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Thi  Hijhry  ef  the  kahi.  E  I, 

ying  his  daughter  FatemO,  they  thought  proper  to  diAcmblc 
heir  avcriion  to  him,  and  even  the  very  day  on  which  0th- 
tdn  was  murdered,  to  tate  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him. 
This,  however,  they  refolved  to  break  as  Toon  as  a  proper 
ipportunity  of  doing  it  oilered.  The  Bofrans,  in  the  meaii 
imc,  fhewed  a  difpofition  to  favour  Telha ;  tho'  Zebeir  had 
Ikewife  a confiderable  party  timongfl  them.  -Thedi/ijn/and 
igjptiant  had  the  btg^eft  regard  for  Ali^  as  «fel!  as  the  Arebi  %, 
3  that  hjs  interefl  was  too  powerAil  to  admitor  any  compe- 
itor.  "However,  Zeheir's  friends  declared  themfelves  to  warmly 
w  him,  or  at  leaft  for  any  o^er  pe^fon  whofe  intereft  he 
aould  fupport,  that  they  ttireatened  him  with  deaths  if  he 
id  not  either  take  ^e  govertimcnt  upon  himfclf,  or  fee  it 
nmedrately  conferred  up<^n  foiv  other  pcribn^  The  ^obp» 
kewife  that  had  arrived  from  Mefipotamia,  Perfia,  and  the 
ifFerent  parts  of  Arabia^  as  well  as  thofe  from  Bafra  and 
^■gypt^  in  order  to  depofe  Othman,  refolved  to  cut  off  all  the 
indidates  for  tlje  Kfalifaty  if  one  of  them  was  not  without 
eUy  advanced  to  tlj^t  dignity.  The  eyes,  tbe{eibre,  of  all 
'f^e  fixed  ifppil,  AH  at  this  cfitical  junflure  i  ;^id  tbf  piin- 
pal  men  prefled  him  with  unufual  vehemence  to  accept  of 
ic  honour  dcfigned  him,  as  being  the  bed  qualified  for  it, 
3th  by  his  perfonal  accompKfhmenta  and  the  affinity  he  bore 
I  the  prophet.  To  this  he  difcovercd  for  fame  time  an  in- 
nciblc  rctu£lancc,  faying^  "  h)e  h^d  much  rather  ferve  an- 
other in  the  capacity  of  IViazir,  or  Vifir,  than  Uke  upon 
himlelf  the  governmcnL"  The  troops  b^Ijig  apprized  of 
lis,  and  finding  that  the  family  of  Ommiyab  had  withdrawn 
emielves,  they  alleabled  in  a.tuipultuous  manner,  and  in- 
led  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Medina's  bringing  the  controverfy 
a  deciflon.; .  declaring,,  that  they  would  allow  them  but  one 
tf  to  confider  cf  it ;  ind  that  if,  in  that  time,  a  Khkiifv&9 
yt  ele<2ed,  they  would  pyt  Xelbej  Zebeir,  AH,  and  leveral 
hers,  to  the  fword.  This  ftruck  the  citizens  of  Medina 
ith  fuch  terror,  that,  they  a»un  prdTed  Ali  in  the  moft  fup- 
iant  manner  to  fuffer  himrilf  to  be  inaugurated  ;  and,  upon 
}  again  declining  this,  they  adjured  him  by  God  to  con- 
ler  the  lamentable  condition^  in  which  they  weiij  the  ini- 
'able  ftate  of  their  religion,  and  the  difb-aifliDn  of  i  the  whole 
tion.  Overcome  at  laft  with  fuch  pathetical  exdsmations, 
anfwered,  "  If  I  Ihould  comply  with  your  requeft,  I  will 
al^yays  a<5t  according  to  the  befl  of  my  knowlcgc ;  and  if 
you  will  excufe  me,  I  (hall  ever  be  one  of  the-moft  fub- 
milBve  and  obedient  of' all  the  MijUnu  to  whon^oevcc 
you  fball  be  pleafed  to  fct  over  me."  Then  addreffing 
nfelf  to  Telha  and  Zoheir,  who  intreated  htm  in  the  more. 
ivJng  terms  to  accept  of  the  Khalifaty  he  liiid, "  If  you  intend 
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V  to  r«cogpiiWi  Biy  authority,  as  the  &cc«Bbr<rf  MAaiimet^ 
f<  Cmar  to  be  faithful  ta^me ;  otberwife  pennit  me  to  tak« 
•»  the  oadi  of  aUegiance  to  one  of  you,"  The  litter  oS 
which  pEopofats  they  refufed,  and  conrequently  accepted  of 
the  former ;  upon  which.  Mi  was  immediately  proclaimed 
SJMiUf.  He  WM  the  fon  of  j0u  TdUby  the  Cjn  of  Ab^al* 
Kutauei,  the  Caa  ofi£^m;  his  mother,  according  to  M  ■•■' 
JdaitH,  being  PdUma^  the  daugher  oi  Jfidy  the  Too  of  Ha^' 
fi)*m.  He  was  ele£ied,  by  ths  unanimous  fufirages  of  the 
Mifitmi.  emperor  of  the  faithful,  to  ufe  the<^riii>ftile,  the 
iaoiB  day  that  Otbm^  was  Umb.  ,It  feem»  to  be.  Litioiated 
\^  Ji  MaktBy  that  Aii^  immediately  after  hia  de£tioB,  con* 
fiituted  Kais  Bhn  Sa'id^  governor,  or  preftd^  ot  ^S'P*  *■ 

Au  being  tlws  advanced  to  the  Kbalifat  witho^  op^&- JuJ  inam- 
tion,  tboiigh  many  w«re  iccretly  difguAed  at  his- cledion,  n-pa-aitJm 
liblvcd  Eo  be  inaugurated  publicly  in  the  mofque  xt  MuUna^tbe  maf^ua 
th^  all  parties, Biighl  be  fatisfied,  and  hivenojuft  caufeof'f  Me- 
comfiltinb  This  he  judged  a.neceflary  precaution,  as  AytflM^^'"^' 
3yba,  TitbttTi  and  the  houfe  of-  OTtumyak,  of  ^ich  Ma^-^ 
vnyak,  the.  gqycraing  prefcA  of  Syria^  was  chief,  had  con-' 
c«tved  fo  ftroDg  a  prejudice  agatnll  him ;  which,  he  wu  fcn^ 
fible,,  would  prompt  themto  give  him  all  the  difluibance  in 
Sbeir  ppnqr.  lie,  therefore,  went  to  the  mo<que  in  a  thin  cot- 
ton gowii)  tied- about  him  with  a  gmilc,  with  a  coarfc  turbant 
iQKUi:fais  bead*  carrying  hia  flippers  in  one  hand,  and  in  ths 
otfaei-a  bow,  which  he  made  uie  of  aa  a  walking-fiafF.  Upon, 
hii  arrival  thciAi  Tiiba  and  Zohtir  were  lent  for,  who  inftantl^ 
came,  and  g;^v«  him-thelr  hands,  as  a  mark  or  token  of  their 
^i[««batiQn  of  wh;it  had  been  done.  After  which,  with  ^eac 
feenii^'  al4crity,  they  took  the  oath  of  j^egiance  to  bim  ;' 
and  aoB/f  of  the  principal  pcrfons  in  Midina  foUowtd  their 
cxam^e.  When  Tt&a  oSered  AH  his  hand,  it  was  observed 
by  liahi  £lm  DbtuMsif  that  the  fingers  were  contiatSed  by- 
»  wound  he  had  foffKrly  received  ;  which  be  confidered  i» 
ODiinou*,  fiwiogt  **  A  lane  hand  feems  to  indicate,  that  die: 
**  bufinefs  done  by.  it  will  be  performed  ia  a  Imne  manner ; 
*<  bow  pn^tt,  ttierefirej  would  it  be  to  have.it  undone  J" 
Wbkb  kiad  of  prophecy'  was,  afterwards  fnlfilled,  as  in  the 
b()ii«l  of^tbebiftoty  of  .^  wiUmarcfuUy  iq^ear..  Wemuft 
not  fargct  torobferve,  dwt.tbe  houfe  of  Ommtjab,  the  tnutor 
Mtrvd»  &i»  M  JMmt  Sa!ui  Bba  Ai  Jj,  uid  ^aOd  Ehit 

*  Al  Jahhab.  Ebk  Al  Athir,  id  hilt,  aniverf.  vol.  ii.  MSS. 
Pocock.  ia  Bibl,  ^M.  Oxota  nim.  137.  Isif>  Axvlpbd.  hift. 
noir.  vol.  i,  MSS.  Pocock.  in  BihL  Bodl.  Ojcok.  num.  303. 
Geio.  A^'l-FakaJ)  abi  fup.  p.  185.  AlMakin,  in  hill,  Sara* 

KB.   lib.  i.  ^  V.   p.  36.  &ITYCH,  qIh  fop.   f .  343,  34]. 
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Aiba,  refufed  to  have  the  oaih  of  fidelity  \a  AS  iAtami^ct^ 

t<t  them.    They,  therefore,  probably  did  not  attend  at  his  in- 

mguration,  which  happened  on  Friday  the  25th  day  of  Z)jbu?* 

bajja,  and  the  35th  year  of  th«  Hejrix  j  nearly  anfwtring  td 

the  ycM-of  our  Lord  655  b. 

All  re  After  the  recognition  of  his  authority,  ^/i  rcfolved  to 

fohii  la    difmifs  all  thofe  governors  of  provinces,  who  had  been  put 

difmifi  tht  into  their  polb  by  his  predecellbr  Othm&n  ;  but  Al  Moghiirah 

govtrmri  Ebn  Sbaaia,  not  EbnSaid,  as  be  is  called  by  D'Herbebt,  tn~- 

of  fro-       deavoured  to  divert  him  from  this  refulution,  at  leaft  till  he 

tiitica  ap-  [j^d  more  firmly  eftablifhed  himfetf  in  the  govern ni en t;  This 

poinitd  by  jjivice  ritX  proving  agreeable  to  Alt,  Al  Moghiireh  Vifited  him 

Othioaii.   the  next  day,  and  told  him,  that  he  had' altered  his  opinion, 

-  '        and  found  it  highly  expedient  to  execute  the  firojed  he  had 

formed.     In  the  midft  of  this  conference,  AbiaUah  Etn  Ah- 

ias,  who  was  juft  returned  from  Mrcca^  came  in ;  and  having' 

been  informed  of  the  fubjeftthey  were  upon,  told  the£&«- 

Uf,  that  "  Al  Msgbtirah'i  firft  advice  was  good,  but  the  laft 

«'  treachery.     For,"  faid  he, "  all  Syria  will  immediately  de- 

*'  clare  for  Mxkviyah,  upon  the  firft  news  of  bis  difi^iffion-;   ■ 

««  and  as  no  confidence  caA  be  rcpofed  cither  in  Teihaoi  Zrf- 

**■  btir,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that,  upon  the  erup- 

*>  tion  of  a  flame  in  Syria,  they,  will  both  appear  in  arms 

**  againft  you.     Wherefore,"  continued  be,  "  permit  MaS- 

**  viiyah  to  remain  in  the  poft  he  at  prefent  enjoys,  till  hi^ 

'.'  fubmiflion  ;  after,  whieh,  I  will  undertake  to  pull  him  out 

"  of  his  houfe  by  the  ears,  whenever  you  defire  it."  ■But  AH'- 

fwore,  thit '■'■  Moivjiyab'&  portion  ftould   be  the  ■  (word. " 

Which  induced  the  other  to  tell  htm,  that  "-he  W^  a  mtm,- 

*'  indeed,  of  admiFable  courage,  but  not  df  -tiqUal  €o&du£t."'- 

;>  After  the  conclufion  of  this  confcrcJnce,  Al  JIAgbtfra^rctini- 

'i  Aluea;  and^he  £ific/i/'perfiftedin'his  iotrtitt  refiJutiAit "  In' 

agleement  with  Abd'atlab's  obfcrvrtion,  relating  to  the'cot*- 

rage  of  Aii^  we  are  loid  by  fothe  df  the  ealleH)  Wr^ersythat' 

thm Khali f,  for  hit  unparalleled  bravery,  vli&  furnaihed  by  the ' 

Ambstlu  lion  0/  Hob,  aizvays  vi^erioul  ^.  '  J  ■  -■ 

Te\haand  "  Though  ..^yB/iw  was  at  firft  verywcll  pledfbd  *i(fithe 

7.ttbekre-  news. of  the  murdsr  of  Otbmai,  •to  which  ftie  badiAot  a)ittl« 

rlrgta     '  cnntributed.as  hoping  that  her.fiavourtie7irii&BW6utd  Ac«eecl 

Mecca.      him  \nx\it  Kbai'ifst  ^  yet  being  afoerwards  informMI,  that^/^// 

had  been  cleded  by  the  unanimous  fuffragcs  of  ^M-MtJUms^ 

flic  exprelied  a  great  concern  for  that  tragical  event.     Nay, 

••  AcMakW,  *  Grig.  Abu'l-PAra),  abi  fun.    D'Herbbl. 
Biblioth.  orient,  in  arc.  .^/,   p.  89.  '  I^m.  Abulpeit. 

ubifup.  D'Herbgl.  ubi  fap.  Grgo.  Abu'l'FaRa'j,  ubi'fup.  p. 
186.  OcKLEv's  hi&.of  (he  Sarac.  vol.ii.  p.  9,  to,  II. 
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flu  accutcd  JS,  in  order  to  render  him  odious  ttt  the  houre 
ofOmmiyabt  to  which  Otbman  belonged,  of  the  perpetration 
6i  that  honid  ia& ;  when  there  was  in  reality  not  the  leafi 
erouod  or  pretext  for  Aich  an  accu'fation.  Some  of.the  Mof' 
ItmSy  theretbre*  who  knew  how  a^ve  fhe  had  been  in  that 
Uoody  affiiir,  reprehended  her  for  endeavouring  to  throw  the 
jodUim  of  fo  blaclc  a  crime  upon  an  innocent  perfon  ;  fince 
Ihe  couJd  not  but  be  confcious  of  her  own  guilt,  as  having 
been  one  of  the  iuil  who  fuggefled,  and  even  ftrongiy  recom- 
mended, the  late  Khalifa  aSafTtoation  to  his  rebellious  fub- 
]t8a.  But  in  anfwcr  to  what  was  objeifled  to  her  conduS  on 
ihis  otxafion,  Qie  replied,  that  Othmdn's  infidelity  obliged  her 
at  firft  to  declare  againft  him ;  but  that,  on  his  repentance 
and  reconveifion,  the  became  reconciled  to  him,  and  would 
hive  faved  him,  had  it  been  in  her  power.  At  the  time  of  ' 
Aii's  inaoguradon,  as  well  as  when  the  difaflefUd  jtrahi  mut- 
dered  Otbmany  Ihe  was  at  MtciBy  and  enjoyed  a  veiy  con&- 
jderable  fhare  of  infiuencc  and  authority  there.  Not  content 
with  diis,  Ihe  endeavoured  to  animate  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  men  againft  the  new  Khaiif;  and  was  continually  em- 
ployed in  fuming  fchemes  to  embarrafs  the  ad  mini  Oration. 
Not  did  Jhe  want  perfons  of  note  to  forward  and  promote  all 
,her  wiclced  machinations.  For,  in  the  beginning  of  the  36th 
year  of  the  %><»,  Tt&a  Ehn  Obei^aiiab  and  Zobeir  Ebn  Al  ' 
jitvafB,  with  others  of  thetr  pany,  reprefented  to  'Mi,  that 
the  aflal&as,  who  had  embrucd  their  bands  in  (he  blood  of 
OlbmaiL,  ought  to  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment;  offer- 
ing him,  at  the  fame  time,  their  affiitance  for  that  purpofe. 
This  they  did,  purely  to  fow  amongfl  the  people  the  feeds  of 
fedition,  and  occafton  diflurbances  that  might  finally  weakea 
Ali'%  parc^,  and  terminate  in  his  defb-u£Uon.  The  Khaiif  per- 
ceiving their  intention,  reprefented  to  them  the  impoflibility 
ef  carrying  their  dcfign  at  prefent  into  execution,  by  reafon 
of  the  civiT  diflenfions  which  fo  diHradled  the  Arab  nation. 
Upon  which,  they  dcTiflcd  from  all  farther  folticitations  on 
that  bead.  However,  as  Alt  found,  by  this  effort  of  Teiha 
and  Zabtiry  fupported  by  Ajejbay  to  embroil  his  aflairs,  that 
he  had  very  powerful  enemies  to  contend  with,  he  took  all 
poflible  opportunities  of  carefling  the  Kareijhj  hoping  by  this 
means  to  conciliate  to  him  the  afie^ons  of  that  powerful  tribe. 
Which  Aep  was,  indeed,  very  expedient ;  as  the  departure  of 
the  Ommiyen  family  had  irritated  a  con&derable  part  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  occuioned  in  fame  provinces  of  the  empire 
^eat  munnurings  and  commotions.  In  the  mean  time, 
Ttlha  and  Zeieir,  notwith Handing  the  repulfc  they  had  lately 
met  with,  defired  AH  to  confer  upon  one  of  them  the  govern- 
ment of  C^/a,  and  upon  the  other  that  of  £<>/r^}  ptetcnding, 
A3  that 
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^atthey  Aould  thereby  be  cnaMe^  to  enifigttidi  with  *b 
ereat«r  eafc  any  rebellion  that  might  happen  in  the  neigh*- 
Dourhood  of  cMiei  of  thofe  cities^  But  t)KKhalif,  by,  thft 
requeft,  eafily  penetrated  their  dcfigns,  and  excufed  himfdf 
|rom  complying  ]vidi  it,  by  telling  tttcm,  (hat  as  hisgovcrn' 
ment  was  not  yet  fuSctently  eftabltflied,  he  fhoitid  iknd  in 
need  of  peifons  of  their  great  capacity,  fo  intich  fupenor  t^ 
that  of  any  of  his  other  minifters,  to  confult  with  on  fach 
emergencies  as  might  happen  in  an  unfettled  Aate.  This  an> 
fwer  nettled  them  to  a  great  degree;  but  they  were  obliged 
to  appear  fatisfied  with  it.  However,  they  rcftJved  to  at- 
tempt undermining  that  government  they  could  not  allail  bj 
OfKa  force  j  and,  therefore,  Icnowing  tiat  Jytjha  was  gode  on 

S'tgrimage  to  Mtecf>  they  begged  leave  of  the  Khalif'Ko^ 
cewife  on  the  fame  occafion  thither.  This  they  hoped 
would  give  them  an  opportunity  of  cabaSing  with  Jyejba,  and 
(»f  executing,  in  conjunction  with  her,  the  pernicious  fchemft 
they  had  formed.  M  was  fufiiciendy  aware  of  this,  tho'  h*  ■ 
permitted  them  to  go  to  Mtcca,  for  the  reafon  they  affigned. 
However,  he  was  ^teraiined  to  have  a  Arid  eye  upon  them^ 
ind  narrowly  to  watch  all  their  proceedings  in  that  plan '. 
JJInng  Thikgs  being  in  this  fituation,  a  civil  war,  or  rather  an 
farij  ■  open  rebellion,  joonfeemedabfolutely  inevitable.  Every  ftep 
forp&d  that  was  taken  on  both  fides,  that  is,  by  the  A&tazeSiti,  «■ 
"£«!»/  Stparatifts,  for  fo  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  }\oukoi  Qmmiyab 
Mw  fccrc  called,  and  the  Khaltfy  after  this,  mafiifisftly  tended  to  a 
rupture.  The  AfatazaSus  in  a  little  time  had  two  confider- 
able  armies  on  ft>ot,  ready  to  enter  upon  a6Hon  ;  one  under 
the  command  of  Meiwiyah  in  Syria^  and  another  headed  by 
jfye/ba,  Tilha',  and  Zubeir,  at  Mecca,  that  b^n  to  be  in  mo- 
tion. The  Khalifa  contratr  to  the  falutary  advice  given  him 
by  Jbifallah  Ebn  /bbai,  refolved  to  remove  all  the  govetnort 
of  provinces  who  had  iheir  pofls  affigned  them  by  Othman^ 
and  to  appoint  others  in  their  room,  that  he  could  intircly  de- 
pend upon.  In  purfuance  of  which  refolution,  he  dilpatched 
Sahtl  Ebn  Hanif,  the  Anfir,  to  Syria  j  Kail  Ebn  Sa'id  tO 
Biypt ;  Othman  Ebn  Hanif  to  Bajra  j  Atitmdrab  Ebn  Sabal 
to  Cufa  J  and  JbtTellah  Ebn  Jbbds  to  Yaman.  Sabet  being 
wrived  at  Tab^c,  on  the  confines  of  S^ia,  met  a  party  of 
|iorlc  that  had  been  Jent  thither  by  Methvi^ab,  whofe  com- 
mander obliged  him  to  return  home.  A  great  number  of  the 
Efyptiani  refufed  to  receive  Kaii,  and  to  fubmit  to  Jii't  go- 
vernment, till  the  murderers  of  Otbmin  had  been  brought  to 
iuflice.  Othmdn  Ebn  Hanif  ioMRA  the  people  divided  at  £«^itf 

-  *  Al  Mabih  &  GsEo.    Abu'l-Fakaj,  nbi  fup.    EbV  At, 

how- 


C.  T,  9le  Hijhry  sf  tie  Arabs.'  7 

hofreVer,  *Tlh  feme  diffituhy,  he  took  poffifflih  of  his  poft ; 

but  the  Cafaiti  being  determined  not  to  acknowledge  the  new 

khatify  Jamirab  Was  obliged  to  return  to  /f/r,  with  the  news. 

oT  their  refcJutioiu    Ah^aUah  Ehn  Abhdt  was  received  in  Ya- 

man  ;  but,  before  his  arrivx)',  Taj^wbo  had  rccaved  his  com- 

miSion  from  Othman^  plnndered  the  treafbr^i  made  the  bell 

of  his  way  to  Mecca,  and  depofited  the  pioney  in  the  hands    . 

of  Ajtfia^  Ttlba,  and  Zobetr.    In  the  mean  time.  All  itiade 

the  neceflary  difpolitions  for  hts  defence,  and  was  joioed  by  the 

^^r/,whocameovertohimaInioftunanimoufly  inabody*.  ■ 

MoawiyAH  having  driven  Sa)iil  Einf&nif  ovc  of  Syria,  Moawl-. 
afltmbl«d  tt  body  of  troo[»  on  the  frontiers,  as  Weil  as  a  nu-  yah  A. 
nerous  »rmyj  to  take  vengeance  of  the  murderers  of  Oihmdn.  fl^n 
He  did  his  titmofl  to  infjfire  thfefieople' under  his  govemment'^o'^ 
*rth  an  abbottctnic  Of  Jft',  whom  he  reprefented,  on  »ll  oc-'*""- 
cafions,  as  the  principal  per&n  a>ncemed  in  the  a^adination 
of  bis  predeceflbr.     He  expofed  on  the  pidpit  the  bloody 
fliiit  in  which  Otbm^  W4s  murdered,  with  his  wife's  fingers,  * 

that  were  cut  off  when  that  tragedy  was  zfhti,  iixed  upon  it, 
to  public  view.  This  fo  incenfcd  the  Syrian  forces,  that 
they  Vowed  to  revenge  the  violent  death  ofOthmdn;  and 
were  undoubtedly  jincere  in  their  refolutioii.  But  as  for  ^«;ftd 
and  her  aOociates,  they  wen;  not  at  all  difplealed  with  the 
murder  of  Othmdn^  having  in  reality  been  deeply  concerned 
jn  that  ;nurder;  but  only  exclaimed  ^ainft  that  barbarous 
a£lion,  in  order  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  pretext  to  take  upf 
arms,  and  to  be  fiipported  by  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab  in 
their  attempts  ^inff  the  prefent  Khalif.  This  was  very 
frell  kfiown  to  JiU,  though  Meawiyah  Teems  to  llave  been 
a  ftranget  to  it.  Sahel  arrived  at  Mtdina  juil  before  the 
departure  t>f  Telha  and  Z$beir  for  Mecca;  and,  by  thet 
news  he  brought  from  Syria,  they  plainly  perceived  th^t  a 
fupture  with  MoSwiyah  was  at  hand.  However,  the  Khalifa 
probably  with  a  view  of  concealing  from  them  his  true  inten- 
tions, declared  his  refolution  to  make  ufe  of  all  polSble  expe- 
dients to  prevent  at  leaft  the  fpeedy  commencement  of  holtiti- 
fies.  He,  therefore,  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Moiwiyah  in 
Syria,  and  another  to  Abu  Mufa  at  Ci^a,  with  a  letter  to  each 
of  thofe  commanders,  in  order  to  difpofe  them  to  an  accom- 
modation. Witii  r^ard  to  the  latter,  the  ovenures  made 
htm  on  this  occalion  were  fo  advantageous,  that  he  feems  tq 
have  immediately  clofcd  with  them.  For,  ia  anfwer  to  Ali't 
letter,  he  afliired  him,  that  all  the  Cufam  were  entirely  at  his 
iervice;  and  moreover  fent  him  a  lift  of  thofe  who  came  in 

*  Iiu.  Abvlfeo'.  nbi  fup.  Ebn  Al  Athir,  CHerbbl.  nbt 
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firft  of  their  own  accord,  as  well  as*  of  thofe  who  afterwards 
followed  their  c^caniple.  It  can,  therefore,  fcarce  be  doubted 
but  Miy  at  leaft,  conftrmed  Jbu  Mufa  In  his  government  of 
Cufa,  if  he  did  not  make  fomc  farther  conceffions  to  that  ge- 
neral. As  for  Moawiyah,  he.  did  not  fo  much  as  vouchlafe 
the  Kbalif  an  anfwer,  till  a  confiderablc  time  after  his  tetter 
came  to  hand.  Then  he  fent  one  by  a  courier,  difpatched 
for  that  purpofe  to  Medina,  fealed  up,  with  the  following  di- 
reflion:  i^rem  Moiwjyah  to  Ali.  This  the  .^Aj^  opened, 
and  found  it  to  be  a  mere  blank,  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle 
word  b?ing  vifible  in  it.  Tmnirg  then  to  Meawiyah'i  cou- 
rier, he  aftod  him,  "  What  news  was  ftinlng  in  Syria  ?" 
To  which  the  mcflcnger  replied,  "  There  are  no  le6  than 
*'  60,000  men  in  arms  under  Otbman's  £hirt,  which  is  erefied 
**  as  t  standard  upon  the  pulpit  at  Dsawfius."  AH  then 
afkcd,  '*  Whether  or  nO  they  required  the  blood  of  Othman 
»<  at  his  hands  ?"  At  the  fame  time  he  called  God  to  wit- 
nefs  that  he  was  innocent  of  it,  and  implored  the  divine  af- 
iiflancc.  As  he  could  view  Meatuiyab's  pretended  letter  in 
lio  other  light  than  that  of  a  token  of  iht  utmofi  defiance 
and  contempt,  and  the  troops  affembled  under  Othtnan's  dirt 
were  detained  to  a£l  againll  him,  he  told  Ziydd,  who  fat  by 
him,  that  a  war  in  Syria  was  inevitable ;  which  2iyad  foon 
communicated  to  the  people.  The  Khali/  then  wrote  circu- 
lar letters  to  the  different  provinces  of  Arabia,  ordering  them 
to  fend  him  a  proper  number  of  recruits ;  and  exhArced  his 
fubjefls  to  diftinguifli  thenifelves  in  the  war  they  were  going 
to  enter  upon  againft  the  diflurbers  of  the  public  rcpofe.  We 
are  told  by  Dionyfius  Telmarinfu,  as  well  as  Theophanes,  that, 
about  this  time,  Moawiyah  was  aftually  proclaimed  Khallf, 
^nd  inaugurated,  by  the  wcflern  provinccs,^  or,  in  other 
words,  the  Syrian  and  Egyptian  troops  f. 
Ayeftia  TxLHA  and  Zobiir  having  made  their  efcape  to  Mecca, 

iegim  ler  lander  the  pretext  of  performing  the  pilgrimage  thither,  gave 
Kerch  fir  a  lamentable  account  of  the  murder  of  Othman,  aggravating 
Bafra-  extremely  every  circumfiance  of  that  barbarous  afiion,  to 
Jyfjha;  thinking  by  this  means,  as  in  reality  they  did,  to 
make  ihemfelvcs  more  agreeable  to  her.  Not  long  after  their 
arrival,  2oA',  O/imflVs  governor  oi  Tamaii,  like  wife  arrived 
at  Mecca,  and  delivered  the  public  money  he  had  brought 
with  him  into  the  hands  of  Ayejha,  under  whofe  aufpices 
7>ffifl  and  Zaheir  were  juft  beginning  to  atS.  Tliis  commu- 
nicating life  and  a£tivity  to  their  councils,  they  foon  affem- 

f  Ebh  Al  Athir.  in  bill.  uoiV.  MSS.  Poccck.  in  Bibl.  Bodl. 
Oxon.  num.  137.  Theopkak.  chronc^raph.  p.  a88.  Diosys. 
'ir&i.)4«aEH£<  nbi  fup.  D'Herbel.  Bib!,  orient,  in  art.  Mi. 
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bW  abod;  of  troops,  with  which,  in  conjundion  w!tb  die 
forces  of  the  houTe  of  Ommyaby  they  propofcd  to  march' 
aeainft  Ali^  and  his  adherents.  To  this  jjyijha^  who  put  her- 
fuf  at  the  head  of  thefe  troops,  was  excited  by  the  account 
of  the  dilbafied  fituation  of  the  Kbalifs  aSairs  at  Mtdina^ 
(he  had  received  from  Tilha  and  Z«i*ir.  They  were,  how- 
ever, at  a  lofs  for  fome  time  what  place  to  chufe  for  jhe 
icene  of  their  militaiy  operations,  jfyejba  was  for  flriklng  at 
the  root,  and  inarching  dlrei^Iy  to  MtdinOy  where  Ali'%  a^irs 
were  lb  miferably  embarraiTed ;  odiers  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  the  moft  proper  to  join  the  Syrian  aimy  under  the 
command  oi'Mo^iyab ;  and,  lalUy,  others  beiieved  that  the 
good  of  the  common  caufe  required  them  to  move  as  foon  at' 
po^ble  to  Ztii/rn, where  Ttlha  had  a  confiderable  interejt.  After 
mature  deliberation,  the  laft  expedient  was  pitched  upon  as 
the  moft  conducive  to  the  attainment  of  the  falutary  end  they 
had  in  view ;  and  therefore  public  notice  was  given  to  the  in- 
habitants ai  M*ectt,  that  t^  as  die  mother  of  the  t^ithJul,  with 
*'  Ttlha  and  ZeBtir,  was  upon  the  point  of  fetting  out  fof. 
*'  Bafra,  all  who  were  defirous  of  fupporting  the  true  reli- 
•'  eion,  and  revengine  the  death  of  OlhmJit,  might  join  the 
**  forces  that  attended  her  in  this  expedition."  This  pro- 
duced a  very  good  efied.  For,  in  a  fliott  time,  the  Afec- 
earn  reinforced  the  troops  fhe  had  already  on  foot  with  a  body 
of  (>oo  men,  and  at  leaft  an  equal  number  of  camels  j  io 
that,  at  her  departure  out  of  Mecca^  Ihe  found  heife|f  at  the 
head  of  1000  Arabs,  all  determined  to  fight  for  the  faith, 
which  they  apprehended  to  be  in  danger  by  the  advancement  • 

of  Mi  to  the  Khalifat,  with  the  moll  undaunted  bravery. 
The  camd  on  which  Aytfia  rode,  that  had  been  prefented  to 
ber  by  Mtnbah,  was  called  Al  A/car,  that  is,  the  army,  and 
coll  an  hundred  dinars.  .  Mounted  on  this  camel  in  a  Utter, 
fhe  led  her  forces  out  of  Mecca ;  which,  by  the  accefTion  of 
Several  other  parties  of  Arabs  on  their  march,  before  her  ar- 
rival aX  Safra,  formed  a  body  of  about  3COO  men.  The 
firll  place  to  which  (be  advanced  was  Joiuab,  a  village  of  no 
great  note,  fituatcdupon  a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name  >. 

■  Upon  Ayejha's  approach  to  Jnuah,  all  the  dogs  in  the  place,^„^  ar. 
met  her  in  a  body,  and  barked  at  her  with  great  fury.     As  rivei 
Ibe  had  a  mind  to  reft,  or  rather  halt,  here,  Ibe  made  ufe  oiibtrt, 
this  accident  as  a  pretext  to  take  up  her  lodgirg  in  that  vlU 
lage.     She  declared,  that  the  prophet  himfelf  had  once  inti-     ^ 
mated  to  his  wives  on  a  journey,  in  her  hearing)  that  it  was 
julvilable  to  lodge  within^e  barking  of  the  dogs  of  Jeiv^b ; 

«  Ebm  Al  Athir,  ubi  fup.  AlM*i!i)<,  nbi  fiip.  p.  37,.  Gbbg.        '    ' 
Apu'i-FAaA],  ubi  fup.  p.  186. 
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and  had  even  prcdiflcd  the  preftnt  uncohjiffon  event.  After 
Ctdng,  ttifcrefbre,  a  paflagc  of  the  Ksrdn,  ftit  ftnick  her  co- 
rnel on  the  leg  to  make  him  kned,  in  6rder  to  diftnoimt  j  re- 
viving to  remain  there  atlfeaftthe  following  night.  Buc7>jKa 
Ind  Zoieir  knowing  of  what  vaft  importance  a  fortxd  Aiarch 
would  be  to  them  at'  this  critical  junSufe,  when  thty  appre- 
hended that  ^/i  would  loon  comenp  with  them,  pYeVailed  up- 
on fifty  peribns  to  fwcar,  that  this  village  went  by  another 
name ;  though  this  did  not  enable  them  to  divert  ^ejha  from 
her  former  rcfolution.  At  laft,  by  order  of  thofc  commanders, 
fine  of  the  foldlers  cried  out,  "  Make  hafle,  makehafte,  AU 
*'  appears  behind  us."  Upon  whidi,  they  all  refumed  their 
inarch  with  the  utmoft  celerity.  This  the  Afofltm  Writers 
6wn  td  have  been  a  folemn  public  lie,  and  aflert  it  to  have 
been  the  firft  that  was  told  between  the  comtnencement  of 
yiamijm  and  the  prefent  defe£tion  of  Ayeftia.  Be  that  as  it 
will,  the  troops  under  her  command  being  terrified  by  thii 
^mor,  propagated  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  made 
the  beft  of  their  way  to  BajTa,  where  they  arrived  mQdi 
foonet-  than  was  expend,  fn  the  mean  time,  Maawiyah  re- 
ceiving advice  of  th^  vigorous  refolution  taken  by  Aytfiia,  and 
her  march  to  BafrO,  was  greatly  animated  by  ^ofe  profpcroui 
events.  This  induced  him  to  fend  her  a  confiderable  rein- 
fercement,  which  joined  the  forces  under  her  conduA  before 
they  reached  Biifra,  By  die  acceAion  of  which,  and  other 
auxiliary  troops,  her  army  (bon  amounted  to  30,000  men.  It 
has  been  already  obferved,  UttaxOthman  Ein  Hattif'wzs  Affa 
governor  of  that  place  *■. 
Sit  tmiet  Othman  Ebn  Hanif  having  been  informed  of  the  ene- 
Bafii,  my's  approach,  refolvcd  to  reconnoitre  them  with  a  party  of 
'  the  garifon ;  tho'  Jie  was  fenfible  that  the  troops  he  commanded 

in  the  town  would  makri  but  a  very  feeble  refiAance.  He 
foon  fell  in  with  the  vanguardof-^^^'s  army,  which  he  very 
brifkly  attacked ;  but  was  defeated  al^er  a  (harp  fkirmifb, 
wherein  he  had  forty  of  his  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  was 
himfelf  taken  prifoner.  Ebn  Al'Athir  relates,  that  Othman 
having  received  two  meflengers  ffom  Ayijha,  with  repeated 
follicitations  to  join  her,  in  order  to  revenge  the  tragical  exit 
tX  Othman  Ein  AffUn,  difpatched  a  courier  tO  the  Khali/,  to 
know  what  part  he  was  to  aft  on  thii  occafion ;  and  received 
for  anfwer,  that  as  Aytfiia^  Ttiha,  and  Zobeir,  had,  by  that 
expedition,  declared  war  againfl  the  whole  Arab  nation,  tiot- 
withftanding  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  the  two  latter  had 
tkkcn,  he  was  to  oppofe  them  to  the  iitmoft  of  his  pbw%r,  if 

**  Ebn  Al  ATHtk,  ubi  fop.  Gmc:  Abu'l-Fah*t,  ubi  fup.  Ai. 
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ftofhmglrfs  than  ihe  deaicn  df  »  new  Kfc^i«tI8'  !M*o«e 
■them^o  -lay  down  their  arms.  The  latnt  atittaer  oK)  infiutAs 
to,  thai,  wfere  the  conrtcr  wU  diftntdwd  to  jA,  levenl 
%loo4y  Ainnifbcs  happened  between  Ajtjh^i  troops  -mA  fit' 
ta'i  party  in  the  town  onDBcfi^,  wid  GrfwM*'s  forces,  witli 
^eB^aBjjAatadherttl  t»jf/(,  onthe  otiier;  inttieprjncip*! 
of  which  OibmSn  was  worited,  and  loft  «-ocntfiderabfe  nmnber 
^dfmen.  HefifcewffcfetherTelates,ritat,durkiglheaMeiiccof 
I^AareciMiTicr,  Telha  and  Ztbeirio\mA  means,  by 'favour  of 
a  tempeftnoM  night,  to  pod  theiHelTcs  wMi  a  prAty  ftrong 
party  in  the  raoTque  at  Bafra ;  frftm  whence  (hey  ftmed  ottt 
.«ipon  Othman'i  men,  cut  about  forty  t^  them  in  pieces,  took 
Ae  commander  hinrfeff  prifoner,  vnA  fcnt  him  to  Jfytfitu 
But,  with  rcganl  to  the  fate  of  that  general,  the  oriental 
writers  are  not  pcrFc£Uy  agreed.  One  of  them  fays,  thjit 
Jjtjba  at  firft  revived  to  put  him  to  death,  but  was  after- 
wards prevailed  uponby  one  of  the  women  about  her  to  con>- 
vert  that  punifiimcnt  into  forty  ftripes,  and  imprifonment ; 
whereas  another  affirms,  that  J^ytjha  commanded  his  beard 
and  eye-brows  to  be  tore  out  by  the  roots,  and  then,  alter  a 
ftort  confinement,  difmiflcd  him.  Be  this  as  it  will,  Jfytfi^t 
troops,  widioutmuch  difficulty,  and  with  a  very  fmall  endiott 
'of  blood,  made  tfaemfelves  mailers  of  Bafra,  and  plundered 
j/A'a  trcafury  there.  Upon  OthmSn  Ebn  Hantf%  arrival  af- 
terwards at  Al?^  camp,  he  met  with  a  gracious  reception  froA 
-flie  Kbalif;  who  aflured  him,  that  he  could  not  fail  of  re^ 
Cciving  an  ample  reward  from  God  for  what  he  had  fuflered  ' 
on  account  of  his  fidelity  to  the  emperor  of  the  faithful '. 

As.foon  as  Jli  had  received  the  bad  news  of  the  lols  ofAli 
Safra,  he  made  a  formal  fpeech  to  the  people,  who  had  been  Mania 
AflemUed  on  this  occaAon,  and  defircd  their  affiftance.     ^Oty^ttunfi 
notwithftanding  he  was  extremely   well  beloved,   was  ac-***",  «"<' 
knowleged  by  all  to  have  been  fairly  ele^d,  and  was  the**'*"/**' 
beft  orator  of  the  age,  he  could  not,  with  all  the  eloquence  jT***" 
he  was  mafter  of,  for  fome  time,  prevail  upon  them  to  give  a*"*** 
decifive  anfwer  in  his  favour.     ZiySd  Ebn  Hanlelab,  per- 
ceiving this,  ftept  to  yfli  of  his  own  accord,  and  faid,  "  Who- 
"  foever  retreats,  we  will  advance,"     Upon  which,  two  Jn- 

£ty  dolors  of  the  law,  f^ood  up,  and  pronounced  the  fiil- 
ring  decifion :  '*  The  ImSm  Othman,  matter  of  the  two 
**  teftimonies,  did  not  die  by  the  mafler  of  the  twcy  teltimo- 
**  nies  ;"  that  is,  in  other  Words,  "  jtH  is  not  guilty  of  the 
*'  death  of  Othmdn."  Where,  by  the  two  teftimonies,  wb 
•It  to  ondeiifiand  the  two  articles  of  the  Mabammian  Kutfa, 

■  Tsu.  AavLriD.   Ebh  Al  AthiK,   Al  Makih,  &  Gasq. 
Aiu'i.-Faiuij,  »tri  ftp.  D'tI»»iL.  Kbt,  orient,  in  art.  Aii. 
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Thttv  if  butane  God  ;  Mohammed  is  the  apeJUi  ef  Goo> 
Which  fcntence,  formally  pronounced  in  favour  of  Jli,  fooR 
induced  the  Jafdrt,  and  the  body  of  the  people,  to  efpoul^ 
his  parrel.  The  lird  of  the  Jnfan,  who  exerted  himfeif  at 
this  juo&ure,  was  Abu  Kotadab,  and  he  waj  fupported  \jif 
Omm  Salma,  who  obliged  her  coufm-german  to  attcxiil  the 
£halifi  in  the  expedition  he  propofed  to.  undertake  for  tb? 
recovery  of  Bafra.  J&  afterwards  made 'him  goveraor  of 
Babrdn.  Being  refolved,  if  poOible,  to  bring  the  rebds 
back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  he  left  Mtdiaa  at  the  head  of 
900  men,  and  advanced  to  jrrabdab,  where  he  was  joined 
by  bis  fon  Ufl^an  with  another  body  of  troops.  That  younfr 
prince  here  took  the  liberty  to  cenfure  his  father's  cosdufi^ 
and  told  him,  that  the  difficulties  in  which  at  preTent  he 
found  bimfelf  involved,  were  owing  partly  to  his  not  al^an- 
^oning  Mt^na,  when  Othmdn  was  befiegcd  in  his  palace 
there;  partly  to  his  being  inaugurated  before  he  had  been  re- 
cognized by  all  the  province; ;  and  partly  to  the  defign  hchad 
formed  of  reducing  Jyejha,  and  her  two  afTociates,  by  force 
of  arms,  before  be  bad  tried  what  could  be  ciFedled  by  pa- 
cific meafures,  Againft  all  which  points  of  condu£{,  he  faid, 
he  had  before  advifed  him ;  and  added,  that  his  refuting  to 
.  comply  with  fuch  falutary  advice  might  prove  of  fatal  confe- 
quence  to  him.  But  to  this  Jli  replied,  that,  had  he  afaan- 
.doned  Mtdiaa,  when  his  predecdior  was  furrounded  by  his 
rebellious  fubje£ts  there,  he  (hould,  in  all  probability,  have 
met  with  that  prince's  unh;4>py  hue  himfeif}  that,  had  he  d6- 
ferred  his  inauguration  till  the  body  of  the  Mtflims  had  ac- 
knowleged  him,  he  Ihould  have  ofiered  an  injury  to  the  An- 
fdri^  in  whom  the  right  of  electing  a  Khali/  was  lodged }  and 
that,  laftly,  had  he  fat  flil)  at  home,  and  ncgleiled  themcans 
-  of  his  own  prefeivatlon,  by  rcfufing  to  make  the  necefliuy 
preparations  for  his  defence,  after  the  public  declaration  of 
^ycjba,  Ttlha,  and  Zobeir,  of  their  intention  to  depofe  him, 
he  fhould  have  animated  ihem  in  their  rebellion,  and  muft 
neceflarily  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  their  ambition.  He,  there:* 
fore,  injoincd  his  fon  filcncc,  and  ordered  him  to  acquiefce  in 
the  meafures  that  had  been  taken.  In  the  mean  time,  Jii'ti 
army  was  reinforced  by  various  parties  of  Jrabs,  that  were 
jcontinually  joining  him  in  his  camp  ^. 
AliwriVri  Whilst  the  /Irab  forces  under  .y/r  lay  incampei]  at  Am^- 
Mthtpio-  dab.,  the  A'in/.y  difpatched  Mehamrmd  Ebn  Abu  Bicr  and 
//f  ./Cufa  Mohammed  Lbn  Jaafar^  with  a  letter  to  his  friends  at  Cufa. 
*ni  Me-  He  did  not  prefs  them  in  this  letter  to  declare  openly  for  hun,' 
dioa. 

'  Ebn  A>  ATiiiit,.nIri  fu^.     DlfsitBEL.  Bibl.  orient,  p.  89. 
Ism.  Abulfbd.  ubi  fup.  Ckec.  Abv'l  Faraj,  ubi  Tup.  p.  187. 
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but  only  to  difpofe  the  Jl^olazalittt  to  an  accommoclatioiL  He 
titolled  theii  fidelity  to  him,  and  a|furc4  them,  that  he  re- 
^oGed  ^  greater  confidence  in  them  than  in  any  of  his  othec  , 

futjcQs.  He  likewiCe  told  them,  that  he  hoped  providence, 
by  means  of  their  inlerppfition,  would  heal  the  breaches  tbat 
Itrad  beoi  made  amongfl  the  MeJUmSy  and  reflore  peace ,  intl 
juftuiimi^  to  their'coundls.  The  Khatif  3&(o  fent  to  ^<t 
jfiffff  for  farther  affiflance,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  profe*  . 
cute  the  wac  with  vigour ;  and  received^  in  a  fliort'tln^e^froqi 
tlience  a  very  copious  fupply  of  horles^  ajms,  and  other  inir- 
plcments  of  war.  In  one  of  his  public  harangues  to  the 
troops,  he  exhibited  to  their  view,  in  the  (bong^  light,  the 
inelnmable  blefllng  they  enjoyed  by  the.  propagation  of  thfr 
true  religion  amongd  them  ;  which  had  elfedled  fo  liappy  gu 
iinion  amongft  all  their  tribes, .  that  were  before  rendered 
Cobtemptible  by  their  animofities  and  divifions,  At  the  fam^ 
tiii^  he  did  not  fail  reminding  them,  that  they  enjoyed  an 
uninterrupted  repofe  amongft  themfelves  till  the  death  of  0th' ^ 
man;  from  whence  the  devil  took  occafion  to  low  amongft 
them  the  feeds  of  diflenTion;  which  would  prove  their  d&-' 
fErudion,  unlefs  they  could  prevail  uponGos,  by  imploring, 
l>t3  affiflance,  to  avert  the  impending  evil.  Tiien  addre^g 
himfelf  to  his  Ion,  he  afTurcd  him,  that  the  time  would  come, 
when  HxtAfeJUms  Ihould  be  divided  into  feventy-threc  feds  j 
the  worfl'of  which  would  be  that  which  ihould  fct  him  at 
nought,  and  not  follow  his  example.  Hb,  therefore,  advifed 
him  t  as  teihg  now  forewarned,  always  to  confider  the  Ktraa 
83  his  girideand  rule  of  faith^  whatever  diftradions  might  hap- 
pen in uitfftate,  to  adhere  lo  JJMm  as  his  religion,  and  never  to! 
deviate  from  the  Ain&\aa3  ot  Mohammed.  After  he  hadgiveii'  .  , 
thlsfs&la^y  advice  both  to  the  army  under  his  command,  and  '' 
hi?  fcm;  he  made  the  nedefTary  difpofuions  for  moving  towards 
the  enemy;  having  received  advice,  that  they  were  incamped 
in  the  neighbourhood  oiBafra  '.        .       ' 

Before  the  army  decamped  Uoni  Arrahdah,   Ebn  Rifaqpt  !ijti»- 
demanded  of  the  Khalif,  "  what  he  would  have,  and  whither  tdhya 
•*  he  intended  to  condu£l  the  AMlem  troops   ihen  ready  toP^'''y  '/ 
*'  aft  nnder  his  command?"     To  Which  he  replied,  ■'  I'*""*' 
*•  would  have  the  rebels'  to  accept  of  peace';  but  if  tbey^  '^■V  *' 
**  reftift  this,  I  would  leave   them  to  their  own  temerity  ^^ 
"  and  prefumption."    '"  Wl^at  is  to  be  the  confequence ,     ' 
"  of  thatr    faid   Ein  Refaa.     "  We  will    fuffer  them,"' 
anfwered  Mi,  "  to  perfilt-  in  their  wicked  oppofition,  with- 
"  out  hurting  them,  as  long  as  theyabftain  from  any  a(2s 

'  Eaii   Al  Atuir,   nbi  fup.  .  D'Herbel.  Biblioih.  orient, 
p.  90.    . 
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**  of  violence  i^  but  if  they  fljall'  thifllc  fit  to  attack  113,  n^^ 
•*  Wtl)  defend  ojifftlVes. "  Upon  whidi,  one  of  die  Jon 
l^rs  jicn  prefcnt'  ioW  the  K,balif,  that, "  though  he  \\ks4 
peam  plealed  hjjn'jf 
I  given  their  lu^.thoi 
Id  help.  Goo*  %a£- 
er."  Soon  after,  ^H 
fi  whofe  leade^'^tfw^ 
ing  terms :  ",'Q  cin<? 
irts:  do  not  cofrei^wM 
the  cafe  witKinc.  /^ 
riiatcft  refpc^  arid  ve-. 
chine  cQenjies  wticra* 
a  perlbn  endued  vitlf 
lyinthe  prefcnt  age.;* 
)ur,  J/i give  HinoU 
:rcy  upon  tbce;"'iUl4 
:i"sfied  with.  the'Jiofv 
Tay  was  feated  io  4 
ailed  7(//nid,  betweea 
:.  equal,  difiance  from 
le  here  in  ttfc  d&ys  of 
e  was  given  It  by  jil\ 
lebrated  wfitcf-  Not 
at  tbo  MtJUm  C3fapf, 
18  tribe  oi  jffid,  aifd. 
likewile  to  the  Kbo- 
3us  manner ;  telline 
,  fufficient  number  <» 
lition  ". 
Abu  Mala  I"*  M&fa^  diegover'. 

rtfufti  ta  to  fupport  AS,  if  hC' 

}»im  Ali.  hn  Al  Athir  gives  uj. 

^advice,  tbatv^/^,, 
.Ttlha,  and-  Ztbelr,  with  the  foices  under  their  command,  had 
made  themfclves  maQers  ai  Bafra^  he  began  to  warp  Jn  his 
pdeJity  to  the,  Khahf.  When  Mohammtd  Ehn  Ahu  Beir  and. 
'  Mohftmn'iti  Ebn  Jaafar,  thcfcforc,  with  Ali's  letter,  arrived 
axCufh,  and  the  people  were  ^flembled  in  the  mofque  there* . 
as  ufual  on  fuch  occaltons,  to  hear  itrcad  ;  after  the  contents. 
of  it  had  been  communicated  to  them,  not  a  (ingle  pcrfon  of- 
fered to  inlcrpofe  in  favour  of  the  Khalif.  But,  at  laft,  fome 
ef  the  Hadji's,  or  pilgrims,  coming  in  towards  the  evemog, 

"  Ebh  Ai.  Atuik,  ubi  flip.  IiM.  Abvlfe[>.  in  Arab.  p.  34. 
Aut.  lib.  At  Aziz.  Yakut,  in  lexic  Vide  etiam  Joah.  Gash. 
not.  ad  Abtilftd.  abi  fup.  p.  j^, 
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fU)^  alOuog  thf  governor  whether  he  inteaded  to.march  wLcb 
auYtroopi  tp.the  iO^iace  of  AH  ?  jbn  Miifa  explained  him- 
feu  oix  wax  bead  in  the  fallowing  terms :  "  Mjr  fentimenta  ' 
**  vefterdsy,  and  to-day,  in  relation  to  Jih  arc  not  a.  little 
•*  ai^cnt  To  rem^n  at  home  in  a  pacific  pbftgie  feems 
**:  more  agreeable  ta  the  councils  of  heaven  ;  but  to  enter  ia- 
"•'  to  ibe  war  now  cpo^ipenced  may  perhaps  appear  more  con- 
*''  fificnt  with  the  dictates  of  worldly  wifdom.  Therefore  sS^ 
*'  as  you  (ba]l  think  proper."  To  this  none  of  the  people 
Sn/Wercd  a  iingie  word ;  hut  /JFs  embafladors  gave  Mu  MAfa 
very  reproachnil  language,  for  the  oiantfeft  partiality  he  ha<) 
difcQyucd  in  favour  oiAyejha.  However,  this  he  little  regarded  )- 
IcQing  them,  that  "  he  would  not  engage  in  their  mafter's 
*'  quarrel,  unlets  compelled  to  it  by  abfolutc  necciE^,  before 
**,  vengeance  had  been  uken  of  the  murderers  of  Othmm  i 
"  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  tn^art  this  rcfolution  to 
*'  him."  This  apfwer  proved  extremely  agreeable  to  Ayejhaf 
9nd  her  afl9ciatcs,  who  ftiU  remained  with  their  forces  in- 
caim>ed  near  Ba/ra.  Here  they  propofed  to  waJt  fof  Aiif  and 
qifwe  t^e  proper  dilpolitions  for  meeting  him  i^i  the  field,  ia 
cafe  on  both  fides  it  Oiould  be  found  ^eceFary  to  come  to  a, 
general  a£lion  °. 

Aftsk  the,  departure  of  the  army  from  Arrabdaby  AU  ad-  Tbt  CA< 
T;|nced  to  Dbulkhdr ;  where  Othmdh  Ebn  Htvi!/,  the  Tate  gOr  '>»»  m 
vcnwir  of  Sa/w,  waited  upon  him.     Otkma»to\d  the  Khaii/^^'^Jl/f^ 
that "  he  had  (ent.him  to  Bafra  with  abcard  j  but  muft  le^bimBrtm- 
**  cdve  him  from  tbeiice  without  one."     "  iTiy  fufFerings,"./^"**''* 
faid  AU,  **ve  me^torious.    All  HaKMoJkms  acqiuefced  in 
"  the  ele&on  of  the  djree  preceding  KMalifs.    At  lalf  I  wa» 
••  chofen,  as  a  propet  ppifon  to  fMcceed  Utimm ;  nor  dii^ 
*f  either  %f{ba  or  Zaieir  riefufe  a  recognition  of  my  authority. 
**  Howev^,  they  haye  fmce  violated  the  engagements  th^ 
«<  altered  into.     Butthey  (hall  tnow,  that  1  am  not  lefs  cit 
**  pahle  of  doing  my  felfjuftice  than  any  of  my  predeceflbrs.'* 
As  Jbon  as  AH  had  received  Ahu  Mijk'i  anfwer,  which  at 
iDOunted  to  a  clear  and  explicit  deni^^of  intcrcfling  himfelf 
in  his  favour,  .he  lent  Al  AJhlar,  a  man  of  great  rdblution, 
and  Ebn  Abbii,  to  CAfa,  with  a  full  and  unlimited  power  to 
^E^  as  they  fliould  think  fit  for  the  good  of  his  fervice.     £uC 
neither  could  tbey  prevail  upon  Abu  M£fa  to  enter  into  a  wac 
igainfl  Aytftia.    He  advifed  the  people  ov<r  vrtiomheprelided 
not  to  entertain  any  thou^ts  of  coming  ta  a  rupture  with 
ettlier  of  the  contending  parlies  {  but  only  to  receive  the  pen     - 
Ibnlniured,  tf  it  ihould  be  agreeable  to  him  to  accept  of  fuch 
an  ofb'i  into  theithQuTes,  tut  ^^Meflemi  on  both  fides  could 

•  Ebn  At  Athik,  ubi  fup.  D'Hiusl.  BiUioth,  oiiiat.  p<  99- 
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be  di&ofed  to  an  accommodation.  This  not  a  little  chagrined 
the  'Kbaltf.  Howeve^,  he  came  to  a  refolution  to  make  one 
iothcr  effijit  to  procure  the  affiftance  of  the  Cilfam ;  and,  for 
this  purpofc,  difpatched  his  eldeft  fon  Hdfan  and  Ammaf-  t<f 
their  city,  with  tnflruAions,  that  permitted  them  to  itialce/  on 
the  part  of  the  KhaH/f  any  concelGons  to  jfiu  M&fa  that  h^ 
could  in  reafbn  defire.  But  this  attempt  likewifc,  with  regard 
to  the  goremoi',  proved  inefFe^hial ;  he  exerting  himfelf  tQ 
the  utmoft  of  his  powei'  to  prevent  the  C&fans  from  cwnply- 
ing  with  the  Khalif'i  propofals.  This  was  alfo  for  (bme  time 
hindered' by  Zeld  Ebn  Sawkhan,  who  read  the  two  letters  he 
had  received  from  jfyejha  j  wherein  (he  commanded  htm  ci- 
ther to  ftiy  at  home,  or  d^me  with  a  body  of  troops  to  her 
a^ance.  However,  at  laft  Hafan,  by  a  pathetic  fpeech  he 
made,  wherein,  with  great  art,  he  expatiated  upon  the  perfidy 
and  prevarication  of  Telha  and  "Zohe'ir^  and  the  unheard-o( 
injury  offered  the  Khalif,  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  fend  a 
reinforcement  to  the  ^0^fm  army,  commanded  by  ^//i,  then 
on  Its  march  to  Bafra,  Some  authors,  however,  relate,  that, 
whilft  the  two  parties  were  contending  with  great  acrimony 
Wid  vehemence  in  the  mofque,  Al  AJbtar,  whom  Mi  fent  after 
his  Ton  Hafan,  found  means  to  &ize  the  c^Rle  (^  CSfa  by 
fuTprizc,  with  a  fmall  detachment  afGgned  him  for  that  pur- 
pole  by  the  Khaiifi  and  that  he  treated  very  roughly  fome  of 
Abu  Mifa'^  men,  whom  he  found  there.  This,  contimie 
tb<y,  made  fuch  an  impreflion  pn  the  minds  of  the  Cufam  in 
Ali'i  favour,  and  rendered  Abu  Muja  fo  contemptible  to  them, 
that,  had  he  not  inftantly  dofed  with  ttie!  Khatirz  propofals, 
be  would  have  been  plundered,  and  perhaps  aflaflinatedjby 
the  mob.  Nor  would  this,  after  all,  have  probably  been  pre- 
vented, had  not  Al  AJhtar  vigoroufly  interpofed  in  his  favour.^ 
Be  that  as  it  will,  the  Cufam  immediately  fent  a  body  of  8,'6oc> 
nien>  to  reinforce  AW%  troops  in  the  camp  of  Dulkhar.  This 
wc  learn  from  Ebn  Al  Athir ;  tho'  the  Cufan  troops,  deftined 
to  ,a£t  againft  Ayejha  at  this  time,  did  not  amount  to  above 
6ooomen,  according  to  ^iaV-Zarij/ p. 
/-  This  rdnfbrccmentgreatly  animated  the  troops  commanded 
» lo  hj  Ali;  who,  being  apprized  of  its  approach,  began  immc"- 
diatcl/to  put  rhemfeJves  in  motion.  The  ^AcT^himfelf  ad- 
vanced at  the  head  of  them  to  meet  the  Cufans ;  to  whom, 
af^er  he  had  come  up  with  them,  he  made  a  Ipeech  to  the  fol- 
lowing efFofl  :  "  You  Cufam,"  faid  he,  **  have  always  di- 
*'  ftioguKhed  yoUtfelves  by  your  bravery  and  condu<S.     You 


f  Ebn  Al  Arnm,  nbi  fop.    D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  p. 
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**  havedirperTed  the  forccsofthekings  of  Pa;^,  andiitBiig 
•*  yourfclves  mafttrs  of  iheir  dominions.  You  have  not  only 
**  fecured  yourfelves  from  the  infidu  of  other  "powers,  but 
**  likewifc  aiFordcd  aJEIlance  to  your  neighbour!.  I  haiw  de- 
**  fired  your  interpafttion,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  pacifica- 
**  tion  between  me  and  my  brethren  at  Bafra,  I  fbail  not 
"  fail  perliftine;  in  my  defign  to  putfue  gentle  mea/lires,  till 
**  they  proceM  to  hoftilities  againfl  the  troops  under  my  com- 
"  mand.  On  my  part,  nothing  flijll  be  omitted  that  may 
"  forward  an  accommodation,  as  I  tball  always  pMfer  the 
"  fwcets  of  peace  to  the  miferies  and  defolatiom  of  war." 
After  which,  having  before  decamped  from  Dulkb&r,  he 
marched  without  oppofition  to  Bafra  j  where  he  found  th« 
MoJUm  army  under  Ayejha^  Ttlha^  and  Zoieir,  ready  to  re- 
ceive him.  The  Khali/hid  feveral  conferences  with  the  two 
latter  in  the  fight  of  both  armies,  that  now  faced  each  other. 
In  one  of  thefe  41i  demanded  of  Zabtir,  if  he  did  not  re- 
member that  Mohammed  once  alked  him,  whether  he  loved 
his  dear  Ton  ytli  ?  and  that,  upon  his  anfwering  in  the  affir- 
mative, the  prophet  told  him,  "  that,  not  with  landing  this, 
**  he  (bould  prove  the  fource  of  2  long  feries  of  calamities 
**  both  to  bim  and  all  die  Mefltms."  Zobtir  made  anfwer, 
that  **  he  remember'd  this  perfe^ly  well ;  and  that,  had  h« 
*'  recolleded  it  fooner,  he  would  never  have  taken  up  arnns 
'*  againft  him."  Some  have  affirmed,  that,  after  this  con- 
ference, Zebeir  difcovered  a  great  rcluflance  to  come  to  aa 
engagement  with  jiU;  but  was  confirmed  in  his  former  rdb> 
lution  by  Ajtfixxt  who  bore  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  Kbalift 
Othen  have  declared,  that  he  was  diverted  from  his  intention 
of  remaining  neuter  by  his  fon,  who  afked  him,  "  whether  he 
"  was  afraid  of  jIlPs  colours  J"  and,  upon  his  anfwering  ia  ' 
the  negative,  but  aiTerting,  that  the  oath  he  had  taken  would 
not  permit  him  to  a&  againft  that  prince,  afl'ured  him,  that 
he  might  free  himfelf  from  the  obligation  he  was  under  by  the 
manumiffion  of  -»  {lave.  However  this  may  be,  fuch  an  ex- 
piation of  an  inconfiderate  oath,  which,  by  the  way,  was  vcrj> 
diferent  from  the  oath  taken  by  Ztieir,  as  that  here  men- 
tioned, provided  the  flave  ^be  a  Mffitm,  is  allowed  by  the 
Ivan  P.  * 

The  two  armies  being  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  UxxASithibt 
each  other  for  fome  time  j  the  commanders  on  both  fides  pre*  Khalifanrf 
tending  ts  be  extjemely  averfetoa  general  engagement.  But^yefha 
an  accident  happened  the  night  b^re  the  day  of  the  eamtl,P'''P^" 

.  farantn- 
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that  rendered  this  abfolutcly  inevitable.     There  were  fome 
diforden  committed  then  in  one  of  the  armies^thc  <iuthors  o£ 
which  could  never  be  dilcovered ;  upon  which,  Telba  and- 
Zcbtir  were  told  by  certain  perfons,who  muft  have  been  deli- 
rous  of  leaving  the  difpute  about  the  Khalifat  between  Ali  and 
Jyejha  to  the  decifton  of  the  fwor^,  that  the  C&fam  had  fallen 
upon  their  forces  in  the  night.     Ally  faid  they,  will  put  an- 
end  to  this  quarrel  by  a  decifive  action ;  and  therefore  he  ba» 
fufiered  the  C&fam  to  b^in  hoftilities.     Being  infonned  of 
this,  the  Khatif  confidered  thefe  rumours  as  an  arti&ce  of  his 
enemies,  propagated  with  a  defign  to  force  him  to  a  battle  ; 
and  therefore  h«  declared  Ayijha  and  her  allbciat^  to  be  die 
aggreflbn,  and  confequently  imputed  to  them  the  cfFufion  o[ 
the  Moflet^  blood  that  was  to  be  fpilc  in  this  war.     Before  the 
propagation  of  thele  rumours,  which  gave  infinite  difgull  to 
both  parties,^  Ayejha  fccmed  greatly  dilmayed  at  the  counte- 
nance- of  All's  troops,  and  was  inclined  to  have  fettled  with 
him  the  preliminaries  of  a  future  treaty ;  but  after  they  be- 
came current,  there  was  no  room  left  fur  an  accommodation. 
Aye/ha  was  animated  by  dcfpair,  and  the  Khali faiceaftA  mOre 
than  ever ;  the',  in  one  of  the  former  conferences,  he  had  re- 
proached Te&a  and  Zeieir  for  their  infidelity,  and  declared  in 
the  prefence  of  the  two  armies,  that  the  divine  vengeance 
would  mofl  certainly  overtake  them.     Ay/flia,  in  order  to  in- 
fufe  life  and  v^our  into  her  troops,  was  mounted  on  her  great 
camel,'  in  a  paviJion  (or  little  tent,  furrounded  with  curtains, 
wherein  women  were  carried  on  camels  in  the  eafl)  retembling 
a  fort  of  cage,  and  moved  with  great  refotution  from  one 
part  of  her  army  to  another  in  the  heat  of  thea^ion.  Hence 
it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  day  mi  which  the  battle  was  fought 
was  called  the  day  of  the  camel  by  (ome  of  the  //re^  hidoiians  ; 
'  tho'  the  engagement  itfelf  fcems  to  have  been  denominated 
the  battle  of  Kheraiia  by  Aiu'!-Faraj  t. 
Tbi  haitli      The  arm'y  Ali  brought  into  the  field  on  this  occaHon  did 
«f  Kho-    not  exceed  20,000  men,  according  to  Al  Makin\  hut  it  a- 
ralba.       mounted  to  30,000, if  we  will  believe Ehn  Al  Athir.  Ayefhai 
forces  are  faid  to  have  confiAed  of  30,000  men  by  the  tormer 
of  thofe  authors,  and  to  have  exceeded  that  number  by  the 
latter ;  in  that  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  army  com* 
manded  by  Ayejha  was  more  numerous  than  that  of  the  Kbalif. 
but  notwilh^anding  this,  the  odds  were  apparently  on  Alft 
fide.     For  Ayejha'i  troops  were  compoled  of  raw  and  undif- 
ciplined  men,  drawn  together  i,n  hafte  j  whereas  thofe  of  the 
Khalf  were  the  flower  of  the  Moflem  foidiery,   confifting 

i  Ebn  Al.Atiiik,  uhi  Tup.   Gkec.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fap. 
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dtiefly  of  the  Anfart  and  MBhajerin,  aa  well  su  the  Cufaa  ve» 
tetaitf*  who  had  fo  eminently  diAinguifbed  themfclves  in  the 
CCMiqueft  of  Pirjiay  and  confequently  fuch  as  might  be  intirely 
-depended  upon.  Befides,  AU  himfelf  was  infinitely  Superior, 
both  in  point  of  valour  and  c^tadty,  to  any  of  the  enemy's 
generals.  T^e  difpute,  therefore,  was  not  of  any  lonecon- 
tiouaoce;  the  enemy  being  quickly  routed.  Ebn  Al  /lioirre- 
Uteh  that  Affrwiiii  perceiving  the  victory  to  incline  to  AS,  in 
die  heat  of  the  a^on,  faid  to  him,  *'  Telha  lately  imbrued 
**  his  hands  in  the  blood  ofOtbmaa,  and  now,  inbtuated  by, 
**  unbitioni  he  pretends  to  revenge  his  death  j"  and  imme- 
diately letting  fly  an  arrow  at  him,  wounded  him  in  the  leg. 
Upon  which,  his  horfe  throwing  him,  he  called  for  help  j 
£iying  at  the  fame  time,  "  O  God,  take  vengeance  of  me 
**  for  the  Uood  of  Othman,  in  the  manner  thou  Oialt  think 
**  moft  ^oper."  His  man  then  took  him  np  behind  him* 
and  conveyed  htm  to  a  houfe  in  Bajra,  where  he  in, a  very 
fhort  time  expired.  Butjufl  before  his  death,  he  faid  to  one 
(rf  the  KhaUft  men,  "  Give  me  your  hand,  that  I  may  put 
**  mine  into  it,  and  by  that  a^on  renew  the  oath  of  iideiity ' 
•*  to  Aii^  whkh  I  have  alrcadv  taken  to  him."  Of  which 
die  Jtiba£J^  bciiw  informed,  declared  publickly,  "that  God 
«*  wouldf  not  call  Telba  to  heaven,  till  he  had  atoned  for  thc 
•*  former  notation  of  his  oath  by  this  laft  proteftation  of  fide- 
**  lity  to  him."  As  for  Zcbeir,  having  made  his  efcape  ouc 
of  the  batde,  he  retired  to  a  valley  croScd  by  a  rivulet  called 
Sabaa,  on  the  load  to  Mtcca ;  where  he  found  Hanof  Ein 
Kais  incamped  with  a  body  of  troops,  with  which  he  intended 
to  join  the  vidor,  after  the  end  of  the  adion.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there,  Amru  Ebn  yarmHj^  one  of  Haaaf%  men* 
firuck  off  his  head  whilfl  he  was  at  prayers,  performing  the 
proftration,  and  carried  it  to  AU.  But  ihe  i^&t///' receiving  ic 
with  indignation,  and,  at  the  fight  of  it,  bidding  him  "  go 
<•  cwry  the  good  news  to  Ebn  Sofia  in  hell ;"  he  could,  not 
forhear  breaking  out  into  the  following  exclamation  ;  "  You 
**  are  the  evil  genius  of  the  Moftmt.  If  a  pcrfun  delivers 
**  you  from  any  of  your  enemies,  he  is  prefenily  doomed  to 
"  hell  for  fuch  deliverance ;  and  if  he  kills  one  of  your  men, 
*'  you  inflantly  pronounce  him  one  of  the  devil's  compa- 
**  nions."  Then,  not  being  able  to  furvive  the  indignity  of' 
fered  him,  he  drew  his  fword,  and  put  a  period  to  his  days. 
With  regard  to  Ay/Jha,  the  victory  w^is  by  no  means  com- 
plete,  till  the  Khatif  had  obliged  her  to  make  her  fubmiffion." 
As  lone  as  her  camel  flood  upon  his  Icga,  her  troops  made  a 
tolerable  refiftance ;  and  AU  found  it  not  fo  eafy  to  dirperfe 
them.  Al  Tabari  relates,  that  feventy  men,  of  the  Banu  Daba, 
who  held  his  bridle,  had  their  hands  cut  off  fucceilively  in 
B  2  the 
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the  dilpute;  snd  that  the  pavilion  in  which  {be  lat  Was  ftuck 
fo  Tuil  of  javelins  and  arrows,  that  it  refembled  a  porcuF»ne. 
At  laft,  the  camel  was  Jiamftringed,  and  Aytjha  forced  to  lie 
there  tilt  the  conclufion  of  the  engagement  j  when  ^/(treated 
her  with  great  politenefs,  dirmifkd  her  in  a  courteous  man- 
ner, and-  ordered  his  fons  Hafan  and  Hefiia  to  attend  ber, 
with  a  fpleridid  equipage,  a  day's  journey  on  her  return  home. 
However,  he  thought  tit  afterwards  to  confine  her  to  her  hsufe 
at  Medina,  and  commanded  her  from  thenceforth  never  to 
concern  herfelf  with  ftate-affairs  ;  tho'  he  permitted  her,  in 
.  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  the  more  with  the  jirabs,  who  flill 
retained  a  fecret  regard  and  veneration  for  her,  to  perform  the 
pilgrimage  to  Meica.  We  are  told  by  ah  Arab  author  of  good 
repute,  that,  when  her  camel  failed  her,  AU  fent  Mabamnud 
Ebn  Abu  Beer  to  fee  whether  (he  was  dead  or  ilivej  and  that, 
upon  his  prefenting  himfelf  before  her  pavilion,  {he  gave  him 
opprobrious  language.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Kioraiig, 
or,  as  'tis  called  by  Eutycbius,  the  hattlt  eftbt  camel;  rflicnan 
both  Telha  and  Zibeir,  who  violated  the  oath  they  had  taken 
to  Aft,  loft  their  lives.  The  Arab,  who  killed  tho  latter,  is 
named,  by  Abu'i  Faraj,  Omar  Ebn  y^rmut,  but,  by  Ebn  Al 
Athir  and  Al  Maiin,  AmruEbn  Jarmux.,  as  has  been  already 
obfcrved.  The  people  of  the  camel,  as  AlMakin  calls  Ayefin^t 
troops,  according  to  Ibmc  of  the  Arab  writers,  bad  8000,  or, 
as  others  fay,  17000  men  killed  in  the  aSion ;  whereas  die 
whole  lofs  fuftained  by  All  did  not  exceed  1000  men.  The 
fpoil  taken  at  this  battle  the  ^WZ/'diftributed  amongft  the 
heirs  of  his  foldiers  who. fell  in  it,  as  3  juft  reward  for  the 
bravery  of  their  fathers  and  relations.  He  alfo  conftituted 
Abd'allah  Ebn  Abbai  governor  of  Bafra  \  and  reprehended^ 
with  Tome  afperity,  the  people  of  that  place,  for  their  dif- 
affetflion  to  him.  From  th^ce  he  went  to  Cufa,  which  he 
made  the  feat  of  his  government.  Some  of  the  Arab  bifto- 
rians  relate,  that,  on  both  fides,  above  30,000  men  were 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Khtraiba,  which  was  fought  on  Thurf- 
day,  the  loth  of  the  former  Jemada,  in  tha  36th  year  of  the 
Hejfa,  nearly  anfwering  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  ^56  r. 
Moawi-  After  fo  complete  a  viSory,  AH  could  have  no  enemies 
yah  a/-  to  contend  with  either  in  Arabia,  Irai,  Egypt,  Per/la,  otKho' 
fuiei  the  rafdn ;  fo  that  it  muft  have  rendered  him  extremely  formidable. 
Kialifet  However,  there  was  ftiU  a  very  powerful  party  formed  againft 
•untbAM.  himJn5)T»aj  itfAnv(j'<ij6  pcrfifting  in  his  refolution  to  difpute 
'Ebh  Al  Athik,  ubi  (iip.  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabar.  apnd  Al 
Makin,  ubi  fup.  ut  tc  ipfc  Al  Makih,  ibid.  Gkeo.  Abu'l-Fa- 
KAj,  ubi  flip.  P..1S7, 188.  MiKKHOND,  D'Hekbil,  Bibl.  orient. 
iaAS.  £uTYCH. patriarch,  Alexandrin.aiuial.  p.  341,  }4j.  itM. 
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the  Kbaiifat  with  bim^  and  having  alt  the  Syrian  troops  at  his  " 

devotion.  Notwithftandingfomcovenures  that  had  brenm^e 
to  him  by  M  for  an  accommodadon,  he  KiukA  to  acknow- 
ledge him  Kbailf;  and  even  itill  continued  to  animate  the  Sy- 
rians, in  Older  to  advance  his  ov/n  af&irs,  againil  him- 
Whitft  mutcra  were  in  this  lituation,  Amra  Bin  Al  At,  and 
not  Jfmnt  Ebn  Jli,  as  he  is  called  by  Mr.  Ockley,  who  com- 
maoded  in  Paleftint,  arrived  at  Demajcui,  then  the  rcfidence 
•oi Msemjab,  and  took,  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him.  This 
was  done  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  army,  and  had  before 
been  concerted  between  Atmn  and  Msawijab  \  the  latter  hav- 
ing engaged  to  confer  upon  the  for^ner,  in  order  to  procure 
bia  a^nance,  the  lieutenancy  of  ^gypt,~  if  he  could  be  ad- 
vaiKcd  to  the  Khalifat.  In  confcquence  of  this  recognition 
of  Moawiyah'i  authority,  Jmru  gave  bis  new  mafler  the  titles 
of  lawful  Khalif  and  PrtKt  of  the  Moslems.  The  fore- 
going ai^ioa  was  followed  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
who  likewile  un^nimoufly  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Alcikvi- 
jaby  and  inaugurated  him  by  the  title  of  Emr.  Al  Makin  re- 
lates, that  the  £6(i//dirpatched  Kbarii^  Ehi  Ahd'allab  AlNa- 
haU  to  Damafiui,  to  difpofe  Medwiyab  to  an  accojnmodaclon ; 
but  that  all  his  endeavours  in  this  point  proved  ineSe<3uai  >, 

As  (bon  as  Alt  received  advice  of  thcfe  commotions,  he  All 
endeavoured,  firft  by  gentle  means,  to  bring  tiie  rebels  of  Sy-  marchit  la 
ria  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.     But  finding  afterwards,  Scffein. 
that  the  people  of  that  large  province  had  unanimoufly  de- 
dared  againA  him,  he  feared  It  would  be  in  vain  to  fet  on  foot 
any  other  negotiation.    As,  therefore,  he  perceived  it  would  • 

be  neccflary  to  invade  Syria,  in  order  to  reduce  the  rebels  to 
his  obedience,  he  advanced  to  the  frontiers  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  70,000  men ;  but  had  fcarge  entered  that  country, 
when  he  was  obliged  toincamp  upon  a  fpot  of  ground,  where 
he  found  bimfelf  greatly  di{lre&d  for  want  of  water.  In  thcfe 
calaoiitons  circumftanccs,  he  met  with  a  Cbrifiian  hermit, 
who  told  him,  that  there  was  a  fmall  cillern  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood;  but  that  this  would  fcarce  fuppjy  him  with  thjee 
bogfbeads  of  water  for  his  troops.  However,  upon  Ali'i  fay- 
ing, that  the  antient  prophets  of  the  people  of  Ifrael  formerly 
made  their  abode,  and  dug  a  pit,  there,  the  hermit  farther 
told  him,  diat  he  had  been  informed  by  fome  old  men,  that 
there  was  really  a  pit,  or  well,  fhut  up  near  tl^c  place  wbcie 
be  had  incamped,  which,  according  to  a.iraditioi^revailirg 
in  the  coiutry,  could  only  be  difcovcredand  opened  by  a  pro* 

■  JsM.  Abulpes.  ubifup.  Ai-Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  j8.  CsiO. 
Aiu'l-Faraj,  ubifup.  p.  i83.  D'Hekbei..  Biblioih.oricot.  p. 
90,91.  OcKi.iT'shift.ol-theSarac.  vol. ii. p.  47. 
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'  phet,  Or  one  fent  by  him.    Upon  this,  AH  went  in  queft  of 

it>  foon  found  it,  and  removed  a  Hone  that  covered  it,  of  an 
immenfe  fize,  with  the  greateft  facility ;  which  fo  furprized 
the  hermit,  that  he  immediately  embraced  bis  knees,  and 
would  never  after  leave  him.  To  which  fome  of  the  eaftein 
writers  add,  that  this  hermit  prefented  the  Khalif  with  an  old 
parchment  manufcript,  fsud  to  have  been  written  oy  Simoa  Ebn 
Safa,  or  Simon  Cephas,  that  is,  Simon  Petir,  of  St.  Peter, 
futnamed  Cephas,  one  of  the  apoflles  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  contained  an, account  of  the  advent  of  Mohammed,  of 
the  arrival  of  his  lawful  fuccelTor  in  thofe  parts,  and  of  the 
miraculous  difcovery  of  this  well.  After  Jli  had  returned  God 
thanlcs  for  fo  fignal  a  bletEng,  and  fumifhcd  his  troops  with.a 
fufficient  quantity  of  water,  he  continued  his  march  to  Sef- 
ftin,  a  place  between  Sjr/fl  and  Irak,  where  Moi'wiyab  had 
polled  himfclf  with  an  army  of  80,000  men.  Before  his  ar- 
rival there,  AH  fent  a  Arong  detachment,  under  the  command 
c^  yffitar  Al  Naihai,  to  anaclt  a  body  of  tro(^  ported  by 
Moawiyah  on  that  part  of  the  road  leading  to  the  Euphrates, 
in  order  to  render  it  impracticable,  and  impede  the  KbaUf'a 
inarch,  AJhtar  executed  his  orders  with  fo  much  bravery,  that 
he  drove  the  enemy  from  their  poft,  cut  feveral  of  them  in 
pieces,  and  opened  a  paflage  for  the  army  to  Stffein.  Ac- 
cording to  Al  Maian,  Ali'^  troops  amounted  to  90,000  men, 
and  Moawiyah'^  to  120,000;  fo  that,  if  this  author  is  to  be 
credited,  al]  the  Maflem  forces  on  both  Jidcs,  aflcmbled  on 
this  occafion,  confilted  of  210,000  men*. 
Thiiaitle  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  36th  year  of  thtHejra,  the 
^Seffeio,  two  armies  came  in  fight  of  each  other,  and  feemed  to  be 
ready  to  enter  upon  a«ton.  Some  fkirmiOies  happened  be- 
tween their  advanced  guards,  wherein  neither  the  Xi«//^  nor 
Moavjtyah  fuflained  any  confiderabJc  lofs.  The  firft  mondi 
of  the  following  year  was  fpent  in  attempts  to  forward  an  ac- 
commodation J  but  without  effect.  The  next  month,  being 
Safar,  they  began  to  fight  in  parties,  or  plottoons,  without 
hazarding  a  general  engagement.  The  continuance  of  thefe 
encounters  is  varioufly  related  by  the  Arab  hiDorians.  Some 
extend  it  to  forty  days,  others  to  an  hundred,  and  others  to 
9.i\  hundred  and  ten.  In  that  fpace,  AH  loft  5000,  or,  as 
others  fay,  25,000  men,  twenty-fix  of  whom, had  been  inti- 
mately acui<iinted  with  the  prophet,  attended  him  at  the  battle 
of  Bedr,  and  were  dignified  with  the  title  of  the  Companions. 
The  molt  famous  of  thefe  vasArnmarEbaJaJlar,  or  rather /ffl- 
marEbn  Tafer,  AH'i  general  of  the  hqrfc,who  was  about  ninety 
•  IsM-  ApuiFBP-  ubi  fup.  D'Hbrbbl.  Biblioth.  orient,  p- 9i» 
JoH.i.4z.  Mat.  X.  2.  xvi.i6..  Grco.  AsuVFa>^*J>  ubi  fup^ 
p.jUg.  At,MAKi«.ubifup-p-3P. 
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yean  of  age,  and  had  been  in  three  feveral  engagements  with 
JHohammtd  himfclf.  The  Syrian  forces  fuBcred  dill  more  than 
thofeof  thcATi&ff/i/;  45,000  of  them  having  been  killed  upon 
the  fpot  in  thefe  rencounters.  Ali  commanded  his  men  never  to 
begjin  the  attack,  never  to  kill  any  one  that  fled,  never  to  take 
any  plunder,  and  always  to  treat  the  wdmen  diat  {bould  fall 
into  their  hands  in  a  decent  manner.  He  alio,  before  the  be- 
ginning of  thefe  rencounterj,  which  /ll  MakUy  ci  raxbei  Jbu 
jaafar,  makes  to  amount  in  all  to  90,  intreated  Meawiyab  to 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  and  prevent  the  farther  ef> 
fiifion  of  Mtjktn  blood.  But  this  Mtinuiyab  conftantly,  till 
the  Acilh  dS  Ammar,  refiifed;  declaring  publickly,  tha^he 
would  not  lay  down  his  arms  till  he  had  taken  vengeance  of 
the  murderers  of  Othmait,  depofed  vftr,  and  enabled  the  people 
to  proceed  to  a  new  ele£Hon.  But  that  fatal  event  made  a 
deep  imprelBon  both  upon  Amru  and  Modwiyah ;  the  former 
-declaring,  that  he  would  rather  have  died  twenty  years  be- 
fore, than  have  furvived  fo  worthy  a  perTon  as  jfmmar  Elm 
Ta/er,  who  had  deferved  fo  well  of  all  the  Mojtetiu.  The 
lofs  of  this  general  fo  exafperated  Aliy  that  he  charged  the 
Sjriani  with  a  body  of  ii,ooo  men,  broke  them,  and  chat- 
lenged  Moatvlyab  to  fight  him  in  finde  combat.  This  chal- 
lenge Amru  would  have  peifuaded  Maaiuiyah  to  have  accept- 
ed ;  but  he  abfolutely  declined  it,  infifling  that  it  was  not  a 
iair  one,  fince  AU  could  not  but  be  confcious  of  his  fuperior 
ftrength ;  he  having  killed  every  perfon  who  had  to  that  time 
entered  the  lifts  agalnft  him.  Amru  urged,  that  it  would  be 
flifbonourable,  and  ar^e  a  want  of  courage,  to  rcfufe  fo  fair  an 
offer.  To  which  Mtdtuiyah  made  no  other  reply  than  this  j 
*■  You  afpire  to  the  Khalifat  yourfelf,  and  defire  to  enjoy  it 
"  after  I  am  gone."  The  laft  a£Hon  at  Stffcin  continued  all 
night,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of  the  Syrians.  Al  AJhtar 
pulhed  them  to  their  camp;  which,  being  vigoroufly  fup- 
ported  t^  Ali,  he  was  upon  the  [iaint  of  making  himfelf 
mafter  of.  Maawiyah  feeing  things  in  fuch  a  defperate  titua- 
tion,  refolvcd,  in  cnnccrt  with  Amru,  to  make  ufe  of  an  ar- 
tifice, that  might  pol&bly  excite  the  Khalifi  men  to  dcfcrt ; 
fince  nothing,  at  that  perilous  conjunilurc,  could,  as  he  ap- 
prehended, fave  both  him  and  his  troops,  but  fuch  a  dcfertion. 
He,  therefore,  inftantly  ordered  fome  of  his  men  to  fix  fevet^ 
copies  of  the  Ktrdn  upon  tbeir  lances  points,  and  to  carry 
them  at  the  head  of  his  troops ;  at  the  fame  time  crying  out, 
*'  This  is  tife  book  that  ought  to  decide  all  differences  be- 
"  twcen  us;  this  is  the  book  of  God  bet-/. ecn  us  and  you, 
"  which  abfultitely  prohibits  the  efFufion  of  Msjltm  blood." 
Nor  did  this  ftratagem,  coarfe  as  it  was,  fail  of  produc- 
ing the  defired  cft'eij.  For.  the  troops  of  Iraky  that  were 
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Ae'flowcr  of  the  Kbalifs  forces,  immediately  ihrtw  down 
their  aims ;  threatening  to  abandon  him,  and  even  to  deliver 
}ii(n  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  if  he  would  nof  found  a 
letrcat.  This,  therefore,  be  tound  himfclf  obhgedto  Jo ;  tbo' 
he  moft  bitterly  exclaimed  againft  that  point  of  condu^  in 
^eftrongeft  manner  i  afliinng  (he  muiiniEcrs,  chat  ./JWu  and 
Moawiyah  bad  not  the  leall  regard  bir  the  Koran;  and  that 
his  view  in  the  prefent  war  was  only  to  force  them  to  a&  ac- 
cording to  the  tenets  and  dc-cifions  of  thiit  book.  But  he 
found  It  impolSble  to  fteni  the  torrent  that  now  threatened  te 
overwhelm  him,  without  an  immediate  compliance  wiib 
what  they  required ;  efpecially  as  the  KbdrtjittSy  an  enihufi- 
aftic  ft£ky  openly  declared,  that,  unleis  he  iaflaniJy  ordered 
the  troops  under  /fi  jtjhtar  to  defift  from  the  attack  of  tlw 
Syrian  camp,  they  would  ferve  him  in  the  lame  manner  they 
had  done  the  Ton  q{  A^an,  meaning  the  lafl  Khalif  OthmoMy 
whom  they  had  inhumwly  murdered.  Al  /fjktan,  therefore, 
by  the  Khalfs  command,  was  obliged,  tho'  with  the  gr^eft 
relufbnce,  to  retire,  and  fuffer  the  vii^ory,  of  ^hit^  he 
Ihought  himfelf  lb  fecurc,  by  this  ftratagem,  to. be  wrefted 
Out  of  his  hands.  The  night  in  which  t-his  battle  was  fought 
has  been  named  by  the  /frai  hidorians  thk  valiant 
NIGHT ;  bccaufc,  fays  Ji  ASakfHt  the  Mafltms  behaved  fo 
viiantfy  in  it,  that  they  broke  all  their  fpears,  and  fpent  the 
remainder  of  it  in  a  clofe  engagement.  About  70,000  fell 
OEi  both  fides  that  fatal  night,  according  to  fome  of  the  jfrai 
hiflorians,  if  wie  will  believe  the  fame  author  ;  25,000  on  the 
AT/w/^'s,  and  +5,000  gn  that  of  the  Syrians.  But  oihen  of 
them,  as  he  alfo  obfcrves,  and  with  a  greater  appearance  of 
fruth,  as  we  apprehend,  a£rm,  that  Ali  lofi  25,000  men, 
^nd  Meaviiyab  45,000,  in  all  the  anions  that  happened  at 
Stffiin.  Upon  the  return  of  the  day,  jfli  was  obliged  to  cocJ 
the  ardour  of  his  vidorious  troops,  when  they  had,  as  it  were, 
render&l  the  aftton  dccifiv^  in  his  favour,  in  the  manner  al^ 
ready  related.  The  flratagcm  that  occafioned  this  was  con- 
trived, and  fuggefted  to  Afa^wiyo^t  by  yfmru  ^bit  Al  At,  if 
^y  credit  be  due  to  Ahu  Jaafar  Ai  Tabari  b. 
^ht£f-  MoAWiYAH,  after  the  end  of  the  a^ion,  defiring  that 
fMtt  ht-  the  difpute  betwixt  him  and  Alt  might  be  brought  to  a  decifioa 
t^tpi  Ali  by  two  perfons  nominated  by  the  parties  concerned,  according 
«»/Moi-  to  the  true  and  genuine  fenfe  of  the  Keratt;  AJhaatb  Ebs 
wiyah  re-  Kais,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  corrupted  by  M§atui- 
Jirrtdis    ygf,^  ii\i^  yfli  bpw  he  approved  of  that  expedient.     The 

*  AlMakin  t  D*HsiiBEi.  obi  fjp.  Gkeo.  Abu'l-Faiaj, 
vbi  fup.  p.iSS.iS^.  Abu  Jaafar  ^^  TASAK.Bpad  AIMakio, 
^bi  flip.  isM,  Aeulf^ D.  ubi  flip. 

•  ^Itilif 


Khtt^vaSsitttA  Jiiip  cgldlr,  <*  He  tl^u;  is  nof  at  libertj'  can-  fA#  arli- 
"  not  give,  Ms  advice.  Yov  are  to  coa4u£l  tljjs  affair  as  yov""'"'«*/ 
•*  ibaU  tbi^k  pippcr*"  This  apparently  giaticcd  pt  the  late '"* /*r- 
pc^&diQUB  con^u£t  of  th,c  troops  of  hat,  who  confideied/m'. 
jf^atb  as  their  chief.  Not  content  with  ofTering  To  erof^  an 
affront  as  tbcy.had  done,  to  the  poor  ^balify  tJiey  in/itWd  up- 
on Qominacuig  for  him  Abu  pduja  Al  Afi>4ri,  a  v#ry  weak 
nun,  aj)d  ooe  who  had  once  bcttayt^  him  ;  fefufinfi;  to  iidr 
mit,  as  he  defired,  either  Ekn  Abhai  or  Al  AJhtoTy  at  inikej 
^/ other  pcrfoQ  that  )^y  thought  had  the  leafl'rcgard  for 
JUm.  MeauA;^b^  ob  the  c^ei  hand,  was  treated  in  quite  fi 
dificrcnt  manuer.  He  was  allowed  to  tniQ  bis  intetcft  with 
whom  be  pleafed ;  and  sccoidingly  he  nominMM  /Imrti  £tn  . 
At  4iy  one  of  the  ff^auQ.  men  of  the  age,- 19  aitert  his  {igb,t 
to  the  Khalifat,  and  explain  the  ^«ran  jti  liis  favour.  "Hie 
two  aibitratora,  with  whpm  the  detcfmi(ia(ion  of  this  tSsif  , 
'was  intniftcd,  weie  injotned  to  decide  it  the  next  Ramej/ant 
agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Xeran,  and  the  coUqftion  of  ;h^ 
pfopbet's  tiaditions.  This  point  being  ureed  uddd,  tho'  b^ 
no  means  to  the  fatisfaSion  of  the  KheOf,  Mtawiyeb  retired 
to  Damaftm^  an^  AH  to  C^«,  in  oider  to  wiit  the  eveni  </ 
that  arbitiatioD.  But,  before  tbeir  dcparti^e,  each  of  tben 
left  the  command  of  his  army  to  one  of  his  generals  ;  and  ior 
veiled  witb  a  proper  authorityi  that  he  might  beixer  beenabliA 
to  Icttle  evet^  thing  relating  to  rcli^on,  in  their  abfroce>  t 
particular  Inwm.  We  6n4  ^t  intimated  by  Abtt  Jaafer,  that 
the  Syrian  and  Ireiian  troops  chofe  the  arbitrators }  and  coar 
fequently,  that  Jli  and  Meawiyah  had  no  hand  in  that  eledioa. 
The  plaice  appointed  for  thcJcene  of  ibis  arduous  tranfadion, 
upon  which  dtc  fiite  of  the  Mojkm  empire,  yet  in  its  infancy, 
Jeemed  to  depend,  was  Dtmmat  Al  JandaU  a  town  on  th^ 
borders  of  fyn'u,  about  fifteen  or  fixiecn  days  journey  from 
fi^diiuif  and  five  from  Damafcus,  The  antient  inhabitant) 
of  ihie  place,  as  well  as  thoTe  of  Tabiic,  were  the  CaihittSf 
dcTcended  from  Caib,  and  coiifequexitly  a  branch  of  the  tribe 
of  Hamjor  '■ 

About  cightmontha  after  the  battle  of  Sefftin^  Abu  Mufa  MXdiptfii 
and  AmruEbn  AlAs  came  to  Davimat  Aljattdal,  attended  *r  ^'i '*« 
fcy  feverai  of  the  ampamtnsy  and  efcorted  by  a  dcuchincnt  of  ""biira- 
the  MefitK  forces      Ebn  Abbus-,  before  the  opening  of  tbc"'^'* 
conferences,  dclircd  Abu  Mufa  to  remember  this,  whatever 
die  be  forgot*  that  AH  bad  no  blemifh  to  render  him  incapable 

*  IiM.  Abolpeb.  nbi  fup.  AlMakin,  ubt  fup.  p.  39,40^ 
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Shakip  AlEdusi,  Af  vt-'ti*.  in  cap,  de  Anb.  pur.  CHxk- 
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of  the  gofeininent,  rtoi  Madwifah  any  virtat  to  qmlifyhim 
for  it.  fiut,  notwithftuiding  this  falutaiy  admotiition,  Amruy 
who  WIS  perfiedly  well  acquainted  With  the  genius  of  his  col- 
legue,  by  his  arthil  addrels,  fo  far  inlinuated  himfelf  into  hit 
good  gtaccs,  that  he  could  bring  him  into  any  mcafures  which 
hcfliould  think  proper  to  fuggcft  to  him.  He,  therefore,  eafily 
perfuaded  Ahu  Mufa^  that,  in  order  to  re-'eflabli£b  peace 
amongft  the  MtJUmSy  ft  would  be  abfolutely  necellary  to  de- 
pofe  both  AH  and  Meawiyah;  that  a  new  Khal'if  might  be 
eleAed,  who  fliould  be  acceptable  to  all  the  people.  This 
important  article  being  fettled^  a  tribunal  was  ereded  between 
the  two  armies,  on  which  each  of  the  arbitrators  was  to  de- 
clare publicKiy  his  opinion.  This  Abu  Muja,  at  Amnts  rc- 
cjueft,  mounted  firft,  and  widi  a  loud  voice  pronounced  the 
following  words :  "  I  depofe  from  the  Khalifat  both  AH  and 
*'  MeSiuiyah,  in  die  fame  manner  that  I  now  take  this  ring 
*'  olF  my  finger;"  and  having  made  this  declaration,  he  im- 
mediately came  down.  Then  Amru,  in  his  turn,  aTcended 
the  tribunal,  and  laid,  ■<  You  have  heard,  gentlemen,  how 
*•  Abu  Mufa  has  depofed  Ally  whom  I  likewife  dcpofe,  aiid 
•*  confer  the  Khalifat  upon  Mtanilyab,  I  therefore  invefl 
•*  that  prince  with  the  fupreme  authority,  in  the  fame  man- 
**  ner  mat  I  put  this  ring  upon  my  finger,  And  this  I  am 
'*  die  more  readily  difpofed  to  do,  as  naving  juRice  on  my 
•'  fide ;  he  having  been  declared  by  Otbman  his  fucceffi)r, 
**  and  being  now  the  avenger  of  his  blood,  as  well  as  the 
•*  moft  worthy  of  all  the  Majlvns  of  that  fublime  ftation  to 
**  which  I  now  advance  him."  This  unexpe3ed  declaration 
ereatly  Ifaocked  all  the  pattizans  of  Ali^  who  complaihed 
bitterly  of  Abu  M&fa ;  and  he,  on  his  part,  in  very  fevere 
terms,  refle^ed  upon  Ampd  conduct,  who  had  fo  (bimc- 
fiilly  violated  the  priticipal  article  llipulated  in  the  late  con- 
vention. Ih  fine,  Abu  M&Ja^  after  having  been  fo  outwit- 
ted by  Amru^  not  thinking  himfelf  fafe  in  AliS  camp,  fled  to 
Mitca  for  his  forther  fecurity.  Some  of  the  Ardb  writers  re- 
late, that  this  Abu  Mufa  had  the  moft  mufical  voice  of  any 
perfon  of  his  time.  According  to  Abu  'JaefaVy  the  two  arbi- 
trators did  not  only  agree  to  depofe  botn  Alt  and  Meaviiyab, 
but  likewife  to  promote  to  the  Khalifat  AbcTalkb,  the  fon  of 
Omar  Ebn  AlKbattdh.  For  a  circumllantial  detail  ofAmru'i 
perfidious  condud  on  this  occafion,  we  muA  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer our  curious  readers  to  Abu'l-Paroj,  who,  in  that  point, 
will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfa^ion  ^, 

■  *  Abulped.  St  AlMakin,  nbifup.  Abv  Jaafak  AlTabari, 
apnd  Al  Maktn,  nbi  fup.  D'Hekbbl,  libi  fup.  p.  91,  9:.  Ckeg, 
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The  preceding  determtnation,  far  from  effcfling  a  recon*  AliV  iati- 
CtlUtion  between  the  contending  parties,  incenrcd  their  adhe-  rtji  tteim 
rents  to  foch  a  degree,  that  they  publicWy  curfed  and  excom-  *•  Jitlivt, 
municated  one  another  \f\  a  very  dreadfiil  manner.  Nor  did 
the  houfej  bi  Alt  and  Ommtjab,  to  the  laft  of  which  belonged 
both  Otbmaii  and  Jide&wiyah,  for  a  long  time  lay  afide  that  fe- 
ci [vocal  maledifUon.  Nay,  it  may  be  faid  Aill  to  fiibfift  in 
that  rivetted  antipathy  between  *c  Turks  and  the  Pirjiant, 
which  is  vifible  at  this  reiy  day.  HoweVer,  Atitru,  after  the 
public  declaration  he  had  made,  and  the  Syrian  tfoo^  he 
ommanded,  returned  to  Daimfitii,taA  compIimentcdJ/«ii- 
wiymb  upon  his  new  elcflion.  On  the  other  hand,  vffi  being 
determined  to  aileit  his  right  to  the  Khahfat,  and  evrai  in  A 
fltort  time  to  march  againll  Mtawiyah ;  no  Icfs  than  6o,000 
of  his  fubje^  took  a  frdh  oath  c^  allegiance  to  him,  and^ 
even  obliged  themfelves  to  fupport  him  to  the  lail  drop  itf 
their  blood.  But  notwithftanding  this  vigorous  refblution  ta- 
ken in  hb  favour,  that  Khatifs  intereft,  from  the  fatal  period 
we  are  now  upon,  b^an  greatly  to  decline  *. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that,  before  the  Ali  ir^i 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  followed  the  late  fufpcn^  iu  titt*  tf 
fion  of  sr;ns  between  Ali  and  Maatuiyab,  couid  be  perfeSly  Khalif. 
reduced  to  writing,  both  Amru  and  Mtawijab  infifled,  that 
the  tide  of  mprrar  of  tht  faithful^  which  Ait  had  afTumed, 
and  prefixed  to  a  copy  of  thofe  articles,  fhould  be  intirely  ef- 
feccd.  To  this  Ahnaf  Ehn  Kais  would  have  perfuaded  the 
Khatif  never  to  give  his  confent.  But  AU  told  him,  that, 
friien  he  was  fecrctary  to  his  father-in-law  ^ci^ffimf</,£A6iii7 
Bbn  Amru  refiifed  to  treat  with  the  prophet,  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Muca.,  unlefs  he  would  renounce  the  title  of  the 
Apostle  of  God.  Which,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  he  accord- 
ingly did,without  hefitation;  and  ordered  me,  faid  AH,  toeftace 
that  title,  after  it  had  been  inferted  at  the  head  of  the  inflni-  . 
ment  containing  the  articles  of  the  treaty  to  be  %ned  by  both 
parties,  and  fubflitute  in  its  room  the  following  words,  Mo- 
hammed ibtfm  s/'Abd'allah.  At  the  fame  time,  he  addreHed 
_  himfelf  to  me,  continued  the  KbaEf,  in  the  following  remark- 
able terms  :  Renumbtr,  there  ■wiUatrtafitr  eeme  a  day  whtn  ym 
fitaU  find yaurfilf  in  afaidlar  cafe.  Ali,  therefore,  a^ttd  to  the 
omiffion  of  that  tide,  of  which,  by  his  own  arbitrator,  AhuM&fai 
he  had  been  io  folemnly  deprived.  All  tbefe  tranfa<£)ions  hap- 
pened in  the  37th  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  of  Christ  657,  aa 
aid  alfo  the  dcfeSion  of  the  Khdrejites,  or  rebels,  for  that  the 
word  really  fignifies;  of  which,  as  it  is  a  very  curious  article 
of  the  Arabic  hiAory,  in  the  Khalifat  of  Alt,  we  muft  beg 

•  Ai,M«ititi,  Gieo.Asv'l-Faka],  ftCHEXBEUubifup. 
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leave  to  ff-Ve  our  readers  hen  a  diftin^  and  particular  rda- 

Titdifit'  AFTtfL  Alibii  tiJomitud  the  decifioa (^  his  right  U»  the 
tient/tie  JCia/ifat,  which  Afoawiynh  difputed  with  him,  to  arbitration} 
Kbare-  ^e  retired  to  Cufa^  as  has  been-  already  obfervcd.  But  hs  waa 
jU*.  jjo  foonu'  ifrivod  there,  than  iz,ooo  KhSr^iUi^  that  is,  re- 
inIi,,,or  rnn&ert,  who  had  fought  u^der  him  at  the  battle  o£ 
St^ttH^  and  themfelvei  forced  htm  to  t^e  that  ignomiiMout 
flep,  pcetemding  to  be  offended  at  this  fubmiJlton,  revolted 
firom  hioL.  Thefe  vftts  aifo  called  Mihakkemittt^  or  Ju^cia- 
rimt;  bftcaufe  the  r«ion  they  gave  for  their  revolt  wasi  thu 
Jli  hw)  refmcd  a  matter  concejning  the  religion  of  God  to 
i^^jude^au  of  inen ;  wbcrcai  iixjudgmtra,  in  fuch  <;aifc,  be- 
longed u  God  alone.  Inconsequence  of  this  notion,  thcf 
urged).. tbati  inftead  of  ftanding  to  the  peace  he  had  mode, 
be  «u^  to  purfue  his  Cneraies,  who  were  likewife  the  cne- 
mica  of  God,  witbotit  mercy.  But  M  anfwered,  that,  at 
be.  ha(l  giuea  his  word,  he  ought  to  keep  if ;  and  that  in  b 
doing,  he  fiioutd  follow  what  the  lav  of  God  prefcribcd. 
The  Kbarejitti  replied,  that  God  was  the  only  judge  between 
him  aad  Moawiyab ;  and  that  confequcn^ly  he  had  commit- 
'  ted  an  enormous  Cm,  of  which  he  ought  fuicerely  to  repent 
'This  ifrita'ting  jiJi,  he,  with  fome  warmth,  rcmonArated  to 
fbem*  that,  if  any  ftn  had  been  conmitied  on  this  occafion, 
the  world  woidd  juftty  impute  the  guilt  of  it  to  them  ;  who, 
•QBtracy  to  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  bad  abandoned 
h>m  in  the  heat  of  the  late  a^on,  and  ebligod  him  to  purAie 
thofe  very  mcafuies,  which,  at  that  time,  as  they  pretended, 
,  gave  them  fo  much  ofience  8. 

Thtirrt-  Th£,  rebel*,  not  at  all  latisfied  with  thcGs  rcafons,  chofe, 
htUi»H  M  for  their  general,  MSalhth  Ebn  ff^abei,  wita  appointed  .Mi- 
txtim-  harwan,  a  town  ^niated  between  ffafit  and  Baghdad,  about 
gtiiJbtJij  four  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the  TJgrh,  the  place  of  their  rendez- 
A\i.  voua.     They  had  not  been  here  long  before  they  were  joined 

t^  great  numbers  of  Jli'a  dilafii»Eted  fu^efis  from  Cufi, 
Bafra,  and  various  yarts  of  Arabia.  The  Khalif  at  firll  took 
litdc  notice  of  them ;  his  thoughts  being  chiefly  bent  upon 
reducing  Meaaiiyah,- v^m  he  oon&dered  as  much  the  mote 
formidable  enemy.  But  being  informed,  that  they  were  in- 
cTeafcd  to  the  number  of  25,000  men,  that  they  condemned 
as  impious  all  who  did  not  fall  in  wiih  their  fentimcnts,  and 
*  Ebn  Al  Athir,  ubl  fup.  D'Herbel.  ubi  fup,  p.  92,  At 
Beidawi,  Ism.  Abulped.  de  vit.  Mofaammed.  c.  xliv.  p.  87.  Al 
SHAHitESTAn.  apud  Pocockium,  in  not.  ad  fpec.  hift.  Arab.  p. 
169.  I  Al  M-AKiH  &  Greo.  Abu'l-Paka},  ubi  fup.  At 

Shahkestah.  apud  Pocockium,  ubi  fup.  p.  270.   D'Heebel. 
iibifup.  p.  91, 
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that  tbey  hod  alreatly  put  to  deuh  feverpl  MeJIimt,  fttt  re- 
fufirtg  to  comply  with  their  iniquitous  mealiires ;  he  refoIvKf, 
in  fine,  to  exterminate  a  led,  which  tended  to  the  fubveriion 
of  the  very  foundations  of  Mshpmmtdifm.  However,  he 
thought  lit,  before  he  proceeded  to  extremities,  to  try  gentle 
methods;  but  thcTe proving  ineffefhjal,  he  allembled  a^con- 
fidenUe  body  of  troops,  at  the  head  of  which  he  prefentcd 
hifflTtif  to  their  view.  Neverthclefs,  before  he  attacked  them, 
be  bid  the  precaution  to  plant  a  (hmdard  without  the  camp, 
and  to  make  proctamation  by  (bund  of  trumpet,  that  whofo- 
Mer  would  rome  under  it,  fhoutd  have  quarter,  and  whor<^ 
«ver  wculd  retire  to  Cufoy  fhould  find  a  landuary  there.  Tbia 
ftratagcm  produced  the  dellred  effect ;  infomuch  that  AbJ^at- 
lab  Ebn  ff^ahti  foon  found  his  army  reduced  to  4000  men. 
However,  being  animated  by  defpair,  he  attacked  the  Khalifa 
fi»ce8,  notwtthftanding  the  inequality  of  his  troops.  But  h«  • 
received  the  juft  rewari  of  his  temerity  and  prerumption  ;  be- 
ing cut  to  pieces,  with  all  his  men,  except  nine  who'  efcaped. 
Of  thele,  as  wearetoldbyfomehiftOTiansgtwoflcdintoC^niTfr, 
two  into  Kermaitt  two  into  Sijifian,  two  into  Mtfepatamxa, 
and  one  .into  TV/  Mavjr&ny  in  Tamait ;  in  all  which  places 
Aey  propagated  their  herefy,  where,  as  we  are  told,  it  re- 
mains to  this  day.  Others  maintain,  tho'  not  with  fuch  aa 
appearance  of  truth,  in  our  opinion,  that,  of  the  4000  Kh&' 
rtjittty  commanded  by  Abtallah  £bn  fVabtb,  not  a  man  fur- 
vived  the  general  dcftruiflion ;  All  being  lefblved  to  purfue 
this  impious  and  rebellious  left  even  to  excifion.  Before  the 
bt^nning  of  the  a^on,  All  told  fome  of  his  friends,  that 
"  the  rebels,  who  pretended  to  fpcnd  fo  much  of  their  time  in  , 
:"  reading  the  Koran,  without  obferving  its  precepts,  would 
**  defert  their  profirDion,  at  the  approach  of  danger,  with  as 
**  great  celeri^  as  arrows  &y  firoin  a  bow,  when  they  are  dif- 
**  charged  from  iti"  which  accordingly  came  to  pafi.  It 
will  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  the  herefy  of  the  KhAre- 
/»fft  conltfted  chiefly  in  two  things:  i.  In  that  they  affirmed  a 
nan  might  be  promoted  to  th^  dignity  of  Imam^  ot  prince, 
tho^  he  was  not  of  the  tribe  oi  Kerel/h,  nor  even  a  free  man^ 
pntyided  be  was  ajuft  and  pious  perltni,  and  endued  with  the 
tther  Fequifite  qualifications ;  and  alfo  held,  that  if  the  ImSm 
turned  afide  from  the  truth,  he  might  be  put  to  death,  or  de- 
po&d ;  and  that  then  was  no  abfolute  nece&ity  for  any  Imam  ac 
aHintheworld.  2.  lnthattheycbaiged.Y/(  withfin,  forhaving 
left  an  affair  to  the  judgment  of  men,  which  ought  to  have  been 
determined  by  God  alone ;  and  went  io  far  as  to  declare  him 
piilty  of  infiddity,  and  to  curie  him  on  that  account.  The 
friiltipd  fe^b,  or  brandies,  of  the  Khartjitti,  befides  the  Me- 
haiit^us  here  mentiQQed,  are  &Xi  wbicb,  tho'  they  greatly 
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,  dififer  amongft  themfelves  in  other  maRera,  yet  agree  in-tltefe, 

viz.  that  they  abfolutely  rejed  Othman  and  Ali^  preferriiig 
the  doing  of  this  to  the  greateft  obedience,  and  allowing  mar- 
riages to  be  contracted  on  no  other  termi }  that  they  account 
thofe  who  are  guilty  of-  grievous  fins  to  be  infidels ;  and  that 
they  hold  it  neceflary  to  refill  the  Imam  when  he  tranfgreflcs 
the  law.  The  moft  celebrated  of  the  Kbarejites  feem  to  be 
the  Wa'i£ans,  io  called  from  Al  fTaid,  which  fignifies  the 
threat:  denounced  ,by  God  againft  the  wicked.  Tbefe  are 
die  antagonifts  of  the  AJergiant,  and  aflert^  that  he  who  is 
guilty  of  an  enormous  fm  ought  to  be  declared  an  infidel,  or 
an  xpo&iie,  and  will  be  eterndly  punifiied  in  hell,  though  be 
were  a  true  believer;  which  opinion  of  theirs  occaTioned  the 
firft  rife  of  the  Afotazalitet.  One  "Jaafar  Ebit  Mibajbar^  of 
the  fed  of  the  Nadhamiam^  was  yet  more  feverc  dkan  the 
Wa'idians,  pronouncing  him  to  be  a  reprobate,  and  an  apo- 
flate,  who  fteals  but  a  gnun  of  corn.  The  defeat,  or  rather 
almoft  total  extirpation,  of  the  Khdrtjittt,  who  perfifted  in 
their  rebellion,  whofc  name  alfo,  according  to  Ebn  Al  Keffk^ 
fignified  tribute^  as  they  received  tribute  without  the  leave  of 
the  prince,  and  even  in  oppofitlon  to  hitn,  happened  in  the 
38th  year  of  the  Hejra,  the  year  following  their  revolt,  at  s 
place,  as  fliould  feem  from  Eutychius^  called  Kheruxi,  or  Kit- 
rHzia,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Naharwan.  Their  leader,  Ah- 
SaUah  Ebn  IVahib,  loft  his  life  in  the  afHon ;  and  the  glorious 
vidory  gained  on  this  occafion  reunited  under  the  government 
of  Aii  the  whole  body  of  the  Mifiemi  fettled  in  Arabia  ''. 
72,  uj,a.  The  Kbalf\wi'v\%  thus  happily  extinguifhed  this  red»]Iion, 
WVi  earn  which  ftruclc  at  the  very  foundations  of  IJlamifm  itfelf,  as  well 
M  Ciifa  as  the  fupreme  authority  with  which  he  was  at  firft  fo  legally 
mhandtittd  invefted  by  the  unanimous  fufFrages  of  the  Miflttm^  he  made 
is  bii  the  necejury  difpofitlons  for  marching  immediately  agalnft 
trMpi.  M»Swiyah,  in  order  to  reduce  him  likewife  to  his  obedience. 
But  he  was  diverted  from  this  defign  bv  fome  perfons  about 
him,  who  probably  were  fecrct  well-wiuieis  to  Miaunjah,  as 
this  would  have  been  the  moft  proper  feafon  to  have  stacked 
bim,  when  his  men  were  fo  flulbcd  with  their  late  fucccfs,  un- 
der the  pretence,  that  he  had  not  yet  made  fufficient  prepara- 
tions for  fo  long  a  war  as  this  was  like  to  be;  and  that  he  ou^t 
to  allow  his  troops  fome  refreshment,  after  the  fatigues  they 
badfuftained.  Ali,  therefore,  following  their  advice,  formed 
a  camp  at  NaUlab,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ca/a  j  and  pef- 

*  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup,  p.  39.  Poc.  in  not.  ad  fpec.  hift,  Arab, 
p.  370.  D'Hekbel.  ubi  fup.  Al  Shahrbitaii.  apad  Pocockium,' 
ubi  Tap.  p.  2j6.  At.  Jamhab.  ic  Abulfbo.  ubi  fnp.  Gate, 
Abu'l-Faka;,  ubi  fup.  Sc  p.  169.  Ebh  AlKoma,  apod'Po- 
cock,  ubi  fup.  EuTYca.  ubi  fup.  p.  341,  343. 

mittei 


C.  2'.  3***  Hifitry «/  tbt  AraU.  31 

mittcd  hit  men  to  retire  to  Cufa^  to  follow  their  occupationi  , 
there  one  day,  and  return  to  the  foRt  affigned  them  the  next) 
during  the  lime  of  hii  inaunpmcnt  there.  The  confcquence 
of  which  waSf  th^  the  camp  wai  foon  intircly  deferted  by  the 
troops  that  formed  it>  and  of  courfe  the  jfi&iri^himfelf  obliged 
to  retire  to  Cufa,  then  the  Kceptacle  ef  thofc  troops  '. 

It  bat  been  already  obferved,  that  jfli,  in  the  beginning  of  Egypt 
his  Khalifat^  conferred  the  government  of  Egypt  upon  KaisfS'i*ffd 
£tn  S^tdt  who  acquitted  hlmfelf  of  his  chai^  wjth  great  h  Amro 
prudence.  Finding,  on  his  arrival  there,  that  the  partizans^*^  ^' 
otOtbm&it  or  ratbcT  Jlfeawiyab,  formed  a  very  conliderable  '  - 
fadiont  be  thought  it  proper  to  aca>mmo<Iate  himfelf  to  the 
times}  which  he  did  wi^  fo  much  addrefs,  that  he  kept 
every  thing  in  good  order ;  infomuch  that  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  were  very  well  pleafed  with  his  adminilhabon. 
'This  condud  of  Kaii  furnifhed  MsSuiijah  with  an  occafion 
«rf  publifliit^  every-where,  that  thtf  governor  of  Egypt  was 
hi*  friend,  and  a£tcd  in  concert  with  him  j  which  he  did,  in 
order  to  render  him  fufpedcd  to  AH^  who  yet  had  not  a  more 
Cuthful  friend  amongft  his  fiibjcds.  That  he  might  the  more 
e^^ually  cariy  his  point,  MeSwiyab  forged  a  letter  in  Kai^s 
n^mc,  direficd  to  himfelf;  wherein  it  was  infinuated,  that 
the  reaftin  why  be  had  not  treated  with  more  feverity  the  ad- 
herents of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab  was,  becaufe  be  was  him- 
felf intirely  in  their  mcafures.  Which  artifice  of  MeAviyab 
bad  the  defired  eScQ.  For  AH  hereby  entertaining  a  fufpi- 
oon  of  Kaii't  fidelity  to  him,  immediately  recalled  him,  and 
appointed  Adabammtd  Ebn  Abu  Beer  governor  of  Egypt  in  his 
room ;  which  occalioned  great  commotions  in  that  province. 
T'or  the  new  governor  no  fooner  fet  his  foot  there,  than  be 
began  to  chafe  out  of  that  country  all  thofe  who  profefled  any 
regard  for  Otbman,  or  prefeived  any  veneration  for  his  me- 
mory. Upon  whichf  fuch  civil  wars  and  diflcnfions  enfued, 
that  jfli  was  obliged  to  fend  for  Mebammid  home,  and  to  dif- 
patch  MaUc  Sbulur,  Ibmetimes  called  UJbtur  Make  Ebn  Ha- 
rftb  Jl^ajai,  into  Egypt^  to  re-eflablifb  his  authori^  there. 
Mtavjiyab  being  apprized  of  this,  prevailed  upon  a  friend  of 
his  at  ktium,  a  town  upon  the  Rtd  See,  where  Ujhtur  Make 
was  to  lodge,  in  his  pallage  to  Egypt,  to  poifon  him  ;  which 
be  accordingly  did,  by  giving  him  fome  poifoned  hOney  at  an 
enteruinment  he  had  prepared  for  him.  Tliis  obliged  JH 
to  continue  Mohammtd  Ebn  Abu  Beer  fome  time  longer  in 
the  government  of  Egypt ;  from  whence  he  immediately 
expelled  all  the  Battu  Hareib,  probably  on  account  of  the 
relation  they  bore  to  XJjhtur  Males  his  fuccefTcr,  who  were 


'  D'Hehbel.  Biblioth,  orient,  p.  92, 93. 
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fbme  of  the  blackefl:  anil  moR  TwartTiy  kind  of  Arebt ;  trtaicfi 
proved  the  total  ruin  of  Ali't  intereft  in  that  region.  For, 
the}'  inftant]^  retired  to  Damafcus,  where  they  informed  M»a- 
vjtyah  of  the  treatment  they  had  met  with  from  Mobammedi  * 
at  the  fame  time  anuring  him,  that  he  might  eafily  malce  htm- 
fclf  mafter  of  Egypt.  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  It^ea- 
t  wlyah  fent  AmrM  Bin  Al  As  with  a  body  of  6000  men,  to 
take  poflefllon,  in  his  name,  of  the  government  of  that  coun- 
try. Amru^'m.  purfuance  of  his  orders,  marched  with  all 
iiaffible  expedition  into  E^pty  feized  the  capital  city,  and  wa» 
ix>n Joined  by  Ebn  Shangy  who  had  put  himfclf  at  the  head 
of  Othmen's  party,  with  a  confiderable  force.  After  this 
'junSion,  Amru  attacked  Mohammtd  Ebn  Abu  Beery  Ai'fs  go- 
vernor, intirely  defeated  him,  and  took  him  prifbner.  Not 
latisfied  with  this,  be  put  him  to  death  j  and,  inclofing  his 
body  in  that  of  an  afs,  burnt  it  to  aflies.  This  barbarity  gave 
greatoffence  to-his  filler -^(/ia,  who  begged*  curie  upon  Amru 
and  Meauiiyab  for  It  at  the  end  of  all  her  prayers,  and  took 
Alahammeifs  dependents  and  domellics  under  her  prote^on. 
j^/(  alfo  himfclf  was  greatly  concerned  at  this  tragical  event'; 
faying,  '*  We  (ball  account  for  him  before  God.  Ahi  faa' 
yi>r  relates,  that  Mehammed  Ebn  Abu  Becr,  after  the  defeat  of 
his  forces,  efcaped  out  of  the  battle,  and  hid  himfelf ;  but 
was  difcovcred,  and  brought  to  Amru^  by  MaSwiyah  Ebk 
Kbsdbaj,  who  treated  him  in  the  cruel  manner  above-men- 
tioned.  He  was  tut  olF  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,  after 
he  had  been  five  months  only  governor  of  Egypt.  After  his 
death,  the  poA  he  Blled  was  occupied  by  Amru  Ebn  Al  As ; 
upon  whonl  it  was  conferred  by  Madwiyahj  who  then  a^ed 
as  Khalif  in  Syria  k. 
Moawi-  The  next  year,  being  the  39th  of  the/fz/m,  Maawiyah 
yah'/  fent  fevcral  detachments  to  make  incurflons  into  All's  territo- 
traspt  lies,  where  they  committed  dreadful  depredations.  The  moft 
mekt  in-  confiderable  of  thefe  detachments,  under  the  command  of 
€w-fia,i^  Dahak  Ebn  Kais^  confifting  of  3000  men,  plundered  fevcral 
intoMCi  diftrias  of  Iraky  and  then  penetrated  into  Hejdz.  But  Z)«- 
**'^'^"'.hak  was  met  by  a  body  of  the  Khalifa  troops,  confifting  of 
4000  men,  under  the  conduft  of  Hajar  Ebn  Adu  after  he 
had  retired  out  of  that  province,  at  Todmor.  Here  Hajar 
attacked  the  enemy  with  fuch  bravery,  that  he  put  them  to 
flight,  killed  feveral  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  and  recovered 
the  booty  they  had  acquired.  This  vigorous  adlion  was  of 
confiderable  fervice  to  the  Khalifas  fubjeSs  in  thofe  parts,  who 
bad  been  thrown  into  the  utmoft  coiifiernuion.    For,  the 

^  AlMakin,  abifap.  p.3lS,4o.    D'Hbbiel.  abi  fup.  p.  93. 
Ism.  ABUi.rs0.  MS.  Pocotk.  ia  Bibl.  Bodl,  Oxoo.  ubi  fup. 
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Syri4ait  had  not  011I7  [ullaged  the  country  through  which,  dinr 
iDoved}  but  likewife  put  ul  the  Arabs  they  cowd  meet  wiui 
to  (be  fwonH ;  which  had  ftruck  the  Mejkna  there  with  A»;h 
tenor,  that,  for  fome  time,  none  of  them  durft  even  pcifonn 
tltc  pilgnniage  to  Muca  '. 

The  fiune  year,  u  we  apprehend,  and  not  the  preceding,  Bafira  &•• 
I*  has  beat  4ittimated  by  D'Htrbelet,  without  any  manner  of  im  hf 
foundation,  who  has  been  fdlowed  herein  by  Mr.  Ocktn,  Alt  Ho&ni- 
Iciit for  hU  faithful  friend,  Abiallab  Ebn  Mbh^  Uom  Bafrayy*^'' 
of  which  place  he  was  then  governor,  xa  MtHna^  that  he^"^'*"^ 
might  with  him  take  fuch  tefoiutions  as  were  fultahle  to  the''f^'^^ 
IKcfent  Jkuation  of  his  aSairs.     Msawiyab  receiving  advice'~|^  ^ 
of  this  event,  immediately  ordered  Abtfaliab  tti  HadrSmi^' 
to  march  to  Bafra  with  a  body  of  2000  horfe,  and  poflefs 
himfelf  of  that  city,     Thefe  orders  he.eafily  executed,  a^ 
Ziydd,  £in  Abbot' »  lieutenant  there,   had  not  a  fufficient 
number  of  troops  to  oppofe  him,  and  the  city  itfelf  was  not 
capable  of  making  any  defence.     AS  being  informed   of  . ' 
tlus,   fcnt  a  reinforcement  to  Z'tyad^  who  had  abandoned ' 
Bafra  at  AbdaUa^i  approach,  under  the  command  di  H&- 
rttbf  who  io'med  Zty^  at  a  fmall  dii^ance  from  Bafra  with- 
out any  loli.    After  this  Jun^oo,  the  combined  forces  at* 
tacked  jtbd'aSai  Al  Hadrami  near  that  city,  overthrew  him, 
and  killed  him  upon  the  fpot.  Upon  which,  Bafra  furrendcred 
aea^  to  Alii  who  immediately  fent  back  iia\h.ti  Abdallak 
£hn  Abbas,  to  command  there  as  he  had  done  before.  Which 
tnuitaAions  we  have  thought  lit  to  place  in  the  39th  year  of 
the  H^TA,  as  the  tncurlions  mentioned  by  Mr.  Qeidtj  imme- 
diaKly  before  them  feem  tocorrefpond  exa£ily  with  thofe  that 
Al  Mekirt  afTures  us  were  made  by  Mtawiyah's  detachments 
that  year.     Our  learned  and  curious  readers,  therefore,  we 
hope,  will  not  cenfure  us  for  preferring  the  authority  of  Al 
Makit  to  that  of  M.  D'Htrbekt,  in  the  point  before  us "". 

But  notwithftandjng  feveral  incurfions  were  made,  andZiyid;*- 
jbme  few  expeditions  of  tittle  note  undertaken  by  the  troops  ffrMPer- 
of  Alt  and  A^eawiyai  this  year,  no  action  of  ulat  fecms  tofia  toitb 
have  happened  in  it.     The  Syrians  having  already  fuftainedf  w  'f"* 
foj  conliderable  loflea  in  this  war,  were  not  in  a  condition'^  ^"^ 
to  make  any  CT^a*  impreffion  upon  the  Arabs  ;  and  the  Arais,f^^^"' 
on  the  other  Tide,  being  ftill  baraficd  by  diflenfions,  did  with 
nidi  no  fmall  difficulty  maintain  thcmfelves  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
dependency.    As  the  difpute  betwixt  All  and  Afeawlyab  had 
di&irbed  the  repofe  of  Syria  and  Arabia^  fo  the  tranquillity  of 

'  Al  Makih.  ntnfup.  p.^i.  Grec.  AbuVFakaj,  ubifup, 
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P«;y^  was  Ukewire  hot  a  little  a&Aett  b]r  the  prerem  cdtti- 
motions.     This  induced  JitTallab  Ehn  Aihas,  '/tS'a  tieute- 
tiaht  of  Bafra,  to  fend  Zi^d,  a  priribn  of  great  prudence  and 
modctation,  who  had  lately,  in  corjilnaion  with  f£b-eth,  de- 
feated Abttallah  ^IHadrandf  one  ofAfoiiwiyah'i  generals,- tin 
to  Ptr/iOf  tliat  he  riiigiit  take  upon  him  the  »>vcriiment  bf 
that  country ;  in  which  poft  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  Veil,  tkn 
the  Perfiam  declared  they  had  never  been  blelled  with  fi> 
happy  an  adminiftration  finccthc  days  of  AnuJhirwSti.     After 
the  late  defeat,  Dahat,  who  then  Ipft  a  coniiderlbte  number 
of  men  upon  the  fpot,  with  great  precipitation  abandoned  the 
diftri£t  of  Hetns ;  and  with  much  difficmty,  by  hvour  of  the 
night,  made  his  tifcape  into  the  interior  part  of  Sjria  p. 
MoSwi-  '      In  the  40th  year  of  the  Hi^ra,  or  the  year  of  our  LoKD 
yah'/         660,  Mamuiyah  Bbn  Abu  Sofian  fent  Bajher  Elm  Artah,  with 
tn^      "a  body  of  30oohorre,  to  make  ait  irruption  \a\.oHejax;  widt 
mtiii  iM-  "  orders  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  Mecca  and  Me£na,  the  inhabitants 
tarfom    ■  of  thofc  places  having  kept  a  correfpondence  with  him  ever 
imia  Ali'i  ■  fljice  the  death  of  Othman,  and  by  this  means  open  himfelf  a 
"^'"""•paflage  irito  Yamafi.     Ahu  Ayub,  the  Anfar,  and  FatbSm  Eh 
Ahhdif  who  commanded  in  thofc  places  for  AH,  abandoned 
them  at  Bajher's  approach  ;  upon  which,  he  obliged  the  in- 
habitants to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Moawiyab,  and 
'  threw  down  the  walls  of  Medina.     Abu  Ayub^    the  com- 
•  mandant  of  that  'city,  before  Bajher  entered  it,  with  a  fc* 
.  attendants,  made  his  efcapeto  Cufa  ". 
EbnAr'       Abd'allah  Ebn  Abbas,  fumamed  ^k  AnJSr^  in  or^ 
tah'i  eru-  to  didinguifli  him  from  Ah^allab  Ebn  Abbas,  one  of  Al?i  mofi 
tby  im      f^thful  friends,  and  governor  of  Bafra,  Al?3  lieutenant  of 
Arabia.     Taman,  fi;ar!ng  a  vifit  from  Ebn  Artah,  and  being  in  no  con- 
dition to  oppofe  him,  upon  the  rumour  of  what  had  happened 
to  Mttca  and  Medina,  fled  likewife  to  Ciifa.     He  attempted 
to  carry  off  with  him  his  two  fons,  who  were  boys  -,  but  they 
tiad  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  Ebn  Artah's  hands  upon  the 
road,  who  caufed  them  to  be  barbaraufly  murdered.     He  alfo 
put  to  the  fword  a  great  number  of  Arabs  in  Taman,  and  par- 
-  tirularly  at  Sanaa,  who  had  declared  themfelves  adherents  to 
AIL    Then  he  returned  to  Mecca,  and  afterwards  cot  off 
30,000  Arabt  more  at  Al  Tdyef,  Yamdma,  and  Medina.     JUi 
being  apprized  of  what  had  happened,  fent  a  detachment  of 
4000  horfe,  under  the  command  of  ^ariyah,  to  purfue  Eh» 
Artah  \  but  he  found  it  impofCble  to  come  up  with  him.  We 
ate  told,  that  Alt  was  fo  extremely  touched  at  hearing  the 

"TsM.  Abulfed,  ubifup.  CHbiibbl.  Biblioth.Wieot.  p.  93. 
Al  Makih,  ubifup.  p.  41.  \  D'H&rbel.  &  AlMaiTIh, 
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news  of  tlie  murder  committed  on  the  young  fons  of  AbttaU  - 
iab^  that  hc.cuifcd  Ebn  Artah,  and  begged  of  God  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  fcnfcs  a;id  unJerftanding.  Which  petkion, 
accoiding  to  fome  of  the  caAern  writers,  was  beard  ;  that 
CDmnunder  reaily  becoming  an  idiot  towards  the  clofe  of  his 
days,  and  dying  in  that  miferablc  condition.  Notwithlland- 
ing  the  war  was  canted  on  with  fuch  ciicumflances  of  cruelty 
on  the  pan  of  Afaatviyoh,  that  prince,  at  this  Jund^ure,  prayed 
puhlickty  foi  Jli,  Ho/an,  and  Hofein ;  as  the  KhaUf  did  foC 

'  aimy  JmrUy  and  Dahak.  About  this  time,  AS's  brother^ 
Oiml^  went  over  to  Meatviyah,  who  afligned  him  a  large  re- 
venue for  his  dcfeiSion.  Oiail  alleilgeano  other  reafon  fof 
(hij  infajDuus  condudt,  than  that  his  brother  had  not  treated  ,  ' 
him  with  fuch  marks  of  diflirt£tion  as  he  thought  he  might 
juflly  have  expelled  of  hlin.  We  mud  not  forget  to  infoim  our 
readers  here,  that  M.  D'Herbtlot  is  euilty  of  a  moft  egre- 
gious blunder,  when  he  confounds  Abd'altah  Ehn  Jibai,  go- 
vernor of  yaniaHf  with  Ali's  lieutenant  of  Bafra,  who  had  the 
very  lame  namej  and  that,  inconfequeilce  of  this  miftake, 
he  has  committed  feveral  others,  which  he  has  taken  care  to 
infert  in  his  hiftory  oi  Alt.  The  former  Abd'allab  feems  to 
have  been  didinguiibed  from  the  latter  by  the  additional  term, 
or  cognomen,  Al  Anjort,  the  'Aafar ;  as  may  be  inferred  from 
at  lean  one  of  the  oriental  hinorians.  Which  obfervation 
bad  Mr.  OdUy  fuftdently  attended  to,  as  well  as  to  whathaa 
been  advanced  in  the  point  before  us  by  Al  Maila,  he  would 
not  only  have  evinced,  but  alfo  refiified,  M.  D'Herbelot'a 
mifiake,  much  more  to  the  fatisfadion  of  his  curious  and 
intelligent  readers  f. 

A  little  after  the  battle  of  Naharwan,  or,  as  Eutychius  will  A  KbSre- 
baveitjATWuzia,  three  of  the  £/;i]rf//Vf;,  that  were  extremely  jite  o/- 
zealous  for  the  advancement  of  their  fefl,  happened  to  meet  ttmpu  u 
at  Mttta  i  where  they  made  frequent  mention  of  thofe  that  'ffajpsatt^ 
were  killed  in  that  battle,  magnified  their  own  merit,-  and  MoSwi- 
peatly  lamented  the  fofs  of  their  companions.     Thefe  three  y"*"  * 
men,  called  Abidrahman  Ebn  Mtljem,  Bar.ak  Ebn  AbiaOah^ 
and  Amru  Ebn  Beer,  faid  one  to  another,  "  If  the  three  er- 
"  roncous  Jmams,  AH,  Moawiyah,  and  Amru  Ebn   Al  As% 
**  were  dejul,  the  affaJn  of  the  Mojkmi  would  foon  be  in  a 
"  more  flourilbiiw  condition  ;  let  us,  therefore,  without  hefi-  ' 

'  "  tation,  difpatcn  them."  This  being  immediately  agreed 
Upon,  thpy  pitched  upon  Friday,  the  day  of  the  folemn  af- 
fetnblyof  i^t  Meflemi,  the  i-j'iv  of  Ramadan,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  their  bloody  defign;    and,  having  poifoned   their 

'  lidem  ibid.  Isu.  Abitlfid.  ubi  fup.    Ockley's  hlA.  of  the 
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rvronJi,  took  all  their  refpcSive  routes.  Bami  Ehn  jftd'aSab^ 
one  of  the  allaifins,  being  arrived  at  Damafcus,  flnick  Aiea- 
teiyab  in  the  reins ;  but  the  wound  did  nAt  prove  mortal. 
However,  the  rutgeon  cold  him,  that  it  would  not  he  cured, 
unlcfs  he  would  either  fubmit  to  be  c^autcrized,  or  to  drink  a 
potion  that  would  nnder  him  incapable  of  generation.  He 
chofe  the  latter  of  thefe,  and,  in  confequcncc  of  that  choice, 
had  no  other  children  bcfidcs  thofe  that  were  born  to  him  be- 
fore he  received  his  wound.  The  aflai&n  was  inftantly  (eized, 
difcovcred  the  confpiracy  he  l^ad  entered  into,  and  had  hit 
hands  and  feet  cue  olF;  but  was  fuffered  to  live.  However, 
afterwards  marrying,  it  was  thought  unrcafonable  that  he 
fiiDuld  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  a  conjugal  ftate,  as  he  had  rea- 
dercd  the  Syrian  Kha/ifintitipable  of  thefe  ;  and  therefore  one 
of  Moavjiyaifs  friends,  tho'  he  had  no  order  for  this,  killed 
him  with  his  own  hands  ^. 
mtmmihir  Amru  £bn  Becr,  the  fecond  of  the  ajnfptrators,  went 
AiiAmnXo  Egypt,  and  appeared  in  the  mofque,  where  jAnra  pcr- 
£bn  Al  formed  bis  devotions,  on  the  i^rthof  themondiof  ^mad^ 
Ai.  But  fortunately  for  him,  Amru  being  ihcn  troubled  with  a  vio- 

lent fit  of  the  cholic,  did  not  officiate  that  day  in  the  mofijue 
as  Imam,  Wherefore,  Kharijah,  whom  he  appointed  to  per- 
form the  office  for  him,  and  who  then  actually  fupplied  his 
plac^,  being  flruck  by  the  villain,  who  miflook  him  for  /tmrUf 
feW  down  dead  with  the  blow.  As  the  aiTaJBn  was  led  toexe- 
cution,  he  faid,  without  the  leaft  concern,  I  dtfigned  Aaaa ; 
hut  Goji  defignid  another.  Ahulfida  relates,  that,  when  he 
was  brought  before  Amru.,  he  aikcd  who  that  pcrfon  was  \ 
Upon  which,  they  told  him  Amru.  "  Whom  then,"  faid  he, 
"  have  I  killed  ?"  They  anfwercd,  Khar'ijab.  Then  Amru 
himfelf  cried  out  to  him,  according  to  this  hiftorian,  Tdu  meant 
Amru;  i(rt  God  m^ffwr  Kharijah.  This  JfjWy'tfi,  according 
to  Al  Maim,  was  the  captain  of  Amru' s  guards.  The  fame 
writer  Icems  likewife  to  intimate,  that  Barak  Ebn  Abd'allah^ 
the  firft  alTaflin,  was  cut  to  pieces  immediately  after  be  had  at- 
tempted to  murder  Madwijah;  not withftan ding  what  may 
have  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  fome  other  authors  '. 
All  ajfaf-  The  third  of  the  confpirators,  AbiFalrabman  Ebn  Mt^nHf 
fmattd,  who  undertook  to  afTailinate  Ali,  met  with  better  fuccefg,  in 
the  execution  of  his  vidcked  deGgn,  than  either  of  his  profligate 
companions.  Being  arrived  at  Cufa,  he  engaged  a  woman, 
whole  nearefl  relatiqns  had  been  killed  at  the  battle  of  Na- 
1  AlMakin  &  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  abifup.  D'Hbrbel.  ia 
AH.  Abd  Jaafar,  apud  Al  Makin.ubi  fiip.  Eutyck.  ubi  fop. 
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iarwaur  and  who,  for  that  nafon^  bore  an  implacable  hatred 
to  AHy  by  murying  her*  and  the  affiflance  of  n  dower,  con- 
fiftiitg  of  3000  dirhemii  a  Have,  2  maid,  and  a  promifc  of 
j/ZTs  head,  to  enable  him  to  perpetrate  the  horrid  crime  he 
had  in  view.  To  facilitate  this,  (he  joined  to  him  two  afTo- 
ctates,  called  IVtrdmt  and  Shabib  by  yihulfida,  who  attended 
him  into  the  moTque,  where  Ait  officiated  as  Strum,  the  17th 
of  the  month  of  Ramadan.  Here,  whilft  thefe  three  vUlains 
pretended  to  <}uarrel  amongd  themfetves,  Wtrdan  (Iruclt  at 
the  KbaUf  vnth  his  fword,  but  milTed  him,  and  the  blow  feH 
upon  the  gate  of  the  mofcjue.  Then  Ah^alrahmm  Ehn  Miljtm 
gave  him  a  blow  on  the  head,  juft  in  the  fame  place  where  he 
had  received  a  wound  before,  at  the  battle  oi  Jthxai,  01  /fah^ 
which  was  fought  in  MohommttPi  time ;  and  that  firoke  proved 
mortal.  After  which,  Fhe  villain  took  to  his  heels,  favingas 
he  made  off'.  By  tbt  krd  ef  the  Cish^,  I  have  iiilid  hm.  Of 
the  aflaffins  Shabib  only  cfcaped  the  punifhment  due  to  fb  atro- 
cious a  crime.  For  IVerdan,  having  been  feen  with  a  fvirord 
in  hia  band  lifted  up  againfl  Ali^  was  purfued  home  by  a  Mef- 
Um,  who  lulled  him  upon  the  fpotj  and  Abifalrahmdit  wiS 
feized,  lurking  in  a  corner,  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  and 
foon  conftrained,  by  a  conicioulhefs  of  his  guilt,  to  own  him- 
feU  the  mOrderer  of  AH.  The  Khalif  oidered  his  fan  Hafan 
to  put  him  under  alreft,  to  fupply  him  with  neceOaries  of 
every  kind,  and,  if  he  died*  to  execute  him  at  one  flroke 
only.  Hafatty  according  to  the  authors  followed  by  M. 
■jyHirbtUt,  probably  fome  of  cbe  Perfian  hiflorlans,  punc* 
tually  oUcivnJ  what  had  been  injoinedhimby  his  father,  who 
died  eUber  on  the  19th,  zoth,  or  zif),  oi Ramadan,  in  the 
60th  year  of  the  Htjre,  or  of  Christ  660.  With  thefe, 
however,  the  Arab  authors  by  no  means  agree.  Abu  Jaafar 
AlTabari  and  Abidfeda  relate  this  matter  after  a  quite  dif- 
ferent niuiner.  According  to  them,  the  hands  and  feet  of 
the  alTaffin  were  cut  off,  his  eyes  put  out  with  a  red  hot  iron, 
his  tongue  cut  out,  and  then  he  was  reduced  to  afhes.  Others 
lay,  that  he  was  firft  beheaded,  and  his  body  afterwards 
burnt.  Here  we  mufl  beg  leave  to  oblervc,  that  the  account  - 
given  by  Abu  Jaafar  and  Abulfida  of  this  tragical  atFair  fecmi 
to  have  the  grcatcll  appearance  of  truth  on  its  fide ;  iince  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  and  the  vlndi<£iive  difpofttion  of  the 
Arabs  render  it  highly  probable,  that,  whatever  orders  Alt 
might  give  in  his  life-time  to  the  contrary,  the  bloody  villain 
Abialr&hman  Ebn  Meljem,  for  fo  execrable  a  faff  as  the  af- 
£i£nation  of  the  Khalif,  would  be  put  to  a  mofl  cruel  death. 
Abu  faafar  writes,  that  Ali  faid  to  the  people  about  him,  *<  If 
•*  Irecoyer,  (piLtcAbd'alrdhmaa;  but  if  I  die,  fend  him  after  ■ 
"  me,  tiutlma^  have  an  immediate  opportunity  of  acciifing 
C  3  *'  hiiii 
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^*  V\m  before  the  divine  tribunal."    With  regard  te  tftis  pUee 
of  his  intciment,  authors  are  not  perfeSly  agrted.     SonM 
fay,  he  was  buried  oppofitc  to  the  mofque  in  Cufit ;  others  id 
,  the  royal  palace  there;  and  others,  chat  his  Ton /^ydR^epoTited 

his  remains  by  thofe  of  his  wife  F&tcma  at  Mtdina.     But,  tc- 
cordihg  to  Ebu  Al  Aih'ir  and  Ahvlfeia,  he  was  buried  in  Aat 
place  which  is  vifited  by  the  Ma^tms  as  his  tomb  at  this  diy. 
The  fepukhrc  of  ///  was  kept  concealed  during  th«  reigns  <rf 
tiie  Khalifs  of  the  family  of  Ommiyah,  and  difcovered  wbilft 
one  of  thofe  of  the  houfe  of  Abbas  fat  upon  the  Mtfitm 
throne.     Adado' Mawla,  the  fecond  prince  or  S»ltati  of  tbt 
boufc  of  Briijah,  who  began  to  reign  at  BagbdJd,  in  the  year 
of  the  fftjra  366,  or  of  Christ  976,  under  the  KhalifAt 
Toy'  Ebn  Al  Moty',  creflcd  a  fuperb  monument  on  the  feot. 
where  AH  was  interred,  which  is  called  by  the  Ptrftans  Kt»- 
'  bud  Paid  At  Anwar  J  that  is,  tht  detni  of  the  diftributer  of  tights 
and  gr acts '. 
IChi  Chri-      ^T  has  been  obferved  by  feme  of  the  Mafltjn  writers,  that 
iliantwi-  -^''j  during  the  month  in  which  he  was  killed,  had  feverd 
ten  fay      prefages  of  his  dcaih ;  and   that  fomc  words,  when  he  wat 
Uitlief     in  private  with  his  particular  friends,  to  this  efTeft  efcaped 
thi  Kha-   him.     He  was  heard  once  to  fay,  after  he  had  fuffcred  aeood 
lifat^       deal  of  inquietude,  Alas',    my  htart,   thert  is  need  sf  faUtnctt 
™'  as  m  TCmedy  can  be  found  out  again/}  death.     In  fine,  on  Fri' 

day,  the  lyih  oi Kamaddn,  earfy  in  the  morning,  when  be 
fet  out  for  the  mofque,  it  was  ren.arlted,  that  a  large  trot^ 
of  domeflic  birds  made  an  uncommon  noifr,  as  hfe  pafled 
through  his  yard  ;  and  that,  when  one  of  his  llavcs  riirew  a 
flick  at  them,  to  make  them  fiient,  he  faid.  Let  ihem  alette  ; 
[for  their  cries  are  only  tamentatians  fireb^ng  my  death.  He 
was  aflaflinated  by  Ahd" alrahmSn  Ebn  Meljem  At  MazaSy  in 
the  month  of  Rair^ddn;  m  the  40tb  year  of  the  Hejra ;  be- 
ing then  about  63,  or,  according  to  fomc  57,  or  iaflly,  as 
•  others  will  have  it,  58  years  of  age.  But,  if  we  will  believe 
jtbulfeda,  he  was  either  63,  56,  or  59  years  old,  when  he  met 
with  his  tragical  fate.  The  wound  would  not  have  been  at- 
tended with  any  fata!  confequenccs,  had  not  the  fword  that 
gave  it  been  poifohed  ^  but  the  poifon,  foon  diiFufing  itfelf  ovtr 
Uie  whole  mafs  of  blood,  rendered  it  mortal.  He  reigned 
about  four  years  and  nine,  or,  as  others  fay,  ten,  months.  The 
Chrljiian  hillorians  take  little  notice  of  what  happened  during 
his  Khalifat.  One  of  them,  however,  obfcrvcs,  that,'in  an 
engagement  between  him  and  Meawiyab  near  the  Eafbratts^ 

•  Abu  JaaVar  AlTaba»i,  AlMajciw,  Ism.  AatTLFio.  ^ 
Ebn  Al  Athir,  ubi  fup.  Evtxch.  DtljRBit.  &  Grio.  Asut- 
'F<i,RAj,  lAifap. 
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\ff  wfaidi  be  muft  undoubtedly  mean  the  battle  of  Sffftin,  ^ 
latter  bad  ilie  advaivtsge  s  wiitcb,accor(ling  to  liim,  was  owing 
to  die  want  of  water  that  yAlT's  troops  laboured  under,  iIi!)tffM'-' 
yah  having  taJcen  care  to  cut  6S  all  communication  between  - 
them  and  the£((^&r<3f».  Thisfingleinftanccisademonftrative. 
proof,  to  omit  an  infinite  numbcrMf  others  that  occur,  of  the 
littlcliffhtgtvenbytbcGrMiw[iterstothe^r0^£liiflory,during 
the  innncy  of  Ijlamifm  ;  and,  of  courfe,  clearly  {hews  how 
much  we  are  obliged  to  the  oriental  hiftodans  for  the  alM- 
lace  they  aferd  us  in  compiliiig  that  hiftoiy  for  this  particu- 
lar period.  T\tsCkrifiim  author  here  referred  to  calls  Ali 
tbe  prince  of  P^r^,  becaule,  as  we  fuppofe,  he  was  in  feme 
meafure  fuppratcd  by  the  troops  of  Irak,  and  the  Perfian 
forces ;  and  only  in  general  infinpates^  that  he  came  to  a  vio- 
lent death.  Aitother  Cbriftian  writer,  of  the  yacoiiit  per- 
fitafion,  only  intimates,  that  a  battle  was  fought  by  the  j^tf^/ 
cng^dtn  a  civil  war,  meaning  that  of  5«^'«,  in  the  year  of 
GbKist  657,  without  informing  us  of  theconfequenccsofit, 
or  communicating  to  us  any  particulars  of  that  aftion ;  and 
diat  the  ASeJJtms  were  harafled  -during  the  fpace  of  five  yeari 
aft«r  OtbmaJ^i  death  widi  intefline  commotions.  That  au- 
thc»,  by  miftake,  g^ves  J^  the  name  of  Miat,  and  lays,  that 
thia  prince  was  afDeKnated  by  his  own  fub)e^i  whiKl  he  wa!i 
on  his  knees  at  prayere.  He  alfo  indrely  omits  the  Khalifat  of 
JHaJan,  jfli's  (Oa;  which  was,  indeed,  but  of  a  very  (hort 
and  inconftderablc  duration  ', 

Astohisperfan,  ^(  had  a  very  red  f^ce,  largeeyes,  apro-AIi'^^- 
intiient  beHy,  alarge beard,  afaairybreaft,  abaldtiead,  and^M^ 
a  very  fwarthy  complexion.  He  was  rather  fliort  thaii  mld^c-thMraSir, 
fized'i  of  a  yquthfkil,  Sotid,  and  frequently  liniling,  counte- 
DMce,    Some,  however,  writs,  that  he  had  hair  on  his  head, 
which  was  not  very  grey,  but  formed   into  curls.     With 
Mgard  to  his  difpoMion,   diis  KbaEf,   if  we  will  believe 
the  MtJUm  writers,  had  the  fear  of  God  confiant}y  before  . 
bis  eyes,  was  extremely  charitable,  juft,  humble,  andaflre.  ' 

Duous  defender  of  what  diey  call  the  true  religion.  He  was 
•Ub  very  acute,  learned,  and  extremely  well  vcrled  in  all  ujr-' 
fill  arts  and  iciences.  His  briivery  never  failed  him ;  nor  was 
bemore  eminent  and  confpicuous  for  that  than  for  his  libera- 
lity and  mutiificence,  as  well  as  that  fweetnefe  of  temper  which 
fc  remarkably  diliingiiilhed  him  on  all  occalions.  His  fecre- 
tlria  were  Ab^aliabEtm  Rafi  and  Sa'i^Etn  Nmr^M,  oi  H^ 

'  D'HwaiL.'  Kblioth.  orient,  p.  q^..  Abv  Jaafar  AlTa- 
■At],  Al  MjkKiu,  Abulfid.  Evtych.  Sc  Grbc.  Abu'l-Fa< 
a*],  ubtfap.  Thbophah.  chroDograpb.  p.  aSS.  Diohti.  Tbl- 
Uatias.  ajni4  Jofeph, Simon.  Afleoian.  ubi  (up.  p.iioj. 
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mdan;  ha  principal  judge,  ShanhEhn  AliUrtthi  dieca^ 
tMndiha^iiiisyMa'ialEbn.Ki/tJlZtiajii  and  lus  cfaam- 
berlain  Bajbtr,  or,  according  to  Eutj<hiui,  Kaniar,  his  fer- 
vant.  Tlie  infcription  of  tm  feal  was,  The  iiagdMit  beUttgr 
to  the  only  the  mighty  God  '. 
Bit /a-  Ai.1  had  in  all  nine  wives ;  the  firfl  of  which  vnsFdlewuif 

milt,         the  daughter  of  Mabtmuiud,  during  whofe  life  he  married  no 
other  woman.     He  had  by  her  three  fons,  Httfan,  Hojiim, 
■      and  Mobajfan  j  the  lail  of  which  died  in  his  InEuicy.     His 
Iccond  wife  wu  0mm  Al  Nebiyin,  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, At^aliahy  Abbas,  OthmdUy  and  Jaafar^  who  were  alt 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Kerbelab.     Afimah^  nU  Uiird  wife,  waa . 
the  mother  of  Yahja  and  Am  \  as  Qmm  Habiba^  was  of  Omtir. 
His  fixth  vrife,  Kbaulaby  was  the  mother  of  juthammed,  fur- 
named  Ebn  Hanijiyah,  of  whom   a  farther  account  will  be 
pven  hereafter.     The  names  of  the  other  three  wives  hav« 
not  been  handed  down  to  us  by  any  of  the  oriental  hiftoriaiu  | 
dio'  three  more  of  his  fonsj  Mthammed  the  Jeeetid,  Mehatn- 
mtd  the  younger,  and  Amru,  have  been  mentioned  by  fome  of 
them.     Be^tcs  which,  there  was  another  that  has  been  paflcd 
over  in  &lence  by  all  the  eafleni  writers.     For,  it  clearly  ap* 
pears  from  lame  authors  of  good  repute,  that  he  had  hftccn 
fbns,  five  of  whom  only,  Hafaity  Hefeift,  MebamBed  Ebm 
Hanifyab,  Abbas,  and  AtarUf  left  ilTue  behind  them.     As  for 
his  dau^tcrs,  who  were  no  fewer  than  eighteen,  we  find  no 
material  particulars  concerning  them,  prefervcd  by  the  Areih 
hiftorians.     And  let  this  fuffice  for  an  account  of  the  familv 
of  AH,  which  we  could  not  prevail  upon  ourfelves  to  omM 
here,  as  it  will  be  of  fingular  feryice  to  us  hcreaiter,  hr  en- 
abling us  to  underftand  levcral  palTagu  qf  the  MeJUim  nifto> 
lians ;  which,  without  it,  would  be  Smoft,  if  not  altt^ether, 
uninteilidble  *. 
Smuftr-      A'vaS  number  oF  die  MeJUtm^  inA  particularly  all  the 
tier  far-   Sbiites,  pretend,  that  AH  was  the  firft  who  embraced  their 
tieulari     religion.     Nay,  f(Hnc  of  them  go  fo  &r  as  to  aflcrt,  that  he 
tmetming  made  profcffion  of  it  in  his  mother's  womb ;  and  even  hio> 
*«>»  *«rf    jjppj  her,  during  her  pregnancy,  from  proftrating  herftif  be- 
**'/"'      fore   an  idol  flie  commonly  woiibipped.     They  alfo  fa^ 
"^'         that  his  mother  was  delivered  of  him  in  the  very  temjue 
of  JIdeeca  itielf;  which  never  happened  to  any  one  elfe.    The 
name  hia  mother  ^ave  him  firft  was  Kaid;  but  Mehemmid 
changed  it  into  Ah.    The  form  of  benedi£)ion  added  by  the 

■Abd  JaafaR  AlTabaki,  spud  AI  Mslcm,  ubi  fup.  vt&iple 
ALHAKiK.ibid.  EuTirCH.  nbifup.  p.  342 — 34;.  ^  Im, 

Abvlfep.  Ebk  Al  Atkir,  Al  Jahnab.  Al  Kodai,  Aumiq 
^BK  .YvtEF,  &C.  Vide  etian  D'Heabel.  ubi  Alp.  p.  94,95. 
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Mffitmt,  when  Aey  name  him,  it,  God  glerifi  the  fact  ef 
bim.  Mabammtd  himlclf  is  repotted  to  hive  laid  ui  him, 
Alt  iiftr  tfv,  and  1  ftr  bim;  he  biart  ibifanu  relation  to  me 
that  AuOD  Sd  to  Mdies  \  I  am  the  lity  in  ivbicb  all  knavjUdgi 
is  fitut  upy  mid  he  is  the  gate  »f  it.  Several  of  the  eadern 
vrriten  have  been  very  prolix  in  their  accounts  of  the  excel- 
lence and  {verogatives  of  the  houfe  of  M.  One  of  them  in 
particular,  named  jfmMj  has  produced  a  thoufand  pretended 
traditions  of  Mohammed  concerning  the  excellence  of  this 
KbaBfy  and  in  favour  of  the  Sbiitei;  who  gave  him  a  large 
fum  of  BKOtcj  for  drawing  upthatcompofition  *. 

The  Sbiius  are  the  opponents  of  the  KbSrejites,  of  whomj£i  ar- 
we  have  already  giveh  our  readers  fome  account.  Their  nameraaivr^ 
pnperly  figniha  fiaariet^  or  adberenti,  in  general;  but  isW'M^ 
paiticuJarly  ufed  to  denote  thofe  of  jfU  Ebn  Ahu  Taleb ;  who''*^*'* 
Baauitain  him  to  be  lawful  KhatifxaA  Imhuy  and  that  the  fu- 
preme  autbori^,  both  in  ipirituals  and  temporals,  of  righ^ 
bdon^  to  his  oelcendents.  They  alfo  teach,  that  the  office  of  ~ 
imam  is  not  a  cOmmon  thing,  depending  on  the  will  of  the 
Tolgtr,  but  a  fundamental  article  of  religitm,  that  could  not 
have  been  left  by  the  prophet  to  the  fancy  of  the  commoti      ' 
people.    Kay,  fome  of  them,  thence  called  Im&niant,  hav« 
not  fcmiAed  to  a£m,  diat  religion  confilh  fotely  in  the  knov-^ 
l^e  of  the  true  Imam.     The  prindpa]  fc£ls,  or  branches,  of 
the  SHilti  are  five,  which  are  fubdivided  into  an  almoft  infi- 
nite munber;  fo  that  fome  uoderlland  Afobamme^s  prophen 
of  die  feventy  odd  fc^  of  the  Shiltti  only.     But  /Iti  himfelr, 
according  to  £bn  Jl  Atbir^  was  of  a  difli^nt  opinion ;  lince, 
« litde  before  the  day  eftbt  eaitut,  he  afiured  his  fubjc^,  that 
the  woift  of  the  feventy-thrce  fe£b  into  which  the  Mojkmt 
wne  to  be  divided,  would  be  that  which  fet  him  at  nought^ 
•nd  refufed  to  follow  his  example.     The  KaJJebians^  one  ^ 
the  five  primary  fe£fo  of  the  SbiiUs,  entertain  very  extrava- 
gant fentiments  in  feveral  points.     They  believe,  that  M  was 
more'than  a  man ;  and  that  this  fupreme  pontiff  and  dircdor 
of  ifiamfm  is  filll  living.     They  alfo  reckon  the  fuccelEon  of 
die  twelve  Tmdmi  of  the  pofterity  of  jtli  in  2  manner  peculiar 
to  tbcmfelvea,  and  difierent  from  the  computation  obfcrved 
by  every  other  fcfl.     The  general  opinions  of  the  Shiiies  are, 
i.That  the  peculiar  defignarion  of  the /s»f;n,  and  the  teflimo- 
nies  of  the  Karan  ajid  Mohammed  concerning  him,  are  ne- 
ceSuy  points.     2.  That  the  Imams  ought  necelTarily  to  keep        * 
themfelvcs  free  from  light  fins,  as  well  as  thofe  that  arc  more 

■  IiM.AauLrso.devit.  Mohammed,  c.viii.  p.  19,  ao.  Scalib. 
Al  BoKHAat,  Moslem,  &c.  Vide  eiiam  D'Hirbil.  ubl  fup.  p. 
flf.  9f  Gaoh. Uvie deMahom,  iom,ii.  p- 111. 
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kjiitvou).  3.  That  every  one  ought  publickly  to  dcclue  i^fao 
If  is  that  be  adheres  to,  and  from  wlioinhe  fapuatcs  bimisU^ 
hy  word,  deed,  and  engagement  i  aodtfaat  kotin  AetefboiJri 
W.  not  the  leaft  ^iffimulation.  In  this  laft  point,  howercf, 
Ae  ZeUiaat,  a  k&  of  the  &iiitrt,  b  named  fiam  Ztid,  the 
cnal  graodbn  of  ^i,  -diflented  froni  all  die-reA  of  the  Aitf- 
laas^  vkato  tenets  we  arc  here  confidcring.  The  grcatlclii&m 
between  the  Senmiui,  or  TraMtioniJls,  that  is,  thoie  of  Ac 
iiefltms  who  acluwwlege-  the  author!^  of  the  SoMiiat  or  ool- 
lc£tian  of  moral  traditions  of  the  layings  and  aSioni  of  J^i^ 
bummed,  and  the  £A(4fi,  or  paitizans  of  ^,  fiili  ful^fts,  uid 
.'  i)  niainlaioed  on  both  fides  with  impUcable  hatted  and  tnoft 
fuaous  zeal  at  this  very  day.  This  m^  remarlcable  diftr- 
cncc  at  firft  arofe  upon  a  poiitkal  occafion,  which  connnenced 
in  (he  Khalifat  of  Jlij  »s  fuficiently  appears  from  the  pie- 
ceding  hiftory  of  that  rdgn;  and  was  afierwirds  fo  weU  ii>> 
provea  by  tdditional  cjrcum^ances,  and  the  ^lirit  of  coatn> 
(li^on,  that,  at  prs&nt,  both  parties  deteft  and  anathematis* 
one  another  as  Ae  nudU  abominable  of  heretics,  and  evea 
farther  from  the  truth  titan  either  the  CbriJiiaBi -or  the  Jnat, 
The  chief  points  wherein  they  difier  are,  i.  The5^ir«ie. 
je3  A^u  BtfTt  Omary  and  Ottmm,  the  diree  Arft  KhaHfs^  af 
uAtrpers  and  intruders  ;  whereas  the  Sontiitis  adcnowlege  ani 
tefpctS  them  as  rightful  Imdmt,  3.  The  Shiius  prefer  ^H  ta 
JkHtbamKed,  or,  at  leaA,  efteem  them  both  equal ;  but  the 
Stnnitet  admit  neither  JU,  nor  any  of  the  prcj^ets,  to  he 
pqual  to  Mihammtd.  3.  The  Sennitii  charge  die  Sbiiut 
jrith  CQrrupdng  the  Koran,  and  negiedng  its  precqttS;  and 
|be5i^l//»[«tort  the  fame  charge  upon  the' fwa/Mr.  4.  Th* 
Stnitiiti  receive  the  Stnna,  or  bookiJf  traditions  of  thnrpror 
^ct,  from  whence,  they  derive  their  name,  as  of  caaonicil 
fltiihoiity ;  whereas  the  Shjitei  tefeU  it  as  apocryplul,  and 
Jmwonhy  of  credit.  And  to  thefe  difputes,  and  fome  othen 
ftf  lefs  moment,  is  principally  owing  the  antipathy  which  has 
(9  long  reigned  between  the  Titrkt,  who  arc  Soanita,  and  the 
'^erfisni,  who  are  of  the  fctS  of  Alt.  Some  authors  mainr 
tain,  that  thefe  laft  ace  fubdividcd  into  no  lels  than  feven^ 
fJiSef ent  branches,  or  fmatler  ^&a  \  all  of  which  hold  a  m/t 
tfrnpfycbofis,  or  tranfmigration  of  fouls,  and  the  M  HMi,  at 
defcentof  God  upon  his  creatures,  or  the  ttanliniffion  of  t>K 
fpint  of  fanSity  from  one  perion  to  another.  The  Khai^s  ot 
«e  houfe  of  Ommijah  Itkewife,  and  tbeir  fucceffiirs,  the  Shi- 
itfi  coniidcr  in  the  fame  light  as  they  do  the  three  firfl  Kbib- 
I'lfs,  Abu  Beer,  Omar,  and  Othman.  The  Sennites  make  ufe 
(W  the  word  Sbiitet,  or  Shii,  and.  apply  it  to  dieii  iidvetlaries, 
as  a  term  of  repnoack,  formed  from  Siiyah,  denoting  pro- 
perly a  fcMidalous .  ieproi)at^  {^.  For,  a  fed  that  tollovw 
approved 
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approved  cwinions  is  catW  by  the  Jrabi  Mt&tb.  The  par- 
tizftns  of  jflt,  therefore,  ftilc  themfelves  Adeiiyah,  which  fi^ 
ntftes  the  teli^on  of  them  who  follow  juftice  and  the  rl^ 
fide ;  and  ftigmuize  the  Sotmiiei  with  the  odioin  appdlation   .  ^ 

of  Shiites.  At  Urn  diy,  the  powerful  kingdom  of  Ptrjia^ 
one  half  of  the  princes  of  the  V^th^  whoK  domimom  It^ 
toeyond  ihtjibmt  or  thc^wiw,  the  Qxus  of  the  anttcnts,  and 
fotne  Mihaniimdan  kings  of  the  Inditi,  are  followers  of  Ali^ 
and,  ainon^  the  other  Afehamirudani,  gp  under  the  aforeUd 
opprobrious  denomination  J. 

Notwithstanding  the  fepulchre  of '//ni  To  well  known !rSr«):ini. 
to  be  near  Cufi,  many  of  his  followers  believe  him  to  be  fHllvAfrnf 
alive ;  and  affirm,  that  he  {ball  come  at  the  end  of  the  world  nMinirt  tit 
■with  BSos  in  the  clouds,  and  fill  the  earth  with  piety  and  Shiiteirtr- 
juftice.     Nay,  feveril  of  his  votaries  have  carried  their  vene-  "'f*'*  tf 
ration  for  him  and  his  defccndents  fo  far,  that  they  have  tranf-  ""* 
grefled  all  bounds  of  reafon  and  decency ;  tho'  fomc  of  them 
have  been  Ufa  extravagant  than  others.    TiieGbolaiUs^  who 
had  their  name  from  their  txctffivt  zeal  for  their  Imdms,  were 
fb  highly  tranfported  therewith,  that  they  raifed  them  above 
the  degree  of  created  beings,  and  attributed  divine  properties 
to  them ;  tranfgreffing  in  both  extremes,  by  deifying  of  mortal 
itKn,  and  by  making  God  corporeal :  for  one  while  they  rf- 
fimilated  one  of  their  Jrtwms  to  God,  which  was  finnii^  in 
exce6 ;  and  another  while  they  made  Goo  to  refemble  a  Crea- 
ture, whkb  may  be  cenGdered  as  a  fin  in  defeft,  and  is  ton- 
fequently  placed  in  the  oppofite  extreme.     The  ie£ts  of  dide 
are  various,  and  have  various  appellations  affigned  them  in  dif- 
ferent countries.     Jbd'aikb  EknSaha,  who  had  been  aj^rar, 
and  bad  a^rted  the  fame^hingof7«^«a  die  fon  of  Nun,  v^as 
the  ring-leader  of  one  of  tbem.    This  man  gave  die  following 
&hitation  to  AS,  viz.  Thm  art  Thau,  i.  e.  Thou  art  God. 
And  another,  named  AlahS  Ebn  DarS  Al  Hafudiy  preferred 
Mi  to  Mxhemmtd ;  pretending  that  the  latter  was  fent  by  tlis 
fcnncr  to  call  all  men  to  htm ;  but  that,  being  an  impoflor, 
he  called  them  to  himfelf.     Some  of  the  Shitta  aflert,  that 
die  aogel  Gahriei,  by  miflake,  took  Mohammed  for  Ali,  be- 
ing deceived  by  the  refemblance  they  bore  tt  each  other  i 
tbofe  two  prophets  having  been  as  like  one  anodier  as  are  two 
crows  J  whence  it  came  to  pafi,  that  they  were  called  GorO' 

y  AlShankestah.  apod  FocockiuiD,  in  not.  ad  fpoc.  bifi. 
Arab.  p.  361,  362,  263,  ut  &  ipfe  Pc^c.  ibid.  Gkec.  AbuVPa- 
x*j.  ia  hill,  dynafl.  p.  169.  £bh  Al  Athik,  abi  Tap.  D'Hulsu.. 
SttJioth.  orient,  art.  Sebiab.  Rvcaot'i  ftate  of  the  OnomBn  em- 
pire, b.ii.  c.  10,  12.  Chakd.  voy.dePerfe,  torn.  ii.  p.  169, 170, 
tK.  Goiii  noc  ad  Alfragan.  p.  181,  ifU.  ScC  tlfo  Oci:t.>.Y'« 
tift,  4f  the  Sbac  vol.ii. ;.  30,  88. 
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iit,if>,  or  the  Corvine  ^A.  The  Gholaites  above-tneatioaed 
yfet^  divided  into  feveral  dalles  at  branches ;  fomc  main  raining 
the,  divinity,  or  fomcthing  like  it,  oi  AH,  and  others  of  fome 
pne  of  his  defcendcnts.  By  the  Al  Holul  hinted  at  %bov«^ 
accprding  to  Al  Shahrtjlmi^  they  mean  that  God  is  prefmt 
in  (:vcry  place,  fpeaits  with  every  tongue,  and  appears  in  fome 
individual  perfon  :  whence  ieveral  of  them  have  aflcrtcd  thetr 
Imams  to  be  ^rei^:^^^,  and  at  length  2«(]!f.  'X\vt  Nofairi^u 
and  the  Ijbeiians  taught,  that  rpiritual  fubftances  apjtear  in 
groflcr  bodies ;  and  that  the  angels  and  the  devil  have  ap- 
'  -  pcarcd  In  this  manner.  They  alfo  ailert,  that  God  hath  ap- 
peared in  the  form  of  certain  men ;  and  luice>  after  Mabam' 
Ttud,  there  hath  been  no  man  more  excellent  than  Ali,  and, 
after  him*  his  fons  have  excelled  all  other  men,  tbatGoD 
iiath  appeared  in  their  form,  fpokcn  with  their  tongue,  and 
made  ule  of  their  hands ;  for  which  reafon,  fay  they,  uv  at- 
trlbutt  divinity  to  thtm.  And,  in  fupport  of  thefc  blafphe- 
.mies,  they  tell  feveral  miraculous  things  of  Alt ;  as  his  moving 
the  gates  of  Khaihar^  wluch  they,  urge  w  a  plain  proof  that 
he  was  endued  with  a  particle  of  divinity,  and  with  Iotc- 
'  reign  power,  and  that  he  was  the  perlbn  in  whofe  form  Cos 
appeared,  with  wbofc  hands  he  created  all  things,  and  with 
whofe  tongue  he  puhlilhed  his  commands;  wherefore,  fay 
they,  he  was  in  being  before  the  creation  of  heaven  and  eardi. 
In  To  impious  a. manner  do  they  Teem  to  wrelt  thofe  things 
which  are  faid  in  Scripture  of  Christ,  by  applying  thetn  to 
AH-  Thefe  extravagant  fancies  of  the  Sbiitei,  however,  in 
Oiakinz  their  Imams  partake  of  tlje  divine  nature,  and  the  im- 
eiety  of  fome  of  thofe  /vuimr  in  laying  claim  thereto,  are  lb 
.  far  from  being  peculiar  to  this  fed,  that  moft  of  the  other 
HlohammtdanteQs  are  tainted  with  the  fame  madneis;  thci;e 
being  found  many  amongft  them,  and  amongft  the  Sujii  efpe- 
cially,  who  pretend  to  be  nearly  related  to  heaven,  and  who 
boau  of  flrange  revelations  before  the  credulous  people.  We 
xnuft  not  forget  to  obferve  here,  that,  amongfl  the  defcend- 
ents  of  AH,  there  was  one  Mabammtd,  for  whom  one  branch 
.  of  the  Shiites,  ever  flnce  his  death,  have  exprclTed  a  moft  par- 
ticular regard  and  veneration.  They  are  fo  firmly  perfuaded 
'  of  the  certainty  of  his  fecon  J  advent  at  the  end  of  the  world, 
.  that  this  notion  is  received  aifongll  them  as  an  article  of  faith, 
and  he  is  deemed  guilty  of  infidelity,  who  entertains  the  Icaft 
doubt  about  (b  indubitable  a  point.     Some  of  the  Shihts  be- 

-  lieve,  that  (here  has  been  an  Interruption  of  the  feries  of  their 
Jtndmt,  who  arc  known  by  the  name  of  Ai  Wakehans  \  dio' 

-  o^rs  contend  for  the  uninterrupted  fuccellion  of  tnofe/monf, 
and  maintain,  that  there  (hall  never  be  one  of  them  wanting 
to  fupply  the  place  of  ^eir  great  prophet  ^/i:  nay,  fevcralbf 
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them  affirm^  that  there  may  be  two  lawful  Imams  in  different 
pans  of  the  world  at  the  fame  time,  and  even  admit  of  the 
va£dity  of  all  their  decilions,  how  oppofite  and  contradictory 
foever  '. 

We  have  already  pbrerved,  that  AH,  oh  account  of  his  fu-  PiXii/ur- 
pcfioi  bravcrya  was  fometimes  denominated  by  the  Arabs  tbtnamn. 
viStriiui  lion  of  God  ;  to  which  wc  Diall  now  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  they  frequently  gave  him  the  appellation  lilcewile  of 
JlHeidar^  ot  AlHaidara,  which  alfo  denotes  a  Inn  in  t\it Arobit 
language.  The  former  of  which  appellations,  the  viSerious  Han 
y  God,  -or  the  lion  of  Goo,  was  applied  to  perfons  remarkabl« 
K»  their  valour  by  the  f/tbrev/s  t)icmfc!ves,  as  may  be  inferred 
from  Scripture.  This  ought  to  be  confideted  as  a  proof  of 
the  great  affinity  between  the  proverbial  exprellions,  as  well 
as  Bioms,  of  the  Htbreto  and  >^i:^f>  tongues,  to  omit  an 
iKlinitc  number  of  (imiJar  inAanctis  that  might  be  produced 
and  viewed  in  the  fame  light.  13ut  this  point  is  fo  dear,  that 
it  will  not  be  difputed  by  any  one  who  is  at  all  acquainted 
,  with  the  fpifit  and  genius  of  thofe  languages  (the  latter  of 
which  is  undoubtedly  the  daughter,  or  defcendent,  of  the 
former)  as  well  as  the  hiftory  of  the  rations  to  which  they 
belong.  The  Arabs  have  alfo  conferred  upon  Alt  the  fur- 
names,  or  honourable  titles,  oiWufi,  legoltt,  or  htir,  that  is, 
ai  Mihmmitd,  and  Moriada,  or  Afertadi,  which  figntRes^- 
hvidby^  m acceptable  to,  GoD.  The  Utter  of  which  fur- 
names  comipted,  as  has  been  obferved  by  Mr.  Ociley,  fome 
European  travellers  have  prefixed  to  his  name,  and  abfurdly 
called  him  Mortis  Ali.  The  Shii,  who  arc  his  followers,  or 
rather  adorers,  often  denominate  him  Fa'id  Al  Amoar,  the 
difiributer  of  lights  and  grates  ;  and  in  Perfian,  Shah  Mord- 
■HM,  the  king  of  men,  and  Bhir  Khoda,  the  lion  af  Gqo  i 
which  laft  feemsto  be  a  fort  of  tranflation  of  the  fiift  Arabic 
title  berc  mentioned,  that  is  undoubtedly  of  Hebrew  extrac- 
tion*. 

*  ALSKAKaaiTAD.  apod  Pocockium,  ubifup.  uC  SiiplePa- 
eoci.  ibid-  IsH.  Abulfed.  in  hill  geo.  cap.  de  gent.  JMj^.fivs 
Htbumiiudam,  LvDOvic.  Markacc.  prodr.  par.  iii.  p.  So,  &e. 
Gaic.  Asu'l-Faraj,  ubifup.  Ism  Asulfed.  de  vit.  MohaH- 
ned.  c.  xliv.  p.  90.  Abv  Rafe',  apud  Abalfed.  ibid.  AlShah- 
*»T.  fy  Poc.  ubi  fup.  p.  166,  267.  Al  Ghazal.  apud  YocoC' 
■inm,  ibid,  p,  267-^269.  Vide  etiam  D'Herbel.  Blblioch.  ori- 
ent.  p.  96,  786,  &c.  »  Ism.  Abclfed.  ubifup.  D'Her. 

aiL.  ubi  fop,  p.  94.  JoA«.  Gacn.  not.  ad  Ifm.  Abalfed.  de  vit. 
Mobammed.  c.  xlv.  p.  90.  2  Sam.  x.xiii,  za.  Vau  ScHiup.  X.ex. 
PcDtagloi.  p.  117.  HuiQVix,  1612. 
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All  m/     -   But  notwithftandiog  the  fulTom,  or  nether  impknu,  do- 
tntfamlf  ncG  bellowed  od  Ait  and  his  family,  they  were  curlej  pub*  ' 
turfidbj   Iicldy,  Mid  excommuatcated,  in  al!  the  mofques  of  the  em- 
th«  Kh«-  pirc,  during  the  reigns  of  the  Khalifs  of  the  houfe  of  Ommt- 
f^  '■^'t*  y^i  from  the  Bcceffion  of  Moawiyab  to  the  time  of  Omar 
^^'  */    £hn  Miala'uxt  who  (upprelTcd  that  folemn  maledidion.   Sc* 
™^'     vera!  ^A<i/(/ilikcwifirof  the  family  of  J*ioj  expreffcd  a  great 
'    *         Kveriion  both  to  him  and  his  poOerity ;  fuch  wete  Al  Mf>'ta4ti 
and  Al  Matewakkel,  to  whom  he  is  reported  to  have  appeared 
in  their  lleep,  and  threatened  them  with  \»s  indignation.  On 
ihe  contrary,  the  fatemiu  Khahft  of  Egypt  ordered  his  name 
lo  be  added  to  that  of  Mohammed  in  the  publication  of  tbe 
times  of  prayer,  which  the  Muedhdb'mt,   or  arUrt,  made 
.    from  the  ttunartts,  or  fteeples,  of  their  mofques.     Tbe  ori- 
ental wiiten  mention  feveral  apparitions  of  Alt,  after  his  deatha 
and  particularly  ihofe  that  happened  in  the  days  of  the  Kba~ 
ilfs  AlMa'tafim,  AlMc^tadni,  Al Mptawaikti,  and  Al KaJ^ ; 
in  thehft  of  which  ^i  teemed  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  fea- 
ture, told  .Al  Kader  he  Chould  Iben  be  advanced  lo  the  Kba- 
Bfatt  atid  recommended  the  care  of  his  poflerity  to  him  *. 
nifiitu      Aftek  what  has  been  faid,  it  cannot  appear  wonderful, 
mferihtdtB^ax  All's  t^fdom  fhould  be  fo  celebrated  amongjfi  all  the 
All.  Mshammtdant.     There  is  extant  of  his  ^  Centiloguiiim,  oriHf 

htuuiredj'tnttncii,  which  have  been  trandated  into  Turit^aai 
Ftrfian  out  of  the  Arab'u  \  as  lilcewifc  a  colle<£iJon  of  verf? 
~  under  the  title  of  Anwar  Al  Okail  men  ajbar  waji  al  rtftJy 
"Which  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  Frmcb  king's  library.  We 
have  in  the  BtdUian  library  at  Oxfard  a  large  book  of  his  kn- 
'tcnces,  or  maxims  i  an  Englip)  tranflation  of  which  has  been 
atmexed  tohishiftoryof  the£ardi:«nfby  thelearnedMr.  Ociltj. 
:Birt  the  moft  celebrated  piece  of  all  is  intitled  Jefr  vjt  famt. 
Jt  is  written  upon  parchment  in  myftcrious  chara£tcrs  inter- 
■mixed  with  figures,  wherein  are  couched  all  tbe  grand  eventi 
that  are  to  happen  from  the  beginning  of  Ifamlfm  to  tbe  end 
of  the  world.  This  parchment  is  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
■thole  of  his  family,  and  even  to  diis  time  nobody  has  dccy- 
■phered  it  in  any  manner  but  Jeafer  Sodtk.  For,  as  to  the 
Bitire  explication  of  it,  that  is  refcrved  for  the  twelfth  Imumf 
-who  is  furnamed,  by  way  of  excellence,  AlMahdJ,  or  tbe  grand 
Hireilar'. 
-  Samitfhh  BESIDES  the  books  above-mentioned,  feveral  fentencesand 
Jtaicnttt  apophthegms,  under  the  name  of  Ml-,  occur  in  the  oriental 
andwuui-  writers,    llic  author  of  SMhi  Al  Akyar  quotes  this,  which  is 

^  AlMakin  &G11EC.  ABu'i..FAKAj,pair.  D'HiKBiL.Bibl. 
orient,  paff.  '  D'Heebil.  Bibi loth,  orient,  in  art.  jf/i,p.  95. 

OoKLEv't  biA.  of  the  Sarac.  Tol.  ii.  p.  84 — 87. 
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one  of  the  fnoft  ftiiking  snd  inftrndive :  If  a  nam  wevU  le  ' 
Wf6  VMthtttt  meant,  powrrjiil  without  fubji£ii,  and  JuhjeS 
■mthowt  a  imfitr ;  Ut  bim  -defart  fram  fin,  and  firve  Gon^ 
vnd  bt  vAU  find  theft  thru  thtftgs.  One  of  his  captains  haring 
.one  dtty  afkcd  him,  with  impudence  enough,  what  was  thft 
rearon  that  the  rctgni  of  Aku  Beer  and  Omir,  his  prcdeceflbrsi 
'■trere  lb  peaceable,  and  that  of  Othman  and  his  own  fo  full  of 
%rotiblc$  f  the  KbiiJ!fiafwtn6,  with  great  acutcnels  and  f^a- 
cit^,  ID  the  following  teims :  "  The  reaftn  is  [Jain.  It  k 
**  bccaufc  Othman  and  I  ferved  Atu  Beer  and  Omar,  during 
'*  their  reign  j  and  Othman  and  I  found  no  bodjr  to  lerve  ni 
**  but  you,  and  fuch  as  are  like  you  '." 

There  is  .in  the  book  Rabi  Al  Akyar  Kkewife  another  of 
JSB'^  hnmints,  which  is  extremely  reitiariuble,  and  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  the  condu£t  of  thofc  who  fo  highly  value 
tfacmfetves  upon  accQunt  of  their  being  his  followers :  "  Take 
*•  care,"  faid  he,  "  never  to  feparate  yourfelves  from  the  fb- 
••  ciety  of  the  other  Mofiemi.  For,  he  that  feparates  himfelf 
**  from  them  belongs  to  the  devil,  as  the  (beep  that  leave  the 
'  **  fld^  appertain  to  the  wolf.  Give  no  quaiter,  therefore,  to 
*'  him  who  marches  under  the  Handardof  yi'16^1,  though  he 
'**  wears  my  turbanton  his  head;  fince  he  carries  along  With 
"  hltn  the  infallible  mark  of  a  man  that  walketh  wrong."  It 
has  been  remarked  by  M.  D'Herheloty  thai  the  feflarics  wh» 
entertain  fuch  dcvatcd  fentiments  of  Alt  have  not  only  a  tur- 
bant  of  a  particular  form,  but'likewife  that  they  twift  their 
'hair  in  a  different  manner  from  that  of  the  reft  of  the  Mif~ 
lems.  The  femily  c^  Alt  is  divided  into  fcvcral  branches  j 
'  the  principal  of  which  is  formed  by  the  defcendcnts  oiHufeim, 
'  the  fecond  fon  of  that  Khalif;  as  this  branch  continues  the 
liHealdefcentof  the  twelve /flwflw.  Ncvcrth clefs,  the  family  of 
Hafan,  his  eldcfl  Ton,  who  fuccseded  his  father  in  the  KhtH 
Wat^  has  produced  feveral  pcrfons,  who  have  made  a  confr> 
aerabic  figure,  and  even  occafioned  inlurreftions  in  differeat 
provinces  of  the  empire,  under  the  government  of  the  Kh»- 
Bft  bodi  of  the  houfe  of  Omm'iyab  and  Al  Ahbai.  From  the 
former  of  thcfe  branches,  and  not  the  latter  of  them,  as  M. 
lytitrbthi  has  been  pleated  to  aflert,  fprung  Mtbatnuud,  who 
was  proclaimed  Khaltf  at  Medina  in  the  year  of  the  Htjfa 
145,  and  who  affumed  the  title  of  Ai  Mtbdi,  or  ^niMlrVlhtt 
b,  the  Jitpreme,  or  general,  dtreffar  «f  the  Modems.  Tkii 
Ttew  Khalf,  who  was  the  great  grandfon  of  Hefein,  had  'a 
brother  called  lirrahim,  who  caufed  Irik,  and  a  great  part 
of'  Perfia,  to  revolt  at  the  fame  time  frxfln  the  Khahf  Aku 
yMfar  Al  Manf&r.  But  the  m;)vements  occafioned  tn  •  the 
"  e  by thefc  two  princes  were  not  of  any  long  continuanoe; 
'  J>'Hitk»L.  ct  OcKvtT,  nU  fop. 

3  they 
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ihty  having  both  been  foon  defeated  by  diat  Khall/'t  nqphew, 
who  Tent  their  beads  to  his  uncle,  who  was  tbcn  buildiag  the 
city  of  Baghdad.    M  Manjur  having  received  advice  of  that 
.'ri^ciry,  which  rcftored  peace  to  his  dominions,  took  occaiioa 
from  thence  to  tionour  his  new  city  with  the  tide,  orfunume, 
of  Car  ttl  Saidm,  that  is,  the  hcufif  er  haiitatitn,  tfteaet  *. 
jtMihtref    Besides  the  afbrefaid  nuxims}  or  fcntences,  attributed  U 
bii/aj-   ■  'jfii,  we  find  the  following  paflage  alcribed  to  hioi  by  H»fdm 
itgf.         Wiu%y  in  his  paraphrafe  and  commentary  upon  the  Kuran  : 
**  God  has  given  men  two  Imams,  that  is  to  fay,  two  pon- 
*<  tiiFs,  or  mediaton,  between  him  and  them.    The  fiift  is 
<*  the  prophet,  who  is  g6ne,  and  is  no  more  amongft  them. 
*<  The  fccond,  which  rcmuns,  and  always  Ihall  continue 
"  with  them,  is  the  prayer  that  they  make  to  obtain  pardon 
",  of  their  fins  *." 
tht  it-  There  was  another  great  grandfbn  of  Hojtin,  notwith- 

ftinitnii    ftanding  what  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary- by  M. 
^Ali        lyHtrbtht,   befides  that  above-mentioned,  who  began  to 
actafivi     pjjjj^.  J  noifg  ;„  ^^  Khalifat  of  Har&n  Al  RaJHit  named  Ji- 
^t""/''    fyfa  Ehn  Jb£allab  j  but  he  was  foon  "rendered  incapable  <rf  ex- 
A'" ^"'  ecuting  any  feditious  defigns.     This  ill  fuccefs,  however,  did 
'V    '**'  not  hinder  others  of  Jii's  dclcendents,  tn  fucceiEve  pciiods  of 
'^'         time,  from  making  themfelves  mailers  of  feveral  provinces; 
as  of  AiazaniUrait,  in  the  Khalifat  of  MMeftain  and  M  M^' 
tadfd,  of  KermaHf  in  the  times  of  the  princes  of  the  family  of 
Stljui,  of  part  of  Kharajan  and  Tabariflin^  in  the  days  of 
the  Stltdni  of  Khowaraxtiij  of  Yaman  and  C£fa,  and,  in  fine, 
of  a  great  part  of  the  provinces  conquered  by  the  MsJUmt 
in  Africa.    The  Khalifat  being  afterwards  Cransrerred  frun 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  to  that  of  Al  Abbasy  which  was  nearly 
related  to  Alt,  as  being  defcended  from  their  common  an- 
ceftor  Hajbenit  the  Khalifi  of  the  former  family  were  ex- 
communicated in  their  uim,  in  the  fame  Iblemn  mannct 
that  Moaiuiyah  had  excommunicated  Alt  and  his  family,  in 
all  the  mofqucs  mthin  bis  jurifdi^on.     Ahmtd^  die  third 
fbn  of  Al  Buiyah,  furnamcd  MoeJce'ddawla,   baving   made 
faimfelf  mafter  of  Baghdad,  and  confequcntly  of  the  perlbn  ^ 
die  KbalifAl  Maftakjiy  of  the  houfe  of  Abbat,  did  not  content 
himfelf  with  curJing  and  anathematizing  publickly  the  family 
of  Qrnmyah  by  wurd  of  moutb,  but  he  likewife  ordered  the 
tnalediSion  to  be  ingraved  in  large  chiraSers  upon  tbe  gates 
of  all  the  mofques ;  Together  witn  die  principal  caufes  of  that 
fidmination.     Thefe  were,  i.  Becaufc  Madvnyah  and  his  la- 
inily  had  deprived  Ali'i  defcendents  of  the  territory  of  Fidai, 
*  D'Hekbel,  Btblioch.orient.  p.  9;,96.  AlMakih  &  Gaao. 
AbuVFakaj.  paff  '  Hosein  WAEz,«pud  O'HerbcL 

ubi  tup.  p.  95.  at  ec  if  fe  D'Hsaiii,.  ibid. 

iriiidi 
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which  Mohammed  had  given  his  dnughtcr  Fatema  as  a  dower, 
when  he  manied  her  to  Ati.  i,  Becaufe  the  members  of  that 
rimily  would  not  fuffer  Hafan  to  be  buried  near  the  remains 
of  h»9  grandfather  Mohammtd.  3.  Becaule  the  houfc  of  Om- 
imyah  had  exchided  AbbAs^  from  whom  the  Khalifi  of  his 
family  deduced  their  origin,  ffom  the  number  of  thofe  who 
verc  rendered  capable  of  afpiring  to  the  Khalifat  after  the 
death  of  Omar.  The  fame  Ahmed  had  fo  hjgh.a  regard  for 
the  memory  ai  Ally  that  he  once  intended  to  transfer  the 
Khalifat  of  Baghdad  from  the  branch  of  the  houfe  of  vf/t,  or 
rather  of  Hafititm,  that  then  reigned,  to  his  lineal  defcend- 
euis ;  tho*  this  defign,  however  fanguinc  that  prince  might 
be  in  the  fnrmation  of  it,  was  never  carried  into  execution  *. 

Thus  have  we  finiftied  our  hiftory  of  the  Khalifat  of  Aii,  Alt  naef 
and  given  our  readers  a  fuller  and  more  perfefl  account  of  the'*/ ^m/- 
memorable  tranfadtions  of  that  great  prince's  reign  than  is  to '?  "**" 
be  met  with  in  any  othft  author.     And  if  we  have  been  ^'verfrt-    , 
little  more  prolix  than  ufual  in  our  defcription  of  the  prind-^"*.'* 
pal  events  that  happened  during  the  fhort  interval  he  fat  upon  ^™ 
the  M^fUm  throne,  as  well  as  of  the  principal  tenets,  and 
fate  of  his  followers,  even  to  the  prefent  time  ;  this,  we  flat- 
ter ourfelves,  will  not  only  be  cxcufed  by,  but  even  prove  ac- 
ceptable to,  our  curious  readers ;  as  it  contains  in  it  To  very 
confiderable  a  pan  of  the  Arab  hiflory,  and  renders  mucn 
more  inlejligible  what  is  hereafter  to  follow.     Belides,   it 
would  have  been  unpardonable  in  us,  and  fo  deemed  by  all 
our  judicious  and  intelligent  readers,  to  have  been  in  anyre- 
fped  deficient  in  our  relation  of  the  glorious  exploits  of  Aliy 
who  was  ce[rait<ly  by  much  the  moft  confiderable  peribn, 
after  Mahammtd,  that  ever  was  born  in  the  pcninfula  of  the 
Arahs,    Nay,  with  regard  to  his  courage,  temper,  and  under- 
ftanding,  he  feems  to  have  been  at  leaft  equal,  if  not  fupe- 
rior,  to  the  Afo/ltm  prophet  himfelf ;  and  confequently  from 
thofe  who  paid  fo  great  a  deference  to  Mahammeai  decilions^ 
he  oug^t  to  have  met  with  a  better  fate  ^. 

SECT.    V. 
THE  poifbn  communicated  to  the  mafs  of  bl6od  by  Ab-Hiisfue- 
■*■    iolrohman  Eln  Miljem  Al  Mazadi'i  fword  having  lea-f'tdedbj 
dered  the  wound  received  by  Alt  from  that  ailaflin  monal,  his^''^*"    . 
friends  dcfired  him  to  nominate  a  fucceiTor  before  his  death.  Hafan, 
But  he  told  them,  that,  with  regard  to  this  affair,  he  would 

'AlMakik,  Greo.  ABu'L-FARAj.etD'HEREHL.inBiblioch. 
Orient,  pair.  "  D'HEHfeEL.  BibJioth.  orient,  in  art.  AH. 

OcriEK's  introdufl.  to  his  hill.*  of  the  Sarac.  vol.  it.  p.Kcxviii. 
snd  his  hid.  of  the  Sarac.  vol.  ii-  p.  89. 
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ibllow  the  example  of  the  apoftle  of  Gop,  who  left  the  elec- 
tion to  the  people.     However,  his  Ton  Hefan^  inheriting  his 
father's  piety,  though  not  his  courage,  and  beioe  greatly 
eftccmed  on  A&'i  account,  was  advanced  to  ^fTKEaUfatt 
without  any  (cruple  or  debate.     In  the  public  harangue  that, 
as  cldeft  foDt  he  made  to  the  people,  immediately  after  hi* 
father  wav  dead,  he  exprcflcd  his  fenfe  of  the  late  Khalff* 
^fEnation,  as  well  at  his  fuperior  merit,  in  the  following 
remarkable  terms :  "  You  have  Icilled,''  faid  he,  "  a  m^n  on 
**  the  fame  night  in  which  the  Kcran  came  down  from  hea- 
"  ven,  in  whicji  Ifa  afcended  into  heaven,  and  in  which 
**  Jejbuai  the  fon  of  Nun^  was  Hain.  None  of  his  prcdeccf- 
"  lore  exc^led  him,  nor  will  any  of  his  fucccflbrs  be  ever 
**  equal  to  him."    At  his  inauguration,  which  foon  after  fol- 
lowed, Kaii  addrefled  himlelf  to  him  in  this  form :  "  Stretch 
**  out  vour  hand,  as  a  tc^n  that  you  will  adhere  to  the  book 
*'  of  (lOB,  as  well  as  the  collc^sn  of  apoftolic  tiaditione, 
<*  and  make  war  againft  all  their  oppofcrs."    Hafan  anfwer- 
ed,  "  Very  willingly,  as  the  book  of  God,  and  the  traditions 
'•'■  of  his  apoftle,  will  always  {land  their  ground."  The  prin- 
cipal of  his  other  fubje^  then  approaching,  he  infilled  upoa 
their  being  obedient  to  him,  at  peace  with  bis  friends,  and 
at  war  with  his  enemies.     The  laft  of  which  articles  by  no 
.    ^neatts  pleafed  the  troops  of  Irak,  who,  being  grealJy  fatigued 
with  the  Syrian  w^r,  had  flattered  thcmfelves  with'  the  hopes 
^f  enjoying  the  fwsets  of  a  durable  peace,  after  the  new  Kha- 
Iff  had  mounted  the  Mtflem  throne '. 
jfnfiKTt      But  it  was  £>on.  perceived,  that,  notwithftandjng  a  iort 
apfribtnJ-  of  treaty  had  been  precipitately  Unick  up  between  J/i  and 
tJh-        Mtdwiyab,  a  little  before  the  violent  death  of  the  formn, 
.    nfrn        fuch  meafures  were  purfued  by  the  latter,  as  mtifi  in  a  (hort 
Hafon       time  in^ibly  diflurb  the  public  repofe.    That  prince  kept 
«ft</Moi-  (m  foot  a  powerful  army,  with  which  be  threatened  to  make 
wiyaii.      g„  irruption  into  Irak.    He  looked  widi  an  evil  eye  upon 
\         Hafaiiy  both  bdbre  and  after  his  Other's  death  i  and  even  re- 
fufcd  to  recognize  his  authority  after  his  accdBon.     Nay,  he 
alEgned  as  a  rcafon  for  this,  that  Hefim  had  been  an  accom- 
plice in  the  murder  of  Othman ;  which  was  a  plain  indication 
of  his'hollile  intentions,  as  a  greater  aflront  than  that  could 
not  have  been  offered  him  ^. 
Hafan  cf-      In  the  mean  time,  Hafan  was  preflcd  bv  thofe  about  him  to 
firt  la  rt-  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  Moawiyah;  tho'  he  was  of  ■ 
Jiga  iht      moft  pacific  difpofition,  looked  upon  the  efFuTion  of  M»j!m 
Khalifat 

lo  Moa-         <  Een  Al  Athik,  ubi  fup:  Euttch.  qbi  Tup,  Iiu.  Abvlpid. 
wiyah  :     in  hift.  univ.  MS.  Pococh.  ioBibl.Bodl.  Ojwii.  *  law. 
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Uood  widi  the  greatefl  horror,  and  confequently  Wits  fay  ItO 
means  qualified  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  However,  he  wa? 
M  laft  jtrevallcd  upon,  contrary  to  his  incHnacioii,  to  declare 
w*i  i^unft  Meewiyah,  and  even  (o  bagin  bii  march  for  thf 
tnva&on  of  that  prince's  teirliories.  Aa  AH  had  ]cft  behiiu} 
him  a  wcll-dirciplined  army,  confifling  of  60,000  men,  who 
had  entered  into  an  engagement  to  fupport  him^  and  his  pre- 
tenfiont,  to  the  laA  drop  of  dicir  blood ;  Hafan  Was  perfusdod 
tp  cany  on  the  war  with  vigour,  and  to  exert  himfelf  in  the 
profecution  of  it  Before  the  new  Kbatif,  therefbret  began  hij 
march)  he  lent  Kms  Ebn  Scad  towards  the  frontiers  with  a 
body  of  i2,oao  men;  of  which  Mtawiyah  receiving  advice^ 
he. advanced  to  Mif/ita,  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
difirii^  of  Cufoy  where  he  took  poU  with  all  his  forces. 
But,  before  his  arrival  tftere>  he  lent  Bajbtry  or  Bajhat^  Ehn 
Anab  with  a  Itrong  detachment  to  reconnoitre  the  ene- 
my, and  give  him  intelligence  of  their  motionsi  Bujhat 
bappening  to  aieet  with  the  troops  commanded  by  KaU  Ebn 
Baad,  a  bri(k  difpute  enfued  between  them ;  but  which  fide  . 
bad  the  advant^e,  we  are  not  informed  by  any  of  the  Arak 
hifionaiu.  Soon  after  the  end  of  the  adtton,  Hafan,  with 
tbc  army  he  led  againlt:  Mtawiyaby  reached  Al  Madayen ;  but 
bad  (carce  entered  that  place,  when  a  fpirit  of  mutiny,  ex- 
cited by  the  fudden  murder  of  one  of  his  men,  inflamed  the 
trot^^and  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  him.  He  was  not 
only,  without  any  regard  to  his  diAini^lion,  thrown  from  his 
feat,  but  likewife  wounded  by  feme  of  the  foldicrvi  Nay,  upori 
his  retiring  into  the  caftle  oi  Ai  Madaytn^  in  order  to  avoid  % 
more  tragical  fate,  the  governor's  nephew  follicited  hi»  uncl^ 
to  deliver  him  up  into  the  hands  of  Mtawiyab.  To  this  the 
governor  mmed  a  deaf  ear,  and  even  reje£)ed  the  propofal 
made  by  his  nepl^ew  with  indignation.  However^  Ha/ant 
finding  Aiflilitlf  de^rted  by  the  troops  of  Irak,  perceiving  the 
'  other  pan  of  the  army  wavering  in  their  fidelity  to  him,  and 
betog  fufficienily  frightened  by  the  dillutbancc  that  bad  lately 
happened,  wrote  a  letter  to  Altauiiyok,  oScring,  upon  cer- 
tain teriBS,  to  refign  the  Khalifat  to  him !. 

BeroRK  the  letter  was  fent  away,  his  hrothln'  Htfitn  AX^anJaflu- 
bis  utmoU  to  divert  him  from  the  refolutiqo  he  feemed  tooally  nfigm 
prectpkately  tohavetakcn;  rcptefenting  to  him,  that  nothing*'- 
could  he  ft  more  f^crc  reflexion  upon  his  father's  memory 
than  fuch  an  unTeafonable  and  iU>timcd  abdication.     Bu( 

'  tsM.  AvvLpfD.  .etEan  Al  AtHIk,  ubifup.  Asv  Jaaiak 
AlTabaki,  apod  Al  Makin,  in  hill.  Saracen,  lib.  i.  c.  vi.  p. 
44.  ft  u  ii^e  Al.  JUakwi  ibid.  Gaso.  Abv'l-Fara;,  in  hifi, 
d/naft.  p.  191,  i^i. 
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Hafan  being  well  apprized  of  Moaxuiyai^i  courage  and  aSt- 
vity  on'  one  tide,  and  of  the  perfidious  difpoTition  of  the  forcci 
drawn  from  Irak  on  the  other,  was  determined  to  perfift  in 
his  former  rcfolution.  Nay,  according  to  fome  authors,  he 
had  before  rendered  himfclf  incapable  of  departing  fr»in  ir, 
by  making  a  {imilar  propofal  to  Aioawiyah  before  the  laft  ac- 
tion between  Bajh'ar  Ebn  Jrtab  and  Kms  Ehn  Saad,  or  Kait 
Ebn  Said,  and  the  diHurbance  that  had  happened  at  M  Afa- 
dayen.  In  anfwer  to  which,  as  we  find  intimated  by  the  fame 
authors,  MBotviyah  had  fent  him  a  carte  blanche,  or  a  full  and 
unlimited  power  to  prefcribe  what  terms  he  ftiould  think  fit ; 
alTuring  him  of  an  abfolute  compliance  with  them.  This  pa- 
per, however,  according  to  what  has  been  fuggefted  by  them, 
feems  not  to  have  reached  Ha/an  till  he  had  fent  his  lecond 
letter ;  which  induced  him  to  defire  an  interview  with  Med- 
wiyah;  wherein  he  infifled  upon  more  advantageous  conditions 
than  thiife  hehad  formerly  demanded.  But  with  thefe  Moavai- 
yab  refufed  to  comply ;  alJedging,  that  it  would  be  diflionoiirable 
in  Hafan  Kf  deviate  from  his  own  terms.  However*  at  Jaft  a 
treaty  wasfigncd  by  them  both.whichconfifted  of  the  follow- 
ing articles.  Firft,  Hafan  (hall  receive  all  the  money  in  the 
treafury  at  Cufa.  Secondly,  Maatviyah  Ihall  aflign  him  the  re- 
venue arifing  from  Daraljerd,  a  dilhidl  of  confiderable  extent 
in  Perfia.  Thirdly,  He  ihall  never  rcflcft  upon  the  late 
Kbaii/'in  the  prefencc  of  Hafan,  Fourthly,  He  ftiall  gfant  a 
pardon  and  amnetly  to  alfthofe  who  adhered  to  .^/i  i  and, 
after  his  death,  to  Hafan,  in  the  former  troubles  that  fo  dif- 
tra£led  the  Muflems.  Fifthly,  in  confideration  of  thefe  con- 
ceflions,  Hafan  (hall  renounce  ail  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat, 
and  confequcntly  henceforth  recognise  the  authority  of  ^^od' 
tviyah,  as  fupreme  direflor  of  the  MefienUf  and  emperor  of 
the  faithful.  The  money  found  in  the  treafury  at  Ciifa  a- 
mounted  tn5,coo,oo3iAVimi;  but  this  never  came  into  Ha- 
fan's  hands,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear.  Mu'UFa' 
raj  relates,  that  the  eflufion  of  blood  in  the  engagement  be- 
tween Bajhar  and  Kais,  which  flruclc  him  with  horror,  firft 
difpofcd  Hafan  to  an  accommodation ;  which  raanifeftly  im- 
plies, that,  on  both  fides,  many  men  mud  have  been  killed 
in  that  a^on.  It  has  been  obfen'ed  by  jfl  Moiin,  that  //«■ 
foK  and  Moavjtyah  had  an  interview  at  Maflitn,  in  the  41ft 
year  of  the  Htjra,  a  Sttle  before  the  condulion  of  the  afore- 
laid  treaty  •".    ' 

From  Mafktn,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  fcene  of  the 
late  negotiation,  Hafan  arid  Me&vjiyah,  after  they  had  fettled 

"  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabaxi  et  Al  Makiw,  uW  fup.  Greh. 
Abu'l-Fakaj,  ubt  fup.  p.  191.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ttbi  fjp. 

'j  the 


C.  i,  Tii  Kifiorj  of  tU  Arabs.  53 

Che  terms  of  the  pacification*  fet  out  in  company  for  Ciifa ;  '  '  '  ' 
into  which  they  made  their  public  entry  together,  in  a  very 
amicable  manner.  Upon  their  arrival  there,  Moavjlyah Qom- 
manded  Hafan,  by  Jmru  Ebn  Al  Ji'%  advice,  to  notilV  to  the 
people  in  a  ^xech  his  abtlicaiian  ;  which  he  did  in  fuck  lerm^ 
as  fccDied  to  prefage  a  new  revolution.  This  To  exarpcrated 
AioMviyeh,  that  he  ordered  Hafan  inflantly  to  fit  down,  and 
feverely  reprimanded  Aniru  for  the  advice  he  had  given  him. 
Nay,  Tome  authors  fay,  that  he  was  never  afterwards  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  that  general.  Be  that  asit  will,  as  fuch  a  public 
fpeech  from  Hafan  was  altogether  fuperfluoui',  it  /eemed  to  in- 
dicate a  great  want  of  judgment  and  difcretion  in  Moawiyab 
to  require  this  of  him,  efpccially  as  he  might  have  been  fen- 
fible  that  it  would  furnifli  an  unhappy  m^n  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  lafhing  him  who  had  been  the  fourcc  of  all  his  mif- 
fbftunes.  Before  his  departure  from  Cufa,  Hafan  accufed 
publickJy  the  peqple  of  Irai  of  his  father's  murder,  of  feverat 
infults  oSered  to  bis  perfon,  and  of  pluniiering  him  of  his 
lawful  effe^  The  lall  crime  he  laid  to  their  charge,  their 
condud  after  the  conclufion  of  the- late  treaty  proved  them  to 
be  guilty'  of ;  for  tho',  by  one  of  the  articles  of  that  treaty,  the 
public  money  at  Ci^oughtto  have  been  depofited  in  his  hands, 
Aloawijah  could  not  prevail  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
the  capital  of  the  Arab  Irak,  to  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  it, 
by  any  motive  whatfocver.  However,  in  order  to  compcnfate 
the  I0&  //fl^n.fuftaincd  on  this  occaftoh,  Mi>awiyah,whok  am- 
bition bad  been  fo  fully  gratiiied,  afligned  him  ^n  annual  pcn- 
fion  of  150)000  dinars,  and  made  him  feveral  prefcnts  of  very 
'  confiderablf  value.  Being  thus  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  . 
private  perfon,  ix  and  his  brother  Hofiin  retired  to  Medina^ 
where  be.fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Mofi  of  his  valj 
revenue  he  dtfpofed  of  in  ai£b  of  charity ;  and  was  fo  little 
attached  to  the  things  of  this  vjorld,  that  he  twice  ftrippcd 
himfelf  of  all  he  had,  and  thrice  divided  half  of  his  fubllance 
atnongft  the  poor.  NotwithiRanding  his  abdication,  the  P/r- 
fiam  affiriQ,'  that  he  Was  KhaUf  ioA  Imam  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  They  alfo,  as  well  as  the  other  followers  of  Mi^  main- 
tain, that  i)^  and  his  two  fons  were  the  three  iirft  lawful 
Jmams  ".      . 

Al  Makin  pbftrves,  that  the  firfl  day  oiHafan'&  KhalifbtHt  rrigni 
was  AUniayy  and  the  laft  Friday  \  aJ  atfo  that  he  reigned  lix  ojily  abeut 
mCMiths  and  five  days  i  but,  according  to  ^AV-/(7ra7,  he  iiXfix mmtbi. 
upon  the  tfaroRe  five  months  only.     His  father's  lafl  fecrelary 

■>  lidem  ibid.  Colii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  119, 123.  Khon- 
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tOntiDufcd  in  Ttis  poft  during  the  fhort  Khat^at  of  HiiSm\ 
whofe  fyAbol,  or  motto,  on  his  Teal  was,  There  ii  n»  Gdo 
tutGoDj  the  true  and  menifeji  kin^.     Sharib  Ebn  Al  Hartlb, 
who  had  been  Affs  punci  pal  judge,  fcrved  YationHafan  a](b  ih 
,  ■  the  fame  capacity.     After  the  conclufiwi  of  the  late  titaty, 
tJafiin  immediatcl)'  ceded  Cufa  to  Ma&wijah,  who,  with  )m 
former  competitor,  made  his  public  cntrj  into  that  city  on  the 
a6th  day  of  the  former  RabU  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  on 
the  fame  day  of  the  iormcT  yam44a,  in  the  41ft  yevof  the 
liejra.     That  Mojien,  the  place  where  Hafim  and  MaAtai- 
yah  had  had  an  interview  before  that  entry,  was  about  a  ftation 
'  diflant  from  Cufa^  we  may  infer  from  JthtU-Fami^, 
JteJf'  Upon  Hafan's  arrival  at  Medina,  feme  of  his  friends  theit 

tints  lit  greatly  ccnfured  his  conduct;  whicji  nevcrthelefs  has  alWayi 
teiam«Bd  been  urged  by  the  Shiitei  as  a  demonflrative  pfoof  ef  the  tx- 
»/a  htjj  cellence  of  his  difpofidon,  and  his  tendernefs  for  the  people 
fftwft-  over  whoirt,  by  their  unanimous  fuffrages,  he  was  appointed 
to  prcfide.  The  rcafons  he  himfelf  affigncd  for  his  condud  on 
this  occafion  w-erc,  that  he  was  tired  of  the  world,  and  that 
the  Cufans  Were  fo  faithleft,  perfidious,  and  mifchievous  t 
people,  that  it  would  be  impolTible  For  him  ever  to  meetwith 
flny  affiftance  from  them.  Which  charafler  of  them  was  er- 
iremely  juft,  tho'  afterwards  they  feemed  to  be  touched  with 
remorfc  for  their  traitcrous  behaviour  to  him.  For,  when  he 
firfi  entertained  thoughts  of  a  retignation,  and  told  them,  that  . 
•'  he  was  their  commander  and  chief,  of  their  prophet's  fi> 
*'  mily,  frotn  which  all  pollution  had  been  removed^  and 
"  which  God  had  purified,"  they  all  burft  out  into  tears, 
lind  wept  fo  loud,  that  every  one  of  them  might  have  beea 
beard  to  fob.  They  alfb  Ihed  many  tears  at  his  final  depar- 
ture from  Cufay  after  he  had  come  to  a  fixed  refotution  to 
jnake  MidJna  the  place  of  his  reJidence,  Nor  did  th«  rrtK 
lefs  people  fail  giving  fome  diflurbance  to  his  fucceflbr  Mtd^ 
'  vjiych  i  tho'  we  do  not  iind,  that  this  was  attended  with  any 
fatal  efftQs.  For,  the  Kharejilts,  jiot  long  aft*r  Hapm's  ar. 
rival  at  Mii'ifia,  made  an  infurre^ron  againft  Mfttviyalit  who 
thereupon  defired  him  to  lead  an  army  againft  them.  But 
fJa/ari  declined  the  command  of  the  armyofiered  him,  tell- 
ing the  Khajif,  that,  had  he  bad  a  military  genius,  he  fltouM 
have  exefcifed  it  againft  hnn,  and  not  have  tafccn  leave  of 
^public  alTairG,  Mai-wy^b  pntbably  offered  him  that  com^ 
mand,  with  a  view  of  Ibort^ng  his  days;  fince  tts  ccrtatft 
he  conceived  an  avcrftoti  to))iin,  on  account  of  the  fbtegoing 

*  A»v  JAAt-Ait  AlTabaki,  Ai,  Makih,  et  Gma.  Abu^i- 
f  AfAj,  ubi  fup,  p'H^fcBsi-.  pjtilioih.  orient,  p.  1^34. 
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fpeed),  -iflitcli,  in  a)l  likelihood,  was  never  tfterwtHs  thd- 
touehlj  obliterated  or  cfiaced  P.  ' 

Hasan  enjOTod  the  fwccB  of  aprivate  lili;  about  ti^tHthpri- 
years  After  Us  xbdi«atiaii,anctdicdat  J^^min  the  49lhyeary«nr^i>/^ 
of  the  H^Sy  cotnciddnt  with  the  year  of  ourLofib  obf^.jtar  a/ iht 
He  waa  poiftHwd  by  his  wife  Jaedab^  according  to  K^^i  Hcjra  49. 
jAnr,  who  had  been  bribed  by  Modwlyab  with  large  prefcnts 
to  petpetrate  that  execrable  crime.  Wc  are  tdd  by  a  very 
kanied  author,  extremely  well  veried  in  oriental  hiftory, 
that,  tr  >n  artide  of  the  foregtni»;  treaty,  Maawiyah  engaged 
bimfelf  not  to  nominate  a  fucceuor  during  the  life  of  Hafin ; 
bat  to  leave  him  the  power  of  chiding  a  certain  number  (^  i 
petftos,  in  whoft  hands  the  eleSion  of  a  new  Khalif  waa 
to  be  lodged,  as  hid  formerly  been  done  by  Omar.  But 
MtSwijab  having  afterwards  an  inclination  to  leave  the  Kha~ 
tifat  to  his  Ion  ftzidt  and  noffinding  this  pra3icable  with- 
oM  the  death  of  Hafan ;  in  order  to  gratify  his  inclination,  he 
prevailed  upon  yaadab,  by  valuable  prefents,  and  by  pro- 
miftng  hei  his  (on  Tizid  in  marriage,  to  put  a  period  to  her 
hufband's  days.  This  ihe  did,  by  rubbing  him  with  a  poi- 
fened  linen  aoth,  that  had  been  fent  her  by  Moatuiyab  foe 
that  purpdc,  which  was  dK  immediate  caule  of  his  death. 
Of  wfaidi  Miounjab  being  apprized,  he  remitted  her  a  fum 
of  500,000  dirbimi^  as  a  reward  for  her  villainy ;  but  took 
care  to  ke^  Jar  enough  from  her  embraces  his  Ion  Tt^d.  Ha- 
fin was  bom  in  die  third  year  of  the  Htjra^  and  died  wbeit 
he  was  about  47  lunar  years  of  age.  When  he  was  at  the 
pdnt  of  death,  his  phyfician  told  his  brother  ihft'm^  that 
his  bowels  were  confumed  with  poitbn.  This  greatly  affcifted 
Htfim^  who  begged  Hajan  to  Impart  to  him  the  name  of  the 
murderer,  which  it  fcems  be  knew,  that  he  might  take  ven- 
geance of  him  for  fo  barbarous  an  a£Kon.  But  this  Hafan 
refilled  todo;  faying,  "  O  brother  !  the  life  of  this  world  is 
**  made  up  of  nights  that  vanifh  away.  Let  hiiti  alone,  till 
*'  he  and  I  meet  before  the  divine  tribunal,  where  he  will 
"  Certainly  have  juftice  done  hint."  Some  authors  relate,  that 
Jaadab  was  clear  of  the  horrid  h.&  laid  here  to  her  charge ; 
and  that  certain  of  his  (ervants,  at  the  iniligation  of  Msd- 
viiyab,  found  means  to  difpatch  him.  ■  Be  that  as  it  w'dl,  it 
is  univerfaUy  agreed,  that  Afaawrjah  was  (he  principal  agent 
in  this  tragicu  affair,  and  had  the  chief  hand  in  eSeiling 
his'dellru^on.  Hafan  was  born  in  the  middle  of  the  month  ' 
of  Ramadan,  and  died  either  in  the  former  Rabi,  Qr  Safar. 
Thofe  who  afTerc  his  wife  to  be  innocent  relate,  that  he  had 

'  MSS.  Htraringt.  num.  49;.  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.   Gaio. 
Aiu*l.Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  193. 

D  4  apoE- 


5*  ne  Wfttry  of  tin  Atahi.  B,  I. 

apoironous  draught  given  I'lim  by  one  of  his  fervants,  at  the 
'  requcO,  or  rather  command,  ai  Ai«awiyab,viii\c\i  aloK^  in- 
fiantJy  dcflroyed  him.     HafaO  was  o>  a  very  mild,  humane* 
beneficent,  and  pious  dlfpulitlon  ;  and  dcTcrrad  a  much  better 
fate.     From  the  year  of  the  H^jra^  in  whicH  this  prince  «pas 
born,  it  appears  pretty  plainly,  thai  his  father  AH  muft  have 
been  at  leall  fixty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  agreement  with  \«hat  we  find  advanced  by  ibme  good  au- 
thors ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  been  then  fo  young  as 
others  have  made  him.     Hafan  performed  five- and -twenty 
journies  on  foot,  according  tOvf^vl^iii.'A,  though  he  bad  hocics 
attending  him  in  all  thofe  peiegrioAtions  1. 
Stmt  re-         AMONGST  Other  traditions  coiicprning  this  Kballf,  currvnC 
mariai/t    ip  all  places  where  Jfiamifm  prevails,  there  is  or.e  that  has 
fariica-     bcetl  handed  down  to  fucceeding  generations,  containing  fc- 
ittrtrdat-  yeral  remarkable  particulars  of  him.     According  to  this,  he 
"Vi-^""  ^^^  extremely  hke  his  grandfather  Mahammtdy  who,  as  foon 
andbhfa-^  he  was  born,  fpat  in  his  mouth,  and  named  Kan  Hafan. 
"'J-  That  pretended  propjiet  frequemly  exprelTed  his  fondneis  of 

this  favourite  child,  fays  the  fame  tradition,  in  a  very  di(- 
agreeable  manner-  When  be  was  otKciating  in  the  mottjue, 
little  Hafan  would  fumetimes  ctambcr  up  to  him;  when,  in 
order  to  pleafe  the  boy,  he  would  dcfignedly  prolong  the 
prayers.  Nay,  fometimes  tn  (he  midft  of  a  difcourfe  to  the 
people,  if  he  faw  Hafan  an^  Hoftin  apprnaching  him,  he, 
would  come  down,  embrace  them,  and  talce  them  up  with 
him  into  the  pulpit ;  and,  after  making  af\  apology  ft^  his 
conduit  on  that  occafton,  proceed  in  his,  harangue.  This 
could  not  but  greatly  endear  Hafan  to  alt  ih?  Arabs,  who  had 
any  real  regard  or  veneration  for  the  memory  o^  Mehammed. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted  but  he  vould  have  firmly  featcd  him- 
fclf  upon  the  Mojlem  throne,  had  he  been  a  man  vprfed  in 
military  affairs  ;  fmcc  the  Syriant  only  fee  up  Mouwiyah,  be- 
cai|fe  there  >vas  none  to  oppofe  them.  We  ate  told  by  an 
'  anonymous  Arab  writer,  that,  accr>rding  to  a  tradition  of 
Sefnah,  the  apoftlc's  freed-man,  Mohammed diii,  "  ThcKba- 
»*  lifat  fhall  continue  after  me  thirty  years,  and  then  thai) 
'i  comrnence  a  kingdom."  From  whence  he  inferred,  that^ 
31  Muham^cd's  death  precedeJ  Hafan's  abdication  juH  thirty 
years,  ibejr  apofile  was  a  true  prophet,  and  Hafan  his  rightfu^ 
fucceflbr'  A^  hokhari  alfo  relates,  that  Mobammed  one  day 
looking  eai:nefily  on  little  Hafan,  then  with  him  in  the  pul- 
pit,  broke  pyt   tnu>  the  following  prophetic  exclamation : 

^  Hapedh  Akuu,  apud  D'Hrrbel.  ubi  fup.  p.  434.  Al  Ma- 
rin, ubifup.  p.  47.  Ebn  Al  Atbir,  Ocklev's  bill,  of  theSa- 
lac.  vol.  li.  p.  9; — 101.' 
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"  O  people!  by  movu  of  tfais  fon  of  mine,  the  Lord  Gonf 
*'  fliaU.-uiute  two  great  contending pardet-  of  the  Mlfkms'' 
>Io  wondci  then  that  He^  Should  ftill  be  reckoned,  even  by 
a  valt  numbeE.of  the  Simatts  themfdves,  fo  IDuftrious  an  Imam. 
He-  bad  in  all  twenty  dtildren -,  Aheen  of  whom  were  fons^ 
and  five  daughters.  The  Perftara  maintain^  that  the  fuccef- 
60a  oSImam  paJIed  bona  Hafan  to  his  younger  brother  Ho- 
fein.  It  may  not  be  amifi  to  obfcrvc  here,  that  Hafein,  one 
mf  tbt  dclcendentS'Of  Hafan,  revolted  in  the  KhaBfat  oi  At  ' 
Hidi  Bin  Al  Alohtii,  according  to  M.  D'Herbtkl,  and  caufed 
Unii^lf  to  be  piodaimcd/ir^&y  at  Medina,  in  the  year  of  the 
f/tfra,  169.  But  of  this  our  readers  may  expcA  a  fiill  and  par- 
ticular account  in  its  proper  place  '. 

Ans.  Ebn  Malec"  repdns,  that  a  woman  having  onceHtfim'/ 
rmIc  htm  a  prcfent  of  a  hunch  of  Ane  faerht.  he  albed,  vht-gfttvfiij 
thcr  (he  was-  ai  fr^-woman,  or  a  fUve  i-  'To  which  (he  rt-f^afmaU 
plied,  a  dave ;  but  that  nererthelcfs  the  herbs  flie  had  prc-/*^'- 
&i]led  bim  with  were  race  and  curious.     Upon  which,  he 
gsre  her  her  liberty,  and  faid  to  thoft  about  him,  '*  We  have 
"  b«n  inftruSed  by  Qod  himfeJf  to  glveto  thofc  that  make 
"  us  pieicnts  (bntething  more  valuable  than  what  they  bring' 
"  us."     By  which  be  intimated,  that  thiaimora)  inftrii£hon' 
ma  contained  Iq  the  Kvran ;  which  the  Msftinu  are  taught  to' 
teceiM  as  the  word  of  God.  .  This  may  be  confidcredas  an 
InAaoce  of  diat  gener oui  and  munificent  difpoTition  for  which' 
be  has  been,  celebrated,  by  fome  of  the  ^ah  hiftorians  •• 

It  has  al(b  be^  rdated.  of  this  KhaUf^  tbst  a  Have  having'Mi  ;rw- 
ODce  thrown  a  dilh  of  brodi  boiling  hot,  as  he  fzt  at  table,  rafitj  '• 
upon  him,  and,  fearing  his  refentment,  immediately  fell  onaiBthtr 
his  knees,  and  repeated  thefe  words :   "  Paradire  is  for  thofe.A'^- 
*'  who  bridle  their  anger."     Hafan  anfwered,  "  I  am  not 
*•  angry."    The  flave  proceeded }  "  and  for  thofe  who  for- 
*'  give  men."     "  I  forgive  you,"  faid  Hafan.     The  flave, 
however,  iinifhed  the  verfej  adding,  "  for  God  loveth  the 
"  beneficent."     "  Since  it  is  io"  faid  Hafan,  '*  I  give  you 
"  your  liberty,  and  four  hundred  pieces  of  fjvcr."  A  noble  ' 
inlrance  this  of  moderation  and  eenerofuy  ' !        ' 

Thb  following  fentence  ^Siiafan  has  been  quoted  by  KoxatOnt»fhii 
of  the  MoJUms.    *'  The  tears  which  are  let  fall  through  Ac-/tnumcii, 
**  votion  Ihould  not  be  wiped  off,  nor  thp  water  which  re- 
'*  mains  upon  the  body  after  legal  ablution ;  becaufe  this 
"  water  makes  the  face  of  the  faithful  fbine,whcn  they  pre- 

■  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl.Bod!.  Oxon.  obi  fup.  D'Herbel.  «bi  fop. 
p.  414,415,434.  Khoxdeuir.Al  Makih.Grec.  Abu'l-Fahaj,- 
ic.  •  AnsEhnMalec,  apudD'HerbeLubifup.  AbuJaa- 
far'AlTabas,  «  AlMakiij,  nbi  fup,  p.  47.  'Aat.RAfit 
ALAicvAR.apudD'Hcibe).  fibifup.  ut et ipfeD'HERBBL.  ibid. 
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u-fiattlfaeBirdfcsbAfereGoD."  In  fin«,  the  beneficent  afiiotw, 
tai  moral  mncimst  of  thb  pious  Imfy»  are  confidcorad  almoft 
m  the  fBDM  Kght,  by  r  great  nvmber  of  tbe'  Mtfitm,  te  even 
tbofeof  bis  father  Alt  and  the  firoykmt  Mummed  hinfelf  ». 
Hefrt-   .      SoHl  of  thc  ShUtts,  in  oppoiition  to  tJfc  body  of  the 
ftaatljdi-  Ptrjian  nationy  deduce  the  line,  or  defcenr,  of  the  Imibiu 
inreeJhii  from  AiJ'aSah,  one  of  Htjarfi  firns,  or  ntber  from  his  faa 
tuivti.      Yahya,  and  not  from  the  defcendeitts  of  H»feiti.     Tho'  Ha- 
fmCi  wives  were  all  sxttomely  fond  of  him,  yet  he  ficqoeittljr 
diyorcad  them,  and  ntart'ied  new  ones.    As  Hafan  and  //•- 
y#^  were  the  fons  of  Fatma,  they  wen  looked  upon  as  the 
child  itn  of  A^hcwmri  himmft  who  in  all  rcfpeSs  ever  Ircited 
them  as  fuch  ". 
Wbtrt  Ui-     Though  Hafan^  in  his  wilt,  defircd  to  be  buried  neu  his 
ri*d.         ^widfathcT  Mohartanrd,  and  therein  left  direfiions  for  that 
purpofe }  yet,  as  this  was  oppofed  by  Said,  the  governor  of 
Midina,  MtTwan  Ebn  Jl  Hektm,  and  all  the  grandees  of  the 
iNMire  of  Ommijab  thenin  that  place,  Jyejha,  m  whofe  houfc 
die  body  of  the  prophet  lay  interred,  would  not  fu^  bis  le- 
maina  to  be  dcpo&tcd  there.     This  gave  great  difgiift  te  kH 
iSie  mcfflbers  of  Aii'a  family ;  fo  that  the  animolitics  betmetr 
them  and  the  houfe  of  Omrmyab  rofe  to  a  greater  height  ibaff 
•ver.     According  to  (bmc  authors,  therefore,  he  was  inhumed 
in  the  eotttmon  burying-place,  ealJcd  Al  Bait,  at  AMaia. 
Others  &y,  his  body  was  placed  in  lus  mother  Fatntk^s  tomb  ; 
and,  laftly,  other»  relate,  that  it  was  buried  at  Tanio,  atown  on 
the  fea  Alkatzmiy  at  no  res y  g^at  diftance.  from  Msdina,  with- 
out handing  doWn  to-a»  my  acoouni  of  the  circumffauices  at- 
tending that  event  *. 

S  £  C  T.     VI. 

Moiwi-     •f>Y  Jiafan'^  fcfignBtfoH  of  the  Khalifat,  and  the  ceffion  he' 

yah  bi-     -tJ  ifiade  of  the  territoFies  over  Which  he  prcfided,  Moawilab 

eanuifali  Jjec^me  fole  and  fupKnie  emperor  of  the  Mefitms.     Hefrin^ 

,'"/'";j''' '/indeed,  //^'s  feeond  feit,  polfeflcd  the  hearts  of  thcpeojJe; 

thi  Mof-   1^  Msa^viyaht  who  was  a  man  of  Heady  condu£t  »nd  gfeat 

■         **        abilities,  had  the  army  at  his  devotion.  '  He  was  the  fon  of 

'  Mu  Sfjfdn,  who  WW  one  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the  tribe 

of  Ktrnjt),  and  c^immftncled  the  forces  of  that  tribe  both  at 

thebanJei  tyfBtdfaniOhad;  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was 

♦MteriousovcF  tho  Mefitmt.     His  conrage,  riches,  and  great 

capacity,  nndercd  hi*i>  the  moft  confpicuous  pcrfon  of  his 

tribe  ;  fo  that  Mehammtd  met  with  vaft  oppoTition  from  him 

in  the  execution  <^  his  deflgns.     After  the  adion  of  Qhtd^ 

"  I)'HERBFi..ulrifiip.p.4jj.  "  KHouDEMts, D'Her- 

ifji,,  nbi  flip,  p  4j?.  *  EbbAlAthir,  D'Hekbel,  ubi 

fup.   ABo)AAr*ii'Ai,TABAR.  et  Al  Makin,  ubifup.    Abvl- 
frir.  inMtftript.Arab.  p.  ^5.  Oxon.  1712.  as 
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as  one  of  tbt  codimentHors  on  the  Kctm  pretei]d»,  die  Adet* 
(amt  wore  aflificd,  at  tH«  pnyer  of  the  prophet^  ^vith  fo  ter- 
rible X  faminci  tiiM  th«y  were  obligwl  to  fe«d  upon  dogs,  car- 
rion, burnt  bwieas  ud  a  fort  sf  mKcMbte  food  nude  of  blood 
•nd  cimel's  liafT*  dtlloA  J>t£,  which  the  Arohe  never  Hfcd  t« 
tax.  b«t  in  tines  of  extreme  fcucity.  Al  this  forrewfui  )vnc* 
tare,  Mm  Safian  oxpeftuJstcd  yh'iir  i4»hmmmed  in  the  foUon- 
ing  tenns :  "  Tttt  it»«,  I  adjune  thefc  by  GoB  and  the  rtlh* 
**  tiofl  that  ia  between  t»,  doft  thou  dunlt  thou  art  lent !»  a 
**  merry  unto  all  cfeatui«»;  iince  thou  bafl  flain  the  fuben  ' 
**  with  Ae  fword^  and  the  children  with  hunger."  This  dtf- 
covered  a  fixed  and  fettkd  averiioii  at  that  time  in  tbii  noble 
^nhXaM»hammedKAia&  foUoffcn;  notwithAuiding which, 
he  fbund  himfelf  obliged  to  fubmit  to  that  impnftor,  and  ei1n> 
bsce  ijlamjmy  in  ordef  to  favc  himfelf  and  his  family  froka 
immediate  dcflruSioii,  afttr  the  rcduiSion  ot  Micea.  Moe^ 
^yab  and  his  wife  declared  their  aHent  to  the  twofMidamCatal 
articles  of  the  M^km  creed,  the  fame  (lay  that  their  iv3mt 
jttu  Stfiin  mide  [vofeffioi)  of  the  M»he*imidm  iiiith.  Jim 
S«fiin^  after  his  conveifitfn,  begged  thtve  things  of  Mebamf  '■ 
twd ;  that  he  would  appoint  him  cdmmtBfttJr  in  chief  of  ^ 
hit  fnrces  that  were  to  a^agnnft  the  tofidels ;  tUat  he  wdhU  ' 
tnake  his  fcin  Mtaveijahha  fecretai^,  arid  diarty  bib  feeolid 
daughter  Gtxch.  The  two  firft  of  which  petitioha  he  readily 
granted,  but  refitied  to  comply  w'uh  the  third.  Our  cunow 
re«dei3  will  not  be  difpleafed.  to  find  here  ihe^  ftibliance  of  the 
proidiet's  prayer  mentioned  above,  whkh  was  conceived  in 
the  following  tccmc :  "  O  Qod,  fct  thy  foot  itrongly  wpen 
»•  Madar,"  an  anceAor  of  the  Ktrtifh,  "  and  give  tbca}.ycan 
*•  like  the  year)  of  ^B/if  A."  Whereupon,  \as  the  ctlmfhen<- 
(xtor  here  referred  to  intimates,  the  «fbte£ii(l  drtadful  faanne 
immediately  enfued  r. 

Sootr  ater  Mtdmydk  bad  aSumed:  the  government,  theTieKi^* 
jriurWi>M  took  the  iiridagainft  him  withaconfiduabk  mmy.  rcjitu 
The  k/K/f/RHl  made  application  to  HafitMyto  march  agaiiifl:  reM, 
them  with  a  body  of  Jrabs;  but  thai  prince  refofing  to  utk" 
dertake  luch  an  eapcditicm,  be  (tsA  the  Syrian  troops  to  re* 
duce  tbe  nebels  to  his  obedience.     TheJe  foon  broMght  the 
KMrtjitts  to  a  genera)  ad^eo ;   but  they  were  deleaiol  with 
cenfiderablc  Infs,  and  the  tA>e\s  remained  mafleraof  the  field 
of  battle.     The  Cifaia,  howe\'er,  uiio  were  eiuch  better 
troops  than  the  Syriant^  being  pnvaiJfcA  upon  to  take  up  armi), 
foon  excinguilbed  the  rebellion,  anil  icttled  Msatviyah  more 


T   MS,  Hont.  obi  fup.    Ism.  Aiui.fi:d.  <fe  vit.  Moha 
f.  Kvii.  p.  56 — 61.  c.  5i«i.  p,  6|— W.  et  c.  li.p.  io»— »o8.  Al 
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firmly  than  ever  upon  the  Mefam  throne.  We  find  -diia  per» 
nicious  fed  of  the  Kharejiitt  called  QbarttrgiUt  byHKephaneT^ 
who  jud  touches  upon  the  tebeltion  mentimed  here.  He  aK> 
denominates  the  Hafittmius,  or  family  of  Hajhtm,  I^amites, 
snd  the  people  of  IrAk^  Heracilts,  or  Heraiitfi ;  but  has 
handed  down  to  us  very  few  particulars  relating  to  them-' 
This  Khali/  had  been  an  officer  twentj'  years  under  Omar  and 
Otbmin,  and  had  greatly  difHnguifhed  himlclF  in  fcvcral  ex- 
peditions. He  was  inaugurated  in  themontfa  of  the  former 
Rain,  and  the 'fbrty-ltrft  year  of  the  He^rB.  Soon  after  Ha- 
y^n's  abdication,  hecoiiftituted/y/jWSi^fcm-aA  Ebn  Sfxoba  go- 
vernor of  Cufa,  AbiBiiah  Ebn  Anur  of  Bafra  and  Khan^amt 
Mtrva&n  Ebn  Al  Hakem  of  Medina,  and  Abd'allah  Ebn  JHextm 
of  Damafcus,  where,  immcdiateiy  after  his  departore  from 
Cdfa,  he  fixed  his  refidence.  He'elfo  appointed  again  tfai* 
^ear,  that  .is,  the  41ft  year  of  the  H^ra^  according  to  At 
Makin,  Awiru  Ebn  At  As,  ^^-ho  had  adhered  to  him  with  fe 
Much  fidelity,  hcutenant,  or  viceroy,  oi  Egypt  *. 
Moawi-  But  notwithftanding  the  fuccefs  Midwifab  had  hitherto  met 
yAa/f  with,  Ziyad,  his  brother  by  the  father's  fide,  iho'  a  baflard, 
tarti  Zi-  refufed  a  recognition  of  his  authority.  Ziydd  was  made  go- 
yad  in  bii  yemor  of  Pt^ta  in  the  Khalifat  of  ///,  as  has  been  already 
iaiirifi.  ^bferved ;  and  difbhai^ed  his  duty  in  that  poft  with  great  re- 
putation to  hiniifdf,  and  advantage  to  the  people.  He  was 
fliapnanimous  and  bnwe,  and  of  an  exceeding  good  capacity ; 
xho  AbuSofidnAatSt  not  own  him  for. fear  oiOtnar..  He  was 
-bom  in  the  very  year  of'  the  f/tjrB,  and,  by  his  eloquence  and 
-great  abilities,  fb  diftinguifbed  hhnfelf,  that,  at  a  meeting  of 
Che  Companions-  in  Omarh  reign,  Anru  Ebn  At  As  pub- 
lickly  declared,  that,  had  ho  been  of  the  tribe  of  Ktrei/h,  he 
wotdd  have  driven  all  the  Arahs  before  him  with  his  waJlcing^ 
fHck.  In  Omar's  time,  he  had  been  made  a  Kddi,  t>t  judgn 
and  Al  Megheirah,  for  incontinency,  had  been  brought  before 
him ;  but  either  out  of  favour,  or  becznfetlie  witneiles  failed 
'  in  point  of  proof,  he  dilmifled  the  perTon  accufed,  and  ordered 
the  witiKfTes  to  be  fcourged  fevercly.  This  could^ot  but  greatly 
indearhimto '^/^"j^n;^, who,  from  that  moment, contraded 
a  moft  intin^ate  acquaintance  and'  cordial  friendfhip  with  him. 
.When  Hafan  refigned  the  Khalifat  to  Moixviyab,  Ziydd  was 
lieutenant  of  P^r^,  and  refidcd  in  that  quality  xilftakhra^ot 
£jlakhr.  Here  he  had  ereSed  a  very  Itrong  citadel,  for  hii 
farther  fecurity,  which  he  made  the  place  of  his  habitabon. 

'  Ebn  Al  Athir,  Greg.  Abu'l-Fara],  ubi  fup.  p.  193. 
Abv  Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  apud  Al  Makin.  ubi  fup.  p.  46.  met 
ipfe  ALMAKf*,  ibid.  Thsophan.  chrcnografh.  p.  iScj.  £0- 
TVCH.  annal.  tgm.  ii,  p.  344,  345,  .    ,  , 
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Ai*a%aiyab  fearing  left  he  (bould  join  the  haulc  of  Hafittm^  an4 
by  thit  jun^KHt  give  him  no  fmaH  diflurbance,  owjied  hiin 
puUUkly  for  his  brother ;  thinking  this  might  be  a  means  of 
bringing  him  over  to  his  intereft.  In  order  likewife  to  facili- 
tate the  execution  <tf  his  febcme,  he  procured  the  a^ftance  of 
jfl  Meghiireb  £in  Shaaba,  his  governor  of  Cufa ;  who  made 
lb  good  a  ufe  of  his  friendfliip  with  Ziyady  that  at  lall  he  pre- 
~  vailed  upon  bim.  to  take  the  oath  of  ;d]cgiance  to  Meauiiyab. 
The  Kbalif,  in  return,  by  the  teftimony  of  the  Gretk  flave, 
AtJI  living,  on  whofe  wife  ^^«  £«?an,  being  heated  with  wine* 
bctbre  the  publication  of  the  Koran^  haa  begotten  Ziyad, 
proved  his  baflard  brother  to  be  the  real  Ton  oi  Abu  Sofiaa^ 
and  confcquently  a  meoiber  of  the  tribe  of  Kortijh.  Thi« 
teftimony  was.k>  deci&ve,  that  it  amounted  to  a  fdl  evidion 
of  the  point  to  he  proved,  and  of  courfe  demonftiated,  that 
-  Ziyaif  was  moft  nearly  related  to  the  Khatif.  However,  this 
was  the  iirft  time  that  the  Kardn  was  openly  violated  in  a  judi« 
cisti  way  of  proceeding.  For,  by  the  decifion  of  that  book,  the 
child  belonged  to  the  Gretk^  as  its  legal  father,  who  bad 
married  its  mother ;  lince,  according  to  this  decifion,  which 
had  been  left  by  Mehamtned  as  a  diredUon  in  all  fuch  cafes> 
tbt  fhild  was  e^udgtd  to,  tie  Uaniets,  and  tht  tvhort  ta  tbt 
Jim  i  that  iss  the  child  was  to  be  brought  up,  ahd  thewbore 
to  be  ftoned.  Tliis  conduct,  therefore,  of  the  Khali/  gave 
great  difgull  to  his  tvaSy,  as  a  baflard  had  been  thereby  in- 
troduced into  it,  and  his  father's  memory  feverely  reflated 
upon.  But  this  gave  no  manner  of  uneaTmels  to  Moawiyahi 
2S,  h^  bringing  his  fcheme  to  bear,  he  had  fecuicd  intircly  in 
hb  intereft  the  greatcft  man  of  the  age.  This  important  af- 
fur  was  thus  happily  terminated  in  the  42d  year  of  the  Hejroy 
accordiiw  to  Al  Maim,  and  not  the  44th,  as  we  And  aflertcd 
by  Mr.  Otiley ;  who  docs  not  only  oppofe  the  aforefaid  author, ' 
but  is  likewife  inconfiftcnt  with  himfelf  in  what  he  has  ad- 
vanced on  this  occafioD  *. 

Thb  43d  year  of  the  Hejra  was  remarkable  for  the  death  Amm 
of  the  famous  Amru  Ebn  M  Ai^  of  whom  Mi>bawmtd\%  re-£bnAlAs 
ported  to  have  faid,  Thrrt  is  ne  truer  a  Mollem,  nor  any  me''*'^Ab- 
mtrejledfqft  in  the  faith,  than  AaizM.     He  wasju(Hyefteemed'''«lWi    , 
one  of  the  greateft  men  amongft  the  Arabs  of  the  age  in  ^^^  ^5~ 
which  he  lived,  asftanding  dillinguifhcd  from  almofl  ^I  his  '* 

countrymen  by  his  quick  apprchenlion,  his  folid  judgment, 
bia  undaunted,  courage,  his  fuigular  refdutbo,  as  well  as  his 

■  Abo  Jaafak  Ai,  Tabaki  et  Al  Makih,  nbi  fup.  Isu. 
ABDLrBD.  hit.  nniv.  vol.  i.  MS.  Pocock.  in  Bibl.  B04I.  Oxon. 
GoLtinot.ad  Alfragaii.  p.  ii}>  OcKLiv't  faift.  of_tbe  Satac.  vol. 
ii.  p.  1 12 — 116.  ,  .     "  , 
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meft  profoand  ftgicitr  and  penWration.  He  was  always  ex. 
cdlent  in  his  ad/ice,  nire  and  fixed  in  his  refolvei,  and  fycdj 
in  their  execution.  H«  was  made  lieutensnt  of  Eg)pt,  which 
he  contiueied  in  the  Khalifat  of  Omart  and  was  continued  by 
Othman  four  years  in  that  poft.  Being  aficrwatde  difmifled  by 
the  laft  Khglifimm  that  high  office,  he  retired  into  P^ltjiint^ 
Inhere  he  lived  a  privatf  lire.  After  Olbmdn's  death,  at  Mod' 
wiyab'i  invitaiion,  he  entered  into  his  fervicc,  and  was,  in- 
deed, his  principal  fupport.  That  £i&a^fenthi(nonceinore 
into  Egyptf  in  the  quality  of  lieutenant  of  that  rich  and  fer- 
tile country ;  the  whole  revenue  of  which  he  allowed  htni| 
upon  condition  that  he  kept  on  foot  abody  of  troops  fufficienl 
for  its  defence.  We  are  told  by  an  oriental  author,  that,  be- 
fore he  embraced  Iflamifm,  he  wrote  fome  fatirica)  pieces  up* 
Ci7\  Mohammed;  and  that  fome  of  his  proverbs  and  poetry  are 
ItiJI  extant.  The  dying  fpecch  he  made  to  his  childftn  is  faid 
to  be  mafculine  and  pathetic.  In  it  he  laments  that  he  ever 
«x?rcifcd  his  wit  in  cxpofing  the  prophet.  This  year  rikewifc 
died  Ahetallah  Ehn  Sal^m,  a  'Jnv,  very  intimate  with_A/9- 
hammid,  ^nd  an  early  convert  to  his  religion.  One  of  the 
Ktreijh  tent  him  once  1200  ounces  of  ^old,  vi^iich  he  very 
,  puniftually  paid  at  the  time  appointed  ;  and  to  thii  honcft 
a^on  a  paflige  of  the  Ksrm  is  fuppofed  to  allude.  He  was 
tejieved  by  fome  to  have  affiled  Mehammed  in  the  compiling 
Jiij  pretenided  revelations  ;  which  if  we  admit,  'tis  no  wonder 
he  fhould  he  To  commended  for  his  knowlege  and  faith  in  the 
AV4«.  After  the  death  of  >^mrff,  MoMuijah  made  his  bro* 
ther,  Jtba  Ein  4I">  Safian,  governor  of  Egypt,  who  died  the 
following  year.  Oiia  Bin  Amtr  fucceeded  him,  and  was 
fcmovet)  from  his  poft  in  the  year  of  ^KHe]raif*^.  Aftet 
hitn  came  Mijfeiiania  Ebn  Maihaiied  of  Medina,  wiio  exer- 
iHfed  the  fundion  oflieuienantof  £|;^  till  the  death  of  Wnf- 
wiyah.  Amru  died  on  the  feftival  ot  Al  Fatdr,  and  his  Ton 
^bttallah  praypd  over  him  at  the  place  of  his  interment. 
About  this  tinje,  Moaw'iyeh  pfolcribed  and  exercHed  great 
cruelties  upon  ij)c  t'oUoweri  of  AH,  as  we  leam  from  Mu'l- 

thtVi'bt'  MoAWiYAH  being  informed,  riiat  the  territory  pf  BaJrM 
\iiK»tkii  v/%%  infefted  with  rubbers  to  fuch  a  degree,  diat  the  people 
Zij'ad  £«-  there  cputd  npt  foljow  theii  lawful  occupations ;  and  that  thia 

^  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  et  At.MAKti<,iibifop.  p.  4^.  MS. 
Hunt,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  ubi  fup.  Al  Beidawi,  Jalla- 
i.o'psiH,  RicAnni  confutat.  legii  SaraceMcte,  c.  i;.  Jon.  Ali- 
DREA9,  de  coirfof.  feflse  MohametaiKr,  c.  a.  Pare,  life  of  Ma* 
hom.  p.  jj,  J4.'  A4  Kor.  MsHAM.  f.  iii.  iv,  xvi.  Greo,  Aiu'l' 
Far  a  I,  ubi  fup'  OcxLtv,  ubi  fup.  p,  1  it^— 1 1  a. 
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was  cbieSy  occasioned  by  Mttaliah't  ill-ja^ged  knity,  who  -atrinr  ef 
would  bring  oone  oi  them  to  condign  puniifamcnt  [  fae  lent  BaJVa,  CA- 
jll  HArttbxa  preiide over  the  £(t/r0Mi  in  AbtCalleb'i  room,  and  f>,  Sijif- 
commanded  him  pofitively  to  put  an  and  to  all  diofedirofdcfs.  '^"i  India^ 
But  this  iUritb  not  being  able  to  cffefl,  Ziyeid  wai  "difpatched  Bahrein, 
V>  Bafra,  to  extirpate  the  gang  of  banditti  that  fo  hafaflid  the  ""^  *■"* 
inhd>itant(  of  that  pUce  and  the  neighbouring  diArlA.  When  ""*"• 
Ziyad  firft  came  thither,  be  found  fuch  violeficca,  and  even 
murders,  cominicted  In  the  night-time  there,  that  it  was  not 
iafe  to  walic  in  the  flreets  after  fun-fct.     Having,  therefore* 
convened  the  principal  citizens,  he  cxprelTed  hie  abhorrence 
of  Htvoic  diforders  that  lb  difturbed  the  public  repofe  in  very 
leverc  terms  -,  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  his  firiA  relblution 
to  put  an  end  to  them.    As  he  was  the  beft  orator  of  tho  age,  . 
except  Alt,  and  the  mors  he  fpolce  the  more  he  excelled,  his 
fpeech  made  a  deep  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  all  that 
heard  it  t  tnd,  to  inforce  what  he  there  advanced  with  the 
greater  fpirit,  be  publiQied  an  order,  forbidding  any  pcrfbn  of 
what  quality  foever  to  appear  in  the  ftreets,  or  in  any  public 
Eilacc,  after  the  hour  of  evening-prayer,  upon  pain  of  deadi. 
To  have  thb  order  punctually  executed,  be  appointed  parties 
4f  foldins  to  patrol,  and  commanded  them  to  put  to  the  (Word 
aU  that  they  Ihould  meet  with  out  of  their  houfcs  after  that 
hour.  This  regulation  produced  an  exaecding  good  eifcd.  Fot, 
tbo'tbeiirft  night  aooperfons  were  lulled,  the  fccond  night  only 
£vc  were  JIain,  and  the  third  none  at  all.     In  fine,  by  the  pru- 
dent as  well. as  vigorous,  meafures  taken' on  this  occafion,  the 
pttbhc  tranquillity  was  reftored ;  which  lb  pleafed  MtavAyebt 
that  he  annexed  the  lieutenancy  of  Kherafan,  Siji/iSn,  Jn^ia, 
Bobrnrtf  and  jfrnmAi,  to  Ziya^s  govcrnmenL     The  very 
narne  of  Ziydd  made  all  the  villains  witbin  his  jurifdiSion        ^ 
tremble;  tho'  he  was  by  no  means  of  a  cruel  nr  barbarous 
di<(>o<ition.     However,  as  he  ruled  with  the  (Irideft  jullice, 
and  obliged  all  men  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  his  authority, 
ibe  profligate  part  of  the  Kbali/'s  fubjcCts  in  thofe  parts  Rood 
HI  great  awe  of  him.    He  was  fent  to  Bti/ra,  according  to 
yli  Mekin,  in  the  43d  year  of  the  Htjra  {  which  renders  it  . 
probable  that  he  was  conflituted  governor  of  Kherafan^  Si- 
.jtjlm,  Stjifiiny  or  Sijijian,  India,  Bahrtin,  uidJmmdn,  the 
following  year.     Nor  can  it  well  be  doubted  but  that  peace 
and  harmony  reigned  in  all  thofe  countries  at  teaft  the  re- 
muning  put  of  that  year  «. 

(  ItH.  AsvLFiD.  ubi  fop.  D'Hersel.  Biblbth.orientj  ipqrt. 
Zif4d.  KnoNpEMia,  MS.  Hunt,  ubi  fup.  in  BIbl.  Bodl.  Oxon. 
A«v  Jaaf«>  AlTaiak.  cc  AlMaein,  ubi  fup.  Golii  noi.a^ 
AUragan.  p.  1 10, 1 1 1,  el  alib. 
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Hakem  In  the  45th  year  of  the  Htjta,  Ziydd  (tnt  Haiem  Ehx 
EbnAmcr^^r  with  x  body  of  troops  to  poflefs  himfclf  of  ».  forlrefs 
Aii'/Zeid  fituatcd  on  mount /i^/.  ^nvi'ffft  executed  his  orders  with  fuch 
EbnTha-  fuccels,  that  he  killed  a  gicat  number  of  the  enemy,  fcizcJ 
bet  Ml.  jjig  place,  and  brought  off  with  him  all  the  riches  he  found  in 
it.  Z/yiii/receivingadvice  of  this,difpatched  a  courief  tohimf 
•  to  demand  the  ttmite  and  the  jiUew,  that  is,  the^t;^rand  the 
galdj  which  had  ^llen  into  his  hands,  by  virtue  of  a  letter  he  had 
received  from  the  Kholif;  commanding  him  to  fend  this,  in 
order  to  have  it  depofued  in  the  treafury  fur  public  ufe.  But 
Haiem  refufed  to  comply  with  this  demand  ;  intimating  to 
Ziyad,  at  the  fame  time,  that  an  injundion  of  the  KoraK, 
which  had  {etiled  the  dlAribution  of  the  fpoil  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  rendered  his  compliance  unlawful,  was  fuperior  in  point  of 
authority  to  any  of  the  Kbalifs  letters.  He,  therefore,  toolc 
out  the  Jifth  part  of  the  fpoil,  declared  by  the  Koran  to  belong 
to  God,  ta  ihe  apoJiU,  bis  iiadrtd,  the  erphens,  the  pasr,  and 
the  travel/try  and  divided  the  reft  amongft  the  captors.  After 
which,  as  he  expelled  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  Khalifs  refent- 
ment,  for  adhering  fo  clofcly  to  the  text  of  the  Koran,  he  faid, 
''  OGod!  if  I  be  in  thy  favour,  take  me."  Which  requeft, 
tys  a  Msfltm  writer,  was  granted,  and  he  foon  after  dted< 
This  year  was  likewife  fatal  to  Zcid  Ebn  Tbabet,  one  of  Mo- 
hammed's fccretarics,  when  he  dictated  the  Koran,  who  de- 
parted this  life  in  it.  He  wrote  the  copy  which  was  ufed  by 
the  Kbalifs,  or  Imams,  at  the  command  of  Othman  Ebn  Af- 
faitf  that  remained .  many  ages  after,  and  was  written  |p  an 
exceeding  fair  hand.  Zeid  was  a  man  of  furprizing  parts. 
He  learned  .f/irir/w  fo  well  in  fifteen  days,  as  to  be  able  to 
read  the  books  of  the  Jews  with  great  facility.  Pcrjie  he  ajfo 
learned  of  one  of  £&e/ri<'s  embafladors,  in  eighteen  days ;  m 
likewife  Etbiepic,  Greek,  and  Coptic,  of  one  of  Mchammti's 
flavcs,  in  a  very  Ihoit  time.  He  was  extremely  pleafant  and 
facetious  at  home,  but  very  rcferved  abroad.  We  are  told  by 
an  Arab  author,  that,  at  the  battle  of  the  ditch,  he  was  fifteen 
years  old.  One  of  his  remarkable  fentenccs  was,  He  that 
pays  mt  apreper  regard  to  mea  u/iilnot  reverence  GoD.  In  the 
year  we  are  now  upon,  Merwdn  Ebn  Al  Hakem,  the  governor 
of  Medina,  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  We  mufl  not 
forget  to  obferve,  that,  according  to  Mr.  Odiey's  writers,  Ziydd 
was  appointed  lieutenant  oi  Bafra  by  Modwiyah,  in  the  45ih 
year  of  the  Hejra ;  rtor  that  this  i$  confirmed  by  the  concur- 
rent tcfUmony  of  jiba  Jaafar  Al  Tabari ". 

'  MS.  Hunt,  abi  fap.  Al  Eor.  Moham.  f.  viii.  Sale's  pre- 
lim.  difc.  p.  144,  14;,  OcKLEY.  uLi  fup.  p.  116.  Abu  Jaafak 
Al.  TAfiAR.  et  Al  Makik,  ubi  fup. 
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Thb  following  year,  Meawiyeb  bribed  a  CbrSflian  flavetan«  ri- 
poifon  Abtt^ehman^  the  Ton  of  the  famous  KMlti  Ebn  Al«">riahU 
ffalid,  who  was  become  extremely  popular  amongfl  the  foI-'vM// 
diere,  both'OD  his  father's  account  and  his  own,  beings  him-'™  ^^ 
felf  &  peifon  of  diftinguilhed  merit;  which  not  a  Ijnlc  ex'f'"'''" 
cited  the  jeiloufy  of  the  KbaSf.  Mdalrabmaa  had  juft  be-  "'  4y 
(ore  made  an  incuriion  into  the  imperial  territories,  wlic'^i'^l'^f  ■» 
notwitblhuiding  die  Gntk  garifons  left  to  defend  them,  be  ^    ' 

committed  dreadful  depredations ;  laying  wade  almoft  whole 
provinces,  without  oppofition.  The  flave  was  prevailed  up- 
on to  perpetrate  this  villainy,  by  a  promife  Moaw'iyah  made 
him,  ooc  only  to  remit  his  tribute,  but  likewifc  to  confer  up- 
on him  the  government  of  Hemt.  However,  he  did  notlong 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  wickedncls,  having  been  Toon  cut  off 
by  AbialrabmarCs  fon,  Khaltd;  who  was  imprifoned  for  this 
by  the  KfmUf,  but  afterwards  releafed  on  paying  the  money 
for  expiation  demanded  in  all  fuch  cafes.  This  year  was  alfii  . 
remarkable  for  the  execution  of  Hejir,  a  perfon  of  lingular 
piety  and  auflerity  of  life,  but  a  great  friend  to  ///(>  and  con- 
lequently  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Ommijah.  He 
was  not  afraid  feveral  times  to  afFront  Ziyad,  nor  even  to  curie 
him  to  hU  face ;  which  induced  that  governor,  who  refided  fix 
months  of  the  year  at  Cufa^  where  Hejer  had  his  habitation^ 
and  the  other  lix  at  Bafra^  to  prefs  the  Kboltf  to  put  bim  to 
death,  Ieft«  during  the  time  of  his  abfcncc,  he  fhould  raife  at 
Cufa  fbme  conunocions.  A^oowlyab,  therefore,  clpccially  as 
he  had  not  (crupled  lilcewife  to  fpeak  reproachfully  of  him,  ient 
an  order  for  his  execution ;  which  was  perftirmed  at  GaJra&f 
or  Gadarah,  a  village  near  Damafiuf,  where  Ilejer  behaved^ 
with  furprizing  intrepidity  and  rcfolution.  After  bis  head  was 
ftnick  on',  his  body  was  waOied,  and  buried  in  Che  chains 
tfiat  had  been  faftcned  upon  it  before  his  death,  in  purfuance 
of  the  dircSions  he  had  given.  Several  of  his  accomplices 
alio  fuficred  with  him.  Thcfe  execotions  not  a  little  dif- 
pleaied  Jjifi)a^  who  had  interceded  fur  Htjir  and  his  compa- 
nions in  vain,  and  who  did  not  fail  to  upbraid  Miatutyab  with 
the  cruelty  he  difcovered  on  this  occafton,  the  next  time  ihe 
faw  him  at  MeiBm.  In  the  mean  time,  according  to  Mu'l' 
faraj,  one  Sapor,  who  had  feized  Jriruma,  fent  an  emballador 
to' Jmawifab,  namtd  Serji,  oi  Sergius,  todefire  his  affiftance 
againft  the  Greeks.  Another  embafiador  lilcewife  came  at 
the  lame  time  from  the  Greek  emperor,  called  Andrtviy  who 
was  a  eunuch,  and  one  of  that  prince's  particular  favourites, 
in  order  to  hinder  Msatuiyab  from  fending  any  fuccours  to 
the  rebel  Sapor.  Meiviiyab  did  not  feem  firongly  difpofed  to 
Men  to  either  of  thbm  i  hut  only  in  general  toM  them,  that, 
ai  both  their  makers  were  enemies  to  nim,  he  would  grant  his 
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MdteAlOn  to  that  prince  vrha  would  pay  hiin  the  lAdft  for  it. 
tjpon  which,  jtidniv  retired,  and  had  the  next  day  aAothtf 
iudienCe  of  the  KbaHft  whom  be  fouiut  in  cotifCrcAce  with 
Strgiui,  bb  antagonifl.  As  the  latter  did  not  rife  frcnn  his 
feat,  when  jMrtui  made  his  appearance,  the  Gnti  emb«f- 
bdor  took  great  offence  at  his  conduct,  >i^d  gave  him  fetBtf 
Ttry  opprfaonons  language  for  it  {  which  the  ocb«r  returned, 
by  repnMching  him  with  the  lofi  of  his  virility.  This  lb  in-  ' 
cenfed  j^tA-iw,  that  he  threatened  him  with  the  iftSidjoo  of 
i  ceruln  punifbmerit  that  fiiould  occafioti  *  finrilar  defeA  ht 
him.    After  which,  begging  the  Xitf/V"  again  not  to  afifk&-. 

r,  that  prince  anfwered  him  in  the  following  termi :  *'  C^ve 
fls  the  whole  revenue  of  your  dominions,  and  we  wHl  permtt 
*•  yttu  to  be  called  the  loifls  of  them  j  which  if  you  refuTcj 
**  we  TtiU  drive  you  out  of  them."  «*  Th^n,"  retried  ifn- 
Irno,  **  yoa  look  upon  the  Jfrahi  ai  the  fuMtance,  arid  the 
•»  <3mh  as  the  ihadow  only  j  we  muft,  thertfore,  hinplope 
**  tht  alSftanceof  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth."  Then, 
ftfter  hilfing  obtained  an  audience  of  leave,  he  returned  home, 
by  the  WVV  of  Malatia,  the  MtSttne  of  Ptolemy.,  which  fome 
viKt  in  Cappadacia^  and  others  in  Armenia ;  acquainting  die 
uhperial  govtrnora,  cr  prefeds,  polled  on  the  fhmtieis,  with 
At  ^l&ont  hi  had  received  from  Strput^  whom  he  b^^ed 
theW  to  intercept  in  his  pafliige  through  the  eniperor's  tetri- 
torin.  This  thev  did,  carried  him  to  Malatia^  derated 
him  there,  and  tncn  difmiflcd  him  with  his  teftides  hung 
about  his  nrCfc.  Moihviyah  Ebn  Amer  and  Bajbnr  EbnAttM 
{M^y  extended  the  MpfetH  conquefh  in  Africa  thb  prefent 
year,  penetrttmg  to  the  very  heart  of  Afrila  Prapria,  or  the 
tttfltory  of  Carthage,  and  the  fpot  on  which  the  my  of  JTafr- 
ttiAr  ftood.  The  &>ne9  commanded  by  thofe  generals  ifl  tbia 
^kpedition,  confiftingof  about  10,000  men,  reduced  Karott, 
,  dr  Karantr,  Cafsa,  and  feveral  other  towns.  When  they 
iime  to  the  ipot  above-mentioned,  they  found  that  a  tofiit 
had  be^n  erBtted  there  by  Afeiiviyah  Ebn  Khtdhaj,  iriiich, 
accotdihg  to  Abu  Jeafar  Al  Taiari  and  Al  Makin^  by  no 
ih«ans  plcafed  them.  We  are  told  by  a  very  learned  audtoti 
that  the  city  of  KairwSn  was  either  built,  repaired,  of  en- 
larged, by  Oibe  Ebn  Naft\  who  formed  a  fetdcment  vpon 
this  fpot  immediately  after  Amru  Eb»  Al  At  had  conquered 
Barka.  The  tame  audior  alfo  relates,  that  die  KhaHf  Moi- 
irijify  ordered  a  proper  garifbn  to  be  left  at  KahwAit  whitJi 
Aood  about  33  parafangs  of  Carlbagey  and  12  of  the  fea,  id 
Mrder  to  fecure  the  cotmtry  from  the  infuhs  of  the  Smtni 
«hd  Sieilian. Beets,  to  keep  oie  perfidious  Africans  hi  awe,  and 
tn  have  a  place  of  fiifety  in  which  he  might  depofiie  die  pro* 
dlgious  treaTurei  be  had  amafied.    Some  of  the  writers  fd- 
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lowed  \jf  Gtiiut  affirm,  tbat  the  M^ms  carried  their  tTQis  is 
for  as  the  borders  of  Nipitia  this  campaign:  which  tnay  not 
be  very  Tcmote  from  truth;  but  that  the  conquers  here  men? 
ttoncd  were  nude  in  the  40th  year  of  the  Hy'r^y  as  Golini 
Icenofs  to  believe,  or  rather  pofitively  aflerts,  we  muft  not  ad- 
mit;  fincecenain  Arab  hiflorians  of  good  repute,  yiho  placf 
dus  expedidOD  in  the  46ch  year  of  that  arta,  will  not  permit 
*    us  to  give  OUT  aflent  to  fuch  an  opinion  *. 

Ths  next  year,  being  the  47th  year  of  the  Htjra,  we  tfttti^ 
meet  with  (carcc  any  thing  recnaric able  peiforitied  by  AitKbe-^nryrt- 
UfHiexuijah;  except  we  will  allow,  that  he  (irft  harangued  nor/a^V 
oe  people  this  year  from  the  pulpit  in  a  fitting  pofturc,  to  bapftni  in 
whicn  he  was  obliged  by  the  prominence  of  his  belly,  and  the  if'ty""'  of 
great  quantity  of  ut  be  carried  about  with  him ;  and  that  he  '^'  Hejra 
Mgan  thii  year  to  preach  before  he  faid  prayers,  fearing  that  ^^* 
the  people  would  otherwise  retire  out  of  the  molque  before  he 
had  delivered  sll  that  he  bad  to  fay  to  them.     As  the  intro- 
dui3ion  of  tbcfe  two  cuSoms  may  be  confidered  as  a  varia- 
tion from  the  pra<3Ice  of  all  hispredeccflbrs,ithasbecnlooked 
iq»on  m  a  remarkable  «vcnt,  and  Icems  to  have  been  placed 
in  the  471^1  year  of  \htHtjra  \>y  Abu'l-Faraj.     About  thi#  I 

time  Blfo  Bujhar,  one  of  Madwijai/'s  commanden,  as  we 
learn  fiR»n  Tiu^iantj,  made  fcveial  dreadful  JRcurfions  into 
the  Cbrijliait  territories,  plundering  and  laying  wafle  all  the 
country  through  which  he  moved  '. 

About  the  latixr  end  of  the  following  year,  Aioouiiygh  Tht  At^ 
fent  bis  fbn  T*vd  with  a  powerful  army  to  belicge  Conflan-  btfitgt 
tiatfk.     The  Arvb  authors  have  tranfmitted  down  to  us  np  Conlhn- 
acQOunt  of  the  particulars  of  tbat  liege ;  but  only  mention  tinopUf* 
three  or  four  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Companions,  *"*> 
wbofeoeaJ,  notwithftanding  their  great  age,  prompted  them 
to  aBend  the  aicm)'  on  this  occaGon,  and  to  fullain  incredibly 
/atiguet.     The  MaJUm  forces   fuffered  extremely  in  their 
nuchi  but  t^y  were  aniniated  to  furmount  all  difficulties, 
by  a  famous  tradition  ;  according  to  which,  the  prophet,  in 
bis  hfe-tisie, declari:d,  that  *'  tbelinsof  the  lirftarmy  whica 
f  fltould  Uke  the  city  of  Orfar  were  foi^ivcn."     Accord- 
u^tolit^hanei,  this  army,  when  on  its  march,  was  joined 
-bys  body  of  ^d^tf oops,  under  the  command  of  one  Xitjv^ 
pr  Ftuilt  an  Arab  general,  fent  by  Mo&uiyah  to  the  afliftance 
of  SapWy  who  eainc  to  .^n  ^timely  death.     A^er  which 

■  MS.  Hum.  Viw-  AbulTed.  ubifup.  Ebh  Al  Athir,  GkiO. 
ABu'L-fAHAj.ubifop.p.  1J5,  194..  Abo  .Uafah  Al  Tabar.oc 
ALMAEiN,.ab«  fup.  Gotli  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p  161 — 164, 
364— 969.  et  all b.  IVHetBJ^  ftiblioth.  orienc.  in  irt.  Ait^viaif 
p.  ^87.  Thiopsaii.  ehronsyn^.  p  tft^.  ^  Gittc.  Abu'l' 

FaaA),  abifop.p.  194.  Theophas.  abifnp.  p.  »89,  390. 
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event,  FadJ  had  been  reduced  to  great  ftraits,  out  of  which 
he  was  happily  delivered  by  the  forces  under  the  conduft  of 
ffzid.  After  this  junt^ion,  Tezid  marched  to  ChaUedm,  where 
foifome  time  he  remained,  and  confequendy  kept  Can^dnf/s^^f 
in  a  manner  blocked  up  j  tho'  it  does  not  appear  from  Tbe»' 
phanes,  notwlth (Ian ding  what  has  been  advanced  to  the  con- 
trary by  the  MoJUm  hiftorians,  that  he  ever  formed  the  fi^ 
of  that  city.  After  a  fhort  (lay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chal- 
ceden,  the  Moflem  army  decamped,  and  took  its  rout  through 
Phrygia,  on  its  return  home,  with  a  confiderabJe  number  of 
^  prifoners.     In  their  palTage,  the  Jrabi  poflefTed  thcmfdves 

of  Amerium,  a  city  of  phrygja,  in  which' they  left  a  garilbn 
of  5000  men.     In  this  expedition,  the  famous  ^bu  Ayuh, 
who  had  been  with  Mohammed  at  the  battles  of  Bedr  in^ 
Ohod,  lofl  his  life.     His  tomb  is  held  in   fuch  veneration 
amongd  the  Mojlemty  that  the  Seltans  of  the  Othman  family 
gird  their  fwords  on  at  it,  upon  their  accefiion  to  the  throne. 
A  detachment  of  the  imperial  forces  retook  Atnorium  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  when  all  the  neighbouring  tra£t  was  covered 
with  fnow,  by  furpri^e,  and  put  all  the  jfrah  garifoA  thc^ 
found  therein  to  the  fword  *. 
^btdtaih       The  4gth  year  of  the  Hejra  producei]  no  remarkable 
^Halan.   event,  an  account  of  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us  In 
the  Mopm  hlliorians,  except  the  death  ai  Hafan,  the  Ian 
Khalif,  who  was  poifoncd  in  the  manner  already  related.' 
Afoowijah  is  faid  to  have  infulted  his  alhes  in  an   indecent 
manner  i  which  occafioned  fome  veifes  to  be  written  upon 
him  by  one,  who  feems  not  to  have  been  a  friend  of  the 
houfe  of  Ommiyah.    Thefe  verfes,   or  rather  fome  few  of 
them,  have  been  prcferved  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  ^abari  ^, 
Ye£iiJi-      The  n^x.iye3.r  AlMogharehA'i^A  of  theplague,whichmadc 
tlartd        great  havock.  there,  at  Cufa.    He  was  the  governor  of  that 
Moawi-     city  at  the  time  of  his  death,  2  very  active  man,  of  quick 
yahVyie-  ^parts,  and  had  loft  one  of  his  eyes  at  tUc  battle  of  Ttrmeuk; 
ttffor.        tho' ibme  pretend,  that  this  lo(s -was  occafioned  by  viewing 
an  edipfe.     According  to  Ahulfida^  the  new  city  of  Kair- 
ivaa,  was  pretty  near  finifhed  this  year,  though  the  laft  hand 
was  not  put  to  it  tilt  the  55di  year  of  the  Hejra.     Some 
authors  affirm,  that  the  Arabs  confidered  it  as  the  capital  of 
Afriia  Prepria,  or  the  territory  of  Carthage ;    and  that  it 
ftood  upon  the  fpot  which  had  been  formerly  occupied  by 

t  Ebn  Al  Athir,  MS.  Hunt.  D'Hbilbei..  BiUioth.  orieDt.  in 
,»it.  Maaviab,  p.  587.  TnBoFHAK.  ubi  fop.  p-  391,292.  Geokc. 
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tfae  antient  Ofrtru.  We  have  a  confuied  and  indiAind  ac- 
count of  this  city  given  us  by  Mr.  Ocileyf  that  does  not  /uf- 
ficicntly  coircfpoiKl  with  what  has  been  related  of  it  by  the 
authors  to  whom  he  rerers  his  rcaiicra.  Kairwan  afterwards 
became  very  eminent,  not  only  for  its  lately  buildings^and 
inracnfe  wealth,  but  lilccwife  for  the  lludy  of  the  fciences 
and  polite  literature,  which  flouriOicd  there.  This  year  a!fo 
MtawijfA  prevailed  upon  many  of  the  Mojltms  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  his  fon  Texid,  as  his  partner,  or  coliegue, 
in  the  Kbahfet ;  hut  neither  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  Abu  BtcTy  Ho- 
Jan  Ebn  Ali,  AhdaUah  Ehn  Omar  Ebn  Al  Khattab,  nor  Ab- 
£^b  Ebn  Zibtir  Ebn  Al  Aivam,  would  concur  with  the  other 
principal  Arabs  in  (his  particular.  About  this  time  died  Ra- . 
Hja,  one  of  the  carlieft  converts  to  IJIamifm,  who,  according 
to  Mthemmtd,  rcfembled  more  than  any  of  his  countrymen 
the  angel  Gabriel:. 

The  following  year,  being  the  51ft  year  of  xht  Hejra,  Moawi- 
Saad  Ebn  Ztnd,  uie  la^  of  thofe  who  had  a  pofitivc  promife  yah  dant 
of  paradife  fi^m  Mobammtd,  departed  this  life.     About  the  mt  reme^, 
fame  time,  Maiwiyabt  who  then  rcGded  at  Damafcus,  oot^^o^^'"- 
thinking  it  proper,  that  the  pulpit  and  walking-flidcof  thei'^*'l'^/V" - 
prophet  (bould  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  murderers  of  0th-  P''-  .. 

man,  gave  orders  to  have  them  both  carried  from  Mtdino.       •     •  .    t 
But  the  moment  fomc  of  the  Arabs,  in  obedience  to  the  -.j 

Khatif%  commands,  were  upon  the  point  of  removing  them,  .  -  .  ■.■. 

xo  their  great  afloniOiment  and  furprize,  there  happened  fuch 
40  eclip^  of  the  fun,  that  the  liars  themfelves  very  clearly, 
appeared.  This  threw  them  into  the  utmoft  confternation^ 
as  it  feemed  to  them  a  manifeit  indication  of  the  divine  dif- 
pleafure,  for  their  prefuming  to  lay  hands  upon  the  apofUc's 
pulpit,  in  order  to  remove  it  from  the  place  where  he  himlelf 
had  ordered  it  to.  be  fixed.     Being,   therefore,   extremely,  "   " 

frighten'd  at  fo  unufual,  and,  as  they  apprehended,  fo  fuper- 
natural,  an  event,  they  immediately  defined  from  carrying  the 
KbaliJ^t  defign  into  execution.     Nay,  it  made  fo  derp  an  im- 

'  preilion  upon  their  minds,  that  it  was  not  forgotten  (bme 
yean  afterwards,  when  the  Khahf  AbdalmaUc  had  the  fame 
defign  in  view.  One  of  the  citizens  of  Medina,  in  order  to 
divert  bim  from  it,  then  rcprcfented  to  him,  that  a  prodigy 
bad  happened  on  a  iunilar  occalton  in  the  reign  of  AJoawiyeb ; 
and  that  a  tradition,  derived  from  Mthammed  himfelf,  pro- 
nounced fuch  an  attempt  highly  criminal :  upofi  which,  that 
prince  laid  aCde  all  thoughts-of  executing  any  part  of.  the 

'  MS.  Hunt.  Iiu..  Aaui-rsD.  in  hilt.  aoiv.  Golii  nof.  ad  AI- 
fragan.  p.  i6x,  163, 164..  Eax  Al  ht»i%th»v  ]K\rnt.A,i.TA~ 
f^k.ct  At  MAVHi.nbt  fup.  p.  49. 
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(ijitine  be  had  formed.    After  him,  //  TfatiAy  in  hi*  pilgti* 
inage,  meditated  the  reoiovil  of  the  prophet^i  pulpit  fron 
Medinoi  but  the'pcopfc  of  that  city  difcovering  a  great  re- 
loAancc  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  meflcnger  he  fent  fot 
it  J  telling  him,  that "  his  mailer,  by  removing  it,  woutd  ex- 
•*  pofe  himfeir  to  the  divine  difpleajure  ;"  he  permitted  it  ta 
remain  in  its  former  fituatiun.     Amru  Ehn  jfhtalazix  after- 
wards propofed  the  attempt  Mtawitah,  Ah(talmaiei,  and  At 
JValid,  intended  to  have  made,  to  Saliman  Bbn  Akdalmaleet 
i^ben  he  came  in  pilgrimage,  that  way ;  but  neither  would  be 
give  his  conrent  that  the  pulpit  (hould  be  talcen  from  the  fpot 
on  which  it  had  been  firft  erefled-  Moiwijah'i  intention  in  tibo 
point  above-mentioned,  or  ra^er  his  difcovery  of  that  inten- 
tion, has  been  placed  by  Ekn  M  Atbir  fome-where  near  Aft 
51ft,  or  the  52d,  year  of  the  Htjro  \  but  as  a  remarlcsble 
Iblar  eclipfe  is  faid  to  have  happened  in  the  j4.th  year  of  tht* 
sera,  it  may  perhaps,  with  greater  propriety,  be  ranked  »• 
mongft  the  principal  events  of  that  year  " . 
it^n  tit       Tmo'  the  authors  followed  by  Mr.  Ocklej  place  Tna^t  «- 
4JtfeJitu»  pedttion  to  Cenfiantwephy  or  ratner  ChaUedim,  in  the  48th  jear 
f  Con-     of  the  H^ra,  as  has  been  already  obfcrvcd ;  yet  it  wai  not  in 
**nt>-        reality  undertaken  till  four  years  after,  if  we  will  believe  Aha 
^ple  vjas  Jaafar  Al  Tabari.    According  to  that  hiftotiin,  Atu  Ajuh^ 
"T'^        who  either  was  killed,  or  died  a  natural  death,  whtlft  the 
**•        ^^nn  army  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  C«n^it»//so^it, 
Was  buried  at  the  foot  of  the  wul  of  that  city.     He  had  dit 
tinguifhed  himfelf  in  Atahamtrud'a  life-time  againft  thofV  who 
eijaeavourcd  to  obflruft  the  progrefs  of  f/lamifm,  and  was  cue 
of  the  moft  celebrated  of  the  Companions  '. 
2aya4  In  the  53d  year  of  the  Hejra,  the  fambns  Zj>flrf,  who 

4Si«,  makes  fo  confiderable  a  figure  in  the  Arab  hiftotjr,  departed 

this  life ;  being  at  his  death  about  fifty-three  yein  of  agt. 
He  died  of  the  plague  on  the  third  day  of  the  month  of  Ka^ 
madm.  A  little  before  be  was  feized  by  'the  fatal  dillemper 
fliat  put  a  period  to  his  days,  he  informed  the  KbaBf,  that  he 
had  intirely  reduced  Ir&k  to  a  ilate  of  fubjefijon  to  him,  and 
begged  that  he  might  have  the  lieutenalicj  of  At-trhra  PetrMi 
Conferred  upon  him  ;  which  was  immediately  granted.  The 
Arabs  of  that  country,  being  apprized  of  this,  were  Uruck 
With  great  terror  and  conficrnation,  as  knowing  with  what  ri- 

S'our  and  foverity  he  had  governed  the  people  of /r*.  Upon 
le  fii^  news  ol^  it,  £tit  Amer,  altenoed  by  a  vaft  flumbcrof 
die  people*  went  to  the  temple  of  ^ATtf,  and,  with  great  fer- 

^  Iiu.  Abslfid.  iibifap.  Bbn  ALAtBiK,  Abv  Jaafak  Al, 
Tftfeiu     OcKLKfi  iiift.  of  tbe  Sancent,  vol.  it.  p.  130^131. 
I  )  AavjAAriaAvTAiAR.et  At.M*xiN,abii^p  ^.48. 


veoey  tid  4vvot)on)  b^od,  that  Goo  would  never  pcnqit 
hivk  to comv aouHigfl them.  In  the  mqan  time,  ZiyMbeiag 
lUz«d  ^tb  tba  pliij|;uc,  felt  fuch  an  intolcTAble  pzin  in  cue  (^  - 
lu»  haiMUi  th»t  h«  coqfujted  a  f ddV,  as  a  fpiiitual  jireflcf, 
<whftW  be  might  not  cut  it  off,  without  being  guilty  of  anjr 
crinei  bvtnceivvd  foranfwerfromhim,  thatludi  anaSion 
^ms  abfalMtcly  unlawful.  However,  notwithQanding  thii  dfv- 
cifion,  Ch«  fva  uocFcafing  to  fuch  a  deme  u  rendered  it  ip,- 
fnfptiuibkt  became  toarefolution  to fubmit  to  amputation; 
«ho',  »t  thf  fig^t  of  the  £re  and  the  cauterizing  iioi)s,  th^t 
«rpf«  to  be  madp  ule  of  in  the  operation,  hia  heart  Imimdj- 
.«tely  failed  bun.  We  are  told  by  a  MajUm  aiithor  of  gocyl 
saputi^  that,  at  this  time,  "ZajM  had  an  hundred  aflil  fi% 
^yfic^uw  abput  him ;  three  of  whom  had  formedr  bdoi^Hl 
to  £i»fr4,  the  Ion  of  Hnvai^f  king  of  P/r^ ;  bitf  ^a  tlte 
ttBie  ^  bis  ilcatli  was  cpmiog  on>  or,  to  make  ufc  9f  ovr 
audiot't  word),  «£/  d!efrcr  iMsjiaUdt  aid  the  thing  dtttrimnfift 
^»y  fbnnd  it  jyaipoffiblc  to  fave  bim>  He  waa  buried  oc^c 
Qifat  )rj  wHtch  {^4ce  be  pafled  in  his  journey  to  Arahiay  wh|- 
tbor  be  ww  g!HiV>  in  Pi^r  tp  take  pofleffion  of  his  new  ep- 
wcmmeot  dim-  When  AhiaSab  ^H  Aaur  hurd  oflija 
d«ub,  be  in  tepoiyd  to  have  faid,  **  Qo  thv  way,  thoy  ion 
**  of  StmftA  J  this  world  did  not  Jiay  with  thee,  neither  haft 
*^  tbou  attaint  to  the  other."  In  order  to  underiUnd  whftji 
feoCCDce  flOOK  pededly,  it  will  be  profter  to  oblervca  tkac 
StuTfab  WHS  the  name  of  the  Gruk  llave'i  wife,  on  wb^iTe 
body  Abu  S^t  vti  luppofed  to  bav?  bu;ottcnZijiij^j  and 
that  AkJ'aiiah  Bin  Amtr  was  the  pet^Mi  Zijad  fiicc«u]ed  \a. 
tbe  govcEivnefit  of  Bafra  ta, 

Upom  Zifo^a  fiWl  arrival  at  C^,  the  lieutenancy  of  which  J'*m/w- 
|tboe  was  annexed  in  his  favour  to  that  of  Ba/ra,  as  has  been»a«/  ^ 
already  oMtrved,  be  told  the  Cufans,  that  at  &i&  he  propofad^M. 
to  have  brought  with  him  a  body  of  2000  men,  as  his  guards ; 
but  that  afterwards  confidering  that  they  were  boncll  men,  lie 
had  taken  care  tmly  to  be  attended  by  bis  own  family.     Thja 
dd  not  biader  them  from  throwing  duft,  or  rathfr  gravel,  at 
him.     Upon  which,  he  ordered  his  donKftici  to  fecure  d}e 
4oon  of  the  moTque  where  the  p^ple  qf  the  city  were  pQeipf 
bled,  aad  commanded  every  man  there  to  letze  his  neig^ibow. 
,   Tlien  he  had  the  peifons  (eized  brought  before  him,  and  «s 
■Moy  of  them  as  would  pui^ e  tbcmfeTves  by  oath  of  the  late 
tiifilk  diat  bad  been  ofiered  him,  be  immediately  dtfmifled  ; 
but  ordcfcd  the  hands  of  all  the  others,  who  amounted  to 
about  c^bty,  to  be  cut  off  vpon  the  fpot.    Soon  after  which, 

■  MS.Hiut.iDKbl.Ba41-0«>a  91101.49;.  EsHALArafa, 
Aav  Jaapaa  Ai.  Taiai.  et  Al  Mas:iii,  ubi  fyf.  p.  46, 
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lie  \SveA  an  ord^,  injoin'mg  all  the  citizens  (tf  CUfi  to  leave 
their  doors  open  all  night  j  engaging  bimfelf  to  indemnify 
every  particular  perfon  for  any  lofs  he  Should  fiillain  by  com- 
plying with  it.  No  theft,  or  robbery,  was  committed  after 
the  introdudibn  of  this  cultom  |  but  fome  cattle  one  night 
biding  their  way  into  a  {bop,  did  confideraUe  damage 
■  there.  Of  which  when  Ztj/^d  was  informed,  he  permitted 
every  one  of  the  inhabitants  to  leave  a  hurdle>  or  rake,  at  his 
door;  which  prafticc  prevailed  ever  after  at  Bafra,  and 
many  other  towns  of  Irak.  As  no  one  durft  appear  out  of  his 
houie  after  the  hour  of  evening- prayer,  'tis  no  wonder  the 
Cufam  Ihauld  have  been  fq  fecure  in  the  pofleffion  of  Hieir 
propiertics  and  effefts ;  nor  can  it  be  any  matter  of  furprize, 
that  the  order  injoining  this  {hould  have  been  fo  punduaUy 
ebferved,  when  it  ts  known,  that  the  leaA  contravention  oif 
that  order  was  puniflied  with  immediate  death.     Of  this  the 

'  fijllowing  inftance  may  ferve  as  an  evident  proof:  A  fliepherd 
coming  one  night  through  the  town  with  his  flock,  was  feized 
by  one  of  ZijaiTs  patrols,  and  inftantly  brought  before  him. 
Xhe  poor  man,  in  defence  of  himfcif,  when  he  was  acctded 
of  having  contemned  the  governor's  late  edi&,  faid,  that  be 
was  intirely  ignorant  of  it.  Ziyqd  replied,  '^  I  am  willing  to 
**  believe,  that  what  thou  telleft  me  is  true ;  but  as  the  fafety 
*'  of  all  the  Cifans  depends  upon  thy  death,  it  is  necefikry 
"  that  dioufhouldft  die."  This  fentence  was  no  fooner  pro- 
Wninced  than  his  head  was  flruck  off,  to  the  inexprcffible  ter- 
ror of  all  thofe  who  were  prcfent  at  the  execution.  But  tbo' 
Ziydd's  wholfomc  fcveritics  fell  heavy  upon  certain  indivi- 
duals, and  in  fome  other  countries  might  feem  to  have  Ct- 
voured  of  cruelty,  yet  they  kept  the  inhabitants  of  Irdiy  a 
very  faithle&  and  treacherous  people,  in  awe  of  him  ;  inlb- 
much  that,  according  to  Abu  Joafar  Al  Tabarit  the  citizens  of 

-  Bafra,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Lufa,  never  feared  any  one  more 
than  Ziydd,  tho'  they  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  repole  under 
his  juft  and  impartial  adminiflration  ■■. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  advanced  to  the' contrary  by 
the  laft-mentioned  author,  the  blowing  remarkable  Hon  ol 
him  is  an  evident  proof  that  he  had  fomething  cruel  and  fs-> 
vage  in  his  difpolition.  One  Aia'l  M»ghtirah  having  been  once 
brought  before  him,  by  his  command,  as  the  moft  religious 
man  in  Cufa,  he  offered  to  give  him  as  much  money  as  be 

-ihould  defue,  if  he  would  confine  himfelf  to  his  apartment, 
and  not  go  to  the  niofqije  to  perform  his  devotions.  Abi^l 
Moghcirah  replied,  that  he  would  not  omit  faying  tiis  prayen 

<  "  lidemibid.  D*HEBSEi..-Biblioth.  orient,  inart.  ZiW,  p.  93}. 
Khdmdeuik,  &:c.  '.       '^ 
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:paUtcU]ron  die  (vi^tgatim-^lay,  or  fH Jay,  for-the  empire 
of  the  world.  "  Then,"  laid  Ziy^,  "  go  to  the  congwga- 
"  tion,  but  do  not  talk  in  the  mdfijuewhen  you  are  there." 
**   1  ■nuft,"anrwe!red  the  rdigious,'*  encourage  that  which  IB  ^ 

-**  good,  and  reprove  that  which  is  bafl."  For  which  anfwer^ 
tbo*  it  be  a  precept  pretty  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Ktt^, 
Zrjm/ commandeid  him  to  be  immediately  beheaded.  Nay, 
as  a  ikrther  iaftance  of  foirething  that  at  Icafl  refembled 
-dudty  in  him,  it  may  be  oblerved,  that  he  alTembled  the 
people  a  little  befbrt  his  death,  in  order  to  impofeupoii 
ditRi  a  fort  of  abjuration,  or  reniAiciation  by  oath  of  every 
kind  of  connexion  with  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Hofium 
Arcatcning  with  death  all  who  would  not  fubmit  to  fuch  a 
rennAciation.  But  at  the  appointed  time,  when  this  affanr 
ibcK^  have  been  brought  to  a  condufion,  the  people  being 
allembled  for  that  purpofe,  he  was  feized  with  the"  plague^ 
and  never  afterwards  made  his  appearance  amongfl  them  { 
wbkhthey  ail,  and  efpecially  thofc  who  retained  any  veneris 
boit  fer  the  memory  of  Ali,  confidered  as  a  very  providential 
deliverance.  To  what  has  been  faid  of  this  famous  Mopm^ 
wc  may  add,  itnui  Kbakdemir,  the  P/r^7M  hilloriRn,  that  the 
laft  letter  he  wrote  to  MtAwiyah  was  couched  in  the  following 
tetms  :  "  My  left-hand  is  here  ciAitloycd  in  governing  the 
.  ■*  people  of /r«l ;  but  my  right-hand  i»  idle;  ^at  Arabia  \ny 
-** ,  to  it,  to-be  governed,  and  it  will  give  you  a  good  account 
"^  of  it."  Which  requeft  being  greneed,  and  the' inhabib- 
ants  of  Afidina  thereby  greatly  alarmed,  jtbtt^lah  Ebn  Zf- 
htir,  one  of  therb,  in  his  public  piuyers,  ofiered  up  to  Ooi» 
'tfais|>ctition  :  **  O  God  !  fatisfy  this  righ^  hand,  which  it 
**  idle  and  fuperfluoua  to  Ziydd."  Which  words,  as  ha&  bcea 
jnftly  remarked  by  M'-  Ocklty,  contain  a  very  beautiful  al!u- 
lion  to  the  name  of  ZiySd;  fignifyhig,  in  Arabic^  abundant, 
ot fitptrjimut ;  and  ate  perfcnly  confonant  to  the  fpirit  and 
genius  of  thit  exprel^ve  and  harmonious  language.  Sooo 
after  this  prayer,  according  to  an  ^ra^  author,  a  pcfiilential 
ulcer  fetzed  one  of  the  fingers  of  his  right-hand,  of  which  he 
\s<f  ill  a  few  days,  and  then  expired  in  exquiilte  torture. 
Some  of  his  derceridents  formed  a  dyn^lly  in  Yaman,  where 
they  reigned  under  the  name  of  the  £it»u  Ziyad.  The  KhA' 
r^USy  as  welt  as  the  partifans  of  Alt,  made  feme  attempts  to 
dilturh  his  adminiftration  j  but,  by  his  fevere  and  rigorous 
conduA,  he  proved  Aipetior  to  them,  and  in  a  fhoit  time 
cxtinguilhed  ail  their  commotions.  -  In  fine,  by  the  fwoiid 
which  he  drew,  to  malce  ufe  of  Abu  'Jaafat'i  exprefiion,  he 
fmootbed  the  Kbalif's  govcrriineiit  in  Irdt,  and  fo  e:feduatly 
Jilcnccd  all  murmurings  and  complatms'therc,  that  not  onetu 
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4lie  hMans^  how  (lowful  fiiew  be  jsi^  be,  d«Bft  apaa 
hta  mouth  againft  him  *. 
faninhV  But  ZijWs  adnuiufltation,  rigeroiu  uui  tevere  as  it  wa«, 
trntbj,  nuA  have  been  deeiued  gentle  aiu  nild  i«  Kfpcd  ctf  that  of 
SMimrahy  his  lieutenant  at  Bafra,  who  was  abhoixed  by  aU 
jnen  for  his  cruelty.  Dur'ugZtyoi'a  fix  months  aUeoce  ftom 
Bafra,  he  refidii^  one  half  of  the  year  at  d^a^  Stmrtib  had 

Sut  to  death  no  it(a  than  Sooo  penons  there ;  which  greathr 
locked  Ziyad;  who  aijted  hiin*  wfaetbcc  he  wm  not  afrai^ 
kfti  in  fiidi  z  Bumbttr,  he  ini|^  lure  murdered  one  inno- 
cent Mtjlemt  SamrA  rcolie^,  that,  if  he  had  deflr<^>«il 
<leuble  that  number  of  Eajramty  it  would  not  have  given  hia 
Che  leaft  uoeafioefs  orconccm.  According  to  4hu  &wisr,  be 
]cilled  fortj-ieven  M»fltmi  one  morning;  evciy  one  o£  whi^ 
bad  got  the  F^ran  bj  heut.  A  party  of  bis  horfe  inarchi^ 
out  of  the  city  on  a  .certain  oocafion,  and  meeting  a  pea&itf 
«t  a  litde  dinance  ftom  it,  one  c£  dietn  ftruck  him  chroudi 
with  his  knee,  iammh^  loon  after  coming  up,  found  we 
pofv  wretch  wallowing  in  his  own  blood ;  and,  u^n  ioquiij, 
was  told,  that  one  of  his  m«n  bad  accidentally  killed  him* 
To  which  be  made  no  other  jeply  than,  **  When  you  bear 
**  we  are  mounted,  beware  of  our  laaces."  This  ^nr, 
beiiwthe  fifty-third  of  the  H^m^  Jahalab  EinAlJfbamtOm 
Jaft  Itiiw  of  Gbmjea,  a  large  account  of  whom  our  nados 
unUfiadtiiaprecedindait  of  the  hiOcHy  ve  are  now  upoa, 
4BparBed  AisJifei  but  what  Qoiin^«  siiy,  ortown,  was  the 
Jcane-of  dua  event,  we  arc  net  ceminly  informed.  If  fntf 
Jid  not  penetntB  thmagb  Armiiue  and  NattUttf  and  advanoe 
•s  be  as  the  fiiburiiq  ot  CofftMtitKflt  with  bis  arn»,  befiiie 
ihe  52d  year  of  the  Htjra,  v  we  find  a&rted  by  U.  EfHrn^ 
'  inW,  be  could  not  well  tvive  finiihed  bit  expeditioo,  sod  ar- 
xiwed  at  Dama^t  before  the  commeBCemcnt  of  tbe  foUow- 
ingyearf  e^iedallyif  we  will  Mlout,with  tbe  Jafl-nmitioiMd 
aartbor,  that  he  (owed  and  reaped  whUft  his  forces  reniajiwd 
in  tbe  ne^bouifaoodof  that  capittJ.  Be  that  a«  it  will,  tte 
mrii,  even  at  dtia  day,  vifit  tbe  tomb  af  ..^  Ajuh  above-nea- 
jioned  with  great  devotion,  and  call  the  ^t  where  his  boi^ 
lies  intened  KjtA.  Some  of  the  writart  followed  by  iyHtr~ 
idtt  Seem  to  intimate,  that,  foon  after  tlie  foregoing  cxpedi- 
aion,  J&auM)MAieBthiafiHil4rai^widi  an  annv  to  reduce  die 
rebels  of  AbwaK^  who  refiifcd  a  icoogoition  of  hi*  authority. 
Xnud,  in  putiuiifle  of  hie  ordns,  accordii^  to  dKfe  wiiteit, 
4tunthed  with  fgtat  cderi^  totiie  plain  xtiDsuii^t^^  tfaecoo- 

*  Aau  Jaafak  Al  Tasjlk.  m  Aa.  Makiii,  iiU  fap.  p.  47.  Saa 
ALA.Tiiia,  MB>Uwt  nam.  49$.  O'HiuBti  vbi&>p-  &hoh- 
j>«uiK,  OcKLir,  ubi  fup.  p.  139, 140. 
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SitnalSyrts  vti  drvUajirbat  the  icbcls  had  aflwibted  a  Mb- 
fiteflUc  body  of  voopi.  Theft  be  uudicd  witti  fi>  much  bnw 
ry,  tfaa,sftttaflMrpaigigeiMBt,  he  intirdy  defeated  tbcni. 
nbd  thoiriif  itftond  peace  to  dut  pan  of  the  KhalSft  doni' 
niooa.'  Tbt  aatkon,  -wke  mendoatfait  afiion,  caU  ihepcopla 
out  of  whom  the  rebd  mnj  wm  fanned,  and  irt»  exerted 
AtmUm  tbt  moft  on  tfaia  occafion,  in  favour  of  Am  banSi 

In  the  54th  year  of' ihe-^tjray  MoAwiyah  difmiflcd  SamdTbt  Arabs 
from  the  government  of  JtMiiuij  and  rc&ircd  Mmoki  Eim  Mwakt  a% 
/fitiMi  to  that  bonouiabk  poft.     Aftertfaia,  he  di^iatched  an  ntf ai^ 
order  te  J<rm<At,  to  dramliA  foiiAboufc,  and  feixe  all  his '"•  mk'* 
eflcAa  in  H^isL.    Upon  MmoAft  appearance  at  MtJhutt  Iwria. 
with  a  Bide  t6  carry  off  every  thing  valuabk  diet  beloaged  to 
baad,  die  latter  waa  extieaely  furimed,  and  b^g^  Mtr^ 
«<i»  not  to  ftrip  him  in  fe  unoiercifid  a  ruaoer.  Kitthenew 
Mivcmor  tdd  htm,  that  the  Kha^"  moft  be  obeyed  i  and  that 
if  be  bad  received  as  order,  dnnng  hit  government,  to  hav« 
pi^*d  down  hii,  Adtmhti,  hode,  he  vnmld  itot  have  faiW 
eucutiiig  it.    Upon  this,  &m/  prodHocd  a  letter,  fonoKtij 
Am  tiim  W  Miiiuifab,  conraatidine  him  to  dctnolifli  Jhfrr- 
tuim'*  houu  ;  which,  out  of  frienduip,  he  bad  veaooed  to 
difobey,  and  thereby  incuircd  the  KhaHf*t  diTpIeafure.    Tbia 
l^netoiu  afikm  of  8aai  (a  flruck  MertoAt,  that  he  never 
cmAd  interceding  with  AMwijab  for  hit  friend,  till  he  had 
prevailed.upon  him  to  revoke  the  late  unjuft  cnnmand.   Both 
ike  mKiBon  now  dearly  perceived,  that  dw  Kkm^f»  view 
in  imiing  the  foregoing  orders,  was  to  fet  them  at  variaMCVj 
but  the  dHcovcry  dl  tfau  wichcd  defini  ferved  only  the  mom 


dfiiAually  to  flrf ngtheo  dtc  tics  of  fnendAip  b 
About  me  fame  now,  MtMuiyah  depoM  Sarwrthy  Ziyd^t  de- 
puty Bt'Ar/r«,  whofe  enonnous  cruelty  had  rendered  htm 
jaffiy  odiout  to  all  the  inhalriuntt  of  that  city.  As  foon  aa 
JleMTfli  heard  thti  news,  he  is  reported  to  haveftid,  "  GoD 
■*  cHrfe  MtSwyab.  li  I  had  fenred  Goo  fo  well  ai  I  have 
**  fcrved  him,  be  would  not  have  damned  me  to  all  eter- 
**  niTy."  A  faying  diis,  which  faffidemly  diicovered  the  in- 
ternal deformity  of  hii  foul,  and  thedcTperation  to  whi^h  he 
had^bceti  driven  by  a  conJciourneft  of  his  crimes.  Wkhin 
thecourTe  of  this  year,  the  KbaUf  \AxfH\(t  appointed  Okri- 
£^iahf  the  fon  of  Ztjidt  who  gave  him  a  very  fatitfa^ry  ac- 
Axint  of  the  condud  of  all  bii  hther'fl  deputies,  in  thnr  w. 
fpe^vc  provinces,  lieutenant  of  KborafSn.    Soon  after  he 

a  Ban  Al  Arnta,  MS.  Hoot.  infitbL  fiodl.  Oxon.  tram,  49;. 
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had  taken  poficffion  of  hii  new  govenimeiit,  Obes^aUah,  tbo' 
not  then  above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  advanced  at  the  bead 
tif  a  body  of  troops  aa  ^  as  the  mountains  of  Bukhdria^  and  . 
defeated  a  Turkijb  army  that  pretended  to  oppofe  htm.  The  ■ 
7urh  \<A  a  very  confiderable  nundter  of  men  in  the  aSioo, . 
and'^e  queen,  who  conniiUKled  thetn,  with  great  difEculty  < 
madeJier  efcape.  She  had  only  time  to  put  on  one  of  her 
'  bufkins  i  fo  that  (he  was  obliged  to.  leave  the  other  behind  - 

her.  This,  therefore,  fdl  into  the  hands  of  the  Arabi,  who 
v^ued  ic  at  no  lels  than  2000  dinars  \. 
jhinft-  It  has  been  remarked  byMr.  Ofi/gi,  that  there  was  a  pretty 
Ttmct  extraordinary  eclipfe,  and  fuch  a  one  as  h^pened  at  Mediita^  • 
Jrav/n  hyvYxaMtawiyahoiAenA  Mehamfiutfa  pulpit  to  be  removed 
^-  *^c-  ^01  that  place,  in  the  54th  year  of  the  Jiejra ;  from  whence 
kley/r»m  Adeems  to  infer,  that  the  command  rdative  to  this  tSiur 
Jf^'"-  was  given  in  thu.year,  tho'  he  aSualiy  phu;cs  it  two  or  three 
jirvatimt  y^^j  earlier.  But  perhaps  this  inference  is  not  altt^ther  to 
'7b»t  *fr  depended  upM,  as  he  has  produced  no  authority  in  fijp- 
dfttuJed  f^  '^^  ''''  oblcTvaticuis  from  whence  it  is  drawn,  and  as 
^p^^  Eutjcbtia  afietta  that  a-fo)ar  edipfe,  equally  remarkable,  hap-, 
pcncd  in  the  50th  year  of  that  ara.  For,  from  thence  we 
may  with  at  leafl  equal  juJlice  infer,  that  the  aforefaid  M- 
tempt  w.aB  made  in  the  50th  year  of  the  Hejra  '. 
Tit  Kha-  Abd'allah,  the  fon  of  jimru,  having  commanded  a 
lif  y^nd^  Mafltttii  hand  to  be  cut  ojF,  for  throwii^  dull,  or  gravel,  at 
WW  go.  him  whilft  he  was  preachi  ng  to  the  people  of  Bafra-,  of  which 
ftmtri  /»  place  he  then  was  governor ;  fome  of  the  principal  men  of 
Safra  and  the  city  complained  of  his  condu^  to  Moatuiyah,  who  re- 
Khora-  moved  him  from  his  poll,  and  fubftituted  Oieid'alLih  Btn 
**"■  Ziyad  in  his  room.     The  lieutenancy,  therefore,  of  Khora- 

fd*  becoming  vacant  by  this  removal,  the  KhalS/confenei  it 
upon  one  /ffiam,  who  had  not  the  leall  merit  to  recommend 
him  to  his^  mailer's  favour;  fo  that  nothing  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  an  hiftorian  happened  in  that  province  during  the  fhorr 
term  he  prefidcd  over  the  people  there.     Nor  did  the  year  we 
are  now  upon,  that  is,  the  55th  of  the  Hefre,  produce  any 
other  remarkable  occurrences,  at  Icaft  fuch  as  have  been  ta- 
ken notice  of  by  the  Mtjitm  hiflorians  *. 
Siwral        But  notwithftanding  the  taciturnity  of  the  Mofltm  hiflo- 
rtnmri-    lians,  the  Cbri/lian  wiiters  have  mentioned  feyeral  remark- 
oi/rKfBr- able  events,  as  happening  about  the  prefent  time,  that  are 
rincti        not  to  be  palled  over  altogether  in  hlence.     Bajhary  or  as  h« 
iih«nt  tbis    . 

timi.  1  Ebh  Al  Athik,  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Ozon.  nani.  49;. 
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is  called  hy  Tbn^gmt,  Bufiir,  continued  his  incurfiona-iilta 
tbe  C6ri/h4ui  terfttories,  which  he  cavx^ed  without  opfK>Jition« 
and  ooaduficd  from  tbence  2  vaft  number  of  captives  into  tbe 
Kbaiif^t  doDunions.  Meha/nnud  Ehn  AbiaUab  and  JToM,  two 
Mtftn  comoianders,  ;qipeared  at  the  head  of  a  confideraUc 
fquadrai  of  fhips  on  the  coaft  of  CiUtim^  with  a  body  of  land> 
forces  on  board ;  the  fiift  of  whom  took  up  hia  winter-quar- 
Cere  at  Sntjrna.,  and  the  other  in  Lyaa  and  Ciiida.  The  Khatif 
alio  fitted  out  another  fleet,  the  command  of  which  he  g^v^ 
to  one'  Khdled,  called  by  Tbtspbaiut  Cbalt,  wif  h  orders  to  fufr 
Cain  that  lest  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Ciieia,  in  cafe  of  need. 
The  following  fpring  the  combined  Mtfitm  fleet  prefented  it- 
felf  to  the  view  of  the  CbrifiUms  on  the  coaft  of  1hrtK»t 
flretdiiog  along  from  the  weflern  promonto/y,  known  by  the 
nunc  oi  AJagmawa^  to  the  eaftcm  one*  called  CytUbium.  Fro- 
qucnt  confli^  hai^ned  between  it  and  that  of  tbe  Cbriflianti 
die  particulars  of  which  have  not  been  handed  down  to  ui. 
However,  it  fhould  fecm  as  if  the  Arabs  were  fuperior  in  thofe 
engagements ;  Jince  we  have  been  told  by  fome  writers,  that 
they  befieged  Cm/imtimpU  the  whole  fummcr  and  fpring  for 
Icvcral  years  after  the  53d  year  (A  the  Htjra,  or  of  Chkist 
672 ;  but  were  received  with  fuch  vigour  and  refolution  by  the 
emperor,  tfau  they  thought  it  advtfcable  to  withdraw  always  in  , 

'  the  month  of  Stptemitr  to  Cyueus.  In  this  long  fiege,  or  rather 
repeated  H^et,  the  Arabi  loft  incredible  numbers  of  men,  and  i 
.inanyfhtpsconfumedbyfea-fire,asitwascalled,becaufeitburnt 
under  waKr ;  being  the  invenbon  of  one  CaUinicuiy  a  native  of 
Htli»p*Us  in  Egypt.  The  Arabs  at  length,  defpairingof  fuc- 
celt,  abandoned  the  entoprize ;  but  as  they  were  returning 
home,  their  fleet  was  (hipwrccked  off  the  S^yliaan  promoa- 
tory.  '  About  the  fame  time,  three  of  the  emperor's  lieute- 
naoti,  Fiarui,  Pttreniui,  and  CyfriansiSj  gained  a  fignal  vic- 
tory in  Syria  over  Sejian  Ebn  Awf,  who  commanded  there  a 
numerous  body  oi  Arabs  j  but  loft  in  the  engagement  30,oop 
of  bis  men.  Thefe  misfortunes  encouraged  the  Mardaiteft 
Of  Adaronittty  to  &ize  on  mount  Libanui,  where  they  for- 
tified tbcmfelves ;  and  being  joined  by  multitudes  of  Chri- 
fiimi  o^ves,  jlaves,  and  others,  flocking  to  them  from  all 
parta,  they  reduced  the  whole  country  between  mount  Tga- 
TUty  written  corruptly  Mourus  in  the  prefcnt  copies  of  ^b$e- 
fbaiut  and  Cedrenusy  and  yerufaltitL,  made  Trequent  incur* 
liens  into  Syria^  and  fo  haralled  and  terrified  the  Arabs,  who 
thought  that  God  himlclf  at  this  junSure  intcrpofed,  in 
favour  of  theCbri^ians,  that  Moatviyob  not  imagining  him- 
felf  able  to  contend  with  them  and  the  JZ^/wu  at  the  lune 
time,  fent  embalEulors  to  treat  of  peace  with  CenftaMOUf 
vho  met  with  a  gracious  reception  at  the  imperial  court. 
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'The  onpcror,  in  opikr  to  <uiiit^  «n  KciM)BM>4ati«i,  whick 
JlMwit^' tttmoi  fi>  anknttr  u>  olefin,  Smt  with  Ifae  .^hn* 
•DitMfiusn,  on  their  return  »iBe»  TUn  Pitugaadtt,  a.  pCE* 
Cm  of  gnat  age  iiid  evperiencc,  to  ^jtm  j  when,  aftar  fe- 
vend  confenncca,  a  fcace  was  ooQctuded  «n  the  faMawii^ 
tenm.  t.  That  it  Aould  W  LntiolaMy  obferved  hj  both  n»> 
tioMferche^Mceofthirtf  fMTs.  s.  That  the  ^aAi  AhmM 
main  the  pfonnce*  tiicy  tiad  fcizcd.  3.  That  tbcy  iheiiM 
^y  TMclyi  17  ivsy  of  tribute,  to  the  «n^>eriir  and  hta  fiKcef- 
ian  3000  pounds  weight  of  ^old,  fifty  flares,  and  aa  aaaajr 
«heice  borfes.  It  m^  <wt  be  imprc^ter  to  oUerve  hare,  that« 
aecvpding  to  the  Qa-Jiitm  hillonant  refnred  to,  in  tbe  53d 

rtrof  the  ibjra.,  there  wat  a  dreadful  mortality  in  J^jJMg 
tbe  S4th,  So/Um  EinAwfvna  defeated  bySianu^  Pttrtmmt^ 
waA  Cffrimutt,  in  Syria  i  in  the  55tb,  the  year  we  ace  now  u|^ 
on,  Ai^tOai  Ebn  Kait  and  FmU,  two  Ar»b  generals,  nude  a 
^centonOwr,wfthabodyof  M«/&n  troops,  and  pafled  tJbe 
«n(«ing  winter  tJiere ;  and,  in  the  58tb,  a  treaty  wasfigsted 
,       between  Ctiift*^in*  and  Moatmyah.     I'be  articles  of   the 
treaty  here  mentioned  not  having  been  extremely  bonourable 
to  Ale  Arabs,  'tis  not  lb  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  both 
they,  and  the  mihtaty  c^radons  that  preceded  them,  fboiJd 
hare  been  denied  a  place  m  die  wiitinEi  of  the  Miflm  hlAo- 
Ttanst. 
Saad  taht     Ths  next  year,  MtSmfcA  con&tred  upon  Stfady  O^naA^t 
Sainar-     grtndlbn,  4ie  gowemment  of  Kktrofm  \  having  removed  hia 
hand,  Mipi^decedbr,  AfiMK^  as  utteriy  unqualiAed  for  that  poft.  &hm^ 
4tfuu  /i'fijon  after  his  promotion  to  diat  d^ity,  paffcd  the  ^/Mi,  or 
^>kIcj.    ^,^^  ^^  Q^j  gf  ^  antients,  with  %  body  of  the  M»f- 
Jnnfotws,  andadvancedtoSAiiff^iliiK^irtiichopen'd  itagacas 
toMm  at  his  approach.     Having  foon  after  omthtowa  an 
army  of  the  idoktrMM  U^ki,  m  mucfaed  diieAly  to  Tat- 
ttmi,  -OK  Tirm*^  which  immediately  fuiFendered  to  oim.  Kor 
'  is  it  &id  that  he  (oft  «ny  confidenhle  onnber  of  men  in  this 
fncce&ful  expedition  ■■ 
tamr  eftht     It  has  been  already  obferred,  from  J&u  jMofar  Al  TAan^ 
frinnfal   that,  ra  the  jClb  year  <tf  the  f^'rv^  MJtnrfMO  prevailed  «p- 
«//Af  KO'on  manyof  ibe  Mtfimm  to  take  tbe  oath  of  fidelity  to  bis  J«a 
reilh  rt-    Yrzti^  at  his  pattner,  or  coUegtK,  in  the  Kk^fta ;  4)W  tbtt 
A/i "  «-  Ah^aWdbmin  Ebm  Abu  Bter,  HMn  Ehn  Ali  Abu  Aim  TiW, 
iM^iJgt  jfif^H^  g^  0mm-  Ebm  At  Khattaby  and  Abfalkh  £im  Z#- 
M^wi-    ^^  ^^  ^^  AwSmy  would  not  comply  with  the  Kial^t  ae- 
)j.^"T,,-^ueft  in  that  particular.     This  memorable  event,  hoaweri 

^  ■  THioTHAti.  ehwawegtaph.  p.  agj— 196.  Gioas.Cwuv. 
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bMBotbeenftt  in  a  fiill  light  by  (hat  author;  fo  that  we  fluH 
find  omfelva  oMtged  to  have  recouTlfe  to  another  Arab  writer, 
who  (Aacet  it  in  the  56th  year  of  ^x  Mejkm  sera,  in  orddT 
ID  ^fc  OUT  leaders  s  more  perfeA  and  latisfadoTy  account  of 
it.  M$/hnjth  mtending;  to  Tecore  the  fucceffion  hi  his  fa- 
iiiil7,  Ibnmd  «  deltgn  to  tender  tiie  govemment,  diat  had 
beenhidiatOicledive,  hereditary;  and,  for  thispuipofe^  ufed 
■n  meuu  imwnable  to  oblige  the  people  to  declare  Tm^  hit 
heir  and  fncc^br.  In  order  to  cart;  which  defign  edcdual^ 
fatto  execution,  he  imagined  nothing  ^rther  would  be  requifite 
than  to  en^in  them  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  Tnid,  as  hia 
CDD^ue,  and  partner  in  d>e  empire.  This  had  been  firft  fug- 
piSxd  to  MfStoiyahhy.Ai Mfgheirab,  the  late  governor  of  C3-  ^ 

%%  butwasdifapprDvedofbyZ<^i:/,whomtheA'^/(/'hadcon-  .1 

lidted  upon  the  sAair,  becauJc  he  knew  TtTaJ  to  be  a  profligate  1 

foang  fdlow,  addided  to  gaming  and  drinking,  and  by  no 
(DcaRs  qualified  to  govern  the  Arabs.    He,  therefore,  per-  ^ 

fiaded  both  TinJd  and  Modwijah^  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  to 
lay  an  dioug^ts  of  it  afide.  But,  after  Ziyi^a  death,  Mod' 
tetyabj  whs  was  always  fond  of  theprojed,  in  the  56th  year 
of  die  Hejra^  revived  Jt,  and  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  prin- 
cipal men  in  all  the  provinces  about  it.  The  Syrians,  and 
{>eople  of  trJi,  came  readily  into  ibt  fcheme ;  as  did  alfo  ' 
MttUc,  the  commandant  of  Aiidina,  who  advifcd  the  Khalif 
to  canfe  YitM  to  be  proclaimed  his  heir  apparent,  or  rather, 
ju  we  Should  imagine,  fuch  a  notion  being  countenanced  by 
Abttfaofari  Al  MHiiit  and  Abu'l-Faraj^  his  partner  and  col- 
leeue,  in  that  ciw.  But  Hafim  Ebn  AU,  AbiaUah  Ebn  Amer, 
M^atrahm&n  Bin  Abu  Beer.,  the  brother  of  Ayf^a,  and  Ab- 
JtaSab  Ebn  Zeietr,  refufing  to  give  tjieir  confent  to  it,  the 
people  could  by  no  means  be  induced  to  concur  with  fuch  a 
meafuic ;  iho'  Maituiyah  did  his  utmoft  to  prevail  upon  thofs 
chicis  to  oblige  him  in  this  particular.  He  came  in  pcrfon  to 
Me£tu,  n  the  head  of  1000  horfe.  He  had  a  conference 
there ^inth  Aytfim  about  the  afFair;  the  refult  of  which  was, 
(hat  the  Arabt  in  general  of  the  province  of  Hejax,  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  Tt%id.  He  even  threatened  thofe  that 
oppofcd  him  in  this  favourite  point  with  his  refentment.  But 
all  his  efFbrtSjWith  regard  to  the  above-mentioned  chiefs,  proved 
-  ineffi^ual.  They  were  too  powerful  to  be  brought  into  any 
(tf  bis  Ricafiircs  by  compullion.  However,  as  Hufdn  was  a, 
ihan  of  merit,  a  near  relation,  and  had  the  people  of  Jrek 
at  bis  devotion,  he  advifed  Tij^d  never  to  offer  him  any  vio- 
lence, if  he  ever  came  into  his  power.  Abd'aliah  Ebn  Amtr, 
bnng  wholly  given  up  to  devotion,  would,  as  he  told  him,  de- 
dare  in  hi)  nvour,  when  nobody  elle  oppofed  him ;  and  there- 
A)tt  wouM  bd  a  pttipef  objeA  of  his  mercy,  if  he  Qiould  ever 

prove 
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prove  fuperior  to  all  his  enemies.  With  regard  to  Jbialrab- 
man  Ebn  Abu  Beer,  his  attention  being  folely  iixcd  on  women 
and  play,  and  he  being  altogether  tnflucDCM  by  the  exatnple 
of  others,  continued  Meawtyah  to  his  fon  Xezjdy  if  ever  he 
comes  in,  he  is  to  be  treated  with  lenity  and  moderation.  But 
u  for  Ahlalltth  Ebn  Zobtift  he  has  the  fubtilty  of  the  fox^  u 
well  as  the  ftrength  of  the  lion,  faid  the  Khdtf;  and  therc- 
foFe,  if  ever  he  can  be  feized,  he  muft  be  cut  to  pteccB. 
Thefe  Arab  leaders  perTiAing  in  their  refufal  to  acknowl^;^ 
Yizii  either  his  father's  collegue  or  hJir  apparent,  Moau/iyab 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  acquiefce  in  the  meafures  that  bad 
already  been  taken,  and  durA  not  proceed  to  any  ads  of  vio- 
lence againft  them.  However,  he  fo  far  carried  his  point, 
that  the  Syr/uaj,  the  people  of  Jrdky  and  the  bullc  of  the  Arab 
.  nation,  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Tezid ;  to  which  they 
were  bribed  by  large  Turns  of  money,  according  to  Ai  la- 
bari ;  tho',  if  we  will  believe  Abitl-Faraj-,  this  oath  was  ex- 
torted by  force  from  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Midina. 
Be  this  as  it  will,  it  was  ceruinly  a  great  action,  at  this  jun- 
^re,  to  change  an  elefhve  monarchy  into  an  hereditary  one, 
itvhen  the  family  of  Ha/htm  had  fo  powerful  a  party  amongft 
the  Arabi  and  the  people  of  /riJi,  that  would  infallibly  in  all 
points  oppofe  Msavjiyahy  whom  they  cdnfidered  as  their  mor- 
tal enemy  ;  when  there  were  Aill  living  feveral  of  the  Com- 
panions, who  themfelves  afpircd  to  the  Khalifat,  and  who 
confcquentty  with  great  impatience  expe£led  Moatviyab'i  dif- 
fblution  ;  and  when,  lallly,' J^eiV  was  fo  abandon'd  a  youth, 
that  his  uncle  Ziyad,  a  man  of  great  experience  and  capacity, 
thought  that  nothing  could  be  more  difagreeable  tlian  the  pre- 
ceding fcheme  to  all  the '  provinces.  To  which  we  may  add, 
that  the  attempt  itfelf  was  an  innovation,  and  mig^t  therefore 
have  been  attended  with  fatal  confequences  in  an  empire  that 
had  not  long  been  formed,  and  that  had  been  lately  very  much 
weakened  by  civil  diflenfions.  This  aJTair,  which  had  been 
for  feme  time  in  agitation,  being  thus  brought  to  a  happy 
conclufion,  I'caaVgave  audience  to  feveral  embaffadors,  who 
came  to  congratulate  him  on  the  occalion,  as  well  as  to  fe- 
Teral  of  the  /frabsy  who  had  undertaken  a  journey  to  Damaf- 
ctts,  then  the  feat  of  the  AlaJIem  emperor,  to  oifer  him  their 
allegiance.  Amongll  the  latter,  Al  Ahnaf^  Ttxid's  uncle, 
made  his  appearance  ;  and,  at  his  father's  rcqucll,  took  an  op- 
portunity of  converfmg  with  him:  after  which,  being  afked 
by  Moawiyab  what  he  thought  of  his  nephew's  capacity,  he 
fcrupled  not  to  aiifwer  him  in  the  following  terms :  "  TT>e  fear 
**  of  God  will  not  permit  us  to  lie,  and  that  of  you  iwt  Co 
**  fpeak  truth.  You  know  beft  both  his  night  and  his  day  ; 
.**  his  outlide  snd  his  infide  j  his  going  out  and  his  coming 
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<<  in.  You  alfo  know  bell  what  you  defign  to  do.  It  is  our 
<*  bufine(s  to  hear  and  obey ;  ydurs  to  give  counfel  to  the 
'*  people."  The  Damafcents  feem  to  have  been  fome  of  Tt- 
xiita  moft  zealous  adherents,  and  to  have  difllnguijhcd  them- 
felves  in  a  paiticular  manner  on  this  occafion  '. 

As  Tnij  was  now  deftined  to  be  his  father's  fuccellbr,  the  Moawi- 
old  Kiu/i/pew  extremely  fond  of  him  j  imagining  him  toyah  "- 
have  IbiDething  grand  and  majcflic  in  his  deportment,  and  *remefy 
that  be  was  every  way  qualified  to  fit  at  the  helm  of  a  'pvai-/"'^  "f  "* 
faat  empire.     Nay,  Meawiyah^  tho'  in  other  refpe^s  a  per--^** 
ion  of  great  difcernment  and  penetration,  could  not  forbear 
frequently  expreffing  in  convetfation  the  high  opinion  he  en- 
teitained  of  his  fon's  fuperior  abilities.     It  is  faid,  that,  in  one 
of  bb  harangues  to  the  people^  be  ofTered  up  to  God  the 
following  remarlcable  prayer :  "  O  God  !  if  thou  luioweft 
*'  that  1  have  fettled  the  government  upon  Tetiid,  becaufe, 
**  according  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  J  think  him  quali- 
*'  fird  for  it,  confirm  it  to  him  ;  but  if  I  have  done  it  out  of 
**  afiedion,  confirm  it  not."    It  feems  to'be  infmuated  b^ 
an  Arai  author,  that  the  road  from  Mtdiaa  to  Mecca  was 
about  this  time  infefted  by  robbers,  and  that  great  difordcn 
were  committed  upon  it ;  fince,  according  to  him,  Mertvan 
Ebn  yflHaiem,  the  commaadint  of  Medina,  was  obliged  him - 
felf  to  condud  the  Hadji's,  or  pilgrims,  to  Mecca,  the  pre- 
ceding ye  A  '. 

The  S7th  year  of  the  Aym  fcarcc  produced  a  fingle  event  GrM/ 
that  has  merited  the  attention  of  any  hiltorian.     Tbeefbaiut murmur' 
only  obferves,  that  vafl  fwarms  of  locu{ls  appeared  in  Syria  ingi  and 
and  Mefopctamia,  and  confequently  did  incredible  damage  •I'/^Mfrnrf 
there,  ^is  year.     There  were  likewife  at  this  junfture  in/wArabia. 
Arabia  great  murmurings  a^d  difcontcnts,  occalioned  by  the 
tran&dion  of  the  preceding  year,  of  which  we  have  juft 
given  our  readers  a  full  and  ample  relation.     However,  Juch 
care  was  taken  by  the  Khalif,  and  the  officers  he  employed, 
that  no  open  attempt  was  made  againff  the  government  f. 

The  following  year,  Aytjha,  the  daughter  of  Abu  Beer-,  Ayeflia 
arid  J/eiwmm/ifBbeft-'beloved  wife,  departed  this  life  at  J/f-aW  Ab- 
£na.  Her  father  derived  from  her  his  name  of  Abtt  Beer,  or  d'alrah- 
the  father  of  tht  giri ;  fhe  being  very  young  when  the  prophet  man  Ebn 
married  her.  She  was  ever  treated  by  all  the  Khalifs  with  the  Abu  Beer 
utmofl  refpe^t,  except  whert  Ihe  expofed  herfelf  in  the  expe-^'l 
dition  undertaken  at  her  impulle  againft  AS.    The  Mtfitms 

■  Abo  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  et  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  ^8. 
Gmo.  Anu'L-F*aAj,  till,  dyn aft.  p.  igj.  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl. 
Bod).  Oxon.  num.  49;.  D'HERSGL.Biblioth.  oricDt.  in  art.  ^f^^- 
■"  MS.  Hunt,  in  Bibl,  Bodl.  Oxon.  nam.  49;.  '  Theophah. 
chronograph,  p.  iqj.  MS.  Hunt.  num.  49;.  ubi  fup. 
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fometimes  called  ha  i\\K  fTopheteft  \  and,  when  theyaddrcfled 
thcmfelves  to  her,  generally  gave  her  the  title  of  the  mothtr 
,  of  tht  faithful.     She  made  her  exit  on  the  fcventh  day  cf  the 

month  of  Ramadan.  Her  brother  Abd'olrahrtuin  Ebn  Abv  BuTy 
of  whom  we  have  fiHiken  above,  died  a  little  before  Jwr. 
Soon  after  the  conclulion  of  the  kte  treaty  of  peace  bclnreea 
the  Chrijliant  and  the  Arabi,  the  ratifications  were  exchanged, 
and  yahn  Pitxigaudei,  the  imperial  minilter,  who  bad  been 
amply  rewarded  by  Mudvjiyabt  for  the  part  he  a&ed  in  that 
impoftant  affair,  returned  home  to  CviJfMt'mopU  this  faaac 
year  ', 
at  Alfa  Thi  next  year,  being  the  59th  of  the  HtJTOt  died  Am 

Abu  Ho-  Hareira,  or  the  father  of  the  cat,  fo  called  \p/  Mohammed,  be- 
Kira.        caufe  of  his-fondncfs  ot  a  cat,  whkh  he  always  carried  about 
with  him.     Hcfo  conftantly  went  under  thi»  appellstion,  that 
jieithertiie  true  name,  nor  his  pedigree,  is  certainly  known. 
He  was  one  of  the  prophet's  intimate  companions,  and  had 
fa  many  traditions  fathcr'd  upon  him,  thai  the  very  number 
of  them  renders  them  fufpe^ed  to  fomc  people ;  tho'  other? 
receive ihnn  atlas  or  undoubted  authority,  without  the  leaft 
hefitation.   'He  is  looked  upon  by  manyof  thejl&^inu  as  one 
of  the  fix  authors  of  the  attthgntic  tra£tiais.     His  true  name, 
according  to  the  common  opinion,  was  Ahialrakniav  Eim 
Sakhar ;  and  his  converfion  to  IJlamifm  is  faid  to  have  been 
effedlcd  in  the  fevcnth  year  of  the  Hejra.     This  yesu-  tfiere 
W3£  a  great  earthquake  in  Mef»patamia,  which  did  conCder- 
ablc  damage  to  the  church  of  the  ChriJUani  at  Ed^Jfa;  but  it 
has  not  been  obferved  either  by  the  ChriJIiati  or  MofUm  hiflo- 
rians,  that  lhe«diliccs  in  other  parts  of  that  country  fiiffefed 
in  the  leaft  by  any  of  its  concuflions ". 
Moawi'        The  60th  year  of  the  Htjra  was  rendered  remaritable  \ff 
yah  did',    the  death  ^  Miawiyah  Rbn  Abu  Ssfian,  who  died  at  i>aai^^ 
about  the  beginning,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  the  middle  of 
the  month  ot  Rajtb.     His  laft  public  fpeech,  which  he  made 
~     when  he  foond  himfelf  in  a  declining  condition,  was  to  the 
following  el^^.     "  I  am  like  corn  that  is  to  be  reaped,  and 
*'  have  governed  you  till  we  are  weary  of  one  another.    1 
"  am  fuperior  to  all  my  fucccfibrs,  as  my  predeceilbrs  were 
**  fuperior  to  me.     God  defires  to  approach  all  who  are  de- 
**  firous  of  approaching  him.     OGod!  I  love  to  meet  thee, 
*'  do  thou  love  to  meet  me  !"    When  be  perceived  bimlctf 
at  the  point  of  death,  he  ordered  a  capcain  of  the  guaidi, 

'  Abo  Jaafak  Al  Tabari,  ct  Al  Makin,  abifup.  p.  4S. 
Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  THEorHAN.  cbronograph.  p.  296. 

*  Isu.  AsoLFED.  ubi  fup.  et  devitMobam.  p.  i;8.  Gaoh. 
la  vicde  Mahom.  torn.  ii.  p.  4;.  Theopiian.  ubi  fup, 
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and  anodier  Aiihful  fervant,  to  imput  from  him  the  following 

advice  to  Texid.    *'  Coafidcf  the  jirahi  as  the  root  &nd  foun- 

*'  d^onofyourcmpire;  and  therefore  always  trvattbeircm- 

*'  baSidors  with  Idndncis  and  ref{m3.     The  Syrians  are  your 

**  natural  faoAi,  and  will  ddend  you  from  the  infulcs  of 

*'  your  eoeoiie)  j   and  therefoix  fliew  yourfelf  a  &tiacr  to 

**  diem :  but  never  keep  them  long  out  of  their  own  coun- 

**  tiji  ioi  they  degenerate  abroad.     Oblige  the  people  of 

**  Irii  to  the  utmoS  of  your  power,  even  tho'  they  {faouM 

**  demand  of  you  a  new  depu^  every  day :  you  had  better 

*'  abandon  the  dearell  friend  you  have  in  the  world,  than  have 

"■  100,000  fwords  drawn  upon  you.     There  are  only  three 

**  of  the  Koreifi>  that  will  attempt  to  dtllurb  your  govem- 

«  ment ;  H»fm,  Eia  Amtr^  and  jfbd'wlkb  Ebn  Ztitir.     If 

"  llie  lafl  of  thefe  appeals  in  arms  againft  you,  oppole  bim;, 

"  if  he  offers  you  peace,  accept  of  it ;  and  fpare  the  blood 

"  of  your  people  ai  much  as  poflible."    In  his  Khalifat, 

Mifltmab  Eim  MakhaUtdAl  Anf&ri  added  a  new  tower  to  the 

temple,  or  mol<)iie,  ereded  by  Ati^u  Ebn  At  As  at  Ai  Fiiftit, 

which  afterwards  weijt  by  his  name.     We  muft  not  forget  to 

oUerve  hetct  (hat  Abu  'Jaafar  AI  Tabari,  as  well  as  Eutycbisis, 

aficrts,  that,  in  the  joth  year  of  the  Hejre,  there  ha{^oed 

fb  reoiarkable  a  fohr  ccUpfe,  that  the  ftars  in  the  day-time 

veiy  dearly  appeared  i  which  will  farther  evince  the  trutfi  of 

tiie  inference  we  have  already  drawn  itova  that  allenion  ^. 

MoAWiTAH  reigned,  if  we  compute  from  Hafan'i  relig-  tiattil»n£ 
nation,  ninetcvn  year?,  ihrie  m«ichs,  and  five  davs,  accora-  bt  rrigm- 
ing  to  Aiuyaafar  AI  Tabari.     He  prefidcd  over  Syria,  either  '^j  "^^ 
as  governor  or  KbaHf,  about  forty  years,  trfaj.  fbar,  as  lieu-  *»™'  *^^ 
tenant,  in  the  Khalifat  of  Omar ;  twelve  in  that  of  Othmin,  ™"  "'  ■*'* 
i^M>  oontinned  him  in  his  former  poll  through  the  whole  *"''''' 
eoMifeof  his  reign  ;  five  in  the  Khalifat  of  Ali,  during  which 
tern  he  fiif^>omd  himftlf  by  force ;  and  nineteen  afur  Iia~ 
finft  renunciation,  when  he  governed  the  Mafkm  empire 
without  a  competitor.     Abulftia  differs  a  little  from  AI  Ta- 
bariin  the  length  he  affigns  MaattMyah^s  feign.     With  r^rd 
to  bis  age,  authors  are  not  perfe^ly  agreed ;  fome  making 
hin  70,  others  73,  others  75,  others  78,  others  80,  and,  ' 
lalUy,  others  85  years  old,  at.  the  time  of  his  death.     Be 
thtf  as  it  will,  as  foon  as  he  was  dead,  Dd>ii  Ebn  Xais  went 
into  the  mofque,  and  afcended  the  pulpit  with  Modwiyab'i 
winding-fheet  in  his  btndj  where,  having  made  an  enco* 

^  Aau  jAAFAkAt  Tabak.  et  Ai  Makih,  obi  fop.  p.  ;o.  Ebk 
At  Atkir,  MS.  Mvnt.  mini.  49;.  Iim.  ABtrtPED.  in  hift.  aaiv. 
GiK.  AaoVpAKA),  ubi  fop.  p.  195.  Eutvch.  ubi  fup, 
p- 160,361.  TuioruAN.  cbrooograph.  p.  296. 
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mium  on  the  dcceafcd,  and  fattsitcd  the  people  of  his  death, 
he  faid  the  funeral  fervice,  or  the  prayers  ufua)  on  fuch  occa- 
-fions,  over  him.  Tizid  was  then  at  a  town  called  Hatvarifr, 
in  the  territory  of  Hems,  and  did  not  arrive  at  Damafcus  tiB 
after  his  father  had  been  interred  j  but,  upon  his  arriTiI 
'  there,  he  went  and  prayed  at  his  tomb.     For  what  has  been 

obferved  here,  we  arc  obliged  to  Abulfeda ;  the'  Ymid  himfelf 
laid  the  funeral  prayers  over  Modwiyahy  at  his  interment,  if 
wo  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  t, 
Difa-ip-  -  With  regard  to  tiis  perfonjJ/siiutj'aA  was  tall,  according 
tisnefbit  to  AlTal-art,  though  this  is  contradiiSed  by  Eutj/dtitiSf  ex- 
pcr/onand  trcmcly  fat,  and  of  a  fair  complexion.  His  eyes  projedol 
ri«r*i^<r.out«f  his  head;  he  bad  a  loud  voice,  a  large  breaft,  and  a 
long  beard,  which  he  tinged  with  Ai  Htnna  and  AI  Catan^ 
after  the  example  of  his  pcedcceflbrs.  As  for  his  chfpofitioc, 
he  was  merciful,  of  an  exceeding  quicic  apprehenhon,  coara- 
geous,  and  tliurougbly  verfcd  in  al)  the  arts  of  govemmenr. 
His'  goodrnature  got  the  attendant  over  his  refentment,  ar>d 
the  fweetoefs  exceeded  the  ferocity  of  his  temper.  He  wa* 
ittiable,  eaty  of  accers,'and  of  awinnii^  behaviour;  iho',  by 
his  difputing  the  Khahfat  wiih  Alt  and  Hafan^  he  bad  juftly 
incurred  (he  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  ^  Hajbtm-  Hajan  di 
Ma^a,  a  ^nan  of  great  authority  with  the  Smvies,  obJeSe^ 
feur  things  to  his  condtift;  every  one  of  which,  he  faid,  me- 
lited  deftru^ion.  i.  He  took  upon  himfelf  the  Khalifat  by 
^ce,  without  either  consulting  the  people,  the  perfbns  of  di- 
Ain^ion,  or  the  furviving  Companions.  2.  He  rendered 
the  Khalifat  hereditary  in  his  family,  and  appointed  TeTud  his 
fuccellbr,  tho'  he  was  a  pcrlbn  of  a  very  bad  charafier,  a 
drunkard,  a  lover  of  mufic,  and  one  that  wore  fdlc.  3.  He 
owned  Ziyad  for  his  brother,  tbo'  in  oppofitioH  to  one  of  the 
exptefs  dedCions  of  Mahammti  and  the  Kerm.  4.  He  treated 
with  the  utmoft  cruelty  Htjer,  a  man  of  uncommon  piety, 
and  his  compar>ions.  According  to  Ai  Siiafti,  he  put  Abu 
Rtbiyali  in  chains,  becaule  he  objcfled  to  the  tellimony  of 
■four  of  the  Cc3MP/*NioKa,  viz.  Maawiyal},  Amru,  Al  Mag- 
■heirali,  and  7,iyud.  It  has'been  remarked  by  AlTiibari,  diat, 
when  he  laughed,  his  upper  lip  was  inveaed  ;  and  that  Satur- 
day was  the  firft,  and  Friday  ilie  lafl,  day  of  his  reign  *. 
Somr/itr-  As  the  Arahi  in  general,  and  the  Kl)alif  in  particular,  at 
ih,-r  ae-  this  lime,  were  much  delighted  with  poetical  performances,  a 
cnune  ef    .young  man  once  repeated  to  Moawiyah  a  copy  of  vtx&s, 

,     ^  Ism.  Abvlfeo.    Abo  Jaaf*r  Al  TA'bAs,    Ai  Makik, 
Qbb';.  Aau'L-F/iRAj,  Eotych.  etTiisoPHAN.  ubi  fup. 

*  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Evtych.  et  Al  MAKiN,ubi{up. 
AlShafei.&c. 
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whcrcm  he  gave  a  full  and  explicit  account  of  his  prefent  mi- 
(erable  fituation.  He  had,  it  feems,  married  a  iiw  jirabian 
girl  purely  for  love}  and,  out  of  mere  foncfneTs,  had  fpcntall 
hts  fubflance  upon  ber.  The  governor  of  C«/ii.cafling  his 
eyes  upon  her,  and  perceiving  her  to  be  a  charming  crea- 
tuie,  had  ravifhed  her  from  her  hu(band's  bofom.  The  poor 
man,  to  whom  the  tofs  of  his  fubftancc  was  nothing  in  re- 
fpeft  to  that  of  his  wife,  being  pierced  to  the  very  heart,  and 
readr  to  die  with  forrow  for  this  misfortune,  addrelTed  the 
Khahf  in  verfc,  in  thefe  calamitous  circumftanccs.  Maauii- 
yah^  being  very  well  plcafed  with  the  verfes,  refolved  to  do  him 
juflicei  and  therefore  fent  an  exprcfs  to  the  governor,  with 
orders  inftantly  to  refign  the  woman.  He  being  a  perfon  of 
not  the  moll  unrefined  tafte,  told  the  cxprCfii,  that,  if  the 
£ia/y  would  permit  him  to  enjoy  her  one  year,  he  would  be 
contented  to  have  his  head  flructc  o(F  at  the  end  of  it.  But 
the  Kbalif  having  abfolutely  infifted  upon  her  difinijfion,  Iba 
wac  brought  before  him.  He  was  extremely  furprized  at  her 
beauty,  but  much  more  at  the  politenefs  and  elegancy  of  her 
expreffion,  Tho'  he  had  received  many  embaflies,  and  fre- 
quently convetfed  with  the  greateA  men  of  his  country,  he 
he  had  never  before  heard  fuch  a  urrent  of  cloqucAce  as  that 
which  Sowed  from  the  mAith  of  this  charming  /frabian. 
The  Kbalif  aJked  her  jocofely,  whether  (he  would  chufe  him, 
the  governor,  or  her  hufband,  for  a  conflant  companion  i 
She,  with  a  modcAy  peculiar  to  her  fcx,  anfwered  in  verfe, 
that  tho'  a  perfon  in  his  exalted  ftation  could  do  infinitely  more 
for  her  than  either  flie  expefled  or  deferved,  yet  that  this 
would  by  no  means  be  a  balance  againtl  eternal  damnation. 
She  begged  of  him,  therefore,  if  he  intended  her  any  favour, 
to  rcftore  her  to  her  dear  hufband.  Which  he  not  only  did, 
but  pr^entcd  her  1 1  Lewi  fe  with  a  fplend  id  equipage,  as  well 
as  plenty  of  gold,  in  order  to  rcAore  the  ifiattercd  circum- 
ftances  of  her  hufband,  who  had  fpent  a  good  fortune  upon 
her.  This  ftory  perfeiHy  agrees  with  what  we  find  related  of  ■ 
this  Kbalif  by  other  authors,  and  with  the  chara<£ter  given  of 
him  even  by  Kbendemir^  the  Perjian  hiflorian.  For  we  are 
ttJd  by  an  oriental  author,  already  cited  in  this  work,  that  an 
Arab  robber  having  been  condemned  to  have  one  of  his  hands 
cut  off,  in  conformity  to  what  is  injoincd  by  the  Koran  in 
cafes  of  this  nature,  the  criminal  immediately  compofed  and 
repeated  four  elegant  and  ingenious  Arab  verfes  upon  the  fpot; 
which  fo  mollilied  the  JfAff/;/",  that  he  inftantly  pardoned  him. 
However,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  this  was  the  iirft  fen- 
tence  pronounced  amongft  the  Mojlitm  that  was  nor  put  in 
execution  j  none  of  his  predeceiTors  having  taken  the  liberty 
of  {hewing  favour  to  thofc  whom  the  ordinary  judges  had 
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condemned".  And  with  regard  to  KhmiJemr,  we  are  informed 
by  that  hiftorism,  that  Moawiyah  ufed  to  hj,  "  The  HS- 
*'  Jhemites  arc  famous  for  theii  valour,  and  the  defcendents  of 
"  Zobeir  for  their  gcncrofity ;  but  I  only  defirc  to  pafs  among^ 
*•  the  Mejlimi  for  a  prince  of  clemency  and  humanity."  But 
how  laudable  foever  this  might  fecm,  if  we  wit)  believe  JfS, 
it  was  not  fpolccn  by  Madvj'tyab  abfolutely  withou^artifkc  and 
defign  •- 
Hfi  mtaii-  His  munificence  was  equal  to  his  clemency,  if  we  wiU  be- 
faeutt.  tieve  the  Mojlem  authors.  He  made  a  prefent  to  Aye/ba  of  a 
bracelet  worth  100,000  dinars.  He  prefented  Hii/an  at  one 
time  with  ^00,000  dinin,  and  Mc^aiUh  Ebn  Zeieir  with 
100,000.  He  frequently  bad  thofe  who  came  to  pay  their 
duty  to  l]im  to  take  away  any  thing  in  his  palace  that  pleafcd 
.them.  He  gave  \oo,ooo  dinars  at  once  to  H»fiin,  100,000 
to  Md'altahEbnyaafar,  100,000  to  jWrrtyaw  £tn  Al  fjaientj 
and  4,000,000  at  another  time  to  Hafaa.  However,  or)  the 
other  hand,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  ambition,  and  an  iida- 
tiable  thirft  after  empire,  almofl  wholly  occupied  his  mind; 
as  very  clearly  appeared  from  the  tenor  of  his  condud,  durii^ 
the  Khalifat  both  of  jilt  and  Hafan^  and  even  his  own  f. 
Hijfati-  The  following  remarkable  inltance  of  his  patience  and 
4Hct  skJ  clemency  has  been  tranfmitted  down  to  us  by  Abulfida.  jfr^ 
tftmmcy.  xaafi^  the  daughter  of  Hiretb,  the  fon  of  Abd'almoUlUb,  the 
fon  of  Hajhem,  a  very  old  woman,  and  his  aunt,  of  yft*** 
branch  of  the  family,  made  him  once  a  vifit.  As  foon  as 
MoawiyahhaA  faluted  her,  Ihe  began  to  reproath  him  in  the 
following  terms.  "  O  nephew,"  faid  flic,  "  you  have  been 
*'  very  injurious  and  ungrateful  to  your  coufin,  who  was  one 
**  of  the  Companions,  You  alfo  called  youtfelf  by  a  name 
**  that  was  none  of  your  own  ;  and  took  pofTeflion  of  what 
*'  you  had  no  right  to.  Our  family  exceeded  all  men  in 
**  fufFerings  for  this  religion,  till  God  thought  proper  totake 
"  his  prophet,  in  order  to  reward  his  labours,  and  advance 
*<  him  to  a  more  exalted  itation.  Then  you  infulted  us,  and 
*'  wc  were  amongft  you  like  the  children  of  IJr*el  in  the  (a- 
*'  a\\\y  oi Phareoh;  tho'  AH  bore  the  fame  relation  to  the 
**  prophet  that  Aaron  did  to  M»fei."  Amru  being  then  pre- 
fent, faid,  "  Hold  your  tongue,  old  woman,  and  don't  talk 
•'  like  one  out  of  his  wits."  *'  What,"  replied  (be,  "  do 
!*  you  prate,  you  fon  of  a  whore  !  Your  mother  was  known 
*•  to  be  the  cheapeft  and  moft  notorious  (trumpet  in  al] 

■MS.Hunt.inBibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  nam. 49;.  Aat.  Rabi  Al  Ak- 
TAR,  apud  D'Hcibel.  Bibl.  orient,  in  art.  MBeviab,  p.  {87.  uc  et 
ipfe  D'HERBEi.ibid.  Al  Kor.MoHAu.  f.  v.  Sale's  prelim,  difc. 
p.  140.  OcKLEY,  ubifup.  p.  8j>86.  '  MS.  Hunt.  num. 
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*■*  Mtaa  \  who,  when  (he  was  examined  about  her  com- 

**  mcrce  with  five  of  the  Kereifi),    confefled  chat  (he  had 

"  lain. with  tbcm  all^  and  declared,  that  he  mud  be  deemed 

**-  your  father  whom  you  rdertibled  mofi.     As,  therefore, 

"  you  were  moft  like  old  Al  As,  he  was  obliged  to  acknow- 

**  le^e  bifflleir  your  father."     This  tinpai-uUeled  fcurrili- 

ly,  however,  did  not  ruffle  nor  dilcompore  Moawiyah,  who 

only  &td  to  bcr,  "  God  foipve  what  is  pan ;  what  would  ' 

**  yo«bavc?"     She  anfwered,  "  Two  ihoufand  diiidrs,  to 

**  purchafe  an  edate  fat  the  poor  of  our  family ;  two  thou- 

"  £uid  more:,  to  many  our  poor  relations ;  and  two  thoufaiid 

"  more  ftw  myfelf,  to  fupport  me  in  time  of  extremity." 

AH  which,  by  the  Khtdifi  command,  was  paid  down  to  her 

iffimediatdy.     Several  other  inftances  of  this  kind  might  be 

produced,  had  we  room  here  to  infert  what  has  been  related 

of  Modvnyab  by  the  oriental  authors,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 

Smuite,  or  Traditianijl,  perfuafion  i=. 

To  what  has  been  faid  of  this  Khallf,  we  mu(l  beg  leave  to^nn,  f^r, 
add,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  introduced  the  Mekfowrab  into/on/  that 
the  moique.     The  Mikfnurah  was  a  Ibrt  of  elevated  place,  j(f  intrt- 
feparated  from  all  the  reft,  where  the  Khallf,  who  was  ^tduetd. 
fupreme  pontiff  in  religious  as  well  as  the  lovereign  in  civit 
affairs,  read,  or  chanted,  the  prayers  that  form  the  liturgy  or 
public  office  of  the  Mafems.     Vtam  the  fame  place  he  alfo 
made  the  Cetbab,  which  is  a  fort  of  homily  or  picdication, 
to  the  people.     This,  before  hb  time,  followed  the  prayers ; 
bat'  h$  began  with  it,  for  the  realbn  already  affigned.     He  - 
iUo  introduced  the  pia^ice  of  laying  pofl-hortes  upon  the 
roads,  and  was  the  (itft  of  the  Khal'ifs  who  fpoke  to  the  people 
in  a  fi^Bg  pofiure.     According  to  Thtaphanes,   Mcikuiyah 
re^ed  four- and- twenty  years  i  from  whence  we  may  infer, 
that  be  makes  his  KhaUfat  to  have  commenced  at  the  death 
(rf  Oibmen.     It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Dianyfius  Tel-  . 
marenfs  calls  Ali  Abbas,  and  relates,  that  Maawiyab  reigned 
Jone,  or  after  the  death  of  Abbdi,  or  AH,  only  ftxteen  years ; 
tbo'  Ebn  Arrahib  and  Abi^l  Wal'ti,  in  agreement  with  the 
odier  eaftcro  writers,  affirm,  that  he  fat  on  the  MojJim  throne, 
without  any  coJlegue,  except  his  fon,  or  competitor,  nineteen 
years  and  three  months,  and  died  in  the  both  year  of  the 
iiqra,  or  of  Christ  679.     As  Dimyfiut  wrote  in  Syria, 
■  and  the  Syrians  adhered  to  Moaiciyah,  'lis  no  wonder  that  he, 
in  common  with  his  countrymen,  Ihould  have  had  the  me- 
mory of  AU  and  his  fons  in  fuch  abhorrcr.ee,  as  to  leave  their 
names  out  of  the  lift  or  fcries  of  Khaiifs.    It  may  be  farther 
obferved,   that  he  called  AU  Abhas,  becaufe  the  latter  was 
the  name  xpplied  to  that  Khaiifs  whole  family  by  the  Syrians ; 
t  Isu.  A&VLFED,  ubi  fop. 
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as  atfe  becaurc  Mi  had  %  Ton,  deftroyed  by  )^zi^,  in  the  6oth 
year  of  the  Hejra,  according  to  yiiu'i  fValidy  who  went  under 
that  appellation ''. 
IThirt  MoAWiYAH  was  interred  at  Damafius^  which  he  made 

bw^id.      the  refidencc  of  the  Khalifi ;  and  this  prerogative  that  city 
enjoyed,  as  long  as  his  defceiidents,  or  the  Khaltfi  of  the 
houlc  of  Ommiyab,  kept  pofleflion  of  the  Mcjlem  throne.    But 
'  thofe  of  the  family  of  Ahbds  tratisfencd  the  imperial  feat  to 

jtnbdr,  Hajbtmiyahj  and  Baghdad^  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  this  hiftory.  The  infcription  upon  AlMtmy^ih's  feal 
was.  Every  work  hath  its  reward ;  or,  as  others  fay,  Tbert 
is  ncjirengib  but  in  God.  His  fecrctary  was  Miallab  Ebm 
Avis;  his  principal /ITaf^i,  or  judge,  Faiala  Ebn  Abtl aHab,  of 
Medina  \  his  chamberlain  Ye^d  his  fervart,  and  afterwards 
his  fervant  Safiva"  ;  the  captain  of  his  guards  Tmd  Ebn  M 
Hcrra  Al  Abaft,  Kais  Ebn  Hamzah,  and  Dabak  Ebn  Kais  At 
Fohri.  Eutyebiui  makes  Riyah,  one  of  his  fervants,  to  have 
been  his  chamberlain.  For  the  ftory  of  Obeid  Ebn  Sariba^ 
the  Nejiar  of  the  Arabs,  who  is  faid  by  the  ASofltms  to  have 
arrived  at  the  age  of  300  years,  and  lived  in  the  KbaMat  of 
Moivoiyah^  we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  readers  to 
A\  Mttkitt^  or  rather  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari ». 

SECT.     VII.    . 

y«id  VTEZID,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar,  was  proclaimed  JTAa- 
^f'-  >«V  ■*■  lif,  in  confequence  of  his  nomination  to  the  fucceSioDi 
£lialSf.  the  fame  day  his  father  died.  His  inauguration  was  performed 
on  the  new  moon  of  the  month  of  Rajeb,  in  the  60th  year  of 
the  Hejra,  coincident  with  the  yth  day  of  Afril,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  68c.  He  was  born  in  the  26ih  year  of  the 
former  aera,  and  confequcntly  thirty-four.  lunar  years  old, 
when  he  afcended  the  Mtffevt  throne.  Immediately  after  his 
inauguration,  he  wrote  to  Al  Wal'id  Ehu  Otha  Ebn  Abu  SefiaK, 
his  governor  of  Afidlna,  to  feize  Hafein  Ebn  AJi  and  Abifal- 
lah  Ehn  Ztbnr,  if  they  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  right  to 
the  Khalifat.  The  letter  was  conceived  in  the  following 
terms :  '•  In  the  name  of  the  moft  merciful  God,  From 
•'  Yt^d,  emperor  of  the  faithful,  to  Al  Wal.d  Ebn  Otba. 
*\  Msilwiydh  was  one  of  the  fervants,  of  God,  who  honoured 

■'  Idem  ibid.  D'Herbel.  ubi  tap.  in  axt.' Meaviab.  Cute, 
Abu'lFahaj,  ubi  fup,  p.  ig4.  Diohvs.  Telmareks.  Ebk 
Arraheb,  cc  Abu'l  Walid,  apud  Jori;ph.  Simon.  Affem.  inBi- 
b'ioih.  oriept.  torn.  ii.  p.  103,  104.  ut  ct  iple  Joseph.  Smon. 
Ai.fcMAN.  ibid  EuN  Shohnah,  Khokdemlr.&c.  1  Ast) 

Jaafar  Al  Tabar,  et  Al  Ma  kin,  ubi  fup.  p.  48,  <9,  EutychI 
Vbi  fup.  p.  360,  361.  CHerbel.  Bibhoth.  orient-  pi>lC 
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•'  him,  made  him  Khali/,  extended  his  domintonE,  anddU- 
**  bUfbcd  him.  He  lived  his  appointed  time,  and  God  took 
"  him  to  his  mercy.  He  lived  beloved,  and  died  pure  and 
*^  innocent.  Fuewelt.  Take  care  not  to  fuSci  Ihftiny 
**  jlkfaliab  Ebn  Attw,  and  Ab^aUab  Ehn  Zebeir^  to  deviate  in 
**  the  leaft  from  the  inauguration."     Upon  the  arrival  of  this  > 

letter,  MH^alid  confulted  Merwan  Ehn  AlHaktm  about  the 
contents  of  it,  which  he  immediately  communicated  to  him. 
Mtrwm  advifed  him  to  tender  the  perfons  therein  mentioned 
Che  oath  of  fidelity  to  Texid,  before  they  were  apprized  of  the 
KbaSfi  death ;  and,  upon  tbeir  rcfuJal  to  uke  it,  to  order 
their  beads  to  be  cut  off.  jfi  ff^alid^  therefore,  according  to 
Abulftda^  fent  for  jf/«//m  to  his  houfe,  informed  him  of  ^00- 
tuiyab'a  death,  and  invited  him  to  recognize  the  authority  of 
the  new  Khaltf.  Hoftm  ^nfwercd,  that  men  of  his  diflinc- 
tkm  did  not  ujually  do  things  of  that  nature  in  private ;  that 
be  did  not  exped  to  have  had  fucb  a  thing  propofed  to  him ; 
and  that  he  thought  fuch  a  declaration  as  was  required  of  hioi 
Might  to  be  made  in  the  moft  public  manner.  Merwan^  who 
was  prefcnt,  plainly  faw  that  the  anfwer  was  evaflva ;  nor 
was  the  governor  ignorant  of  this ;  and  therefore  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that ^//^a/zi/ either  ought  to  oblige  Hefeiatahe 
explicit  on  this  occafion,  or  to  RriiJc  his  head  off  upon  the 
fpot.  Thisv//^^/i(/refufing  todo^  Hcfiin,  after  he  had  re- 
proached Mervjdtt  for  his  advice,  hy  the  afliftance  of  fome 
friends  and  domeftics  he  had  pofted  at  the  governor's  door, 
dcaped  to  his  own  houfe.  Merwan  then  cenfuting  JltVaUd 
for  permitting  Heftin  to  retire,  the  governor  told  him,  that 
he  was  very  eafy  in  his  prcfent  lituation ;  and  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  a  very  criminal  a^on  to  fpill  the  blood  of  Ho- 
fiiit.  After  this,  AI  WaVid  fent  for  jfbSallab  Ebn  Zrf«V,  in 
order  to  make  the  fame  propofal  to  him  that  he  had  before 
done  to  Heft'm.  But  Abttaliah  deferred,  under  various  pre- 
tences, waiting  upon  him  for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours  ; 
at  the  end  of  which,  with  his  family,  and  his  brother  faa- 
far,  he  made  his  efcape  to  Mtcca.  M  iVaiid  fent  a  party  of 
horfe  in  purfuit  of  him,  hut  without  effect.  In  the  mean 
time,  Hofiin,  by  the  advice  of  his  brother  Mobammtd  Hsni- 
pjaby  made  fecret  preparations  to  follow  him,  with  his  family ; 
which  he  at  lafl  found  means  to  do.  However,  Egypt^  SyrtOy 
Mtfopatamia,  Pirfia,  a^d,  in  fine,  all  t\itMojkm  dominions, 
except  the  cities  of  Mecca  and  AlidinOy  and  part  of  Irak,  dc- 
clared  in  favour  of  Tezid.  Notwithftand in e  which,  the  people 
of  Cafa^  receiving  advice  of  Hoftin  and  ^SaUah's  efcape  to 
Mecca,  invited  the  former  to  Cufa,  and  promiTcd  to  fupport 
him  in  any  war  he  fhotdd  undertake  againft  Tczid.  He, 
(bf  refore,  difpatched  to  %hem  his  coviio  M((Jim  Eba  Okail,  t? 

whom^ 
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whom,  as  H»fii)fs  reprelbitxtive,  they  tdok  the  oMh  of  al- 
Itgisnce.     IVsiiTs  mother,  according  to  .i/'^«  Jtafar  MXir^- 
bariy  was  Kaifwi  Bim  Bsh^l^  or,  as  Eutyebivs  wiU  have 
it,  Mifua  Bint  Yabdak^  of  the  tribe  of  Caih  ". 
ThtptHl*      The  new  AiWi/being  informed  hyMerwdn  nfMlf^aUd^ 
^C&n     indolent,  not  to  (ay  treachetrom, condu^,  dtfmiHed  him  from 
inlartftfi^^  government  of  Mt^na,  and  fubftituted  AmruEbn  Saeti, 
HoTein.     ^^^  commandant  ai Mtcca^  in  his  room. ,  Amru^  who  was 
a' very  prond  man,  fooo  after  he  had  taken  poiTdEon  of  his 
poft,  detached  Anur  Ehn  Zaieir  with  a  body  of  troops  agai  n  A- 
h'ia  brother  Jbitalith,  whom  he  mortally  hated.     Ab^alialf. 
engaged  Amtr  in  the  field,  routed  him,  and  put  him  in  pti- 
foB,  where  he  kept  him  confined  till  his  death.     This  viSory 
procured  Abd'aiiah  no  fmall  refpcft  from  the  people  of  A&- 
£na,  who  fecmed  now  greatly  prejudiced  in  his  bvour.  How- 
ever, Hffiir^s  fuperior  intcrell  amongfl  them  rendered  him  ia- 
ca[nble  of  afptring,  by  their  afliflance,  to  the  KMifal  him- 
f«!f.     Befidcs,  Htjein  was  fupportcd  by  the  forces  of  Irak^ 
who  ftill  retained  a  vaft  veneration  for  the  memory  of  his  fti- 
iher  AUf  and  confidered  the  govemmcnt  of  Moamiyab  as  x. 
downright  ufurpatton.     The  dtiacns  of  Cifa  had  a^ually  de- 
dared  for  him,  as  has  been  already  obferved;  and  were  at 
tbit  very  jun^ure  prclEng  him  to  honour  them  with  his  pre- 
fcnce.     adejUm  h»d,  with  great  difficulty,  traverfcd  part  of 
the  defarts  of  Ir&k^  in  order  to  come  at  them ;  but,  upon  )it» 
anival  at  their  chy,  the  reception  tbcy  gave  him  made  him 
ample  amends  for  the  hardfliips  he  had  fuflaincd.     They  not 
only  came  to  a  rdblution  to  fpend  all  their  blood  and  trcafure 
in  fupport  of //g/Wx's  jufl  pretenfiom,  but  determined  like- 
wife  to  enter  imincdiately  upon  a^on  wiih  an  army  of  1 8000 
men.     And  what  crowned  ^1  was,  that  the  affairs  concerted 
between  them  and  Mtjltm  were  carried  on  with  fo  much  fe- 
crecy,  that  M.Hetman^  T'nuJ'3  lieutenant,  himfelf  was  a  Gran- 
ger to  their  delibcrationi.     Jn  the  mean  time,  fJafiiH  receiv- 
ing advice  of  the  happy  fituation  of  his  affairs  at  Cu/b,  made 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  his  departure  from  Metca,  in  ordei 
to  let  out  upon  his  journey  for  the  former  city  >, 
Yezid  n-      Al  Nooman  being  informed  at  hH  of  the  Aeps  that  had 
movti        been  t^Uien  in  favour  of  Ha/eia,  and  roufed  out  of  his  lethargy, 
Al  No-     tBade  a  fpeech  to  die  people ;  wherein  he  exhorted  ihctn  to 
oman/r-Mf  avoid  all  occaficm  of  ffrifc  and  contention.     He  told  them, 
^"  £''      that  he  would  take  up  no  coau  upon  fufpicion,  however  fliong 

•/"Cufa.        "  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  et  At  Makik,  ubi  fop.  p.  yo. 
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circnmftvicts  might  appear  againff  him,  nor  be  the^grellbif 
in  any  Ibape  whatfoevcr,  unfefs  he  ftould  be  forced'  to  »a 
ccoitrary  to  h'tt  inclination  by  Tome  grcrft  infult  ofterei  to  hb 
perfon.  But  he  fwore  by  that  Gon  befidej  whom  there-  b  no 
-  other,  that,  if  they  revolted  from  their /wiJm,  hewoiddfigb< 
aa  long  as  he  could  held  his  fvoKl  in  his  h^nd.  Upon  whtcti, 
one  of  tbofe  that  flood  by  told  him,  that  the  prcfcnt  conjunc- 
ture did  not  (o  much  require  words  as  a£iion ;  and  diat  he 
talked  like  one  of  the  weak  onei;  To  which  he  replied,  tfiac 
"  he  would  rather  be  one  of  the  weaie  ones  in  obedience  to 
**  God,  than  one  of  the  fttong  onA  in  rebelling  againft 
••  him."  This  inafHve  condud  not  pleafm?  Teztdf  he  re-  " 
moved  /^Neamati  fixjm  his  poft,  and  annexed  «ie  governmtnf 
aiCufa  to  that  of  Bafra,  in  favour  of  Obei^allah,  the  fon  of 
Zijad,  to  whom  Ynid  had  been  reconciled  by  the  interpofi*' 
fion  of  Sarihun  Ebu  Msamyah;  he  having  before  conceivc<f 
a  difltke  to  htm,  on  account  of  his  fkther  Ziyad^  v^o  had- 
refiifed  to  concur  withihofe  who  had  nominated  him,  to  the 
fiKceffion  in  his  father's  lifc-iime.  AlNeaman,  otj^  Nbaman, 
a  he  is  called  by  Ahu  yaafar,  was  the  (on  of  Ba0ar,  a-cirizen 
of  Mtdrna^  and  a  man  of  too  indolent  a  temper  to  fuflairtthe' 
weighty  office  of  commandant  of  CSfa  at  this  junfibj'e,  whcir 
raon  of  the  citizens  in  reality  were  diraffe^eo  to  TnSid ;  and 
therefore  this  was  a  fulKcicnt  reafon  for  removing  bint  fronr 
that  poffc  But  as  he  belonged  to  a  city  that  bore  an  impla^ 
aUe  hatred  to  the  houfo  of  Ommijab^  'tis  not  improbable 
that  rtle  Jr&»/(/"might  have  had  feme  canfe  to  fufpcA  his  inte-- 
grih  i  which  if  we  adhilt,  this  muft  have  bein  an  addltiodal' 
reafon  for  his  difiniffion.  Be  that  as  it  will,  tiie  itt^Kbaltf, 
if  we  wil!  bdiere  Midftda^  upon  his  firft  accefflon  to-  the* 
throne,  kept  ill  his  facer's  officers  and  lieutenants  in  the* 
places  that  had  been  afligned  them  ;  and  had  nothing  lAorc 
at  heart  than  an  attempt  to  win  over  thofe  who  had  alwayr 
<^)pofcd  his  intereft  by  gentle  means.  In  confcquence  of 
which  difpolition,  he  refolved,  if  the  condud  of  the  honfe  of 
N&fikm  did  not  oblige  him  to  deviate  from  the  plan  he  had  laid 
dbwn,  to  have  tecourfe  only,  for  the  reuniting  the  divided 
members  of  the  ArtA  nation,  to  methods  of  lenity  and  per- 
fnalion  "■' 

Obeid'allah  was  received  by  the  people  of  C^fa,  at  hisMoflem 
firfl  appearance  amongfl  them,  with  atl  poflible  demonlfarationsuny  Hani 
of  joy ;  which  was  owing  to  a  black  turbant  he  had  upon  his  txiciaii. 
head,  rcfcmbling  th^  which  Hefitn  ufiially  wore.     As  he, 
therefore,  entered  the  town  in  the  evening,  they  miftook  him 

■.  MS.  Hont.  etAauLTED.  uhi  fap.   htvlhsrkt.  AhTh' 
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for  Hafein,  of  whofe  arrival  they  were  in  hourly  expeAation. 
But  they  were  extremely  mbrtined,  when  they  difcoveied  this 
ftranger  to  be  the  Emir  Obiufallah;  who  went  immediately 
to  the  apanments  fitted  up  for  him  in  the  cafflc,  attended  only 
by  an  efcortc  of  Seventeen  horie.  The  firft  object  of  his  de- 
liberations was  the  exdnflion  of  the  prefent  feditlon,  but  too 
vifibJc  to  him,  that  had  been  excited  in  the  city  by  MoJUm. 
In  order  to  which,  he  commanded  a  trufty  fervant  to  dilguile 
himfcif,  and  to  perfonate  a  ftranger  come  out  of  Syria  to  fee 
the  inauguration  of  Hofiin ;  that  he  might  gain  admiiHon  into 
MeJUm's  houfe,  by  his  addrefs  infmuate  himfelf  into  that  of- 
£cec's  confidence,  and  by  this  meani  penetrate  all  his  coun- 
cils. Which  having  done,  he  made  a  faithful  report  of  what 
he  hid  learned  to  his  mailer.  In  the  mean  time,  Afefiem 
lodged  at  one  SheriJi's  houTc,  to  which  he  had  removed  trom 
Hani's,  where  he  had  taken  up  his  quarters  at  his  fiiA  coming 
to  town.  ObeiJ'aUab  having  been  let  into  all  the  fecrets  <n 
'  the  adverfe  party  by  his  fervant,  Tent  a  meflenger  to  Sbarik, 
who  was  one  of  the  grand  Omtra'sy  to  inform  him,  that  he 
intended  him  a  vifit  on  a  certain  day,  which  he  named.  5^- 
rik  being  apprized  of  this»  tho'  he  was  then  Tick,  immedi- 
ately came  to  a  rclblution  to  receive  him,  and  to  place  Maf- 
itm  in  a  comer  of  the  room,  that  he  might  deflroy  him,  upon 
a  r^nal  given.  The  vifit  was  accordingly  made,  and  Mafitm 
haoa  proper  place  aHigned  him,  for  the  purpofe  above-men- 
tioned \  but  bis  heart  failing  him,  ObtiiaUab  efcaped,  and 
Sharii  died  three  days  after.  As  for  Hem,  in  whole  bouie 
Mcjitm  at  firft  had  lodged,  and  who  attended  the  new  go- 
vernor in  the  aforefaid  vifit,  upon  fearching  the  regillers,  he 
was  found  to  be  ab  old  oSender,  and  one  that  bad  before  op- 
pofed  Ohitfaliabi  wherefore  he  was  conduced,  by  fame  of 
the  Omere^s,  at  the  governor's  command,  to  the  callle. 
Upon  his  arrival  there,  ObciSaUah  afked  him  where  MoJUm 
was,  and  how  be  came  formerly  to  admit  him  into  his  houfe  ? 
Hani,  after  he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  deny  the  fa£t  laid 
to  his  charge,  anfwered,  that  McJUm  forced  himfelf  into  his 
houfe,  and  did  not  come  thither  by  his  invitation.  Obti^ 
daUah  then  commanded  this  prevaricator  Co  produce  him  ; 
who  inllantly  replied,  that  if  he  was  under  his  feet,  he  would 
not  take  them  olF from  him.  This  fo  exafperated  QhiHalleby 
that  he  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  face  with  his  mace,  which 
broke  his  nofe ;  upon  which,  Hani  attempted  to  fhatch  a 
fword  from  one  of  the  guards,  but  was  prevented,  and  the 
governor  ordered  him  to  be  clofely  confined  in  a  room  of  the 
caflle  that  had  been  prepared  for  his  reception.  The  news  of 
this  event  Toon  readied  the  ears  of  Mijlim,  who  thereupon 
mounted  tui  hotfe,  alTembted  a  body  of  4000  meot  and  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  invcfted  the  caftle.  This  at  firft  (iO^nttA  Ohei- 
ttallah,  tho'  he  Toon  recovered  himfelf,  and  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  people ;  wherein  he  uled  a  great  variety  of  arguments  to 
^iQiiade  thnn  from  withdrawing  their  ^tegiance  from  the 
KhaKf.  This  prodiiced  the  defired  effea ;  infOmuch  that  aH 
Mojltm'%  followers,  except  about  dwrty,  gradually  defcirted 
him.  He,  therefore,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  city; 
which,'  by  the  favour  of  the  night,  he  did,  and  made  his 
efcape  to  a  litdc  cottage,  belonging  to  an  old  woman,  in  a 
field  at  a  little  dilbnce  from  Cufa.  However,  her  fon,  ia 
hopes  of  meeting  with  the  reward  promifed  by  the  governor 
to  the  perfon  who  fhould  give  any  intdligence  of  him,  dif- 
covered  to  ObeiiaUah  die  place  of  his  repeat ;  who  there- 
upon fent  a  detachment  of  eighty  horfe  to  feizc  him.  Msf- 
km  for  feme  time  made  a  gallant  defence,  and  thrice  cleared 
the  houfe  of  them ;  bat  being  at  laft  overpowered  by  tium^ 
'bers,  and  grievouJly  wounded  in  feveral  places,  both  his  lipa 
particularly  being  almoft  cut  to  pieces,  he  was  feized,  dif- 
armed,  and  carried  bound  upon  his  own  mule  to  C&fa'.  One 
of  the  governor's  men  perceiving  him'tofhed  tears,  told  him, 
that  it  did  not  become  a  man  imbarked  In  fo  great  an  under- 
taking to  weep.  Mefltm  replied,  that  he  wept  not  ior  him- 
felf, but  for  Hgftin  and  his  family,  who  were  then,  as  he  ap- 
prdiended,  on  the  road  to  CUfa.  After  which,  turning  to 
siebamtntd  Bin  Al  JJhat^  he  delircd  him  to  acquaint  Ht/iik 
with  bis  bad  fuccefs,  and  intreat  him,  if  upon  his  journey,  t<k 
return  to  Mecte.  This  Mahermnti  not  only  promifed  to  4)0, 
but  likewife  adualty  fent  an  exprefs  to  Hejeirij  to  hinder  him 
firtmi  advancing  to  CUfa;  tho'the  perlbn  employed. on  diis 
occafion  never  came  near  him.  .When  AfoJUm  arrived  at  the 
caftle,  he  afked  for  a  draught  of  water;  but  one  of  the  men 
there  told  him,  he  fliould  have  nothing  to  t]uench  his  thirft, 
till  he  diank  the  Hamim,  or  boiling  liquor  that  the  Mebam^ 
tntdans  pretend  the  damned  Ihall  drink  in  hell.  When 
Ohti^aiiab  appeared,  MnjUm  refilled  to  falute  him  ;  faying, 
he  fboutd  ferve  Ynii  himfelf  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  were 
prefent,  unlels  he  would  promife  him  a  pardon.  The  go- 
vernor then  upbraided  him  with  coming  to  C^a;  in  order  to 
low  the  fEcdi  of  diflenfion  amongfl  a  people  who  were  per- 
fedly  well  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  adminifbation.  Mofltm 
refolutely  anfwered,  "  That  ia  abfolutely  falfc.  The  people 
**  of  this  province  know  very  well,  that  your  lather  Ziju^ 
'*  inhumanly  butchered  their  principal  men,  and  exercifol  a 
*'  tyranny  over  them  more  intolerable  than  that  of  the  worfl 
-  •*  of  the  Khtfru't^  or  the  Cdfan :  whereas  our  intention  is 
"togox'em  them  with  jullice  and  moderation,  and  appeal 
*'  to  the  detcmiRatkui  of  the  book."  Otiid'eilah  then  called 
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JlijntD^tsailKproAcbo^jiimwdtKdctnlcipgof  winett  d^*- 
^Vi  which  he  dewed  in  the  ibo^c^  terms.  Perceivifig 
$hat  be  WAS  to  bll  a  facrrficc  to  (he  gov^fpoi's  rclentittent,  be 
-le|c  ;Qne  of  his  frieji^s  700  JiiidrSj  to  Cake  c^e  of  his  bo^, 
fm^  to  hinder  Hefim  (mm  approaching  Cuf"-  Afu:i  whic^ 
tHs^waA  beheaded  on  thetopof  the  c^le,  as  Hanivtas  in  tfce 
fyfit.  .Both  of  tiieir  b«ads  vnerc  Tent  for  a  prefent  to  Jasud, 
fftgtsber  '^Vith  a  letter  .containing  aa  account  of  tbeir  crime* 
Md  Uie  Airciiniftan^as  attending  ^^irexec-ution;  which  lia{»- 
fmcid  ,oo)the  Sch'jday.of  tbc  month  of  Dhu'^ja,  "m  the  60^ 
■jKV  of  dke  Stfra,  With  regard  lo-the  coijedion  of  rep- 
4)^1  or  ^if  ^  records^  4b  kta  called  in  Scripture,  abovc- 
■MKntioned,  :we  ahiA  ib^  Jeave  to  obferve*  that  the  antisnt 
iVry^Mf,  to  whom  the  province  of /r^^ainwhichGi^  is 
fituatedt  »]^rtMne4,  pcaferved  tbe  nvtoafHy-  of  the  priocipol 
4iwrt»xrf' .their  flaie«y<iy  year,  and  menavery  day,  in  a  fixt 
iDf  I  annate  mi  ^mtils,  which  ftH'Rted  that  cotlfSion,  as4 
4M6re  TBcitcd  in  oKin  of  time  as  they  happened,  as  may  be 
inferred  from  facred  and'profane  authors.  In  thefe  annali  a«d 
joUmals  the  names  of -the  benefactor*  lo  the  pi^lic,  as  well 
«G  of  ;iiulcfadora,  were  uiferted,  both  amwtgft  the  P/r&np 
flnd .  the  Hides.  I^is  moft  clearly  appears  from  HtrtdtUa, 
^irtefiiiJei,  and  JafeplmSf  ju  well  as  froei  fcveral  pafiages  rf 
£cri^ture.  'Tis  ooiwoqdet,  therefore,  tbat^he  f^^e  cttfloai 
Awuld  prevail  in  chc  4tm«of  Yerid.xTooa^  foqic  of  the  de- 
So^taxa  of  fhole  anticvit  natieiis.  The  df^achment  lent  by 
^ei/taUab  to  leize  Mafiem  M  the  old  woman's  cottage,  and 
codtbtfi  him  to  C&fa^  «DflSfted  of  1000  horie.  nocwithftand- 
ing  iriiat  has  been  advanced  to  the  contury  by  an  Arak  au- 
thor^teve  referred  to,  according  ta  Abu'l-Fataj  ". 
Holeiii  *  Tub  favourable  adricea-he  had  received  from  MtJUm,  to* 
fill  aut  far  ^aibia  wiith  theeamefl  andrepeatod  fotlicttations  of  theCUr 
Cafik  fma^  whs  had  fcnt  him  a  lift  of  14.0,000  men  that  were 
XC«Iy  to.obey^bisnrders,  induced  Ha^'in  Do  think  of  fettiog 
put  direfiiy  for  Cifa,  The  wifeft  of  his  friends,  however, 
confidered  Ais  as  a  ^ofpcrate  enterprize,  and  therefore  en* 
dcavound  to  diiTuade  him  from  it.  Abttalldh  Ebn  Abias,  ia 
(utdcdar,  toM  him,  dut  as  d>e  Emr  Obti^allalfi  forces  had 
tbcprt^MT  poAs  affigned  tbem  for  the  defence  of  the  coumiTt 
•mt  as  the  C^am  at  bell  only  had  invited  htm  to  a  war,  m 
srfaidi  tfaey  would  probably  defert  faitn,'he  oi^ht  by  no^meoni 
to  imbotk  in  fo  perilous. an  undertaking.  Abd'aUah  Ehn  7.0- 
htir  oUb  endean'oiiied  to  prevail  upon  him  to  lay  alide  his  de* 

■■.U8.H11nt.01nn.49e.iaBibI.B0dI. Own. Eza.vi.  i.Eitb. 
vi.i.x.a.  HaaoDOT.  )ib.Tiii.  c.  8;.  TnticvDinJib.  i.  }oitPn. 
fntigi^iit.  lM)..xi.  c.  6.  Grig.  AsuVFAaajf  ubifitp.  p.  195. 
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£g;Dt  ttio'  in  a  moie  faint  ^d  languid  mannoTj'  he  beiag  4 
reality  rather  deTuous  of  preoipitatiag  him  into  dan^rs,  thaa 
of  delivering  him  from  them ;  iincc,  in  cafe  of  Hoftm's  death, 
he  tbot^ht  he  mi^,  with  the  greater  e^,  afpire  to  the 
Kbt^at^TeStM.  But  i^e^tt.fiill  pcrfifitng  in  his  formet  re^ 
{bhitioQ,  Jb^aUab  £bn.Mihdi,  ^ho  ba4  a  raofi  iuicere  and 
cordial  re^wd  for  htm,  reprejTQnepd  to  him,  that  if  he  wm 
fixed  in  bis  intention  of  entering  iijtp  a  war  againft  Ttzidy  be 
01^  to  itay  till  his  Friea^s  at  Ciifa  had  di^tucbed  the  new 
gDvenwr  impofcd  upon  tbem  by  the  pretended  KJMljfy  and 
iheii  either  join  tbem,  or  letiie  to  fome  place  of  Ihength  m 
HejoK;  that*  in  the  mean  time,  he  Ihotdd  write  ckcular  let- 
ten  to  his  friends,  defiriDgthcin  to  aTcmhlc  their  forcu  with 
all  poffil'k  expedition,  and  not  fufior  any  part  of  the  fcheme 
he  had  formed  to  traofpirci  and  that  at.leaft,  if  nodlins 
oauU  dtyeit  him  fiwin  appeartqg  ii^HnedtatcIy  at  the  head  « 
the  Cufatnty  be  ought  n»t  tocntertain  any  -thoughts  oi  takiny 
his  wives  and  duldf^en  along  with  him,  left,  he  ibotdd  oiAQt 
with  .tbc  fate  of  Ot&nwt,  who  was  'P^HTdcfed  in  his  family'* 
fight.  Befides,  added  he*  your  depanvie  from  Aiccat  at  thu 
juo^ure,  cfpedaUy  if  you  leave  him  behind  you,  will  givp 
iiSaitc  pletbiK  w  Jifttiilioh  £tn  Ztbtir,,  who  wilbes  for  your 
death*  in  order  to  dlTpute  himfelf  the  Khallfal  with  Ytiu4. 
But  Ht^^nn  Aill  peeving. inflexible,  Ak^^hh  Ebn  Abkas  le^ 
jiifn,  andtofd  Ehn  Zateir,  whom  tte  met  (ofta.  after,  that  b^ 
btd  no  reafon  to  be  fed,  Unce ,//*/«>,  faurried-hy  his  deflin;, 
wv  obliinately  bcDt  upon  his  own  d^rti^ion.  Njiy,  th^ 
the  fame  Ein  Mhoi  fat  up  with  him  afterwards  a  n4icjc-ni^l^ 
in«idcr  toprevail  upon  him  to  remnnati1ij!waialiaIe.looge^ 
and  at  leaft  till  his  troops  were  leady  to  enixr  upon  a&on,  be 
could  make-no  impteflign  upon  bim.  ^i^>,, therefore,  with 
bis  funily,  and  fome  other  attepda^lts,  .fet  out  from  Mium 
either  on  the  Sth  of  Dht^lbajjay  the  very  day  on  which  Mtf- 
itm  and  Hani  were  -executed  at  C«/ir,  of  which  He/tin  had 
not  jet  received  advice,  or  the  day  before}  as  we  learn  iroip 
an  anonymous  oriental  hiftonan°. 

The  Emir  OhtvPaBah,  being  appriecd  of  Haftii^s  ap-Obeid'al> 
proacb,  detached  Hatra  Ebn  Tesiidy  of  Uve  tribe  aiTtjnmak,  lah^K^ 
with  1000  horfe,  to  meet  him  on  the  road,  andcondu^  him,°^«^^ 
-1^  all  the  people  attending  him,  to  C£fa,    Harrsy  who  was  '"9* 
"  "  ,  advaac   "       •     ■      ■    -~~—' 


hr  from  being  an  enemy  to  Hojiiiif  advanced  at  the  head  d'^^fi 
bis  troops  to  AJhiraf-y  andj  when  Hvfiin  came  up,  impjufed      * 
to  him  the  orden  he  bad  received.    Ht/tin  at  firu  attempted 
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^  to  engage  Harro  dire^y  in  his  intercft ;  but  finding  this  iat* 

praflicable,  he  faid,  he  would  die  rather  than  fufFer  thofe  or- 
ders to  be  put  in  execution ;  and  cominanded  his  men  inftantl^ 
to  continue  their  march.  But  this  Harro  oppolcd  ;  whic^ 
provoked  Ho/em  to  curfe  him  in  the  following  tcnns,  praty 
frequently  ufed  amongft  the  Arabi,  May  your  mttotr  0^ 
thiuiifs  of  yau  !  This  not  a  little  exafperatcd  flijrM;  who, 
neverthdefs,  only  replied,  "  If  any  other  perfon  had  tr^ted 
**  me  as  you  have  done,  I  fhould  not  have  foiled  recritninat- 
*'  ing ;  but  there  is  no  room  to  fpealc  of  your  mother  without 
*'  the  highcft  refpeft."  Then  ordering  his  men  to  retrciU,  he 
•  told  Hofarit  that  he  was  not  commanded  to  fight  him,  but  only 
to  conduS  him  to  Ciifa ;  adding,  that  if  he  thought  fit  either 
-to  go  to  Medina,  or  talce  any  other  road  that  did  not  lead  di- 
■  re^y  to  Cufa,  he  fbould  meet  with  no  opposition  from  him. 

Nay,  he  ventured  farther  to  aflitre  him,  diat  if  he  could  af- 
femble  a  body  of  troops  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  fall  apoa 
QbtliallaHh  forces,  and  not  fuffer  himfdf  to  be  attaclced  fiift 
by  that  commander,  he  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  in  a  foir  way 
of  carrying  his  point.  After  whidi,  H»fi'm  moved  towards 
Kadejia,  famous  for  the  bloody  batije  fought  there  between 
the  Arabs  and  the  Ptrfiam^  and  was  aco^ed  at  A^  by  a 
fihall  party  of  four  hoffc ;  whofc  guide  Tbirmah  informed  bim, 
(hat  die  noblefle  of  CUfa  were  refolved  to  oppofe  him  ;  and 
that  tho'  the  reft  of  the  Cufatu  were  his  friends,  to-moirow 
their  fwords  would  all  he  drawn  againft  him.  He  alfo  afliired 
^im,  that  his  meflcnger  Kaiif  who  had  been  fent  before  to  iH- 
pofe  the  Ctifara  to  give  him  a  good  reception,  had  been 
Arown  down  headlong  from  the  top  of  the  cafUe,  for  curiiog 
ObeiJ'aKah,  and  his  father  Ziy^i  when  he  was  commanded 
by  the  former  to  curfe  All  and  Heftin.  This  news  gready  «f- 
'fe£led  Hofeia ;  upon  which,  Thirmah  oSercd  to  condud  him 
to  mount  Aja,  a  place  impregnable  by  its  lituation,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Najd^  and  even  to  attempt  aflembling  a  body  of  tea 
thoufand  men,  of  the  tribe  of  T<ry,  to  fuppoit  him.  But  Ho- 
fiin  flill  pcrfifling  in  his  refolution  of  advancing  towards  £»- 
defia  and  Ninevehy  Tbirmah  took  his  leave  of  htm,  and,  with 
the  ifbur  horfe  he  was  condudHng,  continued  his  rout.  The 
next  day  Ho/eint  with  Harro,  who  ftilt  attended  him,  arrived 
at  Nhxvthj  a  town  difUnt  from  the  antient  city  going  under 
the  fame  name,  which  flood  on  the  eaflern  bank  of  the  77- 
griu  Here  Harre  met  with  an  exprefs,  who  brought  him 
«i  order  from  Obeiiatiah  to  prevent  Hofein  from  pofleffing 
himfelf  of  any  fortified  town,  or  place  of  ftrength,  before 
the  arrival  of  his  forces.  This  order  came  to  hand  on  Friday 
die  fecond  day  of  the  month  Al  Maharram,  in  the  6ift  year 
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year  of  tb^  l^r^i  aiHl  iiit  ncM^aiy  Amer £in  Saad,  having' 
received  advice  of  Hafein's  approach,  appeared  with  a  body 
of  4000  men,  who  had  for  faipc  time  pilchwl  their  tents 
without  the  walls  of  Cu/ii.  Tbofc  troops  were  upon  the  point 
oi  marching  to  Diylam  \  but  ,ss  the  partifaHs  of  the  houfe  of.  .. .  ; 
Hafiitm  be^  now  to  be  in 'motion,  Obeld'aUah  commanded  ^ 
^/n«r  to  lead  them  againflfio/fM.  This,  for  fome  time,  at  the. 
inftigation  of , his  nephew  and  othprs,  ^m^- refufed  to  do ;  but 
at  laft,  t>ung Intimidated  by  Qi>tie[aUah'%  menaces,  he  moved 
with  ail  ^  forcn  to  Ktrhm-,  where  Htfiin  was  at  that  time, 
pofted.  Hers  hs  was  joined- h}r//arr«. with  looo  hoife;  fo 
-that,  after  thip  junction,  the  Mejkvt  troops  defined  to  a^- 
•gainll  /Jo/iin  amounted  to  50oo-mcn.  However^  before  the', 
commencement  of  holHlities,  feveral  mcflagcs  pal^d  between 
Amtr  and  Hafiin-^  when  the  latter  finding  his  affairs  in  a  de«. 
fperalc  lituation,  and  that  the  Cufans  had  deferted  him,  of-, 
fered  to  return  home,  if  Uteid'.allab  would  permit  him.  Up-; 
on  this,  jtirur  wrote  to  the  governor,  and  acquainted  hini' 
with  the  overture  made  by  Hoftia  \  but  received  for  anfwer,- 
that  no  propofal  from  l]im  woi^d  be  liilened  to,  till  he  had  ac-. 
IcDOwlcdged  T^d  to  be  the  true  and  lawful  emperor  of  th«; 
^thful.  At  the  fame  time,  Oteid'allab  commanded  /fmer 
Ebn  Saad  Mia  Ait  Wakkat  to  citf  off  all  communication  be- 
tween Htfiin's  camp  and  thq  S^uphratis^  or  rather  thofe 
branches  of  it  called  by  A^u'l-Faraj  the  rivers  of  Kirbela  ;, 
that  by  this  means  be  might  ottlige  him  to  furrendcr  lo  the, 
Khalif's  foijces,  without  any  eiFufion  of  Majlim  blood.  In 
^lefe  calaipitous  ^ircumflances,  Hafein  and  Amer,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  the.f<viner,  held  a  conference  l^etween  the  two  ar- 
mies; each  qf  ,them  being  .attended  by  an  efcorte  of  twenty 
horfe.  lo  Ujis  conference,  Hoftin  defired  to  be  permitted 
either  to  accommodate  matters  in  perfon  with  Tezid,  or  to 
return  into  Arabia,  or,  laftiy,  to  ccmmand  fome  r^note  ga- 
rifoii  in  Kharajan,  where  he  might  diftinguifh  himfelf  againft, 
the  Turii.  But  Obeid'allab,  was  difTuaded  from  accepting  of 
any  of  tbefe  conditions  by  ShamcrEliitDbu'ijtycuj^fWhoicTU'^ 
pled' not  to  accufc  y^wwr  of  carrying  on  a  dandeltine  negotia- 
tion with  Hofein;  though  the  governor  at  firft  dilcovered  no 
repugnancy  to  an  accommodation.  According  to  a  tradition, 
mentioned  by  yiuOtkUy,  dio'  he  names  not  the  author  of  it,- 
Hoftin  begged  he  might  cither  have  leave  to  return  to  the  placs 
from  whence  he  came,  or  be  permitted  to  found  the  people  of 
Iraky  in  order  to  difcover  whether  they  had  really  any  inten- 
tion of  declaring  for  him.  Be  that  as  it  will,  Obeid'alhh  would 
grant  neither  Htfeia,  nor  the  people  attending  him,  any 
icrms ;  pfiering  them  only  thU  alternative,  tithcr  to  fubmit 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  11.  G  ta 
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to  ttw  KbaJify  flc  leave  ibe  pmnt  in  dirpute  to  dw  decifion  of 

the  IwM-d  P. 
Th*  hatlU  •  Obxid'allah  being  at  tins  time  fufficiently  ipprised  t^ 
•f  KcT'  the  leditious  difpofition  of  the  C&fatus,  was  refitted  te  brii^ 
Ml.  lAatters  to  an  eclairciflemcnt,  berorc  Htfim  adtanced  nearer 
to  the  gates  of  their  city.  He,  therefore,  lent  Shamery  upoo 
it'hoin  he  could  intirelj  depend,  with  a  body  of  5000  men, 
to  leinforce  the  troops  under  /fmtr;  whom  he  ordered  once 
more  to  aiLre  Htfehy  that  if  he  and  his  men  woi^  fubraie 
to  Ynai,  no  violence  fliould  be  ofi^ed  them  j  but  that  if 
they  refufed  fiich  fubmilSon,  they  ftiould  all  bo  put  to  the 
fword.  He  Itkewife  ordoed  Shemtr  to  firike  oS  Amir**  head, 
if  he  diicovered  any  rckiSance  to  an  engagement  with  Ht- 
/tin,  and  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  cwnmand  of  alt  the  forces. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  governor  offered  hii  protcdton  to  Ai- 
bat^  Aid'oUah,  Jaetfar^  and  Otbmaiti  four  of  JS'n  foni; 
which  thw  jefiitcd  to  accept;  faying,  that  the  fecuiity  of 
God  was  better  d)an  that  of  the  Ton  of  SetTiyahi  Bv  whidi 
appellation,  they  intended  to  fligmatize  Oteid'tUabi  nrti- 
mittng  thereby,  that  he  wits  the  Ion  of  one  of  Samyalft  baA- 
tkrds,  his  father  Zijad  having  been  ttic  fhnt  of  an  itlictt  com- 
nerce  between  that  ftrumpet  and  Abu  Sefidi.  Amer  hty'mg 
received  Obtifallal^i  ordere  by  Sfmmer,  together  with  a 
letter  fcvercly  reprimanding  him  for  not  attackitig  Htjim 
fboner,  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle,  and  advanced 
towards  the  enemy.  This  happening  after  evening-prayer, 
Haftin^  who,  with  his  brother  Aib&i^  was  then  in  nis  ten^ 
begged  a  (nice  till  the  foUowing  day ;  which  was  exCly 
granted  by  Amir. .  In  the  mean  time,  Hajaii't  IHler  viewed 
with  the  utmoft  horror  and  conftemation  her  bfothcr's  ap- 
proaching' fate.  She  was  quite  difconfblatc,  Attnted  away, 
and  difcovered  all  the  fym'ptoms  of  grief  and  delpair ;  dio* 
Hofiiit  di  j  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comfort  her.  He  en- 
deavoured alfo  to  calm  the  minds  of  his  men,  who  feemed 
then  to  be  under  the  mofl  dreadful  apprchenfions,  by  advifing 
them  to  retire  to  their  rcfpeftive  habitations.  This,  how- 
ever, they  could  by  no  means  be  induced  to  do,  moft  of 
them  being  determined  not  to  furvive  him.  But  notwith- 
fianding  the  ferment  they  were  in,  he  did  not  omit  making 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  his  defence.  He  ordered  all  the 
tents,  of  which  hb  camp  was  compofed,  to  be  f^ftcned  to 
one  another  with  rc^es  and  cords,  and  to  be  fortified  at  one 

'  MS.  Laud,  in  Bibl.  Bod),  OxoR.  nuin.  t6i.  Orbc.  AbdV 
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end  with  1  trench ;  fo  that  the  whole,  which  was  finlflwcl  ut 
the  night,  formed  a  fort  of  barricade.  Into  the  trench  he 
caufed  to  be  thrown  a  large  quanttiy  of  wood,  and  other 
combuftiblc  materials,  which  hu  men  fet  on  fire,  to  prevent 
their  bctngfiuTounded ;  fo  that  they  could  be  attaclced  only 
in  froDL  They  fpent  the  night  in  prayen  and  fupplicadoot, 
whilft  the  horfe  of  the  enemy's  guard  were  perpetually  moving- 
round  tbeoi.  The  neict  morning,  the  troops  on  both  fides  made 
fuch  movements,  as  are  for  the  moft  part  immediately  previous 
to  an  engagement.  Ho/tin  drew  up  his  fmall  army,  nhich, 
*cc(»rding  to  an  Jrab  writer  of  good  author!^,  conCHed  only 
of  thirty-two  horfe  and  fony  foot  (tho"  Abu  "Jaafar  mtkes' 
the  whole  number  to  have  amounted  to  fifty  horfe  and  an 
hundred  foot)  in  order  of  baide,  and  made  as  good  a  dilpo* 
fition  of  this  inconftderable  force,  as  the  nature  of  the  nound 
on  which  he  incamped,  and  the  fluvt  ^ace  of  time,  allowed 
)iim  to  do  it  in,  would  permit.  AnuTy «  bon  as  the  day  ap- 
peared, hiving  ranged  his  troops  in  battt^anay,  approached 
the  barricade,  in  oraer  to  b^in  the  attack ;  and  found  Ht~ 
fiin^  who  had  before  wafhed  and  perfumed  himfelf,  according 
to  the  Arab  cu&om,  wherein  he  was  followed  by  his  principu 
officers,  prepared  to  receive  him  in  a  proper  manner.  Upon 
tills  motion  of  Jmtr,  Hefttn  inRantly  mounted  his  horfe,  as 
did  his  fon  Ali,  laid  the  Koran  before  him,  and  eameflly  prefled 
the  foldieis  that  attended  him  to  a  performance  of  their  duty. 
This  drew  a  frclb  flood  of  tears  from  his  Hften  and  daugh* 
ters,  who  rent  the  air  with  their  lamentations ;  upon  which, 
he  fent  his  fon  AU^  and  his  brother  AbbSf,  to  pacify  and  ap- 
peafie  diem,  declaring,  that  he  would  die  in  the  field  of  batde 
latfwr  than  ren(Aincc  bit  right  in  fo  fenrile  a  manner  as  was 
required  of  him  to  any  tyrant  whatfoever.  Which  moving  fcena 
fo  afieded  Hetrt,  that  he  exprelfed  great  forrow  for  having  in- 
tercepted Hefeitty  immediately  joined  him  with  thirty  horfe,  and 
came  to  a  determination  to  die  with  him.  He  alfo  made  a  final 
effort  to  mollify  Anw^  but  without  ^e^ ;  that  general  atledg- 
ing,  that  the  exprefs  orders  be  haareceived  from  Ohti^allob 
would  not  permit  bim  to  follow  pacific  meafurei.  Upon  which* 
H*rrt  upbraided  him,  as  well  as  the  Ctifant  in  general,  with 
having  impofed  upon  HefeiHy  and  wiih  having  deprived  htm 
and  his  men  of  the  water  of  the  Eupbrales^  oi  which  Jrua't 
Cbrifiianty  and  Sabianif  were  permitted  to  drink,  and  In  which 
even  hoes  and  io^  were  fuffered  to  fport  thcmfelves.  An  ac- 
commodation, therefore,  being  impra^cable,  Sbcm*r  Ebn 
Dhtfljtynujh  began  the  attack,  and  fbowers  of  <  arrows  were  on 
both  lldes  dtfchai^^.  But  before  the  adion  became  general, 
jIbitaUah  Ebn  AmtTf  having  obtained  leave  dlHaJiin  to  fight' 
them,"  lulled  Ye^tr  and  Saltm^  two  of  Amej't  men,  in  fingle 
G  3  c»m- 
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cbmbat;  and  another  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  engage 
Htifemt  his  hotfe  threw  him,  dragged  him  with  his  left  foot 
in  thfe  ftirrup,  his  right  leg  having  been  cut  off  by  orie  of 
Hofjtn'i  men,  and  at  ]aft  dcftroyed  him,  by  dafliing  his  head 
a'gainlV  fonrre  ftones.'  Several  other  combats  Were  fought, 
wherein  He/tin's  men,  being  animated  by  dcfpair,  were  fupe- 
liar  tc  their  antagonlf^s  ;  whrcb  induced  Amer  to  order  his  fol- 
dters  to  defift  from  that  kind  of  engagement.  After  this* 
jfrnru  Ebn  Htjajy  who  commanded  ^e*  ri^t  wing,  cKsrged' 
Hofeln's  troops  with  great  fury,  crving  out  alond  to  the  &?"- 
fays,  "  BehaVff  with  bravery  agaihft  thofc  who  fepiratc  from 
*'  the  religion,  frbm  the  congregation,  and  from  the  Jmam." 
To  wifom  Hefiin,  with  great. coolncfsj  replied,  "  You  are 
•*■  the  frparatifts ;  when  your  fouls  have  taken  their  fli^t 
**  from  your  bodies,  you  will  know  which  of  us  defcrve  tieli- 
*'  fire  mofti'''  -^th\i  3.Va.A,  Mtjltm- Ebn  Aufajah,  the.firft 
that  fell  on  H^dn's  fide,  w»  killed,  after  he  had  behaved  with- 
nnparilleied  bravery.  Several  other  Arab  officers  likewife  at 
this  time  loft  their  lives-i  tboogh  tht  C^faat,  notwithihinding 
the  inequality  of  numbers,  were- not  al^e  to  make  themfeWes 
maiters  of  the  perfon  of  Hefoim  The  little  body  of  cavaliy 
that  fiirrounded  him  fufiained  the  Ihock  with  incredible  firm- 
nefs  and  intrepidity,  and  at  lafl  forced  the  enemy  to  tttire 
with  confiderabic  lofs  9. 
lYoIein  •  The  right  wing  thus  failing  in  its  attempt  upon  Htfiin^ 
diftated  Shamer,-  who  commanded  the  left,  fell  upon  the  Arab  cavalry 
and  micd.  with  fuch  Furjs  that  he  had  well  nigh  broke  them,  and  eveif 
penetrated  to  Htfein.  However,  he  was  at  laft  repulfed,  and 
obliged  to  fetid  to  Amtr  for  a  reinfoitement  of  500  apchen. 
Upon  the  arrival  of*  thefe  fuccours,  the  CSfant  under  Sba- 
mr  renev/ed  theattaek  upon  Hafein's  camp,  and  To  galled  his 
cavalry,  or  rathei'  their"  horfcs,  with  their  anows,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  difhiouat,  and  fight  on  foot.  Amo»gft  tha 
reft,  Horro  being  forced  to  abandon  his  horfe,  by  reafon  of 
a  Wound  he  had  received^ defended  himlVlf  with  his  fword  for 
a  confiderabic  time.'  ShaToer,- ftnAxno  hts  efibrts  hitheitoin- 
cl^£tua1,  refolved  to  deftroy  the  buricade ;  and  therefore 
lonimandeil  his  men- to  advance,  and  overthrow  the  tents 
that  formed  it.  But  they  met. with  fuch  a  warm  reception 
Jrom  the  troops  Which  defended  them,  that,  after  a  vigorous 
■aflion,  they  were  again  repulfed,  left  fevcral  of  then-  mca 
■dead  upon  the  fpot,.  and  were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  ta 
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a  precipitate  flight.  Sbamrr  then  attempted  to  fa  fift  to  7S>- 
Jein's  tent,  but  without  effefl;  the  /irais  driving  his  troops 
before  them,  and  forci^  them  to  abandon  the  camp  they  had 
attacked,  with  coofideiable  lofs.  The  battle  now  grew  hoi 
in  all  parts;  notuuthftandlng  which,  //isy^iv  porformcd  his  de- 
votions with  great  fervency,  faying  the  »oon-j}rayers  amongft 
^lepoor  remains  of  his  Ihatter'd  troQps,  tp  which  he  added 
that  of  Jtfir,  viihich  is  never-ufed  tut  in  cafes  of  the  laft  ex- 
tremity. TVie  fight  having  already  proved  atirio'^  fatal  to  Ho- 
fatty  notwitMtandingthe  incredible  valour  of  'AxArebi,  moft 
of  his  men  having  been  killed,  and  amongfl  the  refl  Habih^ 
an  officer  of  great  merit  and  diflin^fion ;  Shamer  charged  the 
Anall  ph^anxihat  fupportrd  him  with  fuch  lury,-that  he  broke 
it,  put<o  thcfwotd  fewirai  oi  th?  fpldiers  that  fomied  it,  par- 
ticularly onetfaatfhad  killed  no  lels  than  ten  of  his  men,  as 
alfo  AH,  the  fon  of  Hijtin,  whe  was  firft  wounded  with  » 
lance,  aiTd  afterwards  cut  to  juecea,  with  unrelenting  barba- 
rity. Moll  of  the  re(l  weK  Ihot  by  the  haklan  archers  ;  fa 
that  Hojein,  his  little  fon  AH'^Hah,  and  a  nephew  of  hl^ 
that  was  likewife  a-child,  were  almoft  the  only  perfons  who 
furvWed  the  common  del^ru6iion.  The  laA  of  theie  had  his 
hand  cut  off,  and  vas  killed,  when  he  was  upon -the  point  of 
embracing  his-uocle  A/is/iiJti  and  Abdullah  was  Itruck  dead 
with  an  arrow,  whilft  he  wasin  his  lather's  lap.  As  for 
Hofein  himfelf,  be  fitft  received  a  wound  in  the  head,  which 
^lled  his  helmet  with  blood,  and  was  afterwards  {hot  in  the 
mouth  with  an  acrow,  whilft  he  was  quenching  his  third. 
However,  he  coniinuod  ftill  to  defend  himfelf  like  a  man  ani- 
mated t^defpairj  infomuch  that  none  of  tUeJrakians  durft, 
-for  a  cenfiderable  time,  attempt  to  giveiiim  the  fatal  {iroke, 
Nay,  bis  fifter  Ztinab,  the  daughter  of  J^alema,  turning  to  , 
jimer,  aiked  him  whether  he  couid  have  the  heart  to  fee  Ho- 
Jein  flain  i  Upon  which,  Uie  tears  ran  down  his  beard,  and 
Ik  turned  his  face  away  from  her.  But  Shamtr,  who  yvas  of 
A  more  fierce  and  brutal  dlfpofition,  curfed  and  upbraided  bis 
men  for  not  approaching  Hofi'tft  \  whereupon  one  of  thcna 
.wounded  him  in  the  hand,  another  in  the  neck,  and  a  third 
thruft  him  through  with  his  fpear.  In  fine,  hereceivedjhirty- 
/our  contufions,  and  thirty  three  wounds.  After  bis  death, 
his  head  -was  cut  off,  and  the  Jrakiani  rode  over  ^is  ^lead 
body  fo-often,  that  they  ^rod  it  into  the  very  ground.  Ska- 
tner,  not  fatisfied  with  his  blood,  intended  to  have  buccheKd 
likewife  his  voungefl  fon  Ail,  aftcrwar>ls  called  'Lan  Alabtdirty 
or  Z««  Aiab'eddin,  i.  e.  the  orntimtntafihe  riUgious,  who  wa«. 
"thenvei^  tick,  and  young;  but  was  diverted  byone  of  his  officers 
from  putting  in  execution  fo  cruel  a  defign.  All  the  riches  and 
Jpoil  taken  Itoni  He/tin  and  his  family^  even  the  wotnens 
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licheff  dDaflis,  were  divided  amongft  the  Kbalifs  troops; 
ttiy  the  particular  manner  in  which  this  was  done  ha*  not 
been  handed  down  to  us  by  any  of  the  Moflem  authors.  The 
flight  ^ter  the  battle,  Hawla  carried  Hefein't  head  to  his  own 
houfc ;  which  To  difguScd  his  wife,  that  fhe  abandoned  his 
bed,  and  could  never  afterwards  be  perfuaded  to  cobabitwttb 
liim.  Nay,  the  woman  that  he  took  to  fupply  her  place  that 
night,  was  terrified,  as  we  are  told  by  an  Arab  writer,  bj^  9 
fupernatural  light  afcending  from  thefpoton  v/hich  He/an's' 
head  was  depofited  towards  heaven,  and  certain  white  birds 
that  continually  hovered  over  it.  The  next  momingt  Harvtg 
carried  the  head  to  Oteid'allah,  who  firuck  it  over  the  mouth 
with  his  fticki  and  treated  It  with  great  contempt.  This  fo 
ofended  Ziid  Ebn  Arkam^  that  he  gave  the  governor  oppro- 
brious language,  for  difcovering  lb  favage  a  diipofitioniwfait^ 
had  like  tohavecoft  him  his  head.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of 
Kerhla,  fought  on  the  lOth  day  of  the  month  AlMebarram, 
in  the  6ift  year  of  the  H^ra ;  which  proved  fo  fetal  to  the 
^loufe  of  lidjhemt  and  fo  firnJy  efiablilhed  Tezid  upon  thp 
MoJUm  throne.  The  jfrabs,  according  to  an  eaitern  author, 
inuch  efteemed  by  Mr.  Otkltj,  bad  72  men  killed  in  the  ac- 
tion, 17  of  whom  were  descended  from  Faiema;  and  Ifae 
troops  of  Irak  88,  befides  a  confiderable  number  wounded; 
tho',  if  we  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  At  Tabari,  not  above 
thirty-eight  of  the  KhaSfa  men  fell  on  the  field  of  battle. 
According  to  the  fame  hiflorian,  Obei^allah  ordered  the 
head  of  liefiin  to  be  carried  through  the  city,  expofed  to 
public  view,  fixed  for  fome  time,  With  forty  others,  upon 
one  of  the  gates  of  Cufrt  and  afterwards,  with  die  wo- 
men, and  bis  fon  Ali^  lent  to  Ttaid  at  Damofcus.  Htfehi^ 
as  fome  fay,  was  about  fifty-five  or  fifty-fix,  or,  as  others 
will  have  it,  fifty-eight  or  fifty- nine,  years  old,  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  The  principal  officers  flain  on  the  fide  of  the  Arabt^ 
in  this  unfortunate  aiSion,  befidcs  Ha/itn,  were  Habiby  Ah' 
faUah  Ehn  Mofltm  Ebn  Oiail,  Mohammed  and  Atvn^  the 
fons  ofAb^eUab  Ebn  Jaafar  Ebn  Abu  Taleb,  AH  the  elder  fon 
of  Ha/tin^  Harro  Ebn  YhJd,  and  Mojlem  Ebn  Aujajah.  Some 
fiuthors  relate,  that  Htfiin  was  killed  by  Stnen  Ebn  Anaiy 
and  others  by  Shamir  himtcjf.  The  Arab  hiftorians  likewife 
difftr  in  thflFopinfon  oonceming  the  perfon  who  cut  o(F  Ht- 
fein'i  head  j  fome  of  them  afcribing  this  barbarous  aflion  to 
Hawla  Ebn  Tezid,  and  others  to  Na/r.  Xeinab,  Hofein'x 
daughter,  went,  after  the  banJe,  to  the  citadel,  where  Obei- 
etaltab  had  a  conference  with  her,  in  vriiich  he  reflefled,  with 
,  jgreat  warmth  and  afperity  of  cxpreffion,  upon  the  family  of 
iloftin ;  which  provoked  Zehab  to  reproach  him  for  his  cru- 
elty in  fuch  fevere  teri^s,  tt)at  he  was  near  ill'uing  an  order 

for 


C  a.  Tie  ISJtory  #/  /&  Arabi.  103 

foe  ber  ocecudon.  Afeer  examination,  finding  Aitt  tH/eiift 
youngcft  fon  Jii  was  arrived  at  pubcity,  he  alfo  threatened  * 
to  execute  tnM  before  bcr  face ;  but,  being  mollified  (7  her 
«e«n,  Iw  Vna  at  laft  prevailed  upon  to  fpaite  both  of  them, 
ttotwUfaftaading  tbe  high  prorocation  he  pretended  to  have  re- 
uiyod.  We  tniift  beg  leave  to  inform  our  cunout  readers  here, 
uat  JtrrMv,  or  Keritlt,  was  the  name  of  a  diftri£l,  orterritorv, 
in  hi^ylmuai,  or  (At/titfm,  frit,  famoos  for  the  death  and  (e- 
pulchre  of  Htftim.  Thii  diflri^,  or  territory,  lies  a  little  to 
tbe  wefl  of  the  atf  called  Kafr  Ebn  Hobiirah^  and  at  a  fmall 
diflaoce  .from  C£ft,  The  Ptrfiani  ftill  rcuin  the  name  of 
KtrhiJa  in  their  tongs  and  elegies,  made  to  commemoratf  the 
fatal  death  of  Htftin ;  from  whom  the  bulk  of  thofe  fe£bu-ies,  , 
a»  has  been  already  obleiTed,  derive  the  defccnt,  or  fuccelBon, 
of  their  Im^mi '. 

Tri  firfl  time  Oiii^allah  wtnt  to  the  great  mofque  inVeztf/ 
Cj^,  after  the  defeat  of  He/iin,  be  made  a  fpeech  to  th<  hiavt*^ 
people,  iriitch  contained  feveral  exprcffions  injurious  to  the  ">  "'f/a- 
memorjr  of  jfH,  and  highly  refle£bng  upon  hin  family.     Hf"'^''/" 
praifed  God  therein  for  difeovering  the  truth,  and  thofe  who^'^'^*''* 
were  irt  poflcfion  of  it ;  as  alfo  for  a£ftii^  Teziti,  ihe  em- 
peror of  dte  faidiful,  and  his  party  j  and,  laftly,  for  deftroy- 
'  irtg  tbe  liar  Hefa*^  die  Ton  ol  theliar  ^^',  and  his  adherents. 
This  lb  iitcenio!  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Hafiitm-,  many  of 
whom  were  dien  prefent,  who  rofe  up  from  their  feats  with 
great  indignation,  rtiat  they  could  fcarcc  forbear  fhewing  their 
rcfentmciu  in  the  mofl  public  and  violent  manner.     One  of 
them  in  particular,  who  in  two  battles  had  loft  his  eyes,  and 
continued  for  the  noil  part  in  tbe  mofque  from  morning  till 
evening,  perfbnniiw  his  devotions,  cried  out,  whilft  the  go- 
venior  was  inthemidftof  his  harangue,  0  fan  V'Merj^ah  ! 
tbt  lioTf  atid  tht  Jtn  »f  tht  Ber,  ftu,  ytitr  father,  and  tbafi 
frwm  vihmm  ytm  dtrivt  ytitr  ctmmi^ny  kill  the  fins  of  ihepre~ 
fbett,  tmdjtt  prttmd  fj^tmk  fbi  VMrdt  of  hmt/i  mtn.    UpoB 
which,  Obtid^aUab  ordered  him  to  be  iiUtandy  feized ;  but  fae 
was  foon  rcf>:ued  by  thofe  of  his  own  pany,  about  700  of 
whom  were  at  thai  time  in  town.  However,  he  was  killed  not 
Iwig  after,  and  bung  upon  a  gibbet,  erected  for  that  puj  pofe  at  "• 

a  fmall  diftance  from  CUfa  \  which  barbarity  rendered  Ohei- 
taUeb  extremely  odious  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  place.  Not 
was  hia  bloody  treatment  oXHtftin  at  all  relifbcd  by  the  Rhalifi 
who,  upon  the  arrival  of  am  exprefs  difpaccbed  from  Cufa,  to 

r  MS.  Land.  tun.  i6i.  Ism.  AaoLrcD.  obi  fup.  MS.  Hunt, 
nam.  49;.  Abv  JaaPAa  Al  Tabak.  et  At  iVjakih,  obi  fup.  p. 
CI,  {s.  Gaio  Asu'L-PAaAi,  obi  fap.  p.  196, 197.  D'HsaBii.. 
Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  fnp. « in  art.  £rrbiUi,  Ockliy'i  hift.  of  tli« 
S«rac.  vol.  ii. p.  105, t\\,tK. 
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bring  him  advice  of  what  had-h^ppcped,  and.  to  congratulate 
Jiim  u])on  the  fuccefg  of  })is  armsj  is  reported  to  have  jbcd 
tears,  and  fald,  "  Gop  curfe  the  fya  of  Samyali"  meaning 
Obei^allah ;  "  I  f}ioul|]  have  been  well  pleafed  without  the 
^'  death  of  Hofein.  Had  he  b^en  with  ti)e,  I  fhould  have 
,  *'  pardoned  him.  Gop  loved  Hofi'm,  butdid  not  fuffitf.bioi 
*'  to  arrive  at  the  dignity  to  which  he  afpired."  Before  young 
Jili,  and  the  women  of  Hofiin'^  family,  entered  Damaftufy 
Tezid  confulted  his  courtiers  about  the  difpoigl  of  them.  One 
of  thefe  told  the  Khalif,  that  nothing  could  better  fupport  his 
intercd  than  the  extint^Ion  of  the  line  of  Haftin ;  to  whom 
Tez'id,  not  approving  of  what  he  propofed,  made  no  manner 
pf  reply.  Another  of  a  milder.difpofition  delivered  his  fenti- 
fncnts  in  the  following  terms ;  **  O  emperor  of  the  faithful, 
**  treat  them  as  would  the  apoflle  of  God  himfelf,  were  be 
•<  to  fee  them  in  this  difcoalblatfe  condition."  This  moved 
liis  companion  ;  which  was  farther  excited,  when  he  faw  the 
head  of  Hqfcin  ;  infomuch  that  he  could  not  forbcai  breaking 
put  into  this  pf)thetic  exclamation :  "  O  Mofiin,  had  it  been 
"  in  my  power  to  have  faved  thee,  thy  life  Ibquld  ROt  have 
*'  been  taken  away  T'  When  Hofi'm's  wives  and  children 
were  brought  before  him,  and  he  faw  the  woinen  appear  in 
fuch  mean  and  fordid  atlire,  he  curfod  OiciiTaHah  again,  caIN 
ing  him  by  way  of  contempt  the  fun  uf  Son^ah,  for  fuf^ring 
his  troops  to  llrip  them  of  their  moil  valuable  efFedls  in  fo 
thameful  a  manner.  He  afterwards  entered  into  difcourie 
with  Jl'i^  the  fon  of  Hojeirt,  and  his  fillers  FuUrna  and  ZW- 
jiab^  wherein  fomc  warmth  and  arperityof  expre^on^  not  to 
fay  petfonal  reflexions,  on  both  fides  were  ufed  ;  tho',  when 
the  converfatioii  was  over,  the  Khaitf  ordered  them  to  be  coB- 
dui5led  to  the  hot  balh,  and  fent  them  cloatks  fiu'table  to  their 
quality,  as  well  as  al!  forts  of  tefrelhments,  to  comfort  them 
.^[er  the  fatigues  they  bad  fuflained  He  alfo  treated  the  wo- 
men with  the  utmoA  re|pe£l ;  ^omijiyah'a  widows  keeping 
them  company  for  the  fpaco  of  three  days,  at  hit  command, 
and  mo\irning  with  them  for  Hufe'm.  He  once  alked  Aniru, 
Hafeiit'i  fan,  a  child,  whom  he  look  with  him,  as  well  as  hip 
brother  ///(',  whenever  he  walked  abroad,  whether  he  would 
fight  his  fon  Khaled?  Jjnru  anfwcred, "  Give  me  one  knifSi 
"  and  him  another."  Which  an  enemy  of  the  houfe  of /Aj- 
Jhem  taking  advantage  of,  faid  to  TtTad,  in  order  to  incenfe 
him  againfl  the  child,  "  One  ferpcnt  naturally  begets  an- 
*'  other,"  But  this  produced  no  alteration  in  the  Khalifa 
(:ondufl.  He  continued  to  treat  with  lenity,  not  to  fay  tcn- 
dernefs,  the  diftrefled  family  of  Huftin ;  and  difmifled  them 
with  great  politenefs,  after  they  had  fufficienily  refrcfhed 
(hemfdves,  and  ^ere  upon  tlie  point  of  fetting  out  for  M*- 
^  .        dinst 
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Jhu,  tkcpbce  of  their  deftinadon.  He  ordered  his  wives 
and  children  to  take  leave  of  them  in  a  friend^  manner ; 
commanded  NtMrum  £in  Bajhar  to  fumifh  them  with  a  proper 
crcoctci.  ai  well  as  a  quantity  of  provktons  fufficient  to  en- 
aUe  them  to  perform  the  journey  they  were  to  undertake  j 
and  once  more  alTuied  ihcm,  in  the  moft  moving  terms,  that 
he  would  have  faved  Hofein,  had  it  been  in  his  power,  even 
tbo'  this  could  not  have  been  done  without  the  lofs  of  Tome  / 
of  bis  own  children ;  and  that  be  would  endeavour,  by  all 
poSble  means,  to  make  the  place  of  their  reltdence  agreeable 
to  tftem.  The  commander  of  the  efcorte  that  attended  them 
fowon  the  hearts  pi  Fattma  and  Ziinab,  by  his  tendemefi 
and  inilulgencc,  that  they  oilcred  him  all  the  jewels  the  plun* 
derers  had  left  them ;  which  he  modeflly  declined  accepting, 
tctlir^  them,  that,  "  had  he  been  influenced  by  any  worldly 
**  cmfiderations,  a  lels  reward  would  have  been  lirfGcient ; 
"  but  that  the  kindnefs  they  had  met  with  from  him  was 
<*  fliewn  them  for  God's  fake,  and  on  account  pf  their  j-ela- 
*'  tioa  to  the  prophet,"  Upon  their  arrival  at  Medina,  they 
were  vifitcd  immediately  by  the  whole  family  of  Hapem,  who 
came  to  condole  with  them  for  the  lofs  of  their  father^  and 
their  unhappy  fate.  We  muft  not  foi^ct  to  inform  our  read- 
ers, that,  according  to  Kbondtmir,  Jli,  furnained  Zein  Ahbe- 
dia,  or  Zein  AlaHaddin,  \.  c.  tht  ernamera  ef  the  religious^  as 
has  been  already  obftrved,  at  this  time  conduced  with  the 
reA  of  the  bmily  to  Medina,  has  all  along  been  confidered 
by  the  Ptrfiam  as  the  fourth  lawful  Ijrmtt  ■- 

Frou  the  preceding  account  of  Texi^a  behaviour  to  HitlVhirt 
fiuiily  of  Hafein,  extrailed  from  fomc  Arab  writers  of  good  Hofeiii'' 
authority,  it  appears  highly  improbable,  that  he  fhould  have^r^^"^ 
infuited  the  head  of  that  Imam ;  and  not,  without  great  diffi-^i^  "^"^ 
culty,  have  permitted  it  to  bo  buried  at  Damafius,  as  we  find*""™" 
aflerted  by  M-i^'/Zfl-ic/**;  in  which  article,  as  well  as  many 
others,  he  feems  to  have  been  milled  by  the  Ptrfian  hillorians. 
The  place  in  which  the  Kbelif  nrdea"ed  it  to  be  interred  there 
was  called  Bab  alfaredis^  the  garden-gate;  from  whence  it  was 
removed  firft  XaAkelan,  orjiJhkelon,-mPaIeJ}ine,  and  afterwards 
to  Ceire  or  /ilKabirshy  by  the  Fatemite  Kbalifi  ot  Egypt.  Some 
of  thofeKbali/i  ere£ied  a  monument,  or  mofque,  over  it,  which 
went  under  the  name  of  Majhhad  Hosein,  tht  fepuhhre  ef 
HosElK  the  martyr.     Thefe  KhaUfs  were  mafters  of  Syria 
and  Egypt',  from  before  the  year  4.00  till  after  the  year  660 
of  the  Hejra,  and  pretended  that  Hafein'i  head  came  not  in- 

>  US.  Ijiud.  num.  i£i.  etMS.  Hnnt.  nam..4g;.  to  Bibl.Bodl. 
Cxon.  EiTOKDEMiK,  D'Hbkbel.  Biblioih.  orient,  in  art.  .^i  £m 
Huffuin,  p.  96; 97.  CjREO,  Aqv'L-FAfiAj,  ubifop:p.  197. 
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ii)  fgjl^  till  after  the  500'k}«r  of  tlut«r».    Bbtdutt  Cm/ 
has  been  njeded,  £iy>  a  nputable  Jmh  iiAhor,  1^  die  /nAv 
(rf'  the  leuncd.    Tbafe  princes  deduced  their  origw  bom  /«• 
.    tonr,  die  daughter  of  Mthaimudi  and  coDfcqiiNM)/  Ifxtkcd 
upon  themrelra  as  deicended  from  Mi  for  wliicfa  lufin  dief 
aiCimed  the  name*  or  ndter  the  fumame,  of  fatemttcs^  as  aa 
■ppeUatioa  more  iMinediatel]'  pointing  out  the  nobilitjr  of  chdr 
cztrafiion.     With  rmrd  to  the  bodV  of  Htfiin^  it  was  in- 
terred in  the  plain  oiKtrinlay  when  he  wai  llain  ;  arwl  jUa- 
J^ddmuhy  fiimamed  alfo  Ahm  Sht^a',  the  fecond  S»^mm  t£ 
At  iynaScj  of  the  Bmyans^  or  Dtj^mita,  raiki  a  fumptuoui 
iiionuntent  upcui  the  Ipot  where  it  was  iidumed,wtuch  is  to  this 
day  vUitcd  with  great  devotion  by  the  Ptrfiant.     This  £«Ub 
CaUed  his  mifnificent  edifice  Ktaihud  Fmxy  which,  in  thiePtr- 
Jmn  language,  fignifin  ih*  magnififtnt  dsmti  but  at  this  tise 
it  eoei  amongft  the  Arabt  under  the  denomination  of  Mti^ 
ita3Ho»siv,thi/ipuitbrt  of  Hoszis  tbtiiwrtyr.  ThtXiaSf 
jtl  M»ttt%uakitly  ticiRg  ui  enemy  to  the  houTe  of  AU,  fctrfiso, 
under  rig(»ous  penalties,  any  of  his  liibjcds  to  perform  the 
pilgrimage  to  Htfdift  tomb.     Nay,  in  order  e^^uaUy  to 
-     prevent  this,  he  uitirely  raxed  the  mofque  built  upon  the  Ifiat, 
where  had  been  depotited  the  remains  of  that  /maai ;  wid  bm 
content  with  diis,  being  leJolved  to  eilace  all  traces  of  tt»  be 
attempted  to  draw  a  canal  of  water  over  that  place-     But  the 
water,  iay  the  Sbiites,  would  never  approach  it,  keeping  its 
diAance  out  of  refpcd ;  from  whence  that  water  received'tiie 
denomination  of  .Hair,  that  is,  ajiontjbtd  and  Tefft£ifid\  x 
same  which  has  fmoe  palTed  to  the  fcpulcbrc  itfelf,  on  account 
of  this  miflKle.  The  ^jbiirfrcall  diat  fepulchre  A^JhhadMtimi- 
dtty  MtaS,  and AAxK/ii,  i.  e.  tht holy,fublimt,  mJfurtflau,  or 
^tdchrt ;  becaufe  HtJ^n,  whom  they  regard  as  a  martyr,  lirf- 
find  dc^  there.    Nor  did  this  impious  attempt  of  MJlhta- 
viltAJuU  acoonUng  to  fiime  Pn^m  traditions,  go  long  unpun^ 
fd  i  Jli  faoo  a&r  aj^^earing  to  him  in  his  deep,  and,  after 
fuwii^  repnacbed  him  widi  the  outrages  committed  upon  his 
4cfeeadfts,  gave  him  fcrcn  lafhes  with  awhip  that  hehad  in  his 
lund.     The  Khali/  tdling  bis  friends  the  next  day  what  had 
lltroened^  one  4f  them  amired  him,  that  the  whip  AU  bad  in, 
hi*  hand  was  no  odier  weapon  than  the  fiimoui  fword  Dbu'l- 
FekoTf  which  belonged  at  fitft  to  M»t^  Bbm  Htjok,  the  S4- 
hamitty  and  AU  into  the  hands  of  Mahammtd  at  the  battle  of 
Bt^y  and,  after  the  privet's  death,  came  into  the  poflefion 
of  his  Ibn-in-law  W;  t6  which  he  likewife  added,  that  this 
dream*  or  nlion,  portended  fome  fignal  misfortune  to  him,  by 
way  of  puiathment,  for  the  hatred  ne  bore  the  family  of  that 
tmdm-  Which  predi^on,  or  prognofticationjcontinue  the  fame 
mditioot,  was  TCiiEcd  two  days  after,  when  M  Mttawakkd 
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«m  dMhated  by  fome  of  liisTervants,  th&t  «ere  Tttrh,  at 
die  inftintion  of  his  fon  Al  Mantajery  who,  after  his  death, 
moaiitea  ^  Mtjkm  throne.  Wc  arc  told  by  an  author  cx- 
trenMlj  wdl  acquaimcd  with  the  oriental  hiflorians,  that  the 
fepulcnre  of  ijlj/^in  ftood  not  very  far  from  that  of  his  father 
■^ ;  dio',  according  to  an  ^ah  writer  of  confiderable  credit, 
one  MiMi  was  angry  widi  any  one  who  would  pretend  to 
point  out  the  place  where  the  former  of  thofe  Immi  lay  in- 
terred'. 

Tni  death  of  Hafiin  did  not  remun  l^ng  unrevenged ;  fe-  Ho&Vj 
vcnl  peifons  appearing  in  this  and  the  following  reigns,  who^o'^ 
demanded  the  Mood  of  Htfiin ;  that  is,  in  the  language  of  the  «/*"■- 
Moflemsy  infifled  upon  vengeance  being  taken  of  the  mur-'""^'"". 
*l«rers  of  Aat  ItfUim.     JlMtihtar,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  that"^*^ 
^idion,  in  partic'ular,   boalted  that  he  had  deflroycd  tjear 
50,000  of  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  jfli,  without  reckon- 
ing thofe  who  were  flain  in  the  battles  which  he  fought.  The 
two  titles  generally  given  by  the  Ptrfiam  to  Hsfein  ate  Sbabidy 
the  martyr,  and  Snd,   the  lard.    By  the  words  Al  Seiddn, 
tht  two  lords,  without  any  addition,  they  always  underiland 
the  two  eldeft  fons  of  Ali^  Hafan  and  Hofitn.    According  to 
Bbn  Shebnab,  the  latter  of  thofe  Imims  made  before  God 
CTery  ~twcnty-&ur  hours  a  thoufand  adorations,  or  proftra- 
tions ;  and,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  had  performed  2$ 
pilgrimages  to  Mecca  on  foot ;  whereas  one  of  them  would 
have  been  fufEcieht  to  have  procured  falvation  for  a  pious 
Mtjkm.    We  are  told  by  Jbt^l-Farajt  that  there  fell  no  lefs 
than  three  of  his  own  fons,  and  feven  of  thofe  of  M,  with 
fUfiin^  when  he  was  lulled  in  the  battle  fou^t  on  the  pl^n 
of  Ktrbtia  ". 

Ykzdi,  in  a  treatife  concerning  divine  love,  relates,  that.^nM«nl- 
Htfi'm  having  one  day  alked  his  father  Jli  if  he  loved  htm,«J/r/gny 
and  received  for  anfwer,  that  he  loved  him  tenderly;  he  then  •^Ho- 
demanded  of  his  lather  if  he  loved  God  \  to  which  he  alfo^^ 
anfwered   in  the  affirmative.     Upon  which,  Hoftin  faid  to 
him,  •*  Two  loves  can  never  meet  in  the  fame  heart."    At 
tiKle  words,  A&  was  fo  moved,  that  he  could  not  forbear 

*  D*HtXBtL.  Kblioth.  orient,  b  art.  haaffarn,  p.  461.  et  h 
mn.  MmiiMiUui,  p.640,64t.  Isu.  Abulfed.  in  hiti.  twiv.  MS. 
|I«ntingtinDiiL49c.  ubifup.  Ism,  Abulfed.  d««it.  Mohanuacd. 
C  \*X.  p.  tjj.  Al  Jahhab.  Gaoh,  la  vie  de  Maltom.  torn.  ii.  c. 
yiii.  p-  355-  Abu  Jaafah  AlTabar.  et  Ai.  MAciM.in  kia.Sa- 
rac.  lib.  ii.  c.  xi.  p.  151. 152.  'SJ-  Greg.  Abu'l-Fahaj,  in  hi  ft. 
dynafl.  p.  261,262.  Ockley,  ubi  fup. p.  izi,  zz2,  213.  Seea^Q 
Sale's  map.  of  Arabia,  prefixed  10  his  preliminary  difcourJie. 

■  D'Herbel.  Biblioih.'  oriEUt.  in  SLn.fiemfah,  p.  463.  E^lf 
SaoBttAB,  Gbi9.  AbuVParaj,  obi  fop.  p.  196, 
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,  {bedding  tears ;  when  Hofi'm,  touched  with  the  imfHcffioii 
his  words  had  madc>'  in  order  to  comfort  his  father,  ag>ia 
alked  him, "  Whether  he  fliould  conGder  the  fin  of  iufid^jr, 
■**  or  his  death,  as  the  greater  evil  ?"  M  replied,  "  I  wooki 
**  rather  deliver  you  up  to  death  than  abandon  my  ^th." 
*'  By  this  mark  then,"  fald  Hofein,  "  'tis  apparent  that  the 
*<  love  you  have  for  me  is  only  a  natural  teiidcrnels ;  xnd  thac 
*'  you  bear  towards  God  a  true  love."  Many  other  (ayings, 
attributed  to  Hoftin^  have  been  preferved  by  the  Peifiam^  h£o 
bold  his  memory  in  (he  hi^heft  veneration,  and  cooflder  bim 
as  the  great  progenitor  of  their  Imaou.  Hence  it  comes  to 
pals,  that  the  day  of  his  death,  the  loth  of  the  month  MMa- 
harramt  in  the  year  of  the  Hijra  6],  ig  fo  celebrated  amongft 
them,  .that  they  have  all  along,  from  that  very  year  to  this 
day,  called  it  Taum  Hgfiin,  Kuz  Hefiin,  the  day.  of  Hofon. 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  the  anniverfary  weeping  and 
extravagant  lamentation  on  this  day,  if  ill  kept  up  by  the  Per- 
/lant,  principally  contribute  to  the  fubriftence  of  the  iverlion 
bore  by  that  nation  to  the  other  Mejltmi,  who  entertain  dif- 
ferent fentiments  of  this  great  Imam.  The  fuperftitious  ob- 
fervance  of  this  day,  and  the  many  ridiculous  hSians  framed 
by  the  Shilles  concerning  Hoft'tn^  have  been  fufiicieitdy  ex- 
pofed  by  an  Arab  author,  cited  often  in  this  work;  to  spfaom, 
for  farther  fatisfatilion  on  this  head,  we  muil  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer our  curious  and  inquilitivc  readers  v. 
TitMof'  The  fame  year,  l^^ziW  appointed  Saltm  Ebn  Ziyad  to  pet' 
leiDs  matt  fide  over  Sejifldn  and  Khrajan,  when  he  came  emballador  to 
titmftl'utt  him.  Salem  was  then  but  twenty-four  years  of  age,  tho*  be 
mafttn  of  was  in  all  refpe^b  qualified  for  the  honourable  poll  aiBgaed 
tbtUng-  him.  Soon  after  he  had  entered  upon  his  government,  be 
d)m  tf  ailcmbled  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  to  make  an  irruption  in- 
Khowa-  (Q  t[,^  Turiijh  territories.  He  took  his  wife  along  with  him  in 
'"™'  this  expedition,  who  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon  in  the  Segd 
of  Samarkand,  or  the  circumjacent  villages  ard  plains  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city.  This  child,  from  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  was  furnamed  J)  Sogd'i^  or  tht  Sagdiaa,  Sa- 
lem's wife,  at  this  jundiure,  borrowed  fome  jewels  of  the 
ptince  of  Sffgtts  lady,  which  Ihe  carried  ofF  with  her,  upon 
the  return  of  the  Arabs  into  their  own  dominions.  In  the 
mean  time,  Salem  fent  a  flrong  detachment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  MahaUeb,  to  Kheuiarazm,  the  principal  city  of  the 
.Tiff-ij,  oxTartars,  in  thofe parts,  which exafled  an  immenfe 
fum  of  the  inhabitants,  amountmg  to  50,000,000  pieces  of 

*  VEsrpt,  in  refalat  fi  biyani'l  metiabbat.  D'Herbbl.  ubi 
fup.  MS.  HuQiingt.  )R  Bibl.  £odl.  Oxoa.  num.  495.  ubi  fjp. 
Ocki-Er,  ubi  fup.  p.  226—231. 
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money ;  psrt  of  which  he  nfervei  for  his  own  uflr,  and  ient 
ttie  reft  to  Ttzid.  iThen  he  advanced  lo  Samarkand,  forced  ' 
the  citoens  to  pay  him  likewife  a  vaft  fum  of  money,  and 
jftei  wjids  retired  with  little  )o6  into  the  provinces  he  go- 
verned. The  city  of  Khm/arazm,  in  the  time  of  the  Kbaisf 
Yit^ti,  vas  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  the  ^une  nunc,  the 
Chorafmia  of  PleUmy  and  Herodetas,  and  the  (iune  with  that 
afterwards  called  Kharixme,  Kortang,  Oriang,  and  at  prB-_ 
lent  Urgens.  It  was  lituatfcd  in  a  weftcrn  dire^on  from  the 
Jibun,  die  Oxtt!  of  the  antientd;  or,  as  the  fitn»ion  of: 
tfrffwbas  been  more  accuratel)'  determined  by  the  modern, 
eeographen,  in  x  great  plain  to  the  north 'of  the  river  Am&^ 
in  tat.  39»  50',  twenty-five  derman  le^cs  from  the  esftem: 
ihoresof'thedr/^0n  lea.  "  The tra& called  SW,  wthtStgd 
trf  Samartand,  went  under  the  name  of  Sigdiana  in  the  days 
of  Pttltmy  and  Ammianus  Marallinui,  and  of  Sugdiai  in  thcrfe 
t>i Dlmfpa  Aftt.  Ttte  iWtives  were  denominated. £<^i3!MHi 
and  StgdN,  in  the  Reman  times,  as  appears  from  PtsUmy  and 
Straiio.  The  jWo^r,  utidtr  the  conduft  of  MehalUb,  did 
not  only  acquire  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plunder  in  this  eiqse^ 
dition,  but  Itkewife  mad^thtinfelves  maltcis  of  the  Idngdom 
^  Khnoaramn '.       ■  ■■ 

Abd'allam  Ebn  ZoBPiit, after  the  death  of /fc/«n,find-  Abd'aflak 
ing  himfelf  at  the  hctd  of  the  partifmi  of  tite  houft  of  Hd-^ba  %o- 
^w, ■  who  wfcre  greatly  oppttfled:^byy>z(V,  began  to  enter-*«f/»^ 
tain  Ihottghts  m  eameft-  of  arpiring  to  the  Khalifat.    As  he^f'Tf' 
hwJ,  AeiWore,  neveP  recognized  Ye^zid^  authority^  ''^  ''^"''M^- 
deckiV*!*  puWiclcIy  againft  him,  and  depofed  him  in  a  fimnal  """**■ 
manner  at  Medina  ;  being  fufiported  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ehy,  as  well  as  thofc  of  ^Afcra ;  who,'  foon  after  the  anival 
of  Htjehfs  family  at  A^dina,  proclaimed  him  Kbalif.     After 
ha  Inaugvrationt  in  order  to  render  himfelf  more  popular 
amongft  them,  fee  agghvatcd  all  the  circumftances  of  Hf 
/tin's  death  (o  the  laft  degree,  and  reprefcnted  the  C&fans^ 
■wfw  *ad  firft  invited  HsfiiK  to  their  city,  arid  afterwards  de- 
ferted-him^  as  the  moft  faiihlels  and  perfidious  villains  upon 

'  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ioBJbl.  Bodl.  Own.  nbi  fup.  Golji 
not.  adAlfragaa..j>,  1.10,  i?i,  ct  alib.  Ptol.  geogr.  lib.  vi.  c. 
aii.  p.  160.  edit.^Bertl'HEKODoT.  lib.iii.  c.xciii,  p.  100.  Lond. 
1679.  Strab.  lib.  xt.  Arrian,  Iib.iv.c.  15.  Cokx.  lib.  vir.  c 
iv.  et  fib.  viii.c.  I.  Dionvs.  pcrleg,  v.  746,  747.  ATKEN.deip- 
nofoph.  lib.  ii.  fub  Jin.  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  xxiii.  c.  aS 
Plik.  Jib,  ri".  c.  i6.  Crristoph.  Cellar,  geogr.  antiq:  Itb.  iii." 
c.xTi.p  832 — 835.  Liplia;,' r796.  An  account  of  the  prefentAat* 
of  tlie  NoxTHBHH  Asia,  psr:i.  c.  ii.  p.  420.  4j8,  440.  Lond.  . 
■  729.  Vi4i4  ecian  Iiu.  AsuLrEff.  ia  tab.  Ulvch  Biioh,  iotaU 
*<:.  •    .         .     .  ,1 
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earth*  in  hi>  fpceches  to  tbe|>«(^;  which  produced  thcile- 
fired  effe^  For,  the  citizens,  -who  had  always  been  wttt- 
^t&ed  to  Ho/iint  heard  the&  djlcourres  with  delighcj  e^- 
cully  as  Ab^aiiah  took  care,  in  them,  to  give  the  bigbci 
ciiaia^er  of  that  /Wm ;  to  expatiate  1^)011  his  hcroical  con- 
dud,  iaprcfeniflg  to  an  ignominioue  lift  an  honourable  death; 
ta  magnify  his  merits*  and  remind  tilem  of  his  fupcreiniaeat 
faodity  J  aad,  in  fine,  to  exhibit  to  their  view  every  tfaiig 
tlut  migbc  excite  in  them  a  defire  1^  revea^g  bis  deatfa>  akd 
ihfpi»  &em  with  an  abhorrence  of  that  ggvernment,  irtidi 
had  been  the  caufe  of  it.  They,  therefore,  floclced  to  him 
in  fuch  numbers,  that  he  foon  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  very  confiderable  force.  Ttad^  being  informed  of  bis  pf»- 
grds,  fworc  he  would  have  him  in  chains*  and  accordioglf 
ftat  a  filver  coUu*  for  him  to  M*rtuany  then  gowmor  aiJBk- 
tSiKf  with  orders  to  put  it  about  his  neck,  and  fend  him  lo 
Skm^f,  if  be-did  not  immediatdy  delift  from  his  ■**tTTi*i 
Bat  lib^aikhf  having  fecured  the  afte^Uons  c^  the  people,  n- 
diculed  both  the  Kimf  and  his-deputy,  as  well  as  the  ooBar 
Aat  had  been  prepared  'iot  him.  As  Trud  was  a  man  of  a 
very  diflblute  1^>  fpcoding  his  time  wholly  in  drinlung  mm, 
and  with  his  dogs,  and  had  not  the  Icaft  renrd  for  rcl^oo^  he 
was  perii^dJy  abhorred  bythe  Jr^t  %  am  confequcndy  Ac 
menaces  he  uttered  againft  Ab^alUih  did  not  in  the  lem  tend 
tO'thedinUButMC(  of  his  authority.  Befidei,  it  was  very  well 
known  in  Jratia,  that  when  his  father  M»amyb  had  r^ti- 
moded  him  for  his  abandoned  courle  of  life,  and  advilbd  hu 
to  conform  his  actions  more  to  the  precepts  of  the  KftSn,  te 
had  flighted  his  wholfomc  reprooA*  and  treated  with  m^ 
tempt  his  falutaiy  admonitions  i  which  made  the  Araki  ta 
confider  him  as  a  wretch  altogether  incorrigftle.  Almut  tUs 
time,  jfntru  Ebn  Sa'id,  governor  of  Muea,  harjag  been  id- 
ftued  by  Jkialiab  Ebn  Amru  in  Egypty  a  pcr^  who  had  fin- 
died  the  prophet  Daaitl,  and  was  celebrated  amongft  all  die 
AStJitms  for  his  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  future  eventSitvliflat 
ho  had  confultcd  on  this  occaiion,  that,  in  fats  (^Hnion,  Ah' 
^aHab  Ebn  Zobtir  would  live  and  die  a  king  \  this  prejudiced 
farther  in  his  favour  the  bulk  of  the  Arah  nstion,  Niqr,  , 
Amru  Ebn  Si^U  himlelf,  tho'  he  fccxctly  hated  him,  tboi^Iit  < 
it  policy,  as  aiTairs  then  ftood,  to  keep  up  a  good  under' 
fianding  with  him.  This  induced  fome  of  Tttud's  courtien,  ' 
who  probably  before  were  no  friends  to  Jmru,  to  fuggcft  to 
Ae  KiaUff  that,  bad  the  commandant  of  it^i-fcc  been  hear- 
tily in  his  maker's  intereft,  he  might  have  fcized  Ahd'aUab 
Ebn  Zoieir,  and  fent  him  to  Dwiiafcui.  Upon  which  fug- 
Kftion,  Tevd  difmillcd  Amru  from  his  poll,  and  fubftitutn 
WttHdEbn  Otbah  in  his  room.  Thcfe  conunotions  haj^cned 
(  in 
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iB4e6ii'7ev~of  die  J%/r«,  abovt  Ac  bine daie  dut  £r- 
im  Ebi  Ziyid  was  empk^cd  in  «bc  expeditioii  to  Stmarimd^ 
artt]eaft.a  Utde  bdtne  ^K  commencemeiit  of  diat  expedt- 
ticab  According  to  jttir  jMf^r  JlTaharit  SsUm  firft  ad- 
nnctd  (•  Nijmfy  or  Nai/aMiri  the  ca^tal-  c^  K/mto/^ 
■vAiA  he  reduced ;  and  mm  thence  pei^trated  to  £to(ut> 
na^  iriiich  Kkewife  fiifrenJered  to  himi  The  femeattdior 
lUeidttn,  that  he  detached  AMaM  ShiMuSafrm  with  * 
ba^fcf  troops  againft  UatiiMf  queen  of  BtUbA-a,  or  AkMA-ix, 
vhthii  been  joined  hy  die  kii^  of  Sa'Sd  whh  an  anny  (^ 
i3fl^0OO  men.  MoheUtb,  continue*  hC)  notwithftandii^  the 
pn^ous  inequalitr  of  numben,  defeated  Khatitn,  and  dm 
Iciak-of  Ai^  and  ddpeHed  their  numerous  forces.  The  king 
if^tFd^  on  whom  KhatSg  had  pr«nifed  to  beftow  hcrielf  ia 
ntnbge,  was  killed  in  the  adion>  together  with  a  confider- 
lUe  put  rf  his  troops ;  after  which,  BuiMra,  or  BatbJhVf 
imjhmoia  andanticnt  Kitj of Mtrwara'/iiabry  TranfaMAna^ 
or,  n  it  is  now  called,  Gnat  Btiibdria,  ■fiilmittted  to  the 
*iAofs,  and  vai,  with  the  territory  belonnng  to  it,  annexed 
to  flic  AMm  empire.  The  city  of  Bukh^a^  the  capital  of 
Grm  Bwjaria^  or  rather  of  the  province  of  Buibiriay  pro- 
perhr  fo  called,  and  litnated  in  lat.  30°  30',  is  at  prefent  die 
nucDCc  of  the  Kl^  of  Grtat  Bukbaria,  of  a  vaft  extent, 
indfcnified  with  a  ftrong  rampart  fenced  wtdieaidi.  Itfiandi 
abotferen  days  journey  to  die  fonth  <yf  Sanwrkatid,  upon  1 
Kttierivcr,  that  is  faid  to  &11  into  ttaJihUn,  the  jfmH,  or  the 
Omy  rimtt  die  92°  of  longitude.  Ttns  rircr  is  called  by  die 
JlrAt  S^dt  or  JI  Stghdy  and,  as  feme  writers  afiiyrtj  has 
u*  bmte  in  the  cold  and  mountainous  part  of  Fsrgtma.  Its 
*iltr  is  &ld  to  be  very  bad,  and  to  breed  worms  in  the 
•^  of  thofe  who  drink  it.  One  of'  the  three  parts  of  But- 
^'^isfortned  by  die /TAJn's  cafHe,  and  the  buildings  depend- 
ii^upon  it  I  another  by  the  places  deftincd  for  the  Murjasy 
wofficen  of  the  court,  and  others  belonging  to  the  retinue  of 
'^th&n;  and  die  third,  whidi  is  larger  than  the  others,  for 
ftebujghers,  merchants,  and  other  inhabttants.  The  mofques, 
twin,  and  fuch-ltke  public  edifices,  are  built  of  brick,  and 
"f  >  fine  Anidure ;  but  the  other  buildings  confift  only  of 
'"'ft.  The  lituadon  of  this  place  is  very  convenient  for 
''nb,  e^ecially  that  between  Grand  Tartary,  Perfta,  and  the 
^^is ;  and  the  inhabitants  afiuatly  fupply  dK  dominions  of 
"^GrtBt-Mtgtil,  and  part  ofPtrfia.  with  all  forts  of  dried 
^uitt  of  a  mod  exquilite  flavour.  It  has  produced  a  very  con- 
^^ble  number  of  learned  men,  and  fome  of  the  brighteft 
pwa't  of  the  eaft  1  amongfl  whom  we  may  reckon  the  &- 
">ws  Ehn  SinMy  or  Avteamat  fo  well  known  by  bis  writings 
evco  in  our  part  of  the  world.    Some  authon  place  it  above  a 
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d«y's  jdurney  from  the  Oxus.  It  was  ihrmunded  widi  deli- 
cious g^rdeiiH  lately  towers,  magnificent  palaces,  or  rather. 
fpl«ndid  country -feats,  plexlknt  villages,  "aixl  fine  vo-damt 
fisliisiall  which  were  itivtroned  by  a  nralloTtwelvepararan^ 
\n  extent,  in  the  days  of  Mulfeda.  We  Arc  told  by  Tidi^ 
tbat  the  Arabs  pailed  (he  yibuit,  the  Jofu,  w  the  Ojrtfx,  over- 
threw the  £«ii6<ir(£n  forces  allembkd  by  KbatSn,  aod  poi- 
feUed  themfelves,  of  Bukhara,  in  the  Kbahfat  of  Moatviyeby 
about  the  55di  year  of  the  i/^/'ro.  But  the  bell  and  .moft 
antieat  </rD^  hiflofiansiix  this  expeditipn,  as  has  bepn already 
obfervcd,  with  greater  accuracy  and  piecifion,  in  the  6iU 
year  of  that  xra  >'. 

Wa^id  Ebh  Otaau  had  no  fooner  entered  npon  the  go- 
vernment  oi  Aficca  than  he  be^  to  e^ert -his  authorin,  -l^ 
imprtioning  300.of  his  predecenbr  Amrii'%  dependents.  How 
ever,  Amru  found  means  foon  to  releafe  thcca ;  which  havii^ 
done^  he  undertook  a.journcy  to  DamafcuSy  was  introduced 
to  the  Khalif  thcre^  and  inct  with  a  uacious  reception  from 
him.  But  notwithflaoding  this^  l^u'J  rebuked  him  for  being 
lemi^  in  the  execution  of.  his  compiands*  and  for  not  bctDg 
active  enough  in  extjAguiibing  the  rebellipn  of  AbitallakaaA 
fail  adherents.  Amru,  beinga  man  of  great  addrcis  and  pe- 
netration, eafiJy  juflified  his  condudt,  ana  that  To  much  to  dw 
Khalifa  faFisfauion,  that  he  told  him  he  was  an  honcHer  man 
than  thofe  who  bad  taken  fucb  pains  to  mifreprcfent  him; 
and  that  he  {hould,  for  the  futui^  rcpofe  an  intire  conBdenceio 
him.  About  this  time,  Ome^fi/i^,  a  poifk'ecful.^rflj  t^Tama- 
tMy  speared  at  the  hca^  of  a  body  of  trtwps  he  had  alicmblcd 
againftl^'i^,  and  diffrovered  a  ftrong  dil^Gtion^ta  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  io  Abd'allab  Ebn  Zebeir.  .  In  the  meaa 
time,  the  new  governor  fValid  ipade'  uft  of  all  his  ikill  to  dt- 
cumvent  AbdnU^hi  but  without  efFe^,  that  general  bcii^ 
always  upon  his  gu^urd.  -  This  conduct,  however,  giving  greu 
dilguftj  as  well  as  terrible  ipprebenfions,  to  AbSaUahy  be  feot 
a  letter  to  ^«2i)/,  informing  bim  therein,  that  ^n/ii/ was  to- 
tally unfit  for  the  poft  he  had  honoured  bim  vith'j  and  that 
if  he,  would  fend  x/n  Medina  a  perfon  of  a  more  tractable  dif- 
polition,  all  dilferetices  between  them  might  ealily  be  com- 
pofed.  Ttzid,  defitoufi  of  peace  upop  tmy,  terms,  indifcreetly 
difmilTed  fValid,  a  man- of  an  unOiaken  litlclity  to  him,  at 
the,infligation  ot  his  mortal-enemy,  and  fern  Vihmin  Ebn  A/a- 

r  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6i.  nbifop.  Abu  Jaaf*"  At  TASAR.et' 
At  Makin,  obi  fop.  p.  51,  jj-  Golm  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  17;, 
178,  i7j>,  188,  189.  Said  Ebn  Ali  Al  }u«  jia)^i,  in  fnadioHt. 
defcript.  Ism.  AsviFED.  in  geograph.  Yakut.  See  an  accooot 
of  the  prefeni  Hate  of  the  Nokthbrh  Asia,  par.i,  t.  iii.  p.  46$, 
466.  I 
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hamrntd  EHi  Abu  Sofian^  a  man  by  no  means  qualified  for 
fo  important  a  truft,  to  take  upon  him  the  government  cf 
'^dtSna  in  his  room.-  So6n  after  this  event,  fome  cmbaiEi- 
dors,  or  rather  deputies,  were  fent  from  that  city  to-Damaf- 
c/M,  where  they  waited  upon  Yexid,  who  received  them 
kindly,  and  made  them  confiderable  prefents ;  but  his  con- 
Ver&tion  gave  them  fuch  offence,  that,  upon  their  return  to 
Mediia,  they  inflamed  the  people  there  greatly  againft  hini. 
They  reprelcnted  him  as  a  man  wholly  addiifled  to  wine,  ftng' 
ing  giris,  and  dogs,  and  void  of  all  religion ;  for  which  rea- 
fbfl  dley  publickly  renounced  their  allegiance  to  him,  and  wcra 
joined  herein  by  many  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who  came  to 
a  refelution  to  depofe  him  in  a  formal  manner.  MMmdar, 
rac  of  the  cmbaflitdofs,  inllead  of  returning  home,  went  to 
Safre^  where  he  was  courteouHv  entertained  by  Obttd'etlahy 
who  had  formerly  been  acquainted  with  him.  Yead  being 
•pprized  of  this,  and  of  the  feditious  proceedings  of  the  em- 
Infladon  at  Medina,  wrote  to  Obeid'allah  to  put  him  undet 
arreft  till  farther  orders.  But  Obtidallaf),  confidcring  a  com- 
pliance with  the  Kbaiifi  commands  in  this  point  as  a  vtola-^ 
tion  of  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  enabled  4t  Mmdar  to  mak£ 
his  efcape  ;  whoj  upon  his  arrival  at  Mtdina,  confirmed  v^at 
the  other  deputies  bad  related  of  Ttzid ;  to  whicli  he  lilcewife  ■ 
added,  that  his  almofl  total  negleift  of  prayers  had  rendered 
llim  infamous  in  the  fight  of  all  who  had  any  regard  for  ti\6 
Jfo^fm  faith ;  and  that  be  would  not  be  bribed  by  the  hun-  ^ 
drra  dinars  given  him  by  the  Kbaiif  for  that  purpofe  to  con-* 
ceal  the  truth.  This  coming  to  Yexid's  ears,  he  threatened  At 
MeaJar  with  his  refentment,  and  difpatchcd  AlNianuin  EM 
Hajbir  to  Mediaa^  to  bring  the  people  there  back  to  a  fenle  of 
their  duty.  This  he  endeavoured  to  do,  by  ponting  out  ta 
them  the  efliifion  of  Mafiem  blood,  that  muft  be  the  natural 
conlequencc  of  their  peHilling  in  fuch  a  rebellion  }  but  with- 
out efled.  The  troubles  mentioned  here  confmenced  in  th* 
bid  year  of  the  Hijra^  or  of  Christ  68i  ;  in  whi  h  atfij 
died  Mbftilama  Bin  MtkhalUd,  of  A'tdina,  the  governor  of 
EgTft.  He  was  fucceeded  in  Lhat  poft  by  Sa'id  Bin  T^zid  M 
Mdif  who  continued  in  it  till  the  death  of  Yezid.  Thetribe 
of  Azd,  to'  which  Sa'id  belonged,  which  was  very  famous 
amongft  the  ,/r-a^f,  produced  feveral  illuftrious  men,  who.af- 
fumed  the  furname  of  Al  Axdi,  or  the  A^dile  ;  amnngft  whom 
were  Abu  Bier  Msbammed  Ebn  IP'afa  and  Abu  Ip?ak  Jfmatiy 
two  celebrated  Msflcm  dolors.  The  firft  of  theli:,  who  died 
in  the  127  th  year  of  the  //^Vu,  was  one  of  the  moft  learned 
of  the  7«*«»,  or  TaiiiUi;  that  is  to  fay,  tUe  feliinven,  or 
adbereitttf  who  were  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  Companions; 
and  the  latter  was  a  native  of  Bafra,  who  wrote  a  piece  much 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol,  II.  H  ellecmcd 
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efteemed  by  thofe  of  his  religion,  intituled,  Jbkam  Al  K^rati, 
i.  e.  the  laws  and  JlatiUet  af  the  Koran.     He  departed  thij 
lifc,  in  what  place  is  luiceitain,  about  the  283d  year  of  die 
Mejra  '. 
7hr  inha-       The  people  of  Medina  having  renounced  all  allegiance  to 
titatiit  ef  Yexid,  and  being  highly  incenfed  againA  him,  appointed  Ab- 
Mcdina     Wallah  t'hn  Mott  to  prefidc  over  tYic  Koreijh,  and  jUteTelLib 
•1/°^',       E'hn  Hanttlah  over  the  An/art.  The  latter  of  riiefe  >vas  a  per- 
^^'  •      fon  of  great  diitindion.  and  adorned  with  many  excellent  en- 
dowments,   He  was  one  of  the  emballadors  feni  lately  to  Da- 
mafcus,  and  toolc  his  eight  fnns  alung  with  him.  Tezid  having 
been  before  apprized,  that  he  was  very  religious  and  devotu^ 
and  for  that  reafon  extremely  popular  amongft  his  fellow- 
citizens,  took  caie  to  carets  him  more  than  any  of  the  other 
deputies  that  attended  him.  He  made  him  a  pre fent  of  1 00,000 
dinars,  and  every  one  of  his  fons  JC,O00,  belides  a  prc^ter 
number  of  veils  fuitable  to  the  quality  of  the  peribns  for  \vhom 
(hey  were  defigned.     In  the  beginning  of  the  63d  year  of  the 
Hejra,  the  Arabs  of  Mtdino  put  tbeir  menaces  againft  TezJd 
ia  execution.     After  they  had  aU'embled  ubout  the  pulpit  in 
the  mofque  there,  one  of  them  faid,  /  lay  eftde  Yezid  as  lit 
this  turbant ;  and  then'  threw  his  turbant'  upon  the  ground. 
Another  faid,  /  put  away  Yezid  as  I  do  this  flxu ;  cailing 
sway  the  fhoe  at  the  fame  time  from  him-     Thefe  examples 
being  fallowed  by  others,  there  was  a  large  heap  of  flioes  and 
turbants  almod  inllantly  formed  upon  the  fpot.     Then  they 
difmiOed  Othman,  YeziiTs  lieutenant,  and  banifhed  from  Mi- 
dina  the  boufe  of  Oitimiyah,  together  with  all  their  friends  and      j 
dependents.  Thefe,  to  the  number  of  about  a  thoufand,  look     J 
refuge  in  Merwan  Ebn  Al  Hak<:nC%  houfc,  where  they  were 
fo  clofely  bcfteged  by  the  HaJJxmite  fat^on,  that  they  found 
themfclves  obliged  to  fend  to  Tezid  for  immediate  aififtance ; 
intimating  in  the  letter  they  wrote  to  him,  that,  unlefs  they 
'  leceived  fpeedy  relief,  they  mull  all  inevitably  perifh.     Ttzid 
wondered  that  fu  conliderable  a  number  of  men  fhotild  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  confined,  without  making  the  leall  reGft- 
ance ;  and  afkcd  Amru  Ebn  Sa'id,  the  former  governor  of      j 
Mecca,  whom  he  had  lately  recalled  from  thence,  whether  he      ' 
would  march  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Medina,  m  order  to 
cbaftize  the  rebels  there  ?     But  Amru   declining  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  offered  him,  the  Khali/ put  Alejlem  Eha 
Okba,-  tho'  very  antient  and  iiihrm,  at  the  head  of  ttie  troopi 

*  MS.  Laud.  num.  t6i.  &MS  Hunt.  num.  495.  in  Bibl.Fcdl. 
Oxon  ubifup.  Abu  JflftFAR  Al  Tabub.  et  Al  Makin.  ubifup. 
0.53.  D'HEKfiEL.Bibliorb,  orient,  p.  15^.  GACN.lavic  deiVU- 
EoB).  lom.  ii.  c.  V.  p.  340. 
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that  were  to  undertake  the  intended  expedition.  HoweveTi 
rile  condud  of  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Ommtyab,  who  had 
fufiered  themfeives  to  be  cooped  up  in  fo  ignominious  a  man- 
ner, initatcd  Mejltm  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  pronounced 
them  both  cowards  and  traitors  to  their  prince,  and  declared 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  delivered  before  they  had  at  leaft 
'  made  one  effort  to  extricate  themfelvca  out  of  die  difficulties 
in  which  their  pufiUanimity  had  chiefly  contributed  to  involve 
them.  But  TizJifs  command  being  peremptory,  he  was 
obliged  to  fubmit.  The  Kfiallf  orieisd  him  to  fpare  j^li,  the 
ion  of  Hefein^  and  his  family,  as  they  had  had  no  hand  at  alt 
in  the  prcfent  commotions.  He  alfo  ordered  him  to  fummon 
the  cinr  of  Me^na,  upon  his  arrival  before  it,  three  days  fuc- 
ceffively ;  and  if,  after  fuch  fummons,  the  citizens  retufcd  to 
furrender  the  town,  to  take  it  by  ftorm,  and  give  it  up  to  the 
foldieis'to  be  plundered  for  three  whole  days.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Medina,  being  apprized  of  the  impending  ftorm,  per- 
mitied  all  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab,  together 
with  their  friends  and  adherents,  to  retire  quietly  out  of  the 
city ;  tho",  before  their  departure,  they  extorted  from  them  a 
piomife  never  to  appear  in  arms,  or  commit  any  bolliiities, 
'againft  the  dominant  faction  *. 

MeslemEbn  Okba  AlMarsi,  having  received  his  in-Meflem 
firu£tions  from  AieKhalif,  begun  his  march  for  ^MW  with ''■^'^c^Mc- 
.5000  foot  and  12,000  hotfe ;  and,  upon  his  artivn!  before  the  "J'"^  h 
town,  the  citizens  having  refufed  to  furrender,  ma<ie  the  ae-fi'"''"'  *"' 
ccfiary  preparations  for  a  ger.eral  aflault.     He  piopofed  to  at-^'"""" 
tack  the  place  on  the  caft  fide,  that  the  troops  which  defended  "* 
it,  and  had  furrounded  it  with  a  ditch  for  their  fecurlty,  n^ight 
liave  the  fun  in  thtir  faces  ;  and  this  proved  of  fignal  fcrvicc 
to  him.    However,  the  garifon,  for  a  confideiable  lim.e,  made 
a  vigorous  defence;  infomuch  that  Mejltm  advanced  Very 
ilowly  in  the  fiegc.     But  at  tail  moil  of  the  Anfun  and  the 
principal  officers  being  killed,  the  Arabs  within  the  town  of- 
fered to  capitulate.     Mefiem  refufed  to  grant  th'tm  anv  terms, 
and  inCfted  upon  their  furrendcring  at  difcretion.     But  this 
!aft  fummons  not  being  complied  with,  the  Mofum  general, 
after  a  faint  oppolttion,  entered  the  places  fent  Al'i-i  whom         1 
he  treated  with  great  rcfpedt,  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  lie  had 
received,  hnmc  upon  his  own  cumel ;  put  all  chE^men  he  met 
with  to  the  fword ;  and,  tho'  the  prophet  was  buried  there, 
permitted  the  Syrian  forces  to  get  a  thouf^nd  women  with 
child,  and  to  pillage  the  city  lor  iliree  days  together,  without 

»  MS.  Laud.  num.  t6i.  e!  MS.  Huntinjt,  num.  49J.  ubi  fap, 
Abw  Jaafar  AlTabar.  et  Ai.  Makin,  ubi  fuo.  p.  5:3,  54. 
IJ'HenBLL.  B:blioib.  orien:.  in  ;ir:.  y.-K/i/,  p.  4S6. 
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intermifiton.  Thofe  that  efcaped  the  fword,  he. obliged  co 
own  thcmfelves  flaves  and  vaflals  to  J^z;W;  for  which  extreme 
feverity  the  /frabs  furnamed  him  Ai  Mu/rif,  i.  e.  exiravagaiitt 
exorbitant ;  bccaure  his  orders  did  not  extend  to  authorize  the 
enormities  he  had  committed.  Medina  was  taken  in  the 
night,  towards  the  clofc  of  the  month  Dhu'/fiajja,  in  the  year 
of  the  Hejra  63,  or  of  our  Lord  682.  The  Mojlems  con- 
fidered  Ehti  Okba  ever  after  as  an  impious  perfon,  for  his  bar- 
barity to  the  citizens  of  Medina;  efpcciaUy  as  the  prophet  him- 
felf  bad  denounced  a  fort  of  curfe  againft  him,  which  wai 
couched  in  the  following  terms  :  '^  If  any  man  fhall  hereafter 
**  fack  or  plunder  my  city,  the  wrath  of  God  fhall  mofi  ccr- 
■ '"  tainly  remain  upon  him  ''." 
Yezid  After  the  rcduflion  of  Medina,  ^^i'«  marched   with 

^ei.  his  army  towards  Mecca,  in  order  to  chaAize  the  infulence  of 

jfid'allab  Ebn  Zaieir,  who  then  refided  in  that  place  ;  but  he 
died  on  his  march,  in  the  month  of  /fl  Moharram,  the  follow- 
ing year.  Upon  his  death,  Hofein  Ebn  Thamir  Al  Seliui  took 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  army,  and  advanced  to  Mecca, 
which  he  befieged  for  the  fpace  of  forty  days  ;  during  wbicll 
term,  he  battered  the  town,  by  the  afliftance  of  his  military  en- 
gines, with  fo  much  fury,  that  he  beat  down  a  great  part  of  the 
femous  temple  there,  and  burnt  the  reft.  Nor  had  the  oxj  it- 
felfefcapeil  the  fame  fate,  had  not  the  news  of  7)z(Vs  death  re-  | 
called  Hofc'm  into  Syria,  and  forced  him  to  abandon  the  ficge*. 
7lfeSy-  Abd' ALLAH  £bn  Zobeir  had  before  been  informcaof 
rhn  forceii^^  ^ffalifi  deceafe,  and  even  apprized  thp  Syrian  troops  of 
rtrum  itfrom  the  walls  j  alking  them,  at  the  famejime,  forwboia 
ie'.e.  {hey  fought,  as  Tezid  was  moft  certainly  de^d  ?  However, 
they  would  not  believe  him  ;  but  continued  the  fiege  with 
great  vigour,  till  they  received  farther  information.  As  fooa 
as  this  news  was  confirmed,  Hsfcln  told  Jbd'aUah,  that,  as  a 
farther  cfFufion  of  Msjkm  blood  was  altogether  unneccITary, 
he  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  ;  and  alTured 
him,  that  all- the  forces  unJer  his  command,  amongft  which 
were  all  the  principal  men  of  Syria,  fliould  be  at  his  devo- 
tion. But-^iifu/Zfl/i,  at  this  juiiiture,  durft  not  iruH  himj  and 
therefore  refu  fed  t!.e  overture  made  him;  tho*  afterwards,  when 
too  late,  he  repented  of  this  conduit.  During  the  conference 
between  them,  Hafcin  turned  his  horfc  afiie,  in  order  to 
avoid  killing  fome  of  the  temple  pigeons,  that  were  pecking 
^  MS.  Laud;  DDin.  161.  et  MS.  fluntlDgt.  num.  495.  ubifop. 
Iem.  ABULFED.inhift.  univ.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabak.  AlMa-, 
KiH,  etD'liERBBL.  ubifup.  '  MS.  Laud,  num.i6i.abi       I 

flip.  Khondemib,  Abu    Jaafar  At  Tabak.    Al  Makin,  «       | 
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fometh'mg  on  the  ground  st  a  fmall  diflance  fromhim ;  which 
keing  obfervcd  by  Abd'ellahy  he  could  not  forbear  afking  him, 
•*  How  he  could  fcruple  dcftroying  any  of  thofe  birds,  and 
•*  yet  not  be  afraid  of  fpilling  the  blood  of  fo  many  Mof- 
*•  una  ?"  Hafein  replied,  that "  he  wouJd  never  for  the  fu- 
**  ture  fig^t  againft  him."  After  which,  he  defired  leave  to 
go  in  proceffion  round  the  Caaba ;  which  was  immediateiy 
.  granted.  Some  prptend,  that  the  temple  was  not  fet  on  fire 
by  the  engines  employed  by  the  Syrion  army  in  the  fiege ; 
but  by  a  little  fire  accidentally  wafted  by  the  wind  from  the 
t(^  of  Hofein's  fpear,  the  fparks  of  which  were  communi- 
caied  from  thence  to  the  hangings  and  wood-work  of  that 
edifice.  We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  the  houfe  of 
Omrniyah  attended  Htfi'm  into  Syria ;  and  that  Teztd,  before 
his  dece^e,  having  received  advice  of  the  death  of  Mejlettiy 
conffrmed  Haftm  Ebn  Thamir  AlSdvjt  in  the  command  of  the 
JHeJlem  forces  before  Mtcca.  The  engines  made  ufe  of  by 
Hyein  m  the  fiege  of  that  place  were  a  fpecies  of  the  cata- 
poft,  or  catapulta,  a  military  machine  generally  employol  on 
fnch  occafions  by  the  antientj,  as  we  learn  from  Mu  Jaefar 
MTabariA. 

Yezid  died  at  Hatvtvarin,  in  the  territory  of //.?mj,  mD/fcrip- 
the  beginning  of  the  former  Rabi,  and  the  64th  year  of  the/ij«  af 
Htjra,  or  of  Christ  684.     He  died  in  the  39th  year  of  his  YezidV 
s^,  after  he  had  reigned  about  three  years  and  fix  or  eight/'r/""- 
months.     As  to  his  perfon,  he  was  either  of  a  ruddy,  accord- '''"'*'' 
ing  to  .Ibulf.da^  or,  as  Abu  Jaafar  will  hav?  it,  of  a  fwarthy  'baraair, 
complexion.     He  was  a  tall  chin  man,  had  a  handfome  beard 
tinged  with  At  Henna,  curled  hair,  black  eycs^  leprous  fin- 
ger^i  and  a  face  pitted  with  the  fmall-pox.     His  under-lip 
was  inverted,  wheh  he  laughed.     He  left  behind  him  fcvcral 
children  of  both  fcxes.     His  fon  KhuUd  is  reported  to  have 
been  fkilled  in  the  art  of  alchetny,  and  his  fon  Abd'alkb  to 
liave  been  the  moft  exa£t'archer  of  -ell  ttje  Arabs  of  his  time. 
His  mother's  name  was  Mtijun,  the  daughter  of  Yahdak^  of 
the  tribe  of  Calb.     She  had  an  excellent  genius  for  poetry ; 
»td,  at  Afa&w'ijah's  command,  took  her  ?on  Yezid  with  her 
into  the  defart  aniongll  her  own  relations  there,  in  order  to  in- 
fpire  hfm  with  poetic  fentiments.     Nor  was  this  education  al- 
together thrown  away  upoii  him,  as  he  difcovered  himfelf  ca- 
pable of  drawing  up  a  tolerable  good  copy  oi  Arabic  vcrfes,  on 
feveni  occafions.   Yezid  was  the  firft  Khalif  that  drank  wine 
pabliddy,  and  was  waited  upon  by  eunuchs ;  which  gave 
■    great  oncnce  to  the  Mchamirudam.    He  was  extremely  fond 
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of  dogs;  which  likewife  not  a  Itttit  ili'^uftcd  vaft  numbers  of 
his  fuijcfis,  as  the  more  fcrupulous  Me/ems  have  an  averfion 
tt-  t'.iok  animals.  But  he  was  rer^ilercd  the  muR  dif^ceable 
to  the  /frak  by  his  avarice  and  impiety,  TI;is  occalioncd  a 
certain  author  to  obferve,  that  the  Mr.fiim  empire  couM  onlj 
flourilh  either  under  a  pious  prince,  futh  as  were  the  four  firft 
Khallfi,  or  a  liberal  one,  Tuch  a^  was  A'oavj'iyah ;  and  confe- 
quently  that,  under  fuch  an  impious  and  avaritious  prince  u 
■Tezid,  every  thing  mud  be  loft.  The  ravages  lommitted  at 
Medina,  or  the  city  of  the  prophet,  by  this  Khalifs  order, 
arc  confidercd  by  the  Mohammedan  dolors  as  the  higheft  in- 
ilance  of  his  impiety,  and  as  the  principal  caufe  of  his  being 
cut  off  in  the  flower  of  his  age.  In  fupport  of  which  notion, 
they  produce  tiiis  faying  of  Mohammed^  Whtiever  injuretb  Me- 
dina jftu//  null  away,  even  as  fait  meltrth  away  in  the  water. 
The  Perfian  writers  have  the  memory-  of  Yezid  in  fuch  ab- 
horrence, that  they  always  mention  him  with  abomination, 
and  generally  annex  to  his  name  the  following  malediSion, 
7ht  curfe  of  God  be  upon  htm.  Which.they  do  not  (o  much 
on  account  of  his  vices,  as  becaufc  of  the  death  of  HofeiMy 
whom,  with  all  his  family,  he  attempted  fird  to  ieRri>y  by 
polfon,  and  afterwards  caufcd  to  be  killed  on  the  plain  erf 
Kerbela.  His  principal  fcctetary  of  ftalc  v/a"  Abd'allah  Ebn 
Jvjs,  and,  after  him,  Rami  Ebn  Omar  ifl  Adri;  his  Kadi,  at 
judge,  Ebn  Idris  /flHeltuani  ;  his  chamberlain,  Khalfd  his'fer- 
vantjor,  as  otheisfay,  5<^W[Jn;  and  the  captain  of  his  guards, 
Hamid  Ebn  n  harbat  Ebn  Yahdak,  of  the  tri  be  of  Calb,  and  af- 
terwards Ainer  Ebn  Md'allah  Al  Hatnadani.  The  firft  day  of 
his  Khalifat  was  Saturday,  and  the  laft  Monday.  He  wat 
looked  upon  as  fo  irreligious  a  prince,  that  fnme  of  the  '.'of- 
lems,  and  particularly  the  Per/ians,  c.?!lcd,  in  afler-aees,  all 
thofe  perfons  void  of  religion  Tezid  inC.  Tzlt.  "TUcPer/iaii 
poet  jami  being  one  of  thcfe,  a  man,  named  Mezid,  was  re- 
folved  to  infult  him  on  that  account;  and,  therefore,  one 
day,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  room  where  an  aflembly  waj 
met  at  yami's  houfe,  he  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  The 
cvrfe  of  God  fall  upcn  Yezid  !  yam/' perceiving  that  thcfc 
words  were  pointed  at  him,  inftantly  replied.  May  that  (urfe 
fall  upon  Yezid  and  Mezid !  The  fmartnefs  of  which  repartee 
confifts  in  the  words,  upon  Mezid,  which  were  not  only  ap- 
plicable to  the  aggreffor,  but  likewife  denoted  more  and 
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In  the  KbaHfat  of  Te^id,  ihe  MejUms  made  an  afafolute  Cetijutjls 
conqueft  of  Khorafan  and  K/nnvamzm,  and  put  the  territories  "': A  6/ 
of  the  prince  of  Samarkand  under  contribution.     The  motto,  '*'  Mof- 
or  infcription,  of  his  (eal  was*  God  is  our  Lord.     He  was  lcins/»(^ 
\iMTVt.Aw.Damafcus,  in  the  fepulchreof /i^ /iV//r£0// i  andhiaA"*''" 
fon  Meauiijab,  whom  he  nominated,  when  at  the  point  oi^/ ''"''■ 
death,  emperor  of  the  faithful,  faid  the  prayers  ufual  on  fuch 
occaiions  over  him.     Theaphatus  barely  mentions  the  death  of. 
YcaJdy  whom  he  calls  Izid,  without  t^ing  any  particular  no* 
ticeof  Ihecaufe,  ciicumnances,  or  efTe^ls  of  it ;  and  Dien^tus 
Ttlmartnfii  only  tells  us,  that  Yt^d  died  in  the  year  of  StUucus 
992,   or  of  Christ  681,   and  was  fucceedcd  hy  Merwaii. 
"There  is  an  author,  named  Al  Fadhl  Al  Brrid,  who  has  writ- 
ten the  hiftory  of  AUKbaii/y  under  the  title  of  Jitar  Ttzidf, 

SECT.    VIII. 

"XyfOAwirAH  11.  the  fon  of  Tezid,  was  proclaimed  Khaltf  MoiwU 
^  ■*■  at  Damafeus  the  very  day  on  which  his  father  died.  His  yah  II. 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Hajhem^  or,  as  others  fay,  of  0"ettJt 
KhaUd  Ebn  Abu  Hajhtm  Ebn  Otba  Ehn  Rabia  Ebn  Abd  Sham,  hiiffbtr 
The  Arab  writers  reprefent  this  young  prince  as  of  a  religious  "^'d. 
difpofition,  but  of  a  very  weak  conftitution  ;  and  tell  us,  that 
he  bad  not  completed  the  twenty-firft  year  of  his  age,  when 
he  mounted  the  Mofitm  throne.     He  was  of  the  fcfl  of  the 
Kadarians^  having  been  indruifted  in  their  principles  by  his 
favourite  mailer. Omar  Ai Maifus,  whom  he  confulted,  in  or- 
der to  Lnow  of  him  whether  he  fhould  accept  of  the  Kha-  ' 
lifaty  or  not.     Omar  told  him,  that  if  he  found  himfelf  equal 
to  the  duties  of  that  arduous  pod,  he  ought  to  accept  of  the 
high  dignity  ofTcred  him ;  if  not,  that  he  ought  to  decline  it. 
Some  of  the  eaflern  writers  make  the  Kadarians  to  have  been  " 
originally  a  branch  of  the  Moiazailiti,  or  the  followers  of 
Wuftl  Ebn  Atd,  who,  with  their  mafter,.  were  expelled  the 
fchool  of  hafin  of  Bafra,  whofe  fcholar  he  was,  and  thence- 
forth called  Alota'z.alittt,  or  Separatlfls;  tho' others  look  up-  " 
on  Kadarians  as  really  a  more  antient  name  than  that  of  Mo- 
ttxalius ;    Mabad  Al  'Jahni^  and  his  adherejitt,  who  difputed 
the  doiirine  of  pred8ftiiiati()n  before /^yr/quiltcd  his  mafter, 
having  gone  by  that  appellation.     t"or  which  reafon,  fome  ufc 
the  denomination  of  Kadarians  as  more  extenfive  than  the 
other,  and  comprehend  all  the  Molazaiius  under  it.    I'his  ' 
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feSt  deby  abfolute  predefli  nation,  faying,  that  evil  and    in- 
juftice  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  Goo,  but  to  man,   who 
is  a  free  agent,  and  may  therefore  be  rewarded  or  puniflied 
for  fais  actions ;  which  God  ha;  granted  him  power  cither  to 
do  or  to  let  alone.     And  hence  it  is  faid  they  ate  called  Ka^~ 
riansy  becaufe  they  deny  Al  Katlr,  or  God'j  abfilutt  dt£ret ; 
tho'  othas,  thinking  it  not  fo  proper  to  affix  a  name  to  a  ic& 
from  a  flodrinc  which  they  combat,*will  have  it  come  from 
Kadr^  ai  Ktdrat,  i. «.  power,  becaufe  they  alTert  man's  pswtr 
to  aft  freely.    .Thofc,  however,  who  give  the  name  KatU- 
riam  to  the  Motazalites  are  their  eneraic) ;  for  they  difclaim 
it,  and  gjvc  it  to  their  anU^nifls  the  Jaharians,  ■  who  like- 
vife  refule  it,  as  an  in&mous  appellation,  becaufe  Mobammted 
\f  faid  to  have  declared  the  Kadariam  to  be  the  Alagiaru  oif 
.his  followers.     But  what  the  opinion  of  thefe  Kadariamt  in 
Mohammad's  time  was,  is  very  uncertain.    The  Mftaza/ius 
fey  the  name  belongi  to  thofe  who  ailcrt  prule/iiiiatieH,  and 
makeGoD^eauthorof  goodandevil,  viz.  the yaSarioMi i 
but  all  t^e  other  Mahammedan  fe£ls  agree  to  fix  it  upon  Ae 
Metaz^iiltjy  who,  they  fay,  are  like  the  Magtans,  in  efta- 
blifhing  two  principles,  light,  or  God,  the  author  of  good, 
and  darkntjs,  or  the  devUf  the  author  of  evil.     But  this  can- 
not be  faid  of  the  Metazal'tltt,  who  generally  afcribe  mca'c 
good  deeds  to  God,  but  their  evil  deeds  to  themfelyes ;  mean*      | 
ing  thereby,  that  man  has  a  free  liberty  and  power  to  do  ei< 
ther  good  or  evil,  and  is  mafter  of  his  actions.    For  which 
reafon  it  is,  that  the  other  Mehammedam  call  them  ^agioMt, 
becaufe  they  ailcrt  another  author  of  anions  befides  Goo. 
And,  indeed,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  fay  what  Afthamme^a 
own  opinion  ^vas  in  this  matter.     For,  on  the  one  fide,  the 
Koran  itfelf  is  pretty  plain  for  abfolute  predellination,  and 
many  fayings  of  MoiMmrrud  are  recorded  to  that  purpofc. 
On  the  other,  it  is  urged  in  behalf  of  the  Mota^alius,  that 
]l4obamintd  declaring,  that  the  Kadarlans  and  Alorgians  had 
been  curfed  by  the  tongues  of  feventy  prophets,  and  being 
ailced  who  the  Kadariam  wctt,  anfwered,  Tho/e  who  afftrttd^ 
that  God  frtdtftinattd  them  to  it  guilty  of  rebtllion,  and  yet 
punijbes  them  for  it.     At  Hafau  is  alfo  faid  to  have  declared, 
that  G^i>  fent  Mohammed  to  the  /rats,  while  they  were  Sa- 
deriens,  or  yiitarians,  and  Uid  their  ftns  upon  Goo ;  and,  in 
confirmation  of  this  point,  a  paf^ge  is  produced  out  of  th^ 
Ktran.   Both  parities,  therefore,  have  recourle  to  the  tdlimooy 
of  Mohammed  in  liipport  of  their  rcfpecliye,  tho'  contrary, 
opinions  i' and  coafe<iuently  make  him  lo  contradii^  himfelf 
at  loaft  in  lume  of  his  decilions.     Ebn  Atva,  one  of  theinoft 
celebrated  ^l.o^em  do£toR,  would  not  falute  a  Kadarian,  if  he 
fact  him  j  faying,  that  the'Je<^  to  which  hq  belonged  ought 
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te  be  confidcrcd  aa  the  AJagiant  oi  the  Motammtdawi  and 
Shaabij  another  of  thole  dodtois,  tnakcs  the  Kadarians  to 
hxvc  agreed  in  all  points  with  the  Moiaxfilites.  Abu  Zaiaria 
Yabya  Ebn  AWIihairy  a  do£loT  following  the  rentimcnts  of 
the  famous  Al&hafu^  has  written  a  trcaiife  agaioft  the  tenets 
c^  the  Kadariaxi^  intituled,  Enteffur  fil  %tM  oia  at  Kadaria  al 
afi»rar.  Omar  Al  Makfut  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  this  fc^  in  the  da^s  of  Tezid,  who  pro- 
bably favoured  it,  as  he  intruded  him  with  the  education  oF 
bta  (on.  Ai  Makjut  told  this  young  prince,  that,  unlcfs  he 
found  bimfelf  capable  of  adminillering  jyltice  exadly  to  the 
Mejlenu,  he  ought  by  no  means  to  talK  upon  him&lf  the  title 
of  emperor  of  the  faithful  », 

About  fix  weeks  after  his  inauguration,  MtauAyab  find-  Moiwi- 
ing  himfelf  too  weak  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  the  goveniment,  yah  "M- 
took  a  relblutton  to  lay  it  down.     Jn  order  to  which,  he  af- """  '** 
lemblcd  the  grandees  of  his  court,  and  told  them,  that  when^"'""''*^ 
be  firft  entertained  thoughts  of  relinquishing  the  high  fletion"""' 
to  which  his  father's  nominacinn  had  advanced  him,  he  in-        ' 
tended  to  have  chofcn  a  fucceflbr  in  the  fame  manner  as  did 
jibu  Becr\  but  that  this  he  found  impofiibie,  as  a  man  of 
Omar's  merit  and  abilities  was  not  to  he  met  with.   -  Then  be 
informed  them,  that,  not  being  able  to  execute  his  RHt  plan, 
]i«  propofed  to  follow  the  example  of  Oimtr,  and  name  fix 
perfon£,  upon  one  of  which  the  choice  by  lot  Ihould  ^11 ; 
out  that  he  lifccwife  found  this  impracticable,  as  he  coold  not 
t>e  furniftted  with  fix  men  duly  qualified  for  the  difcbargc  of 
the  dudes  of  fo  important  a  poff.     Wherefore,  continued  he, 
I  am  refotvcd  to  leave  the  elc^on  of  a  new  Khalif  iniirely  to 
yom  man^ement.     Upon  which,  they  immediately  expreiled 
their  rcadinefs  to  chufe  the  pcrfon  that  ffaould  be  the  moft 
Agreeable  to  him ;  but  he  declined  naming  any  one,  faying,' 
•*  As  1  have  not  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  Khalifat,  it  is 
**  unreafanab}ethatIfhouIdchan;e.myfetfwith  the  moll  odioua 
•'  part  of  it;  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  dif- 
**  charge  my  confcience  towards  you,  and  judge  for  yourfelves 
■*  who  is  the  moft  capable  zmon^  you  of  iiJlinK  my  place." 
After  which,  be  made  hia  abdication  inform;  andtbenoble^ 
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proceeding  to  an  eteiflion,  the  choice  fell  upon  Merwan  £hm 
AlHakcm,  who  was  the  fourth  Khallf  oi  Syria.  However,  ^t- 
d'aibh  hbn  Zoheir  h^d  been  advanced  to  the  Khalifat,  in  jfra- 
hia,  alter  the  death  of  Ye'x.id.     He  prefided  over  Htjax,    Ya- 
num,  Irai,  Khsra/drt,  Egypt,  and  all  Syria,  except  that  part 
called  Orrftfn,  or  AlOroddan,  which  adhered  to  t'ezid.We  are 
told  by  Jbu'l-Faraj,  that  Meawiyah's  fpeech,  immediately 
preceding  his  abdication,  was  to  the  following  effeft  :  *'  My 
"  grandfather  Moaw'tyah  deprived  a  man  more  worthy  than 
«  himfelf  of  the  Khalifat.     Nor  did   my  father  merit  that 
*'  fublime  dignity,  though  he  obtained  it.     For  my  own  part, 
*'  I  am  determined  not  to  have  an  account  to  ^ve  of  foweighty 
*'  a  charge  as  is  the  government  of  the  Mojlems,  when  I  appear 
•*  in  the  pretence  of  GoD  ;  and  therefore  inveft  the  perfon  that 
"  ftiaH  plcafe  you  beft  with  the  authority  of  ATW/)/"."   Which 
fpeech,  as  welUs  what  wjis  immediately  con fequent thereupon, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  cffed  of  thofe  religious  im- 
preflions  that  his  preceptor  AlMakfui  had  made  upon  him  *>. 
Addiis.       MoAwiVAHhad  no  fooner  abdicated  the  government  than 
he  Ihut  himfelf  up  in  a  chamber,  from  whence  he  itirred  not 
till   he  died.     Some  fay,  that  he  was  poifoned,  and  others, 
that  he  was  carried  off  by  the  plague  not  long  after  his  abdi- 
cation.    The  interval  between  his  death  and  that  event  he 
fpent  wholly  in  religious  excrcifes,  and  in  performing  his  de^  , 
votions.    ■  He  was  furnamed,  by  way  of  ridicule,  Ahu  LtHah, 
J.  e.  the  father  of  the  night ;  bccaufe  his  natural  wealtnefs  and 
bad  flate  of  health  would  not  permit  him  to  appear  much 
abroad  in  the  day-time.     Authors  differ  as  to  the  precife  ac- 
count of  the  fliort  time  he  reigned;  fome  fixing  this  at  twenty 
days,  others  at  forty-five,  others  at  forty,  and  others  extend- 
ing it  to  four  months.  Nor  do  they  cxaiftly  agree  in  the  length 
of  the  interval  between  his  renunciation  and  his  death  ;  fome 
making  this  to  confift  of  only  forty  days,  and  others  of  three 
iiKMitbs.     He  was  buried  M  Damafcus,  clofe  by  his  father; 
and,  according  to  fome,  IValid  Ebn  Otba  performed  the  fu- 
(leral  feruice  over  him.     It  has  been  alio  faid,  that  AltrvjoH 
Bin  Al  Hakim,  his  fucccfl'Or,  put  up  prayers  for  him.     The 
houfe  of  Ommiyab  was  (o  exafperated  at  his  abdication,  thit, 
if  wc  w'dl  believe  Abu'l-Faraj,  the  members  of  it  buried  hts 
mafler  M  Addifus,viihcycn  they  iiippoied  to  have  been  the  author 
of  it,  aiive.'    The  infcription  on  his  feal  was,  The  world  is 
A  CHEAT.  He  left  no  ilFue  behind  him.  The  firfl  day  of  his 
reign  was  Tut/day,  and  the  laft  Thurfday,  Yzaxa  the  fliort  duta- 

'  G«Ec.  Abu"l  Fara>,  ubifi-p.  D'Hersei.  BiWiotb.  orient. 
in  art.  lAaatiiab  F.ln  J'kU.  Abu  ja.\fab  Al  I'abak.  ct  Al  Ma- 
KiH,  ubifup.  l£uTicii.ubifup.  ' 
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tcm  of  his  KhaHfety  ttlten  notice  of  by  thr  Jrab  writefs,  it 
appears,  that  he  depaned  this  life  in  the  64th  year  of  the 
Hejra,  or  of  Christ  68+  '. 

Before  we  proceed  direSI^  in  our  hiflory,  we  muft  here  S«me  nm- 
beg  leave,  by  way  of  digreflion,  to  give  a  fbort  account  oimothm  in 
ibme  commotions  that  happened  in  Irai  immediately  after  the  l^afc. 
death  of  Titxiti.  Obii£tillah  Ebn  Ziyad,  the  governor  of 
BafrBy  being  apprized  of  that  event,  reprcfentcd,  in  a  let 
fpcech,  to  the  Bajrara,  that "  he  himlcif  was  their  country- 
"  nun,  as  being  a  native  ofBaJra ;  that,  fince  he  had  talccn 
"  the  gDvernment  upon  him,  he  had  deAroyed  140,000  of 
"  their  enemies  ;  that  there  was  no  pCTfon  furviving  that  de- 
"  Aru^on  from  whom  they  had  any  reafon  to  apprehend 
"  the  Icaft  oppofition  ;  that  the  territories  of  Bafra  formed 
**  the  moft  conliderable  province  of  the  empire,  both  with 
"  regard  to  their  extent,  and  the  number  and  valour  of  tbeir 
"  inhabitants ;  that,  till  the  commotions  in  Syria  were  ap- 
**  peafed,  they  ought  to  appoint  a  perfon  to  prelide  over  them,- 
"  who  was  duly  qualified  to  be  the  protestor  of  their  ftate  j 
**  and  that,  after  this,  if  the  Mtjltms  deflcd  a  Khalif  dif- 
**  agreeable  to  them,  they  might,  under  the  condu£t  of  the 
"  pcribn  they  bad  chofen,  aflert  their  independency."  The 
Bafranty  clearly  perceiving  his  intention  in  diis  fpcech,  of- 
fered him  the  government  of  their  country ;  which  he  at  firll 
affei^ed  to  refufe,  but  afterwards  accepted,  at  the  repeated 
folljcjtation  of  his  friends.  However,  as  foon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  Cufans  would  not  acknowledge  him,  but  even  threw 
duft,  or  gravel,  upon  his  deputy,  the  Bafratu  immediately 
defcned  him,  and  even  expelled  him  their  city.  Nor  could 
he  prevail  eitho-  upon  the  Najari,  a  trit(e  of  the  jinfdrs,  or 
even  his  own  relations,  tho'  he  had  divided  a  gitat  part  of 
the  16,000,000  pieces  of  money,  found  in  the  trcafury  of 
Bafra,  amongft  them,  and  kept  the  reminder  himfelf,  to 
efpoufe  hi5  quarrel.  So  odious  had  he  rendered  himfelf  to  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  men  by  the  enormous  cruelties  he  had 
committed  !  Nor  could  his  brother  yfiiTatftf A,  who  kept  him 
difguifed  io  women's  cloaths  at  Mafud'&  houfe,  left  any  vio- 
lence fliould  have  been  offered  his  perfon,  protefl  him  from 
thi;  tage  and  fury  of  the  Bafran),  tho'  he  dilbibuCed  200,000 
pieces  of  money  amongft  them  ;  and  though  Mafud  exerted 
Hmfelf,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  abilities,  in  his  favour. 
He  was,  therefore,  at  Jaft  conftratned  to  abandon  the  city, 
attended  by  an  efcorte  of  100  men,  that  had  been  alSgned 

'  IjM.  Abulpbd.  in  hift.  nntv.  D'Herbbl.  Abd  Jaafak  Al  . 
Jabail.  Ai.  Makih,  EuTYCH,  «  G«£G.  AbuVF.^raj,  ubi 
•op. 
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hi'ra  hy  Jtfa/ud;  and,  immediately  afttr  his  departtire^   Hw 
nob  [ilundered  his  houfc,  and  purfued  him.     Beitig   umcb 
fatigued  by  riding  upon  a  camel  iR  the  night,  he  eXChAflgcd 
that  beaft  tor  an  als ;  and,  with  great  dificuky,  made  his  cfeape 
iiitoSyria.  Soon  tftcr his  3irr\v»\2tDamafitti,H9feinEMTtia^ir 
'  jIt  Sthbi  retained  thither,  with  the  troops  that  had  formed  the 
liege  of  Mfcta,  and  gzvc  a  faithful  account  to  Mtrvian  at  (be 
fintatioa  of  ail^ra  on  that  fide.     He  likewife  informed  hini  of 
hit  ofl«r  to  take  the  oath  of  allcgiant^  to  Miallah  Elm  Z»- 
biV,  who  refufed  to  accept  of  it,  or  at  leaft  to  undcitakc  s 
journey  to  Damafcui,  in  order  to  bo  inveAed  there  4Hth  the 
fvpremc  authority.     He  therefore  advifed  Mtrvjin,  and  the 
boufe  of  Ommiyah,  to  take  care  of  themfelves  in  tiRie,  and 
fix  their  intercA  upon  a  folid  bafis,  by  the  e!e£tton  of  a  new 
Jmdjti,  before  die  torrent  of  fai£tion  was  too  rapid  to  be  ftem- 
Dicd.     Minvin,  after  hearing  i/o/^in's  difcourfe,  propofedto 
make'  his  fubmiffion  to  M^atlah  Ebn  Zateir ;  but  was  di- 
vcited  from  his  refolution  by  Oititfei/ai  Ebn  'liyM-,  who  told 
him,  that,  in  the  pre&nt  conjuni5iure,  no  ftipcrior  oug^t  to  be 
ACknowleged  by  him  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Kareifi.  The 
fjeopte  of  Damafcui  had  conftituted  Dahdi  Ebn  Kait  At  Amii 
their  piotefior,  till  the  ^*JUmi  fbould  concur  in  the  ele^on  of 
an  ln6m.    Dahai  favoured  jfb^altah,  and  declared  hid  Jrtefl'- 
fion  of  liipporting.hinv.     The  Bafrans  were  altogether  in  tu- 
ihtilt  and  confuTion,  and  could  not  fix  uppn  a  governor,  du- 
ring the  (B/frr^jaawi,- after  their  ejedion  of  Obnd'aUah.  This 
induced  them  at  laft  t»  write  to  Ab^aUah,  to  take  the  go- 
vernment upon  him.     He  complied  with  their  requeft;  but 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  fKr  from  Mecca,  at  that  time 
the  place  of  hii  refidence.     Nor  could  Merwii*  be  perfuaded 
(o  permit  any  of  the  Syrians  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  thi- 
ther, left  they  fhould  join  Abd'ailaht  and  thereby  cootribuc^ 
to  hie  exclufion  from  the  Moflem  thrdne  *<. 

SECT.    IX. 

Abd'allab  TT  ha?  bccB  already  obferved,  that  all  the  prorinces  of  the 

Ebn  Zo-  *  Mojlem  empire,  except  part  of  SyriOy  wnanimoufly  con- 
beir  aJ-  curteri,  Toon  after  the  death  of  TeziJ,  to  advance  MiTaUah 
mamidii  Ebn  Zobtir  to  fiyr:  Khailfat ;  to  which  we  fhall  now  begleavc 
th  Kha-  (o  ad,),  that,  after  the  laft  invitation  he  had  received  from 
li**'-  Iriii,  he  caufed  hinifclf  to  be  inaugurated  at  Mecca.  The 
people  of  Mecca  had  full  declared  in  his  favour,  and  were  im- 

*  MS.  Laud,  nam.ifii.  m  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  Abk  Jaaf«»  At, 
Tabar.  apud  Al  Makin,  nbi  fop.  p.  ifj  iit  et  ipfe  AlMakin, 
ibid.  Gkeg.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  flip.  ruxvcH.  ubifup. 
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mediately  foUowetl  by  t|ie  citizens  of  Medina,  Nay,  A^irw£n 
himielF,  %  member  of  the  houic  of  Omnnyah,  who  was  then  at  the 
latter  <^  thoTe  places,  wu  upon  the  point  of  recogoizing  his  au- 
thority i  which  be  had  likcwiie  aftcrivajds  done  at  Dctnajcus^ 
had  he  not  been  diOiiaded  from  it  by  Obeidaiiah  Ebn  Ztydd,  as 
we  have  juft  informed  our  readers.  However,  Abdaliahmi^z 
ca&ly  have  fixed  himfclf  in  the  Khalifat,  and  have  Settled  his 
inttieft  upon  a  lafling  foundation,  had  he  not  too  ralhty 
fbrined  a  dcGgn  either  to  banih'or  exterminate  the.houfe  of 
Oaniayah;  and,  in  contcquence  of  this  fcheme,  fent  orders 
to  his  lieutenant  at  Mtdina  to  cut  off,  or,  as  others  lay,  eje^ 
every  member  of  that  houfe.  This  alienated  valt  numbers 
of  the  Mefiemit  and  particularly  all  the  friends  and  depend- 
ents oi  the  family  threatened  either  with  baniibmcnt  or  ex- 
d(ion,  from  him,  as  will  hereafter  more  fully  appear.  The 
Fcfolution  taken  by  AhdeUah  at  this  |un£ture  was  ccruinly  a 
moft  impolitic  flep ;  and,  notwithHaading  the  bravery  and 
tel^ious  dilpofition  lie  was  l^ed  for,  undoubtedly  indicated 
a  want  of  capacity,  ^i  well  as  gencroHty  and  humanity,  ia 
him.  He  was  rurnamed,  according  to  fome,  Mu  Beer,  or, 
as  others  will  hayc  it,  Aku  Habib.  His  mother  was  Afma, 
the  daughter  of  the  firft  Kho^f  Abu  Btcr.  He  was  inaugu- 
rated at  Mecta  ort  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  B^jeb,  after 
there  had  been  an  inttrregnum  during  the  former  and  tatter 
Jsmdda^  and  the  eight  firft  days  of  Rajeb,  He  a[^inted  his 
brother  J^afai,  or  Mas'ab,  Ebn  Zabtir  governor  of  Bafra^ 
AbiCaUab  Ebn  Moti  that  of  Cufa,  his  brother  Obeidab  Ebn 
ZahtirihzX.  of  A^dinti^  and  fent  Abd alrahtaan  Eba  Okba  Ebn 
fahram  in  the  fame  capacity  to  Egypt.  Some  authors  in- 
form us,  that  his  mother's  name  was  Afima;  and  that  fhe 
was  not  the  daughter,  but  the  grand-daughter,  oi  Abu  Beer  \ 
buf  as  the  Arab  writers  of  beft  repute  make  her  not  to  be 
much  above  thiny  years  younger  than  that  Khalif  they  feem, 
notwithfHnding  the  authority  of  M.  D'Htrbeloty  to  difcoun- 
tenance  the  latter  aflertion  '. 

The  members  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab  finding  themfelves  Tie  bBtJi 
in  fuch  imminent  danger,  tho'  before  well  enough  a<fe£led  to  o^Ommi- 
Abdaiiah  Ebn  Zabeir,  refolvcd  to  lland  upon  tbeir  own  de-  yah  fro- 
fence,  and  confcquently  to  oppofe  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  <■/"'"  _ 
power.  In  order,  therefore,  to  defeat  all  his  machinations,  {^".^f"* 
they  proclaimed  Merwan  Ebn  Ai  Haietn,  who  was  at  the  head  ^'""  "* 
of  them,  after  the  death  oi  MaawiyakU.  Khalifu  Damafim ;  °"™'' 

'  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  Kift.  univ.  MS.  Land.  num.  i6i.  Abo 
Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  Al  Makin,  et  G»ec.  Abu'l  Faraj.  ubi 
fop.  D'Hebbel.  BiblioEh-  orient,  in  art,  jfiJ'aiJab  Ebn  Zobtiir, 
p. 7.  OcKLEv'shill.cf  the?;r2C.  vol.  !.p.  ijo.  «  YOl.ii  p- 34J-i 
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to  which  place  they  had  made  their  efcape,  after  they  fbund 
it  necelTary,  for  their  own  fafety,  to  take  their  leave  of  Aft- 
dina.  Syria,  tberefbte,or  rather  the  whole  Mojlem  empire,  wras 
at  this  time  divided  into  two  potent  fa^ions  ;  one  of  ^hjch, 
under  the  conduQof  HaJfanEbnMalte,  declared  ior  Afer-Ufon, 
and  the  other,  under  that  of  Debak  Ebn  Kais,  for  Abd'allah, 
The  latter  was  a  perfon  of  great  diftinSion,  and  had   been 
conftltuted  by  MoaVuiyah  I.  commandant  at  Cufa,  in  the  54di 
year  of  the  Hijra.    His  adherents,  from  his  father  JCats't 
name,  were  denominated  Kaifiont.  Several  conferences  wete 
held  between  the  leaders  of  thefe  factions,  and  all   polHble 
methods  made  ufe  of  to  dirpefc  both  parties  to  aji  accom- 
modation; but  without  eJFei£t.     The  forces  on  both   fides, 
therefore,  commanded  by  Menudn  and  DthSi,  found  tbem- 
lei ves  at  laft  obliged  to  come  to'a general  adlon,  which  en<)ed 
in  the  defeat  of  the  Kalfiant.  As  foon  as  they  began  to  break« 
Mtrwan  founded  a  retreat,  and  would  not  fufler  his  men  to 
.  purfuc  them.    The  battle  was  fought  at  Mar']  Raht,  a  place 
in  the  plain  ai  Damafcaty  at  a  fmatl  diflance  from  that  city. 
,Debak  htmfclf  was  killed  upon  the  fpot,  together  with  a  great 
.number  of  his  horfe,  and  about  eighty  of  the  Syrian  nobi- 
lity.    When  Dehal^s  head  was  brought  to  Mtrwan,  at  the 
light  of  it  he  exprefl~ed  great  concern,  and  faid,  «'  This  is  a 
"  very  prepofterous  thing,  that  I,  who  am  an  old  man,  and 
.*'  whofc  bones  arc  fo  wafted,  that  I  am  reduced  almoft  to 
*'  nothing,  (hould  bring  armies  together,  in  order  to  cutone 
*'  another  to  pieces."     After  this  victory,  the  citizens  oS 
,Damafciis  fufamitted  to  iWlrruw«,  who  lived  in  the  houfe  where 
Mnawiyah  uM  to  refide.     He  alfo  married  I^mifs  widow, 
having  before  declared  chat  Kbalif'3  Con  KhaUdf  then  a  minor, 
.his   fuccefTor.      However,    Ahitallah    Ebn    '/.abeir    kept  his 
ground  ftilt  in  Arabia,  tho'  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcui  had 
.renewed  their  oath  of  fidelity  to  M^rtvnn,  after  the  battle  of 
JUarj  Rahty  in  the  month  of  Dhu'lkaada.     Soon  after  which 
event,  the  people  of  Hetrn,  receiving  advice  of  the  death  and 
defeat  of  Dthik,  revolted  from  /iUailah  Ebn  Zobeir,  whofc 
intereft  they  had  efpoufed  ;  upon  which,  Noeman  Ebn  Bajhir, 
.   '         jfid'aiiab's  governor  thtte,  betook  hiinielf,  together  with  his 
wife  and  family,  to  fiighi.     But  the  citizens  putfucd  him,  cut 
olf  his  head,  and  brought  it  with  chem,  as  well  as  his  wife  and 
children,  in  triumph  to  Hnm.    Jn  the  beginning,  therefore, 
of  the  65th  year  of  the  Hejra,  Alirivun  was  in  poHeffion  of 
the  Khahfat  of  Syiia,  as  Md^alhh  was  of  that  of  Hfjaz,  Yo' 
^lan,  Egypt,  and  Irak  ">. 

■"  MS.  Laud,  num  161.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Ma- 
«m,  etGnEc.  Abu'l  t\nAj,  ubi  fup.  Eutycu.  palriarcii.  Ale- 
xandria, annal.  p.  36J,  36;. 
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SEC  T.    X. 

MErwak,  foon  after  his  acceflion,  advanced  at  the  head  ofMenvan 
a  confiderable  army  towards  the  frontiers  of  Egypt.  Ah-  conqvtrt 
ia\rahmanE\mOkhaEbn"fahram,Ab£aUah"^  lieutenant  there,  EgXP'- 
being  infonned  before  ai  his  ddign,  had  made  the  neceJTary 
difpolitions  for  giving  him  a  proper  reception,  in  cafe  he  fhouid 
attcinpt  to  make  an  impreffion  upop  that  country.  He  fent 
before  him  Amru  Ehn  Sa'iJ',  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  facili- 
late  the  paiTage  of  his  forces,  as  well  as  the  conqueft  of 
EgfPU  Ahd' alrabinan  1>eing  worftcd  in  feveral  brilk  adions 
that  happened  between  him  and  the  Syrians,  at  iaft,  for  a  funi 
of  money,  furrendered  the  whole  country  to  Menvan,  and  re- 
tired with  the  Arabs  under  his  command  intQ  Hejdz.  The 
Syrian  troops  then  immediatflypoffefied  themfdves  of  Egypt , 
and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  that  region  to  take  the  oath  of 
aU^iance  to  Mtrvian.  Things  being  in  this  happy  fituation, 
the  Syrian  A /w/i/"  appointed  his  fon  Abd'alaziz  to  prefide  over 
Egypt.,  and,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  forces,  returned  to 
Damajtus.  Whilft  he  was  upon  his  march  for  that  city,  he 
was  informed,  that  Aldailah  had  fent  his  brother  Mus'ah 
againft  him  with  a  powerful  army-  Upon  the  arrival  of  this 
duagreeable  news,  Mirwan  detached  Amru  Ebn  Sa'td,  with  a 
body  of  his  troops,  to  give  the  enemy  battle,  without  tofs  of 
time.  Amru  foon  came  up  with  Aiui'ab,  brought  him  to  a 
general  a^ion,  and  intirely  defeated  him.  In  fine,  Mui'ab 
'  was  forced  to  betalce  hlmfelf  to  a  (hameful  flight,  a  great  part 
of  his  men  were  cut  to  pieces  upon  the  fpot,  and  the-remain- 
der  of  them  fo  difpierfed,  that  they  found  it  impofTible  to  rally. 
After  which,  Merwan's  troops,  having  fuftained  a  very  incoii- 
Cdetable  iofs,  enta'd  Damajcus  in  a  triumphant  manner". 

This  year  the  people  of  Khorafan  chofe  SaUm  Ebn  Zhad,  Salem 
who  had  before  been  governor  of  that  province,  for  \.\\tST  elidtd 
protefior,  till  the  A/p/cmi  could  concur  in  their  ele<aion  of  ^np'-ouaar 
Imam.     Salem  continued  in  this  poll  about  two  months;  and,?^Khota« 
during  that  fliort  term,  rendered  himfelf  extremely  popular'^"- 
amongit  tbofe  who  had  put  themfelves  under  his  protediioii. 
He  had  likewife  difchargcd  the  duties  of  his  function,  when 
governor,  fo  much  to  their  facisfadlion,  that,  within  the  fpace 
of  a  few  years,  they  named  above  20,000  children,  born 
amongft  them,  SaUm,  out  of  their  great  regard  and  aBediiup 
for  him.     The -natives  o(  Khorafiin,  therefore,  enjoyed  per- 
fc^  tranquillity  at  this  time,  when  tumults  and  fediiions,  not 
to  fay  open  war,  difturbcd  the  tcpofc  o(  many  other  parti  of 
the  J'/fl^/n  dominions ". 

■  MS.  Laad.nom.ifii.T^Hfl^.  Abu  T^»far  ,«..  T.ba..  S. 
At.  Maktn,  ubi  fup.  p.  ^6,  ^y.  "  iv!  J.  La-^d.  r.-oi'  i^;-  '-"•'i 
iip.  Oci:Miv'iiiill.  of  ih'f  Sar:.C.  vol.ii.  p.  ='.3,  In 
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jlninfar-      In  the  6sth  year  of  the  Hejra,  the  followers  of  ^,  ud 
reSion  af  (hcir  dependents,  at  Grf/o,  likcwife  put  thcmfelves  in  motion. 
ihifal-     They  propofed  to  ailemble  in  a  body  at  NokbaHabi  and  mvcti 
U^tri  of  from  thenct  into  Syria  the  following  year.  In  order  to  tevtnp 
jflli-rjain^thc  death  of  Hafc'm.    As  the  Cufans  now  i-eflc<acd  upon  thw 
rl*i'r'     ^^'^  ^"''  P*rfi*^'<"'8  conduS  to  that  /otom  with  the  utmoftdc- 
Khalifs.    (eftation,  they  thought  tbetnfelves  obliged,  both  in  point  of 
honour  and  duty,  to  take  vengeance  of  his  iniirderers,  ajtbc 
bell  atonement  they  could  make  for  To  enormous  a  crane. 
For  this  purpofe,  they  fent  circular  letters  to  their  friends,  in- 
viting them  to  contribute  all  in  their -power  to  the  exenitiM 
of  fo  laudable  a  defign.     The  five  principal  pcrfons,  to  whom 
the  management  of  the  whole  atFair  was  committed,  £«/nux 
Bbn  Sorady  Who  was  otte  of  the  Companions,  A4tfaitii 
Ebn  Nahbah;  one  of  /fit's  mod  intimate  friends,  Ab/taM 
Ebn  Sa'ui,  Mttallah  Ebn  IVati,  and  Rtfaa  Ebn  Shtiddad,  ma 
together  at  £<>/fW')'s  ho ufe,  attended  by  avdfl  number  of  dxir 
adherents,  in  order  to  concert  the  proper  meafures  that  were 
to  be  purfued  on  this  occafion.     To  the  Shiius,  or  kSlXM 
of  AH,  now  aflcmbled,  Mafabbib  made  an  elegant  fptechi 
wherein  he  fully  fet  forth  the  heinoufncfs  of  the  crime  theft- 
f ant  had  been  guilty  of,  in  deferting  Hofeiii,  thegrandfonirf 
the  prophet,  and  his  family,  after  they  had  invited  hrm  to 
their  city,  and  fo  folemnly  engaged  to  fupport  him ;  adding, 
that  they  could  no  otherwife,  in  any  degree,  atone  for  thit 
crime,  than  by  bringing  his  murderers  to  condign  puniili- 
ment ;  which  might  ealily  be  efFeScd,  if  they  could  pitcti 
upon  a  proper  general  to  lead  them  againft   the  perpetn- 
tors  and  abettors  of  that  execrable  fafl.     Refaa  then  prqwW 
to  the  aflembly,  for  a  general,  Stliman  Ebn  Sorad,  the  chief  of 
their  fe&,  or  rather  political  parly  ;  a  man  reverenced  by  m 
for  his  years,  dignity,  piety,  and  experience ;  who  wai  ub- 
animoufly  eleftcd,  and,  after  having  made  a  fpeechfuitabk  10 
the  occahon,  accepted  of  the  commajid.     Abd'atkh  EbaWi&i 
by  the  unanimous  fufirages  of  all  the  MoJUms  ^Ttfen^  wasthM    . 
appointed  treafuner,  and  a  conliderable  fum  of  money  depo- 
ftled  in  his  hands.     After  which, -^eAWn  difpatched  circulif     | 
letters  to  Saad  Ehn  Hcdaifa,  and  others,  to  excite  them  to 
afl  with  vigour,  and  forward  as  much  as  poiEblc  the  exec«r-    i 
tion  of  the  plan  of  operations  that  had  been  formed;  and,  in 
a  ihort  time,  received  from  them  fuch  fatisfaflory  anfwo»i  ^    , 
greatly  animated  both  him  and  hi-^  firiends.     It  may  W"  l*     ! 
improper  here  to  obferve,  that  this  affair  had  b^en  in  agitation 
ei'erfince  the  death  of  Yezid;  fo  that  the  followers  of  ^Z'"*"     i 
amafled  vaft  quantities  of  provifions,  ercfled  lai^  raaga*iries» 
and,  in  (hort,  taken  all  the  necdTary  precautions  to  renaer     ] 
this  enterprlze  fuccefjful.    It  has  been  femaiked  by  ■"*"'' 

tariq. 
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Farajj  Ait  SeHmati  was  w  j6-ah  of  the  tr'the  of  Khtxaa ;  and 
that  Afenodn  Sin  Al  Haitm,  whofe  mother,  /fmena  Bint  Al- 
kamay  to  of  the  houfe  of  Saftuan^  was  the  firfl  of  the  Kbalifs 
who  made  his  way  to  the  Mofitm  throne  hy  the  alEAaiicc  of 
the  fword ». 

Abou  t  fix  months  after  the  death  of  Yt^sd,  in  the  month  of  fluy  tf- 
RamaJat,  Jl  Aiekhtar  Ehn  Abu  ObeiJah  came  to  C^a,  and/*"*** 
brot^t  along  with  him  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mehammtd  EhnTtlka,  la'"^  *f 
order  to  coQ^  the  tribute  of  that  city  for  Abd'altab  Ebn  Zebtir,  4°*> 
who  had  been  elc£led  KbaH/by  the  Arabs.  This  man,  pretend- "" ' 
big  to  i£t  under  thcdireftion  of  MohammtdEbn  Hanifiyah,  one 
tAAWi  fons,  was  at  firft  not  a  iitttc  carcffed  by  the,  followers 
ofdiat  Imam.    But  Al  Mokbtar^tetv/vAi  depreciated  the  me- 
rita  and  capacity  of  Solimdn  Ebu  Sarad  Al  Khinoai,  and  Jira- 
i'lTt.  having  declared  'in  very  warm  terms  againil  the  fenti- 
ments  omtaincd  in  a  fpecch  of  Abitaliab  Ebn  Tezid,  then  go- 
vernor of  Cufa,  which  Teemed  to  favour  the  fe^taries,  or  male' 
coments,  they  were  both  for  fome  time  treated  with  lefs  rc- 
^>ed  by  the  Shiitts,  as  well  as  by  AbitaUah  Ebn  Yisjd.     Na^, 
Jbrahim,  by  his  conduA,  To  incenfed  them,  that  Mafabbtb  ^ 

threatened  him  with  an  aflalSnation;  cho'  afterwards  finding 
means  to  pacify  the  governor,  both  he  and  Al  Mokhtar  ttca- 
vered  their  former  elteemi  and  Sallman,  at  the  head  of  th« 
Sbiittt,  Ibon  after  appeared  in  arms.  The  troops  he  allein- 
bled  on  this  occaflon,  according  to  Abu'l-Faraj,  amounted  to 
about  4000  men  1. 

At  this  time,  the  Motazalites,  or  Stparatijis^  who  had  af-  lubicb  i*- . 
lifted  AbiTallab  Ebn  Zobiir  in  the  defence  of  Mecca,  aban-  ''W"  '• 
doned  him,  and  retired  to  Bafra.     Obeidallah  Ebn  Ziyad,  ™* «/ 
the  governor  of  that  city,  who  was  always  their  moft  impla-  lOiOoo. 
cable  enemy,  had  formerly  done  his  utmoil  to  extirpate  them ; 
to  that  they  found  themfelves  obliged,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
fete  he  intended  them,  to  fiy  to  Muca,  and  put  themfelves 
there  under  the  prote^ion  of  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zebeir.     As  ho 
then  flood  in  great  need  of  their  alTidancc,  he  gave  them  a 
favourable  reception,  without  making  any  inquiry  into  th^ 
principles  they  maintained ;  as  they,  on  their  fide,  being  then     ' 
invcrydiftrclledcircumftancea,  did  not  thinlc  it  proper,  or  ex- 
pedient, to  aflc  him  any  queflions  either  about  his  leligious  or 
political  fenti men ts.     However,  fome  time  after,  before  they 
engaged  themfelves  thoroughly  in  bis  fcrvice,  they  recollei^d, 

f  MS.  Laad.nam.  i6t.  nbi  fup.  Abu  Jaafar  At.  Tabak.& 
Al  Makik,  nbl  fop.  p.  57.  Gittc.  AbuV-Faraj,  abi  fup.  p. 
198.  GoLii  not.  id'Alfnigan.  p.  1  iS.  D'Herbsl.  Biblioth.  ori- 
ent, in  art.  £6#sz.  p.  1001.  ^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubl  , 
fop.  Abo  jAAPaa  Al  Ta-iari,  Al  Makih,  AcGreq.  Aeu'l- 
Faraj,  ubifap.  '     ,  _ 
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thit  both  fie  and  his  father  Zabtir  had  perTecatet!  them  cm 
account  of  Othmdi^s  death  ;  and  therefore  refolvcd  to  takein 
cccafion  from  hence  to  difcover  his  prefcnt  difpoCtion  towvii 
tiiem.     Coming  to  him  accordingly  in  a  body,  they  deCred 
to  Icnow  his  opinion  of  that  event ;  but  having  at  that  time 
Very  few  of  his  friends  about  him,  and  dearly  perceiving  th«r 
view  in  propoftng  fuch  a  queftion  to  him,  he  totd'them,  tli^ 
if  the;'  would  return  in  the  evening,  he  would  ^ve  ^m  i 
fatisfa£tory  anfffcr.     In  the  mean  time,  he  poftcd  a  proper 
party  of  the  guards  in  double  ranks  about  his  faoufe ;  wh\A 
hinmr'd  the  ^s/i«it/iV«,  when  they  returned,  from  proceed- 
ing to  afta  of  vioknce.  However,  one  of  the  moft  eloquent  of 
them  made  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  enumerated  the  difpenfationi 
of  providence  towards  them,  as  well  as  all  the  Khatifs  thi 
had  pre&led  over  the  Mefltms  fince  the  death  of  Mshemmii, 
refleSed  feverely  npon  Othnan's  adminiilration,  and,  in  Sk, 
endeavoured  to  juftify  the  murder  of  that  TmJm.     JbiiM 
tcpliedi  that,  with  regard  to  AlahaTtmud,  on  whom  too  gmt 
encomiums  could  not  be  paflcd,  as  well  as  /fbu  Btcr  and 
Onur,  he  perfedlly  agreed  with  him  in  what  he  hadadvancedj 
but  rhat,  as  no  man  living  was  better  acquainted  with  0th- 
man  than  himfelf,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  declare,  that  he  b^ 
]ievcd  that  KbaHf  to  have  been  wrongfully  murdered  j  thatb 
never  wrote  the  letter  laid  to  his  charge;  and  that  he  fhould 
always  fiipport  Othman'i  friends,  and  oppofe  his  eneiriie;,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power.     To  this  they  anfwered,  God  'f 
tUar  of  ihte,  thou  intmf  tfGoa  I  Which  he  inftantly  eccboci 
again,    and  they  immediately  took  their  leave   of  i^ft'- 
Some  of  them  went  to  Tom^ma,  and  others  to  Bafra.    Tbe 
latter  animated  one  another  to  fome  bold  attempt  in  favonrof 
religion;  and,  having  been  Joined  by  feveral  ftragglerj  upon 
the  road,"  before  they  reached  Bafra,  formed  a  body  of  jco 
men.     They  entcr'd  the  town,  when  eveir  thing  was  in  coo- 
fuHon,  on  account  of  OteitfaHah's  precipitate  retreat,  or  ra- 
ther flight,  into  Syria  ;  which  gave  them  an  opportuni^r  of 
opening  the  public  prifons,  and  conftrainirg  the  .malefaaon 
they  took  from  thence  to  be  incorporated  amongft  tbecn. 
However,  both  the  Mataxalitei  and  their  companions,  afw 
the  commottnn  was  appeafed,  wcrcfoon  difperfed,  and  obliged 
to  abandon  Bafra.     As  for  the  ftrces  afl^mbled  by  SaSman, 
if  we  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  they  fooo  inc/wW 
from  4000  to  16000  men.     But  before  we -can  oblige  out 
readers  with  the  parrifiulars  of  this  expedition,  and  the  fate  be 
met  with  in  the  a>ndufion  of  it,  in  a  fatisfadory  manner,  it 
will  be  proper  to  premile  a  ftiort  and  concife  account  of  thj 
famous  Mtihtar,  or  Al  Mtibtar,  as  he  b  called  by  the  Jrai 
hillorians,  the  fcouree  of  the  enemies  of  the  boufe  of  ''''* 
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who  maka  lb  coaliderable  a  ligure  in  that  part  of  tlie  ^^ 
hiftory  we  are  now  upon  '. 

The  foUowds  of  jOi  had  not  entertained  the  moft  favour-  jb  at- 
ible  (eatiiuents  ofjfi  Moihtar  Bbif  Jiu  Obtidab,  fincc  the  time  cuiMt  of 
lie  wa»  fuppdcd  to  have  been  top  remifs  intheferviccof  fl«-  AlMokh- 
fan.  But  he  recovered  bis  eftcem  with  tl^  party,  when  he  '"' 
not  only  mtotzined  in  hia  houfe  MoJUmy  who  had  been  lent 
to  C^m  by  fiaftin,  to  uke  the  fuSrages  of  (he  Cifans,  in  a 
Tery  hofpitable  manner,  but  lilccwife  made  ufc  of  all  his  in-  ' 
tereft  privately  to  ferve  him ;  tho'  he  ilil)  thought  fit  to  ap- 
pear amof^ft  OieiJ'allah'i  friends,  in  order  to  prevent  fufpi- 
cion.  But  Obtittallah,  having  fecret  ioteihgence  of  his  con- 
duct, upbraided  him  with  it,  and  gave  him  fuch  a  blow  with 
bis  ftkk'upon  the  face,  that  he  beat  out  one  of  his  eyes.  Not 
contuit  with  this,  he  fent  him  immediately  to  prifon,  and  de- 
tained him  there  till  the  death  of  Ue/tia ;  when,  finding 
means  to  make  a  proper  application  to  Yezref,  he  was  fct  at  - 
liberty  by  the  exprels  command  of  the  Khalif.  Oheid'allab, 
aa  his  incereft  required,  was  very  defirous  of  continuing  his 
detention,  butdutft  net  difobey  thef^a/^;  and  thcTefbre  re- 
Icafed  him,  but  ordered  him  to  quit  the  territories  of  Ciifa 
within  the fpace of  direc days.  Ai Mekbtar  \\itnma.Ae  Hat  beft 
of  bis  way  to  Htjim,  where  meeting  with  one  of  his  friends, 
who  alked  him  how  he  came  to  lofe  his  eye,  he  faid,  "  The 
**  fbn  of  a  whore  has  beat  it  out;  but  God  kill  me  if  I  do  not 
**  fome  time  or  other  cut  him  to  pieces."  Al  Makbtar  after- 
wards being  told  by  the  Arab  with  whom  he  was  converfing, 
tiut  AbiaSab  Ehn  Zobiir  had  mi^t.Mtcca  his  reftdence,  he 
delivered  bimfclf  in  the  following  terms :  "  His  affairs  will 
**  iwweTbeinaflourilhingfituation,till  you  fee  At  Mokhlar  at 
**  the  head  of  his  forces,  with  orders  to  revenge  the  death  of 
•*  Jf^fdn.  I  will  then  dcftroy  as  many,  by  way  of  vengeance 
**  for  the  murder  of  that  /suim,  as  there  perifbcd  on  account 
**  of  the  blood  of  yoba  the  fon  of  'iacharias,  on  whom  be 
•'  peace."  For  the  illuftracion  of  which  pafTage,  it  muft  be 
obferved,  that  the  Mtfltrnt  hold  in  a  very  high  veneration  the 
memory  of  Sl  f^hn  the  Baptift,  on  account  of  the  honour-  ' 

able  ntcntion  made  of  him  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  Keren, 
Kot  does  the  commentary  on  this  paflkgc,  drawn  up  by  Ha- 
fijn  Wan,  a  Prtmh  vcriion  of  which  has  been  publilbed, 
give  a  lefs  advaatageous  chara^cr  of  that  faint.  A^  a  fardiee 
proof  of  his  fanSJty,  and  the  iniquity  of  his  murderers,  ^ 
MAammdam  have  alio  a^  tradition,  which  contains. an  act     - 

*  MS.  Laud.  nom.  r6i.  libj  fnp.  Ism.  Asul«ed.  in  llift.  uu* 
tm.  Abu  jAAr^a  At,  T*b*«.  At  Makin,  ei  Gaio.  Aau't. 
Faiaj,  otn  fiip. 
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count  of  the  vengeance  taken  upon  the  Jttot  for  the  perpe- 
tration of  that  horrid  faS,  and  is  to  the  following  dSt&: 
**  The  general  either  of  Bekhtnojr^  Nebuthadnexzarj  or  Ga- 
*'  4ar%,  jfniiacbus  Epiphanes,  in  an  expedition  againfl  Jtru- 
"  faUm,  entering  the  temple,  faw  blood  bubbling  upon  thi 
*'  great  altar  thei^  and  afking  the  reafon  of  it,  the  Jn/t 
"  told  him  it  was  the  blood  of  a  facrihce  which  had  not  been 
*'  accepted  of  God  :  to  which  he  replied,  that  they  had  not 
*t  told  him  the  truth,  and  ordered  a  thoufand  of  them  to  be 
"  OaJnon  the  attar;  but  the  blood  not  ceafing,  hetoldtheoi, 
*'  that,  if  they  would  not  confcfs  the  truth,  he  would  not  ^»re 
*'  one  of  them ;   whereupon  they  acknowledged  it  was  the 
"  blood  of  John  :  and  the  general  faid,  Thus  bath  ytur  I,0II> 
"  taien  vengeaate  en  yiti ;  and  then  cried  out,   O  John  !  fl»r 
*.'  Lord  andlhy  Lord  innutth  what  bath  btfiUtn  tbj  fn^ 
•'  for  thy  fake  ;  vihirefsrt  let  thy  hleodjiop,  by  G on' t  perm/' 
"  ften^  left  I  leave  not  one  of  them  alive :  upon  which  the 
•'  blood  immediately  flopped."     To  this  tradition  Ateibltr 
apparently  alluded,  in  his  difcourfe  vi\.th  the  Arab  of  Htjh; 
after  his  departure  from  whom  he  went  to  Mecca,  in  order  to 
offer  his  fcrvice  to  AhdaUah  Ehn  Zaieir,  and  arrived  there 
foon  after  his  inauguration.     But  not  meeting  with  proptr 
encouragement  there,  he  retired  (o  T6yef\  and*  in  about  i 
year's  tinie,  returned  to  Meeeet.    Soon  after  his  arrival  there, 
Jbttaliah,  by  the  aifilVance  of  /fbhis  Ebn  Sahel,  engaged  him 
in  his  fervicc.    Hawcver,  Meihtar  could  not  be  prcv«led  trp- 
on  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ahiallah,  before  the  Iitier 
had  promifed  to  make  ufe  of  him  in  all  his  moft  weighty  if- 
'         fairs,  and  grlnt  him  free  acccfs  to  him  on  all  occafioni,  even 
before  any  other  perfon.     After  this,  4ie  behaved  with  grt»t 
bravery  durine  the  fiege  of  Mtaa,  which  was  raifcd  upon  rtie 
news  of  Yezt^s  death ;  and  continued  above  live  monthi  ffi'di 
jtb^nllah  after  that  event.     But  not  being  advanced  to  sny 
confidcrable  poft,  and  being  informed  that  the  ferries  at 
Cufa  only  wanted  a  proper  general,  in  order  to  carry  all  before 
diem,  he  immediately  fet  out  for  that  city.     Every  mofquc 
OB  the  road  he  vifited,  performed  his  devotions  in  them  al'i 
and  harangued  the  people  he  found  therein,  afluring  them  of 
viaory,  and  a  fpeedy  deliverance  from  all  the  grievances  they 
laboured  under.     He  had  no  fooner  entered  Cufa,  thsn  he 
Convoked  the  leaders  of  the  fedaries  there ;   telling  them, 
that  became  from  Mohammed  Ebn  Hamfyah,  the  mine  of  e<- 
ceHency,  the  Imsm  that  direfled  the  right  way,  and  rejtfefeor- 
ing  to  them  the  incapacity  of  SoUm^  for  the  undertaking  i" 
which  be  was  foon  to  imbark.    Thefe  two  points  he  repeateo 
to  them  fo  often,  that  at  lafl  he  made  an  impreffion  upon  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  Shiitei  in  bis  favour  j  though  the  w* 
'        ^     pCTor 
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perior  intereft,  age,  and  authority,  of  SeSman  rendered  It  im- 
poffiblefor  him  to  wreft  the  command  out  of  his  hands.  How- 
ever«  he  comforted  himrdf  with  the  hopes  of  beine;  vcfled 
with  the  fupreme  authority,  and  confequenily  with  the  com- 
mind  of  aU  the  Shiiti  forces,  in  cafe  Sttimdn  fliould  mif- 
caTTy  in  the  projeded  expedition.     Neverclielefs,  for  fome  1 

time,  his  interetl  declined  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  upon  fuf- 
picion  of  his  having  formed  a  defign  of  fcizing  upon  the  pro- 
vince, he  was  furprtzed  by  a  detachment  of  Salrmatt's  troops, 
condu(3cd  to  prifbn,  and  for  a  certain  term  kept  there  cIo(tIy 
oonfincd.  We  mull, not  forget  to  remarlc,  ihitThiopbantt 
calls  the  pcrfon,  of  whom  we  have  here  been  giving  our 
lesders  an  account,  AAiuhar,  or  Muehar,  and  Mtuktar,  not 
Mocbtary  as  has  been  aflerted  by  Mr.  Ociley.  He  atfo  tells 
ns,  that  this  Muehar,  tho'  an  impodor,  pretended  to  a^  the 
prophet,  made  himfelf  maAer  of  Ptr/ia,  and  occalioned  a- 
mongft.the  Arabt  many  commotions.  From  whence,  in  con- 
jun&ion  with  many  more  inftances  of  the  lilcr  kind  that  oc- 
cur, Ibme  of  which  have  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  this 
Irork,  we  may  infer,  that  a  moft  confufed,  indlflinA,  and  im- 
perfed  relation  of  the  Arab  affairs  has  been  handed  down  to 
tu  by  the  later  Grttk  and  Latin  hiftorians  *. 

All  /^/jf/eii^/ar's  efforts  todeprivcStf/maKof  bis  poA  proving  ^lirnXn 
inefFcdual,  that  general  began  his  march  at  the  head  of  the  iegim  hit 
SbiiU  forces,  who  had  alTumed  the  name  of  ptniunts,  bccaufe  of  n"*'^  '*• 
the  ptmtenct,  or  repentance  and  forrow,  they  now  exprefled  for  "  Syda. 
abandoning  Hefiin,  for  the  place  of  their  declination.     He 
iiift  advanced  toNeihailah,  a  town  at  no  very  great  diRance 
from  Ciifiiy  being  the  place  appointed  for  the  general  rendez- 
vous, in  the  new  moon  of  the  latter  ^djj.     When  he  arrived 
there,  he  took  a  view  of  the  campi  and  being  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  at  the  fmall  number  of  men  that  formed  it,  he  inftantly 
dilpatcfaed  two  of  his  hoife  to  Cu/a,  with  orders  to  ci^'  out  in 
Ihcflreets,  and  in  the  great  mofque.  Vengeance  for  Ho- 

siiM  !  This  fo  alarmed  the  citizens,  that  they  afiembled  in 
vaft  numbers,  and  feveral  of  them  repaired  the  next  morning 
to  the  camp  at  Ntkhailah.  Amongft  thefe  there  was  one  who 
had  married  an  Arabian  lady,  the  moft  celebrated  beauty  of 
iKr  age,  on  whom  he  doatcd  to  excefs ;  and  another,  who 
was  a  peifon  of  diflio^ion,  that  had  a  daughter  and  many  re- 

■  MS.  Laad,  odid.  i6t.  et  Ism.  Abvlpbd.  vbi  fap.  Al  Kor, 
MohamI  f.iii.  v,  33.  HosEiN  Wjigz,  in  comment,  ad  Al  Kor. 
Mohammed,  ibid.  Yahya,  Jalla.lo'ddin,  Al  Beidawi,  &c. 
D'Hbrbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  an.  yahia  Beu  Zacaria,  p.  471* 
471.  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabahi  &  Al  Maeih,  ubi  fup.  p.  S7- 
TmoruAN.  chronograph.' p.  joo.  J03,  304-  Ociuev's  nifl.  of 
tkc  Suae,  vol.ii-  p.  178— 3B8. 
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btionf;  boA  of  .whom  abandoned  every  thing  that  was  dear 
and  viluable  to  them,  with  uncommon  alacrity,  on  this  oc- 
calion;  the  former  faying  at  his  departure,  0  GoD  !  /  enm 
mend  to  tbee  my  family  and  my  child.  0  G  o  D  !  frtferve  me  im 
thtm  !  and  the  latter,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  his  daughter,  wben 
flic  alked  him  how  he  could  abandon  her,  Child,  thy  father 
fiesfrtm  his  Jin  to  Ai'j  God.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thdi:  vo- 
lunteers, SaSman  took  a  review  of  thetroopi  under  hi*  com- 
mand, and  found  them  to  amount  to  above  4000  cffe^ve 
men ;  though  the  Cilfant  had  promifcd  to  fupply  him  with  at 
leall  foul  timet  that  number.  Two  thoufaDd  of  thofe  who 
had  engaged  to  attend  SiHmAn,  had  been  drawn  off  by  ^«f- 
|(ir,  wno,  iho'  a  pretended  friend  to  the  caufe  he  efpoided,  en-, 
tertaiaed  very  indifferent  fentiments  of  the  military  cmpackf 
of  that  general ;  and  the  other  10,000  chofe  rather  to  vioUt* 
their  oaths,  and  abandon  the  engagements  they  had  enteied 
into,  than  to  run  the  rifk  of  being  cut  to  piece*  by  a  Aipcrior 
enemy.  However,  Suliman  did  not  negle£l  to  animate  hix 
men,  by  affuring  tbsm,  that  they  were  to  fight  for  another 
world,  and  not  for  this ;  and  that  therefore,  ■  whatrver  flwuU 
be  the  fate  of  the  prefcnt  expedition,  they  might  depend  up- 
on  a  future  Hate  of  eternal  and  uninterrupted  fidicity.  A 
^  •  council  of  war  being  held,  two  plans  of  operations  were  pn>- 
pofed  to  the  general;  according  to  the  firftof  whtcb,  the 
troops  were  to  return  to  Ctife,  and  put  to  the  fword  all  thofi 
who  had  deferred  Bafiin  in  that  city  j  but  the  latter  required 
tbetn  immediately  to  march  into  SjrWu,  and  talte  vengeauice 
of  Ohtid'alleb  there,  who  had  been  the  principal  caule,  if  noc 
the  abfolute  author,  of  the  deflruiSion  of  that  Imam.  This, 
for  feveral  weighty  rcafons  and  confiderations,  meeting  with 
Seliinaa's  approbation,  ^c  made  the  neceflary  difpoHtions  for 
,  putt'L^g  it  in  immediate  execution ;  tho'  Ihrahim  £bn  M§baa- 

mid  Ebn  Ttlha,  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zchiir's  colleflor  of  the  tri- 
bute at  Cii/a,  and  Abd'aliah  Ebn  I'tzid,  the  governor  of  that 
city,  who  were  both  in  the  interefl  of  the  boure  ofHi/btm, 
dia  their  utmofl  to  prevail  upon  him  to  fufpend  his  march. 
They  reprcfented  to  HBliman, ,  that  they  Ihould  foon  be  able  Co 
aflift  him  both  with  money  and  troops ;  and  that  as  Oiitd'ai- 
lab,  by  reafon  of  his  enormous  cruelty,  was  mortally  hated  in 
that  province,  it  would  be  ttetter  to  wait  for  him  there,  when 
the  people  would  moft  certainly  declareagainA  him,  and  where 
he  would  foon  arrive,  than  to  attack  a  powerful  enemy  in  his 
own  country  witfi  fo  incoiifiderable  a  force.  But  Sijtiotia 
proving  deaf  to  fo  falutary  an  admonition,  lirahia  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  him  to  remain  in  his  camp  at  Icaft  till  he 
could  furnifh  him  with  the  tribute  of  the  provinces ;  which 
wguld  not  fail  of  animating  his  men,  tai  embling  him  to 
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puQi  on  with  greater  vigour  the  military  operations.  But  St- 
liman  ftill  continuing  refraiiory,  the  confeiences  broke  off 
without  fucceTa ;  and  the  Shiiu  army  decamped  from  ^d- 
tbailabf  \a  order  to  puifuc  their  march  into  Syria  without 
delay  '. 

'  The  firft  place  to  which  SoSman  advanced,  after  his  de-  Aaimd-  . 
pirturc  from  Naibailah^  was  Ei^ai  upon  the  Euphratet ;  vanrtt  tt 
wberC)  upon  a  general  mufler,  he  found  that  by  defertion  he  Mafbbai 
had  loft  1000  men.  Nor  was  he  joined  there  by  the  5(yflra- Hofeio. 
ti/is  <A  Bafra  and  M  M^dayin,  tho'they  had  promifed  him  a 
icinfbrccmcnt ;  which  proved  a  great  difcouragement  to  hij 
troopSt  erpecially  as  they  had  received  certain  advice,  that 
Oheid'allah  was  upon  his  match  againft  them.  However,  ^0* 
Btadn  put  a  good  face  upon  the  matter,  faying  to  his  men* 
"  Xhe  Lord  doth  not  approve  of  their  going  out,  and  there- 
**  fore  he  hath  withdrawn  them  for  our  advantage ;  where- 
**  fore  praife  ye  the  Lord."  Sdiman  having  refumcd  hit 
march,  and  continued  it  all  ntght,  he  arrived  the  next  morn- 
itig  at  Majhhad  Hejtin^  or  the  fipukhre  nf  thi  martyr  Hofein, 
where  the  army  ftaid  a  day  and  a  night,  in  order  to  pray  for 
Hoftln,  to  beg  his  pardon  for  dcfcrting  him,  and  to  perforin 
Upon  that  holy,  pure,  and  fublime  fpot  iheir  devotions.  When 
they  (irft  approached  the  tomb^  they  all  cried  out  with  ons 
voice,  and  (bed  tears  in  the  moft  copious  manner,  wlfliing 
that  they  had  all  died  with  him  ;  Jnfomuch  that  a  more  me- 
lancholy and  moving  fcenc  never  appeared.  Nay,  their  grief 
Was  fo  intenfe  on  this  occafion,  their  repentance  for  abandon- 
ing  Haftin  fo  11  nee  re,  and  To  fervent  theic  devotion,  that,  when 
SMTttan  commanded  them  to  march,  not  a  man  of  ihem  would 
ftir  tUI  he  had  firft  ftood  upon  Hefna's  tomb,  and  aflted  hi* 
pardon  for  what  had  happened.  Which  condud  Teemed  fo 
extraordinary  even  to  the  more  rational  JiithaTomtdam  them* 
felves,  that  one  of  them  ^hen  prefent  fwote  that  he  never  faw 
fuch  crouding  about  the  black  Jlont  in  the  temple  of  Mecca  it* 
felf.  In  order  to  fet  which  remark  in  a  dear  tight,  we  muft 
beg  leave  to  remind  our  readers,  that  the  black Jlene  here  men- 
tioned is  a  {lone  fet  in  fiJver,  and  fixed  in  the  fouth  eaft  corncf 
of  the  Caaha^  being  that  which  looks  towards  Bafra,'  aboiU 
two  inches  and  one-third,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  fcven 
Jpant  from  the  ground,  held  in  the  utmofl  veneration  by  thf 
Mobamirudani,  and  kiffed  by  all  who  perform  the  pilgrimage 
to  Micca ;  being  called  by  fome  of  them  thi  right  hand  if 
God  m  garth.  But  for  a  farther  account  of  this  ftone,  at 
well  as  of  every  thing  elfe  relating  to  the  temple  of  Mma^ 

I  MS.  Laud,  nam.  i6i*  ct  tiH.  AitririD,  nbi  fup. 
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we  mud  refer  our  readers  to  a  preceding  part  of  this 
work  u. 
BtamJbit  From  Ma^had  Hejiimhe  Sbiile 2imy  maicheA  to He/JfiA^ 
trtapi  are  and  from  thence  to  jitjfmbar,  or  jfaMr,  a  city  oi  Irak,  near  the 
oil  tut  It  confluence  of  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates,  in  the  territory 
^^  *T  ■  of  Bagyad,  and  the  imperial  feat  of  JlSafah,  the  firft  fCbal^ 
Obeid'al-  of  (he  houfe  of  Jl-bas.  From  j/nbar  Sallman  advanced  to  5»- 
^'  dud;  and  from  thence  to  Kayyarah,  where  he  ordered  his 

troops  to  pitch  their  tents.  They  had  not  been  lone  here  be- 
fore Sellraan  received  a  friendly  letter  from  Abdeliah  Eta  Yir~ 
aid,  the  governor  of  Cii/a ;  wherein  he  prefled  him  to  return 
home,  and  reprefentcd  to  him,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  fcJly 
and  temerity  of  enga^ng  fo  powerful  an  army  as  would  b« 
fent  ^ainli  him  with  a  handfiil  of  men.  Abitallab  concluded 
his  letter  with  thefe  remarkable  words  :  **  Oo  not  fet  at  nought 
**■  my  advice,  nor  contradid  my  command.  Come  as  Uxok 
**  as  my  letter  is  read  to  you,  Goo  turn  your  laces  towards 
**  his  obedience,  and  your  backs  to  a  rebellion  againft  him." 
Sut  Soliman  imagining  that  Ab^aliah  recalled  them  only  in 
order  to  fupport  Md'aUab  Ebn  Zobeir,  perfifted  in  his  inten- 
tion of  penetrating  into  Sjrt*;  telling  his  troops,  that  they 
would  never  be  nearer  the  two  Hofeins,  meaning  H»feiii  artd 
his  brother  Hefan,  to  whom  the  Shiites  gave  that  name,  thaa 
they  were  at  prefent ;  and  that  if  they,  at  this  jun&urc, 
ibould  meet  with  death,  they  would  die  in  a  flace  of  repent- 
ance, and  confe<|^uently  obtain  a  remiflion  of  tlieir  fins.  From 
Kajyarab  the  Shiile  general  moved  to  Hait,  or  Haditxa,  an- 
other town  of  Irak,  fituated  on  the  oppolite  bank  of  the  £ii- 
phratesy  from  whence  he  wrote  an  anfwei  to  AbitalUb  Ebn 
Tevjd;  wherein  he  thanked  him  for  his  kind  letter,  but  faid 
that  he  could  not  accept  of  his  invitation.  To  which  he  add- 
ed, that  his  men  confidered  themfelves  as  true  penitents,  suid 
therefore  refolved  to  continue  their  march,  and  leave  to  God 
the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  From  Hadiiza  SoUmSn  adr 
vanced  to  Kariijia,  a  city  of  Mefefotamia^  the  Cercupian  of 
the  later  Grtik  and  Roman  writers,  whofe  walls  were  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Chabara,  or  Mera,  and  the  Euphrates  ;  and 
from  thence  to  Ainwerda,  or  Ainwerdah,  where  the  Stpara- 
iijls  gave  out,  that  their  delign  was  to  depofe  both  the  Kbat 
ijfs,  and  fix  upon  the  MaJJem  throne  one  of  the  family  of  the 
-prophet.  But  here  a  flop  was  put  to  their  career,  they  meet- 
ing with  the  juft  reward  of  their  temerity  and  prefumption, 
^or,  Obeidelleh  Eba  Zijad  came  up  with  them  at  ^in- 

■  lidem  ibid.  DliERpiL.  Bibl.  orient,  in  art.  lUiifaii^  te  M»- 
laMaiiei.'  A\.  Zamaefiika*.  Ahmed  EbhYusbf,  Foe.  not.  in 
^'ec.  hift.  Arab-  p-  ii7>  '<(•  ■M«d,tl)U,vol,  i.p.  208. 

mtrdOf 


C.  a;  ^be  Hifiorj  of  the  KtsAx.  '  t37 

mterdaj  or  Rat  Atn^  as  we  find  ic  called  by  Mu'l-Ftirajy  with 
a  body  of  20,000  horfe ;  in  1  fhort  time  brought  them  to  a 
general  adion ;  and,  after  a  Iharp  difpute,  cut  them  all  to 
pieces  upon  the  fpot '. 

Soon  after  thb  decifive  ai£tion,the  governor  a( Cufa  releafed  MerwSn 
vf/  Aioibtar,  whom  he  had  before  ordered  to  be  confined,  itdiit. 
the  requeft  of  jtJ/ti'd'aiiahEbnOmar,who  had  mimed  JiMaih- 
tar'a  fiftcr.  This  happened  a  little  before  the  death  of  Mer- 
tuoM,  who  departed  this  life  in  the  month  of  Ramadan.  It 
mud  here  be  remember'd,  that,  after  Moawiyah'i  deceafe, 
JHerwdH  was  ele^ed  Khalif,  on  condition  that  KhaUti,  the- 
ion  of  Tindd,  Oiould  mount  the  Mojltm  throne  after  him,  and 
his  own  children  be  excluded  from  thd  fuccelBon ;  Kbaled  at' 
that  time  refufing  to  take  the  government  upon  him,  on  ac- 
count of  his  tender  age.  To  Ihew  the  purity  and  fmcerity  of 
his  intentions  in  this  afiair,  Mtrtoin  married  Tezitfi  widow, 
ivbo  was  KbdU^s  mother,  and  declared  that  he  would  never 
be  guilty  of  an  infra^on  o^  the  treaty  concluded  with  Kha- 
itdy  in  the  minuteft  particular.  However,  afterwards  alter- 
ing his  mind,  he  caufed  his  cideft  fon  Abd'almoUc  to  be  pro-  -  • 
claimed  his  tawfiil  fucceflbr;  which  fodil^ufled  KhdUd,  who 
always  hated  him,  that  he  one  day  reviled  him  for  it,  beforq 
a  great  number  of  the  nobility,  in  a  very  reproachful  rnan-  , 

ner.  This  fo  incenfed  Menudn,  that  he  called  him  baOard  ; 
which  his  mother  being  informed  of  by  the  child,  flie  vowed 
to  be  revenged  of  him  for  fo  grievous  an  afiront.     In  confe- 

2uence  of  which  refolution,  {he  foon  after  poifoned  him,  as  we 
nd  aflerted  by  fome  of  the  Arab  hiflorians,  or,  as  others  will 
have  it,  fmothcred  him,  by  laying  a  pillow  on  his  face,  when 
he  was  afleep,  and  fitting  upon  it  till  he  was  dead.  However, 
Jbu  Jaafar  JtlTabari  leems  to  intimate,  xbM  Merwan  died 
of  the  plague ;  &nd  not  a  word  is  faid  of  his  wife's  being  even 
in  any  manner  accellbry  to  his  death  by  Abu'i-Faraj.  Some 
authors  make  him  to  have  been  fixty  three,  and  others,  with 
more  probability,,  feventy-one  years  of  age,  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  wife,  fay  thofe  who  believe  that  (he  deftroyed  him, 
gave  out  that  he  died  fuddenly.  He'relgned  298  days,  or,  as 
others  affirm,  eleven  months,  if  we  compute  from  the  re- 
newal of  his  inauguraticn.  We  find  it  intimated  by  Thta- 
fbanesy  that  the  Arabs  clewed  AHaUab  Ebn  Zabtir  Kholzf  at 
Xathrti,  oiMtdiaa,  which  be  denominates 'fififtr/i,  andtb^ 

*  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6i.  ubi  fop.  Golu  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p. 
It4<  234.  zs^-  Ab"  JaaFak  Al  Tabak.  ct  At.  Makih,  ubi 
fnp.  p.  9J.  ZoiiH.  lib.  iii.  c.  la,  13.  Eurkop.  lib.  ix.  c.  a. 
SiXT.  Rwr.c.  jfxii.  Paocor.  PetHc.  lib.  ii.c.  ;.  Ahmiah.  MaK" 
cBLLin.  1ib.xziii.  c.  11.  Abv  Jaafak  AlTaba^,  &  Al  Ma- 
Km,  ubi  fu|i,  p  jy.  Gat?.  A»w\-F*raj,  obi  fup,  p.  198. 
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^'wm  S^nu&ty  called  by  him  Maruam^  at  Dama/iui  i 
where,  according  to  this  writer,  he  reigned  about  nine  montfas. 
DionyfiuiTiimartnfa  makes  Ttzid,  Meruian,  and  Ahd'aimaUc^ 
,  to  have  reigned  in  continual  fuccefGon,  and  confetjuen^r 
takes  no  notice  of  Ah£aUab  Eiit  Zohiir  and  Moawtyab  Tx. 
'Tis  no  wonder,  thcrerore,  that  he  llioutd  have  kept  J/n-tvtiJB 
a  year  upon  the  Afefitm  throne.  For  this  may  be  cafJy  ac- 
counted for,  if  we  fuppofe  his  Khalifat  to  have  commenced  ax. 
the.  death  of  TeMd.  It  ought  to  be  remarked  here,  that  M. 
'  D'Htrbelm  is  guilty  of  a  miftake,  when  he  affirms,  that  Afer- 
ivaa's  authority  was  recognized  by  all  the  provinces  of  the 
Mofiem  empire,  after  the  defeat  of  iJfl^<ii  Ebn  Kaii ;  and  that 
he  left  his  fan  Abd'ahnfilec,  after  his  death,  in  full  polTcfiion  of 
the  fovereignty  of  all  thofe  provinces.  For,  that  Abd'ailaa 
Ebn  Zohtir  was  invcfted  with  the  fupremc  authority  in  Arab-Oy 
when  Abd'almaltc  afccnded  the  Syrian  throne,  and  not  inurel/ 
'  reduced  till  the  73d  year  of  the  Htjra^  is  atteAed  by  the  belt 

Arabic  writers,  and  even  by  M.  D  Htrbtlot\i\m{t\^\  and  will, 
as  we  fully  perfuade  ourfelvcs,  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiftoiy,. 
mofl  dearly  appear  >. 
And  it  ht'  As  to  his  perfon,  Mtnuan  was  tall  and  of  a  thin  habit  of 
ritdut  body.  He  had  blue  or  grey  eyes,  and  red  or  yellowifli  hair. 
^>»a>^'  He  was  furnamed  Ebn  Tarld,  or  the  fan  of  the  txptlUdi  his 
•"•  father  Al  Hakim  having  been  baniflicd  by  Mehammed  to  At 

Ijy^  or  Ifaj^  for  divulging  a  fecrct  that  had  been  imparted 
to  him.  He  continued  in  exile  during  the  reigns  of '/ia  Bea- 
and  Onuir,  but  was  recalled  by  Othman;  to  whom  this  was 
afterwards  objefled  as  one  of  his  greatcft  crimes.  His  fecre- 
tary  was  SoJiaH  Ebn  Abrad,  or,  according  to  others,  Abfaliab 


MbhAwi;  his  Kddi,  or  judge,  Ebn  Idris  Al  Hafwani;   the 

s  guards,   lahya  E. 
Abu  Sahl,  his  urvant,  who  was  a  b/aci,  or  negra,  and  his 


captain  of  his  guards,  Tahya  Ebn  Kaisi   bis  chamberlain,- 


few 


mother's  frecd-man.  Eutycbiui  Hxes  the  duration  of  his  Kha- 
lifat prccifcly  at  nine  months,  and  Abu'l-Faraj  at  feven  and  a 
few. days;  m  which  he  differs  from  all  other  authors.  He 
died,  and  was  buried,  at  Damafcus,  and  his  Ton  AbtCahnaltt 
performed  the  funeral- fcrv ice  over  him.  He  expired,  as  has 
Men  already  obferved,  in  the  month  of  Ramadan,  or,  as  £u- 
tyelnus  will  have  it,  in  the  former  Rabi,  and  the  65th  year  of 
the  //«!>«,  comlponding  with  the  year  of  our  Lord  685  r, 

■>  A|u  Jaafak  Al  Tabul.  et  Al  Makih,  iit»  fop.  MS. 
Laud.  num.  t6i.  et  Grec.  Asu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  THioPHAa. 
droDOgnph.  p.  300.  DioNss.  Telmarjsni.  apud  Jof.  Simmon, 
^fleman.  is  Biblioth.  orient.  Clementico- Vatican,  torn.  ii.  p.  104. 
Met  ipfejog.  Simon-  Agsemam.  ibid.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth,  ori- 
•nr.  in  art.  Marvha,  p.  c^S.  et  in  art.  Abd'aliah  Ebn  Zobair,  p.  7, 

r  Aau  Jaafak  Al  TAiAitf  et  Al  MAKiVd  nbi  fup.  Eu> 
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S  E  C  T.    XI. 
k  Bd'almalec,  At  Ion  of  M&tuSji,  who  ^cnAti  litni,.JUA|- 
^  was  ^oxramaA jtlmU-lValid^ta,asc\htit3i&im,Mu Mtr-  ft&lcc]^ 
wun,  and,  accordii^  to  Abulfeia,  was  inaugurated  wi  the  3d  day  u/A  m»> 
ef  the  monthofJZirnuidUn,  being  the  very  diy  on  whl<;h  his  fa- A'^ 
ther  died.    His  mother  was  /^y/-;itf,  the  dau^terof  v?,/i;ra  Bb»  Merwin 
ArabEbn  Aki^lAi^  or,  according  to  ethers,  of  Maauiiyiii)  Ein  ^'*'         " 
MtgA^reb  Ebn  Jbu'l  At  Ebn  Ommya  Eia  Ahd  Sbemi.    Soma  ^"J**- 
authors  relate,  that,  at  the  time  of  his  inaugMration,  he  had  th* 
idtjhaf,  or  the  Karon,  in  his  lap ;  (riiich  folding  up,  he  laid, 
probably  to  the  pofoti  taking  die  oath  of  allegiarKV  to  hiiO) 
•*  LAx.  this  divide,  or  dotcrmine,  between  me  and  thee,"  Sut 
^9  circumftance  is  related  by  Abulftda  in  a  difierent  manncf. 
He  Informs  us,  that  when  the  news  of  hisfatber's  death  waa 
broueht  to  y/idT^^'/K,  the  mefliuigers  found  hijB)  W'th  tb^ 
Karon  in  the  aforefaid  poTition ;  and  that  hereupon  foldii^  it 
■p,  be  fiJd,  *'  I  muft  take  my  leave  of  thee  now."    But  thi| 
lelatkw,  tho'  followed  by  Mr.  OckUy,  ought  to  be  coniideredi 
en  many  arcoums,  as  much  more  impf obab) e  thaii  tbe  other '. 

Abd'allah  Ebn  Zob£IK,  who  had  been  elefled  -ArA«fijf 7J/ Syri- 
by  the  Arabs,  ltd]  holding  his  reGdcnce  at  Mtcca,  Ai^til^aif^  amftr- 
-would  not  permit  hii  ftibjeds  to  viiit  the  temple  there  1  atld^/efm  thir 
for  that  reafon,  ordeted  the  temple  ziyerufaUm  tq  tic.fo  ta-  f'^gn'mige 
kuiged  as  to  take  the  ftonc,  or  rather  the  ftcps,  on  which  Oaer  '»  'tttcm* 
badNbnhcrly  prayed,  and  on  which  the  AhJUm  had  'bcfoEc/^""Je- 
ervded  a  molque,  iato  the  body  of  the  church.     The  whot«  I'ulaleiii. 
being,  therefore,  thus  in  a  manner  converted  into  a  laofque, 
the  Syrians  performed  their  pilgrimage  thither,  as  the  ^€itt 
xmdtx  Ak^attab'i  juri4(li£tion  didlUll  to  the  Ctiaia.    Not  cOb- 
trat  with  this,  AiJ'a/ma/u  deSireii  Hm  Chriflians  oi  Damafiut 
to  deliver  into  his  hands  one  of  then  churches  adfiMning  to 
tbe  cathedral  there.     Upon  which,  tfaey  fhewed  him  the  in- 
ftrumcnt  drawn  up  and  figned  by  Khahd  Bin  Al  WaSA,  lyheq 
the  city  was  taken  in  the  AJJw/^ar  of  Onuir;  by  which  the pof- 
leffion  of  that  and  the  other  Cbrijiian  churches  wM  for  ever  fc* 
cured  to  tbem.     Mialmeltc  riien  offered  them  a  large  fum  of 
money,  and  gave^hcm  leave  to  build  another  church  in  Iteu  of 
itjin  what  part  of  the  town  they  pleafed.  But  not  being  hereby. 
iodnccd  to  part  wtth  it,  he  left  it  in  their  poSeffion ;  not  judg- 
ii^  it  [ffopcr  or  expedifiK  at  fbis  jun&irc,  when  Ira  bad  a.       . 

TTCN.  nUliip.  p.  $64,  364.   Oftic.  Abs'l-Fakjij,  ■Ufsp.fb  - 
198.  ■  Al  Makih,  id  hift.  Saracen,  lib.  t.  c.  12.  p>  fSt 

Gteo.  Aas'L-pASAj,  ubifup.  p.  19&,  1991. I>«.  Abu t^ao.  hiA, 
Doiy.  EvTYCfl.  obi  fop.  p.  364,  365.   OcsuT'f  UA.  of  the  S«f    . 
I».  vo(.ii.  p-agj,  ,    , 
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powerful  enemy  to  contend  with,  to  take  it  bota  them  b/ 
force  ». 
AIMokti-  Ths  following  year,  M MokbtarfWba  had  found  means, 
Ut^i  during  his  imprifonment,  to  keep  up  a  corrcfpondcncc  vrith 
^ftlfin  the  fedaries,  being  informed  of  SoHman'a  fate,  which,  from 
mttitn.  the  moment  of  that  general's  departure,  he  had  expe&ed,  be- 
gan to  put  himfelf  in  motion.  As  Ab^allab  Ebn  Zobeir  ftiQ 
fupported  himfelf  in  Arabia  againd  the  new  Syrian  Khalifa 
he  thought  this  a  proper  time  to  put  his  def^n  in  execu- 
tion ;  and  therefore  having  received  a  commiffioa  from  M 
Mahdi,  the  fon  of  Mohamaud,  the  fon  of  AUy  the  great  Imam, 
nrbead  of  the  fe£t  in  a  lineal  fuccclBon,  canflituting  him  ge- 
neral of  all  his  forces,  he  took  the  command  of  the  Shute 
Bimy  upon  him.  This  was  for  Tome  time  oppofed  by  /bra- 
bim  Eta  Ajhtar,  a  man  of  confidcrable  intcrelt  amongft  the 
fedaries;  but,  upon ^^/ji/a^ifrfiTr'sproducing his  commiffioa,be 
ocquielced  in  the  meafures  that  bad  been  taken,  and  AlMotb- 
tar  was  univcrfally  acknoWleged  generalilHmo  of  the  forces 
aflembled  to  demand  the  blood  of  Hofein,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  take  vengeance  of  ibe  murderers  of  that  Imam.  Nay,  ac- 
cording to  Abuiftda^  he  was  finally  inaugurated  Khalif\i^oa 
the  following  terms ;  that  he  fhould  govern  according  to  the 
contents  of  the  Book  of  God,  and  the  tradition*  of  his 
■pofile,  and  deftroy  all  the  murderer?  of  Hofein.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  agrennent,  he  killed  Shamer^  Knvla,  who 
carried  Hafiiii's  head  to  Obti^allaby  and  Amer^  who  com- 
oianded  the  army  that  defeated  the  troops  of  that  Im^.  Xbs 
bead  of  Amer,  together  with  that  of  hit  fon,  he  fent  to  Jlf»* 
hammed  Ebn  Hantfyah ;  and  put  Adi  Ebn  Hatbtm,  whom  he 
'  bad  taken  prifoner,  into  the  hands  of  the  Shiius^  who  ftrip- 

ped  him  and  {hot  him  with  arrows,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
he  had  ferved  the  fon  of  AH.    We  muft  not  forget  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  accoraing  to  Ebn  yaljel  Al  Andalufi,  an  Arah  au- 
thor of  Spain,  one  A&farjotoyah,  a  Jnuifi}  phyucian  of  Bafra, 
fiourlflicd  in  the  Kbaiifat  of  Mtrvjan.    He  tranflated  the  me- 
dical pandc^  of  Aaron  the  prefhyter  into  the  Arabic  tongue. 
A  remarkable  ftory  has  been  told  of  him  by  one  Ajub  Ebn  Al 
Haktm  \  for  the  particulars  of  which  we  mull  beg  leave  to  re~ 
ftr  our  curious  readers  to  Aba'l-Paraj  *>, 
Mfacifi.       Al  Moktar  £bk  Abu  Obeioah  Al  Thakifi  having 
tation  m- received  «lvice,thati4!i^a/ntijbf^  had  fent  an  army  to  reduce  yf^- 
thiti  be-  ialkh  Ebn  Zsbeir,  and  that  a  body  of  the  Khalifi  troops  were 
tvMM  Ab-peflisJ  upon  the  frontien  of  Iraki  which  be  apprehended  might 

■  Isu.  AsuLPED.  ct  Al  M'akin,  obi  fup.  Euttch.  obi  fap. 
i^IsM.  Abvlpbd.  abi  fup.  MS.  Land,  io  ifibi, Bodl.  Oxon.  dub. 
t6i.  At  Makih  etGacc.  AbvVF«xajj  nbifof. 
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attack  him  on  dut  fitie,  whilft  Mui'ab  Ebn  Ztitir,  JhTaSab's  d'allah 
brotber^  advanced  aeainA  him  with  a  drone  detachment  from  &bii  Z9« 
Ba/ra-yhe  wrote  a  ^ceitful  ktta  to  JiJ'euafi,vherc[n  he  of-'^iraW 
fcred  to manitohiiaffiftance,ati;hehcadofalJ  his  forces.  Ab-*^*M- 
J^aUab^  in  anTwer  to  that  letter,  allured  him,  that,  as  Toon  as  he  ^If!""*  ^ 
had  fatisfied  him  of  the  lincerity  of  his  allegiance,  by  receiving  ""• 
the  fuffiagn  of  his  men  for  him,  he  fhould  loolc  upon  him  as  his 
iiriend,  and  not  lend  any  forces  into  his  countn'.  To  which  he 
added,  that,  for  the  prefent,  he  could  not  give  him  a  more  con- 
vincing proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions,  than  by  lending 
a  bod/ (^troops,  with  all  poffiblc  expedition,  to  watch  the  mo- 
dons  of  the  Kbulif  AbiabnaUi^i  army,  that  was  then  polled  at 
Diliora.  As  Toon  as  this  anfwcr  came  to  hand,  Al  Mokhtar  dif- 
pMcbeA  Serjabil  Ebn  Wars,  one  of  his  officers,  with  a  body  of 
3000  men,  confiHing  chiefly  of  Daves,  there  being  but  700 
■drabs  amongft  them,  to  Medina  i  commanding  him,  upon 
his  arriva]  there,  to  write  to  him  from  thence  for  farther  orden. 
Hbde£gn  herein  was  to  fend  an  Emir  immediately  to  Mtditta 
to  command  thofe  troops,  whilft  Strjaiil,  at  the  head  of  an- 
other body  of  the  Shiitt  forces,  Ihould  form  the  liege  of  Aittca^ 
at  that  lime  the  re&dencc  oi  Ab^aliah  Ebn  Zobtir.  But  Ab- 
ttallaby  not  having  received  itomAl  Meihtar  ihcfc  curity  he  rc- 
qiured,  was  refolved  to  be  upon  his  guard  ;  and  therefore  lent 
jfbbai  Ebn  Sabtl  to  Midina,  with  a  detachment  of  2000  men; 
ordering  him  to  tnujit  Mcibtar's  tropps  as  friends,  if  he  found 
them' really  in  his  intcreftj  but,  if  otherwife,  to  ufe  his  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  deftroy  them-  Abbas,  upon  his  arrival  at 
ASeJsna^  not  being  able  to  perfuadc  Strjabil  to  march  with 
Um  to  DiliSra,  very  juHly  entertained  a  fufpiclon  of  him.  , 
However,  he  diflemblcd  this,  till  he  found  an  opportunity  of 
diflributii:^  a  few Iheep  amongft  ^/^0<(i&/i7r's  troops,  reduced 
a)ouift  to  the  laft  extremity  for  want  of  provifioiis  j  which  ex- 
cited them  to  difperfe  themfclvcs  over  the  adjacent  territory,  in 
order  to  fupply  the  camp  with  what  neceflaries  they  could  col- 
kd.  This  being  obferved  by  jfbbas,  he  advanced  at  the  head 
of  bis  troops,  to  the  enemy^s  tents,  foon  made'himfelf  mailer 
of  them,  killed  Serjabit  himfelf,  with  feventy  of  his  men, 
and  Ipared  all  the  reft,  who  accepted  of  the  quarter  offered 
them,  except  about  300,  who  were  afterwards  put  to  the 
fword.  AlMoihtar  fearing  this  difafter  might  intimidate  Me- 
hammtd  Eba  Hanifiyah,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  acquainted 
him  with  it,  offered  to  fupport  him  with  a  powerful  army. 
But  Mohajrmud  refuted  luch  aSiftance ;  telling  him  in  the  an- 
ftrer  he  wrote,  that  his  intention  was  to  have  recourfe  only  to 
pacilic  meafuTes ;  and  before  the  melTenger,  which  be  fent  to 
AlMaibtar,  departed,  he  faid, "  Defire  him  to  fear  God,  and 
*'  abftain  from  all  effiifion  of  Mood."     But  tho'  Mehammti 
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£in  Hmpyah,  and  all  the  reft  of  AU's  fiuiuly,  behaved  act 
Mtcca  in  a  very  itidffenffve  manner,  and  were  fo^  from  ex- 
citing any  commotroiw  there,  that  they  did  their  utmoft  to 
preftm  the  public  tranquillity  and  repofe ;  yet  Abiatiab  Ehm 
Zvl/err  not  thinkinp^  himl«h^  wfc  u  long  as  fbey  re&fed  a  re- 
cognition of  his  authority,  imprifoncd  them,  together  witb 
Avemeenof  the  principal  Cu/ans,  kt  a  guard  over  them,  and 
^eaiened  to  put  them  to  death,  and  reduce  their  bodies  af- 
ferward^  to  alhes,  if,  within  a  limited  time,  they  did  not  take 
At;  oath  of  aJlegiance  to  him.  Jl  Meihiar,  being  inforoKd  a£ 
the  diftrefled  fituation  they  were  in,  fent  a  body  of  750  horie, 
uaizt  t\\z zommanii:^  Abu  Abd'ailah  AlJodoU,  to  Meeca,  to 
rcieafe  them.  Ai  Jeiiak  not  only  executed  his  orders  with 
great  bravery,  bot  Itkewife  took  Aid'ailah  himfclf  prifbncr, 
«nd  would  have  cut  him  to  pieces  on  the  fpot,  had  not  AA- 
hammed  prevented  fuch  an  a£i  of  videncc,  and  compofod  aU 
differences  to  the  mutual  fatrsfa£hon  of  both  panics,  by  his 
timely  interpofition.  Abu  /fixtallah  AlJ«dali,  or  rad}er  Afo- 
hammtd  himfclf,  diflributed  a  fum  of  money  he  brou^t  with 
him  amongft  4000  of  Al^s  friends,  in  order  to  make  theiii 
fome  anrcnds  for  the  lolTes  they>had  fulHined.  When  Metam- 
mrd  Ebn  Hanifiyah  was  delivered  Irora  the  prifon  near  the  wcQ 
Zemzem,  in  which  he  had  been  confined,  the  time  allowed 
him  to  make  his  fubmiflion  to  Abd'aiiah  was  within  two  dxys 
of  being  expired;  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wood,  and  oAcr 
combuftible  materials,  was  prepared  for  burning  both  him 
and  his  companions,  if  they  had  not  been  fet  at  Itbertr  by 
the  Sbiite  boric.  One  of  the  perfons  confined  with  MoJbam- 
aud  Ebn  Hanifiyah  was  Abd'aiiah  Ebn  Ayad,  a  man  tu^iijr 
cfleemed  by  the  followers  of /f//.  Notwitbftanding  the  IsGe 
paciftcation,  Mahammd  Ebn  Hanifiyah,  after  a  di^ttnttion  of  ^ 
Mskhtar  Ebn  Abu  Oieidah's  money  amongtt  thofe  that  attended 
him  had  been  made,  for  his  farther  fecurity,  took  poft  on  • 
mountain  near  Mecca  with  a  body  of  4000  men  '. 
Obeid'al-  The  Cufam  having  received  advice,  thai^/rtt>^  befiae 
lab  Ebn  his  death,  had  fent  Obeid'allah  with  a  powerful  army  toward* 
Ztyad  de-  their  city,  and  even  given  him  a  permifBon  to  plunder  it  for 
.^'- '"''""' three  days  together,  appointed  Yezid  Ebn  Artt,  a  man  of  itn- 
'""'•  daunted  courage,  to  command  the  forces  they  raifed  to  qjpofe 
him.  But  MtTvjan  dying  before  Obeid'aihb  could  execute  his 
orders,  an  end  was  put,  at  leall  for  the  prefent,  to  the  i»t 
tended  cTipedition.  However,  the  Cufam  remembering  this, ' 
and  A!  Mckhtar  now  being  at  leifure  to  chaflize  that  general 
for  fuggcAirTg  fuch  an  cnterptize  to  Mtnvan^  as  well  t>  tbrthc 
*  MS.  Laud.  num.  i6t.  ubifup.  Ism.  Abolfed.  et  Al  Ma' 
■  IN,  ubi  fup.  D'Hebsel.  fiibhoth.  orient,  id  KX.  Mtktmr  Eba 
Abas  Obeidab,  p.619.  • 
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murder  of  Htjiitty  which  tiill  was  the  pretext  for  all  the  ho- 
fiile  pioceedin&s  of  the  fe^aries ;  they  afiembled  a  body  of 
troopSi  in  their  turn,  to  i&  oSen&vcl^  agaiiill  Obtid'aHah, 
and  even  the  Syrian  X^/j/'himlelf,  if  he  &om\A  think  iit  tp 
fupport  him.  There  was  one  thing  v«ry  remarkable  in  the 
preparations' made  for  this  expedition.  Jti  Mokbtar  caufcd  a 
poruble  throne  to  be  made,  in  which  he  pretended  there  wat 
iomething  myfierious  j  telling  the  people,  that  "  it  would  be 
*>  of  the  fante  ufe  to  them  that  the  ark  was  to  the  children  of 
"  Ifratl"  Wherefore  he  ordered  it  to  be  carried  on  a  mule 
with  the  forces  that  were  to  march  againft  Obtid'aUah,  and  ^ 
prayer  to  be  fald  before  it,  conceived  in  the  following  terms ; 
"  O  God  !  grant  that  we  may  live  long  in  thy  obediencet 
**  help  us,  and  do  not  forget  us,  but  protect  us."  To  which 
the  people  anfwered,  ^irun,  Amtn.  By  this  flratagem,  than 
which  nothing  could  have  been  devifed  more  proper  to  ani-' 
mate  a  body  of  ignorant  hot-headed  enthufiafta,  the  Cufak 
troops  were  infpired  with  fuch  foititude  and  rcfolulion,  thai 
Ibrahim  Ebn  Ajbtar^  AlMeiblar'a  general,  found  it  no  difficult 
matter  to  lead  them  againfl  the  enemy.  In  fine,  being  dei 
termined  to  aCl  oFenhvely,  he  attacked  Obeid'altah's  camp  % 
and,  after  a  fharp  engagement,  forced  it,  put  that  general  and  . 
many  of  hii  men  to  the  fword,  and  drove  a  greater  numbei 
of  them  into  a  neighbouring  river,  where  they  all  immediately 
pexiflied.  Ibrahim  cut  tM  Oitid'allab'a  head,  which,  wi^ 
fbme  others,  he  (cnt  to  AiMeibtar,  and  afterwards  reduced  his 
body  to  afhcs.  This  vlSory.the  Cufant  afcribed  intirely  to  the 
ark,  or  throne,  and  confequently  almoil  idolized,  it  for  a  long 
time  after.  We  arc  told  by  fome  Arab  authors,  that  the  army 
Coaunanded  by  ObeiiTaUah  Ehn  Ziyad  confifled  of  70,000 
men,  of  whom  10,300  were  killed  in  the  afiion;  and  that 
the  lols  fullained  by  Ibrahim  fcarce  amounted  to  370  men. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  the  vidory  was  complete  \  infomuch  that 
Ni/ibm,  or  Nijibis,  Sinjar,  and  Dara,  or  Doras,  without  the 
)e^  oppofition,  furrendercd  to  the  vigors.  This  great  fuccefa 
rendered  the  fc£laries  fo  formidable,  that  they  began  to  enter- 
tain thoughts  in  earneft  of  &cing  either  ^ei&flfnffiA^£^» //anr- 
Jijah,  or  fome  other  of  Alt't  family,  upon  the  Mofiem  throne  "I. 

The  fame  year  the  late  battle  was  fought,  that  is,  theAlMokh- 
67th  of  the  HejrOy  Ab^allah  Ebn  Zobeir  fent  his  brother  tar  Je- 
Mus'ab  to  gavein  Bafra.  AIAioibtarwM  then  ahi'o\utcra2iitiJ'""t J  md 
of  Cufu,  where  he  put  all  to  the  fword  who  would  not  join^'/''^^. 
him,  in  Older  to  revenge  the  murder  of  Ha/tin.     Upon  Mm-  Mui'alx- 
t'ab't  arrival  at  Bafra,  he  went  into  the  mo%ue  there,  alcended 


*Ijv.  Abolpid.  «MS.  Laud.num.  161.  inBibl.  Bodl.  OxOn. 
abifap.  AbuJaafak  AlTabaii.&  AlMaxih,  ubifup.  p.  59, 60. 
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the  pu'pit,  and  made  a  fpeech  to  the  people.  His  predecefTor  M 
Hirttb  fat  one  flep  below  him.  In  his  fpeech,  amongft  other 
things,  he  reflcfled  upon  Ab^alm&iec^  and  that  part  of  the 
Moftitn  empire  which  fubmirted  to  him,  and  extolled  the  con- 
duct of  the  Arabs  who  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  brother  At- 
^eUab.  Then  he  told  the  Bafrans,  that  as  they  ufually  gave 
names,  or  rather  Airnatnes,  to  their  Emirif  he  would  tike 
the  hbierty  to  afliime  that  of  HejSz.  Soon  after  which,  one 
Shthet  came  to  Bafra,  upon  a  crop-eared  bob-tailed  mule, 
from  Cafa,  with  his  cloaths  rent,  crying  out,  Ta  gauibtiy  Ta 
gautba,  Hilp  !  Help  !  He  was  attended  by  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal Cufans,  who  complained  bitterly  of  Al  Mekbtar'i  cruel 
and  tyrannical  ad  mini  (I  ration ;  and  begged  Mui'ab  to  march 
with  an  army  againfl  him.  This  petition  Mut'ah  very  rea- 
dily complied  with,  and  wrote  immediately  to  Al  MMaUeb^ 
his  lieutenant  in  Perjia,  to  come  and  join  him  with  the  Ptr* 
Jian  forces ;  which  at  laft,  the'  with  lome  rclu^ance,  he  did. 
After  this  jun£Kon,  Mm'ab  and  Al  MahoUtb  advanced  at  the 
head  of  their  troops  into  the  territory  oiCUfa^  forced  AlMtkbtat 
to  a  general  a£tion,  overthrew  him  with  great  flaughtcr,  wid 
obliged  him  tofhut  himfelf  up^n  the  callle  aiC&fa.  Thither 
J^ui'ffipurfucd  him,  and  laid  fiegc  to  the  place.  Al  Mekhiar 
fpr  fome  time  made  a  brave  defence ;  but  being  at  lafl  lulled, 
his  men  furrendcred  at  difcretion.  They  amounted  to  about 
7000  in  all,  and  were,  on  account  of  the  outrages  they  hid 
committed,  every  one  of  them  put  by  Mufab  to  the  fword  *. 
Afitrihtr  This  blow,  which  for  the  prefcnt  at  leaf!  put  an  end  to.  all 
««•■)</■/ their  towering  projc^,  was  giwn  the  Mstazalites  in  the 
tbtgrtmt  month  of  Ramadan,  and  the  fc/ih  year  of  the  Hejra.  The 
ttfimia  Al  immediate  confequence  of  which  was  the  fubmiffion  of  Cafat 
Mokhtar.  md  its  dilVift,  to  Mui'ab  ;  after  w*ich,  Ibrahim  Ebn  AJbtar 
look  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Miallah  Ebn  Zobeir.  This  he 
did  at  the  invitation  of  Mui'ab^  who,  being  now  maflet  of 
Jraky  had  him  abfolutely  in  his  power.  After  this  important 
conqueff,  Mus'ab  appointed  Maballtb  Eln  Abu  Safra  to  ptc- 
■  fide  over  Mawfil  upon  the  Tigris,  together  with  the  pro- 
vinces of  Armtnia,  Mefapolamia,  and  Aderbijan.  As  for  Al 
Makhiar,  he  was  killed  in  the  fixty- feventh  year  of  his  age, 
after  he  had  worlted,  in  levera)  engagements,  the  generals  of 
Tezid,  Mtr^uany  and  Abd'almaltc,  and  made  him^lf  mailer 
of  the  Babylonian  Irak,  of  which  Cilfi>  was  the  capital. 
He  never  pardoned  any  one  who  had  declared  Jiimfelf 
an  enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Hiijkim,  or  who  had  been  ii\ 
,  any  manner  concerned  in  the  murder  of  hafein.  He  was 
-  *  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubi  fup.  AlMakih,  ubi  fup.  p.  160. 
D'HtKOEL.  BJblicih.  orient,  ia  ai[.  AMbtar  Sen  Abtn  Obtidah,  p. 
619. 
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fumamed  Al  Thakifii  as  being  originally  of  tlie  trjbe  of  Tha- 
iif,  and  boafted-  that  he  had  dellroyed  50,000  of  the  adhe- 
rents of  the  houfc  of  Ommiyah,  exclufive  of  thofe  that  were 
ilain  in  the  battles  which  he  fought.  He  left  feveral  children 
bcfaimihim,  fome  of  whom  fo  hgnalized  themfelves  by  their 
glorious  aflioiu,  that  a  book  was  afterwards  written  by  an 
oriental  author,  intitlcd,  Anwar  alatburfifadhi  hanu  Al  Moih- 
tar;  which  contained  an  accurate  account  of  all  the  illuf- 
trious  atchierenienis  of  AlMokhtar  and  his  defcendents.  We 
mud  beg  leave  here  to  obferve,  that  M.  TyHirbelet  is  guilty  of 
a  great  miflake,  when  he  tells  us,  that  Al  Mokhtar  was  found 
under  an  elephant's  feet  at  the  battle,  or  in  thqwar,  of  A'^ff.'^ar, 
and  that  this  war  happened  in  the  Khalifat  o(  Omar.  For  the 
expedition  againftX/w/iiTrwas  undertaken  by  the  prophet  htm- 
felf,  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  Hejra  i  and  confctjucntly  our 
hero  Al  Mekhtar  could  not  then  have  been  above  ievcn  years 
of  age  f. 

^HB  next  year,  the  Azarakiui,  fo  denominated  from  liafi  7bt  Aza- 
Ehn  Al  A%arak,  the  author  of  their  fefl,  aiTembled  a  confider-  rakites 
able  force  in  Perfta,  and  made  an  irruption  into  Irak.     They  fvtr- 
adranced  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Cufa,  and  penetrated  to  Al  ihrmtn  by 
Afadofm.     As  they  acknowledged  no  cftiblilhed  government,  Omar 
either  temporal  or  fpiritual,  and  were  fworn  enemies  to  the  ^,*"'  f^°' 
houTc  of  Ommiyah,  they  committed  terrible  ravages  in  the  ^^'^'' . 
province  of  ^^0Z,  and  in  every  other  part  of  tnc  Mojlem  ***""■"• 
territories  through  which  they  moved.     They  carried  their 
exceflea  (b  lar  as  to  murder  all  the  people  they  met  with,  to 
rip  open  women  with  chilJ^  and  to  exercife  every  fpecies  of 
ciiielty  upon  the  SieJItms  of  all  denominations,  without  di- 
fiu)£faon  of  fex  or  aee.     One  of  them  being  dellrous   of 
fparing  a  lady  of  tranfcendent  piety,  as  well  as  beauty,  an- 
other faid  to  him,  "What!  thou  enemy  of  God,  thou  art 
**  captivated  with  her  beauty,  and  haft  dented  the  faith  !"  and 
inflantly  killed  her.  The  governor  of  Maxvfil  and  Mifspita- 
mia,  being  informed  of  thefe  unpatalleled  outrages,  marched 
againft  them  with  a  body  of  fele£t  troops,  came  up  with  them 
at  a  place  called  Sawlai,  and  carried  on  a  brifk  war  againft 
them,  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  without  intermi^on  ; 
during  which  interval  many  fliarp  enpigements  happened.  In 
fome  part  of  this  term,  their  leader  Nafe  Ebn  Al  Azarak  died, 
and  was  fucceedcd  by  Katri  Ebn  AlFejat  j  under  whofe  con- 
du£t  they  continued  their  depredations.    Mus'ab  being  not 

'  Al  Makik  et  D'Hebbel.  nbi  fop.  Ism.  Aiuifbd.  de  vit. 
Mohtinmed.  c.  xlv.  p.  87 — 91.  Mohammed.  Ai-Fikauzabad. 
Al  Waked.  Al  Bokkah.  At.  Jannab.  Kbn  Uhak,  Aat.  lib. 
Uo'albu  AlTahzil.  &c. 
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pleafed  with  his  lieutenant  Mahkb^  or  Jl  MohaUch,  Mufafra't 
^iMna|eincnt  of  the  war,  recalled  him,  and  fubflituted  in  his 
room  Oman  Ebn  Abd'allah  Al  Temimi,  who  gave  the  A^uira- 
kiUt  a  great  overthrow  at  NaifabUr  in  Kbarajiin,  put  many  of 
*hem  to  the  fword,  and  purfucd  the  reft  as  far  as  Ifpahan  anit 
the  province  of  Ktr/ndn.  Here  having  received  a  ceinforee- 
raent,  they  returned  into  the  province  of  Mwa^  and  did  in- 
credible damage  to  the  country  through  which  they  pafie<L 
But  Omar  advancing;  a  fecond  time  againll  them,  they  retired 
at  his  approach  to  /U  Aiaddym,  and  plundered  the  diftrid  be- 
fcnging  to  that  city  in  a  dreadful  manner.  However,  Ontm 
purfiiing  tttem  hither  aifo,  they  fled  iirft  into  Kirrnun^  and^ 
afterwards  into  Kbarafan,  where  they  gradually  difperfed 
Ibemrelves.  This  year  there  was  a  grievous  famine  in  Syria, 
which  hindered  all  military  operations.  MielnMuy  h9w- 
e\'er,  incamped  near  Botnan.,  near  the  diftrifl  of  Kinntfrin, 
•  tho'  he  was  not  a  little'  incommoded  by  the  heavy  rains  that 
fell  there  ;  and,  in  the  fpring  returned  to  DamafcuSj  where  he 
foon  finilhed  his  preparations  for  the  enfuinB  campaign  •. 
JtbdlJ-  In  the  69th  year  of  the  Htjra,  AbcCabaatie  left  DaMofcui^ 
aialec  n-  m  order  to  march  againll  Mus'ah  Ebn  Xobiir,  who  was  grown 
dttc  very  fornudable  iiiice  the  defeat  of  the  AzaraklleSj  and  ap- 
SSwa.  pointed  Jmru  Ebn  Sa'id  governor'  of  that  city.  But  jtmrm 
feizing  upon  it  for  himfelf,  the  Khalif  was  obliged  to  return 
thither,  and  lay  afide  fbr  the  prcfent  the  intended  expedition. 
Upon  AhidmaU^i  arrival  at  Damajtus,  feveral  fkirinifhes  hap- 
pened between  detachments  of  his  troops  and  fbmc  of  Amrtti 
men ;  but,  by  the  intervention  of  the  women,  a  treaty  was  at 
lall  concluded  between  th«  contending  parties,  and  the  public 
tranquillity  intirely  reftortd.  However,  the  'KhaUf  not  for- 
getting his  competiSor's  attemptr  three  or  four  days  after  fent 
tor  him,  ordered  him  to  be  difarmed  of  his  fword,  and  fet- 
ter'J,  and  beat  out  two  of  his  &>re-teeth.  Then  he  went  to 
the  evening- prayers,  and  lelt  the  execution  of  Amruxa  his 
brother  Aid'aitiziz;  who  being  fo  nearly  related  to  him,  and 
comntiferating  his  unhappy  fituation,  threw  away  his  fwonl> 
and  refolved  not  to  be  the  inllrumcnt  of  his  death.  The 
Khalif  returning  from  the  performance  of  his  devotions,  to 
his  great  furprize,  found  Amru  alive;  whereupon  he  ordered 
Kim  to  be  laid  upon  his  back,  and  immediately  killed  him. 
This  afiion,  however,  fo  aftefled  Jbd'almUlK,  that  he  was 
feized  with  2  tremor,  which,  for  fome  time  after,  quite  dif- 
i^led  him ;  inibmuch  that  his  fervants  were  obliged  to  take 

*  MS.  Laud,  mun.  161.  et  Al  Makik,  ubi  fup.  D^Kerbeu 
Biblloib.  orieoc.  id  art.  Azancah,  p.  15^,.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfta- 
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him  up,  and  lay  him  upon  his  couch.  The  people  obferving, 
that  Amru  did  not  attend  the  KhalifXo  prayers,  acquainted  his 
brothcT  l^iti>fii  with  the  affair  ;  who  inltantly  aiii\e(l  i  coo  of 
Amrtli  flavcs,  and  attaclccd  yfbd'almiUc's  palace.  After  a 
warm  difpute,  they  forced  open  thi;  gates,  killed  fcvcrat  of  tho 
guards,  and  were  upon  ^hc  point  of  entering  the  palace,  when 
the  people  within  threw  ^^ru's  head  atnongfl  them.  This 
fo  cooled  their  ardour,  that  th^  dcfilted  from  the  attempt ; 
and  Tome  money  having  been  loon  after  diflnbutcd  amongft 
them  hy  Atdalaax,  they  retired  to  their  refpeiSive  habita- 
tions. But  fo  great  was  Md'almahc's  avarice,  that,  as  we  are 
told  by  an  y^rab  author  of  good  repute,  when  the  commotion 
was  appeafed,  he  recalled  the  money  beflowcd  upon  them, 
and  ordered  it  all  to  be  again  depofited  In  the  public  treafurjr. 
As  for  Tabyoy  who  was  the  ringleader  in  the  late  riot,  he  was 
Sentenced  to  die ;  but  >fWflJl7z/z  prevailed  upon  the  JTiiw/jf  to 
convert  that  punifbment,  on  account  of  his  being  a  member 
of  the  Ommiyan  family,  into  a  month's  imprifonment,  and 
then  to  baniQi  him  to  Mus'ab  Ebn  Zetdr.  The  quarrel  be- 
tween Amru  and  AbifalmaUc,  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  the 
former,  ja  fmd  to  have  been  occafioned  by  an  emulation  ex- 
cited between  them  by  an  old  woman,  whom  they  frequently 
TiTited,  in  their  infancy,  and  which  continued  to  fublift  till  the 
very  day  ofAmru'a  tragical  death.  MeTvian  being  fufSciencly 
apprized  of  this,  and  fearing  it  might  produce  fatal  cfFefn 
after  his  death,  obliged  the  Syrians  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity 
to  Mialmaltc  as  his  fucceilbr,  in  his  lifetime,  and  to  fwcat 
likewilc  to  elevate  to  the  Khflem  throne,  if  that  Khali/ died 
without  ifTue,  his  younger  fon  Jbtfalazi'z.  We  find  it  inti- 
mated by  one  of  the  Arah  hiflorians,  that  Md'alm&lec  could 
not  makehimfelf  mi&et  aX  Damafcui,  after  it  had  been  feized 
by  AmrUt  or,  as  he  calls  him,  Omar'  Ebn  Saad  Ebn  Abi  Wak- 
ias,  without  laying  a  formal  liege  to  that  city  ■>. 

In  the  70th  year  of  the  Hejra,  the  Gretks  made  an  incur-  Th*  Kha-' 
iion  into  iiyria.     Abd'almaUc  having  then  occafion  for  all  his  IJf  ^m- 
forces,  in  order  to  reduce  to  his  obedience  Ab^aUah  Ebn  Zo-  tUiii  a 
le'trf  in  Arabia,  and  Mui'ab,  his  brother,  in  hui^  was  not ''^"O' 
able  to  march  againft  them;  and  therefore  agreed  to  pay  the*;'"/^** 
Gretk  emperor  1000  dinan  every  week  for  a  certain  term,  to  "'^''^ 
induce  that  prince  to  withdraw  his  troops  out  of  the  Mofltm  ""t"'^' 
territories.     This  year  Mhi'ab  went  to  Mecca,  with  all  the 
wealth,  cattle,  and  rich  furniture,  he  had  amalTed  %  which  he 
^illributed  imongll  the  Arabi.     AbSallah  Ebn  Zobeir  himfelf 
atfo  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Meua  about  the  fame  time, 

^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubi  fup.    Al  Makih,  ubi  fup>  p.  60, 
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,  We  mud  here  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  according  to  Ther- 
fhanei  and  Cidrtnus,  Md'almalec  concluded  a  treaty  with  che 
emperor,  iii  the  third  or  fourth  year  of  his.  reign,  by  which  be 
engaged  himfcif  to  pay  that  prince  annually  365,000  pieces 
of  money,  or  dinars,  and  to  fend  him  every  year  365  flaves» 
as  well  aa  the  fame  number  of  horfes,  of  a  generous  breed ; 
and  the  CArJ//iu/i  potentate,  on  his  pait,  pr omifed  to  reprcfe  the 
courfe  of  the (Worwi//M^  who  committed  great  diforders  in  the 
Khalifs  dominions.  About  two  years  before  this  event,  a  pe- 
flilence,  of  a  very  maUgnant  kind,  jnade  draadful  havock  in 
Syria.  In  the  alorefaid  treaty,  it  Vfa;  affo  Hipulated,  that  the 
revenues  of  Cyprus,  Armtnla,  and  Iheritt,  Ihould  be  equally 
divided  between  the  contrafling  growers.  Thtophann  adds, 
that,  in  the  fame  year»  Ab<talmahc  fent  2tyand  the  brother  of 
Mauia^-Obiid'allah  the  fon  of  ZiyAd,  the  brother  of  Mm- 
wiyah  I.  be  muft  mean,  againft  the  tyrant  and  impoftor  Alen- 
fbar,  or  Mouitar^  into  Perjia  j  and  that  Ziyattd,  or  rather  Oiei- 
^allah  Ebn  Ziydd,  was  flain  \>y  MQUchar.  He  likewife  (ar- 
"  ther  relates,  that  as  foon  as  the  news  of  this  blow  reached  the 
KhaUfy  he  fct  out  for  Mtfipatamia ;  but  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  Damafius  by  the  rebellion  of  Sa'ul,  that  is,  ^mru  Eht 
Sa'ld,  whom  he  left  behind  bim  there.  Which  rebellion, 
however,  according  to  him,  Ab/Talmdhec  Toon  extinguished  ; 
and,  in  violation  of  his  promifc,  put  Sa'iti  to  death.  All 
,  wh4ch  particulars,  huddled  together  in  fo  abrupt  a  manner, 
tho'  in  fgme  points  agreeing  with  the  Arah  hillorians,  may  be 
confidered  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  confufed  and  indiftind 
accounts  this  chronographei  has  handed  down  to  us  of  th* 
Moflem  affairs'. 
AbdV-  Abd'almalec,  being  refolved  to  undertake  an  expedition 
inalec  in'  '''^^  ^^^.  againft  Mm'ah  Ebn  Zobeir,  put  to  death  the  princi- 
vadts  P^  accomplices  of  Amru  Ebn  Sa'id,  and  difpatched  K6altd 
Irak.  ^Ehn  AJid  piWzttly  to  Bafra,  (o  form  a  party  for  him  there. 
Mui'ab  having  received  mtelfigence  of  Ebn  Afid'3  ^rival,  at^ 
tempted  to  (urprizc  him  ;  but  without  effedl :  which  he  im- 
puted to  the  care  the  Bj/rans  had  taken  to  conceal  him ;  and 
therefore  reproached  the  chief  of  them  in  very  (harp  terms  fcr 
their  condudt  on  this  occaTion,  Some  of  them  he  upbraided 
with  their  mean  extra^ion,  others  with  infamous  a£tions  com- 
mitted either  by  them  or  their  relations  ;  and,  in  fine,  all  of 
them  with  fonaething  that  incenfed  them  greatly  agarnll  him. 
In  the  mean  time,  Abd'almalec  had  fent  letters  to  the  leading 
men  full  of  large  promKes  i  and,  amongll  the  reft,  o'hc  to  Ibra- 

'  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  uU  fup.  Tiieofhah.  chronograph, 
p.  3C0,  301,  30Z,  ^03.  Geokc.  Cedrek,  hiltsriar.  csmpend. 
ff.  44.0.  OctLEY,  abi  fup,  p.  J23. 
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'him  Ebn  M  AJhtar,  who  delivered  it  to  Muiah  lealed  up  as 
it  came  That  letter'comained  a  promife  to  Ibrahim  of  the 
lieutenancy  of  Irak,  if  he  wouM  declare  in  fayour  of  the 
Khotif.  Ibrahim  then  affured  Mu^ab,  that  he  ftiould  perfift 
in  bis  fidelity  to  feim  ;  and  advifed  him,  as  MctabtiaUc  had 
vodoubtcdlr  wdttcn  io  the  other  princi[tal  perfons  in  Bajra^ 
whom  he  aioughtlic  could  confide  in,  to  the  fame  efFci9,  to 
behead  a1I  thofe  whom  ite  had  rcafon  to  fufpcft  were  in  that 
prince's  intereft.  But  Mui'ah  not  approving  of  this  expe- 
dient, 35  he  imagined  it  would  create  in  the  people  of  Irak 
an  averfion  to  him ;  ihrahim  prelTcd  him  to  put  them  under 
arreft,  till  his  Fate  was  determined :  fo  that,  if  he  Qiould  be 
defeated  lny  AbSatmaUc,  their  heads  might  be  cut  off,  upon 
the  firft  arrival  of  the  bad  news  at  Bafra ;  but,  if  he  obtained 
the  witory,  he  might  make  a  compliment  of  them  to  their 
tribes.  As  for  Ab^alnwiee,  his  Aibjefis  did  their  utmoft  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  reduce  Irak  by  his  generals,  and  not  ex- 
pofe  his  perfon  to  the  hazards  of  war ;  fearing  left  their  af- 
fairs Ihouid  be  imbroiled,  if  any  difailcr  fbouIJ  happen  to 
him,  as  their  government  was  not  yet  fettled  upon  a  folid 
foundation.  But  the  Syrian  Khalif  believing  hjmfelf  jier- 
fe£Uy  qualified  to  command  his  troops  in  this  expedition,  both ' 
by  his  abilities  in  war,  and  his  perfonal  courage,  and  that  he 
was  a  better  match  for  Mui'ah  than  any  of  his  generals,  woulj 
not  be  perfuadcd  to  flay  at  home,  whilft  his  forces  were  in 
the  iield.  Having,  therefore,  finilhed  his  military  prepara- 
tions, he  began  his  march  for  Irak,  and  at  laft  arrived  at 
Mejken^  where  Mus'ab  had  drawn  up  his  army  in  order  of 
battle.  Afajien,  which  we  find  called  S^ian  by  Aiu'i  Farojy 
is  a -fmall  town  in  the  defarU  either  of  Al  Sham  or  Al  Jaz,iray 
between  Tadmor  and  the  town  of  Toyba,  near  the  EupkrattSy 
upon  the"  frontiers  of  A/i^^/ij/n/ff.  It  derived  its  name  from 
a  fountain  or  fpring  of  hot  water,  in  Arabic  denominated 
Suihn,  furrounded  with  palm-trees,  at  a  fmall  diHance  from 
it.  This  place  is  the  Sukana  of  the  maps,  and  the  Saihna,  or 
.   Suihna,  of  the  oriental  geographers  ''. 

AFTf  R  fevcral  movements,  the'  two  armies  came  in  fight  Thehartlt 
of  each  other,  and  made  the  receffaty  difpofitions  for  an  en-  ^Maf- 
gagcmcnt.     T^c  troops  of  Iraky  according  to  cufiom,  were  ken. 
refolved  to  defcrt  Mus'ab,  and  not  expofe  their  country,  on 
his  account,  to  the  ravages  of  a  Syrian  army.    Ibrahim  Ebn  Al 
AJhtar  began  the  battle,  by  charging  Mohammed  Ebn  Harttit 
with  fuch  fury,  that  he  forced  him  to  retire;  tho',  being 

*  MS.  Land.  nam.  I  fit.  ubi  Tap.  Grec.  AbuVFaia],  id  hift. 
dynaft.  p.  199.  Alkbt.  Scmult.  iod.  geographic  in  vit.  SsIm). 
in  VOC  Satins. 
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Jultained  by  a-freOi  body  ."of  troops,  headed  by  the  Khalif 
himfeir,  he  Toon  returned  to  the  charge,  rcpulfed  Ibrahim  in 
his  turn,  and  killed  him  upon  the  fpot.  Ai'wiWs' general  of 
the  horfe,  either  intimidated  by  the  death  and  defeat  of  Ibra^ 
•  him,  or  through  treachery,  foon  after  this,  Ijeiook  himfelf  to 
Sight;  and  many  of  the  other  Iraiian  officers,  who  did  not 
abandon  their  polls,  refufed  to  fight.  Neither  Omar  Eln  Ab- 
d'aUabj  nor  Al  MohalUb,  nor  Ibad  Ebn  Hoffem,  appeared  in 
.  this  engagement  J  of  v/hich  jtbtTalrBalte  being  informed,  he 
took  occ^ion  from  thence  to  prefage  a  certain  vidory  to  his 
troops.  .^if^W, ,  being  prelTed  on  all  fides,  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  his  fon  1/a  to  make  his  efcape  to  Mecca,  and  ac- 

?uaint  his  uncle  Ahd'atiah  with  the  perndy  of  the  pco[^  of 
rat ;  but  he  could  not  by  any  means  be  induced  to  defert  his 
father  at  that  perilous  conjuncture ;  declaring  he  would  not 
furvivc  him.  On  the  contrarj',  he  advifed  him  to  retreat 
firft  to  iftr/ra,  and  afterwards  to  J/wm,  himfelf;  hnt  Mus'ab 
would  not  hear  of  fuch  infamous  condudt.  Nay,  he  would 
not  accept  of  quarter,  when  tendered  him  by  the  Khalif,  but 
perfifled  in  his  refolution  of  dying  upon  the  field  of  battle. 
His  fon,  therefore,  who  was  determined  not  to  forfake  him, 
and  he  rufhinginto  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  fought  lilcf  men 
animated  by  defpair,  deflroycd  fevcral  of  the  Syrians,  and 
were  at  lafl  both  laid-  dead  upon  the  fpot.  Mui'ab  was  fitti 
gricvoufly  wounded  with  arrows,  then  ftabbed  in  fevcral  places, 
and  had  finally  his  head  cut  off  by  a  man  who  carried  it  im- 
mediately-to  the  Khalif  AbiaimaUc  offered  the  bearer  lOOO 
dinars  ;  which  he  would  not  take ;  faying,  that  as  he  had  flain 
^Kj'ai  purely  to  gratify  his  own  private  refeniment,  he.  had 
no  manner  of  title  to  it.  We  are  told  by  Ahulfeda,  that  M- 
dalmaUc  and  Mus^ab,  in  the  Khalifat  ef  Mtrvji'-fy  had  con- 
tracted an  intimate  friendlhip;  but  that  the  latter  afterwardli 
marrying  Seiitfi,  the  daughter  oi.Hefeut,  and  Ayejha^  the 
daughter  of  Ttlha,  became  allied  to  two  familie.''  that  bore  an 
implacable  b«tred  to  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.  Thtcfhants  re- 
lates, thai  about  this  time,  whilft  the  Arabs  were  engaged  in 
'  .  a  civil  war,  the  imperial  forces,  under  the  condu£^  of  ZMfrriu, 
drove  thern  out  of  Armenia,  Iberia,  Media,  and  Bukaaat, 
with  great  llaughter,  and  re-annexed  thofe  provinces  to  the 
'  fmpire.     He  alfo  informs  us,  that  Abd'almelec,  whom  he  calls 

Abimehc,  after  Mui'ab  had  cut  of  Mouktar,  killed  and  dcr 
featcd  that  conqueror,  and  reduced  Perfta,  or  rather/rai,  un- 
der his  dominion  ;  which  agrees  tolerably  well  with  what  we 
find  advanced  in  this  point  by  the  Arab  hiflorians.  For,  ac- 
cording to  them,  after  the  battle  of  Mafhiiy  Cufa  opened  its 
gates  to  the  Syrian  Khalif,  and  both  the  Perfian  and  Bahjk' 
■  niaa  I/di  fubmitted  ■  to  him.     Jbc  people  of  thofe  provinces 

came 
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came  in  crouds,  and,  amongl^tlic  reft,  Tahyat  thebroflicrof 

jfmrut  whom  he  had  killed,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 

to  him-.    After  the  conclufion  of  that  ceremony,  he  ordered 

■vaft  fumsof  money  to  be  diltributed  amongft  them,  and  gave 

a  fplendid  entertainment  to  his  new  fubiefts*  to  which  evea 

^e  Rieaneft  of  them  were  admitted.     Neither  thc^a^  nor 

the  Gr^ei  writers  have  prefervcd  many  particulara  of  the  battle 

<ti  Majkai,  nor  tranfmitted  "down  to  us  an  account  of  the 

number  of  MeJJeitu  killed  juid  wounded  on  cither  iide  in  that 

memorable  aftion  '.  * 

DifRiKG  the  banquet  prepared  for  the C^/ani,  AbldoIindUc'^h'R.Xfaf 
took  great  notice  of  ^mr«  £i«  AlHaeab,  an  antient  AfcW- lif '«i" 
^LumiUy  whom  he  placed  by  him  on  his  Sofia.  Amongft  others ^o'  "^ 
-queftions,  he  aflced  him  what  fort  of  food  pleafed  him  bcft?  'i«»/i»" 
To  which  the  old  ^aiAzaW/f  anfwered,  "Anafs's  head '"''^''^. 
**  feafoncd  high  and  welt  roafied."  "  That  is  but  an  ordinary  *•""*■ 
"  difli,"  replied  the  Khaljf;  "  what  fey  you  to  a  leg  or  a 
*'  £houldcr  of  a  fucking  lamb,  well  roailed  and  covered  with         , 
*'  butter  and  milk  i"    From  whence  wc  may  infer,  that  the 
Arali.,   in  the  KhalSfat  of  ^l^abmUc  Ebn  Merwan,  bad  at 
]eaft,lonie  dtflies  fimilar  to  thofemade  ufeof  by  their  proge- 
nitors in  y/£r<iiiMi's  time.     For,  that //^ff'^u'D  entertained  his 
tJivine  guefts  with  butter,  millc,  and  a  calf  which  he  had 
drefled,  is  jttcftcd  by  the  author  of  the  Penlateacb  ;  and  that 
he  was  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  borders  of  Araiia,  when 
he  gave  that  entertainment,  we  are  certainly  informed  by  the 
fame  (acred  hiftorJan.  When  the  fupper  was  over,  the  Maih- 
■xjimlu  diverted  the  Khaiif  with  a  particular  account  of  the 
antiquities  of  the  caftle;  after  which,  Mut'^b'a  head,  that 
■  had  been  juft  brought  in,  was  exhibited  to  his  view.     One  of 
the  company  feeing  it,  faid  to  Abtfabmlee,  "  I  faw  Hajt'sn'a 
**  head  in  this  fame  caRlc  prefcnted  toO^«(f<s/ir4,  Gbeitfel-     '.    .    ■ 
••  /flA's  ro  A/  .V/oiklar,  Al  Moihtar's  to  Mus'ai,  and  now  £t 
"  laft  Mus'ab's  to  yourfelf."     This  obfervation  greatly  at- 
fefled  the  Khali/,  who,  in  order  to  avert  the  ill  omen, 
commanded  the  caftJe  to  be  immediately  demoliftied.     Aij- 
J'allah  Ebn  Zaien;  having  received  the  melancholy  news  of 
his  brother's  de^th,  allembted  the'  people  in  the  mofque  at ' 
Ajtcca,  and  made  a  fpeech  to  them  from  the  pulpit  fuitable  to 
the-occafion.     He  alfo  did  his  utmoft  to  put  his  capital  in  3 
pofture  of  defence,  and  rendpr  it  capable  of  fuftaining  a  fii-ge  ; 
cxptfiing  a  fpeedy  vifit  frum  bis  formidable  competitor,  w ha 
now  gave  law  to  trak^  Syria,  and  £gypt,  without  controut  ■■. 

Thi 

'  MS.  Land.  num.  i6i.  ubl  Tup.    Tum.  Abulfei>.  id  hift.  uni- 
*tr.  Grec.  Abv'L'Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Theophan.  ubi  fup.p.  joj,  » 
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TSf  Mo-     The  5'e^u»'u(^J,or<^2flri7ijffj,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Afotw- 
tazalitej   fcl,  receii  cd  advice  of  the  defeat  at  Majhen,  and  of  Aius'ab's 
t^pr'Kt      death,  which  hBppened  in  the  71ft  year  of  the  i/y'ra,  before -// 
Ailno'-al.  Mohallib,  the  governor  of  that  city,  and  its  dependencies,  with 
MO  B/ibt  irtiom  they  were  then  at  war,  was  apprized  of  thofe  fatal  events. 
iif'tl!  "'   Whereupon  fomc  of  them  alked  certain  of  his  men  what  they 
^^«''-    thought  of  Mus'ab  ?  They  rephed,  "  He  is  a  lawfUl  ImSm." 
'*  He  is  then,"  faid  the  ferries,  *'  your  friend  both  in  this 
*'  world  and  that  which  is  to  come  j  and  you  are  his  friends 
"  both  alive  and  dead."     To  which  the  others  anfwered  in 
the  affirmauve.     '*  And  what,"  demanded  the  Stparati/ist 
"  ts  your  opinion  of  Abd'almalec,   the  Ton  of  Mervjaa?" 
:*'  He  is,"  faid  they,  **  the  fon  of  the  accurfed ;  we  acknow 
**  tedge  him  not,  but  hold  it  more  lawful  for  ut  to  fhed  hii 
■  *'  blood  than  yours  I"  "  And  you  are,"  continued  the  Stp4- 
ratifts,  "  his  enemies  bdth  alive  and  dead  ?"     "  Yes,"  re- 
plied  the  others,    "  Very  well,"  faid  the  AzaraiiUiy  **  ^^ 
*t  d'almaltc  has  killed  Mus'ab,  your  Imam;    and  you  will 
*'  make  him  your  Imam  to-morrow,  though  you  wafh  yoor 
**  hands,  of  him  to-day,  and  curfe  his  fadlcr,"     To  which 
the  others  anfwered,  "  You  lie,   you  enemies  of  God." 
However,  being  certainly  informed  the  next  day  of  vrfiatbad 
happened,  they  changed  their  note,  and  took  the  oath  of  al' 
l^iance  to  AbJ'almaiec  without  hcfitation.     For  which  bong 
reproached  by  the  Jxarakius  in  very  fevere  terms,  they  de- 
fended themfelves,  by  faying,  "  We  were  pleafcd  with  the 
*'  other  as  long  as  he  prefided  over  us ;  and  now  we  approve 
*'  of  this,  as  we  did  before  of  him."    "  You  are,"  replied 
the  Jxaraiites,  brethren  of  the  devils^  companions  or  the 
•'  wicked,  and  flaves  to  the  prefent  world."     With  r^ard 
to  Mtis'ab,  he  was,  if  we  will  believe  an  Arab  author  of 
good  note,  an  officer  of  diflinguiflied  bravery,  great  gencro- 
fity,  and  of  a  very  comely  agreeable  perfon.     Tho'  he  had  a 
fon  that  fell  with  him  in  the  battle  of  Mefken,  as  has  been 
already  obferved,  he  was  not  above  (ix-and-thirty  years  of 
age  when  he  met  with  his  untimely  fate  ". 
*tht  Aza-       Soon  after  Ab£almaUc'&.  arrival  at  Damafcus,  he  conftsnvd 
rakites,  or  upon  his  brother,  Bajhar  Elrt  Merwan,  the  government  rf 
Separa-     Cufa,  and  upon  Khated  Ebn  Ab^allah  that  ^  Bafra.     The 
tifts,  Je-   latter  of  thcfe  had  no  fooner  taken  pofleffion  of  hrs  pofl,  than  , 
fiat  Ah-    he  appointed  Al  MohoUeb  fupervifor  of  the  tribute  of  Bafra; 
d'alaziz.    which  was  a  very  indifcrcte  and  impolitic  ftep,  as  Al  AUhaUel 
ubifup.  Geh.xvIu.  8.  xiii.  18.  xxiii,  19.  Christ.  Cell  as.  geogr. 
antiq.  lib.  iii.  c.  1 3.    MS.  Huatiagt.  n.  495.  ia  Bibl.  Bodl.  Ckoa. 
D'Herbel.  Bibl.  orient.,  in  art.  .rf*/«.W/«,  p.  8.  OcKLB/'i  hifl. 
.«fthe  Sarac.  vol.ii.  p  330,331.  I  MS,  lAod.  CUID:  161. 
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was  one  of  the  moll  confummatc  generals  of  his  age.  To 
this  imprudent  mcafurc  was  probably  owing  the  differ  that 
immediately  followed.  The  Axaraiitei,  being  apprized  of 
jfl  Moballtb'i  difnfiffion  from  the  command  of  the  anny  def- 
tined  to  »£t  againft  them,  and  that  he  was  fucceeded  oy  Ab- 
ttaUadx  in  that  important  poft,  advanced  againft  the  latter 
vrith  great  alacrity,  intircly  defeated  him,  and  took  his  wife 

firiJbner.  A  dct»te  arifing  amongft  the  vigors  about  theva- 
ue  of  that  lady,  which  fome  fixed  at  100,000  dinari,  one  of 
tbem,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  it,  immediately  flruck  off  her 
bead.  Kbaledy  after  the  blow  he  had  received,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Khali/,  acquainting  him  with  the  lofs  the  army  had 
fuftuned,  and  denring  to  know  what  flep  he  was  next  to 
take.  Ab^almaUc,  in  the  anfwer  he  fent  him,  condemned 
Kbalata  condufi,  ordered  him  to  remove  jfb^a/aziz  from  the 
command  of  the  forces  afEgned  him,  co  fubftitute  Al  Mtbal- 
Jetf  whom  he  called  the  fin  and  ibe  grand/in  ef  war,  in.  his 
room,  to  advance  into  the  province  of  Ahwax  with  all  the 
troops  he  could  aHemble,  and,  in  fine,  to  do  nothing  without 
the  privit]^  and  advice  of  M  Mohalltb.  This  anfwer  by  no 
means  pteafed  Khdled,  tho'  the  Khatif  alfo  promifcd  him  in  it 
a  Ipeedy  reinforcement;  arid,  in  confequence  of  that  pro* 
mile,  lent  a  body  of  5000  C&fam,  under  the  command  of  his 
brother  Baflsar,  foon  after  to  join  him,  Bajhar^  before  his 
arrival,  dilpatched  a  courier  to  M  MohaBeby  tO'give  him  no- 
tice of  his  approach ;  the  good  of  the  'Khaljf'i  fervice  at  that 
■  time  rendering  it  neceflary  to  treat  a  perfon  of  that  general's 
merit  with  great  marks  of  diftindion  0. 

The  KhaUfi  generals  receiving  advice,  that  the  Amra-  fhe  Aza- 
Htu,  or  Stparatyisy  were  in  motion,  advanced  at  the  head  ralciteiAM 
<tf  the  army  as  far  as  Abwax,  the  metropolis  of  the  province  «vrr- 
of  the  fafne  name,  and  pitched  their  tents  in  the  neighbour- '*»■«<«  ij" 
bood  of  that  city.     Soon  after  their  arrival  here,  Al  Mohalleb  Khiled 
advifed  KhaUd  to  feize  fome  (hips  that  then  appeared  in  the^"^'^' 
river  on  which  Abwa%  was  fituated ;  but  they  were  burnt,  be-  Mohalleb. 
fore  that  defign  could  be  put  in  execution,  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy's  faorle.    AlMohaUib  taking  upon  him  one  day  to  view 
aQ  the  polls  of  the  camp,  obferved  that  an  officer  had  not 
taken  the  precaution  to  intrench  himfelf ;  who  being  afked  by 
tiiat  general  the  reafon  of  this,  replied,  that  'he  valued  the   ' 
AzarokiUt  no  more  than  a  camel's  fort :  but  Al  Mthaliib  told 
him,  that  he  ought  not  to  defpife  them,  fmce  they  were  the 
lions  of  the  Arabu    In  confe<]uence  of  this  notion,  that  com- 
mander ordered  a  line  to  be  drawn  round  the  camp ;  and  the 
troops  remained  in  their  intrenchments  about  twenty  days. 

'  MS,X.aad.aiiiR.  t6i.  &  Ai.Makih,  abifap. 
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After  the  expiration  of  which  term,  Kbahd  and  jfl  MobaUtk 
fell  upon  the  enemy  with  fuch  fury,  that,  after  a  moll  fharp 
and  bloody  engagement,  they  overthrew  them,  and  took 
polTeSton  of  their  camp.  Upon  which,  KhtiUd  detached 
David,  one  of  his  officers,  to  purfue  the  fugitives  with  a  bodj 
of  horfe,  and  -difpatched  an  cxprcfe  to  the  KhahfWwh  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  viSory  they  had  gained,  jiid'abnaiee 
hereupon  fent  an  order  to  Bajhar  to  reinforce  David&  dctacb- 
ment  with  another  body  of  4000  horfe,  that  he  might  be  tbcrc- 
by  enabled  to  pufh  the  A-zaraklui  to  tiie  veiy  centre  of  Per/ie. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  ihofe  detachments  of  cavaU 
'  ry,  after  a  loAg  and  fatiguing  purfuit,  in  which  mofl  of  their 

horfea  perifhed,  leturned  in  a  very  fhatter'd  condition  to  J^b~ 
vjdz.  That  city,  denominated  lilcewife  by  fome  of  the  cafleni 
writers  Ekwax,  feenu  to  have  been  called  in  early  times  by 
the  Perfiam  the  city  of  HtrmuZt  or  Hemaixdf  which  anfwered 
to  the  Diofpalis  of  the  Gruis;  Hurmitx,  fbrmuxJy  or  Or- 
muzd,  denoting  Jupiter  amongd  the  Perfiam,  as  we  learn 
from  Plutarch.  The  name  of  Aijvjaz  is  fometimcs  applied  to 
the  whole  re^on  of  Khuzejlaiy  or  KhiiziJiaH,  of  which  the 
province  q^  AhwH.  is  the  heft  and  moft  confiderabte  part.  The 
old  metropolis  of  this  province  St  prefcnt  lies  in  ruins  ■■,  fo  tljat 
very  few  traces,  or  remains^  of  that  aniient  city  are  now  to  be 
feenP.  •     ' 

Abd'al-  Abda'lmalbc  having  thus  defeated  and  difperfcd  the  Am' 
m&lecV  rtkites,  m  the  yad  year  of  the  Hejra,  had  no  enemy  left  to 
fi'tei  in-  contend  with  but  j^hd'allah  Ebn  Zobtk-y  who  ftill  was  coikfi- 
^'/  dered  as  KhaJif  by  the  ^r^;,  and  held  his  icfidence  i.t  Afeaa, 

Jvlccca,  fig^  therefore,  made  great  preparations  for  an  invafinn  of  A- 
Jdx,  and  appointed  MHejaj  Ebn  Tufef  At  Tbakiji,  one  of  the 
moft  warhke  and  eloquent  captains  of  the  age,  to  command 
the  troops  to  be  employed  in  this  expedition.  Jil  tJ^iij  having 
jmagin«]  in  a  dream  that  he  had  overcome  AbSaUah  Ebn  Zcr 
bi'tr,  taken  him  prifoner,  and  iiayed  him,  the  Syrian  KhoTif 
confidered  this  as  a  gcxid  omen;  and  therefore  relblved  to 
commit  the  management  of  the  war  to  be  carried  on  againft 
the  Khalif  of  Mecca  to  his  care.  Before  he  put  his  army  in 
march  for  Micca,  he  offered  his  prote^ion  to  all  the  Arabi 
there  that  would  accept  of  it,  and  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him.  AbdaUab\x\Xi^  informed  o(  Al Htjaj'z  approach,  fent  out 
feveral  parties  of  horle  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  and  give  him 
intelligence  of  their  motions.  Betwixt  ihefc  and  fome  of  Al 
Hejaj's  advanced  guards  feveral  fkirmilhes  happened,  in  which 
jfbdallab'i  men  had  generally  the  worft.  This  encouraged 
'  MS.  Laud.  num.  16 1.  nbi  fup.  Gotrt  not.  ad  Alfngan.  p, 
319,118.  Plot.  delfid.etOfirid.  See  SALe'snapof  Arabia,pre- 
fi*ed  to  his  prelim,  difc.  '   ' 
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jtlHejSj  to  fend  to  his  mailer  for  a  farther  reinforcem^t,  his 
army,  conrifting  of  only  2000  men,  not  being  ftroitg  enough 
to  form  the  fiegc  of  Micca ;  alTunng  him,  that  Jhitallah'n 
fierceneTs  was  very  much  abated,  and  thai  his  men  deferted 
him  daily.  Upon  which,  Abitalmalec  ordered  Tharik  Ebn  Am» 
to  march  to  his  aSiflance  with  a  bofW  of  5000  men.  In  the 
mean  time,  Ai  Hejaj  advanced  to  At  Toyefy  a  towh  about  60 
miles  eaft  of  Meeca,  jn  the  month  of  Shaaban,  and  was  joined 
by  Tbarii  with  (he  forces  under  his  command  the  new  moon 
m  the  foUowing  Dhu'lhajja  i  after  which  junction,  he  con  ti- 
med his  rout*  to  mieca,  and  immediately  invefled  that  place. 
We  find  it  intimated  by  Abu'l-Farajj  that  Tbtedocus  and  Thri- 
AamSf  two  very  eminent  phyficians,  were  great  favourites  of 
this  AlHejij ;  that  7^«<faJK/j  compofed  a.large  phyfical  Irea- 
tife,  for  the  inftruflion  of  his  fon  j  and  that  fome  of  Theattt' 
tin's  fcholars  and  followers  flourilhed  till  the  Khalifi  of  the 
houfe  of  Al  Ahbai  mounted  the  MoJJtm  throne "]. 

Im  the  73d  year  of  the  Hejrs,    Ahd'almalee  offered  the  Abd'at- 
whole  public  revenues  of  Kherajan  for  foven  years  to  Abdal-  milec 
lah  Ehn  ^azitn,  if  he  would  make  bis  fubmiffion  to  him ;  evfrtenut 
which  To  inccnfed  that  commander,  that  he  forced  the  Kha-  Abd'allaii 
JS/'s  mcflenger  to  eat  the  letter  he  brought,  and  would  have  Ebn  H4-. 
cut  him  to  pieces  upon  the  fpot,  had  he  not  fbrefeen  that  ^*^^' 
■  Aich  an  adion  would  h9ve  created  a  diflurbance  between  two 
of  ihc  Arab  tribes.     Abd'altnalic,  therefore,  in  order  to  chaf- 
tiEC  him  ibr  his  infolence,  as  well  as  his  refufal  to  recognize  his 
author!^,  fent  one  of  his  generals  with  a  hoAy  of  troops 
asunfl  him ;  who  £r(t  defeated  and  difperfed  his  forces,  and 
^erwards  put  him  to  death.     Others  fay,  that  Abd'almdltc 
piade  no  overtures  to  Abd'allah  Ebn  H6%m  till  after  the  re- 


(lu3ion  of  flejax  ;  and  that  he  ferit  Abd'allah  Ebn  Zobeir's  head 
fo£^R//azt'/n,  imagining  that  thefight  of  this  would  have  in- 
timidated him  into  a  fubmiffion.  fiut,  according  to  them,  it 
produced'  a  quite  contrary  effefl.  That  general,  continue 
they,  fwore,  as  foon  as  he  faw  it,  that  he  would  never  obey 
jfha'almalec'i  orders  as  long  as  he  lived,  waflied  the  head  in 
9  bafon,  embalmed  it,wrapped  it  up  in  linen,  prayed  over  it,  and 
(hen  fent  it  to  Ab^allab  Ebn  ZtfiwVs  relations  at  Mecca, '  They 
alfo  relate,  that  he  obliged  the  meffcnger  to  eat  the  letter 
he  brought,  and  told  him,  that  if  he  had  not  been  a  melTen- 
ger,  he  would  inllantly  have  ordered  his  head  to  have  been 
nruck  off.  But  this  relation,  however  it  may  be  countenanced 
by  Mr.  Ocilty,  we  are  by  no  means  di^ofed  to  admit ;  fince 
4  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  et  ALMxKiN.ubi  fup.  Gr.ec.  Abu'l- 
F/KAjf,  nbifap.  p.  aoo.  Eutvch.  p!)triarch.  Alexandrio.  annal. 
torn.  ii.  p.  366, 367.    D'Hekbel.  Biblioth. orient,  in  art.  Hc^iage 
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the  Arat  authort  in  k  inajuicr  unaiitmoully  agree*  that  -di- 
€talmaUc  had  Tubdued  all  brs  other  comfietitors  before  Ahtfal- 
lab  Ebn  Zoieir  was  defrayed  ■'. 
Mecca  Notwithtsanding  the  reinforcement  JlHejy  had  re- 

taitn  if  ccivcd,  for  fomc  time  he  made  very  little  progiefs  in  the  Bcge 
AiHcJaj.  of  Mecca.  Whilfl:  he  battered  the  temple  ihere  with  bis  lai- 
}kMf  engines,  it  thundered  and  lightened  fo  dreadfully,  that 
titt_Syriaris  were  Aruck  with  terror,  and  refufed  to  play  them 
any  longer  upon  thateditice.  Upon  which,  j^/Zf^'ii/ftuck  the 
corner  of  his  vcA  irtto  his  girdle,  and  putting  one  of  the  ftonei 
that  was  to  be  difcharged  out  of  his  catapults  inta  it,  flang  it 
upon  the  town ;  and  this  occalioned  the  recommenccincnt  of 
the  operations.  The  next  morning,  the  Syrians  were  an- 
noyed by  feveral  fuccelfivs  ftorms,  that  killed  twelve  c^  thetr 
men,  and  quite  difpiritcd  them,  yfl  Hejaj  lecing  them  in  fudi 
a  conlternation,  faid,  **  O  Syrians  !  let  not  this  terrify-you.  I 
•'  am  a  fon  of  Tehama.  This,  therefore,  is  the  Aorm  of  7*- 
**  hdma.  Victory  is  at  hand.  Rejoice  at  the  news  of  it, 
**  efpectally  fmce  the  rebels  fuSer  as  much  as  you."  The  day 
following,  fomc  of  jih^allah'i  men  were  Icilled  by  another 
floim,  that  was  extremely  violent,  which  gave  Jl  HeJaJ  a  ftr- 
ihcr  opportunity  of  animating  his  troops.  At  laft,  Abd'allehj 
having  been  deferted  by  moft  of  his  friends,  10,000  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Mecca,  and  even  his  two  fonsHamza  and  ££•- 
teib,  dcfired  to  know  his  mother's  fentiments  ^  to  the  courfe  be 
was  to  take.  He  reptefcnted  to  her,  that  he  wiis  almoft  intirdy 
abandoned  by  his  fubjcds  and  relations  -,  that  the  few  who 
perilled  in  their  fidelity  to  him  could  fcarce  enable  bim  to 
defend  the  city  any  longer;  and  that  the  Syrian  KbaUf  wouH 
grant  him  any  terms  he  ihould  think  fit  to  demand.  She,  be- 
ing a  woman  of  inflexible  refoluCion,  and  not  able  to  bear  the 
thoughts  of  feeing  her  fon  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  pri- 
vate perfon,  having  herfelf  been  the  grand -daughter,  or  ra- 
ther, as  has  been  abeady  obfcrved,  the  daughter,  of  Mm 
Beer,  the  lirll  Khaiif,  advifed  him  by  no  means  to  furvive 
the  fovereignty  of  which  be  was  upon  the  point  of  being  de- 
prived. This  perfeflly  agreeing  with  bis  own  fentiments,  he 
rcfolved  to  die  in  the  defence  of  the  place ;  fo  that,  to  the  ^eat 
furprize  ot  the  befiegers,  he  maintained  himfelf  there  ten  dayi 
longer,  tho'  deftitute  of  arms,  troops,  and  fortifications.  At 
lafl,  having  taken  a  final  leave  of  his  mother,  and  being 
animated  by  defpair,  he  made  a  fally  upon  the  enemy,  de- 
flroyed  a  great  number  of  them  with  his  own  hands,  and  wax 

'  MS,  Laud,  num.  i6t.  ubi  Tup.    OcKLtT,  ubi  fup.  p.  341, 

343.    IlU.  ASI/LFED.     GkEC.  Aliu't.-FAKAJ,   Ct   EuTYCH.    ubj 
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at  length  Mmfelf  killed,  fighting  valiantly,  upon  the  fpot. 
We  arc  told,  that  his  mother  obliged  him  to  put  off  a  coatof 
mail  he  had  on  when  he  made  her  his  lafl  viAt,  and  whkh  he 
ware  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  dcrcnd  her ;  preffing 
him,  after  the  conference  was  over,  to  rufti  into  the  midjt.of 
the  enemy,  and  die  a  martyr  for  the  caufe  of  ttuth.  It  is  alf«> 
laid,  that  when  he  toM  her  he  was  not  fu  much  afraid  of  dy- 
ing, as  of  heing  expofed  after  death,  flie  courageoully  replied, 
t^n  a  fittp  is  ontt  iUltd,  it  is  nol  fenfibh  of  the  fain  of  tx- 
eoriatisn;  and  that,  in  order  to  infpirc  him  with  a.greater  de- 
gree of  fortitude  in  the  a:  tide  of  death,  fhe  gave  him  a 
draught  into  which  a  pound  of  muOc  had  been  infufed.  The 
enemy,  not  daring  to  approach  him,  pelted  him  with  ftones* 
and  wounded  him  in  feveral  places,  before  they  gave  him  the 
fatal  ftnike.  When  he  felt  the  blood  run  down  his  face  and 
beard,  he  repeated  an  Arabic  verfe,  importing,  that  iht  blaed 
»f  tur  wounds  daes  net  fell  iovm  vpon  eur  fuels,  but  upm  tur 
feet.  By  which  he  implied,  that  he  did  not  turn  his  back  up- 
on his  enemies,  however  terrible  they  might  appear.  After 
hU  death,  Ai  Hijaj  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  hb  ^nif 
to  be  affixed  to  a  crols  in  the  city.  Which  body,  being  per- 
ftimed  with  the  mufk  AbiCaUab  had  drank,  emitted  a  grateful 
odour  for  feveral  days ;  and  was  afterwards  interred  in  the 
burying  place  of  the  fevjs  at  Medina.  As-  to  the  duration 
of  theltegeof  vt/i!iYfi,  authors  are  not  perfeSly  agreed;  fome 
making  it  to  amount  to  feven  months  and  a  few  days,  and 
others  to  eight  months  and  Seventeen  nights.  According  to 
the  writers  followed  by  At  Afaim,  Abd'allah's  mother  furvivcd 
htm  only  five  days.  The  reduiSion  of  Mecca  put  Ah^ahmlet 
in  pofleffion  of  the  peninfula  of  the  Arabs,  and  coofequently 
rendered  him  fole  and  abfolute  maftcr  of  the  Moflem  empire  *. 

Abd'allah  )Lbk  Zobeir  prefided  over  the  Arabs  nine  Abd'al{ab 
yeaa  and  twenty-two  days,  having  been  inaugurated  iounc-  Ebn  Zo- 
diztely  after  the  death  of  »e(V.     He  was  a  man  of  extraor-  beir'i  fi*- 
dinary  courage,  at  wa*  allowed  even  by  Abd'almalec  and  Tha-raQir. 
rii  themfclvcs,  and  as  fufficiemly  appeared  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  condu£f,  but  more  paiticnlarly  from  his  noble  de- 
fence of  Mecca,  tho'  the  place  was  la  a  manner  void  both  of 
troops  and  fbniiications.     He  has  been  reprefented  like  wife  by 
fome  of  the  eaflern  writers  as  a  perCon  of  exemplary  piety, 
and  lb  fixed  and  unmoved  when  employed  in  the  performance 
of  his  devotions,  that  nothing  could  divert  his  attention  from 

*  MS.  Laud.  nam.  i6i.  ubi  fup.  AlMaeik,  ubi  Tup.  p.  61,62, 
EuTTCB.  ubi  fup,  p.  366 — !i69-  Greg.  ABu'i-FAHftj,  ubi  fup. 
p.  199.  D'Hekbel.  BibliotlK  orient,  in  art.  At£allah  Ein  Zii/ir, 
P-7- 
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tfic  objeft  of  them;  of  which  they  fupply  us  with  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  intlance.     When  he  was  once  at  prayer,  a 
pigeon  iighted  upon  his  head,  and  fat  there  a  conlidcrable 
time,  without  his  being  in  the  lea{t  fenfible  of  it.     And  yet 
notwithdanding  thefc  amiable  qualities,  he  is'  faid  to  have 
been  coveCouE  to  fuch  2  degree,  that  his  avarice  became  a  pro- 
verb amongft  the  Arabs.     Ahuifeia  relates,  (liat  he  wore  t 
iiiit  of  cloaths  forty  years  without  ever  putting  then  off  hu 
back ;  which  is  abfolutely  incredible.   He  was  about  jevenly- 
two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  of  a  family  not 
Tcry  acute,  according  to  feme  of  the  Mofif"  hiftorians.    His 
fecretary's  name  was  DejlEbn  Omar,  and  hi$  chamberlain's 
SaUm.     In  the  beginning  of  the  iicge  of  Mecca-,  he  Eciidcd  for 
the  moft  part  in  liie  Caaba  \  but  after  Al  Htjaj  had  beat  dowa 
'  one  part  of  that  pluc  by  the  ftones  he  difchaiged  uipoa  it^ 
and  fet  lire  to  the  otner  by  Tome  burning  balls  of  pitchy  which, 
by  the  afBftance  of  his  engines,  he  found  means  to  comoin- 
nicate  to  it,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  retire  to  his  cvwn 
houfc.     In  line,  Abd'allah  was  kilted,  and  Mecca  taken,  on  the 
J8th  day  of  the  iotmi^T  Jamada,  in  the  73d  year  of  the  Htjra, 
erofCHRiST  692.    Aboutthis  time, Aid' alnmlecoTdeied  the 
poll-tax,  or  capitation,  called  Taadil,  to  be  levied  upon  the 
Chrifiians  of  Syria.  The  fame  year,  Mohammed  Ebn  Mer%ui» 
gained  a  viSory  over  the  Gr«ii,  which  was  attended  with  the 
lurrenderof  y^^ffA;  KiAOthmanBbnlValidmjAe  animip- 
tibn  into  Armema  with  a  body  of  /^OOO' Arahi^  and  defeated 
'    likewife  an  army  of  the  fame  nation  that  amounted  to  60,000 
,    men.  The  Grid  writers  only  in  general  obferve,that  all  civil 
wars  ceaftng  at  this  time  amongft  the  Msflems^  tbey  became 
reunited  under  one  prince ;  and  thu  Abd'atmaUc  being  now 
firmly  feated  upon  his  throne,  difcovered  an  inclination  tokc^ 
up  a  good  underllandiiig  with  all  the  neighbouring  powers '. 
tivtral        After  t)\t\z.\av\etoiy,Mchammed Ew Merwaa,  whowai  . 
'/barpa-    then  governor  of  v/rfluniu,  Mejepoiamia,  znd  Aderbijan,  fuA 
gagtmati  taineda  very  great  lofs  in  the  firft  of  thofe  countries,  by  the 
w  Arme-  defeat  and  total  dellnidion  of  an  army  of  1 00,000  men,  feat 
*•••  aziuntt  tita^  f/arar ians,  Khararianif  OT  iktha  Khazariam,  that. 

Upon  which,  Mohammed,  at  the  head  of  another  army  of 
40,000  men,  who  were  all  chofcn  troops,  penetrated  into  the 
very  heart  o( Armenia,  defeated  and  difperfed  a  larite  h^'y  of 
the  Khazorians,  drove  them  into  their  temples,  and  reducei 

'  MS.  Laud.  num.  161,  ubi  Tup.  Ism.  Abulfed'.  hill,  uoiver. 
vol.  i.  MS.  Poc.  num.  303,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.  At  Makin,  ubi 
fup.  p.  6z,  DioNVs.  TiLMARENs.  apud  Jof.  Simoii.  AtTeinaD. 
in  Bibhoih.  oricntnl.  Clemcncino  Vatican,  tom.  ii.  p  104.  ut  et 
ipfe  Jos.  Simon.  AiJEMAN.  ibid.  Theophan.  chronograph,  p. 
304.  Geora.Cedkeh.  biAoriar.  comfcud.  p.  441. 
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them  to  afhes  there.  MojUm  Ebn  Ab£a\maUe  Ehn  Menuin 
alfo,  with  anotbtr  body  of  the  M^Jicin  forces,  attacked  an  army 
€^  SOfOOO  Khanarians,  at  the  Iron,  or  Cafpian,  Gattiy  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  gieat  number  of  them.  The  reft  were  obliged  hf, 
the  viflore  to  embrace  the  Mohammidan  faith.  Several  other 
aAioiu  happened  about  the  fame  time  iil  that  country,  of 
ivhich  no  clear  and  diflind  account  has  been  horded  down 
to  us  either  by  the  Mafitin  or  Chrijlian  hiftorians  ". 

In  the  74,th  year  of  the//^/r<7,  AlHejoj  demohflied  the  temple  Hej^j 
fS  Mtcai,  after  it  had  been  repaired  \yf/ibd'allah  EbnZtbtir^civtby^ 
ttbuik  it,  and  rbftored  it  to  the  form  it  was  in  before  Afoham- 
Mfd'a  dmc,  wherein  it  ftill  remains.  Having  been  appointed 
tbc  governor  of  Medina,  he  exercifed  unhcard-(^  cruelties  up- 
on me  inhabitants  of  that  city.  He  frequently  quarrelled  with 
thcoi  without  any  manner  of  provocation,  and  punifhed  them 
where  there  was  not  the  teaft  appearance  of  any  cfime.  Ic 
has  been  obfcrved  by  fome  Arab  writers,  that  there  happened 
a  very  remarkable  fohr  eclipfc  this  year,  on  Monday,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  former  Jornada ;  in  one  part  of  the  duration 
of  which  the  ftars  very  clearly  appeared  *. 

XuEfollowingycar,j/^i/'c/fnii/rjf  made  j//J%;^' his  lieutenant  Hejajd^ 
of  Irak  \  of  vhich  poll  that  general  took  pofleflion  at  Cvfa,piniid g^ 
tfboTtcd  by  a  body  of  12,000  borfe.     The  Khal'tf  likcwifev«iwo/' 
conflituted  him  governor  cX  Khorafan  zai  SijiJUn^  after  the  Irak, 
death  of  his  brotjier  Bi?^flr.  /t!  Hejdj  entered  Cd/a,  muffled  up  K-hoiasao, 
in  his  turbant,  and  was  foon  furrounded  by  crouds  of  people,  f™^  S*" 
who  prefled  forwards  to  fee  him.  He  told  them  their  curiolity J '""'*• 
ihould  foon  be  gratified,  as  he  would  immediately  difcover  him- 
(cif  to  them,    I'hen  going  dhrflly  to  the  mofque,  he  afcended 
the  mtmbar,  or  pulpit,  where  be  treated  them  after  a  very  coarfe 
manner}  fwcaring  that  be  would  make  the  wicked  bear  hii 
own  burden,  and  fit  him  with  his  own  Iboe.     One  day,  after 
a  fhort  paufe,  in  the  pulpit,  he  faid,  OpetpU  c/lvik !  methinks 
t  fet  the  htadt  »f  men  ripe  ahd  ready  tt  be  gathered,  and  tur- 
bants  and  btardt  fprinkled  tuith  liload.    The  day  afier  his  ar- 
rival tXCufaj  he  upbraidfcd,  in  very  fbarp  terms,  the  inha- 
Utants  of  that  city ;  fwearing  to  them  from  the  pulpit,  that 
his  punithmeots,  in  rigour  and  fevertty,  fhould  exceed  thofe 
of  the  moft  cruel  of  his  prcdeceflbrs,  and  be  a  pattern  for  his 
fucceilbrs  to  the  remoteft  periods  of  time.     Tnofe  who  had 
any  hand  in  the  murder  of  Othtnait  were  the  principal  objefls 
of  his  fury  and  refcnimcnt,  both  at  Cufa  and  Bofra ;  to  the 
latter  of  which  places  he  went_after  a  fhoit  ftay  at  the  other, 
and  made  the  citizens  there  a  fpcech  conceived  in  much  the 

■  Al  Makih,  nbifup.  p,  62.    L'Hekbei.  p.  419,  1003,  100:;. 
*ltu.  ABut-prD.ubi  mp.   Al  Jannab.  Al  Ma  kin',  ubi  fup   p.  , 

63.  Gate.  Abu'l-Faiaj,  ubifup.  EuTvcH.  ubifup.  p.  368,  ;,69. 
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rain&  terms  as  that  above-mentioned.  Anil  to  give  the  Baf- 
rant  a  tafte  of  his  dirciptine,  he  caufed  one  of  them,  who  had 
been  informed  againft  as  a  rebel,  to  be  beheaded  upon  the 
fpot.  In  fine,  bis  conduft  fo  exafpcrated  the  people  of  /r^, 
tiiat  they  made  an  infurreftion  againft  him  ;  but  having  de- 
feated them  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  fent  eighteen  ef  their 
heads  to  M  MomtUeby  he  returned  to  Bafra.  Soon  after 
which,  he  fcnt  z  body  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  M 
ItdebalUby  called  by  M  Maitn  Al  MoboUeb  Ehn  Abufafra^  and 
^b^alrabmanEbnAlJidehnef,  againft  i!tieAzarakitis,v/iio  b^aa 
again  to  be  in  motion.  Thole  generals  at  firft  obtained  fe- 
veral  advantages  over  the  rebels;  but  Ab£airabmn^  refufing 
to  lillen  to  the  advice  of  Al  MebaUebj  and  neglcSing  to  in- 
trench hlmfclf,  was  at  laft  furprizcd,  and  cut  to  pieces,  widt 
all  the  troops  be  commanded ;  which  proved  a  very  confidcr- 
able  lols.  What  part  of  the  MeJUm  territories  was  the  theatre 
of  this  war,  we  are  not  told  by  the  Arab  writers ;  but,  from 
levcral  circutndances  recorded  by  thofe  writers,  either  the  pro- 
vince of  Ahtvaz,  or  fomc  neighbouring  diftrt£t,  feems  to  have  - 
been  the  fcene  of  thefe  commotions.  The  Axaraiites,  at  diis  - 
time,  were  probably  poited  at  no  great  diftance  from  Bafra, 
as  the  revolt,  that  happened  there  at  this  jundlure,  proved  iio 
Anall  encouragement  to  thofe  rebels,  and  animat«l  them  to 
attaclc  the  forces  fent  againft  them  by  AIHijaj.  However,  they 
leaped  no  great  advantage  from  that  event ;  Al  MtbalUh  Jboo 
afterwards  puttbg;  them  to  flight,  and  driving  them  before 
him,  as  it  Ihould  feem,  into  fome  of  the  remoter  parts  of 
Perjia,  We  have  already  given  our  readers  a  defcriptioo  of 
the  province  and  city  of  Aowa:^  and  fball  therefore  take  do 
fiuthcr  notice  of  it  here  «. 
Salehmt/  In  the  76th  year  of  the  Htjra,  SaUh  Ebn  Marj,  a  hoC- 
Shebib  rt-  headed  feaary,  and  Shebib  Ebn  Ztid,  a  Kbarejite,  took  up 
btl  agaiafi  axtpt  againft  the  Khaltf.  They  had  both  been  on  pilgrimage 
thi  Kha-  at  Mecca  the  preceding  year,  wnen  AbtfalmaUc  was  there,  and 
Iif.  formed  a  ^onfpiracy  againft  him.   The  Khaiif,  being  apprized 

of  this,  ordered  AlHijaj  to  feize  them ;  but  they  eluded  all  his 
vigilance,  and  found  means  to  maLe  their  elcape.  Sakb  re- 
mained very  fecure  a  month  at  CufOf  an4  concerted  the  tD.o& 
proper  mcafure$  with  his  friends  there  to  carry  his  defign  into 
execution.  That  branch  of  the  Kbarejites,  that  fisllowed 
bim,  went  under  the  name  of  Safriansj  and  appeared  now  for 
the  firft  time  in  arms.  He  was  a  man  much  given  to  devo- 
tion, and  had  many  followers  in  Mawjtt  and  MifipBtamiOf 

^  MS.  Laud.  num.  161.  ubifup.  Grec.  Aiu'l-Faraj,  abt 
fup.  ALMAine,  ubi  fup.  p.  63.  D'Hirbii..  Biblioth.  oriniL 
■a  art.  fifgia^r,  p  442,  443.  GoLii  not.  ad  Alftagan  p.  1 1 8. 
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to  wlioin  he  frequently  read  anil  expounded  the  Koran.  He 
once  delivered  a  difcourle,  which  lb  pleafed  all  his  hearers, 
that  they  begged  hewould  favourthem  with  a  copy  of  it.  He 
g;ranted  their  requefl ;  and  by  this  means  that  difcourfe  has 
been  pteferved  to  the  prefent  age ;  but  as  it  is  little  better  than 
«nthidu(lic  cant,  or  rather  i  colleSion  of  crude  exhortatory  '. 

obfcTvatiMis,  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  thofe  hot-headed  iJlit^ 
rate  enthufiafb,  to  whom  it  was  diredcd,  and  indrely  calcu- 
lated to  excite  them  to  a  rebellion ;  as  it  throws  not  the  Icaft 
light  upon  that  part  of  the  Arab  hiflory,  in  which  we  are  now  . 
engaged,  and  confequcntly  contains  nothing  that  can  render  it 
in  any  degree  either  inftru^ve  or  entertaining ;  an  omiffion  of 
it  here  will  by  no  means  prove  unacceptable  to  our  fagacioui 
and  intelligent  readers '. 

Whilst  Saltb  was  haranguing  his  followers,  in  order  to  Juttart 
infpire  them  with  fetitimems  of  abhorrence  both  of  the  KhaR/A-ivta  tt 
and  AlHtjajy  he  received  a  letter  from  Sbe^b-,  wherein  that  MawfeL 
incendiary  reproved  him  for  being  fo  tardy  in  his  motions. 
Salth,  in  his  anfwer,  by  way  of  recrimination,  told  him,  that, 
had  be  himfelf  not  been  fo  dilatory,  hollilities  would  have 
commenced  before  that  time  againlt  the  wicked  Imam\  that 
his  delay  had  raifed  in  them  a  fufpicion  of  him ;  and  that  they 
waited  only  for  hts  arrival,  in  order  to  enter  upon  aSion.  . 
This  FOuEng  5^^^,  he  immediately  joined  SaUh  at  Dar^l- 
jaxira,  that  is,  Dara,  or  Daras,  in  Mefopatanuat  of  whidi 
Afehamtiud  Ehn  Merwait  was  at  that  time  governor,  with  a 
fmaJI  body  of  infantry,  and  falutcd  hioi  emperor  of  the  faith- 
ful there.  After  this  jundion,  they  feized  fomc  of  Mabam- 
mats  horffhin  a  ne^hbouring  village,  upon  which  they 
mounted  tonr  foot.  The  governor  foon  received  intelligence 
of  their  motions ;  but  defpifmg  their  number,  the  whole  forcfl 
commanded  by  thefe  enthufialls  not  exceeding  I20  men,  hs 
<MUy  ordered  adi  to  march  agaioA  them  with  a  detachment  of 
•too  men.  But  Adi  informing  him,  that  this  force  was  infuf- 
ficicnt  to  reduce  them,  he  reinforced  him  with  500  more} 
upon  which,  he  advanced  to  Daras,  near  which  place  the 
Sa/riatu,  or  Kbartjitti,  had  poftcd  themfelves.  Adi,  baring 
00  mind  to  fight,  notwithftandinz  his  vaft  fupeiiority  in  point  - 
of  numbers,  gave  Sa!th  to  underhand,  that,  if  he  would  quit 
Aft/epelamia,  and  invade  fome  other  province,  he  would  not 
Oppofe  him  ;  but  this  Saleh  refiired  to  do,  except  /fdi  would  de> 
dare  himfelf  to  be  of  the  fame  religious  and  political  fcntimenta 
with  the  Safriant,  who  acknowlcged  him  for  their  chief.  Thit 
propofal  not  being  relilhed  by  Adi,  nothing  could  then  be  con- 
cluded upon.  Adi,  foon  after  this  firfl  efibrt  to  prevail  upon 
1  MS.  Laud.  nniD.  161.  tin,  AautriD.  et  Al  MAtm,  ubt 
fiip.  D'HiKBBi-.Bibliotb.  orient.  lawn.SehtbihBtiiZtidjV-Vio. 
MoD.HiET.  VoL.U.  I.  SaUb 
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SaUb  to  depart  out  of  Mefopetamia  by  amicable  tneaiiB  prctved 
inefie^tual,  not  being  rufHciently.upon  his  guard, -was  Air- 
prized  by  the  enemy ;  who  attacked  him  whilft  he  was  faying 
the  noon-prayers,  put  him  to  the  rout,  and  made  thcm- 
fi:lve5  Diaftcrs  of  his  camp.  Mohamtmdj  receiving  advice  of 
this  defeat,  ordered  KbaUdElnAlJera  and  MHaretb^  each  st 
the  head  of  1 500  men,  to  advance  againft  the  Siparatifit  j 
who  coming  up  with  them  near  Amtd^  or  Apdda,  a  fierce 
conflid  enfued.  The  rebels  behaved  with  great  bravery  oo 
^isocca&on,  and  repulfed  in  fuch  a  manner  the  £^/j/^s  boric, 
that  (hey  were  obliged  to  difmount,  and  fight  on  foot :  after 
which,  they  warmly  atucked  the  enemy.  However,  the 
Safrians  defended  themfelves  with  unparalleled  intrepidity,  till 
the  approach  of  the  night  put  an  end  to  the  action ;  tho'  find- 
.  ing  themfelves  not  able  to  cope  with  the  Khalifs  ^rcea,  ihey 
foon  after  decamped,  and  retired  with  great  precipitation  to 
Mawjtl.  From  thence  they  continued  their  route  to  Dafcare^ 
where  they  pitched  their  tents.  We  muft  not  forget  to  ob- 
serve, that,  tho'  the  difpute  near  Amida  was  on  both  fides  lb 
obftinate,  neither  the  Khalifa  troops,  nor  the  Safrians,  fuHam- 
cd  any  confLderable  lofs ;  the  former  not  having  had  many 
above  70,  and  the  latter  only  30  men  killed  in  the  aSioo  *. 
S}ieh\\>de-  ^^  Hejaj  Itavirg  been  informed,  that  the £ii/rJfliu,-uodei 
/rati  tit  the  command  of  Halih  and  Shtbib,  had  taken  polt  at  Dafcaroy 
Khalifa  ^t:M  Al  Hdrtth  Al  Hamadam  to  drive  them  from  thence  with  a 
forcei,  anybody  of  5000  men.  Whilft  Al  Haretb  was  upon  his  march, 
takei  be  received  advice,  that  SaUh  had  abandoned  Dafcara,  and 

CQ&,  fecmed  to  be  moving  towards  Jalouta  aijd  Katiiin;  upoa 
which,  he  purl'ued  him  with  great  expedition,  a|deavouriDg, 
by  forced  marches,  to  come  up  with  him.  At  M,  the  two 
armies  faced  each  other  at  Aledbaj,  a  little  town  or  village  up- 
on  the  Ti^rk,  between  Mawfei  and  fukhi,  and,  after  fome 
previous  motions,  engaged.  SaUh's  forces  were  compofed 
,  only  of  three  companies,  confiding  of  thirtymen  each ;  which, 

not  being  able  to  make  head  againft  //  tfareth's  troops,  were 
foon  thrown  into  confiffion,  and  Sakh  himfelf  killed  upod 
the  rpot,  Shcbib  was  alfo  beaten  off  his  horic,  oblt^  for 
fome  time  to  light  on  foot,  and  at  laft  made  his  retreat  in  ex- 
cellent Older  to  a  neighbouring  callle.  From  thence,  tho'  itift* 
rounded  by  AlHdriib's  numerous  forces,  with  his  little  army, 
or  rather  troop,  he  made  a  fally  upon  the  enemy,  penetrated 
about  midnight  to  the  very  centre  of  their  camp,  cut  many  of 
them  to  pieces,  wpimded  the  general  himCelf,  who  was  with 
great  diiBculty  carried  off,  and  difpcrfed  the  moft  coniiderable 
part  of  the  army  he  commanded.  By  this  vi^ory,  Shthib, 
■  lid etn  ibid.  GoLit  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p,  333,  335,  341,- & 
alib.  paC  Ockliy,  ubi  fup.  p.  ^51— -36a. 
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aaianted  bis  friends,  and  became  terrible  even  to  ^//ff/'himletf, 
wfaoai  he  worfted  in  feveritl  aftions  confequentjal  to  it.    Nay,  . 
taking  advant^e  of  that  general's  abfcnce,when  atSis^u, with- 
out aoy  considerable  oppofition,  he  made  himfelfm after  of  Cu/m, 

continued  hU  lieutenant  of  Khorafan,  departed  this  lite.  He 
WW  a  per  Ion  of  an  cxtraordinarychanfter,  both  for  his  furpriz-  ' 
ing  abilities,  and  his  uncommon  generofity  of  temper.  When 
be  was  at  the  point  of  death,  he  gave  his  (bns  a  bundle  of  ar- 
rt>m  to  brcalt ;  which  none  of  them  being  able  to  do,  In 
aiked  tbem  whether  they  could  break  thofe  arrows  {ingly  ?  To 
which  they  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  '*  Then,"  faid  he^ 
»»  fBppofe  yourfelves  to  be  like  that  bundle  of  arrows  here  cx- 
**  hibitcd  to  your  view,  and  not  to  be  reprefented  by  the  dif- 
**  united  arrows  ■"  intimating  hereby,  that  as  their  unitm 
would  render  them  invincible,  fo,  the  moment  difcord  entered  ' 
amongfl  them,  they  would  begin  to  advance  towards  de- 


AlHejaj,  determined  not  to  bear  any  longer  the  infults  of  ^"'^mr- 
Sbebih,  wrote  to  the  Kha^f  ioi  a  reinforcement;  who  fent'*'**'^ 
htm  a  ftrong  detachment  of  the  Syrian  forces,  to  enable  him  «"''  ^'{'' 
to  extirpate  the  Safriam  under  the  command  of  that  enthu-  ^.  ^ff 
fiaft.     After  he  had  been  joined  by  thefe  fuccouis,  he  ad-  ^^^ 
Tanced  againft  Sbeiih,  whole  army  did  not  confift  of  above  *'*'^* 
4.000  horfe,  or,  as  others  fay,  6oq,  gave  him  battle  in  the 
plains  of  (7^,  and  intirely  defeated  him.     Sheiii's  wife  Ga- 
xeiay  who  had  attended  him  in  his  firft:  march  to  Ciifa,  hb 
brotber,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  his  men,  were  killed 
in  tbe  ai^n ;  and  the  reft  purfued  fame  parafangs  by  a  body 
ef  the  Syrian  troops,  who  put  to  the  fword  only  thirty  of  tbe 
Safriam,  tho'  they  lofi  themfelves  above  too  men.     This  dif< 
after  obliged  Shtbib  to  abandon  CUfa,  in  order  to  provide  for 
hit  own  iafety.     Having  therefore  (lofled  the  Tigrii,  he  ad- 
vanced to  fukhi ;  from  whence,  repalling  the  fame  river  at 
the  place  where  ff'ajtt  was  afterwards  built,  he  retired  with 
great  precipitation  to  Jhwaz,  and  from  thence  into  Kerman, 
where  he  halted,  and  refrclbed  his  men.    In  the  mean  timc^ 
AI  Hejaj  ordered  Gaxdia't.  head  to  be  wafhed,  and  interred  ; 
and  detached  StfaH  Ebn  Al  Abrad,  whom  Ahialmaitc  had 
fent  to  his  alliftance  out  of  Syria,  with  a  body  of  troops  to 
tDarch  a^inft  Sbtbib,  who  had  advanced  a  fecond  time  to  Ab- 
v/Sx.     S»fian  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  a  bridge  called  Dt- 
jail  Alylowdit,  where  a  Iharp  difpuce  enfued  ;  In  which,  not- 
withllanding  the  ine(|uality  of  numbers,  Shtbib  feveril  ^mes 
lepulfcd  the  Khalif^i  forces,  but  was  at  laft  himfalF  piit  m 
■  MS.  Laod.  num.  ifit.  &IsH.ABvLFtD.  ubifup.    Ocklit, 
libifup.  p.  364. 
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/  flight.    His  hoife,  leaping  upon  a  mare  beforchim,  loofeoed 

the  ftones  of  the  bridge,  whilft  he  was  paJling  it,  ind  fonxd 
his  foot  upoD'the  edge  of  a  boat;  which  threw  him  into  the 
river,  or  arm  of  the  fea,  as  we  find  intimated  by  ///  AfaJHm^ 
that  a  little  farther  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Bafrm. 
Notwithftanding  which,  M.D'Herhht;  who  fecms  to  have 
followed  chiefly  the  Ftrfian  hiftorianc,  fays,  that  ShAih  wai 
drowned  in  the  Sarfar,  a  river  of  Syria.  The  firfi  time  he 
Kmt.rQiA,\itit\A^  trhen  Goo  decreise  thing,  itisdanei  and 
the  fecond.  This  is  the  decree  of  the  Almighty,  tbt  all- 
wise  God  :  upon  which,  the  Sefrians,  being  ftruck  with 
terror,  immediately  cried  out.  The  emperor  ef  the  faiAftd  it 
■  drewned.  His  body  being  drawn  up  with  a  net,  the  head  wa 
cut  oif,  andfent  to  AlHej^j,wiioviM  not  alittlcpleafedatthe 
fightofii.  When  the  body  wasopened,  theheartwastaken 
out  of  it,  and  found  to  be  prodigioufly  firm  and  hard,  iike  a 
fione.  His  mother  is  faid  to  have  been  a  Chriflian,  curied 
off  as  a  prifoner,  and  confequently  a  Have,  by  Trzid  Sin 
Nairn,  after  a  vI£iory  obtained  by  the  MoJUmsovt'!  the  Gruh^ 
in  the  Khalifat  of  Uthmduf  and  the  25th  year  of  the  Hejra. 
Proving  with  child  of  Shebib  by  her  mafter,  fbe  grew  ex- 
tremely fond  of  him ;  and,  in  o^der  to  pleafe  him,  embraced 
Mehattanedifm.  Shehib  was  born  on  the  tenth  of  Dhu'lbajjm^ 
the  day  on  which  the  vi^ms  at  Mecca  are  killed.  Befw^c  hii 
birth,  his  mother  is  reported  to  have  feen  in  a  dream  a  flame 
proceeding  from  her,  that  difiiifed  itfelf  over  the  face  of  the 
fieavens,  and  extended  to  every  quarter;  after  which,  a  coal 
'  dropt  into  a  large  water,  and  was  quenched.  From  whence, 
continues  our  author,  fbe  inferred,  that  her  fon  was  to  be  a 
nian  of  blood,  elevated  to  an  exalted  ftation,  and  at  laft  ta 
perifl)  in  (he  water.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  diat,  being  once 
informed  of  bis  having  been  kilted,  {be  ^ve  no  credit  to  the 
rumour  i  but  that  being  told  he  was  drowned,  the  immedi- 
ately believed  it,  faying  it  was  impoffibJe  for  him  to  come  ttt 
any  other  end.  After  Sbeiib's  death,  the  yfzaraiilei,  or  Se^- 
rians,  quarrelled  amongH  tbemfelves; '^the  greateft  part  of 
them  deferttng  their  leader,  Katri  Ebn  Ftjat.  This  gave  the 
Khalipi  troops  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them  to  great  ad- 
vantage, putting  4000  of  them  to  the  fword,  and  driving  the 
reft,  with  Katri,  into  Taberi/ldn.  Upon  their  arrival  here,  iHct 
were  kindly  received  by  Afi>id,  the  king  of  Taitri^dn,  who  al- 
figned  them  a  part  of  his  territories  for  their  habitations.  They 
bad  not  long  been  fettled  here,  before  they  inHfted  upon  jffi^tta 
either  embracing  IJlamifm,  or  paying  them  an  annual  tribute; 
which  he  refufingtodo,  they  drove  him  ta  Ray,  ot  Raja,  \  po- 
pulous city  of  Al  Jebul,  in  the  Perjian  Irak,  where  he  implored 
tkc  KhaUf'i  protet^on.     He  afterwards  conduded  a  body  of 
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the  Mtfitm  troops  into  Taberifthi,  where  ttiey  fell  upon  tBe 
rebels  with  Tuch  fiuy,  that  they  killed  Kalri  Ebn  Fijit  him- 
&lf  upon  die  fpot,  cut  a  great  number  of  his  men  in  pieces* 
and  took  all  the  reft  of  them  prironers.  All  which  operations 
an  Arah  author,  followed  by  Mr.  Ockley,  places  in  the  771(1 
year  of  die  Htjra ;  as  do  atlb  Khondemir  and  another  Per' 
fianwnVa;  tbo'  the  hiftorians  epitomized  by  ^/i^tfi/n  ailert 
them  to  hare  happened  in  the  preceding  year.  And  thi>  fecms 
to  OS  the  m(^  fvobable  opinion,  as  thofe  hijtorians  affirm,  that 
M  Aftiailei  Ebn  Ahufafra,  who  died  in  the  76th  year  of 
tfac  albreraid  xra,  commanded  the  Meflim  forces  in  the  laft 
expedition.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obterve,  that  Tebtrifiany 
die  (cene  of  this  expedition,  is  a  mountainous  tra£t,  full  of 
woods,  limited  in  part  by  the  region  called  Deylam,  and  the 
difth&  afGbiiaii  and  Cazhin,  faid  by  Galius  pretty  nearly  to 
anfwcr  to  the  Hyreama  of  the  antients.  But,  for  a  more  par- 
ticular account  of  that  remote  country,  we  muft  beg  leave  to 
tefcr  our  curious  readers  to  the  copious  defcription  of  it  ex- 
trafied  by  the  laft-mcntioned  author  out  of  the  oriental  geo- 
graphers^. 

The  (am«  year,  that  is,  the  76th  of  the  Htjfa,  !n  the  Tht  Anbl 
Khalifat  of  Ahdabmlie,  according  to  AlMaktny  or  rather  the  b't'"  '• 
autbon  he  followed,  dinars  and  dirhemt  were  firft  ftruck  "*«"*: 
with  Jrabic  infcriptioni  upon  them.  Before  this  time,  thc'O'* 
dingrSf  or  gold  coins,  had  Gritk,  and  the  dirhims,  or  filver 
ones,  Ptrfic  chara3ers  upon  them.  The  firft  ere<£tion  of .» 
mint  amoneft  the^dirwasoccafioned  by  the  following  acci- 
dent. AbdttbndUt  frequently  prefixed  to  the  letters  he  wrote 
to  die  Grttk  emperor  this  (bort  paflage  of  the  Ksran^  Say, 
God  h  m,  or  S07,  there  is  sift  G»d  ;  and  then  inferted  the 
name  of  the  prophet  with  the  date  of  the  letter,  accordii^  to 
the  ifejreif  or  the  sera  ^n  in  ufe  amongft  the  Arabs.  This 
giving  the  emperor  great  offence,  he  deTired  the  KhaHf  to 
alter  that  manner  of  writing ;  threatening  otherwife  to  lend 
tome  coins  that  (hould  mention  their  prophet  in  terms  not 
▼ery  agreeable  to  him.  This  inccnfed  Ab^almMte,  who 
dicreupon  faid,  A  curfe  he  uptn  their  coins !  and,  trom  that 
time,  propofed  fctting  up  a  mint  in  his  own  dominions.  The 
firft  Arabic  money  feems  to  have  been  fome  dirhims  ftamped 
hy  AlHej^,  with  this  bfcription,  Stiy,  there  is  ent  God,  or, 
according  to  ^/ A/ffir«,  Allah  Samad,  God  is  etemah,  which 
not  3  litue  dirplcafcd  the  Mofims^  as  they  imagined  that  thi» 

*  MS.  Laud.  ninn.  161,  abifitp.  Ebn  AlA-thir,  ALMikKiM. 
abi  fap.  63.  64.  D'HiMiL.  BiUioth.  orient,  in  art.  Scb^b  Bern 
2«W,  p.  780.  Ehokdemir  &  AucNiOBiAKUTAM.  Goui  not. 
•d  Alfragan.  p.  193^197. 
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ikcred  name  of  God  would-be  thereby  ofpotc^  to  the  touch 
of  unclean  perfons  oT  both  fcxcs.  Ssmyer,  a  Jew,  regulated 
their  coinage,  which  was  very  rude  at  tirft,  but  Kceived  af- 
terwuds  fevcral  improvements  in  the  times  of  Omar  Ebn  Ha- 
bira,  the  governor  of  Irak,  KhaUd  M  Karjhi,  Tuftf  Ebm 
Omar,  the  Kballfs  Haruit  ^l  Rajhid,  his  fon  Al  A^amuitt  and 
Jllf^dthek.  In  the  6iy&  of  Khaifd /fi Karjbi^  there  were  three 
~*  ^orts  of  dirbem,  a  fpccies  of  filvcr  coin  amongll  the  Arabs 
that  we  have  already  given  our  readers  fome  account  of  in  the 
life  of  AJehamnud;  the  weight  of  every  one  of  which  has  been 
banded  down  to  us  by  Jl  Makin.  The  roctal  at  ftril  was  not 
Very  good,  but  received  afterwards  farther  degrees  of  perfec- 
tion in  the  afoTclaid  reiens.  All  the  earliell  coins  lltuck  by  the 
KhaJifstcein  to  have  had  only  legends  and  ihfcriptions  upon 
them  i  however,  thofc  of  a  later  date  were  fometimes  adorned 
with  the  heads  of  the  princes  who  Druck  them,  or  the  figures  of 
animals.  Of  the  firft  fort  we  have  one  preferved  in  the  Std- 
Uian  library  at  Oxford,  which  is  perhaps  the  oUcft  Arabic  coin 
extantj  it  having  been  ilruclc  at  ^0//^  upon  the  Ti^m,  in  the 
Khalifat  of  AlWalU  Ebn  Abd  alm&lu,  and  the  88th  year  of  the 
H'jra,  01  of  Christ  707.  The  infcription  on  one  lide  of 
this  coin,  as  it  has  been  tranllatcd  by  ihe  reverend  and  learned 
'Dr.  Hunt,  profeflbr  of  the  Htbrivi  and  Arabic  languaoes  in 
the  univcrfity  of  Oxford,  is,  Thin  it  anly  tm  God,  vAs  hat 
ju  ampanian  j  and  round  it  the  following  words,  In  tbt  namt 
y  God,  this  dirhem  Vjasflruck  at  Walet  in  the  year  ef  tht 
.  Hejra  88.  On  the  reverfe  is  a  palTage  taken  out  of  die  1  i2tfa 
pra  of  the  Kcrdn,  to  the  following  efTeS:  God  if  axe, 
eternal,  neither  begetting  ntr  begotten,  nor  it  there  any  being  £kt 
him  i  and,  round  it,  another  tdcen  from  the  fixcy  HtH  fira 
of  the  fame  book,  couched  in  the  following  terms,  Moham- 
med it  the  apoflle  if  God,  tuhafent  him  with  a  dire&ien  ami 
the  religian  of  truth,  that  he  might  render  this  religion  mtrecan- 
fpicttout  than  any  tther ;  tho'  it  be  eppefed  iy  the  Associ at OtiS. 
The  character  here  is  the  Cufic,  of  which  enough  has  beco 
fiiid  in  pur  antient  hiftory  of  the  Arabs;  and  the  coin  is  fa  well 
preferved;  that  it  may  feem  to  fome  not  to  he  genuine,  ft 
confifts  of  pretty  sooa  filver,  and. weighs  one  pcny-wc^ht  and 
twenty  grains.  Another  of  thcfc  dirhtms  is  to  be  fecn  in  the 
very  valuable  colleflion  of  antient  coins,  bequeathed  by  the 
ute  archbifliop  WaieKo  Cbrift-Cburcb  coWt^c  in  Oxfttd;  and 
wiothcr  in  the  fmall  cabinet  of  the  writer  <A  this  hiflory ;  of 
both  which  our  readers  will  meet  with  an  explication  in  a 
proper  place.  Notwithfianding  what  has  heen  advanced  to 
the  contrary  by  Al  Makin,  we  are  told  by  theufhams  and  Ct- 
irenui,  who,  in  this  point,  feem  to  deferve  fome  regard,  that 
Abd'almdlei  bad  begun  to  coin  money  of  a  new  foim,  fucb  as 
■•  had 
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hai  never  before  been  Teen,  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  emperor 
yu/linian  li's  reign,  coincident  with  the  year  of  Christ 
09c,  or  6^1  (  and  that  then  the  emperor  rcfixTcd  to  receive 
the  tribute  fent  him  by  the  Khali/,  becaufc  it  confilted  intirely 
of  die  new  Jrabie  money.  Wliich  if  we  admit,  it  muft  be 
allowed,  that  Abialmalec  began  to  (trike  diners  and  dirhims 
U  leaft  live  or  fix  years  earlier  than  the  time  that  has  been 
fixed  for  the  cominenccment  of  coinage  amongft  the  Mojlems 
hy  the  Arab  hiflorians.  To  what  has  been  here  obfervcd, 
Thttpkarus  feems  to  add,  that  the  emperor  made  the  Khallfi 
offer  of  his  tribute  in  Arabic  money  one  of  his  pretexts  for 
coming  to  3  rupture  with  that  prince.  Be  that  as  it  will,  Ah- 
falmMec^  if  we  will  believe  this  writer,  underllanding  that 
'Jufiinian  was  determined  to  break  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
with  the  Arabs,  raifed  a  powerful  army,  and  gave  the  com' 
tnandof  it  to  one  of  his  generals,  named  Mahammti;  who, 
cau&ng  the  articles  of  (he  late  treaty  to  be  carried  before  his 
ttsKn  on  the  point  of  a  fpcar,  met  the  emperor  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood oi  Sebaji»p»iis,  and  engaged  hts  army  with  unparal- 
leled bravery.  But  notwithftanding  this,  Mohammed  was 
obliged  to  give  ground,  and  even  retire  to  his  camp  ;  wherfl 
he  mufi  have  pctiihcd  with  hunger,  or  fubmiticd  to  the  em- 
peror, had  he  not  in  the  mean  time  gained  over  20,000 
Sclavi,  with  their  commander,  in  the  emperor's  fervicc ; 
whofe  unexpected  defcrtion  caufcd  fuch  a  confternation  in  the 
(?rM^  army,  that  they  immediately  betook  themfclve;  to  a  pre- 
cipitate flight,  being  purfucd  with  great  flaughter  by  the  Arabs. 
After'-which,  Mahammtd haraffed  the  imperial  provinces  in  4 
moll  cruet  manner,  and  made  himfclf  abfolute  mafter  of  Ar- 
trunttf ;  which,  however,  returned  again  to  the  emperor  in  s 
very  (hott  time.  I'he  fame  author  alfo  relates,  that  Msham- 
i/ted  bribed  the  general  of  the  SeLvi  to  defcrt  the  emperor,  by 
lending  him,  in  the  heat  of  the  a£{,on,  aquiver  fuIJof  f/i'iuri, 
and  promifmg  him  a  much  larger  fum.  Some  commotions 
likewife,  according  to  him,  happened  about  this  time  on  'the 
fide  of  Kherafdn,  in  which  a  great  number  of  the  Arabs  loft 
their  lives  \ 

In  the  77th  year  of  the  Htjra,  anfwering  to  the  696th  of  Lasiea 
the  Chrijlian  sera,  one  of  Abd'almdUc's  commanders,  called  end'^U 
by  Tbt^hanes  and  Cedrtnus  Alid,  made  an  incu^fion  into  ihe  nucium 
imperial  territories,  plundered  them  in  a  dreadful  manner,*'"''''''' 
and  then  retired  with  the  Cbrifiian  prifoners  he  had  taken  into '"'  "'*  *"■ 

■  Al  Maxin,  ubi  fup.  p.  64, 65.  EsN  Al  Athik,  MS.  Poc; 
nnm,  137.  in  fiibl.  Bodl,  Oxod.  Al  Kor.  Moham.  f.  cxii,  bci. 
Sals'*  prelim,  difc.  p.  69-  Theomiah.  chronograph,  p.  304,  30;, 
306.  Geokg.  CtcUK.hiltoriar.  compecd.  p.  441. 
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die  KbaKfi  dominions.     About  the  fame  time,  Sergtia,  zpat 
trician,  who  commanded  the  Grtii  troops  in  Laziea  and  Bar- 
mtcium,  rebelled  againft  tbe  new  emperor  Leontius,  and  deli- 
vered up  both  of  thofc  places  to  the  Mejitmf.    fieCdcs  which, 
nothing  remarkable,  as  far  as  can  be  collcAed  either  from  the 
Grttk  or  Arab  hiltorians,  happened  this  year  ''. 
T^'Arsbi     Tii£  follfiwing  year,  that  is,  the  78th  of  the^"?™*  O'  of 
TtJuet       Christ  697J  the  McJUnii  invaded  /^nVa  with  a  veryconfi- 
Africa       derablc  force,  made  themfdves  maftcrs of  CartAijf/,  and  over- 
frppria.    j-jn  the  whole  country  that,  ip  the  earlier  ages,  properly  ap-t 
pertained   to  that  city.     Biit  they  were  foon  driven  out  by 
John  the  patrician,  a  man  of  great  valour  and  experience  it* 
war,  whom  the  emperor  had  fcnl  againll  them.     The  Arabs, 
to  repair  the  great  lolTcs  (hey  had  fuitained,  equipped  another 
fleet,  and  rcturnirg  to  Africa,  obliged  j^<jAn  to  fly  to  the  fe»« 
coaf^,  where  he  imbarked  with  the  troops  under  his  cominuid 
for  CenfianthiofU.    Thus  was  Africa,  or  rather  Africa  Pro- 
pria, in  a  manner  without  oppoiition,  abandoned  once  mors 
to  the  Mojiemi  '. 
Jibd'al-         In  the  79th  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  of  Christ  698,  ^^t 
rahroan     v^ry  or  Tibtrius,  who  had  been  raifed  to  the  empire,  lent 
,    r^ih        his  brother  Htracrius  into  Cappadocia,  to  watch  the  motions 
agtiitfl      of  the  Arabs.     This  year,  according  to  7hfopha»es  and  Ce- 
tif  £h»-  drettuj,  one  Ab^alrahmdn,  an  Arab  governor,  or  commander, 
^f-  rebelled  againft  the  KbaUf  in  Perfiay  and  drove  the  Kbaiham 

Oiit  of  th^t  country,     We  mull  here  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  JibJih^  was  a  general  title  made  ufe  of  by  all  thofe 
princes  who  reigned  in  the  Tranfoxanian  provinces  ;  amotigft 
which  we  may  reckon  the  Kbdm  of  the  Turis,  Tartars,  and 
l^qguls.    The  old  church  at  Eicfja  was  thrown  down  this  year 
by  an  earthquake,  which  did  conliderable  damage  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  of  Mefapatamia  '. 
Heraclim      The  following  year,  being  the  eightieth  of  the  H'jra, 
^efircjt      and  the  6g9th  of  the  Chri/iian  sera,  the  Khalf  fent  a  gene* 
f  00.000    fal,  QiWeA  Mohammtd,  with  a  powerrul  army,  into  Ptffia\ 
^abs.      who,  after  he  had  been  joined  by  the  KhaMn,  overthrew  Ah- 
ialrahman  with  very  great  flaughter,  killed  him  uport  the  fpot, 
and  reinliated  the  Khukban  in  the  government  of  Perfia.  About 
the  fame  time,  HeracUui,  one  of  Tiberiul's  generals,  taking 
advantage  uf   the  divifions  that   now  reigned  amongft  the 
ArabSj  pei.etrated  into  Syria,  as  far  as  Samofaia,  waSed  all 

'  THEdrHAH.  ubi  Tup.   p.  309.    Cedken.  obi  fup.   p.  441^. 

*  TH(9rHAN.ct  Ceprbk.  ubifup.  '  THenpHAH.ubJfupi. 

p'.  310.  GeoRC  Cedren.  p  444.  D'Hirbel.  Biblioth.orieui.  in 

^.  Khacait,  p.  9B3.  DiONYS.  Telmarens.  apud  Jof,  Sis).  AfK- 

,  fnan.  lib)  fup.  p.  104. 
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tbje  adjacent  tcrritoiy,  and  put  to  the  fword  Bbont  2O0,OCX}  of 
the  enemy.  After  which,  he  returned  to  Cappadecia,  loaded 
with  the  tmmcofc  bootf  he  had  acquired  in  this  expedition  *. 

In  the  8ift  year  of  the  Hejra,  A.  C.  700,  died  MehamnudiAohtm- 
Etn  Haiiifyah,  who,  by  feveial  of  his  followers,  was  conG- med  Ebn 
dered,  after  Hofiin's  death,  as  lawful  Khclif  and  /flicm.  Hanifiyah 
Some  of  the  Sbiitts  look  upon  him  as  an  illultrious  prophet,^'- 
talten  and  preferved  by  Goo  in  mount  Rtdwtiy  who  Ihall  here- 
after appev,  and  fill  the  earth  with  piety  and  juftice ;  though 
others  of  them  utterly  explode  fo  ridiculous  a  notion.  Hit 
father's  naine>  or  rather  fumamc,  according  to  the  Arab  poet 
/IHawuri,  oneof  his  admirers,  was  5Mj6j  after  whole  death, 
Xauiia,  his  mother,  and  Stti^s  widow,  was  married  to  j//ii 
fo  that  he  was  not, '  properly  fpealdng,  the  fon  of  that  laiam, 
not  defccnded  from  Mtbatmnidy  as  Hafan  and  Htjt'm-'vtn, 
He  feveral  times  refufed  the  Khalifat,  and  was  furnamed  Ehn 
Hanijijab,  that,  by  this  appellation,  he  might  bediftinguiflied 
from  the  two  laft-mentioned  Imam,  who  were  truly  and  pro^ 
perly  yflPa  fons,  by  Fattma,  the  daughter  of  the  prophet. 
Which  if,  with  M.  i)'Herb//tt,  we  admit,  Mr.  Oeii^y  muft 
have  been  guilty  of  a  mitiake  (as  indeed  the  fumame  Ebn 
Hanifiyah  itfelf  fcems  clearly  enough  to  evince)  when  he  makes 
this  Mthammed  to  have  beca  the  real  fon  of  Alt,  We  arc  told 
by  the  Greek  writers,  that  the  Jrabs  made  an  irruption  thit 
j^ear  into  (be  imperial  territories,  and  laid  ficge  to  Antaradfts 
m  Syria  i  but  not  being  able  to  mafler  that  place,  they  re« 
turned  to  Mepjuefiia  in  Cilicia,  and  left  a  garifon  there. 
The  text  of  Tbetpbanei,  in  the  paOage  referred  to,  exhibiting 
7araitium  for  Antaradus,  may  be  emended  by  thatofC«^;»Wi 
which  has  preferred  the  true  reading  Anlaradttt  here.  One 
AbialUtb,  according  to  tbofe  authors,  commanded  the  Mtjkm 
forces  this  campaign  b. 

The  expedition  placed  by  the  Gruk  writers  in  the  79th  Abd'al- 
jrear  of  the  Hejra,  and  faid  by  them  to  have  been  undertaken  rabnlii 
by  Ai^olrabmdn  againll  the  Kbaibdn,  really  hi^ened  in  the  ^*-(*fi*.,. 
Sii  year  of  that  ara,  according  to  AtAreb  hiflorians.  Which*  ^'  HqSj »  , 
foever  of  thefe  may  be  in  the  right  as  to  the  year,  our  curious  ^J' 
readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  find  here  the  following  parti-  ,£^^1- 
culars,  extrafied  from  the  oriental  authors,  relating;  to  that  ex-  ^^  ^ 
pcdition.  AlHtjajfivaiinaAbd'alrabmdnEbnMebammtdEbn^^* 
AJbab  Al  kendij  ordered  nim  to  advance  againft  Zentil,  king 

t  TniOFHAM.etCiDiBN  uhifap,  "  •>  D.  HAuia.apud 

AIMakiD,  ubi  fup.  p.  6;.iitct  ipfeALMASin,  ibid.  leu.  Aavi/- 
riD,  ubifap.  MS.  L^ud.  num.  161.  ubifup.D  Herbbl.  Biblioth,- 
orient.  in  art.  i/jifu/iit^,  p.  428,  429.  OcxLEY'tbifl.  of  the  Sarac. 
To|,ii.  p  80,271,370.  '^HBoruAN.  dupiiograpb.  p.3IO>3i1. 
fiSBtti.  nbi  fup. 
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ef  die  Tutit,  or  the  KhdihoH,  and,  w'rth  an  inconfideraMe 
force  that  he  aSgned  him,  to  malcc  an  irruption  into  his  do- 
niniona.  This  <////«/'<!/' did  in  order  to  dcftroy  him;  ofwhicft 
%cing  fecrecly  informed,  he  took  care  to  acquaint  the  troops  un- 
der his  command  with  the  motive  to  this  expedition.  The  fid* 
ikn  finding  that  they  were  to  be  facrificcd  to  AlHeJafs  mafice 
'  againfl  iheir  geaeral,  rcfi'lvcd  to  be  revenged  ot  the  gdvcrnor 
for  his  barbarity  ;  and  therefore  unanimoufly  took  an  oath  to 
fupport  /bdalrahtmn  Ein  Mohamrmd.  MdalrahmoH  here- 
upon conc[uded  a  peace  with  the  Turi,  returned  into  Irak^ 
Mid  marched  dire£Uy  againft  AlH^aj ;  who,  having  received 
advice  of  what  had  happened,  had  fcnt  to  the  KhaEf  for  a 
reinfortement  of  the  Syrian  troops.  After  the  arrival  of  thcfc 
Saccoaa,  M  Hcjaj  ttticked,  Md' airah/nm  Ebn  Mohammed  Ehm 
Jl^ab  AlKendi;  but,  being  overthrown,  >^iiJ'ii/r<3ifrffi^  carried 
bis  vidoriouB  arms  to  Bafra,  and- was  joined  by  a  great  num- 
ber cS  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  who  took  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  him.  Then  intrenching  himfeif  on  one  fide  of 
the  city,  he  found  ao  opportunity  of  atucking,  to  great  ad- 
Vantage,  Al  Hejaj,  in  his  turn,  and  gaintd  a  fecond  victory  over 
him.  From  the  fcene  of  aftion  he  moved  to  Cufiy  and  wat 
received  with  open  arms  by  the  people  of  that  city.  In  the 
tnean  time,  Alrlejaj  afTembled  all  the  forces  he  was  able,  and 
led  them  againft  jfi^alrabtnan ;  whofe  army,  by  the  acceffioa 
bf  the  Bafrant,  who  had  conceived  an  invincible  avcrficAi  ta 
Jl  Hgiji  on  account  of  his  enormous  cruelty,  amounted  to 
100,000  men.  AIHejajinamfcd  ata^hcecilMDairiarrabf 
and  Abd'airahm^  at  another  denominated  Dairaljemu^'imt 
at  a  biall  diftance  from  the  enemy  ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  an 
liundrcd  days,  thcfe  two  commanders  are  faid  to  have  fought 
tighty-one  battles.  At  lafl,  Altieja}  put  Abd'alrahman  to  flight, 
and  cut  oiF4000  of  his  men ;  aitcr  which,  the  latter  retreated 
toS<iian,wherehe  was  feizcd  hyAlIJfjaj'$  lieutenant,  and  re- 
fcued  by  Zentil,  the  Turk,  his  friend  and  ally.  Jl  U^i-j,  re- 
ceiving intelligence  of  this,  fcnt  Ytxid  Ebn  Al  AiehaUtb 
agaian  Zentil,  in  order  to  farce  him  to  deliver  up  Md'alrab- 
mdn  into  his  hands.  Zenlii  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
his  defence,  and  engaged  Tezid  with  an  army  of  6o,cco  men ; 
but  he  Was  foon  overthrown,  had  many  of  his  men  killed, 
and  a  great  number  of  them  taken  prifoncrs ;  amongft  whom 
wai-«'«r<i/r(jAm,}n  himfeif.  With  regard  to  the  manner  eS 
that  general's  death,  the  Arab  writers  arc  not  perfeftiy  agreed  j 
'  but,  according  to  fome  of  the  bcfl  of  them,  he  threw  himfi^ 
headlong  from  the  top  of  an  high  houfe,  in  order  to  avoid 
falling  into  the  hands  of  his  moA  implacable  enemy.  What 
became  of  Hafan  Al  Bafri,  SaVd  Ebn  Hoftin,  NaS  Ebn  Ahu- 
ffii,  aad^  others  of  his  principal  accomplices,  we  are  not  told 
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br  the  Meffan  billoriins.  Some  of  thote  writeH  aflhtj  tliat 
j«  AhhaUeb  Ekn  AhufafrV,  AlHtjafs  lieutenant  of  Kharafanf 
died  this  year;  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  (on  Trad  ia 
that  poff  i  and  that,  upon  Ttxi'd's  reitiovd  fomc  time  afcet 
from  thence,  Fat^,  irtother  of  Jfl  Ahhalteb's  fons,  was  fubfll- 
tutcd  in  his  room.  The  Gretk  writen  relate,  that  Baanet, 
fumamed  Hefladamen,  from  the  fevcn  devils  with  which  he 
WM  fu{^oled  to  have  been  ppflefled,  betrayed  this  year  like- 
wife  jfnntnia  to  the  /1rab$,  for  which  he  doubtlels  received  s 
♦ert  confidcrable  reward '. 

Thh  following  year,  being  the  83d  of  the  B^ra,  and  ofAlH^I 
Christ  702t  Altitj^  built  acity  upon  the  Tl^jm, which  \x^iUi 
called  IVajH.  That  name  figniEes  the  middle  in  the  Arahic^*^^^ 
Jsnguage,  becaufe  this  city  flood  in  the  mid-way  between  J!?f"  ™ 
B^ra  and  C&fa.  The  eaflem  authors,  however,  a  little  differ ^'B"*- 
about  the  year  of  its  foundation ;  Ebn  Shobnab  making  this 
to  have  been  the  83d,  and  Kboademir  the  84th,  of  the  Mof' 
Itm  «ra.  The  Arahs  call  the  circumjacent  trafl  AiAhar,  the 
Welbi  as  it  abounds  with  wells ;  and  near  the  city  there  is  a 
place  bearing  the  name  of  Al  Abar  Al  Arab,  the  wells  of  the 
j^rah.  tyajit,  according  to  the  Arab  tables,  is  fituated  in 
CbaUaVy  or  Babylonian  fi-M,  in  long,  81°  30',  and  lat.  32* 
ao*  N.  The  Perjian  geographer  fays,  that  it  is  feated  upon 
the  Tign'tt  at  an  etjual  ditlance  IVom  Baghdad,  Cufa,  Bafra^ 
and  Ahvdzi  that  is,  about  fifty  parafangs  from  every  one  of 
diofe  cities.  This  year  the  nobility  of  ^/rwrtia  drove  the 
jtrabs  out  of  their  country,  and  fent  to  Apjimar^  orTiheriuSf 
for  affiftance.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  Mebammed,  one  of 
the  Kialifs  generals,  entering  Armenia  with  a  powerful 
army,  recovered  that  province ;  and,  having  got  the  authors 
of  the  revolt  into  his  hands,  burnt  them  all  alive.  Encou- 
raged with  this  fucccfi,  the  Mejlims  invaded  Ciiicia  once 
more  under  the  conduft  of  /zar ;  but  wcie,  to  the  number 
of  10,000,  either  cut  in  p'ctcs  by  Heroclius,  or  taken  pri- 
foners,  and  fent  in  chains  to  Con/tanlimpU.  That  Wafet  waa 
founded  this  year,  as  tin  Shch/iah  affirms,  riot  with  (landing 
what  has  been  advanced  u  the  contrary  by  Khondimir^  may 
be  interred  from  Abi^l-  Farej  * .  ,        " 

*  Al  Makik  &  Iivf.  AsuLFSti.  obi  fup.  D'Hbrbbl.  Biblioth; 
orienL  in  art  Utgi-xgr  B,m  J-.f-f  AlThakef,  p.  4+2.  Theopha- 
VE9,  nbi  fap.  p.  )it.  CcDittN.  ubifup.  ^  Greg.Abu'l- 

Faka;.  in  b  a.  dynifl.  p.  200.  Ebn  SHOHNAk,  Mohammed  Al 
FiajtuzABtD  in  JC'M,  Khonpemir,  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan. 
p.  izi.  O'UmB^  Biblioib.  oiieut.  in  att.  Fa_fith,  p.  i^io. 
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Tbt  Anbi     In  the  84th  year  of  the  Htjre^  or  of  the  Cbrifiien  m 
dtftaitd    ^03,  according  to  ThtMbantt  uid  Cidrenus,  the  Kbalif  lent 
if  Hen-  v/siii,  or  Aul,  one  of  the  Mafitm  commanders,  with  id 
diiu.     '    army  into  CiiUia,  in  order  to  make  himfelf  maAercfthit 
country.     Meeting  with  no  enemy  at  fii^  to  oppofe  him,  be 
laid  Cege  ts  Sijium,  took  it,  and  levelled  it  with  the  ground, 
'But  Heraelius,  the  imperial  general,  Toon  after  appearii^it 
the  head  of  the  Chrifiian  forces,  brought  him  to  a  general 
adion;  in  which  he  cut  off*  12,000  of  the  Arabs,  and  pro- 
bably defeated  Axib;  tho'  this  has  not  been  exprelly  aflotnl 
by  any  of  the  Greek  hiftorians.    As  we  hear  no  more  ol/itii 
after  this  afiion,  we  may  naturally  fuppofe,  4hat  he  fboo 
abandoned  Cilida,  and  retired  with  the  Ifaattcr'd  temaiiu  of 
his  army  into  the  Khalift  dominions '. 
Writtri        The  following  year,  being  the  Sfih  of  the  Hejra,  and  of 
^ipr        Christ  704,  if  we  will  believe  Thecphanes,  the  KbaUfAi' 
*Jm  tit  {fahodlec  Ebn  Merwan  departed  this  life.     Some  other  Cifj- 
"akj' 1     ./^"^  writers  affirm,  that  he  died  the  preceding  year,    Bui 
J)    >      '^"^  "^  them,  in  this  point,  are  to  be  depended  upon,  u 
'^t  *     running  counter  to  theexprefs  teflimonyof  the  beftandmoft 
authentic  Mejkm  hiftorians.  The  Arabs  feem  to  have  eojofol 
diis  year  an  uninterrupted  repofe,  as  no  account  of  any  »• 
cbievements,  or  military  operations,  perfoimed  by  (bem  in  it 
has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  any  of  the  Greek  or  Mtftm 
writers  ">. 
AM'al'        The  next  year,  the  86th  of  the  Hejra,  and  of  Chrkt 
malecV     705,  Ab^aUiTaz  Ebn  Merwen,  the  Kbalif's  brother,  clieda 
^/i,  amiijl  FeJIat  in  Egypt,  and  was  buried  there  on  Monday,  the  I2di 
tParaBtr,  day  of  the  former  Jemada,    He  governed  Egypt  above  tmntf 
years,  havinz  been  conftitutcd  lieutenant  of  that  countr)'  by 
his  father  Mirwan.    Being  Infe^ed  with  the  lepFofy,  ihi 
phyftcians  advifcd  him  to  retire  to  Holwan,   as  the  moft 
propfT  place  for  him  to  refide  in.    Here  he  made  a  largefilh- 
pond,  or  refervoir,  which  he  took  care  to  fupply  coiuHndy 
with  water  from  the  fprings,  or  fountains,  on  mount  AIM*' 
iatiam,  by  means  of  certain  arches,  or  vault5,which  he  caufe) 
to  be  built,  that  kept  open  a  communication  between  tbemi 
upon  which,  according  to  Eutycbius,  he  ere^ed  a  throne  01 
glafs.*  Upon  thefe  and  other  works  at  Hol-wan,  where  Iw 
m^  planted  dat^  he  is  faid  to  have  laid  out  1,000,000  ^• 
nars.    He  ro^Je  every  Thurfdaj  from  Hdwaa  to  Ai  F'^  J 
and  the  next  day,  after  the  morning-prayer  was  over,  returned 
to  the  former  place.     He  likcwife  built  a  Mikias,  ormeafur* 
ing  piUir,  in  order  to  form  an  eftimatc  of  the  increaft  of  tho 
.  •  Tb(opha».  &  CioREK.  Dbi  fup.  ">■  Tfkopha".  uU 

fup.^p.  311,313,    DioNYs.  Telhaukms.  &  Jo).  SivoM.  A'"' 
uitTfi.  uhi  fup.  p.  105.  At  Makih,  obi  fup.  p.  6^. 
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Ifib.  His  two  dumbcrlains  were  Cbriftians  of  the  Mtkfntt  , 
feQ,  whom  he  gavq  leave  to^eft  the  church  of  St.  Join  at 
JiJtoan,  for  thofe  of  their  own  communion.  He  nkewife 
obliged  the  Egyptiam  to  pay  part  of  their  iLribute  every  Fridayy 
that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  fupply  the  exiKcncies  of 
the  ftate,  till  the  death  of  Ab^allah  Ebn  Zeifh-f  and  the  per- 
fcd  fetdctnent  of  his  brother  upon  the  MaJUm  throne.  He 
conflradcd  a  bridge  upon  the  Khalij  Amir  AlMununmy  or  tht 
rivtr  »f  tht  entperor  ef  the  faithful,  the  AmnU  Trajatmi  of 
the  anticnts,  and  the  KhaUt  of  the  moderns ;  and  had  an 
intention  to  remove  the  bridge  at  A/  Fojiat  to  Heku&i^  a 
piea^t  village  about  two  paralangs  diftant  from  that  clty^  oa 
the  eaftem  bank  of  the  NtU.  He  likewtfe  deligned  to  tranf- 
fer  the  port,  the  merchants,  and  the  exchange,  Irom  M  Ft' 
Jiat  to  Ihbum;  but  did  not  live  long  enough  to  put  this  de- 
lign  in  execution.  One  Athaaajmsy  a  Chrtftian  of  the  fan- 
hftt  periiiaiion,  was  his  fecretary,  whom  he  permitted  to 
build  the  church  of  St.  Gitrgt  in  Kafrtl  Sharaaa,  and  that  of 
J&mkir  in  the  citadel  near  AJhabol  Rabiat.  We  are  told  by 
Ibme  of  die  Chriftian  writers,  that  he  was  the  firft  who  fizea  ' 
upon  Hrx  Egyptian  monks  a  capitation, obliging  every  one  of 
them  to  pay  annually  a  dinar.  An  author  cited  by  Al  Malm 
nlates,  that  AbJ'auisdx,  enterbg  into  a  monaftery  at  Hol~ 
tuii  the'  day  before  his  death,  faw  there  an  image  of  the  vir^n 
Ataij  with  Christ  in  her  arms,  which  he  Ipat  upon ;  and 
that  the  night  following  our  Saviour  appeared  to  him  in  « 
dream,  commanding  him  to  be  killed  ;  upon  which,  he  ima- 
raned  himfelf  to  be  immediately  run  through  with  a  lance* 
This  ftnick  him  with  fuch  terror,  that  he  inftantly  awaked* 
and  expired  the  fame  night.  His  fon,  according  to  the  fame 
author,  furvived  bim  only  forty  days.  After  Aid'alaxix't 
death,  the  JTi&ffA/'conferred  the  government  of  fj);^  upon  hli_. 
fon  Aiifaiiah,  who  rendered  himfelf  more  difagreeable  to  the 
Fgyptitmt  than  any  of  his  predecefS)rs.  In  this  poft  he  con- 
tinued till  his  fadier  Ahialm&Ui^i  death,  which  happened 
about  the  middle  of  the  month  Sbatval,  in  the  86th  year  of 
the  Hejra.  The  ditcafc  he  died  of  feems  ^Q  It^vc  been  a 
droply,  fince  the  phyficians  had  abfolutely  prontUted  him  the 
ufc  of  all  kinds  of  liquors.  Notwithltanding  which,  being 
tortured  with  extreme  thirft,  he  commanded  nil  fon  Al  ffalA 
ta  give  him  fcnnc  water  to  drink ;  which  he  refufmg  to  do,  he 
ordered  his  daughter  Fdttma  to  bring  fomc  to  him.  _  But  Al 
iValid,  defirous  of  keeping  his  father  alive  as  long  as  poffible, 
would  not  fufier  her  to  approach  him  j  which  fo  exafperated 
the  Kbalify  that  he  threatened  to  difinherit  him.  Fatemay 
thcrcrorc,  gave  him  water,  which  he  greedily  drank,  and 
(aaa  after  expitedi    He  was  always  apptehenlive  that  the 
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npaft  RamaMit  Tould  prove  iatal  to  him ;  u  lu  was  bora, 
weaned,  learned  the  £n-a(i  hj  heart,  and  was  faluted  Kkt- 
lif  in  that  month.    He  Tat  upon  the  Modern  throne  above 
twenty- one  yean ;  and  was  cither  fixty  or  llxtj-two,  or,  u 
-   others  fay,  wty-feven  yean  old,  at  the  tioic  of  bis  death.  He 
was  buried  at  Datnafius^  without  the  little  gate,  and  b'u  In 
M^aiid  laid  the  funeral  fervice  at  the  time  of  his  interment 
As  to  his  perlbn,  Jbdalmaltc  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  an)  i 
fair,  or, as  others  will  have  it,  afwaithy  complexion;  baviag 
a  large  gaping  mouth,  a  long  beard,  and  a  .prominent  belly. 
With  regard  to  his  difpoCtion,  he  was  To  extremely  covetow, 
that  Ibme  of  his  fu^e^,  by  way  of  deriiion,  caHcd  blm  tbe 
Jweat  of  a  fiant.    However,  according  to  Abtdfeia,  as  well 
•as  the  authors  followed  by  M  Maila,  he  was  a  man  of  a  voy 
good  capacity,  being  exceeded  by  few  of  his  fubje&  in  judg- 
ment and  penetration.     He  was  alfo  cqivageous,  learoed,  ui 
wife ;  but  did  not  make  fo  amiable  a  figure  after  his  elevadM 
to  the  KhaLf4a  as  before.     He  had  fuch  ftinking  breath,  dut 
the  flies  lighting  on  his  lips  were  almoll  inflantly  ftruck  dead 
^ith  it  i^r  which  reafon  he  received  from  (bme  theappcUa- 
don  of  father  of  fits.    He  one  night  dreamed,  thathemide 
water  in  the  mdft  lacred  part  of  the  temple  of  Mttcf,  sod 
this  dream  was  repeated  four  times  fucccAvely :  which  greai^ 
afieding  him,  he  confulted  Sa'td  Ebn  Mefabbib,  a  perTon  tpf 
expert  in  the  interpretation  of  dreams,  about  the  &gnilicilioa 
of  fo  ominous  a  vifion.     Sa'id  told  him,  that  he  had  m 
reafon  to  look  upon  it  in  fo  dlfagreeaUc  a  light,  as  it  no- 
doubtedly  portended  the  exaltation  of  /our  of  his  fbm,  u 
of  whom  (hould  be  advanced  to  the  Khalifat  afier  their  fa- 
ther's death.     Which  no^urnal  predi<3ion  was  exaiil/  «•»■ 
fied,  AlWalid,  Solimdn^  Tetud,  and^yfc'm,  four  of  his  f«B» 
afterwards  actually  afcendlng  the  Mfijitf^  throne.     He  \ehw- 
"teen  fons  behind  him,  the  eldeft  of  which  was  M  ffoEJ,  »h« 
fuccceded  him.     His  fiift  fecretary  was  Riih  Ebn  Riba\i  w" 
bis  fecond  Kabida  Ebn  Dawib ;  his  principal  Kadi,  or  judff. 
Ebn  Idris  Jl  Holwaniy   who  was  fucceeded   by  Ammo 
fbn  Kals;^  chamberlain  nfif,   who  was  likewife  fuc- 
ceeded byligiRral  others  of  his  lervants,  one  of  whom  wi 
Jbu'l  Rogahaga  ;  the  firft  captain  of  his  guards  Yesid  *» 
Abu  Habfa  Al  Sakfiki,  and  the  fecond  Jbd'aUah  Ebn  Twt^ 
Hakimi.    The  infcription  of  his  feal  was,  /  btUevt «  G^f 
»w  Saviour.     He  was  much  more  poweiful  than  any  (^  '"' 
predeceflbrs  ;  having  fubdued  Abdailah  Ebn  Zobtir,  ana  an- 
nexed Arabia  to  his  dominions;  reduced  to  his  ohtdienMf' 
fe^Uries  of  all  denominations  that  appeared  in  ^i™**?^ 
him  J  conquered  India,  or  at  Icaft  a  cdnfiiierabic  partw  'ff 
*«a  region,  in  the  caft :  and,  in  the  weft,  penetrated  witi'"' 
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vidoTMMU  tnx^  u  far  as  Spain.  The  firft  d^  of  bii  niffa 
-was  if^tdMtJday^  and  the  laft  Tburfdaj.  He  was  fi>  io^ila- 
cahle  an  enemy  to  the  houTe  of  Jb^  that  he  would  not  (u^ 
die  celebrated  poet  Ftrt-xdak,  in  his  works,  to  praiie  any  qf 
the  dcfccndents  of  that  illuftiious  Imim  ". 

SECT.    XII. 

AL  Walid,  the  fon  niMialmaUc,  wu  procUimvd  KhalSfAl  WiM 
the  lame  day  hia  father  died.  Hia  mother  was  ffTiiada,  Bl»  Ab- 
tbe  dai^ter  of  Jhids  Ebn  Harbi  Ebn  Hartlh.  He  was  fui-  d'almilee 
n^rpfA  Abi^l  Ahaiy  and  contiaued  all  his  father's  lieutenanta^'^'''^^'' 
of  pfovlnces  in  their  refpc^ve  governments.  At  his  inaugu-  ^hui. 
vatioD,  his  principal  fubjeds  took  the  ufual  oath  of  allegianc« 
to  him.  Kcrrab  Ebn  Sitialj  or>  according  to  others,  Kerrab 
Mim  Sharii,  of  the  boule  of  Jiiat^  his  governor  of  E^yft,  at 
the  Kbaiifi  command,  demoliihed  the  principal  mof^ue  at 
Aftjrt  and  either  built  or  beautified  another,  dcauiating  the 
tops  or  beads  of  its  pillars ;  which  rendered  that  governor  ex- 
tremely difagFceable  to  the  Egypiiam,  M  Wtiiid  mo  is  faid  to 
have  adomM  the  temple  at  Jtrufahm  with  fbme  additional 
buildings,  foon  after  his  acc<^o(i ;  and,  after  the  example  of 
his.  father  AbftelmaUcy  to  have  ordered  his  fubjci^  to  go  oq 
pilgrimage  thither.  His  troops  made  a  very  ruccefsful  ir- 
ruption into  the  imperial  territories,  tinder  the  command 
of  ^li  brother  Mojltm  Ebn  Ab^almaUct  who  carried  off  i^ 
very  confidcrable  number  of  the  emperor's  fubje&  prifbnen. 
I'bis  Arab  general  Teems  to  have  been  called  by  Thttpban^ 
JUafalmai.  That  writer  places  the  expedition  here  hinted  at 
in  d)e  fbuitb  year  of  Al  fFali/fa  reign.  In  the  S8th  year  of 
the  Hfjra,  or  of  Christ  707,  money  was  coined  in  the  new 
mint  lately  erc3cd  at  IVafet ;  as  appears  from  a  Jirhim  ex- 
plained by  the  learned  Dr.  Hunt^  and  now  preferved  i^  thf 
cahioct  01  medals  belonging  to  the  univeifity  of  Oxford  '. 

°  AlMakik,  ala  fup. p. 66— ^.  Gieo.  Asv'L.FAaAi.vbi 
fop.  EuTTCH.  obi  fup.  p.  368 — J7).  lau.  Asulfid.  in  hift. 
noir.  Aiodefcript.  .^ypt.  Ebn  Al  Athik,  D'Hbrbel..  K- 
blioth.  orient,  is  arL  Ab£almaUe,  p.  8.  Khohdeuik,  Biha  £iti, 
Ebn  Shohhah,  Hafedh  Abru,  sliique  Scriptor.  orieot.  paJT. 
Vide  etiam  GoLii  not.  ad  Afngan.  p.  148— —157.  &  Shaw'« 
Jeograph.obfervat.  in  Bgypt^Arab.Petr,  &C.  p.  340,  433—442. 

*  AlMakih,  ubifup.p.70,  GaEo,  AbuVFaraj,  ubilup. 
p.  ioo.  EuTTCH.  nbi>fup.  p- 37i>  373-  Thbophak.  nbifnpt 
p.  315.  Two  diOerut.  on  the  meaning  of  die  word  Ktfitmh,  ftc. 
and  on  the  fignificadon  of  the  word  Btrmtit  Ac  p.  33,  34>  35* 
Oxford,  I7S0* 
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B*txtimdi  About  the  fame  time,  or  rather  in  the  very-fame  year,  m* 
ttt  MoT-  Cording  to  the  author  of  LtbTariih  and  Khondtmr,  tlut  Kh^ 
bn  c«-  rebuilt  the  temple  of  Medina^  where  Mobetmiud  and  tbefiijl 
ffit'  Khalifs  lay  interred.  This  wu  a  much  more  fupcrb  and  mu- 
nificent jlru£turc  than  the  former ;  and,  in  order  to  tender  it 
the  more  grand,  Al  Waiid  commanded  Omar  Rhn  Abiahuz^ 
bis  governor  in  Arabia^  to  demolUh  the  houfcs  fet  apart  fbt 
the  habitations  of  the  prophcfs  wives.  This  gave  great  of- 
fence to  the  inhabitants  of  Midina ;  who  reproached  the  £v- 
^with  having  deprived  the  MeJIemi,  coming  thittier  ftoDi  diir 
rerent  parts  of  the  world,  of  the  finell  monument  of  Abhm- 
miiti  modcfty,  in  having  alBgned  bis  wives,  for  dieir  hi1»B- 
tions,'  fuch  low  and  fmall  cottages  as  thole,  that  then  remiin- 
cd.  About  this  time,  Walld  alfo  ordered  the  conflrudion  of 
a  moll  fiately  and  famous  mofque  at  Damafcus ;  to  wliJdi  he 
joined  the  fuperb  church  of  St.  John  Baptifly  that  had  beco 
inricheid  with  many  invaluable  ornaments  by  the  Gntk  em- 
perors, for  fcveral  ages.  He  would  firft  have  purchaW  tbis 
church  of  the  Cbriftlant  for  a  fum  of  money,  with  vhich 
they  might  have  built  them  a  church  in  fome  other  part  of  ibe 
city,  amounting  to  about  40,000  dtnart.  But  they  fliewing 
him  the  inftrument  figncd  by  Khaled  Ebit  Al  ff^alid,  confirm- 
ing to  them  the  polTeffion  of  that  church,  and  refuiing  to  part 
with  it  at  any  rate,  he  took  it  from  them  by  force.  Heem- 
ployed  11,000  workmen  in  the  ereSion  of  his  mofqw,  but 
did  not  live  to  fee  it  finifbcd  ;  the  laA  hand  having  not  bca 
put  to  it  before  the  beginning  of  his  brother  SaUman  s  reign. 
This  year  Katiia  Ebn  Mojkm  penetrated  into  the  f>«/- 
txanian  provinces)  and  having  palled  the  'Jihun^at  (heOwt, 
without  any  lofs,  defeated  a  numerous  army  that  had  kept 
him  blocked  up  for  four  months  together,  and  reduced  hint 
to  very  great  ftraits.  That  army  was  compofed  of  '^"'^ 
and  Tartart,  of  whom  Katiba  flew  a  very  great  nninber 
After  this  victory  he  laid  liege  to  Bokhara,  the  metropoiis  of 
Suiharia  properly  fo  called,  and  took  it.  From  thence  he 
marched  to  Samariand,  which  in  a  Oiort  time  furrendered  to 
him.  In  fine,  he  reduced  Sogd,  or  Segdiana,  Bagraja,  SttPt 
Farvdna,  and  the  whole  imminfe  traft  going  under  the  mme 
'  of  MatuarSlnahr.     After  he  had  conclwled  a  peace  withi  W 

rather  conquered ,  the  Rhfyi  of  Khswaraztn,  he  ereflcd  a  niotijiJe 
in  his  capital,  where  he  officiated  every  Friday,  and  deftroH 
all  the  idols  he  met  with  in  that  city,  Thofe  idols  were  iix» 
to  the  places  where  they  flood  by  golden  nails,  that  weighal 
50,000  Mtfbiaiti  or  Arabic  droihrns ;  all  which  JTsft*"  w 
«ied  ofF  with  him.  The  principal  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  Khan  of  Kbnuarazm  was,  that  he  fhould  P^T 
■a  annual  tribute  of  2,000,000  tUtiirt  to  the  KbeSf-   ■*'' 
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at  or  near  the  fame  time,  alfo  inviuJed  InSa^  or  M  Hind,  and 
fdbjugatcd  K^JMlTiderable  pan  of  that  country,  He  likewil«  ...  . 
nuule  bimJclf  nufter  of  the  Icingdom  of  SinSa^  or  At  Sindf 
bounded  by  KtrTMon^  or  rather  the  regioo  of  Makran,  the  de- 
lart  of  Sijifian,  and  Ittdia,  Jbmc  parts  of  which  vaift  contif 
tMiU  it  Ukewile  con^dends,  whoie  king  Dahar  he  defeated* 
kllkd  him  m  battle,  and  cut  off  his  head.  The  Gntk  writen 
mentioti  few  particidars  relating  to  the  MoJUm  aflairs,  during 
the  three  firft  years  of  M  Wali£i  reign.  However,  Theepbavet 
ebfervtiy  that  he  mounted  the  Mafiem  throne  the  fame  yeac 
bia  father  Ab^ai/niUc  died ;  and  that  he  deprived  the  Cbri- 
^an$  of  their  great  church  at  Damafcui,  in  his  fccond  yeart 
We  are  told  by  an  eaftem  writer,  that  a  dreadful  pelUfcnce 
nged  ^wut  two  years  before  this  time  in  Mtfepetama.^  an4 
made  terrible  havock  In  the  territory  of  Sarug ;  no  lels  than 
feveaty-two  perfons  dying  in  the  monatiery  of  St.  Siiat  there  P. . 

The  followbg  year,  being  the  8^th  of  the  Htjrot  and  of  ThBatU- 
Christ  708,  no  remarkable  occurrences  happened  in  ^inga/tit 
idtfitm  empire,  an  account  of  which  has  been  handed  down  mafgutmi 
to  us  by  any  hiAorian, except  the  continuation  of  the  building  I^amaTctti 
of  M  fvaliaa  iamous  molque  at  Damafeut ;  the  expeoce  of  ***"'*"''• 
wlucb  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to  400  chefts,  or  purfes,  every 
ooe  of  which  contained  14,000  dindn.    The  sijden  chaina 
(or  the  lamps  there,  in  number  600,  were  fo  bright,  fays  an 
jfrai  author,  that  they  dillurbcd,  or  rather  hindered,  the  de- 
▼otioDt  of  the  Mtfitmt  who  came  thither  to  pray.     They 
were  aterwards  blackened  by  the  fmoke  of  the  lamps,  and. 
remained  in  that  condition  till  they  were  removed  into  the 
public  tieafiiry  by  Omar  Bin  AitTalaziz,  who  fubftituted  iron 
chain*  in  their  room.     One  of  the  hiflorians  followed  by  M 
HaiiM  relate*,  that  when  the  workmen  were  digging  for  the 
foundations  of  this  mofque,  they  found  a  ftone  with  an  in- 
icriptioo  upon  it,  importing,  that  the  temple,  or  edifice,  to 
which  it  belonged,  was  built  by  Mahab  Al  Khair,  in  the  fourtb 
year  of  Al  Mowaiie.    This  year,  TbfMiorui  was  conllituted  .  ' 

patriarch  of  jeru/a/tm,  and  lived,  after  his  promotion  to  that 
high  dignity^hirty-live  years  ?. 

We  are  told  by  j/y^a>J>i,  that  y/Z^d/iJ  appointed  Kerrah  H'^firm 
Mhn  Sbarik  %ayeJtKX  ot  Egypt  in  the  90th  yeac  of  theUejrai  m^mm 

t  Kkohdemik,  Act.  Leb  Takikh,  AlMakim,  ubi  fup.  p.. 
70,71.  Onto.  Abv'l-Faraj,  ubi  fap.  p.  201.  Eottch.  nbi 
^' ?•  374>  37{-  THEorRAN.  ubifup.  p.  3ti<  3>S'  I^'oms. 
TiLMABiHi.  apud  Jof.  Sip).  Afieman.  nbi  fup.  p.  105.  at  Be 
ipfa  Jo*.  Sim.  AsitHAH.  ibid.  D'Hekbil.  Biblioch.  orient,  in 
VX.yaliJ,  P.90;.  1  AlMakih,  nbifDp.p.  70,  71.  £u. 

:■.  nbifup.  p,,374— 377-  ,,  .   , 
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irraptitm  Ao'  Etttych'tui-,  who,  in  this  point,  hm  pK>b*blBtf  OB  Im 
inta  Cap.  flje^  fecms  to  place  th«  erent  th:  ee  or  four  yeui  higher,  In 
P«^o^"*  Ihe  beginnmg  of  this  Kbatifs  reign,  as  has  been  abmif  ob- 
Served.  Be  thatu  it  Will^thisATerm^wasmoftcemiiilyantf 
Impious  and  abandoned  perTon ;  talcing  with  him  fivqnendji 
company  oFcatamites,  playere,  and  buttoona,  into  (he  catM- 
dral  UMeJr,  a.ni  placing  them  upon  the  fe^ts  belonging  to liie 
prieftsgrntimeof  divine  (enrtcv, -there.  Atthistime^jm/UiMi, 
Mcjlima,  or  Mnpm-,  «nd  AiAis,  Wo  ArtA  corfonftndm,  k- 
terding  to  Thtophanti,  made  an  tmiption  into  CappaJi^  wi 
fjnncd  the  Rege  of  Tjana.  The  emperor,  beingappfieed of  dii), 
fent  an  army  under  the  conduS  of  Theadorus  Cartmiu  nd 
^eepbyla£ias  SalUa,  two  of  his  geMends,  to  force  then  ta 
TaHc  the  fiege.  B«  this  army,  being  made  up  of  raw  Uh 
Jitiriplined  troops,  aflemblcd  in  hafte,  was  eaiily  routed  hj 
the  jtrabs,  who  killed  a  great  number  of  the  Cbrijiim  upoa 
the  fput,  toolc  moft  of  the  reft  prifoncrs,  and  made  thon&lra 
itraftcTs  tjf  their  camp.  Thebefieged,  being  now deflirHtti/ 
«n  hftpej  of  rdtef,  and  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  foirtn- 
dered  the  place  to  the  Mejlims,  who  had  been  fo  ftraitened  in 
Aeir  tamp  for  want  of  provifions,  before  the  late  itQioa,  ihit 
they  had  entertained  thoughts  of  abandoning  the  fiege,  tnd 
took  on  in  the  Khalif't  fervice.  However,  the  Arabs tn^ 
to  have  violated  their  agreement  with  the  TyaKMtis,  by  fend* 
ing  many  of  them  ihro  remote  defarts,  and  making  the  grotril 
part  of  the  remainder  flaves.  A  fynod  was  held  in  toe  ow- 
naftery  oF  St,  Silas,  at  Sarug  in  Mtjtpstamia,  over  *htdi 
the  patriarch  Julian,  Thomas  the  bifhop  of  Amiday  and  ?mw 
the  bilhop  of  Eitffa,  prcfided,  about  the  beginning  of  OK  fe- 
cond  year  of  Al  Wallkt  '^'g"  '• 
Abbii  Im  the  gift  year  of  the  atjra^  or  of  Christ  710,  jfiW% 

maka  a*  one  of  the  Kbailfs  generals,  made  an  incurfion  into  the  iIDp^ 
ianrfiea  fl»1  territories,  and  carried  olF  with  him  a  vaft  number  of  ft« 
imta  tit  prince's  fubjeits  prifoners,  who  of  couric  were  by  the  jfrth 
imptrial  niadc  flaves.  The  fame  commander  founded  a  city  nttxHt- 
ttmttriet.  ff^gljj  ti,is  year ;  but  neither  the  prccifc  fituation  of  thatdty, 
nor  the  time  when  it  was  tinifhcd,  has  been  told  uahj  lif 
good  ainhnr '.  • 

Othnuin        The  following  year,  Othmdn,  an  Arah  general,  penetnttd 
■jMnWraW  into  the  very  heart  of  Ciiwn,  and  obliged  feveral  cities,  ftattd 
(WaCili-  in  that  province,  to  fuaendcr  to  him.     Others  be  likewifc 
***-,         made  himfelf  matter  of  by  treachery  and  furprizc)  Iho'  * 
'  does  n«t  appear,  that  he  long  kept  poflelSan  of  hisconqucfit 
'  AlMakin,  ubi  fop:  p.  71.    Theophan,  chtonogrspl- P- 
3TJ.    DioNvsTELMflRiMs.  apudjof.  Sim.Affcmao.inBiUJotli- 
orient.  Clemeatino- Vatican,  torn.  ii.  p.  10;.  ut  et  ipfe  jo'- ^'"' 
AtsiMAH.ibi^  '.Thiophak.  ubifup. 

•^  there. 
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dkcrc.  Wkh  regard  to  tibe  new  mofquc  at  Damafiut,  die 
building  of  wbich  went  on  this  yeu,  we  muft  beg  leave  Co 
obferve,  that  M  H^alii  was  the  gtit  who  erected  there  thcde 
elevated  toweri,  or  ftee|dc5,  called  by  the  ^raij  ^/»Jr«/f,  and 
by  the  TWrij  ^^ndreis,  from  whence  the  Muedhdhim,  «r 
CT-wcj,  ^ive  public  notice  of  the  times  of  prayer.  The  Ptr- 
JS*"  gcopspher,  to  whom  we  arc  obhged  for  this  article,  alio 
rriates,  in  agreement  with  v4iat  we  have  already  extra£ted 
fram  Jbrneoftfaevfrtf^  hiilorians,  that  .^7  ^a/;</ adorned,  witb 
fevenJ  additional  buildings^  the  ratdque  credcd  at  JaiifaUm 
^tbt  Kb^lifOmer'. 

In  the  93d  year  of  tiieHfjrat  anfweringtotheyearofonrTarik 
Lord  712,  TerU  Ebn  Zarka  made  a  defccnt  in  Spain  withBbn 
B  body  of  the  J/*^»i  troops,  defeated  RttUric,  the  1  aft- king  Zwka 
of  the  Getbi  there,  reduced  the  city  of  TeUie,  and  over-ran '*^''^' 
a  confidcrable  part  of  that  kingdom.  Tarik  was  fent  tot"'^"f 
Spmn  by  Aftufa  Ebn  Okatr,  or  Okail,  who  Teems  to  have  com-  ^P*^ 
manded  the  Af&n/^i  forces  in  the  weftern  parts  of  <^ii;iT,  and 
to  have  been  the  perfon  who  projeScd  this  expedition.  M&fa^ 
being  informed  of  tarik'i  fuccefs,  foon  followed  him  ^th  a 
body  of  auxiliary  troops,  compofed  of  Arahi  and  Africans  j 
'and,  aiter  the  junSion  of  thefe  two  MafUm  generals,  the 
jlraht  made  themfelves  mafters  of  a  great  number  of  for- 
trefles  in  Spain  \  fubjogating  in  a  manner  the  whole  country, 
and  obliging  it  to  become  tributary  to  the  Khalif.  The  Maf- 
itmt  acquired  fpoils  of  inuncnfe  value  in  thefe  expeditions* 
and,  amongff  other  rtiings,  an  exceeding  rich  -table,  called 
by  riie  Arab  writers  the  table  of  Solomon,  the  fen  tf  David. 
Xhofe  writers  pretend,  that  this  table  conlifted  intirely  of 
fdvcr  and  gold,  and  was  adorned  with  three  borders  of  pearls| 
but  Reiertck  of  Ttledo  reprefents  it  as  confifting  of  one  intire 
fione,  of  a  green  colour,  and  an  immenfe  fize,  having  no 
kfs  than  365  iteU  He  alfo  relates,  that  it  was  found  in  a 
certain  village,  or  town,  denominated  from  it  /**  dty  of  tbi 
table,  near  the  mountain  called  in  his  days  Jibel  Siliman, 
mouQt  SeUmen,  or  the  mountain  if  Solomon.  Roderic  is» 
however,  inconfiftent  with  himfelf,  when  he  afTerts,  that 
MUfa  had  firft  the  polleffion  of  this  famous  table,  and  yet, 
almoft  in  the  fame  breath,  is  plcafed  immediately  after  to 
affirm,  that  Tarik  made  a  prefent  of  it,  with  many  other  va- 
luable efie^,  to  J^/ii.  It  will,  therefore,  be  more  fafe  to  ad- 
here, in  this  point,  to  the  teftimony  of  the  Arab  hiftoriani ; 
who  relate,  that  Tarik  either  brought  it,  or  took  care  Co 

■  Idem  ibid.  IVHtasEL.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  art  FnAV,  p.^ofi, 
tfij.   GaEo.  Abu'l-Faka;,  nbi  fnp,  p.  zoi.   Eutych.  obi  fa p. 

Ma  hav*  . 
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have  it  conveyed,  \a  AlWaMYaoA^.  PAtsM&fauA  Tm^ 
rik  had  committed  dreadful  devaftatiotu  in  Spmint  tbe^  were 
recalled  rrom  thence  by  the  KbaBf.  However,  Mdfa  lent  he 
Jon  Abiaia%sx  into  that  country,  who  fixed  bb  residence  ac 
SevilU,  and  afterwards  married  Egebt),OT  Egibntjking  StJtru's 
widow  i  but,  being  perfuadcd  by  his  wife  to  wear  the  diadem 
after  the  Gothic  manner,  he  was  alTaffinated  by  the  Arabs,  who 
from  thence  concluded  that  he  had  become  a  convert  to  Cfer- 
.filamtjf  whiill  he  was  performinf;  hii  devotions.  Ahdaim^dz^ 
afitcri  a  reign  of  three  years,  was  Giicceeded  by  AytA  Ebn  HaSi^ 
by  whofe  advice  his  prcdecefibr  bad  been  murdered,  and  wbo 
was  looked  upon  by  the  Araks  as  the  mod  pntdent  AltJUm  in 
Spain.  Ayuh  is'faid  to  have  built  a  city,  called  CaiatapA, 
and  to  hive  transferred  the  royal  feat  from  SevOU  to  Ctrduia. 
Some  authors  relate,  that  the  two  fons  of  fitiza,  Rttkri^i 
predecefTor,  and  count  Julian,  whofe  daughter  Radtrie  bad 
nvifbed,  applied  this  year  to  Mifit  for  a  body  of  troo(B» 
which  they  ofined  to  conduct  into  Spain,  and  put  that  king- 
dom  into  the  hands  of  the  KhaUf.  But  Al  IValid,  by  tixef, 
fufpcding  treachery  in  this  affair,  ordered  Mi/a  to  fend  over 
firft  with  Julian,  and  the  two  princes  attending  him,  only  a 
finall  detachment  of  bis  forces,  and  to  form  a  notioo'of  tfaic 
count's  linccrity  from  the  reception  thole  Arahi  fiwuld  meet 
with  in  Spain.  Upon  which,  continue  they,  he  affigned  ^- 
lian  only  a  body  of  400  foot  and  lOo  horfe,  under  the  cooi- 
mand,  as  (hould  fecm,  of  Tank,  or,  as  he  is  called  by  the 
Spanijh  hiAorians,  Tarif,  who  pafled  the  ftraita  of  Urn- 
cults,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  ftrails  of  Gibraltar^ 
was  joined  by  a  good  number  of  ^k/iam's  ftiends,  and  ravaged 
the  maritime  cow  of  Bxtice  and  LufUama.  Soon  after  which, 
the  Arabs  rcturnc-1  loaded  with  fpoil  and  plunder  to  AJritm. 
The  Maflirm  alfo  this  year  extended  their  conquefe  in  other 
parts ;  Mafalamas,  MoOtma,  or  Mofitm,  one  of  their  eenends, 
reducing  the  city  of  Amafia,  and  leizing  upon  a  conbderaUe 
part  of  Pititits  and  Arytunia  ". 
&  uudtr-  Th£  next  year,  being  the  94tfa  of  the  Hejra,  ytd  of 
W««>-Ghrist  yij.thecityof'A/wiwaa  almoA  totally deftroyod 
eoTiJtjrp,.  by  an  earthquake,  the  fliocks  of  which  were  extremdy  vio- 
Mthn iHta  \ent,  and  continued,  tho'  with  intermiffion,  forty  days  t<wt- 
tbat ««,.  ther.  'I'he  fame  year  died  Zein  Alabaddin  Ebn  Hofdn  Eht  Ati 
"7-  Ebn  Abu  Taltb,  who  was  pious,  devout,  and  held  in  great  veue- 

ration  amongft  many  of  the  Mafiems.  He  performed  every  day 
a  thoufand  genuflexions,  or  tt^niculations.     He  l^t  bchiiKl 

■  AlMakin,  ubi  flip.  p.  71.  Greo.  Aiu'l-Faka],  abifap, 
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bim  two  fans,  Znd  and  Mebammid  Jiu  Jaa/ary  who  were 
bi^7  cAcemed  by  thole  of  the  Sbiite  pcrTuafion.  This  yeu 
likewife  Tarii,  ot  Tarif,  aflembled  a  body  of  tweWe  thoufand 
men,  which  he  put  privately  on  board  fomc  merchant- men, 
collefied  for  diat  pufpofe  by  count  yuliait,  and  tranfported 
them  to  the  rock  or  mountain  Coat,  denominated  after- 
wards from  this  general  yUel  Tartf,  that  is,  th*  rxi  or 
mtUMtaai  ^  Tarif  (  from  whence  the  word  Gibraltar,  the 
nuie  of  a  cky  ereded  at  the  foot  of  this  rocic  fince  that  event, 
has  been  formed.  Tarif,  foon  after  his  arrival  in  S^i'v,  made 
biaifeif  mafter  of  an  antieni  city,  that  flood  at  no  great  di- 
SaiKX,  in  ■  weftern  dirfeflitM,  from  the  fpot  on  which  Gib'  - 
rmkar  was  afterwards  built,  and  from  him  recnved  the  name 
of  Tarifa,  or  lariffa,  by  which  it  is  alfo  at  prefent  known. 
This  town  was  undoubtedly  the  Jvlia  TraiuSa  of  the  eld 
gBo^f^Kts,  and  neither  ^Ax  Miliaria  nor  the  Carttia  of  the 
antieots,  as  fome  of  the  Sfanifo  hiftorians  pretend.  After 
the  redudkxi  of  this  place,  the  Mefltm  general  marched  to 
.  5md!r,  which  he  eafijy  po^sfled  bimfelf  of,  as  it  was  not  in 
a  date  of  drfence.  Many  other  towns  of  confiderable  note 
Ucewile  rumndcred  to  him  \  which  enabled  him  to  plunder 
the  whole  province  of  Bitfita.  and  a  very  confiderable  part  of 
iMfitania.  RtJeric,  receiving  advice  of  thde  depredations, 
&ni  his  coufui-gcrman  Eruee^  Eneetn,  or  Ituuh,  called  by  fome 
writers  Saii£limt,vn^  a  raw  undifciplined  rabble  of  an  army, 
drawn  together  in  haftc,  againft  the  Arabi.  But  the  Getbt 
were  fbon  put  to  flighty  and  left  a  great  number  of  thrir  men 
dead  upon  the  field  of  battU.  This  To  animarad  Tarif,  that 
he  relieved  not  to  lay.down  his  vidorious  arms  till  he  had 
made  an  ^Iblute  conquefl  of  Spain.  Some  of  the  Cbriftian 
vritcis  pretend,  that  iY/AFUiV  (lied  this  year  I  but  this,  as  run- 
ning counter  to  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  bt&^ab 
btfUtrians,  we  muft  by  no  means  admit.  About  the  fame  time 
that  Tarif  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  Spain,  Ahhas,  another 
M»f*m  genera),  fell  into  PifSa,  with  a  powerful  army,  took 
the  city  of  JntiMh  there,  and,  after  he  had  ravaged  the  whole 
province,  retired  into  the  Kbalif's  territories  with  very  incon* 
udcrable  \o&  ". 

Thb  Arab  authors  at  heft  repute  (Jace  the  death  of  Al  Ht/qf  AI  HejajV 
£ia  Xabf  At  TbaHfi  in  the  montii  of  Ramaiin,  and  the  95th  A*'*,  and 
yeu  of  Uie  Htfra,  anfwering  to  the  year  of  our  Loxd  714.  ""''**' 

fiwritf, 
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When  fcrB  died,  he  was  fiftjr-foiir  yean  of  age,  mi  had  p«- 
jided  over  Irak  about  twenty  yeais.  He  is  &id  Do  have 
lolled  izo,oOo  men,  and  to  have  fiiffered  50,000  men,  and 
3*,ooo  wonten,  to  peiifh  in  prifon.  In  oiiei  to  excufe  hu 
extreme  fevcrity,  or  rather  cnieky,  he  ufod  frequepdy  to  £iy, 
that  a  fevcre,  or  even  violent,  govcmment  is  abetter  th«n  a 
weak' and  too  indutgenti  or  ratwr  indolent,  adtnioiflration  } 
bccaufe  the  former  hurts  only  fome  partkular  pcrfons,  whcf^aa 
the  latter  iojures  the  whole  body  01  the  fctqilc  ;Hc  did  boC 
icnif^e  to  fay,  that  the  obedience4ue  to  piiocA  is  nore  abfi>> 
lute  than  that  which  men  owe  neo  to  Gof>  binriclf ;  Goce 
they  are  inioincd  by  the  KorAt  only  to  obey.  Go©  «t  fmr-  mt 
tbty  org  abti,  Whereu  that  bobk.  requires  of  them  an  uncon- 
ditional and  unlimited  obedienoei  tp  lUl  earthly  mien.  Soma 
Ifrfonsj  otKe  hearing  him  talk  -aftfer  this  extravagant  nanno', 
told  him,  that  nothing  could  eqital  either  his  enVf  01  ambi- 
tion, as  he  aflumed  to  himfelf  fuch  a  monArous  degree  of  au- 
thority. Tp  which  he  replied^  tb«t  numisjiiilimart  tawMU 
find MmhitituH/wi  rru,  U/hi fiyi  tv  Goa.  GivfU,  &Lqro, 
fiuh  BjUtU  ff  I'f*  OS  nt  perjvrttd»i^oy'iitfiit  ibj  dtalb.  We 
are  told  by  Abu'l-Faraj,  that  Al  JHejij  deftroyed-  120,000 
jlfrfociR  of  rank  and  diftin^ioi,  befidei  thor<!  that  fi^  in  war 
through  hia  means,  and  others  of  a  lower  dag;tee ;  a*  aHb, 
t^M  he  was  Only  (ifty-thrccyeejis  pld  at  the  tinetrf  his  death, 
and  had  then  pre&lcd  over  H4Ja*i  ai  wcU  ai  Iraiy  about 
twenty  yeari'. 
'Jrtmari-  Ai.H£jAji,b«ingoneday  inths  conntry,niitiait^r^o('4lw 
mhltfiaiy  dcfatt,  who  was  a  perfe^  itran^r  to  him,  aad.«lV<d  Um  ivhat 
*f  h\  Hc-foitofaman  this  ^/ /£;/(// was,ofwhoia  people  talked  lb  much? 
j^i-  The  Atab  ftf^wercd,  Uiat  he  vt^s.  a  very  wicked  maa.    D^t 

yau  in»w  m*i  thth  ?  faid  Ai  Htjaj.  No,  replied  the  /irai.  I  am, 
titi  the  otbci',  AI  Hejaj,  of  whtm yon pyt ft  iati*  daraSgr. 
Upon  which.  lhe\^nr^,  without  tbe^leaft  emotion  or  conctfii, 
detHanded  6f  AJ  Btjaj,  in  his  turn,  whether  bf  knew  him  t 
ii9i  anfwcred  die  oAcr.  /  am,  faid  ibe  Arab,  ^  mtiabtr  a^ 
tie  family  of  Zche'it,  whtfi  p^eriiy  all  btam*  ^ek  ti^te  d^» 
i»  tbtjMr,  an^thii  it.ent  afthim.  AlHtj^ coald  not  forhear 
laughing  at,  and  admiring,  fo  ingenious  an  evafion  ;  lb  ttiat, 

• notwithitandinghiatiaturit  fiercenefs,  he  pardoned  ^c  ^ra^, 

^  whom  he  efteemcd  for  his  wit  and  covrage.     Aa  he  was  ai 

man  of  6nt  parts  and  treat  «k>^ttence,  as  w«Il  as  a  militmry. 
penius,  and  not  much  advanced  in  years  at  his  death,  he  was 
Mth  ft  judge  and  an  adnirer  sT  evcty*  thing^that  appeared 
fmart  and  brilliant  in  others,  even  to  the  very  laft.     He  ia 

a  AlMakts  MGaao.  AboVFakaj,  nbi  fop-    D^Haaaiu 
Kbiioth,  orient,  in  art.  Higiagg  Bh»  Yt^tf  Al^haiaf,  f.  4^2. 
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ttid  to  h«ire  cspkecl  io  (Ik  9Sth  yciir  of  the  H^ra  sot  tmljr 
67  the  bcft  Jlraby  but  iikewile  by  fome  of  the  Ptrfian,  hi- 

It  ba»  faesn  already  obferve^*  that  Al  Htjaj  aA  Uft  intirely  Jiutilh, 
defatcd  .4lhfd^inMn,aiul  killed  4000  of  hia  men.  To  which 
we  muft  hoc  Wg  leave  to  iidd,  that  be  took  a  great  numbtt 
of  iiftii  rii  pfilbners  in  that  dedAve  adian ;  all  whkh  he  re- 
iobcd  IB  piR  to  the  (wocd.  On*  of  thcnti  going  to  the  place  of 
cacecptioa,  iui,  he  had  a  |Mece  of  juftice  todeaMii(]ofi/J//#- 
j^r ;  1*  be  had  reprored  hit  general  Ab^airahmam  for  fpaaking 
widi  gicat  acrimony  agmft  hiok  M Htjaj  alked  bioi  whether 
Ike  ot^  pKxlucfi  anyone  to  atteftthia  pointofcoadu^?  T9 
which  be  replied,  that  one  of  his  comradei,  now  Q0ndemoc4 
to  <Uc  as  well  as  hintfelf,  heard  eveiy  thing  that  pafled  be- 
tween him  and  Abd'alrabmai  on  tWa  occafion.  Al  Htjaj,  being 
btiified  with  of  the  truth  of  the  fai^  ailced  the  other  why  he 
did  IMC  behave  in  the  fame  manner  ?  This  undaunted  man 
Uifwcred  him  iierccly,  /  did  naf  do  it,  btca^fi  y^  art  my 
tumtf.  Upon  which,  AlHtjiy  g^e  both  (^  them  their  livesi 
the  one,  in  order  to  acknowledge  the  obligation  he  was  undcf 
to  him,  and  the  other,  for  bavii^  confeHed  the  truth  with  Io 
nrach  frankneJs  and  courage.  Hence  it  may  feem  to  appear* 
tint  AiH^Sj  wat  not  quite  void  of  generous  tentiracnts,  and 
ttnt  what  fome  of  die  Jraii  termed  in  him  enormous  cruel- 
ties were,  in  reality,  to  be  confideted  only  as  wholfomc  fcv^ 
iitiet>  adapted  to  the  tlktuTB  of  the  people  he  governed-  This 
may  poSbly  be  forther  evinced  by  an  extemporacy  fpeech  he 
ooce  made  to  the  Mtflaii  under  bis  iafpedton,  '«ftcr  he  had 
been  taxed  with  barbarity  by  them  j  which  was  to  the  folloi^ 
IngcStd:  God,  faidhe,  bet  at.^tfast givtxtri*  tht  ftwtr 
0vtr  pu  J  attd^  if  I  txenift  it  with  ftmfi  fivtrity,  din't  ima- 
giiu  that  yim  fvillfind  yutrfeiots  in  a  httter  Jhti»iia»  efier  my 
dntafi.  Jm  uiiU  ahiays  htrtafttr  tat  ft  witb  at  hafi  at  iii  trtat- 
numfirtm  my  fuuejfwit  ai  jou  have  bithfrta  tJfieiiiued  frsm 
pu-  WhtM  I  fiiauht  dead,  God  vutt/uidyeu  atiHhtr  *f  hit. 
firoantt,  who  may  po^My  txttutt  bis  ananands  ogainjlyam  witb 
graatr  frvtrii^  than  I  hfivr  dent.  Waidd  ytu  kavt  a  priuct 
fivtit  ami  medtrfiU  ?  Falivw  jtc^iei,  and  ebty  Hi  rrdirt.  yiur 
Mm  conduiJ  will  bt  tht  frincipi*  aad  fiwrc*  if  thi  Md  or  iM 
inatmtai  ym  mUreuivt  0  your  govirna^f  haadt.  Thtpriuet, 
»r bit lituttmnit,  mayjufily-bt  t*mpertd(aa  narrmr i  allthaf 
3*ujt»  in  the  glaji  is  fla/y  ifu  rttum  af  t&t  tbjtUt  ytit  frtfitH  i(  . 
it.  Nor  can  any  piece  be  drawn  more  to  the  life  than  the 
portrait  here  given  of  the  people  of  ^at  by,  jA^^/,al  fuffi- 
qendy  appears  from  the  bcft  Arab  auduin,  who  hafc  alrcodf 
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been  dted  on  diis  bead  in  die  preceding  part  of  dik  hi- 

Atthtr  This  general^  as  he  was  hunting,  being  once  feparsted 
Z*^  ^f  Irom  his  rednue,  found  himfelf  very  thirfly  In  a  bXtarj  place, 
^'"-  where  an  Arab  was  feeding  his  c&mels.  As  foon  as  Al  U^j 
appeared,  thofe  animals  were  feared  amy ;  which  made  the 
Jrab,  then  attentive  to  fomtthing;  elie,  lift  up  hb  bead  in  a 
great  paffion,  and  Tay,  Who  is  thti  with  his  pie  ekaibs  tbtt 
ttnut  btr*  intt  tht  dif»rt  U  fright  toy  tttmAt  the  atrji  rfGoa 
light  uptn  him  I  Al  Mejaj,  wtdwut  xaJdag  notice  of  mAbx  he 
had  iaid,  made  up  to  him,  fahited  him  very  civilly,  and,  after 
the  Arab  manner,  wilbed  him  pcsce.  But  the  odwr,  inflcad 
€f  retumine  his  falutation  in  proper  terms,  anfwoed  him 
roughly ;  tcilinff  him,  that  he  neither  wilbcd  him  peace,  nor 
any  bleffing  of  God.  AlHtj^  feemed  not  to  underftand  him, 
and  beggM  of  him,  with  great  bunility,  a  litde  water  to 
drink.  The  Arab  told  him,  that  he  might  alight  and  fadp 
faimrdf,  fer  he  was  neither  his  companion  nor  his  fcrvaot, 
MHt}^  did  ai  he  bad  him;  and,  after  he  had  drunk,  alkcd 
him  whom  he  took  to  be  the  m<^  noble  and  excelleot  of  all 
men  \  Tht  frephtt  ftnt  by  God,  burfi  ytm/  anfwered  the 
jtrab.  And tobat think y«it of  hWf  added  AlHijij.  Hiitxtd- 
Uiuj  canrnt  btfuffidtntlf  txpriffed  by  vMrds^  ncpfied  the  other. 
Al  Hfjdj^  continuing  hii  dtCcourfe,  then  aiked  him  wbu  an 
-opnion  he  enteruinol  t&AbiaimaUcf  To  which  at  firft  he 
made  no  aniTwer )  but,  being  preficd,  he  at  laft  dropped  (bme 
words  which  feemed  to  im[dy,  that  he  believed  him  to  be  a  bad 
>prince.  Why  fa  f-  anfwered  Al  Htj^j.  Btcauft^  rc{died  the  ArtA^ 
ht  hai  ftMt  ui  fer  a  givtrntr  the  mtji  wkktd  wan  tauUr  tit 
hatvtitt.  The  words  were  fcaice  out  of  hii  moutb,  wbcai  a 
bird  flew  over  their  heads,  making  at  the  fame  time  a  fbrt  of 
noile,  which  the  Arab  bad  no  fooner  beard,  than  be  looked 
Jledfaftly  upon  Al  Hfjaj,  and  demanded  of  him  who  he  was  i 
AlHijdj^  not  cbufing  to  give  him  a  dircfl  anfwcr,.defiTed  to 
know  the  reaibn  of  that  queflion.  Buavft^  faid  the  Arah^ 
tbit  bird  affurti  mt^  that  a  campatty  tf  piapu  draxus  near,  mid 
thai  yni  prihably  are  the  chief  tf  them.  Al  Hejofx  attendants 
then  came  up,  and,  by  his  order,  carried  the  Arab  along  with 
him ;  who,  the  next  day,  was  admitted  to  Al  Hejej'i  table, 
and  commanded  by  him  to  eat.  The  Arab  then  faid  his  ufud 
gracei  Gob  grant  that  the  end  ef  this  meal  may  be  aiferttenatt 
m  the  beginmng.  WbilA  they  were  eating,  Ai  ijfjaj  aiked  faun 
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if  be  remembered  the  di&ouife  that  had  pafied  between  tbeffl  '  . 
die  day  before.  The  Arab  aofwercd  him  iminediately,  God 
fr»fftr  y*u  im  twry  thing  \  but  at  far  ytftrrdi^s  ficrtt^  tait  cart 
jMi  daMtdivM^t  it  tt-dof^Tbat  I  mofi  certainly  JhaU^KfiicAjti 
Htjdji  but  jtu  muft  cbufi  am  ^  tbifi  tv>e  thiogSy  litbtrtoae- 
iniwU^*  wu  ytur  mafttr^  and  tbtn  I  wiU  rttain  yau  inmyftr- 
vitt;  «r  f////«ivym/«f^  Kb>]i/Abd'alinalec£bnMerwaii, 
t0  vAam  JJbaJi  give  an  accmnt  af  aUtbatyau  bavt  faidaf  btai. 
The  Jreit  having  heard  Ji  Hejdfs  propolal,  anfwcred  htm  ia- 
Omiuiy,  Tbert  u  a  tbird  way  yau  may  taie,  which fiems  to  mt  tt 
he  much  better.  What  li  that?  faiil  MHejaj.  Send  mt  bamtt 
replied  the  Arab^  and  lit  landyau  never  fee  ane  ematber  mere. 
Upon  which,  y/Z/^'ii/jnot  a  little  pleafed  to  hear  the  poor  man 
tailc  with  fb  much  fpirit  and  vivacity,  nude  him  a  prefent  of 
ten  thou&nd  dirbimty  and  diCmifled  him,  according  to  his 
defire.  With  regard  to  the  language  <A  birds,  Aicb  u  that 
mefitioncd  here,  the  ytrabs  pretend,  that  feveral  of  their  na- 
tion have  alt  along  underftood  thii,  even  from  SBiemen'i  time. 
They  affirm,  that  this  fcience  has  been  knovn  amongft  them 
ever  fince  the  reign  of  that  prince,  when  Balkis,  the  queen 
<A  Sbeia,  or  Saba^  had  a  bird  called  Httdlmd,  that  is,  the 
boop  or  lapwing,  which  ihe  ditpacched  to  Sehmen  on  feveral 
occ&fioiu,  and  which  wai  the  mcllenger  of  their  amouit. 
_Wa  are  told  by  JailaVaddin,  that  SeJamen,  having  notice  of 
the  embaily  dcfigncd  to  be  fent  him  by  Buliit,  by  means  of 
the  lapwing,  even  before  the  perfons  that  compofed  it  fet  out* 
order«l  A  large  fquare  to  be  inclofed  with  a  wall  built  of  gold 
fud  iUver  bricks,  wherein  he  ranged  his  forces  and  attendants 
lo  receive  them  '. 

KuMEiL,  the  Ion  of  Ziyad,  was  a  man  of  fine  wit.     HcKameQ 
lived  in  the  time  of  j/1  Hejaj,  and  did  by.no  means  approve  of/a'otd  fy 
bia  conduiS.  One  day  that  governor  ordered  him  to  be  brought  bii  vHt. 
before  him,  and  reproached  him,  becaufe,  in  a  certain  gar- 
des, before  fome  perlbns  that  he  named,  he  had  uttered  feveral 
imprecations  againft  him,  fome  of  which  were  to  the  follow- 
il^  ^tQ. :  The  Lo&S  blacken  his  fact !  that  is,  fill  him  with 
fiiame  and  cenfufian ;  and  may  bis  neck  be  cut  iff,  and  bii  bteai 
Jbad!    To  which  Kumeil,  who  had  an  exceeding  ready  wt^ 
anfwcred  indandy,  "Tit  trut^  I  did  fpeak  tbefe  wards  in  the 
garden  yau  meatlan  ;  but  then  I  was  under  a  vhu-arbaur,  iaeking 
fifati  a  bunch  ef  grapes  net  yet  ripe,  and  I  wijbed  that  tb^  ■ 
tiiauld  turn  blaci  faan,  that  they  might  be  cut  tff,  and  made  wim 
af.     This  ingenious  explication  fo  pleafed  /il  Hejajt  that  he 
lent  Kumeil  home,  and  re-  eftablilhed  him  in  his  favow  *. 

■  D'HERati,.  Bibliotb,  orient,  in  art.  HegiagtEbn  Yii/ef  M 
Ibaktfi,  p.  412,443,  &  in  art.  BaHh,o.  \%z.  Jallalo'pdiU. 

y  P'HtasiL.  ubf  flip.  f.44]. 

Abu 
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EbnKor'  -   Asu  Ayas  EbhKorkah  Al  BA4iii,aperftn  ceI«t«Me(l 

rah'i  evm-  iar  his  piety  -and  karaing,  whofe  &ther  had  been  one  of  iW 

fi"-  CoMPANioKs,  being  once  with  ^/Hc;i<)r,  the  porter  toldthenit 

that  a  fecretary  was  at  the  gate  ■,  upon  which,  Ehn  Kerrah  l»d, 

Tktfe  ftirttarltt  are  tht  warjl  of  ell  fsrit  %f  pnpU.    However, 

the  fecretary  was  introduced,  and  welt  ceceivcd  by  Al  Hejiji 

who,  after  he  had  difmilfed  hiin,airncd£^^»n-tf£,  that,  had 

Hot  the  title  of  Cempeium  of  tht  prap&et  been  in  his  family,  h« 

would  have  ordered  his  head  to  be  ftmclc  off,  becaufe  ihe 

Mordn  fays,  Htiwur  tht  writers.     Bin  Korrah,  finding  wbat 

imoilnent  danger  he  was  in,  anfwered  immediately,  Ilftkttf 

tkt  Jecretarits  ef  the  Divan,  OHti  not  of  tht  angth  tmt  tr» 

tttUtd  writtrs  in  the  K-orin.    To  whkn  be  hkewife  thou^ 

.  fit  to  add,  that  the  latter  mefited  the  appellation  given  tbcm 

in  tiuK  book,  bccaufe  they  wiite  down  the  anions  of  men,  in 

Order  to  produce  thsm  at  the  general  judgment.     This  Eia 

Korrab  was  the  mafter  of  Kotadah,  Shabah,  and  Adtitajh^  an^ 

madtf  a  very  confidcrable  figure  antongA  the  MeJUms  c. 

AreSgioHi   SADirelates,  that  j/yHrr^r  once  recommended  bimfelf  totbe 

Moflcm'i  prayers  of  a  religious  .^l^j^fnii  upon  which,  he  infiantly  prayc4 

fray/rfor  that  GoD  would  pleafc  to  kill  him  tjuickly  \  for  nothing,  laid 

Al  Hejaj    he,  can  be  more  advantageous  either  to  himfelf  or  die  peopb. 

fiywhtch  it  in  Come  meafure  appears,  that  the  K.h^^%  lab* 

jcMS  he  was  font  to  govern  enteruincd  a  very  difagrecablct 

and  even  {hocking,  idea  of  him  ^. 

Al  Hejaj,  ■    MiRKKOND  writes,  that,  when  he  was  upon  his  deatb- 

htfart  bii  bed,  he  confulted  his  allrologer,  to  know  of  him,  if  he  bad 

d<ail!,  «r-  not  found  in  his  Ephinuridti,  that  fome  great  captain  wm  neu 

An  hit     the  end  of  his  days.     The  aftrologer  anfwcred  him,  that  a 

^fir''«gi'^  certain  great  lord,  named  Kelaik,  was  threatened  with  Ipevdr 

'**V^   death,  according  to  hi>  obfervations.   Al  Hej^  ■k'^XxkA^  thta  ti 

f^  *  tht  very  tioTiu  my  nuther  govt  mt  whtn  I  ivat  a  child.     Thrm, 

fiid  the  aftrologer,  with  great  imprudence,  y^u  mufi  eirlaixfy 

tHe;  thtre  is  noroemte  doufitef  it.     Alflej.Jj,oStnd^tvAia, 

difcourfe,  faid  inftantly  to  him,  If  that  bt  the  cafe,  md  ym 

arif)  dtxtereus  in  ytur  prediiiions,  IwiUftfidyButeftrewuin- 

U  toe  ttber  world,  that  I  may  jmit  ufe  of  yiu  there  %  and  at 

the  feme  time  gave  an  order  to  have  him  difpatchcd.     We 

muft  here  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  word  Ktlaib,  in  jfrti- 

Hc,  iignifies  a  little  dog ;  and  that  we  meet  with  an  account 

of  this  allrologer'B  fate,  fimilar  to  ^sc.  handed  down  to  us  by 

Mirkhond,  in  Ahu'l-Faraj '. 

*  D'Hekbel.  Bibliotb>ori<tit.  in  an.  CnTojfr,  p.  tyz. 
*  Sadi.  Vidcetiam  D'Hsrbel.  ubi  fup.p.  44i.  '  Mikk> 

HOHD.    Greg.  Aeu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fuf.  p.  200,901.     |tloBAMr 
HED.  AuViUiVZf^BAB.ixi  Kara. 

Thb 
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The  fttrmcr  of  tlwft  writers.  aUo  rclafln,  that  this  general  ^Mw/tr- 
was  bora  fhut  dp  at  the  bottom  -,  fo  that  his  parents  found  it'^  far- 
jteceffiuy  to  have  him  ofwned  with  furgeons  inflruments,  Icfl"'^'^' 
a  ftop  Ihould  be  put  by  this  natural  impediment  to  the  cxcr-  "l»^g  '• 
cifeof  the  animal  funfiions.  The  latter  of  them  informs  us,""' 
thai  be  tcU  fick  by  eating  dirt ;  which  he  afterwards  abftaincd 
fremibjrtfaeadvice  of  TifwtJunuj,  an  eminent  phyficianiwho  was 
cotemponiry  with  him.  The  fame  author  adds,  that  he  died 
of  a  i^iAifis,  or  conTumption,  which,  for  a  confidcrable  time, 
deprived  him  of  hia  natural  reft.  The  dirt  mentioned  by  this 
hittorian  was  a  fort  of  medicinal  clay,  called  by  the  Latins 
Ttrra  Lemaia,  and  by  the  Arah  Thin,  and'  TMn  Meihlowm^ 
LMim,  Lutum  figillatum,  W  Ttrra figillata,  being  prcfcribed 
in  fevcral  cafes  by  the  moft  eminent  phyficians.  Wcarf  told 
by  a  writer  of  fome  note,  that  AlHejaj  was  extremely  mag- 
nificent in  hi;  entertainments ;  infomuch  that  he  fiirnifried,  on 
fome  occafions,  no  Icfs  than  a  thoufand  tables,  Hcalfo,  ac-' 
cofding  (b  Ibe  fame  author,  fometimcs  made  very  valuable 
prefenH  to  his  friends ;  it  having  been  known,  that  certain 
of  them  received  of  him  1,000,000  dirhtmi  at  once.  Al 
ihjij  left  behind  him  a  fon,  who  crefled  a  little  principality, 
coirfifling  of  only  (even  fm all  towns  in  Atjebalt  or  HtxPerJian 
Iritti  which  gradually  going  to  decay,  a  city  was  at  Jaft 
formed  out  of  them  all,  called  Kam.  This  town  Hands  at 
itlmoft  an  tqaH  diftaace  from  Ifpahati  and  Caxbin,  and  about 
twenty-one  par^angs  from  Raya.  Between  this  lafl  place 
and  Kem  the^e  is  a  frightful  deJart,  in  which  there  was  for- 
merly a  very  large  and  ftrong  caftle,  called  Gtrdeflnr;  a  par- 
ticular delcHption  of  which  we  meet  with  in  Y6k&t,  This 
city  was  railed  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  feven  others,  in  the 
aojd  year  of  the  H^ra,  Abialrahman,  the  fon  oi  AlHi^aj, 
having  been  defeated  by  his  enemies,  and  his  country  ruined, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Jcven  original  towns  gradually  delertcd 
them,  and  (heir  defcendants  built  the  city  of  Kom ;  which 
was  divided  into  feven  parts,  that  retained  the  names  of  thofe 
toiyo*-  Xhe  principal  of  thefe  was  called  Kommtdan,  a 
name  apparenUy  formed  of  Ktm.  The  city  of  Ksm  is 
at  this  day  jurfly  celebrated  for  its  manufa^ures  of  filk, 
called  in  the  Turkijh  and  Perfian  languages  Kamalh,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  velvet  is  denominated  in  the  eaft  Kallfab, 
from  the  town  of  Kotif,  ficuared  in  the  province  of  Ba- 
brtin,  on  the  Person  gulf,  about  two  days  journey  from 
AbfS,  where  it  is  made.  Ab^ahnogni  /fit,  a  famous  adro- 
logrr,  who  left  behind  him  an  aflrulogical  treatife,  intituled, 
EkthfoTat,  was-  a  native  of  Kem,  and  from  thence  rurnatned 
Al  Kemi,  or  Al  Ktwtmi.  Abu  Obtidah  SAAmar  Ebn  Al  Matbdni 
writ  the  life  of  Ai  H'j'>jt  under  the  title  of  At  Akbar  Hejdj. 
I  That 
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That  »Miarvn»i  native  otBagkddd,  and  died  In  the^  ao^ 
year  of  the  Htjra  (. 
T'^Mof'  The  fame  year  in  which  AlUtjij  died»  that  ii,  the  95^1 
^m%pU  of  the  Htjra,  Ai  Waltd  Ebn  Ah^eimaUc  baniOied  AU  Elm  At- 
V^^"^  if  ailah  Ebn  Al  Athas  Uora  Damafcui  Xa  Hontin,  a  valley  which 
M  Spain,  jjfj  about  three  miles  from  Mecca,  towards  AlTaytf,  wiierehe 
**■  °'*^  begot  twenty  fons.  The  Kbalif  alfo  ordered  this  Ali  to  re- 
•*'  *'  ceivc  feventy  ftripes,  for  meditating  the  murder  of  Salit.  The 
Arabt  gained  this  year  a  complete  vidory  over  the  Gatht  in 
Spain,  which  paved  the  way  to  the  abfolute  conquetl  of  moA 
01  the  provinces  of  that  Idngdom.  Raderic,  being  informed, 
that  the  Mdltmt  bad  landed  a  powerful  army  ia  Spaiuy  and 
made  terrible,  ha voclc  in  fevcral  parts  of  his  dominions,  af- 
fembled  his  whole  force,  and  refoJyed  to  bring  the  eneniy  to 
a  general  a&ion,  that  fbould  determine  his  ^ite  as  well  as  that 
of  his  fubjei^.  Coming  up  with  them,  therefore,  at  A^ 
dcnay  he  attacked  them  with  fuch  bravery,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Getbs  bad  been  enervated  by  a  long  pKaee,  the 
victory  hune  in  fufpcnce  for  eight  whole  days.  The  king 
lumfelf,  dreited  in  his  royal  robca,  with  a  golden  crown  upon 
his  head,  in  an  ivory  chariot,  after  the  manner  of  the  Gtthie 
princes,  appeared  at  the  head  ot  his  army,  and  lb  aainutcd 
his  troops  by  his  prefence  and  valiant  behaviour,  that  they  re- 
ally performed  wonders ;  though  at  lall  the  Arais^  being 
continually  reinforced  with  frefh  troops,  forced  them  to  give 
V^y,  and  even  betake  themfelves  to  a  ptecipitate  Aigbt 
To  this  the  Ions  of  yitizat  according  to  Comt  writes,  not 
a  little  contributed.  For,  Rodtrie  committing  to  their  con* 
A\xGt  the  wings  of  the  army,  though  they  had  already  mani- 
fefted  thdr  linifter  intentions  towards  him,  they  went  over 
to  the  enemy  in  the  beat  of  the  action ;  upon  which,  a  tMal 
rout  immediately  enfued.  The  Arahs  purfued  the  flying 
Cqtht  with  (a  much  ardour,  that  the  grcatelt  part  of  theia 
were  killed  cither  in  the  battle  or  the  purfuiL  .  In  this  fatal 
engagement,  which  ended  on  Sunday  the  fifth  day  of  "Julfy  ac- 
cording to  lome  of  the  beft  Sp^nijif  hiftorians,  all  the  QtUxe 
mobility  were  flain ;  fo  that  all  the  Spaniardi,  ixcept  the  Afim- 
riani  and  Qiatahrlantt  who  were  the  lall  that  fubmitted  to  tbs 
Ramans,  were  obliged,  within  a  fbort  time,  ffradually  to  re- 
ceive the  Mijlim  yoke.  As  for  Redtrie  htmfdf,  it  ii  not  ca- 
tainl}'  known  whether  he  was  killed  in  the  aSion,  or  furvived 
t)ie  dcllru£tion  of  bis  army.  Some  affirm,  that  be  fell  in  the 
battle  J  but  others  deny  this.  However,  we  are  told  for  cer- 
f  MiiKHOHD  U  Gaec  AbdVPaka],  obi  lap.  Aut.  Lib.  A01 
VAIL,  Vakut,  Eon  Hawkal,  Haudalla,  Ism- AsULraD.  ii 
hill.  uaiv.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan-p.  118— xzo,  <c»Iib.  D'Hat- 
BBi„abiflip,  p.  163,  164,171,443,444. 
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taaoy  that  Ka  hoik  OrtHay  and  enTigrts  of  royaltjTj  were  found 
in  a  miry  place,  ftequentcd  by  fwine  and  oihcr  filthy  animak, 
Ao'  the  enemy  Tought  for  his  body  in  vain.  With  regard  to 
count  ytiHany  he  is  faid  to  have  foon  met  with  the  proper  re- 
ward of  his  villainy ;  the  jfrobt,  according  to  a  proverb  re- 
ceived MDongil  us,  lovine;  the  trcafon,  but  hating  the  traitor. 
His  wife  they  floncd  to  death,  threw  his  fon  headlong  from 
the  top  of  the  caftle  of  Cettta,  and  flript  him  of  all  his  pcf- 
Icffioiu.  After  which,  according  to  fome,  he  mifcrably  ex- 
fHred  in  irons  in  a  fort  or  citadel  belonging  to  the  territory  of 
O/ca ;  tho'  otbcn,  it  mufl  be  owned,  are  of  a  different  opi- 
nion. Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  the  /frabt,  who  lolt  fix- 
Men  thoufand  men  in  the  battle  of  AJJidona,  reduced  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Spain,  except  the  provinces  occupied  by  the  ^Jlit- 
rians  and  Caatabriant,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  within 
die  fpace  of  eight  months,  or,  according  to  others,  fourteen 
jntmths,  or,  lafUy,  as  others  will  have  it,  about  two  yean. 
Nay,  there  are  not  wanting  tbofe  who  aflert,  that  the  Arabt 
Ipent  five  years  in  the  conqueft  and  intire  reduftion  of  the  vacA 
conlideTable  pUrt  of  this  region.  Tarif,  who  now  commanded 
in  Spain,  acquired  an  immenfe  treafure,  during  this  fuccefsful 
campaign ;  which  not  only  inrichcd  him,  but  hkewife  enabled 
liim  to  reward  all  his  officers,  and  even  the  troops  themfelves, 
for  their  bravery  in  this  war.  Nor  did  the  Modern  command- 
ers fail  afterwards  of  amaffing  prodigious  riches,  with  which 
they  were  fuppiied  by  this  moft  opulent  country ;  tho'thefe,  if  . 
We  will  believe  a  ceruin  hifforian,  foon  occafioned  fuch  dif- 
fenftons  amongft  them,  and  fo  incenfed  them  one  againfl  an- 
odier,  that  feveral  of  them  came  to  vi<dent  deaths,  infomudt 
that,  widiin  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  there  were  no  le(s  than 
fifteen  Mafitm  princes,  or  governors,  in  Spain.  Tht/frabs  were 
this  year  fikewife  formidable  in  the  caflern  parts  of  the  world. 
Afffiibnai,  Mafltma,  or  Mfjltm,  an  Arab  general  that  we  have 
form criy  mentioned,  made  feveral  incurfions  into  the  impend 
territories, and  ravaged  the  whole  province  of  &r/i>/J<i, carrying 
off  with  him  many  rich  fpoils,  and  a  great  number  of  prifoners, 
vriien  be  retired  into  the  Kballf's  dominions.  TheGrr/ii  em- 
peror, being  informed,  that  Ai  IVelid  was  making  vaft  prepa- 
rations to  attack  him  both  by  fca  and  land,  fcnt  fome  of  his 
nt^les,  and,  amongil  the  reft,  Daniel  Slnapenjtt,  to  treat  of 
a  peace  with  that  prince.  Amongft  other  inftruSions  with 
which  DanitlwtA  charged,  the  emperor  ordered  him  to  pro- 

-  cure  as  txaSt  an  account  as  poflible  of  the  force  with  which 
jtiff^alid  propofcd  to  invade  the  Greii  empire.  Upon  his  return 

-  from  the  Meflim  court,  that  nobleman  rcprefented  both  the 
naval  and  military  preparations  of  the  Arabs  againlt  the  Chri' 

fiiam. 
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fiitns,  ud  puticularly  the  capital-  city  of  tbe  ein^ie»  «>  fo 
ftupendous,  that  it  would  be  next  to  impoffible  to  oppofe  them. 
The  emperor  therefore  finding,  that  the  Khelif  intended  to 
lay  liegc  TO  CinflantiiiopUt  he  cauled  a  very  large  nuonbcr  of 
li^bt  {bips  to  be  built,  the  walls  to  be  repaired,  and,  h&ving 
iiHed  the  public  granaries,  ordered  fuch  of  the  citizens  at  bad 
not  laid  up  provifions  for  three  years  to  depart  the  city.  He 
Ucewife  added  fonte  new  works  to  the  place  on  the  fea-fide, 
and  difpofed  his  military  engines  on  the  towers  in  fuch  a  maa- 
tMT  ai  might  enable  him  to  give  the  enemy  a  proper  rcceptioii, 
whenever  they  fhould  think  fit  to  appear.  In  the  mean  time, 
Ai  WaUd  continued  bis  warlike  preparations  with  the  utuKift 
vigour,  being  determined  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  Confiam- 
tinapltf  if  poffible,  in  one  campaign  *. 
ThtJiaib  In  the  96th  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  of  Christ  715,  Ktrrab 
mmdcbtt-  EhnSharik^  Aiffaliifs^veTnoTof  Egypt^iicA  9tA4t/r,  wbete 
raStrif  he  had  erefled  a  large  and  (lately  mofque,  about  three  yean 
Al  Walid.befsre  his  death.  He  was  fucceedcd  by  Ahd'ulmaift  Ebn  Rt- 
fr'ay  who  preiided  over  the  Egyftiant  till  the  acceffion  of  ^«- 
ihnan  Ein  Ah^abtialec  Ebn  Merwdn  to  the  Mt/Um  throna. 
As  for  the  KhalifM  IValid,  he  died  this  year,  about  the  middle 
of  the  latter  Jornada,  and  was  buried  at  jDamafeui.  He  reigned 
about  nine  years  and  eight  months ;  being  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  according  to  Tome,  forty  eight,  or,  as  others  will  have 
it,  forty-three,  years  of  age.  He  was  very  tall,  fwarthy,  flai- 
Rofcd,  and  pitted  with  the  fmall-pox.  He  had  a  l<irge  beard, 
with  Tome  grey  hairs  In  it,  was  of  a  ftrong  robufl  conftitutim, 
and  a  very  choleric  temper.  He  was  fubjed  to  intemperate 
fallies  of  paiSon,  being  by  no  means  capable  of  bridliitg  Ui 
anger.  According  to  AlMakin,  he  married  fixty- three  wives, 
the  greateft  part  o\  whom  he  divorced ;  which,  as  that  author 
fiiys,  was  attended  with  a  very  confiderabte  expencc.  He  laid 
out  large  fumi  of  money  upon  public  buildings,  fuch  as  the  mag* 
nificciic  mofques  axDamafius^Jerufalim, ^nAMedina ;  bU  whidi 
were  either  ereflcd  or  enlarged  and  beautified  in  his  reign. 
This  A/W^y  appointed  Omar  Ehn  Aiid'aiaziz  his  commandant 
of  Mtdina,  and  was  the  firft  of  the  fuccelTors  of  Mehatiaud 
who  founded  an  hofpital  for  fick  people,  and  a  Caravarfere^ 
or  public  hoiife  of  entertainment,  for  poor  travellers  and  Itraa- 
gers.  His  fecretarics,  who  fucceeded  one  another  in  the  order 
ihcy  are  mentioned  here,  were  Karreh  Ebn  Tezid,  Kabida  Ebn 

t  Al  Makik,  ubi  flip.  p.  72.    Ism.  Abvlffd.  de  vit,  MohMiv- 

ned.   C.  lir.    p.  112.     RouBRIcToLITAR.  AKTOHiLiS    A  CbK' 

VA*A,  ia  epilWU  sd  Alfdnf.  Burg.  Epifc  Fekdinand.  Nva. 
PiHCiAH.  JiiDOR.PACsKs.  Joan.  Va9.  Hifpan.  diranic.  p.  696, 
697.  Tu«opHAK.ubi  Tup.  P' 321,  332.  ' 
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Daaiii,  Debak  Ebn  Zerit,  Tezid  Ebn  Ablkejba,  and  AbJ'al* 
Uh  Ebn  Moitc  J  his  chambertains,  Kbdkft  and  Saad,  tlte  firft 
hit  Icrvant,  and  the  other  his  freed-man ;  and  the  captain 
of  his  guards  Caab  Ebn  fiaztm  Al  Abafi.  The  infcription 
of  his  fad  was,  O  Al  Walid  !  yau  art  to  die,  and  to  give 
«n  acciimt  af  yeur  aititni.  The  firft  dav  of  his  KbaUfat  was 
Friday,  and  the  laft  Set}trday.  He  is  iaid  to  have  had  fome 
lki]1  in  architedure,  but  to  have  been  a  very  indifFerent  lin- 
guift.  The  accounts  of  the  public  treafury  he  o^cred  the 
cicria,  or  fecretaries,  to  write  in  Arabic,  and  not  in  Greek,  at 
was  the  cuftom  before  his  elevadoti  to  the  Khalifat.  AlWa* 
£J,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  was  more  powerful  than 
tm  of  his  predeceflbn ;  having  fubjugated,  according  to  the 
caftern  writers,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Majorca,  Minorca,  part  of 
Gallia  Narbmenjis,  the  vaft  province  of  Mautara'lnabr,  Little 
Bukbariaj  or  the  kingdom  of  Kafhgar,  and  7urkefidn.  He 
likcwife,  if  we  will  believe  thofe  authors,  rendered  that  part 
of/s^on  this  fide  the  Gan^KJ  tributaiyto  him.  Thegreateft 
put  of  the  Mojltm  hiftorians  difier  widely  from  thofe  of  Syrim 
in  their  accounts  of  this  prince.  The  latter  reprefent  him  as 
dw  greateft  KhaUfoi  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab ;  whereas  the  for- 
mer have  tranfmitttd  him  down  to  poflerity  as  naturally  cruel 
K^  violent,  of  much  the  fame  difpofition  with  Pharaoh  king 
a  Egypt,  called  alfo  Al  JValid  by  fome  of  the  callcrn  writers. 
Khandemir,  one  of  the  principal  of  the  Ptrjian  hiSorians, 
lellsus,  ^at  KatiSa  Ebn  Mojlem,  Atff^aVd'a  governor  of  ^Aa- 
rm/Sn,  after  he  had  pafled  the  Jihiirf,  advanced  to  Samarkand^ 
where  Magourei,  the  king,  or  Khan,  of  Maward'lnahry  wai , 
(hut  up,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  place ;  that,  after  having  fuf- 
tained  teveral  very  vigorous  attacks,  it  furrendered  to  him  bjr 
capitulation ;  the  principal  article  of  which  was,  t\atMagourtk 
fbouldpaythc  A^ioy^annually,  bywayoftributejijOoniOOO^i- 
Xiir-/,  and  at  the  fame  time  make  him  a  prefent  of  3000  flaves ; 
and  that,  after  he  had  poffefled  himfelf  of  the  place,  he  or- 
dered all  the  idols  therein  to  be  deftroyed,  and  conftrufted 
in  it  one  c^  the  moil  liipcrb  mofques  to  be  met  with  in  all  the 
Mojltm  empire  *. 

*  ^L  Makir,  ubifup.  p.  73.  Greo.  AbuVFa«aj,  ubi  fup. 
P.aoi,  aoz.  EuTYCH.  ubifup.  p.  376,  377.  D'Hikbel.  fii. 
Uioih.  orient,  in  art.  Faliil,  p.  907.  Theopha«.  chronograph,  j^ 
314.  Khondeuir.  Vide  eiiRm  Iim.  AauLrBD.  in  hilL  anirerT 
Aat.  Leb  Takikh,  Mikat  CainaTj  Ebn  Shoukah,  aliofi^iw 
fciiptor.  orieoL  pliir. 
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tit^i  bj  ^  ceeded  his  brother  M  ffalid,  and  was  inaugurated  the  very 
h'lbntbirdiy  on  which  that  Khali/ditd.  His  mother  was  WaiaJai, 
(oliniiu.  the  daughter  of  Ai  Abbai  Ebn  Harbi  Al  Abbafi.  He  was  a 
prince  of  fine  parts  and  furprizing  eloquence,  having  been 
educated^nongfl  his  mother's  relations  in  the  defart.  He  re 
drciled  alTgrievances  that  had  happened  before  his  acceffion, 
put  an  end  Co  all  diforders,  encouraged  trade,  and  leleafied  all 
the  prifoncis  in  his  extenfive  dominions,  except  fuch  as  had 
been  incarcerated  for  capital  crimes.  In  the  96th  year  of  the 
Hejra^  or  the  firJl  of  his  reign,  Kotiba  Ebn  MaJUm,  the  go- 
vernor of  jTj^rii^n,  rebelled  againft  him  j  but  the  people  of 
thatcountrywerefo  far  from  joining  with  him  in  hisdefe^oa, 
that  they  rufbed  upon  him  with  one  accord,  cut  him  to  pieces, 
and  eleded  for  their  leader  one  Wald  Ebn  Abu  Saiuidf  who 
prefided  over  them  till  SaUmm  appointed  Tezid  Ebm  MobaSib 
Ebn  Abu  Safra  his  lieutenant  of  Kberafan.  Tezid  greatlj  ex- 
tended the  MoJUm  conquefts  on  that  fide,  reducing  Teberifla 
and  yutjdn,  Georgianay  or  Giurgiaruif  under  the  dominiiHi 
of  the  Kbalif.  In  this  war  he  gained  many  glorious  vidoriei, 
ravaged  the  enemies  territories,  killed  a  van  number  of  the 
infidels,  and  impofed  an  annual  tribute  upon  the  reft.  Sooa 
after,  Soliman  began  to  make  the  neceilaiy  difpofitioos  ftv 
putting  his  troops  in  march  againft  CanftaatinopU,  and  ap- 
pointed his  brother  MoJUma  to  command  in  that  expedition. 
Afamah  Ebn  Zeid  Al  Tannukht  CoUeSed  the  tribute  at  this  lime 
forSflAffionin  Egypt.  Nothing  very  material  pafled  this  ^ear  in 
Spain.  However,  the  ArabSf  by  the  affiftance  of  the  y*iw, 
fui^rized  the  city  of  Ttledo  on  Palm-Sunday,  which  had  re- 
turned from  them  to  the  enemy.  Af4/a  alfo,  the  prefeS  of 
AfrUa.,  hearing  of  the  great  fuccefs  of  Tarif,  and  of  the  im- 
mcnfe  riches  he  had  acquired,  landed  again  with  a  large  body 
of  the  MeJUm  troops  in  Spain,  afliimed  to  himfclf  the  fp(Hls 
taken  by  that  general  from  the  Goths,  and  thia  in  conjun^ion 
wiih  him,  notwithflanding  the  mutual  hatred  and  animofitiei 
that  fubfiftcd  between  them,  reduced  Ctejaraupifia,  known 
at  this  time  by  the  name  of  Seragefa,  or  Sarag}£a,  and  feveral 
other  towns.  The  inhabitants  of  thole  places  the  Arabs  treated 
with  cruelty  enough ;  plundering  and  pillaging  them  all  with- 
out diftindion,  and  even  putting  many  of  them  to  the  fwoid  '. 
'  Al  Makih,  Dbtfap.  p.  73,  74.  Greo.  Abb'l-Faraj,  nbi 
fup.  p.  201.  EoTYCH.  «bi  fup  p.  376,  377.  GoLii  noc.ad  Al(i». 
gan.p.  190-— 197.  Fonalil.  Fid.  Joan.  Vas.  Hifpao.  chronic 
p.  697. 
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The  foHowing  year,  being  the  97th  of  the  Hejra,  begin-  jl  MIkeu 
ning  Septemier  5th,  715,  Sbliman  ordered  aAIiieas,  NiUjcspt^tuilPhj 
or  pillar  to  mca/ure  theincrcarc  of  the  M//,  to  be  erefled  onSoUman. 
an  iflutd  between  Gtt^ui,  or  /fi  Ji2M,  the  antient  Memphis^  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Shaw,  and  Al  Foftat ;  he  having  been  before 
informed  \>y  jf/atTtah  EbnZeid  AlTannukhi,  hiscollc^or  of  the 
tribute  and  cuitoms  in  Egypty  that  the  jiiikeas  built  at  Hol- 
Vtan  by  yfid'alaxix  Ebn  Mervjdn  waa  become  intirely  ufelefs. 
Xhis^  Nibficpe  may  pollibly  be  ftill  remaining,  as  that  feen 
and  defcribed  by  the  Icarnea  Dr.  Shavu  Rands  uppn  the  point 
of  an  idand  that  lies  between  Kaire  and  Cetxa ;  which  ftcua- 
tion  exa^Iy  correfponds  with  that  affigned  Soliman\ Ni'omeltr     . 
hf  Eutycbint  and  Al  Makin.    For  a  full  and  ample  defcription 
of  this  column,  wemufi  beg  Iciive  to  refer  our  curious  readers 
to  Dr.  Show's  obfervations  in  Egypti^where  they  will  meet 
with  the  beft  and  moti  entertaining  account  of  it,  (hat  has  hi- 
dterto  been  communicated  to  the  world  ". 

This  year,  the  /iraij  rather  loft  than  gained  ground  in  Moflema 
Spain.  Ptlaglui,  or,  as  the  Spaniards  call  him,  Pelayo,  the  ioa.l'igiii  hit 
<u  Fafiia,  01  Favila,  dulceofCaffM^r/a,  was  proclaimed  ]L.iag  of  march /er 
the  Affitriani ;  and  Garfias  2[iitumot,  known  amongft  the  Spa-  CotiRin- 
miardi  by  the  name  of  Garcia  JTimenet,  of  Gelhic  extra^on,  t>D»pl<  * 
founded  a  lungdom  in  the  Pyreman  mountains,  whither  many 
of  the  ChriJUani  had  fled  from  Saragefa  and  other  towns  c» 
jlrragM  and  Navarrt^  when  they  were  taken  by  the  Arabt. 
Nor  could  die  KbaUfs  forces  in  Spain  reduce  thefe  two  new     , 
piinces.  The  army  feot  ^ainft  Ptlayo  returned,  without  hav- 
ing effeded  any  thing,  to  Corduba  ;  and  that  deftined  to  aSt 
againfi  JGrntnttf  who  dillinguifhed  himfclf  in  feveral  Iharp 
actions  vrith  only  a  body  of  600  horfe,  was  not  able  to  feize 
upon  any  pan  of  his  territories.     On  the  contrary,  the  latter 
of  thcfe  Cbriflian  monarchs  advanced  his  frontiers  into  the 
enemy's  country,  and  died  after  a  reign  of  forty-two  years. 
The  lirft  of  them  likewife  reigned  about  nineteen  years,  as  our 
Kaden  will  tind  more  particularly  related  in  the  modern  hi- 
ftory  of  SfetH,     About  this  tirne^  MoJUma,  whojs  called  by 
ThetpbaHti  and  -Ctdrtnus  Mafalmas,  begun  his  march  for  Ce»' 
^aittinapU,  with  an  army  of  i2.o,ooo.men,  advanced  firft  to 
Amerium  in  Pbrjgia,  and  afterwards  to  Pirgamus  in  Myfia^ 
which  he  furprized ;  and  then  took  up  his  winter- (]uarters  in 
the  Lejftr  /fia.     Thtophanet  feems  to  intimate,    that  either 
Stlimda  bimfeif,  or  a  general  of  .the  fame  name,  commanded 
a  body  of  the  Aitjltm  forces  in  this  expedition ;  tho'  not  the 
leaft  foundation  for  fuch  a  notion  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  ori- 

^  Al  Maein  &  EuTTCH.  ubi  fop.    Skaw'i  phyfic.  and  mif- 
cdlao.  obfervat.  in  Egypt,  p.  433*~~~439* , 
,    MoD.HisT.VoL.il.  N  ental 
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ental  hiAorians.  Ebn  Shohnak  writci,  that  diii  prince  was  ac 
*  Ramla,  or  Rama,  when  his  brother  died,  from  whence  he  went 
to  Damafcus  as  foon  as  he  had  received  advice  of  that  evpnt, 
in  order  to  take  poneflion  of  th.e  Khalifat;  and  that,  after  « 
fltoit  refidence  there,  he  commanded  his  troops  to  advance  to 
Marj  Dabek,  near  JUppi,  from  whence  hia  brother  Mafltmm 
marched  dirci^ly  to  CeujIantittopU,  that  he  might  form  the 
fiege  of  that  important  place.  Thefc  are  the  moft  material 
tranfadtion*  of  the  97th  year  of  the  Hijrat  both  accordii^ 
to  the  Cbrijlian  and  the  Mafitm  hilloriant  ■, 
mniit-  The  next  year,  that  is,  the  98th  of  the  U^ra^  com- 
/rj«  r^/ mencing  j/vjM/f  25th,  716,  feveral  remarkable  events  lu^ 
t*tital.  pcned  in  thofc  parts  of  the  world,  that  were  the  theatret  of 
the  war  between  the  Cbrijiiam  and  ihe  MtJUmt.  The  Cbri- 
jUani  of  Spaik,  who  fiUimitted  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  to  tbt 
Khali/,  and  chofe  to  refidc  in  the  MBJlim  tenitorics,  were  not 
difluthed  either  in  the  poQelBoii  of  dieir  properties,  ortheftea 
exercife  of  their  religion.  Ar  they  were  intermixed,  and  ia 
a  manner  incorporated,  with  the  Arabs^  they  obtained  on  that 
account  the  name  of  Almirabii  1  and  the  miflal  then  in  ufe 
amongft  them,  drawn  up  by  St.  LeanJtr  and  St.  Ifiderty  and 
which  was  followed  by  all  the  Cbriji'tant  of  Spain  tilt  the  time 
of  Mphtnfut  VI.  was  called  the  Moxarabic  miflal.  Thii  year, 
Afuja  and  Tariftnrt  recalled  by  Soiiman,  artd  not  Jlfyatld^ 
as  we  fintl  alTerted  by  fomc  of  the  Spanijh  hiftorians,  to  give 
an  account  of  their  conduct,  MAfa  left  his  fon  Ah^alatit 
behind  him,  to  govern  Spain  in  his  abfcnce,  who  married  Ep- 
ben,  Egilon,  or  Egiiene,  RaJnic's  wife,  and  fixed  his  refutoKt 
at  Seville,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  A*  for  Tarif,  before 
bis  departure,  he  appointed  Al  Khaman,  an  excellent  c^cer, 
to  command  the  Mtpm  forces  defined  to  aifl  againft  PAti' 
giui,  whom  he  thought  it  a  fcandal  to  him  not  to  have  re- 
duced. Al  Khaman,  before  he  proceeded  dircdly  to  hc^H- 
ties,  fent  Oppa,  or  Oppas,  the  archbifliop  of  StviUe^  to  prevaS 
opon  him,  if  poflible,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  d>ff 
Khaiif.  T4iis  Oppa  attempted,  and  had  a  conference  with 
P/lagiut,  who  had  taken  poll  with  1 000  chofen  men  in  a  cave 
«n  mount  Aufena,  having  difpofed  his  other  troops,  on  which 
he  could  not  fo  much  depend,  to  the  beft  advantage,  upon  the 
,  precipices  of  that  mountain ;  but  without  efie^  that  priace 

being  flill  determined  to  afTcrt  his  independency  agait^  ttM 
Arabs.     Al  Khaman^  therefore,  finding  pacific  meafures  tn- 

•  ;o*HKES  Vaikus,  obi  fop.  p.  697,  6<)8.  TBBOFHftN.  nbi 
fop.  p.  315,  ja6,  327.  GioRO.  CiDRiN.  ubi  fop.  449,  450.  Em 
SaoHKAH,  D'Herbci..  BiUiiXJi.  oricat.  ia  ut.  Stimam  Btm /ti- 
tkimalei,  p.  811. 
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cfiedttal,  marched  againfl,  him  with  a  poweiful  anfty,  hut 
could  not  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  attacking  him  before 
the  following  year.  In  the  mean  time,  MojUraa,  having  iti 
vain  waited  for  Lta'i  petfoimance  of  certain  engagements  he 
had  laft  year  entered  into  with  him,  when  he  perfuaded  him 
to  afliiroe  the  purple,  and  promifcd  to  fupport  him,  left  his 
winder -quarters  in  the  LtfferJJia,  and  rcfumed  his  march  iot 
CenfiantitupU.  Upon  his  arrival  at  yibydui,  he  made  the  ne- 
cel^ry  difpofidons  for  paOing  the  HeUtfpont,  and  tranrporting 
his  forces  \ato  Thrace  ;  which  having  done,  ajid  fent  orders  to 
StCmtii,  the  Kbalif^i  admiral,  to  appear  with  tlie  i^cct,  he 
defeated  the  imperial  army  that  covered  Con/ia/iii»«pU,  made  ■ 
bimfelf  maftcT  of  the  enemy's  camp,  and  c.^ufcd  the  city  to  he 
invefted  od  the  15th  day  of  JuguJ}.  Mefama,  or,  as  the 
Grttk  writers  call  him.  Ma/almas,  having  foon  after  opened 
the  trenches  in  form  before  the  city,  and  drawn  a  line  of  cir- 
cuinvallat ion  round  his  camp,  puflicd  on  the  Tiege  with  frcaC 
vigour.  On  the  rft  of  Sipumber,  SoUman,  according  to  Theo- 
pMiteSy  in  purfuance  of  the  orders  he  had  received,  appeared, 
with  the  Arab  fleet,  confiAing  of  men  of  war  of  a  monilroua 
fize,  belides  merchant-men  and  light  veflcis,  amounting  in 
all  Co  about  iSoo  (hips,  before  the  town,  in  order  to  block  it 
up  by  fea,  and  forward  the  operations  of  the  land-forces. 
Xwrenty  of  the  merchant-  men,  or  tranfports,  that,  by  reafon 
of  their  heavy  lading,,  failed  flower  than  the  rej>,  arriving  a 
few  days  after  the  grand  fleet,  were  fet  on  fire  by  fome  fire- 
fliips  fent  againft  them  Trom  the  citadel,  and  reduced  to  afhcs  % 
which  proved  a  very  confidcrablc  lofs  to  the  Arabi,  as  every 
one  of  them  had  100  foldieis  on  board,  armed  with  coats  of 
mail ;  all  which  were  cither  confumed  by  the  £ames,  or 
fwallowed  up  by  the  waves.  This  greatly  animated  the 
rarifbn,  and  ftruck  the  enemy  with  terror  and  conflcrnation. 
X  likewife  prevented  an  attack  on  the  fea-fide  of  the  city, 
which  the  enemy  propufed  to  have  made  with  a  great  part  of 
their  forces  thcveryday  on  which  this  aiillon  happened.  The 
following  winter  was  lo  fevere  in  Thrace,  that  the  ground  was 
covered  with  the  fnow  frozen  upon  it  an  hundred  days ;_  info- 
much  that  almofl  all  the  enemy's  horfes,  camels,  and  other 
beads  of  burden,  periflied  with  the  cold.  They  Joftliicewife 
a  vaft  number  of  men  by  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  and  - 
were  reduced  to  great  Araits  for  want  of  provifions.  They 
found  themlelves,  therefore,  incapable  of  making  any  con- 
fiderable  progrcfs  in  the  fiege  before  the  return  of  the  fpringj 
when  two  fleets,  one  of  800  fhips,  with  a  vafl  quantity  of  corn 
on  board  fromEgypt,  under  the  conrniand  of  Sopan,  and  another 
of  360  merchant-men,  or  tranfports,  laden  with  arms,  bag- 
gage, and  ptoviTioni,  from /^"'ci7,  under  the  conduci  of  rcz/*/, 
N  i  J      approached 
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approached  to  their  relief.  But  hoth  thofc  tdminls  having 
Tcccivei]  intelligence  of  the  fatal  cWaQs  of  the  liquid  or  fca. 
fire^  fo  called  becaufe  it  burnt  under  water,  being  the  iovca- 
tion  of  one  Cailinitui,  a  native  of  HeUafwHs  in  Egypt^  that 
had  dellroyed  the  twenty  tranfports  above-mentioned,  tiicy 
were  obliged  for  Tome  time  to  ftand  off  to  lea.  HowevcTt  at 
laft  they  ventured  to  draw  nearer  the  atv  %  but  were  Toon,  ftr 
the  molt  part,  conliimed  by  the  artiftclal  fire  difchargcd  upon 
them  from  certain  fw ift  veuels  and  biremes,  on  board  of  whidi 
a  proper  quantity  of  it  had  been  lodged  for  that  purpofc  All 
the  land  as  well  as  the  naval  forces  brought  by  thofe  fieets^  to 
reinforce  the  Mojhn  army  incamped  before  CenJIantSnepUy  and 
enable  it  to  carry  on  the  fiege  of  that  capital  with  more  vi- 
gour, were  cither  drowned  or  reduced  to  afhcs  in  this  a^oo ; 
and  the  Greets  carried  off  with  them  all  the  enemy's  baggage, 
money,  and  provifions,  that  had  efcaped  the  flames,  triumpb- 
aiitlytnto thetown.  About  thcfame time,adetachmetttof the 
imperial  forces  cut  to  pieces  a  body  of  the  Jrab  troops,  com- 
fnandcd  by  one  Mtrdafan,  that  had  ravaged  the  coafi  as  lar  ai 
Niiita  and  Nicemedia ;  which  cleared  theoppofitefhorc  of  the 
enemy's  parties,  and  enabled  the  emperor's  fubje£U  to  fupply 
,  the  befieged  with  necelTarics  from  thence ;  the  communicaiioo 
between  'Thract  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  ylfia  beine  now 
asopenasbeforethecommenccmemnf  the  liege.  TheUhii^ 
velTels  likewife  followed  their  occupation  in  the  Befptrus  and  the 
Prapentif,  without  any  difturbance  fr»m  the  Majltmi ;  fo  tint 
the  city,  at  this  juncture,  enjoyed  a  plenty  of  every  thing  that 
was  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  human  life.  The  Arabs,  cm 
the  other  hand,  were  fo  grievoutly  diftrefled  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions, that  a  famine  enfued  amongft  them ;  which  obliged 
them  to  feed  upon  horfes,  afles,  and  other  unclean  animals^ 
that  died  of  themfelvcs ;  nay,  uprin  human  excrements,  and 
even  at  laft  upon  one  another.  This  introduced  the  plague 
amongft  them,  which  f.vept  away  an  infinite  number  of  men ; 
and,  to  crown  all  their  misfortunes,  the  Bulgarians  attacked 
their  camp,  and  put  za,ooo  of  them  to  the  fword.  How- 
ever, the  people  of  dnftantimflt,  according  to  (bmc  of  the 
Jrab  hiftorians,  were  reduced  to  fuch  ftraits,  that  ^h^  ofiered 
M»ftrr.a  a  large  fum  of  money,  if  he  would  retire.  They  alfo 
intimate,  that  £«  outwitted  Moftma,  and  deprived  him,  by 
one  of  not  the  aioA  refined  flratagems,  both  of  his  Oiips  and 
provifions.  Nctwiihftanding  which,  that  general,  expecting 
a  reinforcement  from  SoUmiti,  then  at  Marj  Dabti,  near  Kin- 
tii/riit  and  Aleppa,  oblliiiately  perfifted  in  his  refolution  to  con- 
tinue the  fiegc  i>.  Some 
■  Joan.  Vas^ui,  ubi  Tup.  p.  698,  699,  700.  Thbopb^k. 
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,Ul»(l. 


C.2;  7^  Hiftory  of  the  Arabs.  197 

Some  atitbois  affirm,  that  Soltm&n  began  to  buiM  the  cttySoIinlD*/ 
of  RamiOf  or  Rjtma,  in  the  9Sth  year  of  the  Hejra ;  but  iMisfin  Ayiib 
luns  counter  to  what  has  b.cen  advanced  by  Ebn  Shehnah,'who^'"- 
relates,  that  he  was  there  at  his  brother's  death,  as  we  have 
already  obferyed.  It  Teems  more  probable,  that  he  only  Tortiiied 
thb  city,  in  order  to  fecure  it  from  the  infults  of  the  Jrabi  of 
Irakf  who  at  this  time  made  frequent  incurfions  into  Paltfltne. 
However,  StHman  is  faid  by  the  Jrab  wtiters  to  have  been  the 
firfl  who  adorned  RoTrda  with  a  line  palace,  a  lately  mofque, 
a  proper  number  of  aqueduSs,  and  other  public  buildings  { 
'  which  might  not  improbably  have  induced  fome  to  think,  tliat 
he  was  the  foui^er  of  that  city.  This  year  died  his  Ton 
ApA^  whom  he  had  obliged  the  Mejlemt  to  acknowledge  tha 
heir  apparent  to  the  crown  ;  after  which,  he  nominated  Omar 
£in  JibtTalaziz,  a  prince  of  exemplary  piety,  to  fucceed  him. 
But  Ihis  laft  event  is  more  properly  to  be  ranked  amongd  the 
tranfadions  of  the  following  year  ■■. 

The  ggth  year  of  the  i/«rfl,  part  of  the  7r7th  and  yiSthT'^Araba 
oif  tbe  Cbriftian  xra,  proved  very  unfuccefsful  to  the  Maj.imi.mttt  •with 
Al  Kbaman  afcended  mount  Aufina  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  Mfutetfi 
army,  and  attacked  the  cave  on  the  fummit  of  that  mountain, '"  Spain, 
where  Pthgius  had  polled  himfelf  with  1000  men,  being  the 
Qower  of  his  troops ;  but  was  repulfcd  with  the  lofs  of  20,000 
men,  according  to  fame  of  the  Spanijh  hiftorians.  This  fb  ■ 
animated  the  Cbrifilans  under  Pelagiui,  that  they  fallied  out  of 
tbe  cave,  fell  upon  the  /fmh  in  their  turn,  and  overthrew 
them  with  very  great  (laughter.  AI  Kbaman  himfcif  was 
l^iUed  in  the  ^dion,  and  Opfa  taken  prifoner ;  tho'  it  is  not 
certainly  known  what  afterwards  became  of  him.  As  for  the 
Ara&t,  who  efcaped  the  carnage  on  this  occafion,  they  were 
cither  obliged  to  Arow  themlelves  down  headlong  from  the 
precipices  of  the  mountains,  or  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
drifiiaiu,  who  put  them  immediately  to  the  fword,  Jn  the 
mean  time,  Tarif,  arriving  firft  at  the  Kha/fs  court,  accufed 
JMufa  of  fuch  enormous  crimes,  and  fupported  with  fuch 
convincing  proofs  his  accufation,  that  the  latter  was  not  only 
ill  received  by  Sol'iman,  but  likcwife  fined  by  him  in  a  very 
large  fum  of  money  ;  which  fo  affe£ted  him,  that  he  Toon 
^r  pined  away  with  grief.  One  of  the  crimes  laid  to 
MCJa'i  charge  was,  that  he  had  lecreted  moft  of  the  riches 

ilU  Tap.  p.  74.  GnEO.  AbuVFakaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  aoz,  203. 
Q'Hekbsl,  ubi  Tup.  p.  Sii.  *  Al  Maeih,  ubi  fup  p.  74. 
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pequlred  in  Spain  for  his  own  ufe,  and  rtfcrYcd  btrt  r  &nall 
■  part  of  them  for  the  Kkal^f;  upon  which,  he  was  noi  only  dc- 
prif  ed  of  the  honourable  poft  to  which  he  had  been  advancxd, 
but  likewife  oblig-rd  him  to  py  down  2,000,000  dirhimi. 
VVnd  bccaufe  Ajub,  of  whom  wc  have  fpolccn  above,  wis  re- 
lated to  A/fiya,  the  Kha'.jf  recalled  him  from  Spain,  and  fub- 
ftituted  Alahar,  or  Alahfy Ebn  Al-^trirobmeh  inhis  room.  Ail 
which  events  are  placed  by  the  5/>aB//&  writcti  in  theg^thycar 
of  the  Hejra  j  whereas,  in  truth  and  reality,  t!bcy  happened  in 
the  99th  of  that  xra ;  and  confequently  in  the  KbaSfat  of  St- 
(ifndn,  and  notoi  Al  fValid^  asthofe  writers  pretend.  Akhvr^ 
upon  his  arrival  in  S^ow,  being  informed  of  the  terrible  ha- 
vock  made  amongft  the  Arab  troops  by  Pelagius,  imputed  diii 
to  the  treachery  of  'Julian,  and  the  fons  of  fitixa  ;  vrhofe 
.  effefls  he  therefore  confifcated,  and  afterwards  put  them  all 

three  to  death.     Others,  however,  aiSrm,  that  rtiofe  traiton 
met  with  this  fate  before  MH/a's  departure  out  of  Spain.     Be 
that  as  it  will,  the  Mojiim  throne  was  occupied  by  SalimSn, 
the  brothet  of  Al  Watid,  the  97th,  98th,  and  part  of  the'99th, 
years  of  the  Hejra,  as  we  certainly  learn  from  the  bcft  of  the 
j^r/ii  hiftorians  "■ 
Mollema       Thz  fCiialifi  forces  before  C^nJfantinapU  having  been  lb 
raifit  ibe  weakened  by  fickncfs,  del'ertion,  the  attack  of  the  Bulgariaiii, 
gegtiif     the  various  afTauJrs  they  had  made,  and  the  Tallies  of  the 
Contlan-  garif -n,  that  they  defpaired  of  taking  the  city  cither  by  ftorm 
linople,     or  capitulation  ;   Mopma,  the  Arah  general,  found  hirofeir 
tindrtiurinsX.  laflr  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege.     The  army,  therefore,  by 
k""-        his  order,  decamped,  and  returned  into  the  LrJ/ir  Afia,  in 
the  99th  year  of  the  Hcjra,  after  having  fuftairied  an  in- 
credible lofs.     The  foldiers,  for  a  confideraWe  time,  were 
forced  to  live  upon  hides,  the  root*  and  leaves  of  tQces, 
the  nioft  noifonic  animJs,  their  own  excrements,  and  even 
fome  of  their  own  de^d  bodies,  as  has  been  already  obferrcd, 
before  they  abandorcd  the  enterprize  in  which  they  had  been 
fo  long  iir.barked.     Thesphanei  and  Cedretiui  relate,  diat  the 
Jral)  fleet,  with  the  Ibattered  remains  of  the  land-fon:cs  on 
board,  fet-fail  for  the  coall  of  AJra,  on  the  1  $A  of  Augu^,  the 
preftnt  year;  and  that,  on  this  very  day,  that  fleet  was  alinoft 
totally  deftr^ycd  by  a  dreadful  ftorm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and 
hail,  and  the  atlificial  fire  of  the  precis,  ten  fliipsonly  efcap- 
ing  the  common  deftruiiion :  in  which,  howcve"!',  thofe  writers 
are  not  fupportcd  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  any  Mofitm 
hiftorian.     The  calamities  fulTercd  by  the  inhabiunts  during 

•  RoDiRTc.  ToLETAN.  hiRor.  Arab.  c.  X.  Rasei,  Iiido*. 
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the  liege,   nhtch  continued,   according  to  fbme,    thirteon 

momhs,  or,  as  others  will  hai?e  it,  two  years,  or,  laftly,  if 

we  will  believe  Jbu'i-Faraj^  two  years  and  an  half,  are  not 

to  be  defcribod  ;  30,000  of  them  having  peri  (bed  with  hun- 

|er,  and  the  like  number  been  Avept  away  by  the  plague.  As 

for  the  Arab  troops,  fcarce  any  of  ihem  returned  home,  tho' 

rtie  genera!  himfclf  feenu  to  have  arrived  lafe  at  the  Mojltm 

court;  fo  that  the ^Wi^muft have loft'near  120,000  men  in 

this  fatal  expedition  *. 

The  iiune  year,  Selitnan  Ehn  Abd'elmglee,  emperor  of  the  Solim&nfi 
iattfaful,  on  the  2ift  dajr  of  the  month  Safar,  departed  this  ^"'tl>  tad 
life  «  Marj  Dabek^  in  the  diftriA  of  Kinnifr.n,  to  the  inex-  tharaavh. 
preffiblejcgretof  his  fubje<as.  He  had  fo  indearcd  himfelf  to 
them,  by  releafing  from  their  confinement  ali  the  prifoners  in 
his  dominions,  and  other  adi  of  clemency,  that  they  gays 
Um  the  furname  ti(  Afeftah  Jl  KhaiT,  or  lot  ktj  of  gaodntfi  j 
b^  which  it  plainly  appeared  what  a  high  regard  they  had  for 
hioi.  When  be  wai  on  his  death-bed,  he  lent  for  Raja,  bis 
ffax^,  or  J'ijir,  and  ordered  him  to  write  down  on  a  piece 
of  paper,  that  he  had  nominated  Omar  Ein  Md'alaziz,  hia 
coufin-german,  to  fucceed  him,  on  condition,  neverthelels, 
that  Tnid  Ebii  M^almaltc,  his  brother,  fhouU,  after  that 
quince's  dccealc,  be  called  to  the  fuccelBon.  I'his  writing 
having  been  figned  and  fealcd  iiv  form.  Raja,  by  his  com- 
mand, ajicmbled  all  the  nobles  and  grandees  of  his  court,  and 
made  them  take  an  oath  to  recognize  the  authority  of 'the  per* 
hn  named  Kbaiif  therein  after  his  death.  The  Meflim  lonls 
.then,  in  purfuance  of  anodier  order,  came  all  to  ^clitaMi 
bed's  head,  and  confirmed  in  his  prefence,  by  word  of  mouth, 
what  they  had  before  obliged  ihcmfelves  by  their  own  hand- 
writing, as  well  as  by  oath,  to  perform.  QmarEbn  AbSaU 
«»x,  one  of  them,  foon  after  meeting  Raja,  defired  him  to 
inform  him  who  the  Khal-f  AedpxcA  for  his  fuccefibr  ;  telling 
him  he  might  fafely  do  this,  as  he  knew  himfclf  to  be  excluded 
from  the  fucceHion,  as  he'  was  perfectly  eafy  in  that  matter^ 
■nd  as  be  fhould  fmcerely  congratulate  the  new  Kbalif  upon 
hii  nomination.  But  Raja,  being  a  man  of  gtea^  prudenco 
>nd  difcretion,  begged  to  be  excuied  from  revealing  that  fe* 
ctet,  reaflcmblcd  the  noblcflc,  as  foon  as  the  breath  w^  out 
of  StUmMi  body,  and  made  them  all,  without  exception,  re- 
peat the  oath  they  had  formerly  taken  ;  after  the  conclufton  of 
which  ceremony,  he  opened  the  pa|ier  wherein  the  fuccenbr'l  • 
(Uffle  was  written,  by  SeUmin'i  order,  and  immfdiaiely  pro* 

'  TuioPHAH.abi  Tap.  p.  334..  Gioae.  Cedreh.  ubifap.  p^ 
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daiined  Omar  tbn  jiiJ'alaziz  emperor  of  the  faithful.  Stti~ 
fain  was  fony-five,  or,  as  others  fay,  thirty-nine,  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  reigned  two  years  and  ei^C 
months,  wanting  only  five  days.  As  to  his  pcrfon,  he  was 
tall,  of  a  fair  complexion,  had  a  black  beard,  and  (eemed  to 
tread  upon  his  heels.  With  regard. to  his  difpofition,  be  Wat 
mild  and  merciful,  as  appears  from  what  has  been  already  ol>- 
fcrvcd  of  him,  and  a  great  lover  of  women.  He  died,  ac- 
cording to  fome,  of  a  pain  in  his  fide,  or,  as  others  will  have 
it,  of  an  indigeftion.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  if  tf hat 
fome  of  the  /trai  writers  relate  of  him  be  true,  vi%.  that  he 
could  eat  three  lambs  roaAed  for  breakfaft,  and  afterwatdf 
dine  very  heaitily  in  public;  or  if,  according  to  others,  he 
tifed  to  devour  no  lc&  than  an  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
meat  every  day.  However,  an  hifiorian,  followed  by  M 
Makin,  feems  to  intimate,  that  he  loll  his  life  by  drinking  a 
draught  of  milk,  into  which  fome  poifon  had  been  infufed, 
given  him  by  an  Arab^  fcnt  by  bis  brother  Ttzid  out  t^Pa- 
Itjiiru  for  that  purpofe.  Which,  if  it  be  true,  feems  to  im- 
ply, that  this  prince  knew,  or  at  Icaft  fufpe^ted,  and  was  dif- 
,  pleafed  with,  Selimm'i  manner  of  fettling  the  fuccdfion ;  is 
taking  himfclf  to  have  an  incontefVable  right  to  the  Khalifat^ 
^tcr  his  brother's  deccaie/  W  e  are  told  by  fome  of  the  eaftem 
hiflorians,  that  'Jaafar  Al  Barmiki^  one  of  Soiimdii'a  [vincipal 
counfellors,  advifed  him  to  coin  money  of  a  better  allay,  aii4 
a  higher  llandard,  than  that  llruck  in  the  reign  of  hi^i  father 
Abd'almalic ;  lb  that  the  finer  gold  and  filvcr  money,  ever  cur> 
rent  amongft  the  MoJUms  after  this  event,  from  this  Jaaftr 
received  the  name  of  'Jaoferian.  In  confirmation  of  which 
article,  it  may  be  oblerved,  that  the  writer  of  this  biftoty 
has  a  dirhem,  confifting  of  filver,  fufiiciently  fine,  ftnick  at 
C^fa  in  the  1 34th  year  of  the  Hejra,  being  the  3d  of  AbiiL 
AbhSs  Al  Saffab,  the  firft  Khalifoi  the  houfe  of  Al  Abhds^  of 
which  we  mall  give  our  readers  hereafter  a  mote  paniculac 
account.  That  article  will,  hovrever,  perhaps,  render  fuf- 
picioui  the  antiquity  of  the  dirhim  above -meniioncii,  bcloi^- 
ing  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxfvrdt  fiippofed  to  have  been  coincil 
at  W&Jit  upon  ihe  Tigris  about  nine  or  ten  years  before  the 
elevation  of  Selitnan  to  the  Mojltm  throne  [chat  alfo  exhibits 
another  mark  of  a  later  date)  the  filver  of  which  is  likewile 
fufficiently  fine  4. 
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Ths  Arab  writers  inrorm  us,    thnT  Salim&n  had  many  Scmi  etitr 
mvtt  i  and  that  one  of  thcfe  predicted  his  death  not  long  be-  partUu- 
forc  it  happened.     Teaid  Ein  Mehalltb,  jfttfalaziz  Ebn  Al  '-w*  rilat- 
Harttb  Ebm  AiHaitm,  an^  Fadl  Ebn  MobalUb,  fcrved  that '"I "*''»• 
prince  in  the  capacity  of  fccretaries  of  Aate  ;  MehamtntdEhn 
HAam  in  that  of  Kadi,  or  judge  ;  Caab  Ebn  KheUd  '.'I  /,b.iji 
in  that  of  captain  of  the    guards  ;  and  Abu  Obtldtih,    his 
frccd-qiin,  in  that  of  chamberlain.     The  firft  day  of  bis 
Khalifat  was   Sunday,  and  the  laft  Friday.     His  fucceflbr,  , 
Omar  Ebn  AbifaIaM%,  faid  the  funeral  prayers  over  him,  at'     ' 
the  time  of  his  interment.     The  infcription  of  bis  fcal  was, 
J  hditvf  in' God  our  Savitur,    Many  particulars  relating  to 
bim  may  be  met  with  in  the  Ptrfutn  writers,  that  hive  beea 
vhoUy  omitted  by  all  the  Arab  hiAorians  '. 

SECT.     XIV. 

N  obedience  to  ^A^iffxin's  will,  Omar  Ebn  Abd'ala^^  wasHtii_fite- 
■  proclaimed  Kbahf  the  day  on  which  his  piedeceJTur  died,  cndtdhj 
that  is,  the  loth,  or  zifl,  of  the  month  S^ar,  in  tl.e  99th  Omar 
year  .of  the  Hijra,  anfwering  to  the  month  of  Ftbruary,  in  the  Ehn  Ab- 
year  of  Christ  718.  ThcGrwi  writers  likewife  make  this  dWazi*. 
event  to  have  happened  about  the  fame  time ;  fo  that  their  au- 
thority, in  the  prefent  cafe,  fupports  the  concurrent  teilimony 
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of  AlMakin,  Abu  Jaafar  Airabari,  Abulftda,  Abut-Faraj,  Ebn 
Arrabih,  Eutychiia,  and  all  the  Other  belt  Arab  hiftorians.  His 
mother  Omm  A/em  was  the  daughter  of  As,  the  Ion  of  tht  Khali/ 
Omar.  He  fupprcJTed  the  fklemn  malcdi£tion  pronounced  by 
the  Kbali/s  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  after  the  conclufton  of 
4ivine  k'rvice,  from  the  acccflion  of  Maavjlyah  I.  to  the  death 
f^SaUmoL,  againd  the  name  of  Ali,  and  that  of  all  his  ta- 
ntly ;  every  member  of  which  was  curred  and  excommuni- 
cated, during  that  interval,  in  all  the  mofques  throughout  the 
empire.  Omary  according  to  Abu'l-Faraj,  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  people  from  the  pulpit,  which  he  afcended  immeJiaiely 
afier  his  inauguration,  on  this  occafion  j  wherein  he  rni:ea- 
Toured  to  infpite  them  with  lentimems  of  piety  an<l  modera- 
tion;  telling  them,  that  he  bore  not  the  ieaft  ill-will  to  any 
MtjUm ;  and  that  the  picked  only  had  rcafon  to  he  apprehen- 
fivc  of  mcering  witli  any  feverity  from  him.  After  which, 
he  gave  the  robe  he  had  on  to  ihe  pour,  and  came  down  from 
the  pulpit.  But  the  abolition  of  this  cuftum,  hrwever  right 
in  iifelr^  by  no  means  plealed  many  of  his  fuKjeiis;  who^ 
after  the  difmiffion  of  the  aflembly,  cried  out.  The  law  1$  ne- 

'  Al'Makin,  nbi  fua  p.  yt.    Euttch.  ubi  fup.  AuL  Lib 
T«ai\H,  £uoHDBMia,afc.  O'Hbiibel.  uhl  fup.  et  alib. 
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gUHfd!  the  law  is  negUSitd  !  He  likewire  caufiKf  fruits  of 
various  kinds  to  be  diSributed  amongft  his  fttrants,  bang 
afraid  of  an  ofiaffination.  We  are  toTd  by  Kbmdeteir,  that, 
as  Toon  as  Omar  was  falutcd  Khcllf,  the  moA  beautiful  and 
Jinefl  horfes  were  brought  him  out  of  his  predecdlbr*s  ftaUa ; 
all  which  he  refufed  ;  and  that,  mounting  tho  horic  he  ufindlf 
rode  upon,  when  a  private  pcrfon,  he  went  dircSly  to  his  own 
houfe ;  being  unwilling  to  incommode,  in  any  rof^^  the 
laft  Khalifa  family,  which  then  refidcd  in  the  palace.  Nor 
eeuld  he,  according  to  that  author,  be  prevailed  upon  to  tike 
poflelCon  of  any  of  the  apartments  affigned  him  as  KtaSf, 
till  SetimSn'i  domellics  and  relations,  fhamed  by  his  fupcrior 
modefty,  had  withdrawn  themfelves  from  thence,  However, 
notwithlianding  his  wrtuous  dirpofition,  if  we  will  believe  the 
Griii  h'lftorians,  he  petfecuted  the  Chriftiam  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  j  putting  to  death  thbfewho  perfilled  in  the  pro- 
fclBon  of  their  religion,  and  remitdng  the  tribute  of  thole 
who  became  converts  to  Mahammtdtjm.  He  is  alfo  faid  to 
have  written,  about  the  fame  time,  a  letter  to  the  emperot 
he»,  containing  an  expofition  of  his  faith,  in  order  to  make 
a  profelytc  of  that  prince.  About  this  time,  that  is«  the 
icystb  year  of  the  Hejra,  Alahsr^  or,  as  Roieric  of  7»IUi 
calls  him,  jflahor,  fent  a  body  of  troops  to  ravage  GaWa 
Warhimenjls,  and  the  hither  part  of  Spain^  into  which  great 
numbers  of  the  Chri/Hans  had  retired,  where  they  committed 
dreadful  devaftations ;  and,  according  to  the  lalt-mentioiMd 
author,  impofed  an  annual  tribute  upon  thofe  province!,  as 
well  as  Tome  other  parts  of  Spain  that  had  not  yet  been  plun- 
dered by  the  jfmhi.  Jlahor  alfo  treated  with  extreme  fevertty 
the  Cbrijitans  fettled  at  Carduba,  and  even  the  MofUmt  them- 
iyves  that  firft  came  into  Sfain ;  whom  he  opprellcd  with  fa- 
mine, impriConed,  and  put  to  various  kinds  of  tortures,  to 
compel  them  to  difcovcr  the  treafures  they  were  fuppofcd  to 
have  concealed.  Ab^alavzy  the  fon  of  M^fa,  who  married 
JSn^nVs  widow,  and  fixed  his  refidence  at  5«v//^,  isilfofaid 
to  have  been  aiTaflinated  this  year.  It  is  likewife  inrimatcuby 
fome  of  the  Spani/h  hiltorians,  that,  before  the  concludon  c>f 
it,  there  happened  a  very  remarkable  folar  cclipfe,  which  con- 
tinued three  hours,  and  was  vifible  dl  over  Spemi  during  a 
confiderable  part  of  which,  the  ftars,  as  in  the  night,  veiy 
cleariy  appeared '.  Tho' 

*  Theofhan.  abi  fup.  p.  334.  Ceored.  ubi  fnp.  p.  45a.  Abo 
Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  Al  Maeih,  ubi  fup.  p.  7^,  76.  Gkec 
Abu'l-Fara],  ubi  fup.  p.  204.  Ism.  Advlfed.  in  hift.  aniv, 
JEax  Arraueb,  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Alfemati.  ubi  fup.  p.  toj.  yict 
ipfi- Jos.  Sir.  A'sK^AN.  ibid.  Euttch,  ubi  fup.  p.  378, 379, 
P'litKBiL,  Siblioth'  orient,  in  art.  Omar  Pen  Ji/fa/axix,  p.  68^ 
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Tho*  Otnar  did  not  diflmgu'iDi  himfelf  in  2  miliftry  capa-  Wh»  £/■ 
city,  he  dtfcovered  a  moft  humane  and  bmorolcnt  difpofltion,  ewirtii  «« 
and  a  temarkable  afFe£tion  for  the  houfe  of  yiH,  on  Icveral  oc-fi^"^<'^'f- 
ofions.  The  fupprdEon  of  tbcfolemn  malediction  above- "/^''« 
mentioned  was  the  firft  inconteftabfc  proof  of  this.  TYit^''"''  "f' 
principal  ciitumftancei  preparatory  to,  and  attending,  thit-^^T'-'^r 
unexpefied  event,  have  been  related  in  the  following  manner'*'^^* 
by  KbonJtmtr,  the  Ptrfian  hiftorian.  OmaTy  having  fome'' ^^ 
conveifation  with  a  Jtw,  faid  to  him,  amongft  other  things, 
jfjk  cf  me  eiu  day  or  other  in  public  my  daughter  in  marriage. 
This  the  Jew  did,  and  was  anfwcred  bv  llic  Khalifa  How  can' 
fucb  a  tbiTig  be,  finct  ysu  and  I  are  ef  different  reltgims.  To 
this  the  Jew  replied,  Did  not  Mohammed  give  hit  ifiughttr 
in  marriage  te  Ali  ?  The  tn^t  there,  laid  Omar,  was  quite  dif- 
ferent :  for  Alt  wai  a  Moflem,  and  has  heetl  the  commander  of 
the  faithful.  fVhj  then,  returned  the  Jew,  do  you  curfe  him 
pubiickly  in  your  mofques  ?  Upon  which,  the  K/>aIf,  turning 
his  fiice  towards  the  principal  of  his  courtiers  then  prefent, 
isid  to  them,  Anjwer  this  Jew.  But  finding  them  greatly  em- 
barraHed,  and  that  they  had  no  anfwer  to  make,  he  declared, 
that,  for  the  future,  that  malediflion  Ihould  be  fupprelTed; 
and  that,  in  the  room  of  it,  there  fhovld  be  pronounced  the 
following  veifc  of  the  Koran :  "  For^vr  us,  Lord,  our  fins  j 
"  pardon  lilcewifc  all  our  brethren,  who  make  profeffion  of 
*•  the  fame  feith  that  we  do  ourfelves."  Ein  Shohnah  re- 
lates, that  the  verfe  fubftitutcd  tn  the  room  (rf  tlic  malediction 
was,  **  God  commands  us  to  obferve  juftice,  and  do  good." 
Which  formula,  however,  according  to  that  author,  did  not 
fiJly  take  place  before  the  icoth  year  of  the  Utjra,  That 
.  year  likcwife  Omar  conftituted  Ayub  Ebn  Serjabit  governor  of 
£gjpt.  This  Khalifaih,  about  the  fame  time,  as  a  mark  of 
his  r^ard  for  the  race  of  /f/i,  ordered  reftiiuiion  to  be  made 
to  his  dcfcendents  of  the  territory  of  Fidai,  given  M  by  Afo'' 
hamr^edy  when  he  bellowed  his  daughter  upon  him  in  mar-^ 
riage;  and  appointed  a  particular  receiver  to  collect  the  reve- 
nues of  that  dlllri£l,  and  diflribuie  them  amongft  thofe  that 
deduced  their  origin  from  the  children  Ali  had  bv  FStemay 
from  time  to  time,  by  equal  portions.  'Tis  no  wontjer,  there. 
ft)rc,  that  many  of  the  Moflems,  at  this  Jurflure,  Otould  have 
declared  openly,  that  the  houfe  of  y/y./£Ji7J  had  more  right  to  tJie 
Khalfat  than  thzt  of  Ommiyah  ^  as  being  defcendcd  in  adired 
line  from  Aid'aHkotalkb,  the  grandfather  of  Mohammed,  as  well 
as  that  of /^/ihimfelf,  which  had  no  other  advantage  over  them, 
than  that  their  great  p'ogenitor  had  efpouied  Fatema,  the  daugh* 
ter  of  the  prophet.     For,  that  the  fubjcdts  of  the  JHoJUm  emT 

Ro'dekic.  Toletar.  hift.  Arab.  ex.    Ri)i|9,  Joanh|«  Vai 
fjlVI,  ia  Hilp'  cbtoD.  p.^ot, 
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plre  b^ao  adually  to  talk  after  this  manxKr,  in  the  lootb 
year  of  the  Hijra^  wc  learn  from  fome  of  the  bcft  oriental 
hiftorians  *, 
Omar  The  followiog  year,  b«ng  the  loift  year  of  the  H^rt, 

Ebn  Ab-  and  commencing  7if^  Z4th,  7191  one  Sbtizib  having  revolted 
d'alaziz  t  againft  Onier,  under  divera  religious  pretexts  j  the  Koaiifvmitt ' 
""'*  to  him,  that,  if  his  intention  was  only  to  reform  religion  and 
<  the  ftaie,  »  hofc  interefts  he  took  to  be  infcparable,  he  might 
come  to  court,  where  they  would  concert  together  the  moft 
proper  mcafures  for  fettling  all  points  according  to  his  dcHre. 
Soon  after  SHxii  received  the  KbaKTs  letter,  he  fcnt  two 
deputies  to  reprelcnt  to  him,  that  he  had  no  fubjc£t  of  com- 
plaint aeainft  his  perfon,  as  he  could  not  but  acknowledge 
him  to  Dea  very  juA  and  equitable  prince;  but  that  fince,  by 
his  own  condiia,hehad  vifibly  condcmnedthatofthe£^)/j^ 
of  hishoufe  and  family,  he  ought  to  caufe  them  to  be  curfed  pub- 
lickly  in  the  morques,  as  ihey  had  done  to  yfH  and  his  pofterity, 
during  their  rerpe6tive  reigns.  The  deputies'having  executed 
theii  mailer's  orders,  Omar  anfwered  them  in  the  following 
terms :  "  As  what  you  require  of  me  relates  to  another  world, 
"  and  not  to  this,  I  Ihould  think  myfelf  guilty  of  a  very 
*'  great  fin,  if  1  complied  wi;h  your  requeJl.  For,  we  da 
**  not  find,  that  Gos  has  commanded  his  prophet  to  curfe 
**  any  one ;  nor  arc  we  authorized  by  his  word  to  treat  a  per- 
"  fon  in  that  manner,  on  account  of  his  wicked  life  i  iiace 
"  Pharaoh  himfelf,  who,  with  fo  much  impudence  arrogated 
"  to  himfelf  divine  honours,  was  never  formally  lurfed  for  his 
**  enormous  crimc-t.  Much  lefs  can  I  crdt^r  a  fuiemn  malc- 
*'  di^iontobe  publickly  pronounced  aga'nft  the  houfe  ofOn- 
*'  miyah,  my  iclatinns,  who  pray  conitantly  at  the  ufual  times, 
*^  obferye  the  ftated  falls,  and  pc'form  all  the  other  religious 
«  duties  of  the  Mifiina."  The  deputies,  not  being  able  to 
qiake  any  reply  to  fo  obvious  a  truth,  opened  to  him  another 
of  their  griefs,  and  faid,  "  But,  Sir,  ought  fo  juft  and  equi* 
**  table  3  prince,  as  your  majefty  is,  to  le^ve  his  crown  to  an 
**  impious  and  abandoned  fuccelTor  ?"  The  Kbal.fto\A  them, 
diat  liich  a  cafe  as  this  might  poffibly  happen,  and  peibap 
not  [  and  that  therefore  they  ought  to  leave  to  Providence  the 
difpofalof  future  events.  To  which  they  inllantly  replied, 
that  "  they  knew  YexidEbn  AbiTalmaUc,  who  had  been  de- 
'*  clared  his  fucccflbr,  to  be  pojieflcd  of  all  the  bad  qualities 
•'  that  could  be  inherent  in  the  moft  flagitious  prince."  Ac 
ihefe  words,  Omar  could  not  forbear  fliedding  tears,  and  de- 

'  Aio  J*AFAR  Al  Tabar.  Al  M^KiN,  ct  Greg.  AboV 
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iircd  three  days  time  to  think  of  a  proper  anfWer  to  ithat  oh 
this  occa0on  they  hail  ruggeflcd  to  him.  The  mcmbcn  of 
the  houfc  of  -Ommijah,  having  been  apprized  of  the  particu> 
lars  of  this  conference  between  Omar  and  Sh&iib's  deputies, 
were  afraid  left  the  A'Aff/i/f  fhould  change  the  order  of  fuccef- 
fion,  and  transfer  the  Khalifat  to  another  family.  For  this 
reafon,  they  rcfolved  to  difpatch  him ;  and  therefore  bribed  a 
Have  to  poilon  him  i  which  villainous  defign  was  carried  into 
execution  this  prefent  year.  He  died  the  25th  of  Rajih^  afier 
a  (bort  reien  of  two  years  five  months  and  ^urteen  days,  be- 
ing then  either  33,  37,  39,  or  40,  years  of  age,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  monaltery  of  St.  Simeon,  lituated  near  the  little 
town  of  Mabarat,  one  of  the  dependencies  of  Utms ;  tho'  his  , 
fepulcbre  was  in  the  monailery  of  The  Cev)  at  MaerraNoemam^ 
according  to  the  common  opinion.  We  muR  here  beg  leave 
to  inform  our  readers,  that  Maerra  Noeman',  or  Maarra  Al 
Notman^  was  a  very  large  city  of  Syria,  between  Hamatb  and 
jfltppe,  in  the  province  of  Heau,  that  derived  its  name  from  Al 
WoomanEbnBaJbirAiSahabittTiA  had  annexed  to  it  a  territory  of 
a  very  confiderable  extent.  This  difbifl  abounded  with  olives, 
figs,  piflachos,  and  various  other  kinds  of  fruits.  It  flood  near 
the  river  Kvwaii,  that  wafbes  the  fuburbs  of  Aleppo  i  and  a- 
little  to  the  fouth  of  it  there  was  formerly  a  fepulchre,  in  which 
fome  of  the  Sjrian  Amis  ridiculoufly  imagined  the  remains  of 
Jafiua,,  the  fon  of  Ntitt,  to  have  been  depolited ;  which  might 
poffibly  have  occafioned  the  vulgar  error  mentioned  by  Al  Ma^ 
ii»,  relatit%  to  the  fttuation  of  the  KbalifOmar  Ebnjbd'al- 
azi^s  tomb.  But,  for  a  particular  deKription  of  Maam 
AlNeaman,  or  Marti  Naemani,  and  its  territory,  we  muf(  refer 
our  curious  readers  to  the  oriental  geographers,  who,  in  this 
point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfaclion  ". 

Th  S  Cbrifiiaju  of  Damafcus  being  pcrfeSly  well  Acquainted  A  £/^ 
with  the  mild  and  equitable  difpolicion  of  ^is  Khalif  com-  irt^eem 
plained  to  him  of  the  violence  offered  them  by  his  prcdecelTor  '^  Chri- 
Al  fVetid,  when  he  took  from  them  by  force  the  church  of  St.  ^i"'  "^ 
John  in  that  city ;  and  at  the  fame  time  (hewed  hiiri  the  in-  Moflema 
ftrument  figned  by  AWW  Ebn  Al  ffallJ,  when  Damafcus  was"'  J**" 
taken  ;  by  which  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the*"  *•*** 
pcfleffion  of  all  their  churches,  was  to  be  effeflually  fccurcd  to 
them  and  their  poflerity.   They,  therefiwe,  humbly  petitioned 
Omar  Ebn  AbJ'alaziz,  that  the  faid  church  of  5/.  jeba  might, 

■  D'HsKBEL.Biblioth.  orient,  in  art.  Owdrfin^ji/'e/axiz,  p. 
689,  690.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  TASAxr,  Al  Maein,  Eutycm. 
Im.  AxvLrsD.  ec  Greo.  Abu'L'Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  Abulfsd.  in 
Syr.  GoLti  not.  ad  Alfregan.  p.  276.  Alb.  Schult.  ind.  geo* 
graph,  in  vit  Salad,  in  toc.  Meara.  Logd.  fiauvor.  1732, 
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.  In  conicquence  of  thst  writing,  be  then  rdtorsd  to  them. 
But  the  Kbalify  apprehending  that  fuch  a  reftituiion  migfat 
excite  cummotions  amongfl  the  Mcjlems^  begged,  that,  in' 
lieu  of  their  church,  they  would  accept  of  the  (iim  of  money 
that  had  been  offered  them  by  Ai  IValid  on  the  fame  occafion, 
namely,  40,ocD  Mmrs^  and  with  it  build  a  new  church  in 
fome  other  part  pf  the  town.  The  Chrlfii^ns  abfolutety  re- 
futing this,  they  were  told  by  Abu  Edrii  Al  Uelvjanty  that, 
hy  virtue  of  the  irjQrument  mentioned,  they  wete,  indeed,  io- 
tituled  to  the  pofleflior  of  ^11  their  churches  in  that  part  of 
the  city,  which  was  taken  by  capitulation  ;  but  that  all  tfaoft 
In  the  other  part,  which  was  carried  by  ftorm,  by  right  of  con- 
queft,  belonged  to  the  Moflems.  In  order,  therefore,  to  fetilc 
this  afl^ir  to  the  fatisfaiition  of  both  parties,  he  pri^>ofedf 
that  the  church  of  St.  Jabn^  which  the  KhaRfiysA  ordered  to 
be  reftorcd  to  them',  upon  their  refufal  of  the  money  offered, 
fiiould  be  ceded  by  the-  Chrijlians  to  the  Mn/lfms  \  and  that, 
upon  this  condition,  the  former  fliould  remain  in  pof1eQi<»i  ik 
all  the  churches  in  that  part  of  the  town,  and  the  territory 
belonging  to  it,  laid  cliira  to  by  the  latter.  This,  after  mudi 
wrangling  and  altercation,  was  agreed  to  on  both  Hdes,  and 
confirmed  by  Omar,  who  wrote  out  an  inftrument,  or  fcbe- 
dule,  with  his  own  hand,  to  prevent  any  future  incroacb- 
menis.  But,  noiwithftanding  the  uptightnefs  and  integrity  of 
^cKbslf,  this  muft  be  nltowed  to  have  been  an  iniquitous 
decifion.  For,  as  KhaUd  Ehn  Al  fValld,  who  took  one  part 
of  -Damafcits  fword  in  hand,  granted  by  the  aforefaid  fche- 
dule,  that  he  (igned,  and  which  was  the  refult  of  the  Khcttft 
own  particular  decifion,  the  poflelCon  of  all  the  churches  in 
that  quarter  to  the  Chrijlians,  and  their  pofterity,  through 
every  future  period  of  time  ;  fo  the  validity  of  this  fchedtJe 
ought  not  to  have  been  denied,  nor  even  called  in  queflion  by 
any  fucceeding  KhaHf,  or  Mojkm  power,  whatfoever  '. 
Saihhu-  We  arc  told  by  Mohammed  Ebrt  Emir  Khcandjbuh,  diat 
mimtr  iM  when  the  poifon  taken  by  Omar  began  to  operate  upon  him, 
^  iaft  and  he  was  very  ill  in  bed,  his  friends  repiefented  to  him,  that 
Jltiatfi.  he  ought  to  make  ufe  of  fome  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  hi» 
health.  Buthe  told  them,  thathe  wasfoperfeftly  refignedto 
the  will  of  God,  and  (b  firmly  perfuaded  of  the^fatal  and  in- 
evitable term  of  human  life,  that  he  would  not  fo  much  as 
,  rub  the  tip  of  his  ear  with  a  little  oil,  in  order  to  be  cured  of 

his  prcfeat  indifpofitjon .     The  fame  author  adds,  that  he  was 
,   fo  extremely  frugal,  that  he  took  no  more  than  two  dinars  a 
day  out  of  the  royal  trtafury,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  himfelf 
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•od  his  domellics ;  thu  lu  never  wore  any  rich  or  fumptuouc 
^qmsrel ;  and  that  his  Divan  was  generally  held  in  a  place  but 
Vtue  tUuminated,  where  hcfat  always  upon  the  groumi  *. 

A«  a  faithcr  inJtancc  of  this  Kbalifi  great  humility,  it  has  4fie-tbtr 
been   obferved  bf /^V /arvy,  th»t  when  he  wa<  vijiicd  by  "fi""'*  *f 
JHoflema  Ei«  Ji/talmd/tt,  in  hia  laft  ficlcnefs,  he  lay  upon,  a  ^"f"^ 
bed  made  6f  palm-tree  leave*,  fupported  by  a  pillow  formed  '•"y'^'y 
<rf  beajb  fkins,  and  covered  with  a  common  ordinary  gar-     ..^^' 
metit.    His  lips  appeared  flaccid  and  of  a  livid  colour,  and^"  '^' 
he  bad  on  a  dirty  fliirt.    MejUma  could  not  forbear  blaming 
bk  fitter  Fittma,  who  was  Omar's  wife,  for  ful^i  ing  the  em- 
peror of  the  tiiithfiil  to  be  exhibited  to  any  peii'on's  view  ia 
ib  mean  and  fordid  a  condition.     But,  in  order  to  juJIify  her 
own  conduA  on  this  occafion,  Jbc  alTured  AJoJitma,  that  the 
Kb^  had  never  another  Ihirt  to  put  onj  which,  after  thanks 
had  been  returned  to  God,  for  enduing  fo  great  a  prince 
mth  fiich  a  meek  and  humble  dirpofUion,  drew  tears  from 
that  geneial.     This  writer  his  farther  remarlced,  that  the  daily 
cxpence  of  Omar  Bhn  Miaiaa%  did  not  amount  to  above 
two  Jirbimi  r. 

One  of  the  principal  MoJUm  do^ort,  named  MajUJhutt,  Majd-  - 
Idling  into  a  trance,  and  being  lodccd  upon  as  dead  by  ajl  the  AiOnV  «/• 
peofrie  abotit  hun,  waa  accoftcd  by  an  angel,  that  carried  bis/"*- 
ibul  to  the  gate  of  the  firft  heaven  i  which  was  immediately 
opened  to  them.  From  thence  they  continued  their  journey 
Co  the  feventh  heaven,  where  Mthemmtd  is  fuppofed  to  irftde. 
Upon  their  entrance,  the  angel,  that  conduced  Majijhurt't 
ibul  thither,  being  afkcd  who  he  had  brought  with  him  i  aa- 
fwered,  Majijbun,  Hi  it  ntty  faid  another  angel,  U  bt 
admtui  iHte  this  fka,  btfart  the  tKpiratitn  sf  a  ctrtMn ptr'ui 
»f  time.  The  Mojkm  doftor,  therefore,  was  reoondufied  t» 
the  planet  from  whence  he  came  by  his  ccleftial  guide, .  How- 
ever, Majijhin  informed  bit  friends  (for  he  himfdf,  it 
feeras,  publithed  this  account  of  his  pretended  vilion)  that  he 
had  «  tianficnt  view  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  feventh  heaven, 
and  particularly  of  Mcbammed,  who  had  on  each  fideof  Jiim 
^iu  Beer  and  Omar,  and  held  Omar  Ebn  Abttaiasjz  in  his 
bolem,  and  between  his  arms.  Maj&Jhitn,  being  furprlzed 
that  die  latter  Qiould  have  a  more  honourable  fituation  alEgned 
bim  In  heaven  than  the  former,  alked  the  reafon  of  this,  and 
tecetved  for  anfwer,  that  Abu  Beer  andOnor  had  been  emi- 
nent fisr  their  juftice  and  good  worlcs  at  a  time  when  the  Mi^- 
Umi  were  difUnguifhed  by  their  piety  and  zeal  for  the  true  re- 
ligion i  but  that  Omar  Ebn  Abifalanix  furpafled  them  in  this, 
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'  that  he  poflcflcd  all  their  virtues  in  an  age  of  injuftice  and 
corruption  *. 
Oaaft  With  regard  to  his  perlbn,  Omtir  was  fwartiijr,  xs  moA 
dw-aair.  of  the  Jrahs  are,  lean,  had  a  handfome  fcce,  and  in  k  the 
fear  of  a  wound  he  had  received  from  a  wild  bead  in  hb 
yovngcr  years.  Notwithllanding  his  youth,  be  had  a  confi- 
oerabTc  number  of  grey  hairs,  which  probably  made  him  x^ 
pear  foraething  older  than  lie  really  was.  As  to  his  difpofition^ 
he.  was  extremely  juft,  religious,  and  devout  i  and  had  fixed 
his  mind,  in  a  manner  from  his  infancy,  intirely  upon  the 
other  world.  He  feems  to  have  been  the  brighteft  ornament 
of  the  Mejkmt  in  that  wicked  and  degenerate  age*  Aiter  bis 
death,  the  houfe  to  which  he  ufed  frequently  to  redre,  bdif 
then  fhut  up,  Was  opened;  thevfrairhopingtodifcoveracoii' 
fiderable  treaftire  in  it :  but,  upon  examination,  tfaey  found 
only  there  a  dofe  thick  riding  veft,  that  he  fometimes  wore, 
it)d  a  Ibrt  of  rope  or  cord  hung  up,  with  which  he  now-and- 
then  amufed  himfelf,  after  his  fpirits  had  been  exbaufted  by 
long  and  fervent  prayer.  His  fecrecaries  of  Hate  were  R^a 
£in  Tahya  Al  Kendi,  SoUmaifa  vilir,  and  Ebn  Mi  RaJtia ;  fail 
judge,  or  Kadi,  jfbJ'alUh  Elm  Sa'id  Al  Anfali  ;  the  captain 
of  his  guards,  Rawah  Ebn  Texid  Al  Sakfaki ;  and  his  cham- 
berl^ns,  Hobai^  and  Raja,  his  fervants.  The  infciiptioa 
of  his  feal  was,  Omar  the  fin  of  Abd'aLaziz  biHnus  is 
God.  The  ficft  day  of  his  KbaH/at  was  Saturday,  and  the 
laft  Friday.  The  reafon  why  Salim&t  preferred  him  to  his 
own  children  was,  becaufe  they  were  too  young  to  afccod  the 
Mtjlem  throne,  as  may  be  inferred  from  Abu'T-Faraj .  The 
auth6n  followed  by  Al  Maiin  make  his  mother  to  have 
been  the  daughter  of  the  fecond  KhalifOmar  \  who,  they  lay, 
before  his  death,  declared,  that  his  daughter  Ihould  bring  forth 
a  fon,  who  would  fill  the  world  with  juftice.  We  have  a 
particular  hiftory  of  the  life  and  aiSions  of  this  Kbaltf,  com- 
pofed  by  Mohammtd  Ebn  Haftin  Al  Ajari,  t  writer  of  coa> 
£dcrable  note,  who  died  in  the  year  of  the  Hfjra  360  K 
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y«zid  A  S  TtzSd  Ebn  AbfalmSlec,  by  his  brother  Salim&n'i  late  fet* 
Ebo  Ab-  -^  tiement  of  the  fucceffion,  was  to  afccnd  the  Mofitm 
d'almaJec  throne  after  the  death  oi  Omar  Ebn  Abd'alazlz,  he  was  fa- 
/aeetedi  luted  Khallf  the  fame  day  that  his  predeccfTor  died.  His  mo- 
Omar,      ther  Atitab  was  the  daughter  of  Trsdd  Ebn  MtHtviyab  Ebn 
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j#«£^*(f, and  the  furnamcurua]]}' applied  toV\m Abu KhSUd.  , 

'Xis  worthj"  obfervation,  that  the  Arab  hiftorians  have  Iranf- 
mitted  down  to  pofteiity  ihe  names  of  their  emperors  mothers, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  fomc  of  the  (acred  writers  have  done 
tbofe  of  the  mothers  of  the  k:ngs  of  Judah  and  Jfratl,  Nor 
is  this  to  be  vondcred  at ;  the  cuflotns  of  the  Arabs^  as  well 
as  their  phrafes,  proverbs,  afid  manner  of  expreffion,  hav- 
ing a)I  along,  in  moff  particulars,  agreed  with  thofe  of  the 
Htbremt,  who  flourlfhed  even  in  fome  of  chc  catliefl  periods. 
of  the  world  ". 

As  (bon  as  Ytzti  Ebn  Abd'almalec  came  to  the  crown,  hcMofleitia 
removed  all  the  governors  of  provinces,  who  had  been  proij^Arw 
moced  to  their  rcrpeitive  pofts  by  his  prcdeceflbr  Omar ;  which  '*'  ''fbtl 
Undoubtedly  excited  fe vera!  commotions  in  the  empire.  The fe,  ^' '''"»_ 
however,  were  probably  foon  extinguilhed,  as  we  fcarce  find  "l'^ ^^f' 
any  mention  made  of  them  in  hiftory.     But  the  rebellion  of    '  T."* 
TezidEbn  Al  MohalUb  Ebn  Abu  Safra,  which  happened  in  ^^^'^J^^-^^^ 
year  of  the  Hijra  loi,  created  a  jood  deal  of  trouble  to  the        ^ 
KhaHf.     Ytiid,  knowing  that  this  prince,  by  his  ill  qualitie!=t 
had  rendered  himfelf  extremely  difagieeable  to  the  Mejlimt,  re- 
nounced'his  allegiance  to  him  ;  and,  havingdrawn  together  K 
ftrongbody  of  troops  at  Bcyri7,  advancetf  toC(i/tf,  the  capital  of 
the  Arabian  Irai,  where  he  met  with  a  confiderable  reinforce- 
ment.    Ytzid  Ebn  AbiatmalK,)yiir\zm\otmKi  of  Ebn  Al  Mt- 
balleb'i  defeaion,  fent  his  brother  A^fmo  inAAlAbldiEbn  Al 
ff^aliAi^mft  him,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  j  who,  com- 
ing up  with  the  rebels,  fell  upon  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  ihey 
flew  a  great  number  of  Aiem  upon  the  fpot,  and  pui  the  reft 
to  flight.     Tnld  Ebn  Al  MoholUb  bimfelf  having  been  killed 
in  the  a^on,  Mefiema  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  fcnt 
it  immediately  to  the  Khalif.    However,  Ebn  Al  Mthalkb'i 
fon  MtuvAjah,  with  fome  of  his  father's  troops,  made  hi> 
efrape  lo  Hormix,  where  the  rebel  Tezid  had  before  built  a 
fortrefs,  thit  was  deemed  impregnable,  in  order  to  ferve  him 
for  a  retreat,  in  cafe  any  misfortULies  (hould  happen  to  him.  But 
his  governor  there  refufmg  to  open  the  gates  to  Moutulyah,  he 
was  purfued  by  the  Khat.f^i  generals,  after  fcveral  other  fuc- 
ceffive  defeats,  as  far  as  the  iadui.    The  writers  followed  by 
Al  Makin,  however,  give  us  a  different  account  of  Mt!i'M- 
yah'%  motions.     After  his  father  had  been  overthrown,  ac- 
cording to  thc'm,  he  fled  with  great  precipitation  to  H'dfei, 

k  Abu  Jaafak  Al  TabaR.  Al  Makin.  ubi  fup.  p.  78. 
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where  he  found  Adi  Ebn  Jrtahy  the  KboliTs  govemoF  of 
Bafray  whom  he  ordered,  with  thirty-two  of  his  men,  to  be 
put  to  the  fward.     From  Waftt^  if  we  will  believe  theie  au- 
thors, Aioau/iyah  and  his  troops  made  the  belt  of  their  way  to 
Bafra,  and  afterwards  endeavoured  to  reach  Si»£a  ;  but,  being 
overtaken  by  a  body  of  the  Khalir&  forces*  uodcr  the  com- 
mand oiHalalEin  JiMrJlMoZiini,  fcnt  id  purfuit  of  them  bf 
Mo^cma,xi[cy  were  all  either  cut  to  pieces  or  taken  phfoners; 
xnd  the  latter  being  conduced  \oDtimafcut  by  the  gcDer&l's 
•    order,  Ynid  cau&d  them  aD  to  be  put  to  death.   Mafitmay  fos 
his  eminent  fervices,  was  appointad  by  the  Khalif  wivaiMT  of 
Irak,  and  bad  the  Iteutenaiicy  of  Khorafdn  alTo  conKrrcd  upon 
Aim  :  but,  upon  fome  difguJl,  as  it  fhould  feem,  he  was  fooa 
deprived  of  both  thofe  pol}&,  and  fucc^eded  in  them  b^  Otiimp 
Eta  fiaiira  Al  Faxart ;  tho*,  according  to  jttu'l-Ferejy  Owtt 
pTcfidcd  over  Khtrajan,  as  well  as  both  the  Ferfian  and  Ata- 
hian  Irak,  before  the  extin£iioa  of  the  late  rebellion.     Nor 
does  it  appear  from  that  authgc,  that  Mofitnta  had  ever  ditf  di- 
reflion  or  management  of  affairs  in  any  of  thofe  provinces. 
Omar,  being  fettled  in  his  government,  fcnt  a  btidy  of  the 
Mofltm  troops,  under  the  conduS  of  Al  Jarab  Ebn  Ahtr^Uaby 
cither  to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Turkifi  territories,  or  to 
force  t\ic1'urks  to  abandon  the  ^^m  pfovinces.     Aljarak 
executed  his  orders  with  great  bravery,  made  htDijelf  mailer 
of  a  fortrels  called  MtUabary  or  Mibaharg,   placed  in  Jl 
Turk,  or  Turktjiany  by  Al  Maktn,  and  drove  Ebn  H^y  the 
7urkijh  KhSn,  or  KbakAn,  before  him  from  place  to  pisxc 
But  notwithlianding  this,  the  Kh^n,  having  received  a  teio- 
fbrcement,  w^ted  for  Al^arab  at  Ardti(tly  in  the  province  of 
Jdirhijatiy  engaged  him  there,  and,  alter  a  vigoroui  a£li«it 
intirely  defeated  him,  putting  both  him  and  the  greatelt  paiC 
of  the  troops  he  commanded  to  the  fword.     However,  M^ 
.   Umay'wk  a  mort  time,  advancing  againftfMi/^/'^  with  another 
'  Arab  army,  at  )a{l  came  up  with  tum>  overttirew  him  in  a 
pitched  battle,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  not  only  the 
province  of  Adtrbijiny  but  every  other  part  of  the  Kbattfa 
dominions.     About  the  lame  time,  TmJd  deprived  Ayi^  Eb» 
StrjabU  of  the  government  of  Egypt,  to  which  honour^Ie 
poll  he  had  been  advanced  by  Omar  Ebn  Abd'alax.ixy  and  bb- 
ftttifted  in  h)3  room  Bajhar  Ebn  Safivan  Al  CaSii ;  who  was 
afterwards  fent  to  Africa,  and  fucccedcd  by  his  brother,  Ham- 
Jalab  Eta  Sajvidn,  in  Egypt.    But,  upon  his  beinv  depofcd 
in  the  104th  year  of  the  iifjra,  Mtbammed  Ebn  Abd'abnaUc 
Ebn  Merwarty  by  the  Khalifs  appointment,  alTumcd  to  him^ 
felf  the  lieutenancy  of  that  country.     All  which  events,  ic- 
curding  to  the  cailcrn  hiftorians,  were  Ibme  of  ^e  tranf- 
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^%oiu  of  the  loift,  io2d,  103d,  and  104th,  yean  of  the 

a^a  *. 

XVe  find  little  faid  of  this  KhaHf\ij  the  Greik  vrwcT^MnlifaiJ 
Yhtvphaiuj  only  obferves,  that  Izid,  the  name  he  gives  Texi/i,  "f  'hh 
fiiccecded  Utnar,  or  Omar,  who  reigncil  but  two  years  andKhaljf^ 
four  montlu ;  that  this  Iz4dy  at  the  mitigation  of  a  Jnu  of '^'  Greek 
LaoJiua,  who  promifed  him  a  reign  of  furiy  ye3rs,-aa  a  re-*""""* 
"wsurct  for  hia  impiety,  published  an  cdii£t  againil  imaees,  in-  . 

joining  his  fuhjcifb  to  dcftroy  all  thofc  erected  by  the  Chrijiiant 
iti  their  churches  throughout  the  ^^ifm  empi.e;  that  he  Hew 
Ixi4t  the  fon  of  Mualaby  that  is,  Yezid  Ebn  At  Mahalkby 
who  had  rebelled  aninft  him,  and  reduced  the  provinces  he 
had  fetzed  upon  to  his  obedience;  and,  lafUy,  that  he  died, 
after  he  bad  fat  upon  the  Mafltm  throne  about  four  ]fears,  be- 
fore his  infernal  ediS,  relating  to  the  dcllru<£tion  of  images, 
could  either  be  fufiiciently  promulged,  or  put  in  execution. 
CtJrttaa  f^ieaks  of  him  in  much  the  fame  terms.  Bianyfiut 
7>iWrm/u  relates,  that  this  £fra/{^ commanded  his  fubje^ 
to  CKtcrminate  white  dogs,  white  pigeons,  white  coclcs,  and, 
in  flrart,  all  other  animals  of  the  fame  colour ;  and  that  he 
iffucd  the  decree  relating  to  this  cxtennination  in  the  year  of 
(Mir  LoxD  725.  He  alfo  raifed  a  perfecution  againft  the  Chri- 
Jiianjy  forrad  a  Chriftian  to  be  admitted  an  evidence  againft  a 
J^tflem^  and  fixed  the  value  or  price  of  the  latter  at  double  that 
of  the  former,  according  to  this  author,  the  fame  year'. 

About  the  rime  oiJtiud  Ebn  Afeballtb's  defcfiton  in  IraJiy  Me»tui  »f 
one  Zma  had  the  command  of  the  Mejltm  forces  in  Spain,  tbi  Mof- 
He  itttFod'nced  fome  innovation?,  relating  to  the  difpofition  of 'em  af- 
fhe  tribute  cxafled  of  the  ChTiJiiant  in  that  countiy  \  which/'*'^' '" 
probably  lendered  him  more  unacceptable  to  many  of  thc^ruir  Spam  A- 
dKre  than  even  the  woift  of  his  predeceflon.     Zflm«,  having^""?  1*" 
received  orders  to  extend  the  Mofim  conquefts  in  thofc  wef-  ^* '  ' 
Mil  parfa  pf  the  world,  palTed  the  P^rmees  with  a  powerful'"^* 
army,  took  the  city  of  Ntn-brnntt  the  capital  of  Gallia  Nar* 
i$MMfit,  and  laid  fiege  to  Tahfa,  at  prefent  known  by  the  name 
motbufty  or  Tekuufi,  But  here  he  was  deferted  by  the  good 
IbrttiiK  that  had  hitherto  attended  biin.  J^m^,  called  by  fome 
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ted-  }ohtJi.  Ctst.  Oxod.  1711.  O'HvaaEL.  Biblioth.  orient,  is 
•R.  7txid  Bin  AUalmaUt,  f.  486.  *  Thbopman.  chro- 

"f^pJ**  P-  33^>  337t  338<  Geoko.  Cicarti.  IiiRoriar.  compcnd. 

{.  4;j..  DraiVTS.  Tilmasibs.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Afleinan.  \a  Bt' 
lio^  oficu.  dCJncBtiiio  Vatican,  torn,  ii,  p.  loj.Roifix,  i/zt- 
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of  the  French  writers  count  Eucki,  general  of  the  Franit,  or  tlie 
FrmchjCimctothe  relief  ot  thebelieged,  attacked  Zama\ah'a 
camp^  killed  him  and  a  great  number  of  his  men  upon  the 
fpoi,  and  forced  the  reft  to  abandon  the  fiege.  Notcontui 
with  this  vii3ory,  he  marched  afterwards  to  Narbannt,  mmk. 
that  place,  and  of  courfe  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  out  of 
the  province  to  which  it  belonged.  Tnid,  havine  received 
advice  of  what,  had  happened,  fent  ji^uim,  or  AMam,  Eh 
MuUc,  with  a  body  of  troops,  into  Spaia,  to  protefl  the 
jfrai  conquefts  there  from  the  infuUs  of  the  Frtnch,  and  en- 
able the  Majlems  to  repair  the  luf^  they  hat]  fuftained.  Here- 
diiced  feveral  fortified  places  in  Spain,  t\iit  had  nut  befotefuh- 
mitted  to  the  4rabs,  extended  the  tribute  to  be  paid  into  the 
K.haltf'%  coffers,  built  the. famous  bridge  at  Cardaba^  in  the 
ipid  year  of  the  Hejra,  and  was  at  laft  afliffinated  by  his 
own  people  at  Tortofa.  Some  of  the  Spanijh  wrltera  mate 
Zama  and  Azam  to  have  been  the  fame  perfon ;  nor  dots  fucb 
a  notion  appear  tu  us  at  all  'improbable.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
after  the  defeat  and  death  of  Zama,  the  Arabs  chofe  one  At- 
ifalrahmjn  for  their  leader,  who  prefided  over  them  in  Spii» 
till  the  arrival  of  a  new  governor  from  the  Msfiem  court  The 
Khalif,  being  informed  of  the  murder  of  A^am,  conftiniloi 
one  Ambha  his  lieutenant  in  Spain,  about  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  103}  who  made  feveral  incurfions  upon  the  leitilotiK 
of  the  French;  iho'  he  rather  meditated,  than  was  diieill/ 
engaged  in,  a  war  againftthat  people  Towards  thccondo- 
fion  of  his  government,  he  propofed  to  invade  that  part  of  the 
enemy's  country  bordering  upon  the  frontiers  of  Spain'  but 
fwon  after  he  had  begun  his  march;  in  what  manner  wehwe 
not  been  told  by  any  of  the  Spanijh.  wnteis,  a  period-was  put 
to  his  days;  ajid,  before  his  death,  he  rcfigned  to  t>ne  Oiri 
the  command  of  the  Mofiem  army  de/lined  to  iB.  agiinU 
the  Fremh,  which,  after  ihat  uuexpedled  event,  immedwtelj 
returned  home.  We  mull  not  inrget  to  obfervc,  that,  during 
this  interval,  Pekgiut  wreftcd  the  citv  of  i«»  out  of  th« 
hands  of  the-  Arahi,  and  gained  feveral  other  very  impofianj 
advantages  over  ihcm,  7'his, prince  is  faid.  to  have  been  ihe 
fiift  who -took  for  his  coat  of  arms  ^  red  lion  in  a  white  field. 
in  which,  rie  -was  afterwards  followed  by  bis  fucce&rs  m 
the  kingdpm  of  Lciu.  Some  of  the  Spanijh  writers  inform 
us.  that,  at  this  time,  there  were  feveral  Arab  pruicti.  « 
£,niri,  in  Spain;  and  that  the  chief  of.thefe,  wbowwpj*; 
perly  the  Khaiif'%  governor,  or  viceroy,  had  the  title  of"* 
king  of  Corduka.  But  thofe  writers  have  fey  no  meai*  V.'^, 
MS,1n  their  relations  of  ^hat  happened  during  the  [ieiioiJ'""- 
mediitely  Ibliowirg  the  iirft  fettkmcnt  of  the  Araii'm  Sf^^> 
+ 
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a  clear  and  diftinit  account  either  of  their  own  or  the  Moflem 

As  Tezid'Ebn  Ab^almSUe  was  much  addtiEletJ  to  pletfuTe,  Yezid'i 
even  in  the  Khalifat  of  his  brother  Sdiman^  he  then  fcoughr  a  dcaib  and 
finging  girl,  named  Hababah,  of  whom  he  was  paCioratcly  ebaroSn: 
ibnd,  ioT  ^<yoQ  dini.rs ;  \>\i\  Sdinian,  thinltirg  this  a  difgrace 
K>  him,  obliged  him  to  part  with  htr,  andfiicwas  afterwards 
purchaleil  by  zn  Egyptian.  Saada,  Tezid's 'mfe,  being  &t- 
firousof  ingratiatin^:  hcrfelfin  a  more  partic-.itar  manner  wiih 
her  hufband,  once  afked  him,  when  he  was  Khulif,  whether 
there  was  any  thing  in  the  world  that  he  yet  dcfired,  after  his 
elevation  to  the  A/'^irm  throne  ?  He  anfwercd,  Tes,  Hababaii. 
Upon  which,  Saada  procured  her  for  him  ;  which  wonderfully 
conciliated  his  afFcitions  to  her.  He- had  Hlcewire  another 
eoncubine,  called  Stiamah,  that  he  tenderly  loved.  Being  in 
that  part  of  Felfftine,  called  Btlad  at  jlrden,  or  Btlad  al  Or- 
doHna,  that  is,  the  country,  ox  \i\i\n,- oi  "Jordan,  and  divert- 
ing himTelf  in  a  garden  with  Hababab,  whom  he  loved  to  di- 
flradion,  there  j  he  was  ferved  at  his  collation  with  fome  of 
die  moft  excellent  fruits  of  that  charming  countn'.  During 
(his  Iitt!c  rcpaft,  he  threw  a  grape  at  her,  which  fhe  immedi- 
attly  took  up,  and  put  to  her  mouth,  in  order  to  cat  it ;  but 
l>eingtoo  large,  and  paiTing  acrofs  her  throat,  it  ftucit  in  the 
paffagc  wilhuut  a  poffibility  of  beingremoved  ;  fothatflieluft 
her  breath,  and  was  fuiFocated  in  an  inftant.  So  we  find  this 
matter  rctated  by  Khendemir.  Bui  the  grape  fluck  fome  time 
in  her  guTlet,  and  only  occafioned  a  diforder  that  at  lall  tcr- 
nrinated  in  her  death,  according  to  AbtH-Fara}.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  this  melancholy  accident  fo  afFc£led  Tezid,  that  he  fell 
irfto  an  exccfs  of  grief,  and  was  inconfolablc  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
amiable  an  objed.  Nay,  the  tranfport  of  his  love  and  of  his 
forrow  carried  him  fo  far  on  this  occafion,  that  he  would  not 
fiifFer  the  body  of  hi)  dcceafed  miftrefs  to  be  interred  for  a 
veclc,  according  to  Khondimir,  or  three  days,  if  we  will  be- 
Reve  Aht^l-Faraj.  Nor  would  he  have  permitted  it  then  to 
be  inhumed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  repeated  inftancesof  his 
domcdics,  who  could  nojongerbear  the  intolerable  ftink  of 
the  dead  carcafe.  However,  the  fepulchre  itfelf  was  not  able 
to  cure  his  frenzy-     He  ordered  that  to  be  opened,  and  the  '  - 

body  to  be  cxpofed  once  more  to  his  view-  In  fine,  being 
incapable  »f  moderating  his  grief,  he  furvived  his  dear  Ha- 
Jd^^onlyJifteen  days }  and,  before  he  expired,  he  ordered  his 
remains  to  be  depouted  in  a  grave  near  her  tomb.     This  for- 

■  RoDtKic.  ToLETAK.  bill.  Arab.  c.n.  Rasis,  Chronic,  reg.' 
Alfonf.  JoANHE».VA3Aui,inHirpatt.<bronic.  D'Herbel.  Bi- 
blioth.  orient,  in  art.  Jnid  Btn  Ab£almal(k,  p.  486,  487. 
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rowful  event  happened  in  the  105th  year  of  the  Hejra^  aAcr 
he  had  reigned  a  little  above  four  years.  With  regard  to  Ui 
perro)^,  he  wzs  2  man  of  a  fair  complexion,  hid  good  fea- 
tures, and  a  round  ^ce  As  for  his  character,  hewu  a- 
tremely  indolent,  Tquandcr^d  away  vaft  Turns  of  moneyupon 
his  wives,  concubines,  and  dlvcrfions  of  varioiu  lunds,  ind 
was  a  flave  to  his  palEona ;  as  in  fome  mcafurc  appcui  hm 
what  has  been  iilready  obferved,  and  might  be  farther  con- 
firmed  'by  other  ftortes  related  of  him,  were  it  in  any  mioDcr 
necelTary.  His  fecretarics  were  fucceffively  Omar  Ebn  Habirtj 
Ibrahim  Ebn  Habla,zt\d  jffama  Ebn  Zeid  jfl  Sclihi ;  hisjudgc^ 
or  Kadis,  Ab^alrahman  Al  Hajhahajh  and  SmV  Ebn  Jh  Wa- 
fad;  the  captain  of  his  guards,  Caab  Ebti  KbaUd  Al  Abi^\  ind 
his  chamberlains,  Sa'id,  his  fervant,  and  Kbalid,  hii  freid- 
man.  He  died,  according  to  fome  of  the  caftern  wiiun, 
in  PaU/liru;  or,  as  others  will  hav^  it,  at  Harra*  in  J6< 
fopstamia,  oa  the  23d  day  of  the  month  Sbaaban  i  beiogdia 

-  about '29,  31,  33,  or  37,  (for  fo  much  do  autbon  dife 
amongA  themfclves)  years  of  age,  Nay,  fome  bifloriiot 
write,  that  he  died  of  a  confumption,  after  he  had  dedaitd 
his  brother  Htfi>aiK  Ebn  Ab^aimdUc  his  fucceflbr,  when  be  w> 
about  forty  years  of  age.  T*%id,  a  little  before  his  death,  fat 
one  Yahya  Ebn  SaUmn  to  take  upon  htm  the  comiDaod  of  die 

;  Mijkm  forces  in  Spain,  This  Yab^a  was  a  perfon  of  not 
fagacity,  difcernment,  and  penetration ;  but  had  fometlmf 
otcruelty  in  his  temper.  However,  he  was  a  lover  of  juftkf, 
and  obliged  the  Arabi  to  rellore  to  the  Cbrijliant  all  the  c^ 
fefts  of  which  they  had  unjuftly  deprived  them  in  time  ti 
peace.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  the  name," 
furname,  MiramoUttt  or  Amiramorrun,  frequently  applied  ^ 
the  SpaniJh  writers  to  the  Khalifi,  is  only  a  cwruption  of  ^ 
words  Amira'l  Muminin,  Amire'imamemn,  or  Emir  A  AfiW" 
ji'in,  tmpernr  of  tbt  believer i.  The  moft  exafl  of  the^^^ 
authors  inform  us,  that  the  firft  day  of  Yezjd's  reign  wu  Sa- 
turday, tho'  in  this  they  are  not  perfcdUy  confificnt  with  thcm- 
felves,  and  the  laft  Tuefday ;  and  that  the  duration  of  his  f^- 
iifat  was  precifely  four  years  and  twenty-nine  days  '. 


Hefliim    lJ[EsHAM  Ebn  Abd'almalec,  upon  his  brother  Ymit 

/Meitti, .    ^  ■'■  deceafe,  was  elevated  to  the  Khalifat,  towards  the  dofe 

Yezid.      of  the  month  Shaaban^  in  the  year  of  the  Hijra  105.    "' 

f  Abu  Jaafar  Ai.  Tabar.  Al  Makiw.  ubi  fup.  p.  77* ??'/'' 

Gkec,  Abu'l-Faraj,  nbi  fup.'  p.  205,  ao6.    Evtvch.  obi  ftp- 

p.  382 — 385.    KhonDE  MIR,  RODE-RIC,  TOLBTAN.  JoaW"  "*' 

1JEU5,  &a,  ubi  (up. 
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was  llirnamed  Atu't  fVaiid,  and  his  mother  was  FaUmHf  fiir^ 
named  0mm  Hajhtm,  the  daughter  ofHSJhtm  I'ba  Ifmael  Ebtt 
Hafi>tm  Ehn  AlW(£d  /it  Mnibzum.     His  uncle  Yitxid  nomi- 
nsted  Htjhdm  his  fucceflor  a  little  bcrofc  his  death,  on  condi- 
tion that  hij  own  fon  Ai  Waled,  tStaiha  dcmifc  01"  that  pdnce, 
Ihould  be  caUed  to  the  TucceHion.  When  Te^Sd  died,  Htfidm 
vras  ztRaJafiy  a  city  in  the  neighbourhood  c^^ffiifdupon.the 
Eupbratii  \  but  as  (oon  as  he  received  advice  of  his  advance- 
ment to  the  KboHftL,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and  came  di- 
redly  to  Damajctti.    Soon  after  his  promotioo,  he  appointed 
Kbdud  Ebn  Ab^allali  M  Kar&  his  lieutenant  of  irak^  and  re-, 
moved  his  tvother,  Mohammed  Eht  AM'aUn^e,  horn  his  go- 
vemtnent  of  Eg;(pt ;  fubAituting  in  his  room  his  coufin,  Ha- , 
fin  Ebn  YuM Ebn  Tafya,  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah^wbo  con- 
tinued in  tbat  poft  till  the  yeai  of  -the  Hejra  108.     Nothing 
very  material  happened  in  the  MeJUm  empire,  an.account  of 
which  has  been  iiandcd  down  to  us  by  the  Arab  hiflorians^ 
during  the  firft  year  of  Hefitanii  reign  B. 
'  It  fecms,  however,  to  be  intimated  by  Thetpbanes,  that  Helh£n*« 
Hefiiom  planted  gaidens  and  orchards,  cultivated  the  fruitful  ormi  Mf 
parts  of  his  tcnitories  contiguous  to  the  emperor's  dominion*,  atitnjtd 
■  and  built  palaces  in  feveral  of  the  provinces  fubjugaied  by  the  yitbfiic- 
Arabty  in  the  i05tb  and  the  lo6th  years  of  the  H*jra<  litis  "/' 
writer  likewifc  gives  us  to  undcrfland,  that,  about  the  fame  ^""fifbi 
time,  he  undertooic  an  expedition  againfl  t\tcGruh;  but  wis    '^'^ 
obliged  to  retire,  with  fhame,  after  he  had  loft  a  great  number 
of  men,  into  Syria.     Cedrenui  is  ftlent  as  to  the  Arab  affairs* 
during  the  1.06th  year  of  the  Mojiem  sra.     Dienyfius  Teimti- 
rfn^  only  obfcrves,  that  Mtjhom  fucceeded  Tezid;  and  that 
the  following  year,  or  the  io6th  of  the  Hejra,  ABib,  biftiop 
of  Edtja,  whole  fucceilbr  was  named  Can/tamiiKt  departed 
tkis  life.    Nor  does  it  appear,  from  the  Spanijh  hiftorians, 
chat  any  thing  remarkable,  during  the  latter  ot  thofe  years, 
happened  in  Spain  '■. 

However,  before  we  conclude  our  account  of  the  events  ^o^n/ dir- 
of  the  year  105,  it,may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  fome  h^ms 
£rbemt  were  coined  in  the  mint  that  had  been  fet  up  either  vtfiruciar 
JRiifafe^  or  Rufaia^  this  year  j  as  may  be  interred  from  one  Ruf^f".  « 
of  thofe  dirhem  found  at  Stfgen,  a  village  near  Daatziet,  the  t^y^'^'f 
ad  day  of  JuiUy  i  yaa.     On  the  revcne  of  this  piece  is  ex-  '**  fl*J'*  . 

S  Abu  Jaapak  Al  Taiak.  Al  Makin,  ubt  fup.  p.  goi  £»• 
TTCM.  nbi  fup.  p.  384,  JX5.  Gkeo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p, 
206.  D'Hbkbel.  Bibl.  orient,  in  ait.  Hi/cbiam  Bin  AhdalmaUk,  p. 
4C0.  "  Theopha!!.  chronograph,   p.  31B.   Dionyi, 

TiLMAEKtis.  apod  Jof  Sim.  A&mait.  ubi  fup.  p.  105,  ro6>  ut  et 
ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Assbmah.  ibid. 
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hibit«(]  the  fdllowing  infcription,  in  the  Cufic  charader,  Mo- 
hammed iJ  the  apeflle  iff  GoD,  be  is  the  p£rfe£i  gift ;  and,on 
the  other  fide,  thele  words,  Ber  Rufakata^  or  Rufafata^  the 
letters  of  whuh  the  fecond  word  here  is  couipofed  being  but 
indifferently  prefervcd,  (ii7m/(7n  ifamfo/zfl  J  i.e.  df  Ru/aiu,(r 
Rufafa,  in  the  year  105.  By  which  we  arc  informed,  ihit 
this  ^iV^'ffi  was  ftruck  either  at  Rufaka,  or  Rufifa^  in  the 
icjth  year  of  the  tl^Fft  and,  as  it  Iliould  ^cem.,  the  firfl  of 
the  KhalifHePdm.  This  we  learn  from  M.  Kebr,  who,tbo' 
tia  is  not  able  precifcly  to  determine  in  which  of  thofe  plica 
the  piece  was  coined,  is  inclined  to  think,  that  it  mullbue 
been  fent  out  of  the  mint  ereified  in  the  latter  of  them;  at 
foch,a  notion  is  not  only  countenanced  by  the  letters  tbem- 
(elvcB,  but  liktrwife  by  that  part  of  the  Arah  hiflory  we  at 
irow  upon,  which  informs  us,  that  Htfltam  was  proclaimol 
Khal'if  at  Rufafa  the  very  year  in  which  this  dirbim  wia 
llriick.  To  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  occa/ion  byM. 
Kfhr,  we  muft  here  beg  leave  to  add,  that  tjie  piece  in  view 
could  nrt  have  been  coined  at  Rufaka-,  or,  as'tis  called  hyGtSn, 
;  Jtofia ;  hecaiife  (hat  city  was  fuujided  'ayAbuJaafarAiMa^i't 

who  did  not  mount  the  4J'e/2?m  throne  till  the  ijtiihyearof  (he 
He'jra,  and  confequently  did  not  exiH  31  years  before.  M. 
Kthr  muft,  therefore,  have  been  mistaken,  when  Jie  fiippofai 
that  iherfiVAi'm-might  have  been  ftruck  at  Rufaia,  as  wella 
Rufifa,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  J05  ;  and  that  it  is  fomt- 
thinc  difficult  to  determine  to  which  of  thofe  cities  it  belong 
Ruf.fa  and  Rufaia  were  both  of  them  cities  of  A-Jefipotamit 
feated  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Rakka,  upon  the  caUern  bani 
of  the  Euphrates.  The  former  of  them  feertis  to  be  the^ic 
fciph'a  of  Ptalemy  ('PEirjtifa)  and  is  frequently  mentioned  by  the 
,  Syriac  writers  ^. 

(Ti/ Arabs     In  the  107th  year  of  the  Hejra,  beginning  ^fl/ igiht?^' 

taaie/ive-  Mtfiema,  or  Mafalmas,  as  he  is  called  by  the  Greek  wriien, 

ralirrup-  took  Ctsfarea  in  Cappaciacia ;  lai,  Moawiyah  Ebn  Hejhm,w-- 

tioiu  mia    (nhgc  pf  (he  Arah  generals,  made  an  irruption  into  the  Cbrifii" 

.'.'""'.    territories,  doing  irreparable  damage  in  the  provinces  through 

Ivia  "'^''^''  ^^  rnove^.  This  year  iikcwife,  Amer,  one  of  the.<»#» 

'  '      .   commanders  invefied  M.^-a  in  SffAyBw  wilhabody  of  iftOM 

men;  after  which,   A'Jeewiyah^  coming  up  with  an  army « 

85,0c 0  men,  formed  the  fiege  of  that  city.     The  Arahi^*r 

tered  the  walls  with  ftich  fury,  that  they  levelled  a  grfat  part 

of  them  with  the  ground,  and  made  feveral  general  aiwtiltJi 

but  were  every  time  beaten  off  with  incredible  lofs,  and  « 

lafl  forced  to  abandon  the  fiege.     DIony/ius  Ttlmarenfii  leh^t^ 

*  GeorcJac.  Kbhr,  in  monarch.  Afinico-SaraceDic.lht.fcc- 

p.ai.  Lipfije,  1724.  Gotn  not.ad  Alfragan.  p.2;3,  ij*-  ^"'■ 

geograph.  hb.  V.  c.  )@.  Jos.  Siu.  AwsnAw.diC.  deMonophyl- 
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that  Af9/tma,or  Afe/almas,  made  himrdf  mafler  of  Neocerfi' 
Tta  this  year,  2n<l  carried  away  all  the  inhabitants  with  him 
prifancrs,  accept  the  ytvH,  who  betrayed  the  place  into  his 
hands.  The  Spanifi>  writers-  make  no  tnention  of  any  mili- 
tuy  operations  thb  year  in  Spain ;  but  only  inform  us,  that 
Hefiiata  permitted  both  the  jfrabi  and  Cbrijiians  in  that  coun- 
try to  enjoy  the  fwcets  of  peace,  and  Tent  one  Ihahea^  or  Tahja^ 
an  Jlrab  of  note,  to  govern  his  fub)e£t*  there  I. 

Thb  foHowing  year,  being  the  108th  of  the  Hijra,  com-  Helham 
mencijig  May  8ih,  726,   the  Arahi,  under  the  conduS  ofamo^^ 
Moawiyab,  invaded  the  imperial  territories,  carried  a  fonrefs  immiafi 
thereby  afiault,  and  then  returned  home.'    About  thefame'rc^f/i 
time,  Hafai  EbM  At  Wand,  upon  the  abi^cfttion  of  Hafan  Ehn 
Tufift  vras  appointed  governor  of  Sgypt,    Nothing  material' 
p^ted'Aisycar  in£^A/>);  the' A/<jA^/n commanders  there beingl: 
wholly  employed  in  amafing  treafures  for  Htjhdm,  who  war 
richer,  as  well  as  maK  covetous,  than-anyof  hispreJeceflbrs'^'  . 
According  to  Eatj^ui,  one  CtnJIanttne  was  conftitutcd  pa*' 
txiaiEh  of  ('mfiautinoflt  cither  this  or  the  preceding  \e%i ".     - 
,  The.  next  year,  being  the  109th  of  theUejra,  hcgihnin^Mofleni* 
^f^i/  28thi  727,  Mefitma  Ebn  Ai^aimalee  attadced  the  Ttirks,Jrivtt  ibt 
or,  as  they  are  called  by  feme  of  the  eaflerHwritiersithc//^Ar,  TurkiMT' 
tiukt  is,  the  fnbje^s  of  the  Kbaian,  who  had  made  an  irrup'- 'o/Anne^  - 
tion  into  Arwunia,  and  forced  them  to  conclude  a  treaty  oP^ia- 
peace  with  him.  -  He  alio  penetrated  the  fame  year  to  the  de- ' 
file  called  the  Ptrta  Coffite  by  the  antients,  not  far  from  the 
Cafpian  lea ;  which  had  ferved  as  a  fort  of  barrier  to  the  Maf- 
lent  empire  on  that  fide,  before  the  late  irruption ;  the  T^ris,  ot 
Huiis,  having  been  long  (but  up  by  it  in  the  country  that  pro- 
perly appertained  lo  them.  This  afl^ir  is,  however,  differently 
related  by  Tbeifbanes,  who  tells  us,  that  the  Ton  of  the  Khakdn 
invadedy4!n«Mf(iand<yi]!;r^//im  with  a  powerful  army, overthrew 
G49^j)f<i,orjf/y<sra^,tbe>/r<i£  general,  vrtio  pretended  to  oppore 
htm,  committed  dreadful  devaltations  in  that  province,  and  then 
returned  home.     But  Diotiyftus  Telmartnjis,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  former  relation,  living  at  no  great  didance 
from  the  fcene  of  at^on,  not  much  above  forty  years  after 
this  campaign,  and  agreeing  better  with  what  we  find  recorded 
of  the  reign  o(  He^iom  by  the  Amh  hiftorians  than  the  Greti 
■  writers,  we  Oiall  not  fcruple  te  prefer  his  authority  to  that  of 

1  TKEorHAN.  nbi  fup.  p.  338,  jjg,  340.  Gtoitc.  Cedhem. 
■hi  fop.  p.  454,455.  DioNva.  Telmabkns.  el  Jo5.SiM.AssE. 
HAH.  nbi  fup.  p.  106,  Ahu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  <t  AlMakin, 
nbi  fup.  RoDERtc.  ToLETJH  in  bill.  Arab.  c.  xii,  Istdor.  Pa- 
c BUS,  Chronic,  reg.  Alp honf,  Joahnhs  Vas.«us,  in  Hifpan.  illu- 
ftrat,  p.  701,  Francof.  1603.  ^  Theophbn.  nbi  fop.  p.  J40. 
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UbifpbaneSy  whofc  inaccuracy  with  r^ard  to  die  MojUwi  si- 
fairs  has  already  been  touched  upon,  in  ihe  point  before  ut '. 
Tilt  Arabs  Some  of  th«  Frtaeb  and  Sptmi^  authors  maintain,  tfait 
iavaA  Eiuiof  duke  oi  ^quitain,  called  by  the  later  Frtntb  miten 
France;  count  Eudti,  being  about  this  time  defeated  and  put  to  fli^ 
hy  Charlts  Maritl,  demanded  affiflancc  of  the  Arahty  who 
had  pofTclTcd  themfelvcs  of  SpatH^  againll  that  conqueror. 
The  MtJUmi,  continue  the  fame  authors,  accepting  of  thit 
invitation,  pailed  the  Pyrttutty  and  advanced  into  Gafaip, 
to  the  number  of  4.OO1Q00  touts,  women,  children,  andibvo, 
included,  under  the  camtnand  of  one  Abttalrabmin;  ima- 
gining, dut  they  fbould  make  themfelves  mafters  of  [hatpn>- 
vinee  without  nriking  a  ftroke.  They  committed  drea^ 
nn^es  in  their  march  t  pillagins  every  place,  both  lacred  tod 
onhne*  without  dilUn^Uon,  urough  which  they  moved. 
Thii  expedition  i«,  however,  placed  forae  years  later  t^Ai- 
ikm  of  TtUda^  who  feems  to  have  reafon  on  his  fide.  He 
^fe  gives  us  to  undcrdand,  that,  about  the  year  we  are  now 
Qpon,  this  prince's  avarice  occafioncd  commotions  in  fewii 
parts  of  die  empire ;  which  were  not  without  great  di£Eculty, 
and  a  very  copious  effuTion  of  human  blood,  appeafed  '=. 
tmimrt  Ik  die  llQth  year  of  the  Htjra,  beginning  ^^r(7i;!di, 
JtfiMtdifJX^t  Mafitma  Ebn  dbialmalec  advanced  with  a  body  of  ^'^ 
ClMrlcs  croofH  to  the  coaft  of  the  Cafpi^n  fea,  rellored  the  fottifia- 
Maitel.  tions  of  the  afbre£ud  defile  that  had  been  dcfiroyed  by  die 
Tttris  io  their  late  irruption  into  Amunia^  feized  upon  Dtf 
bent  at  die  foot  of  mount  Caucafus^  together  witfa-thc  diilriS 
belonging  to  it,  and  obliged  the  ttirk%  to  take  an  oath  neve 
to  pais  their  own  frontiers,  in  order  to  difturb  the  repofeof 
the  Mojkm  territories.  But  they  foon  violating  that  oath,  ud 
invading  Armmia,  he  attacked  them  with  fuch  bravery,  dot 
he  forced  them  to  retire  into  their  own  dominions.  A^ 
which,  he  appointed  Merwan  Ebn  Mtbammed  governor  of 
Arnunitti  and  then  returned  into  Syria.  Tbetpbaius,  ^kR* 
fore,  deftrves  little  regard,  when  he  intimates,  that  Mff"" 
was  worfted  this  year  by  the  Turks  in  a  general  aSion,  »ndi 
after  having  fufiained  a  very  great  lofs,  obliged  to  fiy  into  c'|' 
Khalifs  territories  with  the  utmofi:  precipitation.  About  this 
time,  AbtTaimiee  Elm  Rtfa'a  fucceeded  Hafat  Ebn  M  WM 
Al  Hairam  in  the  government  of  Egypt,    Some  of  die 

'  DiDKYS.  TiLMAaBHS.  apod  Jof.  Sim.  Aflemin.  aU  fi'j>' "' 
etipfcJos.SrM.  Assemah.  ibid.  Abu  Jaadar  Ai.Tab*«.  At 
Makin,  ubi  fop,  T«BQPHAH.  ubi  fup,  p.  J41.  Strai- 'ib' **■ 
ARKiAH.ltb.  iii.  DioHYs.  perieg.  verr  1039.  Isiooau*  Cha«»" 
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French  and  Spamfk  writers  relate,  that£»i^  bring  nfUjrteiv 
rificd  at  tbe  approtch  f>f  Tuch  a  mulcitude  of  Jrabit  u  that 
above-mencion&l)  who  hud  waftc  the  countir  through  wbkli 
they  marched,  joined  Cbaritt  ^dgrtel  with  all  his  forces,  and, 
in  conjun3ion  with  him,  attacksd  the  iniideiG  this  year  near 
Tmrs  with  (o  much  courage,  that  thej  weie  overthrown  with 
ibcreiliblc  flaughtci ;  no  lets  than  375,000  of  them,  amon^ 
-whom  were  Ab^ahrabmSnt  the  Arab  general  himfcif,  and 
almoft  all  the  officers  and  peribns  of  (HfliiiAion  that  fared 
under  him,  having  been  killed  in  the  adion.  Of  the  Cbri^ 
^imns  no  more  tbui  1500  are  faid  to  bare  been  niifing,  after 
the  end  of  the  engagement.  This  blow,  however,  was  not 
given  the  MeJUmst  according  to  Redtrie  of  TritJt,  fe  early 
as  the  I  iDth  year  of  die  flgra.  That  autiior  icruples  not  to 
affirm,  that  not  only  Gai/ffl  A'iiritfMff^  and  Gi;/Eh]PI,  butlike- 
vilc  Caldiiria  and  part  of  jfyuBa,  if  not  Siafy  itfelf,  about  thtt 
time,  tfao'  before  the  ovcrtbiow  at  Toart,  adtnowfet^eJ  tbe 
ibvereigncy  of  the  Kbahf. 

The  following  year,  bring  the  1 1  ith  of  the  Hejroy  com-  93r  JaiA: 
mencing  April  6ih,  7  29,  one  Cofmas,  of  the  MiUbiU  perfua*  bitei  Ji/- 
£an,  was  conftituted  patriarch  of  JUxttndria  {  who,  if  we  t*ff'ff'^  'f. 
will  believe  Mu^chiui,  could  neither  write  nor  re«L    Be  that  '^''^       ' 
ss  it  will,  upon  his  arrival  at  Damafeus,  he  met  with  a  gra-  t^i^t^f , 
cious  reception  from  Htjbamy  who,  after  he  had  had  a  con-  '*  ^87F^ 
fcience  wilh  him,  wrote  to  M^aUah  Ebn  Al  Jib&n  Al  Sahvi, 
bU  lieutenant  of  Egypt,  to  put  the  MeUhilet,  under  Ce/Tnai'a 
coveromcnt  and  direSion,  in  poflcffion  of  all  the  churches 
Uiat  had  been  occupied  by  the  Jacabitti  in  MtMndria  for  the 
feace  of  ninety-feven  yean ;  that  is,  from  the  diird  year  of 
Omar  Ebn  Al  Khattab  to  the  feventh  of  the  Khahf  Rtjb&m  ; 
during  which  interval,  the  Jacobites  had  remained  mafters  of 
all  the  Cbri^ian  churches  in  EgyPty  except  that  of  St.  Saba  at 
jtUxaniHa,  and  thai  of  St.  M'chail  in  Kafr  Al  S£ama',  to 
vfaich  the  Mekhittt  had  been  confined.    N6r  did  the  Jacobite 
patriarch  of  AUxandria  only  fupply  Egypt  with  bifbops  for  fo  ,  , 

long  a  te^m,  but  he  likewife  fent  many  others  into  Nubia  % 
tbe  people  of  which  Icingdom,  till  thelcvcnth  ytu  of  Hejhaaty 
were  almoft  mtircly  of  the  Jacebitt  pcrfuafion.  This  un- 
common favour  was,  however,  not  granted  dfmas  by  the 
Khalif  without  the  interpofition  of  feveral  learned  men,  and 
even  many  valuable  prefents,  which  he  brought  with  him  to 
Damafeus,  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  his  projed,  according 
to  Al  Maiin.    That  hiftorian,  nevcrLhclcfs,  feems  to  advance 
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this  laft  particulur  -without  proper  authority  to  fupport  it,  2S 
riot  the  Icaft  mention  has  been  matJcoF  it  by  Eutycbius,  the 
Athrir  followeii  by  him  on  this  occafionj  tho'  he  reprefenta 
dufuiat  as  -a  maker  of  needles:  before  his  elevation  to  the  patri- 
archate of  AUxandria,  and  alfogcther  tllitcrate ;  which  feemi  to 
ihi[ily,  thit  either  a  rich  prefent,  or  a  good  rouhd  fum  of  mo- 
ney, was  iieceflary  to  infiucnce  the  Khalif  in  his  favour.  Be 
that  as  It  will,  the  former  author  is  moft  certainly  miftaken, 
when  he  affirms  this  event  to  have  happened  in  the  third  year 
of  the  Khalifat  di  Refltam ;  fincc  the  latter,  whom  he  pre- 
tends to  have  tra'rffcribed  on  this  ^ccafidn,  aflerts,  in  exprc& 
t«rms,  thai  Cfl^raaj  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchal  dignity  in 
tte  feventh  year  of  that  prince's  reign.  As  thfs.pointofcon- 
'  du£t  in  the-  KhaUf,  whatever  was  the  motive  to  it,  produced  a. 
fort  of  ecclfeflgfticiil  revolution  amongft  the  Chrijiians  in  Egjftt 
we  could  not  prevail  upon  om-felvcs  to  omit  infcrting  an  ac- 
count (rf  fi  remartable  a  tranfa Aon,  thd'  not  immediately  re- 
lating to  the  hiftory  of  the  jfrais,  here  ". 
fSflVIof-  About  the  fame  time,  as  we  are  told  by  an  eaflern  writer, 
lenis  ii-  Hejht'.m  ordered  feveral  towns  and  villages  to  be  byilt  on  the 
•vadcCzp-rlvtr  '/.gltKn,  which  fecms  to  havedcrived  its  name  from  Z«- 
padocia.  ;«,  or  Zeiitty  a  town  about  fixty  ftadia,  or  furlongs,  hoOi 
Karkifiay  or  Kirtifia,  the  Cercufium-,  or  Ctrceftum,  of  the  an- 
tientP,  in  that  part  t^ Mefipotarma  called  by  the  ^rabs  Diyar 
Jtabia,  or  rather  Diyar  Modar,  according  to  GoUiii.  TThi 
place  has  heen  taken  notice  of  by  'Lsfimus^  the  hiftorim. 
MopmaEhn  Sd'alrrl.Utc^  the  ^Aa/t^s  brother,  and  genetid, 
is  a!fo  faidto  hsve  erf  died  at  this  time  fomc  towns  ana  calHes 
on  the  river  Beth-Calas ;  but  with  whit  view  or  defign  the 
jtra&s  built  any  forts  there,  wc  are  not  told  by  any  author. 
That  general  afterwards,  with  a  body  of  the  Mejlim  forces^ 
made  an  irruption  into  Cappadaciot  and  reduced  there  afbit* 
refs  of  confiJerable  ftrength.  This  year  the  Khatif^i  governrr 
oi  Africa  fent  a  new  lieutenant,  named  Of/djr^,  xnta  Spain i 
\frh0j  being  a  fjerfon  of  great  levity  and  inexperience,  by  no 
means  proved  acceptable  to  the  Arabs  there.  H  m,  thcrcforej 
Uejham  thought  iit  foon  to  removefrom  that  port,  and  to  f«b- 
fHtute  Yaman  Ebn  Ab'ma%a  in  his  ro^nj.  Yaman  conrinueJ  in 
his  government  about  five  months,  and, after  the  expiration  of 
that  ftiort  term,  was  fucceeded  by  one  Jutuman,  or  Othmatti 
of  whom  we  fcai'ce  find  any  thing  faid  by  the  Arab  hiftorians ; 
fo  that  nothing  remarkable,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
year,  feems  to  have  happened  in  Spain  P. 
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,   Thb  next  year,  being  the  1 1 2th  year  of  ihe //t/Vtf,  the7iS«Mof- 
firft  day  of  which  was  March  26th,  730,  Moflema,  acnird-  Icm  a/- 
ing  to  Tbeopbants^  undertook  an  expediUon  againltthe  T^i/X/,/^'"  « 
and  penetrated  tothecoall  of  the  Cafpian  fea;  but,  being  in- ^pa|n, 
ttm'tdated  by  the  forces  o£  the  Khakun,  feturned  home,  wiih-''""'^'** 
owt  cffefl'.ng  any  thing.    That  this  was  reajly  the  cafe,  we  a_re[^°r  V  "• 
mete  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  fJcnceoC  the  A/c^^ot  writers      J'^* 
in  relation  to  any  advantage  gained  by  the  Khalif'%  army  this 
year  in  thofepaitsjthan  from  the  authority  of  7'i6»/i;i'aiz^j,whicha 
in  fuch  poi'.ts  as  this,  is  frequently  not  to  be  depended  upon. 
^*r»»ifl»i,orO(j&Wi, fliy&nwMieu tenant  in-^/fl/n,wasdif|>!aced, 
after  he  had  remained  at  Corduba  about  four  months,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  by  AlHaytam  Ehn  Obeid.  Againft  tliis  new  governor  a^ 
COnfpiracy  was  fuon  formed  )   fevcral  of  the  principal  Arabif  • 

holding  private  cabals,  in  order  to  difcovcr  a  proper  method  u£ 
depofing  him.  But  they  being  fcized,  bef  jre  they  cculd  carry  - 
their  dehgn  into  execution,  he  ordered  fume  of  them  to  be 
publickly  whipt,  and  others  to  be  beheaded.  Anwngft  thq 
former  there  was  one  Zu/A,  or  teld,  an  Arab  of  great  e!o-  ■  ,•■  _■ 
qucfice  and  noble  extrai^ion  ;  who,  after  he  had  been  treated 
in  a  very  ignominious  manner^  made  his  efcapc  out  of  Spa'm^  ' 
and  toot  ajourney  to  Damafcus,  where  he  and  one  .h'ahimtttj 
another  MoJUm  of  diftitiftion,  gave  the  Kbalif  a  full  account  .  -  ■ . 
of  every  thing  that  had  happened.  They  alfo  dcfu-ed,  that 
MHaytam  might  be  recalled,  ^nA  Abd  ahahman  appointed 
king  of  Corduba,  or  governor  of  Spain,  in  his  rOQoi;  whicl^ 
Htfiem  readily  granted,  Upori  their  arrival  in  Spa!/i,  Aiahi- 
moiy  who  had  been  inveitcd  with  full  power  and  authority  by 
the  Kbalif  for  that  purpofe,  ordered  Al  Hayiam  to  be  pub- 
licWIy  whipped,  carried  with  his  hands  bound  behind  his  uacicr 
and  loaded  with  irons,  upon  an  ^fs,  through  the  Aieets  ot. 
Cordubc,  and  then  to  be  imprifoned  for  life.  As  it^  Aiid  alj^ 
rahma/i,  he  not  being  then  to  be  found,  Mobammcd-^bn  Ja^ 
dalkb  was  coidlituted  governor  of  Spain,  and  ai3^  jn  tha| 
capacity  about  two  months ;  at  the  end  of  which  tgrm,  Ab- 
dalrabmdn  himfclf  appeared.  The  French  annais,  according 
bi  Jcaanei  Vaficus,  pietend,  that,  about  this  time,  the  yfra^j^ 
at  the  infligaiion  ot  Hunold  dad  ^aifar^  Eudah  fons,  mad^ 
another  irruption  inXo  Frame,  and  penetrated  as  far, as  Bur^ 
gundy  with  a  numerous  army,  laying  wafle  all  the.  country 
ihriiugh  which  they  moved  ;  but  wfcre  driven  a.:ain  by  CherUt 
A^erttl  into  their  own  dominions,  after  thiy  had  loft  a  very. 
ccnf;der3b!e  part  or  their  troops.  In  the  mean  time,  Pel^t- 
gius  ftill  meiiitained  himfclf  in  the  pofledion  of  all  the  pr.[(s  "  ' 
he  had  fo  lorg  cccupiet)  upon  the  H'iefitm  frontit-rs  ;  nor  coUld 
he  lie  d  llodgtd  fiom  theilce  by  all  the  efforts  of  the  crleiny  9.  ' 
«  Theophan'.  obifup.  RocsRicToLKfAK.  IjijS.  Arab.c,xa, 
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HefhimV  Ih  the  1 13th  year  of  the  H*}ra^  MoUtma  marched  » (be 
trttftgaimheai  of  a  powerful  army  agaiiiift  the  KhaJtait^  took  fcveralrf 
y*»M  «^  thit  princes  towns,  and  carried  off  with  him  agreat  numlxr 
vamtagti  gf  ]jij  fubjeds  into  flaveiy,  together  with  an  immenlc  quaiH 
'^■'J'  city  of  plunder.  Moawijaht  the  Khelift  fon,  alio  pennttd 
"  into  Paphlaginia,  took  many  of  the  Chriflimu  in  dut  ^ 

vince  prifoncrs,  and  returned  home  loaded  with  the  fptHli  he 
acquired  in  thit  expedition.     SeUmgii,  another  of  HiJMi 
fcns,  advanced  with  a  body  of  troops  into  another  of  l^  im- 
perial provinces,  reduced  the  caftle  of  Ptlaxanium,  laid  wife 
At  neighbouring  trad,  defeated  a  Greei  army  Aat  prAdcd 
to  make  head,  againft  him,  and  then  returned  home  vitb  in- 
confiderable  lofg.    Some  of  the  /mi  writers  afinm,  dut  Ac 
Cnti  emperor  himfclf,  whom  they  call  Coit/fantiiu,  vat  pe- 
lent  in  the  aftion,  and  fell  into  the  hands  ofStiimAi  j  but,  11 
Ltv  IJaurui,  or  IfaurUtu,  fat  then  upon  the  imperii]  throne, 
and  wai  probably  nCanftanthuflt  when  that cngagemcnth^ 
pened,  ^s  kft  article  merits  ncM  the  leaft  attention  '. 
'Ab^<         Abd'albahman,  if  we  wiH  believe  Radtric  of  7«U, 
Hbuifia     waa  this  year  conftituted  the  Khatifs  lieutenant  in  Spmi;  b« 
temfiiiand  was  fcarce  fettled  in  fait  government,  when  one  Mvmx  ifim- 
Mv^«Bp    bled  a  body  of  troop*,  ip  order  to  depofe  him.  ^Mow.boW' 
t^Spain.'  ever,  not  being  able  to  'take  die  field  againft  Abi^r^aky 
was  obticed  to  fliut  him:^f  vp  ii)  the  principal  dty  of  te 
Ctrrrttmty  where  he  was  ftraldr  beJiegeil  by  the  govenci'i 
ftwces.    At  laft,  finding  hlmfelf  incapable  of  defiwing  At 

Slice  wqr  longer,  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcapei  he, 
elrg  dofely  pgrfued  by  oiie  of  Abfab^ahm&fi  detachiixsiH 
be  was  forced  to  throw  himfclf  headlong  from  offa  preqx^ 
and  miferal^y  pcrifhed.  Ifis  wile,  who  was  count  £w> 
dai^ter,  and  one  of  diemoft  celebrated  beauties  of  d>ein 
fcUtato  Ike  hands  of  the  vigors,  and  was  feut  by  .^«**; 
miM  to  DemtfitiJt  »  a  prefent  to  the  KiaSf.  The  dadi « 
Mimht  whole  bead  was  cut  off,  and  brought  to  the  go*o?'' 
fTfivei  the  total  ex'indiondf  this  rebellion  {  which,  tud  in- 
vtsi  been  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Frrub  troops,  EaJi  »'  S™ 
feeming  to  fovoiir  htm,  might  have  been  attended  with  ftw 
cnnfeijuences,  both  to  Alt^akahmdn  aiid  all  the  J^^f*^^ 
fiibjeas  in  Sfain.  It  fc'emi  to  he  intimated  by  foin*  «  »* 
Sfanifi  wriieri'V  that  the  famous  Pelegim,  iri>o  had  ^  ^"'^ 
himfelf  in  his  wars  againft  the  Jrebt,  didd  atbcf  tbu  or  iw 
following  year  ■ 
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The  next  year,  being  ihe  114th  year  of  the  Hejra, Saliman  Tbt  Utabt 
£tn  Htjb6m  penetrated,  with  an  xrmy  of  90,000  men,  into  omer^ 
the  imperial  lerritories,     tie  advanced  as  far  as  7^ana  in  Caf-  tbravm  By 
fadaciay  and  had  four  generals  to  ferve  under  him  in  this  cxpe-  '^' 
d:tion.     M^i  Ebn  Shabib  and  Ahiallah  Elm  Batal,  two  of  Gi«k>* 
thofe  generals,  beit)g  arrived  at  Synnada  in  Phrygia,  with 
50,000  men,  were  met  and  engaged  there  by  an  imperial 
xrmy,  under  the  condu^  of  the  emperor  Ln  himfelf,  and 
his  km  Canftaniint  Capronymus,  according  to  Thttpbtmay  which 
gave  them  To  complete  an  overthrow,  that  they  had  above 
45,000  of  their  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  with 
great  difficulty  made  their  efcape.     That  author  affirms  diis 
glorious  event  to  have  ht^pened  in  the  23d  year  of  Z^e'a  reign, 
»boutthe  issd  of  the  Hejra;  hnt  D'un]^ius  Telmarenfis  feems 
to  place  it  Mkor  near  the  prcfent  yearj  and  him  we  chufe  to 
follow,  for  tfarreafbns  above  affigned  '. 

About  the  fame  time,  an  impoflor  appeared  in  Syria,  who  A  i<f 
pve  out,  that  he  was  Mtfts  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  fcduced  ftjlar  afi^ 
great  numbers  of  the  Jetui^  whom  he  defrauded  of  confider-  pian  i» 
able  fums  of  money,  and  then  Bed  int«  another  province.  Syfifr 
But  bcinff  purfued  and  taken,  he  was  brought  before  the  Kha^ 
4/,  who  delivered  him  up  to  thsjnut,  that  they  might  inflifl 
what  puolflunent  they  ibould  think  fit  upon  him.     Which 
cTCOt  IS  placed  by  TbttpbaHet^  wrongly,  as  we  apprehend,  in 
the  fifth  year  of  Im  Ijaurhu/i  reign ;  but  by  Dionyfius  7el- 
nannfin  with  greateir  accuracy  and  preciiion,  as  we  believe, 
in  or  about  the  prefent  year  •. 

Abd'aliasmak,  utfpefiing  that  count  Euje  had  favoured  Tit  Anh» 
his  fon-in-taw  A/bhiz's  rebellion,  which  he  had  fo  happily  ex- (^^<»«J 
tinguHhcd,  refblved  to  follow  his  blow,  and  carry  the  war  into  h  '*» 
the  heart  of  FraiKt,    Having,  therefore,  aflcmbled  a  powerful  French, 
army,  he  entered  that  kingdom,  and  advanced  to  Jrles  uporl- 
the  Rbtfnai  where  he  attacked  and  defeated  a  lai^e  body  lA 
the  Franii,  or  the  Frtiul,  that  attempted  to  obftrud  his 
iBarch,  killed  many  of  them  upon  the  fpot,  and  puQied  a 
peat  number  of  them  into  the  Rhtfru,  who  not  being  able  to 
gain  the  oppoGte  bank,  were  every  one  of  them  drowned.    He 
afterwards  palled  the  Geremt  and  the  Dirdanne,  overthrew 
count  £k^  who  endeavoured  to  ftop  the  f  irogrels  of  his  arms, 
snd  penetrated  into  the  interior  part  of  France.     In  fnc,  he 
pwfucd  that  count  through  feveral.  provinces,  ravaged  the 
o<u)try  through  which  he  moved,  in  ^dreadful  manner,  and 
at  lad  arrived  with  his  oumcrous  forces  atTsurt.     That  city 
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likewife  be  made  a  fcene  of  blood,  ravages,  and  confufioi), 
reducing  to  aflies  rhe  church  and  all  the  palaces  there,  and  lay- 
ing walie  the  whole  diftrift  belosging   to    it  with  fire  aotl 
fword.     Cbdrlti  Marttl,  being  informed  of  thcfc dcvaftuiom, 
and  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Germani  and  Gepidity  cseik  op 
with  thofe  plunderers  near  Toun,  engaged  them  for  fcren  lUji 
together,  and  at  laft  gave  them  a  toul  overthrow)  iniidD| 
kimfclf  mafler  of  their  baggage,  and  took  from  then  fpoih 
of  an  incftimable  value.     The  (battcr'd  remains  of  JUd- 
rahmarti  army,  after  this  memorable  defeat,  with  gmt  di§- 
culty,  reached  the  frontiers  of  ^^/n,  and  left  the/'r«j£in 
peaceable  polIclConof  the  vyhole  trad  that  bad  been  dditocd 
by  their  vidlorious  general.    This  is  the  account  of  AH^- 
rahim.n'»  fatal  French  expedition  handed  down  to  us  by  It- 
4*rlc  of  TiUda  j  which,  as  our  curious  reader^will  at  Erfl 
fight  perceive,  difTers  nnt  only  in  point  of  timelfikut  lifcewife 
in  feveral  other  particulars,  from  that  already  g^en.    Some 
authors  tell  us,  that  the  MoJUm  general  took  j^ignen^tjla- 
prize  this  campaign ;  and  that  it  was  afterwards  retakea  hj 
the  Frtnch.    They  alfo  relate,   that,   the  folbwiog  yetr, 
Charltt  Marul  overthrew  the  v/ra^r,  marching,  unoei  iht 
command  of  one  of  their  generals,  to  the  relief  of  Narkmi, 
then  bcfieged  by  a  body  of  the  Fntub  forces,  at  ISiiais, 
with  Incredible  flaughter ;  Icarce  any  of  them  efcaplng  inu 
Spain.   WUich  oi"  thefc  feemingly  jarring  relations  appnwdw 
the  neareft  to  truth,  we  fliall  not  uke  upon  us  to  deceraiioe, 
as  a  certain  author,  with  very  liide  mdgfnent,  has  doncj  ^^ 
leave  it  to  our  more  fagacious  and  intelitgcnt  readers  to chti 
which  of  them  they  pleafe*. 
7'AcKha-      About  the  1 15th  year  of  the /T^m,  Ht/hdm  fentaoinny 
lift /«■«»  under  the  commarid  oi  Kaliu  indZfboir,  two  of  hisgewralsi 
rouitJhy   to  reduce  Atikh,  who  had  rebelled  at^nft  him,  and  drawn  to- 
Aiikb.      gcthcr  a  confiderable  force  to  fu|^rt  him  in  his  defcfli"^ 
Mikhy  receiving  advice  of  their  approach,  advanced  toe'- 
gara,  fell  upon  them  [here  by  night,  intirely  defeaKd  dmiii 
and  put  many  of  their  men  to  the  fword.     However,  at  wf 
find  nothing  afierwards  faid  trf'  him  by  any  good  author,  "> 
probable  that,  in  a  (hort  time,  he  thought  fit  to  fubmit  to^ 
lihaHf.    About  the  fame  year,  according  to  Thuplianf^t  ^' 
vjiyah  Ebn  Hejham^  with  a  body  of  the  Mofitm  troops,  r»*»g^ 
ievt-ra!  of  the  imperial  provinces  in  Afia^  without  any<^' 
dcrable  lofs.  A  very  large  and  refplendent  comet,  if  **  *"" 
believe  that  writer,  lilcewife  appeared  at  this  time  thf' "; 
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In  the  Il6th  year  of  the  Hejra,  StUrnin  EhtHePiitU  ad-  ^i,  mmt 
vanccd  into  the  imperial  Armtniai,  commined  rome  tv/aga/tcerfi/nl 
tiiere,  and  then  returned  into  the  Mi>P*m  tertitortea.     This^^i'i/? 
Ire  IwB  from  Tbeo}hanii^  who  gives  us  no  account  of  any  fmr-'*'  K*"** 
tber  operadom  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign^  How- '"''' 
ever,  there  is  Tome  rcafon  to  believe,  that,  about  this  time^ 
.^ad  Ehi  jlhttalittby  another  of  the  Khahfs  generals,  gained 
feveral  vi^ries  over  the  troops  of  the  ^hakdn,  and  killed  that 
prince  himfelf  in  Angle  combat.     We  are  told  by  an  authof 
often  cited  here,  that  Hijham  fcnt  one  AbSabnalte,  an  Arab  of 
noble  extni^on,  in  the  ii6th  year  of  the  Htjra,  to  prefidc 
over  the  Mtfitmt  in  Sfinn  \  who,  by  his  tyranny,  rendered 
himfelf  extremely  difagreeable  to  them.     He  found  himfelf  in-  * 

capable  of  proteding  the  country  under  his  government  front 
the  infults  of  the  Frtnth  \  and  having  once  attempted  to  pa£i 
the  Pyrnuif  in  order  to  take  vengeance  of  that  nation*  htf 
was  driven  back  into  the  plains  of  (Uhibtriajir'nh  very  great 
ilaog^tcr.  Ctdrettus  Teems  to  intimate,  that  StlimaH  Ebn  He- 
fitant  took  many  prifoners  in  his  Armtman  expeditioR^  men-^ 
doned  by  Tbtlpotiius ;  but  neither  of  thofe  hiHorians  baS 
handed^down  to  us  the  particulars  of  that  expedition  *. 

The  following  year,  Mtawiyab  Ebn  l}tfl)am  made  an  ir*  Moiwi^ 
niptioa  inttJ  the  imperial  territories ;  but  the  Grtiit  Ibon  af-  yah  Main 
fefflbling  a  confiderable  force*  he  could  not  long  maintain  ^"  '•rM</ 
himfelf  dier^     He,  therefore,  returned  into  Syrta,  without  ("'*  '*' 
bavitu;  e&Sed  any  thing  confiderable;   and,  according  to""f"^- 
Thnfianit,  in  his  march,  wss  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. "_''""' 
N^othing  mateiial  happened  this  year  in  Spain,  under  Abd'at-"*'' 
mdUf'i  oppreffive  adminiftfation  thefe.     We  mufl  not  forget 
to  obfcrve,  thaf  Mi  Bin  Abdallak,  the  graAdbther  of  Abu'l 
Abbat  At  SM0b,  the  firft  Kballf  of  the  hpuft  of  Al  Abban 
died  in  the  117th  year  of  the  Hejra,  in  the  78th  year  of  his 
agti,  and  left  two-and- twenty  children  behind  him  '. 

About  the  119th,  or  the  120th,  year  of  the  Hijra^  Soli-SuVubitt 
man  Ebn  li^am  ravaged  fome  of  the  imperial  provinces  Ebn  Hi* 
contiguous  to  the  Khallfs  dominions,  and  cartied  off  wiA  •''*">  f"** 
him  a  vaft  number  of  [dfbners.  Amot^  thefe  there  wa«^"/" 
■  Ptrganuuian,  who  pretended  to  be  Twiriui,  the  fon  ot^*'^'*' 
the  emperor  ji^iniaH.  This  pretended  (irince  He/bSm^  in  "^'''' 
mdcr  to  do  bis  foo  SeBman.,  who  ^ad  taken  him  prifonn-^^"""  ' 
the  greater  bonourj  »  well  as  to  ftrike  a  tirlor  into  the 
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imperiaT  court,  treated  with  the  bigtieft  marks  of  difUnc- 
don,  as  though   he  had   been  really  a  member  of  the  im- 
perial famil7  i  fending  him  to  Jern/a/ent,  and  all  the  other 
principal  cities  of  Syria,  efcorted    by  a  rumcrous  body  'of 
troops,  and  attcRded  by  a  very  fplcndid  retinue.    But  how- 
ever'his  fubje£)e  might  be  pleafed  with  fuch  olteiitation  anti 
parade,  it  does  not  appear,  that  (he  Klmlif  himfelf  reaped 
any  cematlcable  advantage  Irom  this  iirepoflerous  condiid. 
Jn  the  I  l8th  year  of  the  I^ejro  died  Mtt'almaiec  Eht  hefg^Oy 
He/ham'fi  governor  of  Egypr,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  Ab^alrab- 
manEbn  KhdUd  Ebn-  Ahjaffr  J!  Fahami.  The  following  year, 
die  /r<&A/J/' removed  the  tyrant  Abd'dmaltc,  to  ehrunrpnkablr 
joy  ot  the  Majkitu  there,  from  his  government  of  Spain  *. 
j^eant  ef     The  next  year,  Soiimjn  Ebn  tiijhan  fell  again  into  tfce- 
tbe  Arab    imperial  territories,  where  he  committed  dreadful  dcpred&- 
i^airi  in  tioos.     Amongft  the  captives  he  carried  into  ilavcry,  tbar 
'bpaui.       wu  one  Eujiathius,  the  fon  of  Marianus,    a  Greek  of  A- 
fliHAtQn,whomhetoolcwiihhim  to  the  ^jfu/i/'scouit^ia  order 
to  leFoiF  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  him  in  this  expedition. 
After  N»Jham  had  difmilTed  Abttaimola,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  Arabs-  there,  from  the  honourable  poll  he  bad  fo  unjufUy 
enjoyed  a  confiderabie  time   in  Spam,   he  appointed   one 
Ocba,  or  rather  Okba^  to  prefid*  over  the  Arabi  of  that  pro- 
'  vince  in  his  room.     Okba,  upon,  Ms  arsival  at  Cordubm^  im- 

prifoned  his  predeceflbr,  loaded  hinvwiih  irons,  and  deprived 
9f  their  o£ces  all  ,the  judges  and  governors  of  eieies,  that 
owed  to  him  their  elevation.  He  likewife  obliged  the  Araii 
under  his  government  to  obferve  (Iri^y  the  ceremonies,  as 
weUjij  the  moral  duties,  injoined  by  their  religion,  coile^cd 
•he  tribute  exafled  of  the  Chrifliam  wiih.  the  utmofl  rigour^ 
took  all  opportunities  that  ofFcred  of  (illitig  tht  KhaiJfi  cof- 
fers, and  brought  alt  tfae  moft  enormous  oSenders  to  coadiga 
punishment.  Howcvet:,  as  he  govtmerf  exa<91y  according 
to  law,  the  Mojhms  could  not  with  atiy  colourof  reafbn  com- 
plain of  the  iniquity  of  h.s  adminiftration.  He  meditated 
an  expedition  againft  tfae  Frtncb,  but  was  not  able  to  cairy 
his  defign  into  execution.  Beir^  arrived  at  Saragtja  with  his 
fieet,  he  received  advice  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  that  the 
,  MoJIims  of  Spain  Itad  an  intention  to  dcpofe  him  ;  upon  which* 
he  po&ed  away  with  all  pofliblc  ceieriiy  firft  to  (.'ariluia,  and 
afterwards  to  the  continent  of  Apitay  where  he  aflembled  k 
boi!y  of  troops,  with  which  he  returned  to  Spain,  put  the 
ringleaders  of  the  proje^d  revolt  to  death,  and  fettled  him- 
fall  once  more  in  his  former  pofl.    Afterwards  growing  very 
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infirm,  he  relied  the  government  to  hU  prcdeceflbr  Abd^aU 
tnaitc  in  the  I24.th  year  of  the  Hijra,  with  the  unanimotu 
spprobation  of  all  the  Kbahfi  fubjeos  in  Spain,  a  little  before 
be  died.  We  muft  not  fot^et  to  obferve,  that  ytb^ahah'  ' 
man  Ebn  KhaUd  Ebn  Mefaffir  Ebn  Tabit  Al  Fahami  was  re- 
moved from  the  government  of  Egypt,  after  he  had  rcHded 
there  about  a  year,  and  Handala  Ebn  Sajw&n  Al  Calhi  fubfli- 
tuted  in  his  room  b. 

Im  the  120th  year  of  the  Htjra,  Hijham  removed  KhiUd  Abmk-      ■ 
Al  Karli  from  the  lieutenannr  of  Irak,  and  appointed  Yu/efiayyal 
£im  Owur  Al  Tbaktfi  to  preudc  over  that  province.     It  ap-  tmfiitMtii 
pean  from  fome  of  the  authors  followed  by  AlMakin,  that  one  patriarth 
Abitakhanjal  was  about  this  time  conflituted  patriarch  of  Ait-  'f  Ale- 
xandria,  and  afterwards  perfecuted  by  Abd'abnaleeSbn  Mufa  x>ndri)^ 
Ebn  Nafr,  originally  a  y/w,  at  that  time  governor  of  £^yr; 
ivho  firft  iropriloned  him,  and  then  extorted  from  him  a  large 
fum  of  money,  which  he  was  obliged  to  b^  of  the  Cbrijiiaas  , 

fettled  in  Egypt  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  But 
as  the  fads  touched  upon  in  this  relation  have  not  been  men- 
tioned by  Eutyehius,  or  Sa'id  Ebn  Batrik,  who-  has  written  the 
ftiHcft  and  molt  particular  account  of  theafFairs  of  the  church 
of  Ait^ondria,  during  this  period,  we  will  not  take  upon  us  Co  ' 
^termine  'Whether  M  Maim,  or  rather  the  authors  he  fol- 
lowed, are  abfolutely  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  point  before 
us  ', 

Thb  following  year,  being  the  121ft  of  the  Hejia,  Ziid ZcHrthtlk 
Etn-  M  Ebtt  iSft'm  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Abu  TaUb  affemblcd  an  a^aij^ 
army  of  14,000  men  at  Cafa,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  r£«Klia- 
that  city  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him.     But,  upon  the  lif,  andU 
approach  of  Tufif  Ebn  Omar,  the  governor  of  Bafra,  with  a  dtf»aud 
body  of  troops  to  extinguifb  this  rebellion,  they  afltcd  him  kt  Yiifef 
"what  were  his  fentiments  of  Abu  Bar  and  Omar?    He  re-  ^'^ 
plied,  he  had  always  entertained  a  good  opinion  of  them,  """f* 
Upon  which,  they  renounced  their  allegiance  to  him,  re- 
fcinded  their  former  oath,  and  immediately  deferted  him ;  fo 
that  he  found  himfclt  obliged  to  ftand  an  engagement  with 
only  fourteen  men.     He  could  not,  therefore,  forbear  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  Cufam,  by  their  infamous  conduit  on  this  ocoL- 
fion,  had  adcd  in  charai^er,  and  played  over  again  the  game 
of  Htftin,     In  fine,  Yufef  eafily  defeated  him,  pierced  hia 
brain  with  an  arrow,  and  confequcntly  kiUed  him  upon  the 
^rat     Of  the  few  cdfant  that  attended  him,  not  one  efcapcd. 

*  THeopHAH.et  CsDaeit.  nbi  fup.   Roi>sric.Toi.et«h,  ub! 
fnp.c.xr.     Abu  Jaafak  AlTabar.    Al  Makin,  uIh  fup.  p.  ' 

80.  <  A>ir  Jaafak  AlTabab.  AlMakih.  ubtfup. 

p.  80,82,  8j. 
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After  the  end  of  the  xflion,  Yvfef  oiAeieA  his  head  to  be  cut 
off,  and  lent  it  to  the  KbaSfy  hj  whoTe  comnund  it  was  fixed 
upon  one  of  the  gates  of  Damafiut.  His  bod^  was  dqKdited 
in  a  fcputchre  the  fame  night  he  died,  out  of  which  it  vas  ta- 
ken the  next  morning,  and  affixed  to  a  crofs  or  gibbet  erefted 
for  that  purpofe ;  but  Toon  after  reduced  to  aflics,  fo;  an  ex- 
prels  order  of  the  KbaSf.  His  fon,  in  order  to  avdd  meet- 
ing with  the  fame  fate,  fled  to  Baikh^  the  metropolis  of  JQ»- 
rfl/3w,  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Lorajftiy  the  father  of  Hf- 
lUifiu,  king  of  Perfia,  about  the  time  that  Nthucbadaexxar 
made  himfclf  mafler  of  fitufeUm,  Some  believe  that  it  was 
built  by  jlkxttTtder  tht  dreat,  and  from  him  at  firft  denomi- 
nated Alexandria  i  but  Gilhit,  with  a  greater  degree  of  proba- 
bility, takes  it  to  anfwet  to  ihe  Baiira  of  the  antients.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  it  is  fituatcd  in  a  very  pleafant  and  fertUe  coun- 
try, upon  the  Dehajh,  a  fine  river  that  pafles  by  its  fubintc, 
and,  about  twelve  paralangs  from  the  city,  difchaxgc*  riftif 
into  the  Oxtu.  Soon  after  the  exttnftion  of  the  precedii^ 
rebellion,  Mofltma  Ehn  Abialmahc^  the  KhaltJ*a  brotbcft 
penetrated  into  the  imperial  territories,  and  made  himUf 
mafler  of  Catamana^  a  city  of  confiderable  note.  MtmJm 
Ebn  Mohammed  tin  Mervjan,  furnamed  Hinary  fabdned  Blfi> 
Xhis  year  Serir  AlDbeheb,  ox  r!tlherSerirJiTheM,'liiXtiMf^ 
tbroru  cf  geld,  a  province  fituated  Ixtwcen  the  Evxint  and 
Cafpian  fcas,  in  which  the  city  of  Derhent  Aands,  called  hy 
the  Turif  Demir  Capi,  the  iron  gate  j  and  impofed  upon  tttf 
Khin,  or  prince  of  that  country,  after  he  had  plundered  and 
pillaged  the  inhabitants  of  it,  an  annua]  tribute.  Tbeefino 
alfo  feems  to  intimate,  that  Salimdn  Ebn  Hejhdm  conquend 
that  trail  riiia  very  year ;  which  not  a  Ifttle  fiippom  what  has 
been  advanced  on  this  head  by  the  Arab  hiftorians  '. 

The  next  year,  being  the  ijad  of  the  Hejra,  Mtfltm  Ehn 

Moflema  /fbd'almaltc  Ebn  Mertudtty  Hejhan^i  brother,  departed  this 

<S«.  life.     He  was  the  greateft  general  of  the  age,  and  had  diltin- 

guilhed  himfelf  on  many  occafions  above  the  other  Arah  <xm- 

manders,  both  by  his  courage  and  conduA.     This  year  the 

Khalif  ordered  a  bridge  to  be  built  over  the  EvphrateSy  thfc 

-  conftruflion  of  which  oeran  on  the  Syrian  bank  of  that  river, 

'oppotite  to  the  city  of  CaUtnicum  in  Mtfipttanna  '. 

*  Abo'  Jaapar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makih,  atu  fop.  p.  8i. 

Gaso.  Abu'l-Fara],  ubl  fup.  p.  207.   Yakot,  Ebk  Haw- 

KAL.  GoLitnot.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  17J,  176.  Shakif  AlEdbiii, 

Khosdiuik,  Theophan.  ubi  fop.  p.  344.  D'HaaiiL.  B^'otlt. 

'  '  orient,  in  art.  Hedbiam  Bm  AbdaJmaltk,  p-  4  { I . 

■  Abu  jAAPAh  AlTabar.    Al  Makik,  abifop.    Dioari. 
Tblhakbhi,  et  Jo*.  Siu.  AitiiiAN.  ubi  fup.  p.  107. 
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Ik  tbe  ia3d  year  of  the  Hejra,  commencing  Nevember A hlavJug 
a6th,  740,  the  KbaltfHe^amt  as  we  And  aflertcd  by  Thto-fiar  of. 
fbatut,  ordered  a.  very  confidcrable  number  of  Chriftian  cap- ftari. 
tivc3>  taken  by  his  generals  in  their  imiptions  into  the'  im- 
perial territories,  to  be  put  to  the  fword.    Which  article, 
however,  feems  too  repugnant  to  the  civil  and  religious  con- 
fiitution  of  the  Moflena^  as  here  before  defcribed,  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  certain  and  indubitable  tniih.     Either  this  or  the 
fbllowiug  year,  about  the  beginning  of  Jantwry,  a  remark- 
able comet,  or  blazing-liar,  is  faid  to  have  appeared  '. 

The  next  year,  being  the  j  J4.th  year  of  the  //>;>«,  Hijh&m  A  nM' 
^nt  Handaia  £in  Safwattf  ihtgovernta  of  Egypt,  into  ^M'ea,i*»»'» 
and  appointed  fia/ai  Ebn  At  ff^ltd  to  prefide  over  the  people  of  Africa. 
Egypt,  In  this  poft  Hafat  continued  tiD  the  death  of  Hefliam  ; 
but  was  removed  from  it  by  Al  Wai^d  Ehn  Tezid  Ebn  Abital- 
m&Ucy  the  Kbaiifi  fucceflbr,who  fubftituted  Jfa  Ebn  Ab't  At&  in 
his  room.  This  year  the  bridge  6ver  the  T't^U  at  Amida  hav- 
ing received  great  damage  from  an  inundation,  Hejh&m  ordered 
h  (o  be  repa^ed,  or  rather  rebuilt,  and  {}rocured  a  confidcrabl* 
Aumber  of  archtte^s,  who  met  together  at  ffmia^  for  that  purpofe. 
The  conftrtj£tion  of  this  bridge  was,  however,  a  Work  of  fo 
much  difficulty,  that  it  was  not  finifhed  before  the  Khatlfi 
6eath.  About  the  fame  time,  according  to  Dhnyfius  Telma- 
trtvfit,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  oi  Ediffd  were  deflioyed  by  aft 
inundation  of  the  Dejana,  which  laid  almoA  all  the  houfes 
there  under  water ;  tho',  if  we  will  believe  7hcephaias,  that 
inundation  happened  on  the  28th  day  of  the  month  PeritiuSf 
oT  Fihruarj,  in  the  preceding  year.  About  the  year  we  are 
now  upon,  if  Rcdertc  of  toiida  may  be  attended  to,  there  . 
■W3S  a  rebellion  in  the  weflern  part  of  Affua,  which  probably 
extended  itfelf  into  Nlgrltia^  or  at  leaft  to  the  frontiers  of 
that  country,  as  the  rebel  army,  according  to  him,  confifted  of 
Jl^otrt,  fome  of  whom ,  in  their  complexions  and  frizled  hair, 
refembW  the  Ntp-mif  or  Blacit;  and  were  men  of  fuch  de- 
termined courage  and  refoliition,  that  they  defeated  an  army 
of  100,000  men  fent  againft  them  by  the  Khalif.  Nay,  their 
eeneral,  flulbed  with  this  fuccefs,  if  that  author  may  be  cra- 
oited,  mcditaled  the  conqucft  of  Spain  \  which  excited  even  - 

many  of  the  Khatifi  fubjedls  there  to  a  revolt.  However, 
Abxaljnaltc,  iiejham'%  governor  of  that  province,  proved  fu- 
pcrior  to  the  rebels,  drove  a  large  body  of  them  from  Ttltdcy 
after  they  had  befieged  that  city  twenty- fix  days,  cut  many  of 
them  to  pieces,  diiperfed  the  reft,  and  obliged  two  other  bo--  ' 
dies  of  them  to  return  to  their  djity.  But,  notwithilanding 
this,  the  rebel  general,  w^o  had  fet  up'for  bimfelf  in  Africa^ 

'  DtoHr*.  TiLUAKiNs.   et  Joi.  Sim.  Aiiiuam.  ubi  fup. 
TmorHAHii,  ubi  fop,  p.  347. 

J*  3  K-        . 


i^o  The  Hifiory  of  (Be  Araba^.  B.I. 

according  to  Roderic,  flill  continued  to  afleit  his  mdependcncy 
there.  Nay,  he  not  only  baffled  all  the  Khalifz  eiForts  to  re- 
duce him,  but  Jikewife  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  extend 
his  frontiers,  For^  he  fent  an  army,  under  the  command  of 
^^itTalrahniatt,  one  of  his  generals,  to  invade  Spain ;  wbicb 
advanced  to  C^niu^is,  reduced  that  place,  took  /fi^aimdiec  ali^ 
in  it,  and  put  him  to  a  cruel  death.  Could  this  relation  of 
Radtric  be  intirely  depended  Qpon,  it  would  fecm  to  implf, 
that,  before  the  commencement  of  this  rebellion,  the  KbaS/'t 
arms  had  penetrated  into  the  interior  part  o{  Africa,  and  re- 
duced at  le  It  a  coiifidcrabte  part  of  the  country  of  Gatttiia^  if 
notNi^itia,  to  the  obedience  of  that  powerful  prince;  tbo* 
the  rime  when  that  contjueft  was  made  has  not  been  c|eatlj 
pointed  out  to  us  by  any  of  the  Argi  hiflorians  '. 
HeOiSm'j  In  the  125th  year  of  the  Hijra,  commencing  Nfveirin 
dtaib  and  4,th,  742,  on  the  fixth  day  «f  the  latter  Rabl,  Htjbam  Eh* 
thttraBiF.  Ahimmaltc  died  at  Rufafa,  after  he  had  fat  nineteen  yean 
feven  months  and  eleven  days  upon  the  Mejkm  throne.  Eb 
was  fifty-three,  or,  according  to  Aht^l-Farajy  fiiW-five,  or, 
ai  others  wi]l  have  it,  fifty-lix,  years  of  age,  at  the  time  n( 
his  death-  With  regard  to  his  perfon,  he  was  of  a  &ir  con^- 
plcxion,  though  his  hair  was  of  a  reddifh,  or  fandy,  colour. 
Some  of  the  Arab  biftotians  relate,  that  he  was  fquint-eyed, 
and  had  a  very  ugly  face ;  tho*,  according'  to  others,  that  ble- 
nifh,  or  dcfe^,  in  him  was  not  at  all  unbecoming.  Ific  tinged 
his  beard  widi  Al  Htnta  and  Al  Catam,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  did  the  prophet  himfelf,  and  his  immediate  fucceflbra.  In, 
relation  to  his  chara£ler>  it  has  been  obferved  by  fone  of  the 
eaftern  writers,  that  he  governed  without  any  prime  mioifter  j 
tho',  being  of  a  covetous  and  rapacious  difpofition,  he  greatljr 
haral]cd  his  fubje£ts.  He  had  many  wardrobes,  which  cannot; 
be  iaid  of  any  of  his  prcdeceflbrs, '  and  therein  ^n  infinity  of 
,  garments ;  tho',  having  fealed  them  all  up,  his  fucceflbr  Af 
ffalid  could  not  find  a  winding-fheet  to  wrap  his  body  in  aftcf 
his  deceafe,  till  a  fervant  brought  bim  one  for  that  purpofe. 
His  fccreuries  of  ftatc  were  Syi^  Ehn  Al  JValid  Al  Ahrafi  A 
^  Co'tblf'his  principal  favourite,  and  Mohavned  Ebit  AbfPeUA 

'  Ebn  J^ita ;  the  captain  of  his  guards  Caab  Eba  HameJi 
his  judgCt  or  Kadi,  Mohammed  Ebn  Safwan  Aiyamiamii 
and  his  chamberlain  GdUb,  his  frecd-man.  The  inlcriptioq 
of  his  leal  was,  Wifijudgminx  U  a  fat  btafi  of  burden-  The 
£r(l  and  laft  days  oF  his  reign  are  laid  to  have  been  WitJju^ 
4ay.  One  of  bis  Ibns  aligning  oncf;  as  a  rc^fon  for  not  atteiM- 

>  Abo  Jaafar  Al  Tabak.  Al  Maeih,  obi  ibp.  p.  Si,  (Ff, 
JBLonEKie.  ToLETAK.  bill.  Arab,  ad  cilc.  Al  Mak.  biH.  Sanceiv 
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ing  divine  fervice  in  the  mofque,  that  he  had  nobeafttocany 
-him  thither ;  the  Xhalif  forbad  him  the  ufs  of  cither  horfe  or 
camd  fora  whole  yttr.  Oneof  bis  TubjeiBshavingbecnac- 
cufcd  of  drinking  wine,  as  well  as  keeping  finging  girb,  and 
playing  oa  a  lute,  and  brought  before  him  with  the  inftrument 
he  wa4  lb  much  delie'n'ed  with,  the  Khali/ fa\d,.BMt  that 
drum  abnt  the  refemd  forr.  Upon  which,  feme,  of  his  do- 
meftics  beat  the  fellow  wjth  the  lute,  and  lie  fhed  cears  plen- 
tifully. Being  then  advifed  to  take  his  paniflimeirt  padendT^ 
and  nor  difgrace  himfeK  by  weeping,  he  faid,  /  wtep  not  be- 
<tiufi  1  am  trtatii  In  this  manner,  but  beeauje  ht  fe  cmttmptU' 
Mtjly  tails  mf  hat  -a  drum.  We  arc  tuld  by  Theaphanes,  that 
Ijijb^m  pcrmi'ted  the  Uifl/Ham  of  Antmb  to  chufe  for  their 
imtriarch,  after  they  had  been  de|)rived  of  q'm  forty  years  bjr 
the  jlrais,  Stephen,  a  monk  of  uncommon  tanflity  and  au{ie- 
rity  of  I'fe,  and  one  with  whom  be  had  contrafled  a  parti- 
cular intimacy  ;  which  they  confidered  as  a  blefling  derived  (o 
than  immediately  from  heaven,  Thi.  anlde,  though  paflcd 
over  in  filence  by  orbrr  Cbrijiian  writers,  has  likewifc  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  Ctdrenus  in  ^Imoft  the  fame  terms. 
iitjbdm  has  "been  repfcfcr  ted  by  Khendemr,  who  tells  us,  that 
hi  would  not  trufl  any  perfon  with  the  keys  of  his  coffers  in 
%vhich  his  treafures  wer^  iIep<Jiied,  as  oneof  die  moft  avari- 
cious princes  that  ever  lived  ;  which,  indeed,  perfc<Sly  agrees 
with  the  chnrafler  given  of  him  by  other  hilTorians.  Nevcr- 
thirlefs.  h'-  loveJ  hnifcs  extremely,  of  which  he  kept  at  leaft 
4OCO  in  his  (tables.  After  his  death,  700  coffers  full  of 
moveables,  V\i\ei\,  and  garments,  or  habits,  of  various  kinds ; 
amoneft  which  1000  breeches  aad  10,000  fhirts  were  found, 
locked  and  fealed  up  with  his  proper  fcal.  The  diltemper  of 
-which  he  died  was  the  quinfey,  according  to  Ah^l-Feraj.  Hig 
body  was  interred  at  RufSfa,  a  city  fuppofed  to  have  been 
cither  founded  or  rebuilt  by  him;  and,  for  thatreafon,  in 
onler  to  dillingutJh  it  from  other  places  of  the  fame  name,  ■ 
fome  of  the  eaftern  writers  ftile  it  the  RojSfa  of  Hijham.  But, 
notwiihllanding  what  may  have  been  inmiuated  to  the  con- 
trary by  fevcral  of  the  Mofiem  authors,  Rufafa  could  not 
have  been  founded  by  Htpiam,  as  he  refided  there  before  he 
was  Khaltf,  and  £onlequently  before  he  wa^  capable  of  at- 
tempting fuch  a  foundaiion.  However,  he  afterwards  pro- 
bably re,  aitcd  and  enlarf^^  this  city,  which  was  the  Re/dpha 
-(' Pit n'm)  oi  Pto/emj,  a  has  been  remarked  above,  and  is  fre- 
quently mentioned  by  the  Syriat  writers.  It  has  been  already 
obferved,  that  Canjiantine,  furnamed  Coprenymus,  Lee  J/aurt- 
eia's  fon,  was  attacked,  defeated,  and  taken  prifoncr,  ac- 
coidiiig  u>  the  KUthon  followed  by  Ji  Maiin,  by  cne  ofHe- 
P4  JbentM 
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jfc^s  iaa ;  but  that  thit  vrai  utterly  inconfiftent  widt  Mot 
liaq  beet)  related  of  that  prince  by  the  Gre§ii  and  Latin  hiflo- 
rhins.  Wc  muft  beg  le^vc  forther  to  remark,  that  Abm.  A^ 
falkh  M^bamitted  Ebn  Siri»f  who  wrote  a  treadle  oonccnMOg 
(he  interpfettition  of  dreamt,  upon  the  prindplFi  of  the  book 
-  oxnpofed  by  Jtu  if>Si  Jli  Ktrwuni,  fiouriJhed  in  the  rei^  of 
this  ppnce ;  and  that  Ht^gm  had  two  fmall  lordflups,  oiled 
JiHabaaM  AiMfu^,  in  the diitria of £jtiV>  tbatbrou^ 
)^ql  in  an  ajmval  revenue  of  io,ooo  tlirbim ''» 

SECT,    XVII.  . 

f*''/Z'  I  7  P  O  N  the  death  of  ffc/Wm,  Jl  WaUd,  ip  purfiiance  of  hli 
Si  WaUd  ^**'"  Teu^6  laft  will  and  teflatnent,  mounted  the  J*./- 

*  "  'Znn  throne,  H«  was  furnsmcd  Mu'l  Jiiai,  and  prodaJmeJ 
Khaiif  the  very  day  that  his  uncle  Hejbam  died ;  being  dicn 
about  forty  years  of  age.  His  mother  0mm  Al  Hej^  was  the 
daughter  of  Mthammd  Eh  Yufif  Ehn  Al  Haitm  £ia  Jh 
Oioil  Al  Thaiifi.  He  had  been  treated  with  great  kindnefa, 
and  even  marlu  of  dtItini5lioni  by  Hefiaia,  till  he  had  totally 

fiven  himfelf  up  to  a  mofl  difToIutc  courfe  of  lif;.  But  at  laft, 
y  rpending  his  time  in  drunkcnnefs,  an^  difcovering  an  ablb- 
lute  difregard  for  all  the  religious  obfervances  and  inflitutiai^ 
of  the  Mofltmi,  he  incurred  the  difplcafurc  of  that  prince  2 
whoj  finding  his  nephew's  life  to  be  little  better  than  one  con-r 
tinucd  fcenc  of  debajichcry,  firft  reproved  him  for  the  enofini- 
ties  he  was  guilty  of,  and  then,  upon  his  remaining  ftill  incor- 
rigible, altered  the  whole  courfe  of  his  conduct  towards  hun. 
mW^lid',  not  being  able  to  bear  the  rtgoroust  reatment  he  met 
with  from  Htjham^  retiTcd,  wltt)  his  friends  and  domeftics,  to 
Airak,  where  he  remained  till  his  uncle's  death ;  of  which  bcr 
ing  apprised  by  two  couriers,  he  pofted  away  with  the  ut- 
moft  celerity  to  Donutfcus^  in  order  to  take  pofleffiop  of  tbe 
fChalifaf.  During  his  refidence  at  ^srij,  according  to  fomeof 
die  eaftcrn  writers,  Alff^alidbehuved  not  only  in  an  irrcproach- 
flble,  but  even  an  exemplary  manner ;  tho',  after  his  elevatioq 
(p  tjie  MeJUm  throne,  he  f^n  relapfed  into  his  former  cx-f 

*  Abo  Jaapak  AlTabai.  Al  Maiih,  nbifop.  p.  81,  8», 
jjtie.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  107, 108.  Ewttch.  uhi  fap. 
p.  386,  jSq.  Ism,  Abulfed.  de  vit.  Mohammed,  c.  ijr.  p.  143. 
]dan.  Gacb.  not.  in  Abulfed.  ibid.  Theopmah.  obi  fup.  p.  349. 
CpoRC.  CcDiLgB.ubi  fup.  p.  460-  KHDHDEuiKt  EbmShoiinah, 
Vidcctiam  D'^atBtt.  Biblioth.  orient.Dbi  fup.  p.451.  Yakut. 
pP!,il  npt.  ad  Alfngan.  p.  3<i3,  354.  Ptol.  gcogfajA.  lib. 
y-e.  18.  Geobo.  JAc.  f^BHB,  vM^VP-  jo».Su<.  Amimaw.  dif- 
fCf{a(,  ^e  Mono^hyfit, 
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Cefles,  and  abandoned  bim&lf  to  all  font  of  debaudteries. 
Upon  the  arriral  of  the  afordaid  courier,  he  immediately  if- 
filed  an  order  to  thofe  who  presided  over  Hfjham'i  treafurcs, 
which  were  immenfe,  to  fecure  every  thing  for  his  ufe :  up- 
on which,  ^yj^  Ai  WaH^i  fecreUry,  being  rclea&d  ouC 
of  the  pHfiu  where  he  had  hccn  confined  by  Ht/bAtt^  tS~ 
fixed  the  new  Khalt/'s  feal  to  all  the  doon  of  the  treaAiriet, 
and  wouM  not  fu^  any  pcrfbo  to  approach  them  before  hit 
inaAcr  bad  taken  upon  himfelf  the  government.  Hence,  ao> 
cording  to^bt^l-Faraj,  it  came  to  pafs,  that  GdUb,  H*fii&m'% 
frsed-man,  was  obliged  to  wrap  up  that  prince's  corpfe  in  a 
windii»-lbcet,  iiothmg  better  being  at  that  time  to  bo  found. 
AlWaMd  ii  laid  to  have  treated  hia  prcdeceffiir's  friends  and  do- 
Btefiici  with  extreme  feverity  i  telling  them,  that  this  was  the 
veiy  {asat  treatment  he  and  his  adherents  had  met  with  from 
their  mafier.  The  lame  and  the  blind  of  Domefcus  he 
doalbed  and  fupplied  with  plenty  of  provilions,  ana  diAri- 
bated  a  vift  quantity  of  perfumes  and  coftly  apparel  amoneft 
the  women  of  that  city,  Ibon  after  his  accei&on.  In  fine,  ne 
WM  prodigal  to  a  furpriung  d^ree  >  never  refufing  any  favour 
to  a  perfon-  who  put  up  a  petition  to  him.  Having  increafiid 
with  a  tenth  pan  the  pay  vS  all  the  tnxips  within  his  vaft  and 
ntcA  extenfive  dominions,  he  wonderfully  conciliated  the  af- 
Jcdions  of  the  foldiety  to  him ;  fo  that  he  eafily  prevailed 
upon  them,  and  of  courfe  the  whole  body  of  his  fubje^, 
tA  agree  to  the  fcttlement  of  the  fucceffion  upon  his  two 
Ions  At  Haiwm  and  Othman^  in  fuch  a  manner  that  die  fiir- 
vivor  waa  deftined,  after  the  death  of  the  other,  to  afoeod 
&e  Mtfitm  throne.  It  appears  from  the  eaftem  writen,  that 
Yabja  Ebn  Ztid  Bin  AH  Eb»  Htftin^  who,  after  his  father's 
death,  had  made  his  efcape  to  Balih,  the  metropolis  of  Kh^' 
r«^,  was  defeated  and  put  to  the  fword  by  a  body  of  Al 
fraUiti  troops  at  Jurjant  Jurjana,  or  Geerglana,  in  the 
135th  year  of  the  h^ra^  not  long  after  Hejbam's  death.  The 
body  of  this  Imam  (for  foheja  called  l^  the  followers  of  yffi_) 
was  firft  affixed  to  a  gibbet,  or  crofs,  and  afterwards  reduced 
to  aflies,  which  were  thrown  into  the  Euphratts,  according 
ts  Abu'l-Faraj.  But  this  laft  panicular  feems  to  be  a  mif- 
take,  as  the  city  of  G«»rf/iifw,  the  metropolis  of  a  province 
nf  the  liune  name,  is  faid  by  feme  to  belong  to  KhBrafdn^  by 
others  to  Tobtrifian^  and  by  others  to  Kbnvarexmf  not  far 
fiom  the  coaft  of  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  confequently  at  a  very 
coalulerable  difiance  from  the  Eupbreta.  This  year,  that  is,- 
fhe  125th  of  the  Hijray  the  repofe  of  the  Arab  dcminioDS'iii 
SfaHy  according  to  Rodtric  of  Teltiot  was  difturbed  by  ctrll 
difenfioni.  .^/A^fi^fentone^^VA^ttrArtotakeuprnhi^fcIf 
tbe  coyeTpnieiit  of  that  piovinpe  }  but  be  fras  opi  o&d  by  the 
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^abs  there,  under  the  conduct  of  Ifmael  and  Tt^at,  two  of 
thetr  coumrymen,  who  at  )a(i  found  an  opportunity  of  cut- 
ting him  off:  after  which  event,  Toiai  was  uDanimruOy  de- 
dxred  the  comm^niier  in  chief  of  the  MaJUmt  in  Spain.  Tlie 
ftme  year  the  Khalifa  forces  made  an  irruption  in^  the  imp^ 
rial  territoric:,  where  they  committed  dreadful  depredations, 
and  carried  off  with  them  an  incredible  number  of  CbriJHan 
prilbncrs.  About  the  fame  time,  the  eoiperor  Ctnftemtaie^ 
fitrnamet)  Coprtnfmus,  hat  JntireM  Spathariui  hisembaOador 
toDama/cus,Xo  foliicit  fuccoursof  rillValid;  and  jfrtaia/iu, 
his  compMitoT,  difpaiched  Gregoriui  Legathela,  as  his  mini- 
fier,  un  the  fame  occafion,  to  the  Kbalif's  court.  It  has  beta 
Feraatked  by  Thtapharus,  that  Peter,  the  metropolitan  oiDa- 
mafcut,  had  his  tongue  cut  out  out,  for  refie^Ung  upon  the 
Mihammidan  tenets,  by  AlWalid^i  order,  and  was  afterwards 
banifhed  to  Yaman ;  as  alfo,  that  both  he  and  another  Cbri' 
^ian  of  the  fame  name,  at  Ma'nma  in  PaUji'au^  iiiffletcd 
martyrdom  the  ikmc  year  '. 
AI  Wa-  Tub  following  year,  being  the  126th  of  die  Hijra,  be- 
lid'i  <!ra<iginnixig  OSltbtr  25th,  74.3,  Jl  ffalid  opeoly  [wofelled  Z£k£~ 
^^Jtha'  tifm,  a  fpecies  of  intidelity  nearly  rcrembling  SaJ^MKifm 
r*^^'  amongft  the  "Jt^f^  and  perhaps  not  very  remou  from  the 
Dtijm  of  Ibmc  of  our  modern  unbelievers,  if  we  wl)l  believe 
die  PerfifiH  hiHorians;  which,  together  with-  his  flagitiout 
and  abandcHKd  cuurfe  of  life,  the  genuine  confequence  of  the 
impious  principles  be  ftuintaincd,  gave  fuch  offcnire  to  the 
people  of  Syria,  that  they  unanimoufly  refolved  to  depofa 
him.  In  order  to  which,  dicy  chnfc  Tmid,  the  Ton  of  /f/ffa^ 
Rd\.  his  coufin-^erman,  for  their  leader,  and  inaugura:ed 
him  K^lif.  Ytmd  was  no  fooner  placed  on  the  throne,  than 
be  aJIembled  a  body  of  troops,  and  marched  againft  //<  If'alid^ 
who  then  refided  in  the  territory  of  fc^/tra,  at  sfmalidiHance 
from  Damafiui.  The  mutineers  eafily  difperfed  the  Khaiif% 
forces,  and  befi^ed  him  in  his  palace.  At  their  firft  appear- 
ance before  the  gates,  he  expoltulated  with  them,  and  re- 
proached diem  with  ingratitude ;  telling  them,  that  "  he  hui 
*'  eafcd  them  of  their  taxes,  relieved  tiielr  needy,  and  beea 
•'  more  generous  to  them  than  any  of  hii.  predeccflbrs."  To 
which  they  replied,  that "  tho'  they  were  hy  no  meant  ftrao- 
'  A10  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  Qbifup.  p.  84.  Eir- 
TYCH.  patriarch.  Alexaiidrin.  inna).  ubifup,  p.  jSS.  189.  Gkec. 
Aitr'L-FAKA),  ubi  fop-  p.i09,'2iO.  EbnShohNah,  Kronoi- 
Hit,  Goi.ii  DM.ad  AlfragSD.  p.  190,  191.  Abui.fei>.  lageogr. 
HuMDALLA,  Sa'id  Ebm  Ali  Al  Jvkjahi.  Yakut,  Albekt. 
ScHULT-ind.  get^raph.  ad  vie.  Salad,  ia  voc  Grargia.  RooBaic 
ToiETAH,  ubiTup.  cxvii.  p.  (6.  TijEgPHAN.  chiooograpti.  p, 
149. 3£Q. 
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**  gen  to  his  good  qualities,  yet  they  at  the  fame  time  knew, 
**  that  his  bad  ones  vaOly  preponderated ;  that  he  had  fre- 
<*  qucntly  inebriated  himrelf  with  wine,  kept  up  an  illicit 
'*  commerce  with  his  father's  concubines,  and  been  gull^  oF 
•■  almoft  every  kind  of  criminal  excefles,"  After  which,  ten 
of  the  moft  reiolute  of  them  forcing  their  way  into  the  palace^ 
ffaja  jf/Fam/i,  their  leader,  or,  according  to  others,  Abd'allah 
Eb»  JbiTalmaltc,  or,  laftly,  as  others  will  have  it,  fP'ahmal 
£bn  Al  ffaUdy  difpatched  him  with  vcr^  f^rcat  eafci  he  not  at> 
tempting  to  make  the  leaft  refinance.  Afterhis  death,  one  of 
hti  bands  and  his  head  were  cut  off,  carried  in  triumph  thro' 
the  ftreets  of  Damefcut^  and  at  laft  affixed  to  one  of  the  gates  . 
of  that  city.  The  funeral  prayers  were  faid  over  him  by  Ibra- 
him Ebn  AIIVbIH,  at  the  time  of  bis  interment,  in  the  ufual 
manner. '  His  two  font,  M  Hakem  and  Oibman,  furnamed  tht 
Rams,  were  immediately  imprifoned,  as  foon  as  Tt%id  had 
communicated  to  the  Mt>fitms  the  news  of  his  aflaffination* 
With  regard  to  his  perfon,  AlWaM  was  of  a  middle  ftature, 
bad  a  handfome  face,  tho'  his  hair  began  to  grow  grey,  and  a 
fair  complexion.  He  was  of  averywickeddifpofition,  being 
extromcly  addicted  tu  gaming,  dninkcnncfs,  and  every  fpecicg 
of  fcnfu^ity.  He  kept  company  only  with  the  younger  and 
more  abandoned  part  of  his  fubjcfts.  He  rarifhcd  a  girl  in  one 
of  his  drunken  fts,  and  afterwards  obliged  her  to  repeat  fome 
prayers  to  the  multitude,  with  a  veil  over  her  face.  He  is 
ftkcwife  faid  to  have  earned  wine  and  dogs  with  him  to  Micca^ 
being  vaflly  fond  of  hunting,  and  to  have  ordered  an  iron  ^ 

tomb  to  be  made  for  him,  which  he  propofed  to  have  placed 
in  a  certain  part  of  the  Caaba,  Not  with  Handing  his  life  waa 
one  continued  fccne  of  debauchery,  he  had  quick  parts,  and 
was  a  tolerable  good  poet ;  tho'  he  cxerciM  his  genius  chiefly 
on  the  moft  obfcene  and  lafcivious  fubjcds,  A  fpecimen  cS 
his  poetical  performances  has  betn  prcferved  \yj  Al  Makin\ 
who  informs  us,  that  he  ordered  Ma'bad,  a  finger  in  favour 
'with  him,  to  repeat  two  or  three  vcrfe;,  and  then  preci- 
{ritated  himfcif  thrice  into  a  fort  of  bafon,  or  refervoir,  formed 
of  wine  and  water  for  that  purpofe;  which  proved  a  great' 
diminution  of  his  authority,  and  paved  the  way  to  his  dc- 
AruSion.  Eutjfbius  reprefents  him  as  a  perfon  of  confider- 
fible  eloquence,  though  this  did  not  turn  out  of  lb?  lealt  ad« 
rantage  cither  to  bimfclf  or  his  fubjefis.  To  his  other 
•oormous  crimes  he  added  that  of  gluttony,  according  to  At 
Mailn.  He  was  aflaffioated  toward^  the  clofe  of  the  lutcv 
.JuneJat  after  he  had  reigned  a  year  and  three  months,  being 
(ben  about  forty-two  years  of  age.  He  had  thirteen  chiU 
^rcn,  fome  of  which  were  boys,  and  others  girls.  His  fecre- 
(|IT  of  fl?tc  was  Al  Abbas  Ebn  Mofitim  \  his  judge,  or  Kaity 
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MAammii  EhH  Saftuan  Jl  JamjaTTiit  the  captain  of   hia 
efiuda  jfb^alrahm4n  £in  Hemaiii  Al  Calii  i   and  his  chun- 
,  perlun  Ketri,  his  freed-man.    The  firA  day  of  his  rci^ 

was  Thurfdaj  j  and  the  infcription  of  his  Teal  was,  O  W  a- 
LID,  ftar  dtatb!  The  untimdy  end  of  this  Khallf  yiavai 
a  morul  wound  to  the  houfe  of  Ominijab,'ind  of  courle  not  k 
little  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  ihe  family  of  ^/  AhUi 
to  the  il/^!rm  throne.  >#/ ^/^^  is  farther  faid,  by  the  P«r>Sa 
hiftoiiatu,  to  have  been  Jo  impious  a  prince,  that  he  tore  to 
pieces,  and  bod  under  foot,  feveral  copies  of  the  Karam  k. 

SECT.    XVUI. 

Sih/t-  VEZID,  thefonof  ^/ra/Wl  whofucceeded-^/W^jn. 
tuiti-bj  -^  in  HcitKballfttty-VKiy  according  to ^^vV-ZoriT;,  a  jufl  and 
Yexid, /£(  virtuous  prince.  He  was  generaUy  furnamed  Abu  Kbcltit 
fin  afA\  and  fometimes,  by  way  of  deriSon,  Al  Naiis,  tht  diminifittr, 
Wah'd  I.  and  Ebn  Al  Neiei,  the  fin  ef  tht  di/ninijber,  or  thefia  af  tbi 
Jimini/htdf  bccaufe  he  found  himfclf  obliged,  by  the  enqitiiuft 
of  his  cojfer^  to  diminiifa  the  pay  that  had  been  aWowtA  tht 
Jbldiery  by  the  Kballfs.  His  mother  was  Mob  AJrid,  or  Sbab' 
ftrtnd^  according  to  the  Art^  hiltorians,  the  dau^tcr  of /!• 
r&%y  the  foR  of  YatAejtrd.  He  became,  therefore,  Ibv*- 
reign  of  Perjia  bv  hereditary  right ;  and  was  ib  far  from 
thinking  himfelf  aoove  claiming  the  title  derived  to  bim  from 
his  mother,  even  after  he  was  Kbalif,  that  he  confiantly  fliM 
himfelf  the  fon  of  Kbofri,  king  oiPtrJiay  the  defcendant  of 
the  KbalSf  JHerwitt,  and  a  prince  amoi^  whofe  anceflors,  of 
the  mother's  iidc,  were  the  Reman  emperor  and  the  KhJiat, 
Soon  after  his  inauguration,  he  caufed  the  MoJUmt  to  ackoow* 
kdge  his  brother  Ibrahim  the  heir  apparent  of  the  crown, 
and,  after  him,  the  fucceffion  legally  to  devolve  upon  4ht»- 
lazi^  Ebn  Al  Htjdj  Bin  AbiTalmaUc ;  and  then  obliged  then 
to  take  the  oath  of  alliance,  or  Adellty,  to  thofe  princes.  Up- 
on the  divulgaiioii  of  the  news  of  Al  if^al!d'&  violent  death  in 
the  provinces,  great  commotions  happened  there.  The  peo^ 
of  iV»fi  demanded  the  blood  of  the  Khalifa  or,  in  other  words, 
inlUled  that  vengeance  fhould  be  taken  of  his  murderen  for 
ihe/effufion  of  that  blood.  To  extinguifh  this  rebdlioi^ 
Tnid  fent  an  army  againft  them;  which  they  foon  defeated, 

■■  Am.  Leb  Takikh,  Khohdimir,  EbhShohnar,  Ai.Mo». 
TATKAF,  apad  Pocoek.  in  not.  ad  fpec.  bift.  Arab.  p.  136.  nttl 
ipfe-Poc.  ibid.  Rilakd.  de  relig.  Motumtni.  p.  170.  Millio)  de 
Mobammedifm.  ante  Mohammed,  p.  ji  1.  Gieo.  Aau'L.fjiaAj, 
ubifup.  p.  no,  11 1.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  8;,  86.  Eutvcb. 
ubifup.p.jSS — 391.  Theofuan,  ubifuf.  p.  3ji.  CioaEs.abi 
fnp.  p.f6i. 
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and  put  300  of  his  men  to  the  fword.  Stlim&n  Ehn  Hefiany 
who  had  been  loaded  with  irons,  made  an  imiptioti  into  the 
diftl^d  t^  AlMaarra  AlNetmant  or  Maarra  Namani,  ravaged 
it,  and  then  advanced  to  Damefcui.  The  people  of  Paitftine  role 
aninft  thc'iT  governor,  and  killed  him.  Duiing  thefe  troubles, 
Ttxid  [cmovcd  ThJe/EiH  Omar  from  the  lieutenancy  of  Irai, 
atid  fubftitutcd  Manfur  Ehn  Jamtir  in  his  room.  About  the 
£une  time,  Mrrwbi  Eht  MBbammed,  fumamed  Himar,  re- 
belled againft  Yexid  in  Armtmm  saving  out,  that  his  dcfign 
was  to  revenge  the  death  of  Al  f^UJ.  jHe  aflembled  a  ytry 
confiderable  force,  but  wifS  pacified  by  fexid,  who  confnred 
upon  him  the  government  of  Mtfipetam'ta,  Matafil,  Armtniay 
tnd  AdtrUj&n.  on  condition  that  he  fhould  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  niiti.  The  Grtik  writers  Teem  to  intimate,  tint 
he  was  a  liiend  to  the  l^mily  of  Al  ff'atid  II,  and  defu-ous  of 
taking;  the  fons  of  that  KbaHf  under  his  proteftion }  which  is  ' 
likewtfe  confirmed  by  fome  oixhtArab  hiftoriatis.  We  are  told 
by  Thnpbants  and  Cedreiait,  that  a  comet  appeared  in  the  nor- 
'  tbem  uut  of  the  hcmifphcre  towards  the  dole  of  the  KhaUfat 
of  Al  WttEd ;  and  that  the  people  fntcd  on  the  coaft  of  the 
Cajplan  Tea  were  greatly  alarmed  by  feveral  violent  fhocks  of 
kn  tarthquake  about  the  fame  time.  It  cannot  be  inferred 
from  RaderU  of  Ttbdo^  that  any  thing  remarkable  happened, 
daring  the  reign  of  Tetad  Ehn  Al  Waiid  Ehn  Ahd'elmdlftl  in 
Spaia  1. 

Soon  after  the  conchifion  of  the  pacification  between  the  Ye^ 
KheBf  2ni  Merwan  Ehn  Mohammed,  fumamed  Himar^  ntdittef/h 
Harran  in  Afe/epotamiat  ihe  former  died  of  the  plague  KDa-Pl'^U 
majivi,  on  Wtdnefday  the  iSth  of  the  month  Dhi^lhajja^  in  the  "f'*'  ^ 
126th  year  of  the  Htjra,^CT  he  had  reigned  five  or  fix  months,  ™^''«i»* 
'and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  forty,  or,  as  others  fay,  forty- '  ^, 
fix^yearsof  age.   Hts  funeral  fervice  was  faid  by  Ibrahim  Ehn^"    ' 
AlfP'alid  his  brother,  who  fucceeded  him.    As  to  his  perfoni 
he  was  of  a  thin  habit  of  body,  a  moderate  ftature,  and  k 
iwarthy  complexion.     His  mufiaches,  or  whilkers,  were  not 
fo  ihkk  and  large  as  thofe  of  the  Arabs  generally  are.     With 
regard  to  his  difpofition,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  odcntatious, 
doquent,  and  proud.     He  was,  however,  after  his  elevation 
to  the  MeJUm  throne,  looked  upon  as  an  honeft,  juft,  and 
good-natured  prince.     He  hath  been  reprefented  as  a  favourer 
of  the  Kadarians,  a  (tO.  denying  abfolute  prcdeftination ;  fay- 

<  Gaao.  AanVFAKaj,  «bi  fup.  p.  211,  211,  Al  Makik, 
■bi  bf.  p.  86, 87.  EtiTTCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  390,  391.  KROkvaMta, 
D'HiKBEL.  Biblioth.  oiient.  in  art.-  Jniid  Btn  Falld,  p.  487. 
TaEorHAH.  cbroDograph.  p.  351.  GeoRO.  CsDaiN.  abi  fop, 
Vid«  Romaic.  TMlTaM.  vfet  fup-  c.  xvii.  p.  t6. 
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tng,  that  evil  and  injuftice  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  God, 
but  ta  man,  who  i>  a  free  agent,  and  may  therefore  be  re- 
warded or  punifhed  for  his  aSions,  which  God  has  granted 
him  power  either  to  do  or  to  let  alone.  Some,  thej^dbre, 
im^ine,  that  they  are  denominated  Kadnrians,  becaufe  tb^ 
deny  4i  Kadr^  or  GodV  obfobtte  dtcrtt ;  tho'  others,  think- 
ing it  not  fo  proper  to  affix  a  name  to  a  fefi  from  a  dodiine 
which  they  combat,  will  have  it  to  come  from  Kadr^  or  £»• 
drat,  i.  e.  fewer,  becaufe  they  aflert  man's  p»wer  to  a^  freely. 
Some  pretend,  that^hc  Kadariaitt  are  the  Magima  of  the 
Mafltmi,  as  admitti^  a  good  principle,  viz.  God,  and  an 
evil  one,  viz,  man  \  and  cliat  the  firft  author  of  this  fed  was 
Maiad  Ebn  Khditd  Al  J«hni,  who  was  put  to  death  by  the 
famous  jil  Hijnj  at  Bafra  ■". 
ttmtfar.  We  are  told  by  M  Mak'm,  that  the  body  of  Tevid,  whkh, 
ibtrfarii-  as  well  as  that  of  his  predeceJIbrj^/  Walid,  feems  to  have  bem 
tml«rs  Tt'  buried  at  Damejtui,  was  dug  up,  and  affixed  to  a^rots,  or 
iatiug  l»  gibbet,  by  order  of  Mtrwan  Elm  Mthammtd,  furnamed  Hi- 
**'*•  mar,  the  lall  Kbalif  of  the  houfe  of  Ommijah,  after  he  bad 
afcended  the  Mojltm  throne.  YesJd's  fecretary  of  flate  waa 
Tdbit  Ebn  Solimin ;  his  judge,  or  Kadi,  Othman  Ebn  Omar 
Ein  Muja  JlTimi;  the  captain  of  his  guards,  TixiJMtM 
M  Shammoib  Al  Laibmi  \  and  his  chamberlain,  his  ferrant, 
Fatan.  The  fitft  day  of  his  reign  was  Friday,  atul  the  laft 
Wednefday.  The  infcriptlon  of  his  feal  was,  6  Yezid,^- 
Jift  in  that  which  is  right !  The  Gr«i  writers  inform  us, 
that  he  was  furnamed  LeipfiUi  or  diminijhtd;  which  ^mxj 
nearly  correfpotids  with  the  Arabic  Natif,  or  Al  Naitt,  i 
niclcname  fomelimes  given  him  by  the  M'fl*""-  V^e  muft 
not  forget  to  bbfcrve,  thai  Ehn  Arrahtb  and  Abitl  WeUd,  as 
well  as  Eutychius,  or  Ehn  Batrii,  arid  Abu'l-Fmajf  aflert  Al 
ffalidU.  to  have  reigned  precifely  one  year  and  three  montlis. 
It  appears  from  Dionyfius  Telmarenfit,  that  Ytad,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  his  brothers  Ibrahim  and  Ahbai,  together  wiA 
Ahd'ala%\z  Ebn  Al  Hfjaj  Ebn  Aid  ahnalec,  contrived  and  ef* 
fcitrd  the  deflru^lion  of  that  Kbalif;  ar,d  that  he  was  aflaffi- 
natcd  at  ihe  city  of  Care.  Vionyjius  likewife  relies,  that 
Tes:.id  fat  fix  whole  momhs  upon  the  Mo-f.im  throne.  It  may 
be  iiitnred  from  dl/u' I- Faraj ,  (hat  the  frieiitis  of  the  houfe  oS 
Al  Albas,  at  Mera  in  Khorafan,  began  to  put  themftlvcs  ta 
moiton  this  year ". 

SECT. 
•  Al.  Makih,  Ewtycm.  et  GiiEfl.  Aaw't-FxRAi,  obi  fup.  Aa 
$HAfiKE<TAN.  Spud  Poi'Oclctuin,  II.  nnx.  ad  fpec.  hill.  Arab.  iK 
tin.  23S,  140,  &c.   uc  ei  "pit  ?oQ.  ibid     D'Hlrbsl.  BibliotL 
orient,  in  art   Cad'aiM,  p.  214.  "   Al  Makih,  abi  Jjip. 

p.  S7.    EuTYCu.  obi  lap.  p.  390,  39t,    THiOPHaM.  ct  i.<im«. 
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SECT.    XIX. 

IBrahimEbnAlWalidEbnAbd'almalbcEbnMer-  '^'^'n 
WAN  Ebk  Al  HAKtM,  in  coiifequer.ce  of  the  Icttlcment  of  Ebn  A! 
the  fucce&ion  in  ihe  preceding  reign,  was  declaied  AJiw/iyUie  ""''" 
fame  day  that  his  brother  Tt%id  J;cd,  His  mother's  name  was  '^  TT 
l^aamn,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  liajbefo.     His  fubjcfls     '      °"'' 
ibmetimcs  dignified  him  with  the  title  of  Khulif^  fomctimcs 
with  that-of  emptrtr  ef  tfir  faithful,  aiwl  fomciimcs  tiley  con- 
fidend  him  only  as  a  private  perfon.     His  reign  was  To  fliort^ 
thu  it  has  fcarce  bf^n  mentioned  by  Eulychius;  nor  have 
Dicnyjim  Tilmannju  luid  7%iopbaitts  taki:ii  any  farthei  notice 
of  him,  than  barely  to  obfcrve,  that  he  fucceeded  hiii  brother 
Yezid.    According  to  the  former  of  thofe  writers,  about  the 
time  that  this  prince  fidl  took  upon  himfelf  the  government^ 
a  grievous  famine  and  pe&iJence  raged  alt  over  the  eal)  °. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  the  Hejra  127,  commenc-  wi J  hJiri 
ing  Oilnber  1 3th,  744,  Merwan  Eba  Mabammid  Ebn  A^er-  fo/td. 
tuda  Ebn  jII  Haktm,  furnamed  Himar^  the  governor  of  Me- 
Jopotamta^  Mawjtl,  Armenia,  uid  Jlderbijatt^  who  had  re- 
belled againll  lisu'd,  under  the  pretext  of  revenging  the 
murder  of  Jl  fVaUd  II.  marched  firft  to  Edtja,  and  af^  ' 
terwards  to  Kinnifrin,  with  a  powerful  army,  in  order  to 
lay  fiege  to  Damafcus,  and  depofe  Ibrahim.  Bajhar  and 
Mefrur  Ebn  Al  Jt^aUd,  who  then  commanded  the  Khalifa 
Jbrces  a  Kinnifrin,  being  apprized  oi  Altrwan'&  approach, 
advanced  at  the  head  of  their  troops  to  give  him  battlej  but 
they  were  dcfened  hy  their  men,  wiio  went  over  in  a  body  to 
the  enemy,  and  delivered  up  their  generals  into  Avr  win's 
hands.  Bajoar  and  Mafrur  were  ihcrcuire  thrown  into  pri- 
fon,  and  there  for  fume  time  l^rajtlj  confined;  afier  which, 
Merwan  advanced  to  Hems,  the  i.ihabitants  of  whi(.h  city 
immediately  toot  theoathof  alie^ancc  to  him.  Here  he  re- 
inforced his  army  with  luch  an  additional  number  of  troops, 
that  he  found  it  to  confifl  of  00,000  eff.icUve  men.  With 
this  force  he  marched  againfl  Solimdn  Ebn  Hejhdm,  Ibrahim's 
general,  who  was  in  motion  with  an  army  of  i20,oco  men. 
As  foon  as  the  two  armies  came  in  f  ^bt,  'Mertuan  invited  the 
Khalifa  forces  to  join  him,  in  order  to  take  vengeance  of  the 
murderers  of  Jl  fValid  II.  Uut  ihr ,  they  refufmg  to  do,  a  fierce 
and  bloody  coniliiftenfued  ;  in  w):..h  So/tWnwasoverthrownj 

Ceoreh.  obi  fup.  Ebn  Abraheb  et  Aac'i.  Walid,  >pud  JoC 
Sim.  Afieman.  ubi  fup.  p.  107.  Dionys.  Telmarbns.  apnd  JoT. 
Sim.  Aflcman.  ibid.  Gkec.  Abv'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  zi  i. 

•  Ai.  Mabim  «Grio.  AbwY-Fait*],  iibi  fup.   Tkeopuan. 
chronograph,  (-ssi.  DioHys.TBLUARiNi.ubifup.  p.  107. 
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with  incredible  flaughter,  and  forced  to  fly  with  die  retnains  ct 
his  fliatter'd  troops  to  Damafiut,  Jl4tris/Sn  took  many  priiba- 
ers  likewife  in  this  decifive  atlion ;  all  which  he  releaf<§d,  upon 
their  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Al  Haktm  and  OthfOH^  A 
ffal'itTs  fons,  who  had  remained  in  a  ftate  of  confinement  cvef 
fince  their  father  had  met  with  his  tragical  fate,  at  Damefau. 
But  this,  in  reality,  proved  not  of  the  leaft  fcrvice  to  tfaofe 
unfortunate  princes.  For,  SeHman  being;  well  affiired  of  Mff- 
tvari's  intention  to  fix  one  of  them  upon  the  Mafan  throoe,  be 
Ro  fooner  arrived  at  Damafcui,  than  he  and  Ibrabitn  orAmd 
bnth  of  them  to  he  put  to  death ;  afta  which,  he  plundered 
tfie  imperial  treafury,  and  then,  notwitiSanding  the  meaJates  . 
concerted  to  intercept  him,  made  his  efcape.  However,  jtf 
Haktm  and  Otbman,  Ibrefeeing  what  would  happen  to  tbenit 
I  before  their  deaths,  took  care  to  transfer  their  right  to  Mit' 

wan,  and  declared  to  their  fellow-prifoner  Ahu  Mafutmmeijll 
Sheiiani,  that,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  dellroyed,  Afenvan  ought 
to  be  confidered  by  all  the  Mtpmt  as  lawful  KbaHfani  Imam, 
Soon  after  Saltman's  departure,  the  citizens  of  Demafims  openol 
their  gates  to  Mertudn,  who  caufcd  the  bodies  of  the  two  7001^ 
princes  to  be  decently  interred,  and  was  faluted  Kbaltf\yj  Aim 
Mohamvud  Al  Sbeiiani,  now  relcafcd  from  his  confiaemcnt) 
in  confequence  of  the  declaration  that  to  him  had  been  for* 
merly  made.     Ibrahim  EhnAlffalid,  the  depofed  Kba&f,viA 
idl  the  people  of  Syria,  at  the  fame  time  recognized  his  autho- 
rity I  fo  that  there  was  no  perfon  in  the  empire  capable  of  dis- 
puting his  title,  or  in  any  refpe^  of  ftanding  in  compctidoil 
with  him  ^ 
Ibrahim        As  Ihrahlm  fo  readily  acknowledged  MiriuSn  emperor  of 
fiinvivtt    the  Majftmt,  he  furvived  this  revolution,  and  lived  to  the  year 
tbt  r/w-  of  the  Hejra  1 32 ;  when,  as  fomc  fay,  he  was  aflaffinatcd  by 
AtfiM,  aadQji^  NH'^n ;  or,  according  to  others,  was  drowned  ;  or,  laftlff 
Jivii  rt      jj  others  will  have  it,  was  murdered  by  Meraiar^s  fon,  who  b 
'aI'h*' ''laid -a'fterwards  to  have  affixed  his  body  to*a gibbet,  or  cto& ) 
'    Hejra  j-^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  certain  account  of  the  circumftances  at- 
'^  '         tending  the  death  of  this  prince.     With  regard  to  his  perfbii) 
he  had  fmall  whiflcers,  or  muHaiches,  not  unlike  thofe  of  his 
predeceflbr  Yezid,  and  two  pretty  remarkable  locks  trf  curled 
hair.     He  was,  according  to  the  authors  followed  by  AJ  Ma- 
kin,  of  a  ftupid  and  imprudent  difpnfition.     His  fecrctary  rf 
ftate  was  Duiat  Ebn  Sarah  Al  Lailfmt ;  his  judge  Othmdit 
'  Ebn  Omar  AlTimi  i  and  his  chamberlain,  Katri, //I  ff^aSJ't 

r  Al,  MAtrH.  abt  fup.  p.  S7,  89.  Gkeg.  ABti'i.-P*K*i.  M 
fup.  p.  113.  Thiophah.  ubi  flip.  Geokc,  Cevbek,  ubi  fap. 
D'Herbel.  Bibliotb.  orient,  in  art.  Ibrmim M.m  l^aU,  p.  480. 
DioNYi.  TiLUAkia*.  abi  fap, 
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fcrvaat.  The  inrcription  of  his  Teal  wa;,  /  trufl  in  tht  living 
(jQJD.  He  reigned,  according  to  Al  Makin  aiul  Ahu'i-Farajy 
only  fixcj'-niiic  or  feventy  days ;  fo  that,  by  fomc  writers,  he  , 
is  not  ranked  amongtl  the  Khallfi,  or  Moflim  emperors,  as 
has  been  already  obferved.  The  iirft  day  of  his  Khalifat  waa 
Thurjday,  and  the  laft  Tut/day.  We  arc  told  by  Ebn  Shch- 
nab,  tnat  this  Ihrajfim  was  furnimed  Jl  Maihiu,  or  lit  Jt- 
pofed.  He  has  likewife  been  mentioned  by  Khentintiir,  as  a 
pcrfan  intirelj  reduced  to  a  private  Hation.  Another  of  the 
Perfian  hiAorians  iclates,  that  he  was  cut  off  about  three 
months  after  he  was  driven  from  the  throne;  tho',  in  our  opi- 
nion, a  greater  degree  of  credit  is  due  to  Abit  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
bari,  who  extends  his  life,  as  has  been  hinted  above,  to  the 
1 3zd  year  of  the  litjra  q, 

SECT.    XX. 

SOON  after  MtnoSn  Ehn  Mohammed  Bin  Merman  Ehn  Al  Hi  it  fmf 
Haiem's  acccffion,  he  took  his  predeceflbr  Ibrahim  Ehn  Al"*dtd  6y 
f0^aiy  Eta  AbtTaimdlec,  and  SoUmdn  Ehn  Hejham^  at  their  Merwaii 
requeft,  under  his  proteftion ;   tho"  the  latter,  with  fcvcral  ^''"  ^^ 
others  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  not  only  refufed  to.affift  at  *'»°»=»«- 
fau  inauguration,  but  even  at  firft  oppofed,  to  the  utmoft  of 
bia  power,  evety-ftep  taken  by  the  people  of  Damafcui  in  fa- 
vour of  the  new  Kbalif.    His  mother's  name,  according  to 
jlbufaafar  and  ^/it^nj^/n,  who  make  her  the  daughter  of  one 
Ibrahim  Ehn  Afir  Al  Nakhtfi,  was  Liana.    She  was,  as  Eu- 
tjebiut  informs  us,  Mofab  Ehn  Zobtir's  widow,  when  Mebatn- 
mtd,  Mirwdn's  father,  took  hec  to  wife.     This  KhaHf  was 
Atmamcd  Abu  AhttelmdUey  and  denominated,  from  his  un- 
daunted courage,  by  fome  of  his  fubje^,  Himar  At  ftzt- 
rah,  i.  t.  tbi  aft  af  Mefopotamia,  or  tht  warliie  afs ;    the 
tSki  of  that  country  being,  in  his  days,  remarkable  for  their 
unparallded  fortitude  and  intrepidity.     He  had  likewtle  the  * 

appellation  of  Al  Jaadiy  which  is  faid  to  have  been  derived 
froni  his  unde  Alfaad  Ebn  Darham.  He  was  fcarce  fettled 
on  his  throne,  when  he  conferred  the  government  of  Egypt 
upon  Hafan  Ehn  Abehia  j  whom  he  removed  from  that  ho- 
nourable poft  in  about  fucteen  days  time,  and  fubllituted  Ha- 
fat  Ehtt  AliVaUd  in  his  room  '. 

*  Al  Makin,  ubi  flip.  p.  SS.  Grio.  Asv'l-Faraj,  ubi  fap. 
p.  lis.  Ebn  Shohnah,  Khokdimir,  Abc.  Leb  Takiku,  Abv 
JtAFAK  AlTabaki,  D'Hsrbel.  fiibl.  orient,  art. /<!r«£/n  £m 
Viilid^  p.  4S0.  '  Greo.  Abu'L'Faraj,  abi  fup.  Eutvcm. 

nbi  fap.  p.  }9i,  393.  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Majcik, 
nbi  fup.  P.-89.  Thsopuah.  e[  Cedseh.  ubi  fup. 
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7btftefU      The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  127th  of  the  Hejra,  the  people 
•/■Herat    of  Htms  rebelled  agalnft  Mirvjdn;    who  marched  agiinJ 
nb/i        them  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army.     Upon  his  arrival  bc- 
againft      fure  the  town,  he  defired  to  know  what  could  excite  them  to 
Menvia.  fuch  a  defection,  and  fummoned  them  to  Airtender.    In  in- 
fwef  to  which,  they  allured  him,  that  they  were  difpufcd  to 
obey,his  orders ;  and,  opening  one  of  their  gates,  immtdj- 
ately  admitted  him,  with  300  of  his  men,  into  the  town.  Tbe 
troops  that  entered  with  him  they  inftantly  cut  to  pieces;  and 
the  ^Wj^himfelf  efcaped,  with  great  difficulty,  out  of  thcgiie 
of  Tadmor.     However,  he  afterwards  overthrew  them  m  t 
pitched  battle,  put  a  great  number  of  them  to  the  fwoni,  6i(- 
mantledtheircity, and  affixed  tO'CrolTes,  ercAcd  forthstpui- 
pofe,  the  bodies  of  about  600  of  thoTe  who  bad  been  theaoA 
active  in  this  rebellion '. 
TliTii-        The  ^of\e  of  Pamafiui,  following  the  example  of  the 
marcenes  citizens  uf  Hemt,  foon  after  declared  againll  the  Kho6f,  tni 
Uit^ijt    depofed  the  governor  be  had  left  to  prelide  over  them.    But, 
Aehrt      after  the  e](tiiiAion  of  the  former  rebellion,  Altrwaiwaiti 
egatirft      ^ith  gfcji,  celerity  towards  Damajcut,  entered  the  dty  bf 
''*-         force,  aiid  broiKltt  tSf  condign  puniOunent  the  rin^eutn 
who  had  excited  the  Damafetnti  to  a  revolt.     This  eftfli- 
^tlyappeufed  all  commotions,  and  reHored  the  capital  of  tbc 
Mofifm  empire  to  its  former  tranquillity '. 
7h*  Baf-       Soon  after  the  re-eftaUiOunent  of  the  public  tranqnillitf  * 
jamal/a    Dtimafiutj  in  the  117th  year  of  the  Hijra^  Seiiman  £i«  tb- 
rivtJt.      fi^*"  '^  "P  f^^  himfetf  at  Bafra^  where  he  was  prodsincd 
Khalif)}y  the  paople  of  that  city;     In  order  to  fu'pport  his  [W- 
(enftons  to  the  imperiaWigniiy,  he  raifed  an  army  at  Btfn^ 
con  filling  of  i  o,goo  cfFe^ve  men ;  with  which  he  adMoctt 
to  Kinni/ria,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  vaft  number  of  d« 
Syrianiy  who  Socked  to  him  from  all  parts.     Mnwan,  re- 
ceiving advice  of  the  rapid  progrefs  made  by  StlimaH,  nwchn 
*  againft  him  with  all  the  forces  he  could  aSemble  at  Demajm, 

and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city ;  and,  at  la({  coming 
up  with  him,  gave  him  battle,  and  intircly  defeated  him,  wioi 
the  lofs  of  30,000  men.  Selimdn'a  afiairs  being  in  a  aanna 
ruined  by  fo  terrible  an  overthrow,  he  fled  to  HfUt  and  *« 
joined  there  by  a  body  of  900  men,  who  engaged  thMiWi-a 
by  oath  to  fland  by  him  to  the  laft  drop  of  blood.,  Wiin 
thcfe  troops  he  pofted  liimfclf  in  ambufcade  at  Ttlmair,  on 
mount  A/  Zail^,  in  the  diflria  of  Al  Mnara  M  A'ttw^ 
in  order  to  furprize  Alenuan  j  who,  he  knew,  muft  P° 
over  that  mountain  in  his  way  (o  Hetni,  to  which  P^"-' jf 
took  fur  granted  the  JT/u/j/  would  purfue  him  without  de- 
■  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.   At.  Makih,  nbi  fu^-.  '"' 

dem  ibid, 
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la,/.  As  loon  as  MtrwarC^  forces  appeared,  the  rebels  role 
out  of  their  ambuTcade,  and  fell  upon  them  with  incredible 
fiuy.  But  Sfliman,  after  a  very  vigorous  adion,  was  agaia 
overthrown,  had  the  greateft  part  of  his  men  killed  upon  the 
fpot,  and  found  himfelf  obliged  to  retire  with  precipitation  to 
Hems.  But,  beig^  clofely  purfued  by  the  viflors,  he  confti- 
tuted  his  brother  Sa'id  Ehn  Hejhdm  commandant  of  the  pl^ce, 
leaving  with  bim  the  {battered  remains  of  his  troops  that  fur* 
vived  the  late  carnage,  and  fled  to  Tadmor.  Soon  after  his 
departure,  J^CTtviiB  appeared  before  the  town,  invellet)  it,  antl' 
bdi^ed  it  feven  mouUiS4  during  which  term,  he  battered  it 
incelDuitly  with  above  eighty  catapults.  The  inhabitants,  as 
well  as  tbc  garifon,  being  at  laft  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 
furrenderei)  10  the  Khalif,  and  delivered  up  Sa'id  £bn  Hejhar^ 
into  his  hands.  In  contidcration  of  which  fubmiiliQn,  iVJrr' 
wan  pardoned  the  rebellious  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  took 
them  all  under  his  protection  "• 

ABoi7r  the  fame  time,  Abd'allah.  Ebn  Meaviiyab  Ehn  M-  Jrtvalt 
SttUabEhn  Jaafar  Ebn  Abu  Tokb  affertcd  his  right  to  the  Kha-  Ukrwijt 
ilfat  at  Cufa.  But  AUaliah  Ebn  Omar  Ebn  Ab^aU2Jz,  AJer-  i'<iinJtd at_ 
lujn's  governor  of  that  city,  having  been  apprized  of  the  in-  *-'*''> 
tended  revolt,  took  his  meafures  lb  w^i  that  he  difperfed  Ab~ 
Sailah  Ebn  MBowiyab's  adherents  without  any  great  effuljon 
of  blood,  drove  him  into  the  mountains,  and  found  means  to 
extinguifh  this  rebellion  bcfoie  it  couid  arrive  at  anyconH- 
dcrable  hci^t  «■. 

But  iiotwithftanding  the  fuccels  ^^ rwif«  hitherto  had  met  T^f/dMi- 
irith,  in  rendeTing  abortive  all  his  enemies  deTigns  and  machi-^M  »ftbt 
nations,  the  panilans  of  the  houle  of  Ai  Abbas  began  now  to  fi^fi  '/M  • 
grow  powerful  in  fomc  of  the  interior  provinces  of  the  em-  Ahbhbt- 
pire.     The  firft  of  that  family,  who  made  any  confiderablc  i'"  "  " 
figure,  was  Mohamntd  Ebn  All  Ebn  Abd'allah  Ebn  Al  Mas^  '«  """■"• 
who  flouriflied  iu  the  time  oiOaufr  Ebn  AbcTalaziz,  and  was 
nominated  the  chief  of  that  houfe  in  the  looth  }-ear  of  the  ' 

Htjra.  When  this  honourable  poll  was  offered  him,  he  lefided 
at  Al  Homalma,  and  his  father  Ali  was  fliU  Jiving.  Amoi^fl: 
the  perfons  who  formed  the  deputation  Tent  h'u^  on  (bis  occa- 
fion,  by  thofe  who  were  inviolably  attached  to  the  interefls  of 
the  houfe  of  Al  Abbdi  in  Khr>raju!tf  the  principal  were  Seliman 
EbnKslhairy  Afaki  £btt  AI  Hatim,  iad  Kabtaba  ;  who  brought 
many  valuable  prefents  with  them,  and  a  fum  of,  money 
amounting  to  4^>o,ooo  dirhims.  At  the  fitft  conference  be- 
tween them  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Abda'lkh  Ehn  Al 
Abbes  Ebn  Abd'almstalleb,  the  latter  is  reported  to  have  I'aid, 

■  lidem  ibid.  Gkeg.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  iibi  fnp.  *  Abu 

]*AfAK  Al  Tabar.   At  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  90. 
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"  I  fhall  Toon  die,  and  my  fon  !brah':m  will  be  ycur  leader,  I 
*'  till  ho  fh3H  be  (lain.  Atterhisdc3th,my  other  fon  j*^«/-  ' 
*'  lah,  iMnsmcA  Jbul  Abhai- Jl  Saffuhy  fhall  prefide  orcr 
"  you,  and  fellle  the  gDvcrnmcnt  of  the  Majttms  i)pon  a  f(Jid 
"  and  lalting  foundation.  He  ILall  likcwile  cut  off  all  the 
•'  members  of  the  houfc  of  Omml^ah;  a*  family  that  have 
*'  maintained  thrmfclvcs  fo  Jong  on  the  throne  by  r^ieatel 
**  a£h  of  violence,  and  an'  incredible  efKilion  of  A4ifiim 
*'  blood."  They  were  then  introduced  to  jfbifal/ah,  asthdr 
future  fovereign,  and  bad  the  honour  to  kifs  his  hands  andfais 
feet.  As  for  Mehamrned,  he  departed  this  liFe  in  the  125th 
year  of  the  Hejra,  and  was  fucceeded  in  the  honourable  poft 
atfigned  him  by  his  fon  Ibrahim ;  who,  immediately  after  hb 
father's  death,  difpatched  Jbu  Hajhcm,  a  perfon  he  cooid  in- 
tirely  confide  in,  to  MirA  in  Khsrafar.,  ihcn  the  refidence  of 
the  principal  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Ai  Ahbai,  to  notify  to  ha 
adherents  there  that  tragical  event,  and  to  animate  them  la 
a  perfcverance  in  their  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  family. 
Alu  Hajhem  fucceeded  in  the  execution  of  his  commiffiDii, 
According  to  iils  defire,  and  received  from  the  Meflems  xxMtii 
a  large  fum  of  money,  cellc£tcd  there  for  his  mafter**  ferTOrc. 
It  appears,  however,  from  Abu'l  Faraj,  that  Abu  Hafixm  wis 
not  the  firft  embafTador  fent  to  the  people  of  Khorafan  in  the 
intereft  of  the  houfe  oS  Al  Abbas;  fincc,  if  any  credit  maybe 
'given  to  that  author,  7.iy&d  was  difpatched  in  that  capacity  tt 
Khorafan  hy  MohammetiEbn  Aii  h\m{elf,  in  the  icgdiycirof 
the  Hejra.     To  which  he  adds,  that  this  Ziya/i,  upon  hii  at- 

'  ,  rival  at  Mrr6y  probably  thcMaruca  a(  Ptolemy^  a  city  ofKhtra- 

fSn,  for  a  defcription  of  which  we  muft  refer  our  curious  readcn 
to  the  eaftem  geographers,  made  great  complaints  of  the  dif- 
folute  lives  and  iniquity  of  the  members  of  the  houfc  of  Om- 
mijah ;  and  that  he  was  put  to  death  by  Afad,  Hefliam's  go* 
vcrnor  of  Khorafan,  who  had  received  a  lufl  and  ample  ac- 
count of  the  whole  affair,  together  with  ten  of  the  CAfaasy 
who  were  privy  to  his  intrigues.  The  fame  author  likcwife 
relates,  that,  in  the  118th  year  of  the  Hejra,  Amman  Eln 
Tezid,  a  perfon  of  very  loofe  and  impious  principles,  came  ioto 
Kharafdn,  and  engaged  great  numbers  of  the  people  there  to 
declare  fnr  Mohammed  Ebn  AH  Ehn  Abd'aHah  Eln  Abhat.  h 
muft  here  be  obferved,  that  this  Mohammed  Ebn  Alt  was  forty- 
three,"  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  fixty-feven  years  of  age  zt 
t^1e  time  of  his  death;  and  that  he  left  eleven  jbns,' befidcs  hii 
fucceffor  Ihrahim,  behind  him  *. 

"  Abu  Ja«far  Al  Taear.    AlMakin,  ubi  fop.  p.  9',  91.    ] 
Greg.  Abu'l  Fauaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  20B,  Z09,  zu.    Golii  not.  aJ 
Alfragan.  p.  184,  185.  Ptol.  geogr.  Vide  eiiara.  Cuatir.  Cel- 
kAR.geogr. antiq.  lib,  iii.  cat. 
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JtJ  the  127th  year  of  the ////r<;,  Ihrabim  Eln  Mebammei And i ftat 
Ebn  All  nonninatcd  Abu  MaJUm,  a  youth  about  nineteen  years  tbt  Kha- 
of  age,  of  the  family  of  isfandlyary  whofc  true  name  wasK/'s/orfW 
Jtbdairahman,  to  go  as  his  rcprefentative  into  Kkorafdn.  But/'"' 
Saliman  Ebn  KBtkafr,  the  chief  of  the  friends  of  the  houfe*?"' ^ 
of  Al  Abbas  thcrt,  believing  that  ^/«  Mafltm,  on  account '*'"'• 
of  his  youth,  was  by  no  means  (jualificd  for  fo  arduous  a 
poft,  and  fearing  lelt  his  nunc's  and  inexperience  fliould 
prove  (he  total  ruin  of  their  affairs,  refufed  at  firll  to  receive 
bim  with  fuch  marks  of  difliodion  as  were  lequtred  by  Ihrs' 
bin,  and  even  to  obey  any  of  his  orders.  However,  tl  fet 
y^d^ffn  right  in  his  notions,  Soliman  Ebn  Keihair,  Lahtr  Eln 
Kffrait,  and  Kahiata,  took  a  journey  to  Mecca,  then  the  rc- 
iidence  of  Ibrahim  ;  and,  liaving  depofited  in  one  of  his  fcr- 
vajit's  hands  a  prejent,  for  his  matter's  ufe,  confiflingof  many 
valuable  eficds,  bcfides  20,000  dmtirs  and  200,000  dirhimt 
in  ready  money,  they  had  a  conference  with  him ;  the  refult 
of  which  was,  that  they  (hould  acknowledge  Ahu  Mtfltm, 
Ibrahim's  governor  of  Kborofjn ;  which  they  accordingly  did. ' 
In  the  mean  time,  Nafr  Ebn  Saynr,  Mervian's  lieutenant  of 
Kborajan,  having  received  advice  of  thefe  commotions,  aflem- 
b]ed  a  body  of  horfe,  and  lent  them  to  difperfc  the  rebels 
before  they  were  joined  by  the  reinforcements  they  expef^ed 
from  Syria  and  the  pcninfula  of  the  Arabs.  On  the  other 
hand,  Abu  Moflem  having  ere£ted  his  ftandard,  and  raifed  a 
ronfiderablc  army,  advanced  at  ihe  head  of  his  forces  to  at* 
tack  blafr  Ebn  Sayor ;  upon  which,  a  fierce  conflifl  enfued, 
in  which  ^d/r  was  intircly  defeated,  lolt  the  greateft  part  of 
his  men,  and  was  obliged  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  precipitate 
Sight.  This  blow  proved  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  interefts 
of  the  houfi:  of  Ommlyah,  and  not  a  little  contributed  to  the 
elevation  of  that  of  Ai  Abbas  to  the  MaJUm  throne  1. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obfervc  here,  that  fome  iirhftrr.  Dirhems 
were  ftmck  this  year  in  the  mint  ereSed  -AWifet;  of  whivhA"'^  '*'' 
one  was  found  on  the  coaft  of  the  Saltici,  near  a  villa^  called.*"^  "' 
Sttgen, ua{nai\ dittance from Danlxici,\i} June  1722.   This"'"^"- 
dirhtm  exhibits  a  paiTage  in  the  Ciljic  charaifler,  taken  out  of  the 
JllAfHra,  ox  chapter,  of  the  Koran,  aflertingthe  unity,  eter- 
nity, fie,  of  God,  on  the  reverfe ;  and,  on  the  other  lide,  the 
MmtA%,Be'fyafiteif<tb'enwa'iifihrinc'wameatin,  i.e.  .ffWaftt, 
in  tht  iiythyear.     Sy  which  we  are  to  underlland  the  127th 
year  of  the  Hejra,  or  Mahammtdan  jera,  correrponding  wirh 
the  firft  of  the  KiaLf  Merwan,  fumamed  Hiimr  Al  "JezUah, 
or  iht  afi  »f  Mefupotamta.  This  dirhcm  has  been  pariicuUrly 
defcribcd  by  M.  Ktbr,  in  the  piece  here  mentioned,  ta  which 
7  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabak.    Ai.  Makin,  ubi  ^p.   p.  92. 
Gkio,  Abu'i,  f  AftAj,  obi  fup. 
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we  Qiall  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  and  inqu'Jiiive  md- 


Merw&n       The  following  year,  being  the  128th  of  the  liijra,Ma' 
main  frt'  win  removed  Hafas  Ein.  Al  tValid  from  the  government  of 
faratioat    £gypt,  ajid  fiibftitutcd  Jmveirah  Ehn  Sahl  M  Jjlan  in  ka 
um^ft     room.     He  alfo  the  fame  year,  which  was  the  fccond  of  hit 
tbim.         reign,  made  vaA  military  preparations  to  qppafe  the  tebelicf 
Knsrafm,  who  now  began  to  alarm  fevcral  of  the  provinces  of 
the  Majltm  empire,  and  even  to  threaten  the  houfe  of  CW- 
yab  \yith  utter  excit'ion.     After  the  late  vii^ory,  they  decked 
Aferiu^n  art  ufurper,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  liri- 
him  Ebu  Mohammed,-w\iom  they  aflerted,  by  right  of  fucction, 
to  be  hwinl  Khali/ md  J/r;am,    Many  of  the  Syrians  I'iktmk 
fecrctly  favoured  tncpretenfions  of  the  houfe  of  JIJHai  ■lin- 
ing been  difobliged  by  Merwun,vrho,  after  the  defeat  of  hii 
predeceflbr  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Walid,  had  transferred  the  impcriii 
treafury  from  Damafcus  to  Herr.in   in  Mtfopotamia.    Sodk 
of  the  Cbrijlian  writers  relate,  that  Aierwun  gained  two  vic- 
tories over  Ibrabim'i  forces  the  preceding  ye^tr  ;.  having  M 
overthrown,  in  a  great  battle,  Nckaim  Ebn  Ttbiib,  in  die 
plains  of  Gara,  and  afterwards  Seliman  Ebn  Htjham,  uponi 
fpot  of  ground  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  river  Lita,    Mas 
this  laft  defeat,  A/erwan,  according  to  one  of  thefc  wiiitn, 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  Hems,  affixed  Tezid's  body,  which  be 
ordered  to  be  taken  out  of.  the  tomb  where  it  had  been  inici- 
red,  to  a  gibbet  or  crols,  and  extorted  from  a  wealthy  Jm 
an  immenfe  fum  of  money,  amounting  to  400,000  ma 
Ai^rwan  alfo,  if  we  will  believe  Raderic  olTeltdo,  fenloM 
Thoaba,  An  Arab  oi  diAindion,  this  year  to  prcGdeomdw 
Meptms  in  Spain  '. 
Abo  Mof-     In  the  129th  year  of  the  Htjra^  banning  Septtmbtr  JiJ, 
lent  maitt  746,  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mahamimd  fent  Mu  Alajkm  a  banncr,iriiidi 
himfeif      he  called  Al  TbtU,  or  ti^ejhadevj^  and  a  royal  or  imperial  ftaod- 
mafitr  of  ard»  ftiled  by  him  Al  Sahab,  or  the  cleud.     Thefc  Abu  M^ 
KhoralSn.  fixed  upon  two  lances,  and  ordered  them  to  be  carried  before 
■    him,  whilft  he  proclairred  his  mailer  rightful  emperor  of  llie 
faithful,  and  imam,  and  publiOieJ  in  the  principal  placnof 
Kborafan  the  title  and  pretenfions  of  the  houfe  of  AlAHista 

y  Georo.  Jac.  KEHit,  nonardi.  A  It  at  i  co-Saracenic.  BK-  ^ 
p.  30.  Lipfwe,  1724,  *  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tab*'- ^' 

Maein,  ubi  Cup.  D'Herbcl.  Bibliotli,  orieot,  in  art.  Mmv^ 
if.p.S58.  G»Eo.  AbuVFaraj,  ubifup.  ThBoph*!"' dif*' 
nograpb.  p.  351.  Diohts.  Tslmarihs.  apod  Jof.  Sin.^ 
ftman.  obi-fup.  p.  107.  ut  et  ipfe  Jos.  Simon.  Asscuah-  ibii 
Thboph.S^c.  Bayeii.  hiftor.  Ofrhoen.  et^deffen-exoiinuBiiJ- 
luAra;.  P.Z79.  Petropbli,  1734.  feoDiaic  Toi.(T*«.hift-A[»-  | 
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the  Khalifat.  OF  the  names  Jhadew  and  tioud  he  ailigned  to  the 
people  of  Khtrafan  this  interpreutioii,  m'z,  "  Th»t  as  the  earth 
**  would  never  be  uncovered  by  ihe  clouds,  nor  quite  void  of 
"  ihade ;  fo  the  world  would  never  henceforth  be  without  a 
"  Kbalif  of  the  houfe  of  M  Abbat."  In  fine,  Mu  Mtpm 
brought  thU  }ear  fuch  >  formidable  force  into  the  field,  tha^ 
the  KbaJlfs  troops  could  not  make  head  againA  him ;  fo  that 
he  obliged  alt  AUrwan's  commandants  of  fortrellei  in  Kbirafax 
cither  lo  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  Ibrahim^  or  within  a  li- 
mited time  to  quit  that  vaft  province '. 

The  next  year,  being  the  130th  of  the  Htjra^  one  Dot-  Merw&a 
hat,  or  rather  Daibdi,  together  with  one  Tei^,  or  Jaccb,  ixiin- 
Kaiktriftind  S^kajhiy  according  to  Ditnjifius  Teliaareiiftj,  xc-i"']^"* 
belled  againft  Mtrtuan  \n  Mtfopotemia.     Thefe  rebels  affem- '"'*'%* 
bled  fuch  a  powerful  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  mount  '*"' 
/2/0,  thawbey  engaged  the  KhaUfs  forces  fent  againft  them  -^r'* 
ttTdmaJritm ',  but  were  overthrown  with  prodigious  daughter,'"     *^ 
leaving  theg^atefl  part  of  their  men  behind  mem  dead  upon  P""""** 
the  Ipot.     Tbenphanei  relates,  that  this  Dakbak  was  prince  of 
the  Jriailte,  an  jiraii  nation  fettled  in  Mtfopotamia,  who,  in 
dieir  wars,  left  their  wives  and  children,  and  all  t)ieir  qfleds* 
briitnd  thenn,.  that  they  might  march  with  the  greater  expedi- 
tion, and  be  the  more  at  liberty  to  engage  the  enemy,  as  being 
then  quite  ^»  from  all  impediments.     And  this,  indeed,  the 
name  Arurita  itfelf  fuDidently  points  out  to  us  j  it  having' 
beep  undoubtedly  deduced  fiom  the  Syriacword  Arurajutc,  or 
rather  Hirute,  which  denotes  iiberiy  ax  freedem  in  the  Syr'tat 
language.     Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  fome  Sjriat 
turns  (bould  be  ufed  by  the  Arabia  who  were  now  in  pofleffion 
of  Mijefttetnia  ;  fince  the  language  of  that  country  was  at  this 
tinwamixiurcofthe5fr)<7<andj^riii{V.  T'jj'fa^^/i^f alfo writes, 
that  one  Thtbit,  or  Ein  Teiith,  had  a  great  hand  in  cKcitinz 
the  Arait  of  Mefrpetemia  to  this  revolt ;  and  that  both  he  and 
Haihii,  together  with  1 2,000  of  their  men,  were  cut  to 
piecesby  the  A^ff/jys  troops  in  the  territoiy  of  ,f£»T;.     He  far- 
ther obfeivcs,  that  MerWi'm  permitted  the  ChT\ftians  of  An~ 
titch,  upon  their  application  to  him  for  this  favour,  to  eted 
for  their  patriarch  'tl^aphykii^  a  prefbytcr  of  Ektffa,  in  the 
room  of  their  former  patriarch  Stepb^tt^  who  died  this  year.' 
Tbc  Khttilf  alio  commanded  his  fubjcifis  to  treat. with  all  pof- 
rfible  maiks  of  re({w£t  the  new  patriarch,  if  we  will  believe 
Ctirtnm  and  this  author.     It  likewife  appears  from  Thiafha- 
nft,  that  Mervjan^  about  this  time,  oiiiered  one  of  his  exe- 
cutioners, m  Jithie^tan,  to  fuifocate  Aia,  or  jiias,,^i  jaufi' 
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ciah,  who  had  denroyed  many  of  the  Chrijiians,  been  actef- 
fory  to  the  murder  of  ihc  Khalif  AlWahd  11.  ar.d  committed 
dreadful  depredations  in  fex'eral  of  the  provinces,  in  s  fade  of 
unflaked  lime ;  which  tSi.  of  juflice  he  accordingly  pcrfornKJ. 
It  is  alfo  faid,  that  Mtrwan  ordered  120  Calhitu,  or  Ar&hifi 
the  tribe  of  Calh^  called  Chalhamans  by  Thtaphanes,  [vobablf 
on  account  of  their  attachment  to  tne  houle  of  Ai  Aiiai,  to 
be  hanged  at  Hims.  We  are  told  by  Raderic  of  TtleJe,  Aat 
Thoaba  died,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  one  Tufef,  toward)  dx 
-  conclufion  of  the  laft,  or  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  in 
Spoin  \ 
fhijriendi  The  fatne  year,  AbuMapim  entered  MerA  with  hit  inBf, 
tftbibtaffKKA.  feized  upon  the  imperial  palace  there.  He  alio  otli^ 
»f  M.  Ab-all  the  troops  polled  in  and  about  thatdt/a  as  wcllasincciKr 
\^maki  pzrti  of  Khsrafin,  to  take  an  oath  to  fupport  the  intereftsrfthe 
*  farther  houfe  of  H^fiim,  without  naming  any  patlicular  petfon-  /• 
t^'f'/'-  Abu  MBfitm  had  found  means  to  cut  off  almoft  all  the  oScws 
who  ferved  under  Nafr  Ehn  Sayar,  and  intircly  ruined  tit 
troths  he  compianded  in  the  general  aftion,  which  proved  k 
fatal  to  the  partifans  of  thehoufe  of  Ommiyah^  vWmww's  go- 
vernor of  Kbarafan  found  it  impofftblc  to  bring  another  araiy 
into  the  field  againil  the  rebels  before  the  prclent  year.'  M 
Naff  having  now  affembled  his  forces,  he  advanced  to  jV«- 
fahtur,  in  order  to  attack  Kahlaha,  who  had  t;ilcen  upon  bim- 
felf  the  command  of  Urahhn'i  troops.  The  vicinity  of  tin 
two  armies,  as  neither  of  them  was  difpofed  to  continue  keg 
in  a  flate  of  inadlion,  brought  on  feveral  very  fierce  eng^- 
ments,  wherein  Na/r  was  generally  worfl«d,  and  lofl  30,cO) 
men,  killed  and  taken  prifoners;  which  ftill  more  and  mcR 
animated  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  of  Ai  Abbot.  FtomNti- 
Jabaur  Kbalaha  marched  to  yurjan,  yurjana,  or  Geargi'H'i"'' 
capital  of  a  province  of  the  fame  name,  attacked  BtmainEi* 
Hantbala,  who  had  pofted  himfeif  with  a  body  of  troopi  W 
that  city,  oveuhrew  him  with  great  /laughter,  made  wm- 
felf  mafler  of  his  camp,  and  took  a  very  confidcrable  ijuw- 
tity  of  plunder.  As  for  Banana  himfeif,  he  was  kilW  ^ 
the  aflion  j  which  fliil  farther  einbarralTed  the  KieHf^  «" 
fairs.  With  regard  to  the  province  and  city  of  yiirjii*>'>' 
yurydtia,  feme  of  the  eaftern  geographers  make  them  to  f 
penain  to  Taberijim^  others  to  Kherafan,  and  others  loX*"^ 
eraxm ;  they  being  fituated  upon  (he  frontiers  of  "f  ""'^^ 
countries.  But  v/^/^ed!a,  with  whom  we  are  difpoftdw^ 
.  ".DiOKYS.TEr.MAREns.  apudjof,  Sim.  Aff.mw.  nblftp-^ 
10?,  1o8:  ut  et  ipfe  Jo).  Sim.  Asseman.  ibid.  Thio'""!" 
f-^y.  p.  ?i3.  3;+-  GsoKc  Ckoken.  hinorur.conipeiid.p  *»'• 
T)rton(.*§ic.  BATiR.'ulji-rup.  p.  280.    RoDEiic.  Tot""'- 
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■n  this  particular,  aflcrts  them  to  be  feparatcd  and  diftJnA 
from  every  one  of  ihofe  legions ;  and  is  followed  herein  by 
snofl  of  the  oriental  geographers  of  a  later  date.  For  a  far- 
ther dcfcription  of  the  province  of  Jurjan^  or  Jurjina,  and 
its  capital,  we  mufl  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  readers  to 
Coitus,  who  in  this  poi^t,  as  well  as  many  ortiers  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatis^dion  ■. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that,  according  toConSao- 
Thetffvius,  Dalhak's  rebellion  was  extinguifhed  in  the  fifth  tine  Co- 
year  of  Gm^-o«i«CiiyroH>'niuj;  tho*,  in  this,  he  runs  counter  F°'>}'i"<>* 
t )  what  has  been  ^ivanced  hy  Dicti^uiTilmaratJii.  The  for-^'"«* 
mer  of  thofe  authors  has  likewife,  as  well  as  Cedrenus,  re- 1^'^'''^ 
marked^  that  the  emperor  Cenjlaatine  Copranyrms,  encouraged '""  J**!" 
by  the  diOenfions  that  then  reigned  amongft  the  Areht,  made  "**      " 
an  imprcffion  upon  Syria  and  UuHchia,  with  a  powerfuJ  army, 
the  fame  year ;  though  neither  of  thofe  writers  has  handed 
down  to  us  the  particulars  of  that  expedition.     There  hap- 
pened fevcral  infurretftions,  if  we  will  believe  Redtric  of  To- 
Ud»^  this  year  in  Spam  ;  many  of  the  Arabs  there  bcinghighly 
diilatiffied  with  the  condu£l  ofTufef,  who  had  fucceeded  Thf 
aba,  a  warliJcc  and  magnanimous  commander,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  that  fertile  and  opulent  legion.     This,  as  the  fame 
^writer  obferves,  occafioned  a  va(l  efRifion  of  human  blood ; 
tho'  the  dilFerenccs  that  had  for  fome  time  prevailed  amongft 
the  M»J!ems  there  were  at  lall  amicably  compofed,  and  the 
public  tranquilly  in  every  part  of  that  country  pcrfc£)ly  re- 
ftored  •'. 

In  the  year  of  the  Htjra  131,  Nafr  Ebn  Sayar,  in  order  Ibnbim 
to  avoid  falling  into  the  bands  of  Abu  MtJIem,  Hcd  to  Raya,fatuJ,ni 
a  town,  according  to  fome  of  the  eaflem  geographers,  be-/*"' 
longing  to  Deylam,  but,  as  others  will  have  it,  to  Kborajan.  dtath,fy 
Soon  after  his  arrival  there,  he  fell  ficlc,  and  was  carried  to**"*"* 
Sawa,  near  Namtdan,  or  Hamadan,  where  he  expired,  About 
this  time,  Ibrahim  Ehn  Mohammed,  attended  by  his  brothers, 
Jthi^l  Abbas  and  Abu  Jaafar,  his  fun,  his  uncle,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  fervanO,  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Meccm. 
As  he  and  his  retinue  rode  on  thirty  camclsiichlycaparironed, 
appeared  in  fpiendid  attire,  attended  by  a  more  than  ordinary 
quantity  of  bag^ge,  and  made  a  very  confiderablc  figure ; 
itbtt  journey  could  not  long  be  concealed  from  Merv/dn,  then 

*  Aav  Jaafak  Al  Tabak.  AlMakin.  Hahdalla,  Sa'id 
Ebr  All  AlIbdjani,  Yakut,  Iim.  Abulfed.  in  gcogr.  Go- 
Lii  not.  ad  Alfragan.p.  190, 191.  Alb.  ScHULT.ind.  geographic 
in  vit. Salad.  &c.  <■  Tkiophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  3^4^  Gioao. 

CioitH.  DioKT9.  Telua«en].  apud  Jof.  Simon.  Afleman.  ubi 
fup.  p.  >o8.  at  ct  ipfe  Jos.  Simon.  AaiBUAH.  ibid.  Rooeaic. 
ToLKTAti.  obi /pp. 
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in  the  territory  of  Damujiui  j  the  inhabitants  of  the  defnts  of  ■ 
Skiiit  as  weft  as  thofc  of  Mecca  and  Medina^  giving  the 
Jibal.f  iinmeuwic  intctJigence  of  it.  fiefidcs,  Ikrahim'k  in- 
tentions being  already  fuSiciently  made  manif^  by  what  \aA 
l^cetj  happened  in  kberajatij  it  was  impoflible  tbac  Wa  pil^- 
mage  to  jijecca,  which  was  performed  with  fo  much  pomp 
anci  parade,  could  long  remain  a  fccret  either  to  Merwia 
hiJKldf,  or  his  governors  in  Syria  aud  Irak.  This  journey, 
therefore,  being  toon  difcavercd,  the  commandant  of  Demif~ 
£us,  by  the  Khalifs  order,  fent  a  decachment  of  borfc  to  pur- 
fue  him  i  which  came  up  with  him  near  Harrdn,  feized  him, 
carried  hitn  to  that  city,  and  confined  him  in  prifon  loaded  witlr 
troM,  where  he  fuon  after  died.  Authora,  however^  aje  not 
perfectly  agreed  with  regard  to  the  cirtumltances  ancndicchii 
death  i  fume  of  them  aiicrung,that  he  was  defboyed  by  dimk- 
ing  a  puifunous  draught,  otliers  by  the  fait  of  an  old  ruinous 
budding,  and,  lailly,  uthcrs  by  placing  his  head  upon  a  poifbooj 
pillow.  iJut  whidifocver  ot  thcfe  accounts  may  be  true,  he 
had,  fome  time  before  he  was  taken,  ordered  his  biotber  Abtil 
Abbds  to  retire  to  Cufa,  and  commanded  all  thofe  that  atteudal 
him  to  acknowledge  him  Khalif  after  his  deceafc.  jtbi^l 
Mias,  therefore,  in  confequcncc  of  this  order,  had  made  tbe 
beft  of  his  way,  with  his  brother  jfbu  yaafur,  his  uncle,  asd 
iicveral  of  his  triends,  to  that  place.  1  here  he,  with  lus  fa- 
mily, lay  concealed  till  the  troops,  who  had  declared  in  fiavonr 
of  thehoufeof  Mjibboi^  to  whom  Ihrah'im  had  written,  and 
recommended  him  in  the  llrongefl  terms,  advanced  to  his  iiip- 
-  port.  According  to  Difttftut  Ttlmartnfii,  feveral  violent  fhodct 
ot  an  earthquake  were  lelt  this  year  in  Syria  ;  one  of  wtucb 
overthrew  St.  Mar/a  church  in  the  city  of  Mebug^  or  Man- 
bijj  and  dejfroyed  the  bifhop,  and  a  great  number  of  Ci>ri' 
Jliiins,  who  were  buried  under  the  ruins  of  that  church,  whi- 
ther they  had  retired  for  jhelter.  It  ffiems  to  appear  hota 
ThisplmHet,  that  Mtruian,  either  towards  the  beginning  of 
this  or  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year,  difrr.antled  the  city  of 
Heliepolis  in  Syria^  and  put  all  the  principal  men  of  that  place 
to  the  fword.  The  fame  author  likewite,  aswellasCft^eiixt, 
infomis  ui,  that  there  happened  about  this  time  a  dreadful 
earthquake  in  Palejline,  and  particularly  that  part  of  it  bor- 
dering upon  the  Jcrdan,  which  overturned  many  churches, 
monaltcncs,  and  towns,  and  deftroyed  v.ill  numliers  of  people* 
Nay,  it  appears  from  t>icfc  writers,  that  the  (hocks  of  this 
eartbq'iake,  which  was  probably  the  fame  with  that  men- 
tioned hyVicnyfius  TelmarenJiSfVerc. percwid  m  almofl every 
dilirict  <if  tjyaa.  It  may  be  inferrct)  from  the  Grtei  writer?, 
xhiii  the  im[je;rial  fleet,  furjrized' thai  of  the  /irabs^  conlifting 
cf  a  iltoufand  fiiipsj  in  OiSv  of  the  ports  of  Cj^ui,  ,ab»tit.tbc 
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year  we  are  now  upon,  and  (o  Intirely  defeatei)  it,  that  onl^ 
tbree  of  them  cfcaped.  After  the  cxiimaion  of  the  late  re- 
bellions in  Spain,  Yufef-,  tho'  of  a  libiitinous  and -petulant  dif- 
pofltion,  condudtcd  afiairs  to  the  fausfaflion  of  the  MoJIemi  of 
that  country,  according  tfS RodcTu  of  Td^do,  the  prefent  yeaf. 
"W  e  muft  not  forget  to  obfervc,  that  Ibrahim  Ein  Mohammedy 
and  his  family,  held  their  rcfidencc  at  Huna'in,  or  Hamaima^  a 
town  of  the  Arabian  Jrai,  before  the  late  catallrophe  happened 
to  him ».  ' 

The  following  year,  being  the  i32d  of  the  H/jra,  com-  Abn'l 
menctng  Auguji  20th,  749,  MuH  Abbas  Bin  Mohammed,  fur-  Abbas 
named  Al  Hojfdh,  on  Friday,  the  I2ih  of  the  former  Rahiyf'l'^'if^ 
wentXrom^iM  Msfltma's  houfe  at  Cufa,  after  evenine  prayer '^^'■'i 
had  been  performed  in  the  mofque  of  the  Bunu  /^i,  to  his  own  ™'*- 
palacc  there.     The  next  day,  all  the  officers  of  the  troops  can--iT  *  .  „ 
toned  in  and  about  that  city,  each  of  them  cloathed  in  black,  ,  "*""* 
and  mounted  on  a  good  horfe,  with  a  fword  by  his  fide,  form- 
ed 2  ibrt  of  military  cavalcade,  and  paid  their  duty  to  him. 
Soon  after  which,  Abu'l  Abias,  with  that  whole  train  of  the       ... 
military  men  attending  him,  went  from  his  own  palace  to  the 
citadel,  or  imperial  palace,  where  he  firft  harangued  them,  and, 
then  received  their  oaih  of  allegiance  to  him.  This  ceremony, 
being  over,  he  fent  his  uncle  Aid'al/ai,whh  a  powerful  army,  tq, 
attack  Merwan's  forces  that  were  incampeil  near  Tubar,  at  a- 
finalT  diftance  from  Mawjei,  or  Moful,  where  that  Khalifv/aa 
then  waiting  for  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  body  of 
troops  he  had  ordered  to  march  az^inR  Kahiabay  one  of^  the, 
greateft  generals  of  the  age,  ConHlting  of  20,000  men,  under 
the  command  of  T^xid,  his  governor  of  Irdi.     Kablaba  re- 
ceiving advice  of  Y'ezid's  approach,   immediately   advanced 
againA  him,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  in  order  to  give  him 
hattle,  foon  brought  him  to  a  general  af^ion,  intirely,  defeated 
him,  and  obliged  him  to  fly  to  ff^afet.    Early  the  next  morn- 
ing, Kablaba's  forces  pafled  the  Euphrates,  in  purfuit  of  the  , 
vanquilhed  enemy ;  but  the'  waters  of  that  river  being  thciv 
fwelled  to  an  uncommon  height,  both  he  and  his  horfe  were; 
carried  awsy  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and,  according  to 
fomc  of  the  Arab  writers,  never  met  with  ;  tho',  if  others  of 
them  may  be  betieved,  his  body  was  afterwards  found.     Be 
that  as  it  will,  this  tragical  event  by  no  means  cooled  the  ar- 
dour of  bis  troops,  who,  under  the  conduct  of  his  foa  Hamid, 

■  Abu-Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  At  IVTakim,  ubi  Tap.  GreA. 
Abu'l-Par*J,  ubi  fop.  p.  21 3.  D'Herbil.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi 
fop.  Theophan.  uhi  tup.  p.  354,  355.GBORC.  CEDREN.ubi  fup. . 
p.  46a.  Dioiirs.  Telhareks.  ubi  fjp.  Rodekic.  Toletam. 
ubi  flip,  c.ivii.  p.  i6,        ' 
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continued  tn  purfue  the  I'ugitivcs  with  fo  much  vigour,  that 
th«  foon  difperfed  them  in  fuch  a  maiiner,  that  they  ftiund  it 
ab(o!utely  impolSbie  to  mtly.  After  the  end  oi  the  aSton, 
UamiJ  letuined  with  .his  vj^orious  army  to  Cu/a,'an6  Ahi 
Majlema  Ebn  Jl  Halal  was  declared  pricy-counfellor  to  Atu'l 
Aiias.  A  body  of  troops  was  afterwards  tent  to  Mock  up  I'Vairf 
Ein  Omar  Ebn  Hohcira  in  Wefet;  which  formed  a  camp  at 
Hapla,  before  they  entered  upon  any  farther  military  opera- 
tions. The  new  Khalifa  Abu'l  AbbaSt  whofe  mother  Raita, 
or  Radiah,  was  the  daughter  of  Abd'e/lab  Ebn  Abld,  was 
cloathcd  in  black  at  the  time  of  his  inauguration,  and  retiret'i 
a  month  after  the  conclufion  of  that  ceremony,  to  Aid/ar,  a 
city  of  IrSi^  upon  the  Euphrates,  which  he  made  the  feat  of 
the  Khalifat,  and  confequentSy  the  capital  of  th^ MoJUmaa- 
pire,  according  to  Ahujaafar  AiTabar't  '■ 
Abd'allah  Soon  after  jiitfallak,  with  his  army,  had  taken  poll  near 
bkpuiije  Tubar,  Merwan  received  advice  of  the  defeat  of  his  force* 
•T/r-  under  TeziJ,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euphratti.  This 
tbrtiKt^  bad  news  greatly  afflifled  him  j  tho'  he  in  a  Ihort  time  reco- 
M*""*"'  vcTcd  himfelf,  and  rcfolved  to  give  the  enemy  battle.  A  ge- 
neral aflion,  therefore,  immediately  cnfii:d  ;  in  the  begiiuiing 
of  which  the  Khalfh\ini  himfelf  obliged  to  difmount,  in  or- 
der to  make  water.  But  now  a  fccond  misfortune  happened, 
of  much  worfe  confequcnce  to  his  affairs  than  the  former. 
For,  he  had  no  fooncr  fet  his  foot  on  the  ground,  than  hit 
borfe  took  fright,  and  ran  with  great  fwiftnels  into  the  midft 
of  his  men  ;  who,  feeing  the  beaft  without  his  rider,  imagined 
that  thejfiii/wasflainatthefirftonfct;  and therefore,with- 
out  taking  any  care  to  inform  diemfelvcs  farther  in  this  mat- 
ter, left  their  ranks,  aid  betook  themfclves  to  a  precipitate 
flight.  Nor  could  the  KhaUf,  though  he  made  all  polSble  ef- 
forts to  rally  them,  bring  them  again  to  the  charge ;  fo  that 
the  only  expedient  he  could  purfue  at  this  melancholy  junAurc, 
was  to  fly  to  Damafcui,  then  the  capital  of  his  empire. 
But  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  finding  his  condition  drfpe- 
raie,  treated  him  with  contempt,  and  abandoned  him ;  which 
unexpected  defertion  obliged  him  to  leave  that  place,  and  fly 
into  Egypt ;  over  which  country  he  had  appointed  Ab<talLJ> 
Ebn  AtMegbayah,  one  of  his  favourites,  after  the  difmiffion  of 
ynweirah  Ebn  Sohl,  to  prefide,  the  preceding  year.  Here  he 
maintained  himfelf  fcr  feme  time  ;  hut  was  it  lid  attacked, 
and  put  to  death,  by  Abd'allah  Ebn  Al?^  brother  Salthy  who 
was  fent  againft  him  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  detachment,  in  a 

^  Gbec.  j^Bii't-FAftnj,  ubi  fop.  p.  zij.  214.  Abo  Jaafar 
AlTaear.  .Al  Makih,  ubifup.  p.  9j,94,.  D'HuHBei,.  Bibikrth. 
6ri«iit.  art.  A/cro'on  II.  p.  559<  Ci<N>ii  Qoi,  ad  Alfragan.  p.  124. 
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town  or  village  of  Sa'ld,  or  Thtbais,  called  Buiir  Kuri- 
dat^  on  Sunday  the  27th  of  the  latter  'Jemada.  At  the  battle 
of  Tubar,  an  incredible  number  of  MeTwan'i  folditrs  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  many  more  drowned  in  the  Euphra- 
tes amongft  the  latter  of  which  the  Khalif  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al 
iVaWd  Ebn  AhialmaUc,  who  had  formerly  been  depofed,  is 
faid  to  have  been  by  fome  of  the  Arab  writers.  After  that  de- 
cifivc  afiinn,  Abd'altah,  Abu'l  Ahbai'%  general,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  enemy's  camp,  where  he  found  an  immenfe 
<{uancity  of  plunder,  and  purfued  Merwan  firft  to  Kinnifrinf 
and  afterwards  to  Htmi,  From  the  latter  of  thofe places  that 
Kbafif  fied  to  DamafiaSy  where  he  met  with  the  reception  al- 
tcady  mentioned  ;  which  i)bligcd  him  to  make  the  beft  of  hii 
way  through PaUJIinemKo Egypt.  As  Abu'i  Abbas's  troops  con- 
tinued the  purfuii,  without  the  leaft  interruption,  a  vaft  mul- 
titude of  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  of  Omm'iyah  perifhed  on 
this  occafion  ;  which,  as  Abffallab  Ebn  Alt  himfelf  was  pleafed 
to  obferrc,  completely  revenged  the  death  of  Hofim.  As  for 
the  citizens  of  Z><;;»0^u;,  tho' they, had  fo  fhamcfully  defetted 
•Merwan,  they  refufcd  to  open  their  gates  to  the  viiiors;  upon 
which,  Saieh  Ebn  Ali,who  was  fent  againS  them  by Ahu'l  Abbas 
with  a  bddyof  troops, entered  their  city  by  force,  and  gave  it  up 
to  the  foldiery  to  be  plundered  for  three  whole  days.  He  alfo 
put  to  the  fword  Alff^alid  Ebn  Moaviiyah  Ebn  Merwan  Ebn  Al 
Haketn,  Merwan'%  govcrnorof  the  place,  and  then  purfued  his 
route  into  Egypt.  However,  before  his  departure,  if  we  will 
believe  Abu  jaafar  Al  Tabari  and  Ahu'l-Fara],  he  intirely 
"difmantled  that  ci^",  and  caufed  the  bones  of  the  princes  of 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  interred  there,  to  be  dug  out  of  their 
graves,  and  ordered  them  all  to  be  burnt.  The  latter  of  thole 
authors  likewife  relates,  or  at  leaft  feems  to  intimate,  that  Ab- 
d'a/lah  Ebn  All  himMf  purfued  Merwan  inlo  Egypt,  and  not 
his  brother  Saleh,  as  the  former  of  them  is  pleafed  to  aflcrt  ; 
OS  alfo,  that  Merwan  was  killed  with  a  Unce  in  the  mofque  at 
Bustr^  on  the  laft  day  but  one  of  the  month  Dhu'lhajja.  After 
which,  his  head  was  cut  off,  and  fent  as  a  prefcnt  to  Abu'l 
Abbat ;  who,  at  the  firft  fight  of  it,  adored  God  in  a  moft 
devout  manner,  diftributed  10,000  din.irs  amongft  the  poor, 
and,  in  conjunilion  with  Abiallah  Ebn  AH,  his  general,  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  Deity  for  delivering  into  hib  hands  his 
formidable  competitor,  or,  as  he  was  niLknijmed  by  Aid'allab, 
the  Afs  tf  Mefopotamia  s. 

■  Grig.  Abu'i.-Faii*j,  Abu  Ja*fa«  Au  Tabar.  et  'Al  Ma- 
KIN,  ubifup.  D'HEftBEL.  Biblioth  orient  ubi  fup.  K[iokd£Mik, 
GoLii  not.ad  Alfrxgao.  p.  100,  loi.  Au:.  lib,  Ai.  MosHTAFttc> 
apud  [fin.  Abulfed,  in  ,^ypt.  cli/n.  cogn.  ii.  ut  et  ipfe  Abulfed. 
ibid. 
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tJietwin'i  With  regard  to  Mervjen'%  c\\a.iz&tt^  he  is  faid  by  jitti 
tharaaer,  Jaafir  Al  Tabari  to  have  been  a  valiant  and  ma^animous 
prince,  endued  with  great  prudence,  and  thoroughly  veried 
in  all  the  arts  of  government.  He  fat  upon  the  thrkjie  a  li  tie 
above  five  years,  and  was  fixty-nine,  or,  as  oihen  fay,  fifty- 
iime,  or,  laflly,  as  others  will  have  it,  firty-fix,'  years  of  age* 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  left  behind  bim  two  fans,  ^b- 
daUah  and  Abd'alazlx ;  the  former  of  which  was  afterwards 
taken,  and  thrown  into  prifon,  where  he  remained  till  the 
Khalifat  of  Haruit  Al  Rafl/J.  He  was  then  releafed  from  hu 
confinement,  tho'  loaded  with  irons  for  fome  time  after  that 
event,  died  childlefs,  and  was  buried  at  Baghdad,  The  £rft 
day  of  M^rwan's  reign  was  fJunJay,  and  the  laft  Thurfdaj, 
His  fecretary  was  AbSalkamtd  Ehn  Yohya ;  the  captain  of  liis 
guards  Al  Kawlhar  Elm  Al  Afwad  Al  Ana'wi ;  his  chamber- 
lain his  freed-man  Suilab,  or  ^J/?*"*  ^s  he  is  called  by  A/AIa- 
iin;  and  his  judge  Othmdn  Allimi.  .The  infcriplion  of  his  feal 
was,  0  wije.man,  nmember  death.  The  Arabs  exprefs  the 
date  of  the  cataftrophe  that  befell  the  houfc  of  On.miyaby  iQ 
the  perTonofA/^ritwn,  who  was  the  \^  Khali/ of  that  houft^ 
by  the  word  Kalb,  wliich  ConTiA^  of  three  letters,  Kuf,  Lam, 
and  Ba,  denoting  1 32.  the  number  of  the  year  of  the  Hejre 
in  which  Aferwiin  was  killed,  and  the  Khali/at  of  the  prince* 
of  the  boufe  of  Omtmyah  intircly  abolifhcd  ". 
Seme  far-  SoME  of  the  Chnjllan  Arabs  have  pretended,  that  thi» 
therfar-  Khalifa  when  in  f^y^/,  attempted  to  violate  the  challtty  of  t 
ticulart  religious  there.  That  faint,  continue  they,  in  order  to  de- 
rtlating  («fcna  herfelf  from  the  violence  with  which  Ihe  was  threatetied, 
him,  and  preferve  her  virtue  inviolate,  oSered  to  give  Menodn  la 
unguent,  which  would  render  the  part  rubbed  with  it  invul- 
nerable; and  begged,  that  he  would  fird  Cry  the  experiment 
upon  her.  To  this  the  Kbalif  readily  agreed,  anointed 
her  neck  with  it,  and  then  with  one  blow  of  his  fcymitar  cut 
olFher  head  ;  making  in  this  manner  undefignedly  a  martyr  of 
her.  Mtrvjun  is  faid  by  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers  to  ha?e 
been  a  greater  eater  than  moft  of  his  time.  Tho*  the  KhaHfs 
of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  endeavoured  to  defiroy  all  the  defccnd' 
ants  of  this  prince,  yet  we  are  told,  that  one  of  them  cfcaped 
iirft  into  Egypt,  afterwards  laio  Africa,  and  laft  of  all  into 
Spain,  where  he  founded  the  fecond  dj^nafty  of  the  Omtniyan 
princes,  who  alTumed  the  title  of  A^aa/^  there.  We  learn 
■from  Jhcapbanes,  Dtmyfius  Telmarcnfis,  Cedrenus,  and  Abu't- 
Furaj,  that  tne  laft  battle,  the  lofs  of  which  proved  the  total 
-ruin  of  MsrwatCi  affaire,  was  fought  upon  the  banks  of  the 

••Abv  J*AF*»  ALTABAR.Al.MAKlM,ubifup.p.  9+.D'HM. 

■tet,  Biblioth,  orient.  i:bi  fup,  p.  i;g.  EvTYcli.  ubi  fup.  p.  392— 
395.  Gkeg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  lup. 
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Za/r,  a  river  that  has  its  fource  betneen  the  cittca  of  Mil, 
or  jfrMa,  and  Mattifel^  or  Maful,  and  fecnis  Ki  anfvrcr  to 
the  Lyeut  of  Stralm.  As  Mu'l  jfibas  Ai  Saff'ah'&  troops  had 
not  only  fwarthy  complexions,  but  were  jikewife  drelied  in 
black,  they  were  termed  by  the  Arabs  Ahfuadi,  by  the  Sy- 
rians Uchama,  which  words  denoted  hiaci.  m  the  Arabic  and 
Sjriac  languages,  and  Maurcphiiri  by  Theaphanes  and  Cedr^ 
nui.  As  [he  grofs  of  Aku'l  Ahbas's  army  was  formed  of  the 
natives  of  Khera/Jn^  whofe  country  bordered  upon  Perfia, 
Ihey  are  likewile  called  Perfians  by  feveral  authors,  thtt- 
fhants  denfMninate;  the  fpot  un  which  the  two  armies  en- 
gaged 7.aha,  and  Dionyfius  Tt'.merenftt  Beth  Zabe  ;  ptobaWy 
Becaufe  Mfrwdn,  as  we  are  informed  by  Abu'l-Faraj,  had, 
for  feme  time,  fixed  his  refidence  there,  or,  at  teaft,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  place.  After  the  defeat  of  his  forces, 
ri»at  prince  fled  »  Hairan;  from  whence,  a  bridge  havingbeen 
before  thrown  over  the  Euphrates,  probably  near  Betn,  Baton, 
or  BtUan,  he  made  his  efcape  into  Syririi  and  afterwards  gra- 
dually into  Egvpt,  where  he  met  with  the  above-mentioned 
Hxs  :  notwithflanding  which,  the  Mejletnt  Itlll  continued,  ac- 
cording to  Rodirie  of  Teledo,  to  be  governed  by  his  lieutenant 
rufef,  in  Spain  >, 

SECT.     XXI. 

'X'HE  fame  year,  the  acvf  Khali f  Abu' lAibSsAlSaf  eh  ordered  Tht  gt- 
.    ■'■.  Ahu  Mejtmta  Ebit  Ai  Halal  to  be  put  to  death,  for  forming  •oemtri  pf 
a  dcfign  to  transfer  the  Khalifat  to  the  hnufe  uiAii,  or  Abu  Ta-  ^«"«« 
lebyinm  that  ofAlAibai.  Me  alfo  cut  oS Te^Jd Ebn  Omar Ehn  ■W"'"''^ 
Hobelra,  though  he  had  before  promifed  to  take  l-.im  under  his  -''  **'  ^^' 
prote^on,  becaufe  he  had  entered  into  fome  machinations  ^^/"^ 
to  fix  Abd'allah,  the  fon  of  Ho/an  Ebn  tiajim  Ebn  AU  Ehn  V'"^" 
Jbu  Taleb  upon  Ha^'MoJkm  throne.     After  thefe  executions,  ""'■*""•• 
he  conferred  upon  his  brother  Ahu  Jaafar  At  Mansur  the  go- 
vernment of  Aderiijan,  as  well  as  that  of  Armenia  and  Mcfa- 
fitamia;  upon  his  brother  JToAjw  that  oi  Aloful;  upon  his 
uncle  David  that  of  Hijj'z.  and  Taman;  upon  his  uncle  Ifa 
that  of  Cufa  j  upon  Sofiin  Ebn  Aiouwiyab  Ai  MthalUhi  that  of 
Bafra ;    upon  Mohanuned  Ehn  Abd'alrahtndn  Ebn  AI  AjMb 
that  of  Perjki   upon  Maniur  Eln  Jumfmr  that  of  luSa 

'  D'Hbrbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  ubi  fup.  Tiifophan.  chrono- 
graph, p.  3;s,356.  Dionys.  Tslmarens.  apud  Jof,  Sim.  Affe- 
man.  obi  fup.  p.  loS,  109.  ut  ec  iple  J05.  Sim.  Assem,\n.  ibid. 
Gfono.  CEDBEH.hiflortir.  comperd.p.  46;.TiiEoi'mL.  Sicitb. 
BftYER.  obi  fup.  p.  rfo,  z8i.  Greo.  Abu'lFaiIai,  ubi  fap. 
GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  zy,.  z^z,  &c.  Stras.  lib.  xri.  Ro- 
DERtc.  ToLETAN.  bill,  Arab,  ubi  fup. 
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and  Sin^a ;  upon'^iw  Mofitm,  who  had  brought  aboul  the 
revolution  in  favour  of  the  race  of  Al  Abbai,  ihat  of  Kbora- 
fan  i  upon  his  uncle  Abdailah  Ebn  M  that  of  Syria ;  and, 
laftly,  upon  his  uncle  SaUb  Ehn  Jli  that  o(  Egypt.  The  latt 
'of  which  governors  chofe  for  his  deputy  Abu  Au.n  Ebn  Ah^at- 
maUc  Ehn  Yrdd.  Atd'allnh  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Al  Ahbai,  after  his 
return  from  Ramla,  made  a  public  entry  into  Duma/cut,  in  order 
to  take  poUellion  of  his  new  government,  and  cxerciftd  unheard- 
of  cruelties  upon  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  On  mijah  there. 
Some  of  them  he  tortured  in  a  mofl  barbarous  and  inhuman 
manner,  and  others  he  burpt  to  death.  At  Rujafa^  he  or- 
dered Hejhom  Ehn  AbSalmaltc  to  receive  120  llripes  upon  bis 
,  bare  back ;  which  feparatcd  the  flelli  from  the  bones  in  fuch 

a  manner,  that  it  all  fell  to  the  ground,  and  was  reduced  to 
afhes,  by  this  cruel  governor's  command ;  who,  at  the  fame 
time  fjiid,  "  This  is  done  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  barba- 
"  rous  treatment  met  with  by  my  father  from  him,  who  told 
"  me,  that  he  receivedformerly  ooftripcsfor  nocrimcataU." 
By  the  preceding  lift  of  governors  and  provinces,  it  clearly  af>- 
pears,  that  the  McJUm  empire  was  of  a  vail  extent,  when  ^ 
SafJh,  the  firfl  of  the  Khalifs  of  the  family  of  Al  jtbbitt 
alcended  the  throne  ^. 
firKha-       The  following  year,  being  the  133d  ofthe/fyVa,  com- 
WVt  intfi  mcnciiig  Auguji  9,  750,  the  people  ol  Cbalctdetu,  a  diftriaof 
gahfivi-  Syria  feparated  by  the  province  of  Cholybonitii  from  the  £«- 
raiad-      phratts,  took  up  arms   in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  Ummyeh^ 
•uaiu,.gtt   ajjj  advanced  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Hemi;  but  were 
wtrthi    overthrown  there  by  the  Khalifa  troops,  called  Maurofhm  by 
t^  'J""'    TIjtophanci,  who  put  four  thoufand  of  them  to  the  fwotd. 
L,^f'f     About  the  fame  time,  a  body  of  Arabs  of  the  fa^ion  of  if««, 
Qfaxax-'    underthc  command  of  oneB«r(jfj6tf,  formed  a  confpiracyagaiiift 
yjlj_   ,      the  Khaltf,  and  cut  off  a  confiderable  number  of  the  paitilaiu 
of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abbus  j  but  they  were  at  laft  difpctfed, 
with  very  great  lofs,  by  Al.  Saffah'%  forces.  '  As  the  Araht  on 
this  occafion  appeared  in  white  cloaths,  and  the  Khalifs  men 
in  black;  hence  arofe  the  two  different  factions  oi  the  IVbilit 
and  the  Blacks  in  Fyria,  that  have  been  taken  notice  of  bjr 
fevcral  of  the  eaffcrn  writers.     However,  Mtrvjon'i  bead 
having  been  cut  off,  after  the  laft  defeat  of  that  prince's  forces, 
in  Egypt,  it  was  embaliTicd,  and  expofed  to  public  view  in 
the  principal  cities  of  the  empire ;  which  effectually  appeafed 
commotions.     One  of  the  Greek  hiflorians  informs  us,'  that 
Merwan'%  army,  overthrown  at  the  battle  of  '/.aba.,  confiAed 
of  300,000  men  }  and  that  he  efcaped  with  only  3C00  flaves 
into  Egypi.    Thiopbanei  relates,  that  the  Arabi  were  divided 

^  Adv  Jaafax  AlTabak.  Ai^Makin,  ubi  fu|>.  p.  97, 
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at  this  time  into  two  powerful  Tactions,  which  hb  calls  ttil! 
Kaijiattt  uid  the  imanitu  \  the  latter  of  which  Teem  to  have 
been  cither  the  people  inhabiting  the  province  of  Oman,  or  thu 
branch  of  the  Shiitet  denominated  Imamiaai  by  fome  of  the, 
Mtfltm  writers.  Thefe  Imaaiiti,  according  to  the  fame  aU' 
tbor^were  fupctior  in  fortiUide  to  theKaiJiani,  had  before de- 
ftroyed  great  numbers  of  them,  and  then  joined  the  forces  aC' 
fembled  by  Kahtaba  to  aft  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of  M  JbbSs. 
Tufffi  Mtnoan'a  lieutenant,  notwithftanding  the  Jate  revolu- 
tion in  Sjriut  continued  this  year  Co  pi^e  over  ihe^l^^mi  in 

Ik  the  134th  year  o(  the/fz/rd*  andpu^tof  theprecetling7'i//>'/iit^ 
Vear*  the  emperor  Cenflaniini  Ctprii^fmui  ouMle  an  irruption  nfai 
into  JntunU  and  the  neighbouring  provincei,  reduced  the  ci-  tvnit  in 
ties  of  Mtlittni,  ThtadefitpoUsi  and  JtMiA,  carried  part  of  t^'  Mof' 
the  inhabitanu  off  with  him  into  3V0i-f,aiwl  Teizedupon  the  Icih/m. 
greatcft  part  of  Armtma.    It  appears  from  Tiuopiaati,  that  f'''*'^'^itt 
Hie  KbaUfa  officers,  about  this  time,  butchered  vaft  numbers  '^'-JC^f  '^ 
of  the  Cbrifiiatti  in  Pa^flim.     Diiny/ms  Ttlmartnfn  relatesi  '*'"«!''* 
that  conHderable  commotions  happened  aj  Maithercolt  Mai-  '^^ 
pberehiMf  Afaiphtra£la^  or  Ma^farktitt  a  city  oi  Afeftpotamia^ 
this  year.  One  Cjrui  Ebn  Tebith  advanced  from  thence  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  troops  into  a  dtAri3  calied  Cuhb,  and  put 
Ccvcn  of  the  principal  men  of  that  diftri^  to  the  (Word.     Of 
which  the  inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring  territary,   named 
Pblt,  receiving  advice,  they  fortified  their  capital,  raifed  what 
forces  tbey  were  able,  and  made  the  proper  difpofiiioBS,  undef 
the  command  and  diredion  of  one  Jshitf  a  Syrian,  to  givS 
the  enemy  a  warm  leceptlon,  if  they  fhould  thinlc  tit  tO'  ap- 
pear.   But,  notwithfianding  thcfe  dirpofitionE,  one  Stvtrui,  a 
native  of  Phii^  endeavoufea  to  bring  his  countrymen  under  a 
foreign  yoke,  and  went  over  to  the  Arali.     However,  'John 
routul  the  troops  fcnt  againft  them  under  the  conduit  of  this 
Smtrus,  and  killed  the  greatcft  part  of  them  upon  the  fpot< 
He  alfo  defeated  Cyriu'a  governor  of  Culab^  who  had  rebelled 
againft  his  matter,  and  pQfTellcd  himfelf  of  Eiu!  and  Pbafpha' 
fat  (  driving  him  from  thence  with  confidlrabie  lofs.     He  af- 
terwards  idvanced  to  Hailar,  efcaped  an  ambufcade  laid  for  him 
by  one  Stephen^  who  had  been  reinforced  with  a  body  of  Arab 
troops  commanded  by  /iwf,  a  Mofiem  general,  and  intirely  dif"-  .  ; 

perfed  that  corps.  Grtgary,  an  Ibtrlaiit  Tikewife,  at  this  jumaiire, 
moved  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  againA  the  people  inha- 

'  THBOfHAN.ubifuj.  p.  3;6 Jj8.    Djonts,  Tblmarens. 

ipud  ]oC  Sim.  AJTeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  109.  uc  ei  ipfe  }as.  Sih  .4a- 
sEMAX.ibid.  Eotych.  nbi  fup.  p.  J94 — Jg?.  ChmsT  Cellar. 
eeograph.  uitiq.  lib.  lit.  c.  it,  Golii  not.  ad  Alfragan.p.  So,  81. 
Rod.  ToLBTM).bi&.  Arab,  ubl  fup.  Sali's  ptelim. difc.  p.  17  j- 
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bitingthebanlcs  of  the  livefliiira,  and  put  man^oT  them  to 
die  ffford ;  which  indued  the  members  of  the  canton  fcated 
on  ihoiuit  Say  to  ilock  to  yahitf  who  commanded  the  forces  of 
Phil  in  no  fmall  numbers,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  expel  from 
their  country  the  barbarians.  The  eaftem  part  of  Afefopttaairaf 
it  the  fame  time,  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  Khalifa  sjid  fct 
np  Burikha^  who  had  been  defeated  the  preceding  year  by  Al 
Saffah's  troops,  in  oppofition  to  him.  At  Edejfa,  Absaliab  Etm 
Baitr  alTumcd  the  fuprcme  command,  after  he  had  dcffroycd 
the  monafleries  of  Cubc^  Rifmat  in  Toifapha,  Catora,  Hefira, 
St.  Lazarus,  Bt-ih  Maada,  St.  Mel,  St.  MUla,  and  Seain, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edsjja,  Harraa,  and  Teh.  The 
winter  this  year  in  Mtfo^otamia.,  and  the  neighbouring  pro* 
vinces,  was  extremely  fevcre  ;  the  [ground  being  covered  « 
lone  time  with  fiow,  and  the  waters  with  ice.  1  his,  incon- 
jun£)ion  with  feveral  large  fwii:ms  of  lociilh,  which  Inlirely 
confumed  all  the  corn,  produced  a  dreadful  famine  in  IberU^ 
Jfrmenia,  and  Mefipalamia,  efpeciall)>  the  laft  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces, into  which  a  pi'odigious  multitude  had  retired  out  of 
the  others,  for  the  fake  of  a  fubfiflence.  We  muft  here  beg 
leave  to  obfervc,  that  the  city  of  7V/rt,  die  Cenjlantia^  Cam- 
fiam'ma,  Antipdity  and  Anthemufuiy  of  the antients,  was,  k- 
cordii)gto7%f0^^tfM»,  fifty- fix  ftadia  eaftof  i^T^/r,  and  ^mm 
the  fame  diAance,  in  a  fouthcrn  dire^on,  from  Amida  \  ami 
that  Maipbera^a^  called  by  the  Arabs  Mayafarkin,  and  Ibme- 
times,  by  way  of  contraction.  In  the  days  of  Abutjida,  Ferti, 
was  a  city  of  Mijepoiama,  about  feven  or  eight  days  journey 
from  Mejul,  denominated,  as  it  fliould  feem,  by  Anmietms 
Marcell'tnus  Macepra£}a,  and  taken,  without  any  juft  founda- 
.  tion,  by  Renaudoi  to  be  Tagrit,  or  the  Mertyrepulls  t^i  Prtet- 
fius.  it  muft  Iikewife  be  remarked,  that  Roderic  of  Teled*  it 
undoubtedly  miftaken,  when  he  aflcrts  AbdaSab  Ebn  Mtham- 
med  Ebn  AH,  furnamcd  Abu'l  Abbas  Al  Saffoh^  to  have  beea 
inaugurated  this  year;  fuice  he  runs  counter  herein  to  the 
whole  flream  of  AloJIem  antiquity,  as  well  as  to  the  autbotilj 
ef  the  beft  Greek  and  Syrian  writers  ". 

"  Theophas  ubi  fup.  p.  358.  Geoko.  Cidiebn.  nbi  fop,  p. 
+6j.  DioNvs:  Teluahens.  abi  fup.  p.  100.  no.  Joi.  Sim. 
AsiEMAK.  in  diiTertii.  de  Monophyfit.  palT.  Ism.  Abvlped.  in 
defcript.  Mefopotam.  n.  241.  Ammian.  Marcellin.  lib.  t.  c. 
36.  Aut.  chronic.  Edefleo.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Aflnnan.  in  Bibliotli. 
oriental.  Clemeniino- Vatican,  torn.  i.  p.  273,  39;.  Chiist.  Cit- 
tAR.  geogr.antiq,  lib.iii.  c.  15.  Procop.  Perf.  lib.  i  c.  8.  Stiai. 
gcogr.  lib.  xvi.  PtiH.lib.v.c.  14.  Rehaudot.  lit.  orient,  torn, 
;i.  p.  171.  Theoph.  Sloe  rR.  Bayer,  ubi  fup.  p.  2S1.  Roderic. 
ToLETAH.  ubi  fup.  c.  xviii.  p.  17. 
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TrtK  next  year,  being  the  1 35*  of  ttie  Hijfd,  the  retel  Ji  alfo 
Buriiikr,  bxnng  raifcd  a  powerful  ztmy,  advanced  to  I?sra ;  Jurhg  itri 
sphere  he  was  met  and  engaged  by  the  Kh^Uf's  forces,  ■w)\ofili'>^'''i 
overthrew  htm  with  very  great  flaughter.  The  partifana  of^""* 
the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  recxived  likewife  tWo  other  notable  de- 
feats at  Majut  and  Jkula ;  the  fcFrmer  of  which  places,  called 
fometimes  New  Ninivtb^  and  by  the  Arabs  Maxvfil,  was  a  city 
oi  Mefepetamia,  feated  upon  the  Tigris,  about  Tix  days  journey 
froBi  Mtaipbiraiia ;  and  the  latter,  Tuppofed  by  Bar  Htbraui 
to  have  been  the  fame  with  Cufa,  was  feated,  according  to 
Sharif  At  Edrifi,  upon  t\it  Eufhralai  about  five  Itations  from 
Baihiad.  It  was  denominated  by  Ahulfeda^  who  makes  it  to 
have  been  a  fmall  town  in  his  days,  Datr  Al  Ak&l^  and  placed 
by  him  at  no  great  diftance  from  Baghdad,  about  ten  para- 
Euigs  firora  Al  Madaytn  upon  the  Tigris  \  tho'  he  takes  it  to 
be  1  difierent  city  from  Cufa,  After  thefe  defeats,  in  which 
the  rebels  loft  abundance  of  men,  the  itia/i/ appointed  Jahn^ 
the  general  of  Phis,  who  had  fignalized  himfclf  fo  much  on 
many  occalions  againft  the  Arabs  of  Meifh*re£lay  ^verncr  of 
a  conliderable  extentof  territory  in  that  part  of  his  dominions,  ' 
and  loaded  him  with  prefents.  Hts  brother  Abiatlab  Ehtt 
Mthammtiiy  who  commanded  the  forces  emplnyed  in  the  re-* 
duflion  of  the  rebel  £«r/iifl,  ^AS'ffjf2i  had  before  conftituted 
governor  of  MefipBtamia.  Saiikh  tbn  Sahikh,  another  of  the 
JCbalifi  generals,  undertook  an  expedition  into  Armenia,  and 
obliged  the  principal  cities  of  that  province  to  deliver  holHges 
into  his  hands,  as  pledges  for  their  future  fidelity  to  the  Khailfi 
all  which  he  condu)£led  to  Maipbira£}a,  Some  of  thefe  Jnhn, 
the  general  of  Pbis,  ibon  after  came  to  rcleafc  ■,  upon  which) 
the  people  of  MaipbtraSta  would  have  perftiaded  Satikh  to  cut 
him  off  by  treachery ;  but  he  efcapcd  by  the  favour  oiAbd'allab 
Ebn  Mehammed,  who  took  him  Under  hiaprotedton.  Sltphritf 
one  of  the  Ommiyan  commanders  already  mentioned,  died  fud- 
denly  this  year  at  Harrdn.  It  appears  from  Abujaefar  Al 
Tabari  and  AbulrFaraj,  as  well  as  from  Dunyfius  Ttlmarinjisi 
who  has  been  (bllowed  herein  by  M.  Bayer,  that  Ab^altab  Lbit 
Mebammed,  who  acquired  fo  much  glory  by  the  defeat  of  the 
rebel  Burikha,  mult  have  been  Al  Saffah'%  fucceflbf,  the 
Khakf  Abu  faafar  Al  Manfurt  who  had  been  appointed 
by  his  brother,  m  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  the  governor 
W  Arvunia,  Mefopttamia,  and  Aderbijdti.  For,  that  his  name, 
as  well  as  AlSaffdb%  was  Abdallah,  may  be  inferred  from 
all  thofe  authors.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  our  read- 
ers here,  that  dirhims  were  flill  ftruck  at  Cufa ;  the  author 
of  this  hillory  having  one  of  them,  in  excellent  conferva- 
tion,  with  the  following. legend  and  iiifcription,  according 
to  the  leaintd  Dr.  Hunty  in  the  Cufis  character,  upon  it : 
R  a  •         Tbtrt 
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There  it  nn  GoD,  hut  the  one  only  Goc  '  Ht  bat  na  cmi- 
ianieni.  This  dirhem  wtsjiruci  at  Ckiz  tn  tie  i^^b  year. 
By  which  we  are  given  to  undcTlUnd,  that  this  piece  wa» 
coined  at  Cufa^  in  the  I34.th  year  of  the  f'ejra,  or  M»- 
hammedan  sera,  and  the  third  of  tht  Khali/at  of  Jb^aEah 
£ttt  Mohattlmed  Ebn  Alt,  furnamed  Aiu'l  Abbot  AlSaff^. 
The  unity  of  Ood,  and  his  fuperiority  over  all  other  bcuigs, 
intimated  by  the  expreflions,  "There  is  no  Gon  hut  tittnij  au 
God,  and  fie  hai  no  cernpanicns,  by  which  the  Mabanmit^aKi 
exclude  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  from  a  participatioD  o€ 
the  divine  nature,  are  points  dcducible  from  the  4th,  the  jtfi, 
and  the  1 1  ath,  chapters,  of  the  Koran,  It  cannot  be  inferred 
hom  Rotitric  oi  Tolide,  fo  often  died  here,  that  any  thing  re- 
markable happened  this  year,  undef  Xuftf'%  adminiftraikw^  ni 

Al  Saf-        In  the  i36Eh  year  of  the  Hejra,  commencing  July  7*, 
fahV  753,  Ab^olkb  Ebn  Mohammed  Ehn  M  Jbu'l  Abbas  41  Sef- 

Jtaib,  atiJfah,  the  firft  ffia/f/of  the  houfe  of  ^//^Wfli,  departed  this  life, 
rJ«rd<?4r- either  at  Anbar,  according  to  Eutychius,  or,  as  Abu  yaafar 
•  AlTabari  will  have  it,  at  At  Hajhemiyah,  a  city  ereaed  by 
himfelf,  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  the  former,  if  not  adjoining 
to  it,  on  Sund/iy,  the  12th,  or  13th  (for  about  this  authors 
difierj  of  Dhu'lbajja,  the  very  day  that  he  completed  his  jjd 
year.  Some  writers  have,  however,  related,  that  he  was  but 
32  years  and  an  half  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  <i 
oi  the  fmall  pox,  and  reigned  about  four  years  and  nitie 
fnonths,  according  to  the  befl  of  the  /frob  hiftorians.  He 
>ra5,  as  to  his  perfo;!,  tall,  handlbme,  and  of  a  fair  com- 
plexion.  His  uofe  was  a  little  dillorted  ;  but  he  was  portly, 
and  of  a  very  good  fize.  Wkh  regard  to  his  difpofition,  he 
was  difcreet  and  munificent,  had  good  parts,  and  was  ex- 
tremely avetfe  to  Ihedding  of  blood ;  though  he  was  obliged, 
contrary  to  his  natural  inclination,  in  order  to  ptefer^c  himlclf 
upon  the  throne,  to  maflacrc  a  prodigious  number  of  the 
friends  and  adherents  of  Uie  hoiifc  of  Ommiyab,  belides  thofe 
he  flew  in  the  different  engagements  he  had  with  Mtrviert^ 
fortes,  upon  the  Euphratis,    at  DamafiUiy   and  in  Egypt. 

'  DroNYs, Telmak. apud  Jof.  Sid.  AfTcoias.  abtfap.p  no. 
ntet  ipfe  Jf)s  Sib.  Asseman.  ibid.  Bar  Hebh^cus,  apod  joT. 
Sim.  Affeman  in  diflenat  de  Monopbyfit.  ut  et  ipfe  Jot.  Sim. 
AasEMAN.  ibid.etalib.   Sharif  Al  Edkisi.  Isu.  Abulped.  in 

,    dcfcript.  Mefopotain.    Golii  not.  ad  Alfregan.  p.  aja ijj. 

Alb  ScHuiT.  ind.  geograp'.tc.  id  vit.  Salad.  AaujAAPAkAL 
Tabar.  AlMakin,  ubifup  p.  91— 95.  Grec.  Abu'l-Faraj, 
uhi  fjp.  p.  214.   TdEO  H.  SiCEFR.  Bavek.  ubi  fupj    Al  Kor. 

MOHAM.    f.  iv.  V,  exit.     Al,   BkII)AV.I,     jAf^l.AW>'BDM,    Yamt*, 

KoD.  Tdlktak.  ubifop,  • 
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JfiM  Ebn  MufOt  his  nephew,  faid  the  ufuzl  prayers  over  him  at 
tne  time  of  his  interment.  -  As  a  proof  of  his  fingular  muni- 
ficence, we  are  told,  that  he  madea  prcfentto^^«//ii^£A«' 
Jlafan  Ehn  Hoftin  Ebn  M  Ebn  /.bu  Tilth  of  2,000,000  £r~ 
benti  at  once  ;  which  exceeded  every  thing  of  that  kind  that 
liad  been  docie  by  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  Uc  was  the  lirlt  of 
the  Kikdifs  who  created  a  privy-  counfelior,  namely,  Jbu  Ma/- 
J*ma  Eia  AlHalai,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  cxtcuted  for  an  in- 
Vntion  'o  tfansfer  the  Khaiifat  from  his  family  to  that  of  Abu 
jaifb,  and  afterwards  Khalid  Ebn  Barmac ;  thofe  of  the  houfe 
^Ommyah  making  ufe  of  their  fecretaries  of  Hate  as  coun- 
cilors, whom  they  confutted  on  all  emergent  occafions.  His 
Judge,  or  Kddi,vis  Abu  LtUi  oi Medina,  and  afterwards  Mu 
Tapja  of  the  fame  city  ;  the  captain  of  his  guards  was  Ab^al 
Jakar  Ebn  Jbd'atrahman  Al  Azdi;  and  his  chamberlains 
jtbu  Otbman  Ebn  SaUh  and  Ebn  Ghajan.  The  infcription  of 
his  feal  was,  God  tV  the  trufi  e/ Abd'allah,  whe  htlievttk 
in  him.  The  firft  day  of  his  reign  was  Friday,  and  the  laft  , 
Sunday.  He  had  a  very  tender  alfedtioR  and  high  regard  for  the 
'family  of  Mthammti,  and  was  a  prince  of  very  pious  fcnti- 
ments.  Being  one  day  viewing  himfelf  in  a  ghls,  and  per- 
.ceiving  himfelf  in  the  flower  of  his  a^,  he  addrelled  himfelf 
to  God  in  the  following  terms :  *'■  O  God  !  I  will  not 
■••  ^ay  what  Scliman  Ebn  Abifa/malec,'  a  Khali f  of  the  houfe 
**  .v^  Ommfyah,  ufcd  to  fay,  iam  tht  Ung , and  prime  of  ysuti; 
■**  I  pfay  thee  to  preftrve  my  life  only  for  thy  feivicc,  and  to 
**  grant  that  1  may  enjoy  a  greater  fbare  of  health  than  of 
■**  any  other  bleffings.  The  words  w.re  fcarce  out  of  hjs- 
mouth,  when  he  heard  one  of  the  flaves  in  his  antichamber 
(»y  to  bis  comrade,  "  By  what  I  lee,  there  is  only  five  days 
**  difference  between  your  age  and  mine."  The  Khalif-was 
immediately  (Iruck  with  the  exprelSon,  as  much  as  if  he  had 
heard  the  divine  decree  intimating  to  him  the  certain  period 
of  bis  days  ;  which,  in  eScSt,  thofe  words  did,  as  he  was  in 
a  fliort  time  after  attacked  by  the  fmall-pnx,  which  carried 
him  off  about  two  months  and  five  days  after  they  wire  fpo- 
ken.  We  a:e  told  by  a  Perfian  hiftorian,  that  this  Khalif 
was  furnamed  M  Seffah,  bccaufe  he  did  not  obtain  poffellion 
of  the  JTj&iJ^/frr  without  an  incredibleefTuiion  of  human  blood. 
In  this. prince's  reign,  as  wc  are  informed  by  the  ChriJUan 
writers,  the  emperor  Confiantine  Cepranymus  conftituted  one 
Jfiak,  a  Chrijiian  bifhop,  an^  his  particular  favourite,  patri- 
.aich  of  Antletb,  and  the  ealt,  and  put  to  death  one  Matratinus, 
for  not  receiving  him  in  that  chara^er.  Tliat  emperor  like- 
wife  fent  an  order  to  the  patriarch  of  y/^'A'ani/rJii  lu  admit  ^W 
in  the  aforefaid  capacity,  or,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  repair  imT 
mediately  to  ConJiantiBBpU;  with  whith  he  did  not  think  fit  ' 
R  3  'to'" 
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to  comply.  But  Ifiai  anil  Jthana/ius,  who  Tuccceded  him, 
dyin^  loon  after,  one  Getrge  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchate 
of  Jat'iKh  i  and  removed  alterwards  Trom  that  honourable  poft 
by  the  rollowing  Kbfiliff  Abu  Jaefar  Al  Mflnfur^  who  Tubfii- 
tuted  in  his  ronin  a  Chrijiian  bilhop  that  was  one  of  bis  mofi 
intimate  fiicnds.  In  the  be^nning  of  the  Khalifat  of  Al 
$a^ah,  feveral  conflii^  happened  between  his  forces  and  thofe 
t^Mfwon  >n  $£yft,  before  he  could  oialte  himfcif  abfelute 
mafter  of  (hat  country.  The  latter  of  thofc  princes  is  laid  to 
have  been  extremely  cruel  to  the  Chri/ii^m  '\a  Bgjpty  fre- 
ifuaitly  threatening  to  cut  off  the  patriarch  of  AUxamdndt 
bead,  and  prdering  a  fcymitar  to  be  brought  him  for  that  pur- 
pofe}  but  receiving  advjce,  thM  Al  Saffah's  (oroeSf  under  the 
command  of  SaUh  Ebn  Ali,  had  tnter^^gypi,  he  immcifiately 
pa0ed  the  NiUy  took  po8  in  the  city  of  Geexa,  or  AlJlxoL,  the 
pntient  Mtir^bit,  and  laid  Mtfry  then  the  capital  of  Egfpt,  ia 
aflies,  together  with  all  the  corn  and  (voviiions  at  dut  tise 
in  the  place.  After  which,  be  feized  upon  a  nunneiy,  at  a 
fmall  difiance  from  Gena,  made  all  the  rdi^oui  therein  pri- 
Ibners,  and,  amongft  the  ceft,  a  beautiful  nun,  wholi:  cbaptf 
he  offered  to  violate,  in  the  manner  already  related.  Al» 
y^afar  AlTabari  Teems  inconftilent  with  himfelf,  in  relation 
%o  the  year  of  MirtudnH  death  ;  intimating  in  one  place,  th:t 
it  happened  in  the  I32d  year  of  the  Hijra,  and  in  another 
the  following  year-  Some  of  the  Arab  auUiors  inform  us, 
(hat  this  Mertuan  was  a  mondrous  gluUoh,  and  fo  extremely 
ibnd  of  ftieep's  kidneys,  that  he  could  not  forbear  wrapping 
ihis  hand  in  the  corner  of  his  vcft,  whenever  he  faw  a  fbeep, 
^nd  tearing  out  of  it  that  part;  which  he  devoured  immedi- 
ately. To  this  they  add,  that,  after  the  ravenous  operation,  . 
he  threw  off  his  veR,  and  put  on  another ;  and  that  he  Mi 
above  ten  thoufand  fuch  greafy  vefls  behind  him.  With  re- 
gard to  Al  Sarah's  age,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  thou^,  ac- 
cording to  the  Arab  writers,  this  did  not  exceed  thirty-three 
years,,  as  has  been  already  obferved  ;  yet  he  was  forty-two 
years  old,  when  that  tragical  event  happened,  if  wc  will  be- 
lieve Khendemir,  the  celebrated  Perjian  hiftorian  ". 

0  Abu  Jaafar  Al  T*ba».  Al  Makin.  nbi  fop.  p.  97—100. 
C^ttEc.  ABu'L'pAtAj,  ubifup.  p.  2)4,  nj.  EuTvcH,  ubi  fop, 
■p-  39+ — 397-  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  124,  Ism.  AsuLrtp. 
jn  jtgypt.  SHAw'igeograp.  obfervai.  itiEgj'pt.  Arabia  Peinea, 
tc.  p.  341.  EbnShohnah,  Aut.  lib.  BrNA  Kiti,  Act.  lib.  The- 
fAT.  RfOUAT.  KKONDEMiR.inKhelaflat  Al  Akhbar.  Videctjan 
D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  MarvaoU.  icSitffSb,  p.  559, 
?3o-73!f 

§ECT. 


C.  2;  Jfc  H0ory  ef  the  Arabsi  t6| 

SECT.    XXIL 

UPON  the  daatK  of  M J"  ailab  AW  I  Jhb6s  M  Saffah,  his  Abm  Jm- 
brodwr  jStu  Jaafar  M  MmJ&r^  who,  in  Ai  SaffSh's  hr  M 
Kfe^tlme,  had  been  declared  the  preemptive  heir  of  the  crown,  Manfiir 
■was  prod«inictt  Kkalif'm.  the  imperial  city  of  Anbar,  then  **'^f^J'^.. 
capital  trf  the  Mofltm  empire.  His  brother,  who  lodged  the  **  Saffah. 
irUl  made  ia  his  nvour  in  the  hsnds  of  hi$  uncle  Ifa  Ebn  AUy 
mtb  orders  to  him  to  open  it,  and  oblige  the  people  to  take 
an  oadi  of  fidelity  to  the  new  Khali/,  as  (bon  as  he  was  dead, 
had  apptunted  Aiu  Jaafar  AI  Malyir  chief  of  the  caravan  of 
pilgrims  vifiting  Mecca  this  veiy  yearj  fo  diiit  the  latter  was 
enhisioumeyto.Mc(a  when  thcformer  expired.  This  hap- 
pened m  the  month  of  Dbi^lbajja,  which,  as  its  name  imports, 
is  pecirfiarly  fet  aput  for  the  celebration  of  the  grand  folemnity 
Cbere.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  mSaffiHs  death, 
h«  immediately  difpatchcd  Abu  Mofitm  to  C&fa^  to  take  care 
of  his  afiairs.  When  Ahu  Msflem  arrived  there,  in  order  to 
oblige  tlie  inhabitants  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  M 
JUanfur^  and  proclaim  him  Khalif,  be  found  that  his  nephew* 
Jfa  Ebn  Mufa,  had  been  attempting  to  ufurp  the  Khatifat, 
But  the  appearance  of  this  great  general,  who  was  (bon  fol< 
lowed  by  Al  MenJ^r  himfelf,  put  an  end  to  all  the  towering 
projedi  of  Jfa,  and  obliged  him  to  a£k  pardon  of  the  new 
KhaHf  for  his  temerity  and  prefumption ;  who  granted  him 
his  life,  upon  condition  that  he  (hould  always  remain  in  a  pri- 
vate flation.  However,  his  uncle  AbSalUth  Ebn  AH,  then 
eovernor  of  Syria^  was  not  intimidated  by  this  fuccefs ;  but 
let  up  (or  himfelf  in  that  country,  where  he  gave  Al  Menfur 
much  more  trouble  than  his  nephew  Ifa  had  done,  as  will 
hereafter  very  dearly  appear  >*. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  Dtoriyfius  Ttlmarenfii,  who  lived  Htflilititt 
about  the  time  that  the  firft  Khalif  of  the  houfe  of  Al  AbbSi  cantinutd 
afcended  the  Moflem  throne,  or  very  foon  after,  that  fevera)  rcn-  tttvictm 
counters  at  leati,  if  not  bloody  battlcff,  happened  in  Syria  be-  fhi  hettfu 
tween  the  parcifans  of  that  houfc  and  the  adherents  of  the  fa-  *f^  Ab- 
mity  of  Ommlyah,  in  the  !aft  year  of  Abu'l  Abbas  Al  Sa0h.  •»»  ■^'^ 
The  particulars  of  ihcfeaftions,however,  have  not  beenhanded  0^f>'- 
down  to  us  i  though  we  may  conclude,  ftom  the  general  ac-  y*"" 
count  given  us  of  them  by  the  aforefaid  writer  and  ThespbatieSy 
that  the  troops  on  b^th  fides  committed  dreadful  devaltations 

p  Grec. ABu'L-FARAjtubifup  p. zij,  Abu  Jaafar AlTa- 
BAR.  Al  Makin,  in  hift.  Saracen,  p.  100.  Kkokdemir,  ubl  fup. 
Albert.  Bofiav.deper?£r,  Mcccao.  p.  12.  £vTXCli.iibifup.  p, 
396—399. 

R  4  m 


t(4  rbi  Uifiory  vf  the  Anix.  Kl. 

'     '      In  that  rich  mi  opulent  province.     The  Per/iant,  howe«r, 
■^3  Dionyjius  calls  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  ifi  Abbot,  proTM 
fuperior  to  their  cneinics  in  this  warj  and  difntantled  all  the 
fortified  towns  of  Syria,  except  Amt'mb,  whofe  foiti&catioiu 
they  left  intirc.     According  to  Rsdtric  of  Teltdt,  three  /uds, 
or  two  parhelia,  were  fcen  either  this  or  the  preceding  jrear  at 
C»rduia  in  SpoiH.   ■  It  has  been  obferved  by  Rafit,  that  no  nin 
fell  there,  either  this  or  the  fallowing  year ;  which  occafimicd 
a  great  fcfrcity  of  provif|ons,  if  not  a  downright  famine,  in  that 
fertile  region,  over  which  Tu/tf  Rill  continued  to  prefide  1. 
Abo  Jaa-      The  following  year,  being  the  137th  of  the  ILjrv,wladi 
fir  inat-   commenced  Juati-jth,  754,  Mujaafar  M  ManfSr  Ebm  M»- 
guraiid  at  j^mttud  Ebn  Ali  Eba  jlb^allsh  Bin  At  Abt&s  was  inaugursCcd 
A|  Hjfte-  at  A(  Hcjbimyah,  according  to  AhuJaafttrAl  Tabar%,  with  ill 
loijW-      poffible  demonftrations  of  joy  on  the  part  of  his  fubie^  there. , 
His  mother  Salma,  the  daughter  of  Safiar,  who  had  been  only 
his  father's  conculiine,  was  born  at  Bafra.  -He  was  firft  faluted 
A^i^/t/ at  a  place  called  AlSaj^,  \.  e.  ihtfatmut,  tb4trigbty  tht 
illu^riaut.  Ice.  from  whence  he  took  occaflon  to  predi^  that 
his  teign<  would  be  glorious,  and  diningullhed  by  many  aflioos 
pf  eclat.     His  uncit  J/d  Ebn  Alt  aflembled  all  the  member?  of 
the  houfe  of  Hajhim  at  Anbar,  in  order  to  fupport  his  interefl, 
before  his  arrival  there.     This,  at  that  junSure,  he  juilgcd  a 
necefTary  precaution  i  being  apprehenfivc,  that  his  nephew's 
title  to  the  Kbaltfat  would  be  difputed  by  a  powerful  faAion ; 
9nd  that,  in  con(e(]uence  of  fuch  a  contefl,  new  troubles  ia 
the  interior  part  of  the  empire  mufl  immediately  enfue  '. 
Ahu  Mof-     In  'be  mean  time,  Abialtab  Kin  AJiy  Abu'l  Abboi'%  undet 
itm  t^vtr-  having  been  apprized  of  his  nephew's  death,  and  that  his  otbw 
throat      nephew,  Abu  j^afar  Al  Manfir,  brother  to  the  dcccafed,  had 
Abd'allahbeen  proclaimed  A<&tf/i/' at  C^,  came  to  a  refuiution  not  to 
Eba  A}i.  recognize  his  authority ;  and,  in  confequencc  of  this  rclblu- 
tion,  caufed  himfcif  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  fame  quality 
fit  Demajcui-     In  vindication  of  his  condud  on  this  occafioQi 
he  thought  fit  to  al  ledge,  that  when  Abu' I  Abbas  AlSaffab^^ 
fii&Khall/oi  iht  houfe  of  Al  Abbai,  fent  him  to  attack  iWir- 
fuzn,  the  lafV  Kbolif  of  the  race  of  Ommiytth,  he  declared, 
that,  in  cafe  he  could  deliver  him  and  his  family  from  all  fu- 
ture apprehenftons  of  that  dangerous  enemy,  who  difputed  dw 
pmpire  with  him,  he  Qiould  be  called  to  the  fuccelEon  imme* 

i'DiONYs.  Teluakehs.  ubifup.  Theophan.  ad  ann.  Coiit 
ftant-  Copronym,  non.  apud  Jof.-Sim.  AfTeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  iio.ut 
Clipfc  Jqs-  Sim.  Aecewan.  ibid.  Roderic.  Tolitan.  ubi  fiip. 
JtAsES.  Videeciam  Hifpan.  illuArai.  p.  703.  Franeofurt',  i6oj. 

'  Abu  Jaapar  At  TABABt,  Al  Maeik,  ubi  fop.  p.  ico. 
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diateiy  after  him ;  and  that  having  executed  that  princcH  or- 
itn,  in  relation  to  Merwan,  he  thought  be  had  a  righu  in 
puribancc  of  the  aforefaid  declaration,  to  afpire  to  the  Alof- 
itm  throne.  To  fupport  his  pretcnlions  to  the  Khalifat,  he 
railed  a  powerful  army  in  Arabia^  Syria,  and  Mifipttoma^ 
and  advanced  with  great  expedition  to  the  banks  of  the  Ma- 
jiuiy  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Nifihisy  where  he  intrampcd, 
Jbu  Jadfar,  receivinz  advice  of  this  rebcliron,  fent  Abu 
Afiflm  againft  jlbd'aUab,  with  all  the  forces  he  could  af-  i 

fembte  in  Ptrfia^  Khtrafan,  and  Irai ;  who,  having  haraffed 
him,  without  intcrmi^on,  for  five  months  together,  at  laft 
broi^ht  him  to  a  general  action,  intircly  defeated  htm,  and 
forced  him  to  betalcc  himfelf  to  a  precipitate  flight.  Thi) 
battle  was  fought  on  Tutfday^  the  26th  day  of  the  latter 
Tlfri,  a  S^an  month,  anfwcring  to  our  Ntvemhery  in  the 
137th  year  of  the  Htjra^  and  of  our  Lord  754.  Tiespba- 
tut  pretends,  that  this  engagement  happened  at  Tyana,  in 
CappaJteia ;  in  which  he  mun  be  greatly  miftaken,  as  running 
counter  in  this  point  to  Dianjfiut  Telmarenjisj  and  all  the  mow 
celebrated  Arab  hiflorians.  He  likewife  fecms  to  intimate^ 
that  the  vifiory  gained  by  Jbu  MafUm  was  in  a  great  mcafuro 
DWinz  to  the  braveiy  of  the  Sclavcnian  and  Antiocbian  troops, 
that  fcrved  in  M  Manjiyi  army.  He  farther  gives  us  to  un- 
derfhmd,  that  the  Syrian  troops  attacked  feveral  bodies  of  the 
XbaSfi  forces  this  year  in  Palefiinty  Hems,  &c.  and  cut  great 
numbers  of  them  to  pieces.  After  ihe  end  of  the  aflion  upor| 
the  Mafiuty  Abu  Majlem  feized  upon  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  their  baggage;  but,  confidering 
them  in  the  light  of  Al  ManfuT*a  fubiccts,  and  Mojkms,  he 
did  not  put  many  of  them  to  the  fword.  As  for  Abd'aUah,  his  , 
affiurs  being  intirely  ruined  by  this  blow,  he  left  the  fliattcred 
remains  of  his  army  to  Oiift  for  thcmfelves,  and  made  the  beft 
of  his  way  to  Bafra  '. 

It  will  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  tho*  the  houfe  of  AbuMof- 
Al  Abbas  owed  their  elevation  to  the  Khalifat  almoJl  intirely  \emaffiif- 
to  Abu  Mtfltm,  there  had  for  fome  time  been  a  confidcrable/^«««'/4f 
mifunderflanding  between    that  general  and  Abu  Jaafar  Al'^*^^' 
Manfur.    The  latter  perceiving  the  former,  in  hw  brother's  ""  "^^ 
life-time,  to  be  fo  revered  by  the  people  of  Kharafan,  over 
whom  he  then  prefided,  that  tie  fcemed  to  be  independent  even 
on  the  KhalifiiimMi,  would  have  perfuadcd  Al  Saffab  to  put 
him  to  death ;  but  that  prince,  not  being  willing  to  pulh  his 
ingratitude  fo  far,  could  by  no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to 

•  Abu  Jaapar  AlTabar.  et  AlMakin,  ubi  Tup,  Khon* 
DEHia.  obi  Cup.  DiONYs.  Tbluareh).  ubifup.  TiiEOPHAN.ad 
foD.  Conftant.  Copronym.  i4*'.  apud  Jof.  Sin.  AiTeiuaD.  ubi  fup. 
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foUo^  hit  advice.  Howerer,  he  refufcd  him  the  poft  tXISr- 
baje,  or  chief  of  the  caravan  of  pilgrims  vifitixig  Maea^ 
which  he  follicitcd  for  himfelf,  and  comened  it  upon  his  bro- 
ther Ahu  Jaafar^  in  the  iaft  .year  of  his  reign.  This  noc  a 
little  chagrined  Abu  MJUm,  who  thought  his  important  lier- 
ii\(xs  to  the  hoiife  of  M  Abbot  gave  him  a  rkbt  to  any  em- 
ployment he  fhould  think  fit  to  demand.  Leaving,  there- 
fore, the  Khalifs  court  in  difgufl,  he  could  not  fonjear  by- 
ing,  *<  that,  as-the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas  were  members  of  the 
*'  prophet's  family,  and  had  pofTelfion  of  the  gates  diMtcta^ 
"  they  might  have  left  him  the  honour  he  defired."  in 
order  likewife  to  manifeft  his  difcontent,  he  fet  out  fof 
^dtcca  a  day  before  Aba  Jaaferi  and  carried  >o  immenfe 
quantity  of  proviflons  with  hun  upon  the  backs  of  200  ca- 
mels, with  which  he  regaled  twice  a  day  the  principal  wU 
grims  of  the  caravan  j  and,  after  the  end  of  cveryentertam- 
ment,  made  each  of  them  a  prefent  of  a  veil.  The  afihu* 
oRercd  on  this  occafion  to  Abu  faafar^  which  was  highly  rc- 
fented  by  that  prince,  afterwards  cofi  him  dear.  For,  as  IboB 
as  he  came  to  the  throne,  tho'  he  retained  Abu  Mofitat  in  his 
fervice,  as  has  already  been  feen,  tn  order  to  extinguifli  Ak- 
J'aUah's  rebellion,  no  one  of  his  other  governors  of  provinces 
being  able  to  aflift  him  with  a  fuScient  body  of  troops  at  this 
perilous  conjund^ure,  he  feemed  In  eatneit  to  meditate  hit  de- 
ftruction.  Having  received  advice  ofthe  total  overthrow  of  ^i- 
Sallab^  the  Khalif,  who  was  naturally  of  a  covetous  difpolkioa, 
fent  an  ofKcer  that  was  not  prcrent  in  the  a^ion  to  the  army,  to 
bring  him  a  faithful  and  exafi  account  of  the  plunder  that  was 
taken.  This  condut^  appearing  very  tlrange  to  Abu  Mapm, 
he  faid  to  the  officer  with  fome  emotion,  *'  I  have  hitherto  givca 
**  fo  good  an  account  to  the  Khatifoi  the  lives  and  bicod  of  To 
*'  many  thouland  men,  who  have  pafled  over  the  edge  of  my 
*'  fword,  fince  it  has  been  drawn  for  his.  fervice,  that  he 
**  ought  not  to  have  doubted  of  my  fidelity  with  regard  to 
*<  the  fpoil."  Nor  was  he  content  with  expreffing  hii  refent- 
ment  in  this  manner.  For,  inftead  of  marching  into  SjrU 
and  Egypt,  after  the  defeat  of  Abtfaiiab,  as  by  his  orders  he 
,  .  was  obliged  to  do,  he  retired  into  Khorafan,  where  be  tivcd 

for  fome  time  in  a  fort  of  independency,  tho'  without  any 
formal  renunciatipn  of  bis  allegiance  to  the  Khtiltf.  How* 
ever,  at  laft,  either  by  the  artihces  of  his  enemies,  or  too 
great  a  prefumption  of  his  own  merit,  he  was  drawn  to  court, 
and  met  with  a  moft  ^cious  reception  there  j  though,  a 
few  days  a/tcr,  he  was  afTaflinated  by  four  perfons  pofled  in 
his  chamber  by  Al  Manfury  for  that  purpofc.  The  tolIowioE 
detail  of  the  circumflances  precedmg  and  attending  this  hoirii 
a^on  have  been  handed  down  to  tu  hyAbu'i  Faraj.  Abu 
4  Mc/imt 
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JUtJUm^  by  his  diSribution  of  vdh  amongft  the  Aral  pil- 
grims that  attended  him  to  Mteca^  and  his  repaiatioa  of  the 
Foads,  as  well  as  of  the  fountains  and  wells  of  water,  fo  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  refrethment  of  thofe  pilgrims,  had  acquired 
fuch  a  reputation  as  excited  the  jcalou^  of  ^/  Manfur,arti'\a- 
duced  hint  to  lefolve  upon  his  denru3ion.  To  which  he  was 
fardier  prompted  by  a  letter  brought  to  him  from  Jbu  Maf- 
iein,  who  fct  out  from  M(ua  before  him,  and  leccived  advice 
of  the  deceafe  of  Al  Saffab  upon  the  road,  tn  which  he  conr 
doled  with  him  ba  his  brother's  death,  without  congratulating 
him  upon  his  acceffion ;  which  extremely  irritated  the  new 
Khahf,  Nor  did  he  either  flop  upon  the  road  till  that  prince 
came  up,  or  return  to  hJm,  as  in  point  of  du^  he  ought  to 
have  done;  which  greatly  aggravated  the  alfront,  and  made 
JU  AfoWttT  more  fenlible  of  the  contumelious  treatment  he  had 
received.  From  that  moment  he  not  only  hated  Ahu  MoJ- 
Jtmt  but  was  afraid  of  him,  and  could  enjoy  no  fort  of  lei; 
till  he  had  formed  a  fchemc  for  his  dellrudion.  Abu  Mof- 
Um^  on  the  other  hand,  was  very  well  apprized,  that  he  had 
incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Khailf-,  and  therefore  confulted 
one  of  his  friends  at  Raya^  whether  or  no  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  go  to  court  ?  That  trully  conhdent  advifed  lum 
by  no  means  to  fee  the  Khalif,  but  to  retire  inflantly  into  Kba- 
rajan,  "This  he  refufing  to  do,  and  making  the  bcft  of  his 
way  to  Al  Maafur'a  refidence,  it  was  told  him, "  that  he  had 
**  left  his  counfet  behind  him  at  Raya  ■"  which  afterwards 
pafled  into  a  proverb  amongft  the  Arabs.  Al  Manjur^  upon 
his  arrival,  at  firft  treated  bim  with  great  marks  of  diilinc- 
tion,  and  ordered  him  to  leftefli  faimfelf  that  night  in  a  proper 
qianncr ;  which  he  did,  without  <leiay.  But,  the  next  day^ 
when  he  returned  to  court,  he  was  alUffinated  by  four  of  toe 
Khalif  s  guards,  who  had  placed  themfelves  behind  a  curtain 
for  that  purport  and,  as  foon  as  Al  Manfur  clapped  his  hands, 
which  was  the  fignal  agreed  upon  between  them,  they  ruflied 
upon  him,  and,  amidft  his  outcries  for  mercy,  and  loud  pro- 
fefltons  of  loyalty  to  Al  ^un/ur,  immediately  difpatched  him. 
■  Upon  his  firft  appearance  before  the  Khalif  i^M  day,  after  he 
had  fcnt  for  him,  he  upbraided  him  with  the  difrcfpe^l  he  haid 
fiiewn  bim,  and  particularly  with  having  inlerted  his  own 
name  before  that  of  his  fovereigo  in  <Hie  of  his  letters,  as^well 
as  with  ridiculing,  in  conjunilion  with  AdaUeEbnAiHaiihain, 
a  letter  that  he  himfelf  had  fent  him.  la  anfwer  to  which  ac- 
cufations,  Abu  Miflim  endeavoured  to  exculc  his  former  con- 
duct, and,  in  order  to  move  the  Khaltfs  compajfion,  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  before  him;  but' without  effect,  that  prince 
wi&ing  God  might  defiroy  him,  if  he  did  not  inflantJy  put 
^im  to  death,  tfe  thea  cl)ipp«d  bis  hands,  and  the  alTaJ&ns 
appeared  > 
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tppe&rcd-,  upon  which,  ^£»  il/^«m  cried  out,  Prtfervt  m^O 
tmperer  of  tbt  faltbfuly  from  your  enimiis.  To  whom  the  J!M/ 
replied,  ^fJuJ  mw(  deadly  entmy  have  I  than  yaurfelf?  Wc  im 
it  intimated  by  ^^u  Jaafar  AL  Taiartf  that  ^/  Manfir  vowtd 
j^iv  J/^^n's  ruin,  bccaufe  he  had  calumniated  him  J  bat  tbiE 
for  fomc  time  he  in  vain  attempted  to  get  him  into  his  powtr, 
tho'  at  laft  he  decoyed  him  to  court,  where  he  met  with  bii 
tragical  fate.  The  faiiie  author  alfo  relates,  tl^t  he  was  aai- 
(acred  on  the  2'5th  day  of  the  month  Shaaban,  in  the  1371I1 
year  of  the  Hejra ;  and  that,  after  the  perpetration  of  ^ 
^  Dorrtd  fad,  his  body  was  thrown  into  the  Tigris,  Soot 
writers  pretend,  that  this  great  general  had  an  intendan  lo 
transfer  the  Khalifat  irom  the  houfe  of  ^/  Abbdt  to  the  dcfccnl- 
ants  of  All,  or  rather  at  lirft  to  have  fettled  the  latter  upon  iIk 
Afiffem  throne ;  and  that  this  was  the  principal  caufe  of  la 
deinudion.  Be  that  as  it  will*  he  is  laid  to  have  luM  b 
hundred  thoufand  men  in  the  various  battles  he  fought  for  the 
houfe  of  41  Abbas,  and  on  other  occaTions,  or,  as  fome  wiU 
have  it,  that  number,  bcfides  thofe  he  dellroyed  in  hi)  mili- 
tary expeditions.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  a  great  glutran 
and  epicure;  to  have  confumed  every  day  3000 cheele-ato, 
or  tarts,  and  1000  flieep,  bcfides  oxen  and  fowls;  and  n 
have  had  1000  cooks,  and  as  much  kitchen  furniture  if 
would  load  1 2C0  bcafts  of  burden.  He  bad  three  wivei,  wiib 
evciy  one  of  which  he  lay  only  once  a  year.  He  was  ok 
of  the  moft  jealous  and  fufpicious  of  mortals,  and  kept  hii 
wives  confined  in  a  caflle,  into  which  no  one  but  himicf 
was  permitted  io  enter.  They  were  fupplied  with  necelTirio 
through  the  windows  of  that  prifon ;  and  whenever  any  « 
them  was  introduced  to  his  embraces,  Ihc  rode  on  a  beafittxt 
was  afterwards  killed,  and  the  faddle  on  which  fbe  fat  burnt 
'the  n^ht  after  it  had  been  ufed,  in  order  to  prevent  anynunt 
ever  making  ufe  of  them  for  the  future.  He  itas  indirpiita% 
Taliant  andhrave,  tho',  with  regard  to  his  tntelledual  aWine 
and  humanity,  authors  are  not  perfedlly  agreed ;  fomeofthc 
eaAern  hiflorians  reprcfentlng  him  as  prudent,  mercifiil>  sw. 
difcrect,  whilft  others  of  them  have  charaSerized  bioi  ^^ 
officer  of  a  fierce,  mercilefs,  and  intra£lab)e  difpolition.  A 
certain  Mefiim  being  once  afked,  whether  Abu  Moff^  w  * 
Htjaj  WK  the  better  man  ?  he  replied,  I  will  net  fay,  iba'^'^^ 
Moflem  was  belter  than  any  other  many  but  that  M  Hejij  ^'' 
.  worfe  than  him.  Some  pretend,  that  he  was  born  in  B  vill'g* 
belonging  to  the  territory  of  Mer£,  a  famous  city  oi Khri- 
fdn ;  others  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  an  ATob,  extremd]? 
well  verfed  in  the  writings  of  the  antient  poets  of  hi*  I**" 
nationj  as  well  as  in  the  moral  tradiuona  of  the  ty'"? 
and  actions  of  MaUmmtdi  and,  laftl^,  others  amivsh  ''■'j 
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he  \na  originally  a  Have,  and  of  Curd  exU^ion.  But  how- 
ever thii  may.bc,  as  he  had  Ihc  principal  fliare  in  that  fui- 
prifing  revolution,  which  fixed  the  houfe  of  Al  Ahhai  ueon  the 
MsjUm  throne,  and  makes  fo  great  a  figure  in  the  Arab  hi- 
ilory,  we  thought  it  would  be  highly  proper  to  oblige  our 
carious  readers  at  leaft  with  the'preceding  IhorC  fketchof  his 
life  and  charafier,  as  well  as  a  circumflantial  account  oT  his 
tragical  exit,  here  '. 

After  the  death  of  v/^uJ^e^Iifft,  one  Siruin,  zMagian,  at  S'ltan,  lie 
adorer  of  fire,  of  Naifataur,  the  metropolis  of  A'lfrfro/an,  who  Magjan, 
Twd  made  himfelf  mwer  oi  Abu  Moflim\  treafures,  excited'"'^/' 
the  people  of  that  country  to  a  revolt  againft  the  Kbatlf  Al'lV'fi '^ 
Manfiir;  but  he  was  foon  defeated,  though  at  the  head  of '^^'^j'^* 
100,000  men,  and  the  province  reduced  to  the  obedience**''' 
of  the  Kbaii/f  in  the  year  of  the  Hej'ra  137,  by  "Jawh&r  Ebn*^J*"     . 
A^ady  who  had  been  fent  againft  him  by  AlManpr  wi^h',*^^y 
a  powerful  army.     That  general  having  acquired  an  im- 
menle  quantity  of  Ipoil  in  this  expedition,  uie  Khalif  was 
prompted  by  his  avaricious  temper  to  fend  a  perfon  exprefs  to 
the  army,  to  feize  upon  it ;  which  fb  difguHcd  "Jambur^  that 
he  immediately  turned  his  arms  againft  his  matter.     But  Al 
Afanfir  having  ordered  a  formidable  army  to  march  againft 
him,  he  abandoned  the  city  of  Reyay  where  he  had  canton^ 
his  troops,  at  the  approach  of  the  Khalif  i  forces,  and  retired 
to  JJfahan,  in  order  to  polTefs  himfelf  of  that  city  and  its  de< 
pendencies.     We  mufl  beg  leave  to  remark  here,  that  Diony- 
sus Telmcrenfit  is  guilty  ot  a  miftake,  when  heaflerts  AlSaf- 
fah  to  have  died  this  year ;  fuch  an  alTertion  running  counter 
to  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  head  by  Abu'l-Fafojy  Eu- 
tychiui,  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabarty  and  all  the  reft  of  the  moft  ce  - 
Icbrated  Afe/nn  hillorians  ". 

The  following  year,  being  the  tjSth  of  the  Hijra,  the  junhilr 
Kbalifs  forces,  under  the  command  oi Mthammed Ebn  Afloat >  Ebn  Mo- 
purfued  famb&T  to  Ifpahan,  where  he  had  taken  pofV  with  arad  //  Jei- 
body  of  troops;  but,  upon  the  approach  of  Mehammtd,  \\%fc*t»i Ij 
retired  with  great  precipitation  into  Aderbijan,  Here,  for  fome'^<  Kha- 
Dpie,  he  maintainet)  himfelf ;  but  the  KbaSft  army  at  laftlif^A'f"- 
coming  up  with  him,  attacked  him  with  incredible  bravery, 

.'  KifORDiMiB,  ubi  fup.  Abd  Jaafar  Al  Tabab.  ubi  fup. 
AlMakin, utrifap.  p.  100,  loi.  Gbeo.  Abu'l  Pabaj,  ubi  fup. 

p.  21; 217.    EuTTCH,  nbifup.  p.  ^98,  ^99.    GoLiinot.  ad 

Afragan.  p.  1S3,  184.  Theophak.  chronograph,  p.  360. 

"  Khoih)bmir,  ubifup.  Diony».  Telmarem).  apud  Jof.  Sira. 
Afleman.  ubi  fup.  p.  no.  ut  et  ipfe  Jos.  Stu.  Assbhan.  ibid, 
A«ir  Jaafab  AlTabar.  ALMAKiN.EuTYCH.eiGBKo.Aiu'L- 
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and  intirety  defeated  him.  Dio'rifius  Telmaren/is  leems  to  in- 
timatc,  that  an  engagement  happened  this  year  in  the  ne^^ 
bourhood  of  Mefopatamia^  between  the  governor  of  that  pnn 
vince's'fon  and  one  of  the  imperial  generals,  who  had  made 
an  irruption  into  the  Mufiim  territories ;  tho'  we  meet  with  no 
account  of  this  a£lioti  in  any  of  the  Arab  wiitcn.  On  the 
gth  day  of  March,  either  the  prefent  or  the  following  je.v% 
^veral  fhoclts  of  an  earthquaka  wne  felt  in  PaleJJint  and 
Syria,  which  did  very  confiderable  damage.  About  diit 
tiihe,  Theodsrui,  patriarch  of  Anthch  was  banifhed  into  an 
^  obfcurc  part  of  i'lr/^/iV  bythe^m^r,  for  holding  an  ilGdt 
correfpondcnce  with  the  cmpcrdr,  and  difcoveriog  to  that 
prince  feveral  fecrets  relating  to  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  Msfltm  aiFairs.  On  this  occafion,  the  Chriftiant  were 
forbidden  either  to  build  or  repair  any  churches,  to  expofe 
publickly  the  crofs  in  any  part  of  the  Khallfi  donuoiona,  cr 
to  enter  into  any  religious  djfputcs  with  the  Arabs.  Soltm, 
one  of  Al  Manjur'^  generals,  according  to  Tbe^baiuif  in- 
vaded Cappadaaa  the  fame  year  with  an  army  of  8o,000  men  { 
but  was  obliged  to  retire  out  of  that  country  with  confider- 
able lofs,  and  without  any  other  advantage  than  the  acqinfi' 
tion  of  a  few  Armenian  deferters,  whom  he  conduced  into 
the  Mefiem  territories.  T^^"  patriarch  of  Antioch^  ASdaad 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  Timothy  bifhop  of  Edtjfa,  Conftamitu 
biOiop  of  Samofata,  Dienyjius  hifbop  of  Harrdn,  Serguiu  U- 
fhop  of  Mardt,  and  Tiavtd  bilhop  of  Dara,  who  was  after- 
wards created  patriarch,  all  Manaphyjite  prelates,  flourilbed  io 
the  year  we  arc  now  upon  j  and  Athanajius  &andaUnJis,  bifbop 
ai  MaipheraSla,  erecied  a  monaftery  on  mount  TV/^it^tu,  Tt- 
la  d-Befmt,  or  Tel-Bifmai,  called  afterwards  the  moaiStay 
of  Adar  Athanajius,  almut  the  fame  time.  Aba  alfo,  who  be- 
longed to  the  monaftery  of  Mar  Abib,  was  promoted  to  Ac 
fee  of  Jnada  in  Mtfopotamia,  in  the  room  of  Sevtrus,  who 
refigned.  The  fynod  of  Mabug  feems  lilcewife  to  have  been 
held  in  the  church  of  St.  Thomas,  without  the  town,  the  pre- 
fent year;  at  which  allied  'John  bifhop  oi Caliinicum,  Ti- 
wathy  bifhop  of  EdeJJa,  David  bifhop  of  Dara,  Aba  bi(bop 
of  Amda,  Strguna  bifliop  of  Marde,  Mardin,  or  Mtsredin, 
Stephin  bifbop  of  Chabura,  Conjiantim  bifhop  of  Satmjata, 
Cyriac  bifhop  of  Tur-Abdin,  Dionyfius  bifliop  of  Harr&t, 
hUas  bifhop  of  Sigar,  Paul  bifliop  of  Thgrit,  'Jonss  bifhcp 
ni  BiHulsadra,  Naarda,  Neardd,  or  Neardea,  and  fcveral 
Other  Syrian  and  Mff»p»tamian  prelates  of  confiderable  note. 
The  refult  of  wUith  lynod  was  a  Ichifm,  occafioned  princi- 
pally by  the  influence  of  a  monk  named  John,  at  whofe  in- 
iligaiion  the  caflern  Mefopotumian  clergy  chofe  J^n  biJbop 
of  Caliinicum  for  their  patriarch ;  whilA  tbofe  fcatcd  at  Mo- 
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/uiy  and  in  the  weftem  puts,  elevated  one  George^  not  then 
upoD  the  fpoti  to  that  honouiable  poft.  It  fecms  to  appear 
from  Rtderic  of  Toledt,  that  the  Jnjli,  or  Bnglijh^  laid  wafte, 
about  the  13+th  year  oftbeffejra,  the  borders  of  the'Afo/itjB 
conqueAs  iii  Spain  '. 

In  the  139th  year  of  the  Hyra,  JhtTalrahmaa  Eht  Mm-  Jprinct 
vAyah  Ein  HtP^hn  Ehn  Ab'dalmaltc  Ebn  Merwan,  after  the  '/  '^ 
intirc  ruin  of  his  femily  In  Afia,  arrived  in  Spain.    That  fu-  ''*'/* '/ 
gitirc  prince,  at  this  time  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  OmmiyHt 
was  recognized  by  the  jfrais  of  that  country  for  lawful  K/tail/^'j"""- 
of  the  weft,  and  is  faid  to  have  reigned  thirty-two  yeare  and  tl^'f  ■ 
feveral  months  j  leaving  his  crown,  according  to  fome  of  the  g    ■ '   ** 
eadern  writers,  to  his  fon  Hejham,  in  the  \-7iA  year  of  the   ™ 
J^ejra.     He  erected  the  great  mofque  at  Cerduba,  or  Cordcva^ 
about  two  years  before  his  death  -,  and  founded  a  monarchy, 
that  remained  near  200  years.     The  Spanijh  chronicle  in- 
lx>rim  us,  that  he  was  furnamed  Al  Aktl^  or  the  'Juji;  and 
that  he  left  eleven  fons  and  nine  daughters  behind  him.     We 
mufl  not  fo^et  to  6bferve,  that  Rafes  has  placed  Ab^alrah- 
matf%  arrival  in  Spain  In  the  preceding  year.     That  prince  af- 
ftimed  to  himfelfthe  title  of  Emir  AlMumtnin.,  or  emperor  of 
the  faithful,  of  f^atff,and  kingof  Cori/ji^;  and,  after  the  de- 
feat of  Tuftf,  in  the  year  of  thcH^Jra  142,  afferted  his  inde- 
pendency, and  refufcd  to  pay  any  tribute  to  the  eaftem  Khalif. 
Abu  yaafar  Al  fahart   is  undoubtedly  guilty  of  a  miflake, 
when  he  affirms  Mtdiviyab  Ebn  Htjham  himfelf,  the  father  of 
Abdalrabmdn,  to  have  been  the  firft  Khalifa  or  MoJIem  em- 
peror, of  Spain ;  as,  in  this  point,  he  runs  counter  to  the 
whole  ftream  both  oi  Spanijh  and  Arab  antiquity.  AlManf&r 
impofed  about  this  time,  according  to  Thiophantjy  an  additional 
tribute  upon  the  ChriJJians  in  his  dominions,  which  even  the 
monks  and  religious  were  obliged  to  pay,  fealed  up  the  furni- 
ture of  their  churches  with  his  own  leal ;  and,  that  it  might 
be  the  more  eafily  difpofed  of,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Jews.     Some  authors  pretend,  that  the  KbaiS/this  year  ifliied 
an  order  for  the  reparation  and  enlargement  of  the  temple  at 
Aftcca ;  but  that  this  was  ever  carried  into  execution,  does  not 
from  any  Arab  author  appear.     On  Tuefday^  March  3d,  a  ter- 
rible earthquake  happened  in  Jrura,  or  MtfopBtamia,  which, 
according  to  Dinnyfius  Tthnartnfiiy  demolished  three  conft- 
derable  towns  ".  The 

*  Khokdbmik,  ubi  fup.  Dionts.  TeLUAiting.  apud  Jof. 
Sim.  AlTeman.  ubi  fup.  p.  110, 11 1.  uc  etipfejos.  Sim.  Assemah. 
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7ht  Ra-  The  next  year,  being  the  140th  of  the  Hejray  bemnnii^ 
wandiioi  Maj  i^\.\  ySJt  ^^^  IQialif  Al  Manfur  ktA  Abital^abak, 
tuttmti  IB  hia  brother  Ibrahim  Ebn  MohammeiTs  fon,  with  an  arm^  of 
affaffinati  yo.ooo  men,  to  Malatia,  or  Ale/iteru,  a  city  of  Jrmtm^  or, 
the  Kha-  ^  others  will  have  it,  of  Cafpadoeia ;  where  he  iiicaoiped* 
'^'  during  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  and  in  that  time  refoitafied 

the  town,  that  had  a  little  before  been  difmanded  by  the 
Greets.  He  alfo  made  it  a  place  of  armSt  depofttcci  a  great 
part  of  his  treafures  there,  and  left  in  it  2  garifon  of  4000 
men.  He-liltewife  built  a  caflle,  or  citadel,  atClauMai^  ot 
Ciaudiepolisy  a  neighbouring  city  of  Cappadacia,  according  to 
Jibu'l-Faraj,  But  the  molt  remarkable  event  that  happmed 
this  year,  was  the  rebellion,  or  infurreflion,  of  the  aoimm* 
diant,  an  impious  fe^,  whg,  accordine  to  Ebn  Sbebtiah,  held 
a  TTutempfychoJis^  or  tranfmigratlon  of  fouls,  in  the  city  dM 
Hajbemijah  %  of  which  we  fball  here  beg  leave  to  give  oei 
readers  a  {bort  and  fuccind  relation.  The  Rawandiant  were 
jdefcended,  or  at  leaft  received  their  name,  from  one  Al  Ra* 
wand;  and  have  been  reprefented  by  feveral  of  the  eaftem 
hiftoriani  as  fome  of  the  firfl  who  ftrenuouHy  promoted  the 
jnicrcft  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Abhds  in  Khorafan.  But  JbctaBai, 
the  fon  of  this  At  kawand,  having  been  engaged  in  fome  dif* 
putes  with  Abu  Msjlem,  who  was  very  powerful  in  Khorajof 
he  came  to  an  open  rupture  with  him ;  the  confequenccs  tA 
which  were  by  no  means  favourable  to  Ab^allah  Ebn  Al  Ra- 
wand,  and  his  adherents,  who  frere  intirely  defeated  and  di- 
fperfed,  and  obliged  to  hide  themfclves  in  the  moft  oUinire 
parts  of  that  province.  From  this  lime  to  the  prefcnt  year,aitcr 
Aba  mftem  had  been  put  to  death  by  the  Khaltf^  order,  Ak- 
daltah  lay  concealed ;  but  being  now  freed  from  all  apprehen- 
Hons  of  his  moil  formidable  enemy,  he  alTemblcd  all  his  fol- 
lowers in  the  city  of  ,^/  Hajhemiyah^  then  the  refidence  of  the 
Khalif,  and,  at  the  head  of  them,  went  in  proccflion  round 
Al  Manfur'i  palace  there,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  rcli^ous 
Mojlems  did  round  the  Caaba.  By  this  they  gave  him  to  un- 
derfland,  that  they. invoiced  him  as  their  deity,  and  fcru pled 
not  to  pay  him  divine  honours.  The  Khalif  hcmg  extremely 
inccnfed  at  fuch  an  open  and  bare-faced  impiety,  ordered  aa 
hundred  of  the  principal  of  them  to  be  imprifoncd.  Thisie- 
vere  treatment  fo  irritated  the  reft,  that,  fince  Al  Ma»{iir 
would  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  divinity,  they  were  refoived  to 
allaflinate  him,  and  fubftiiute  another  in  his  room.  In  order 
fup.  c.  xviii.  p.  17.  Rases,  Hiffan  illnftrat.  ubi  fop  p.  705.  Fian* 
cofurti,  1603.  Atu  Jaispak  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  Tup.  p. 
101.  IfM.  Abui.feo.  Mft.  univ.  Theofhan.  ubt  fup.  p.  361. 
DioNYs.  Ttt.MAKiNi,  npui)  Jof.  Sim.  AlTcinaiL.  ubi  fap.  p.-  it  1. 
Viet  ipfe  Jo«.  Sui,  Akshin.  ibid. 
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to  facilitate  the  execution  of  which  deUgn,  they  took  an  empty 
co&n  to  the  prilbn  where  rfieir  compjr;  tons  were  confined, 
under  the  pretext  of  carrying  from  chence  it  dead  body,  and 
'  rtjlcafcd  them  all.  After  which,  they  went  in  a  body  to  the 
Kbatifa  palace,  with  a  refolution  to  murder  him ;  but  he,  be- 
ing a  peribn  of  uncommon  bravery,  tho'  he  was  furprized, 
with  very  few  people  about  him,  inftantly  mounted  a  mule, 
never  a  boric  in  this  hurry  and  confufion  being  at  hand,  and 
immediately  advanced  towards  the  mutineers,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  fell  his  life  as  dear  as  polfible.  In  the  mean  time, 
M^/t  Ein  Zaidat,  who  had  kept  himfelf  concealed,  in  order ' 
•o  avoid  the  Khalifa  refcntmcnt,  he  having  beep  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Ommiyan  faction,  feeing  the  imminent  danger 
Al  Mdanf&r  was  in,  fallied  out  of  his  retreat,  put  himfcit  at 
the  head  of  that  prince's  attendants,  and  charged  the  rebeb 
widi  fuch  fury,  that  he  inrirely  defeated  them.  This  genero* 
iity  of  Mmn  was  lb  lignal  and  unparalleled,  that  it  pancd  into 
«  provet'b  amongft  the  Arabs.  The  Ravjandians  were  treated 
1o  rudely  on  this  oecalion,  that  they  were  all,  to  the  number 
of  6000  men,  killed  upon  the  Ipot;  and  the  J?ii7///'delivercd 
from  inftant  death,  when  his  cafe  fecmcd  to  be  abfolutely  de^ 
fperate.  However,  the  ^IFront  that  had  been  offered  him  in 
hia  capital  city  fo  chagrined  him,  that  he  refolved  to  build~a 
new  city  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  and  fix  his  refidence 
(here.  The  foundations  of  which  city,  known  from  that  time 
to  the  prefent  by  the  name  of  Baghdad,  were  laid  five  year?  after 
Ab^alUih  Ebn  Al  Rawand^i  revolt,  and  confequently  in  the 
^ear  of  the  Hijra  145  1. 

The  fame  year,  Al Manfur  removed  his  uncle  Salth EhrtOihtr 
Ah  from  the  government  of  Fgypty  and  appointed  Ab^abnalie  evmii  af 
Ebn  YtT^xa  fucceed  him  in  that  poft.     'Theophanes  feems  10 'be  140/A 
have  had  the  Ravjandians  in  view,  when  he  informs  us,  thatr'";'  'ftb* 
feme  of  the  Ptrfmns,  or  Maurophoriy  that  is,  of  the  faillon  of  Hej'** 
the  houk  of  Al  Abbdt,  after  they  had  diflipated  their  fubftancc, 
Arew  themfelves  headlong  from  off  the  tops  of  towers,  and 
other  high  buildings,  in  order  to  fly  from  thence  to  heaven  j 
which  drange  and  amazing  condu£l  he  auiibutcs  to  demo- 
niacal obfeHion.    Some  other  actions  he  alfo  relates  of  them, 
which  to  him  feemed  to  proceed  from  the  fame   foorce. 
The  ringleaders  of  this  infatuated  fadlion,  or  fe6t,  to  the 
number  of  fix,  he  farther  tells  us,  the  KhalSf  ordered  to  be 
put  to  death,  after  they  fiad  been  difcnvered,  at  Bercea  and 
Chaliis,    It  appears  probable,  from  what  has  been  obferved  . 

r  Gbeo.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  abi  fup,  p  217, -;i3.  G^ild  not.  ad 
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by  RetUrU  of  TalfdCf  that  Abd'airahmaHEbn  Mt&toijab  reduced 
this  year  Malaga^  .SeuUU,  and  fomc  other  pUccs  of  noce  in 
Spain  t. 
TbeMoi-      Thc  foUowii^  year,  being  the  14.1II  of  the  Htjroy  tbe 
km*  Khalif  At'foicA  Ab^almMtc  Ebn  Yrud,  whom  he  had  the  pre* 

nakt  an    reding  year  conflituted  governor  of  Egypt,   and  appcMntcd 
—npiimi    J{4iiJ'a  Ebn  Caab  to  prefidc  over  the  people  of  that  couotiy  in 
"*  '"f      his  tuom.  -  About  tiiis  time,  the  MoJIems  forbad  the  Chri/iiaiu 
if  trial    jQ  ivrite  the  public  accounts  of  the  itibute  paid  tbe  Kbaitf\ij 
..rri  eriei  (he  fcvera!  provinces  of  bis  empire  ;  though  afterwards,  finding 
themfelvcs  incapable  of  penning  fuch  accounts,  they  wae 
obliged  to  repeal  the  order  that  had  been  made.  The  fame  yew, 
a  body  of  the  Jrab  troops  made  an  irruption  into  the  impaia] 
territories,    defeated  a  ilrong  detachment  of  the  ArmaiaK 
forces,  under  the  command  of  one  Paulut,  that  pretended  t» 
oppofe  them  near  the  river  Mtlas,  and  then  retired,  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  captives,  after  they  had  put  many  <£ 
the  emperor's  fubjeds  to  the  fword,  into  their  own  domi- 
nions.    This  year,  Abialrabman  Ehn  Meawiyah  feems  t* 
have  gained  feveral  advantages  over  Yufif  in  Sfain^  and  la 
have  allembled  a  powerful  army  of  Spanijb  jfrabs  at  SeviHf, 
in  order  to  fupport  his  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat  there  >. 
Abd'al-        In  the  I42d  year  of  the  Hejra,  Abu  Jaafar  At  Mtntfur  de- 
rahin£n     pofed  Mufa  Ebn  Caaby  who  had  been  advanced  to  the  go- 
mie'i        vernmcnt  of  Egypt  theyear  before,  and  appointed  Afehamnud 
loiii great  Ebn  Afodto  rule  the  Egyptians  in  his  Head.     Some  difputn 
futc^iiu    are  faid  to  have  arifcn  amongft  the  eaAcm  Chrifliant  about 
Spain.      the  time  of  celebrating  Eafler,  this  prefent  year.     At  the  fanie 
time  alfo,  or  the  following  year,  according  to  Tbttpbatm^ 
one  Theodirus^  a  Syrian,  in  the  diftriS  of  H^liofalis,  rebelled 
a^ainll  the  Arabs,  and  brought  a  confiderable  army  into  the 
£eld.     But  the  Khalifs  forces  at  laH  came  up  with  him,  in- 
tirely  defeated  bim,  and  cut  the  whole  body  of  the  rebels  be 
commanded  to  pieces.    In  the  year  we  are  now  upon,  Ab'dal- 
rahmun  Ebn  Meovityah  likewife  overthrew  Tufef  at  Corduia, 

furfued  him  to  ToUdo,  and  (ormcd  tbe  fiege  of  Vtia,  or  Beta. 
n  tine,  this  Tufef  was  attended  by  a  feries  of  misfortunes, 
-and  at  lad  {lain  af  TeLde,  by  Tome  from  whom  he  expefM, 
and  perhaps  deferved,  a  better  fate.  This  we  learn  front 
fomc  of  the  beft  of  the  Spanifh  hiftorians.  When  Atittl- 
ralman,  after  the  great  fuccefs  he  had  met  with,  marchsd 
with  his  army  to  befiege  FaUncia,  the  Cbrtjliaas^  according 

'  Abu  jA»irAiiAi„TAB*ii.  AlMakin,  ubifop,  Thiofhab. 
ubifup.  p,  361.  KoDEiLic.  ToLETAN.  ubi  flip.  '  Abo 

Jaafar  4i-  Tab  Ad.    At  M  akin,  ubi  fup.  p.  loi-  Theofh.-.s. 
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to  Rafts,  bein^  ftruck  with  terror,  applied  tbemlelves  io  the 
body  <A  St.  Vtacent,  then  in  their  pofTeJOion,  that  had  wrought 
many  miracles,  for  its  protection,  and  carried  it  with  ihem  in 
their  flight  to  the  fea-fide.  Thefc  unhappy  wretches  were 
afterwaids  difcovered  by  one  AUbohaai,  an  Arab  of  diilinc- 
tion,  aa  he  was  hunting,  and  the  people  accompanying  him, 
on  the  fea-coall  of  Algarvt.    The  men  and  women  t\it  Arabs 

!)ut  to  the  Arord,  carried  the  children  away  into  captivity,  ajid 
eft  the  body  of  the  laint  upon  a  narrow  trad  projecting  into 
the  Tea,  denominated  Promoniorium  Sacrum  by  Uie  aniients,. 
and  by  the  moderns,  as  is  faid,  from  this  event,  the  Cape  of 
St.  yimint.  As  for  Abd'alrabman  Ebn  Moatuiyah,  after  tile 
death  of  Yujtfj  he  Icizcd  upon  Corduba,  as  well  as  the  fa- 
mous garden  in  Arabic  termed  Jiazafay  and  made  himfelf 
maftcr  of  all  the  Mejltm  territories  in  Spain,  He  alfo  cut  off 
yirat  Al  Hadra,  Bcye,  and  other  Arah  commanders,  wh6 
had  revolted  againft  him,  and  alTembled  a  confiderable  force, 
ia  order  to  drive  him  from  the  throne.  Of  their  followers 
heflew  ereat  numbers  in  battle,  hanged  fonte,  and  put  many 
others  to  various  kinds  of  deaths ;  by  which  means,  he  per- 
feaiy  fettled  himfelf  in  the  KhaHfai  of  the  weft,  reftored  the 
public  tratKfuIUity,  that  had  been  fo  long  dillurbed,  and  in- 
tirdy  appeafcd  all  commotions  in  the  Mijltm  part  of  Spain  ". 

The  next  year,  being  the  l^.'jd  of  the  Hejra,  MohairunedThticikr' 
Ebn  Afad  was  removed,  by  the  Khalif's  order,  from  his  po(V,  mcti  in 
and  Hamid  Ebn  Kabtaba  appointed  to  govern  the  Egyptians  in  tbe  Mof* 
his  room.     About  this  time,  the  repofe  of  a  confidcrable  part  ''"i  emfire 
of  Africa  was  difturbed  by  fomc  tumults  and  commotions,  ^'""g  ''>* 
which  were  preceded  by  a  folar  eclipfe  that  happened  on'j^*^''^'*' 
Friday,  Auguji  1 5th,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Theephanei  "^^ 
feems  to  intimate,  that  the  Rawandiens^  about  the  fame  time,  '^'' 
committed  fome  diforders  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Maflim  em- 
pire, and  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bafra.    It  ap- 
pears likewife  from  the  fame  author,  as  well  as  homJ)iiinyflut 
Ttlmarenfis  and  Cedrenus,  that  a  very  remarkable  comet,  re- 
fembling  a  fiery  beam,  and  therefore  called  by  the  Grieks  do- 
cittt  (/MiTMf)  was  feen  ten  days  together  in  the  eaftem,  and 
twenty-one  days  in  the  welt«rn,  part  of  the  hwnifphere,  in  the 
inontb  oi  March,  the  prefent  year  '. 

^  Aau  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Ai,MAKiN,ubi  fup.  THfioPHAH. 
abifap.  RoDERic.  Toletav.  ubi  fup.  Ra9E3,  Andreas  Ra- 
il mdius,  apud  Joan.  Vafxum,  in  Hifpan.  chron.  Vide  etiain  Hi- 
fpan.  illuftrac,  p.  703.  Francofurti,  160J.  '  Abo  Jaafail 

AlTabar.  AlMakis,  ubi  fup.  TheopmaS.  cbronogtaph.  p. 
J62,  363.  DioNYi,  Telmakehs.  apud  Jof  Sim.  AfTeman.  obi 
iop.  p.  III.  ot  et  iple  Jos.  Sim.  AtlEMAK.  ibid.  Georo.  Cc- 
BRE5.  hiftoiiar.  compend.  p.  464. 
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Al  Man>  Th^  fcllowifis  year*  h^Lng  ihc  1 44th  of  th«  Hyra,  con- 
fir  rati oj'meucle^  April  i  nlJ,  7^1,  iio>md  Etm  Kabtaim  was  orderal 
ftvtralaf  bjj  the  KJiuiif  4i  A^iJJi''  Ba  re»irc  from  £g)ft,  and  fwccetdorf 
.'*"''-  iatlM^([>\'«nn»ntofEaal  fertile  atiiopuknt  pioviDcc by  7a»rf 
/«Wo»ci  Eb»  mum  hb-H /tin  Safra  M  MobaiUbi.  The  6«i«  yew,  .•« 
•/^'i^bi.  ^^jJ;;^  grt  into  his  haotb  Abd-oMah  Ebn  M  Hafaa  Ehn.  M 
Vr^  ^^'.  mtm  Ebn  Jii  Eha  Mn.  T^K  and  ftuw  oihots  of  Ac  «»» 

£^  Of/unin  A'^n  x^^.  iirntaiMtl  M  Diybaj,  JU  Midbbab, 
Vi^OTBi  hK  lilsewire  towvi  neaos  to  dacny.  Beins  Mfcurmcd, 
that  MjilMmmfd  aod  Ibrabm:,  ibe  fens  of  Jh^Mah  Ebu  M 
Hifm-,  had  fbrmcti  a  d^^ligii  to  dscfaran*  kin,  he  lent  OMt  fede- 
ral pactUs  in  quel)  of  them ;.  ant],  iik  ufdcr  to  dir{;av«r  ths  pbc* 
of  th«ic  rotreat,  he  toAk  v^  him.  MdiJiak,  tktir  fiBtlxv,  iBrf 
alii  bin  4ame^ci,  loaded  with  irons,  into  Irak,  examiiml  ttaem 
tW«t  Wd  aftfnwards  commanded  tJunt  all  to  ba  dofel;  axw 
iijud'  He  »iro  tn^ad  J&^mne^t  furnamed  Al  HA^Uf  A 
^^bhab  in  the  fame  mannec,  lad  ordered  him  to  be  fcouiwi 
wit^  if>  mvitbt  fiwcrity  tha  he  died  in  prilbn.  After  aa 
death,  k\%  bead  was  cut  ofT,  and  sxpofed  in  aH  the  pnndpil 
twnnst:^ Khtrafan.;  the  pofKiiace  there  being  at  the  Siaia  bme 
^vf  n  to  undcinand,  that  tjiis  waa  the  head'  of  MobamMMt  Eim 
jfhd'allah  -,  which  &ep  was  judged  requifitc,  in  order  Ok  nuke 
lh«ni  bcUcvc  ^at  Mwajrmcd  Ebi  At^aliab  Ei"  AlHafa»  was 
deftroyed,  &nd  thereby  cutoff  aU hopes  froix  this  prince's  ivi- 
tiDn,wliich  was  thenvvry  pDv«fulinthatcouxitT}[.  Yhta^iams 
feemB  to  inCimaK,  thai  the  Bjnuaadians  occafioned  thu  yut 
IbfiM  commotions  in  Syria,  Dta^uu  Tetmamfn  relates,  tfail 
jH  Manfir  lest  Ebn  frahtib  with  ^formidable  army,  attended 
hy  a  proper  nuisbar  of  workmen,  to  rebuild  the  city  of  JlMttett 
in  Cappadoaa^  in  the  i44,th  year  of  xhzHijray  ororCHRur 
7&l,arter  khad  Iain  in  mlus  about  eight  years  ;  tho'  that  city 
was  rebuilt,  or  raiher  refoctifled,  by  AittalWabab  Ebn  JbrabiM 
Bin Mehaipnud,  if  we  will  believe  AhtCl-Earaj^  four  years  be- 
fore^ as  has  been  already  obfervcd.  Thelattvrof  thefe-bjAonam 
likewife  informs  us,  that  the  KbaRfQUiiei  twelve  of  the  fens 
of  Hefting  Hafan  it  mufthave  undoubtedly  been  in  the  original, 
a}l  the  remaLning  copits  of  that  author  being  corrupted  here) 
'  with  him  from  Medina  to  Cufay  where  he  incarcerated  theBi 
in  fo  ftrait  a  room,  that  they  could  none  of  them  fit  down. 
The  llitle  air,  therefore,  they  were  allowed  to  breathe,  foon 
becoming  tainted  by  the  excrements  of  thefe  ut)happy  men, 
Vfidi  which  they  were  obliged  dally  to  confpurcate  and  conta- 
minate one  another,,  they  in  a  (hort  tipnc  expired.  Hdocs 
not  appear  ejther  from  the  Spanip  or  Araltie  writers,  that  any 
thing  material  happened  this  year  in  Spain  '.  In 

'  i&Bu  Jaafar-Al  Tabak.  AlMakih,  ubifup.  p.  loi,  loi. 
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hi  Ae  l+yth  ycK  of  the  A^rw,  rtie  KhffUf  ^  ^TanJUr  Ti/rKhnlit 
ha  (be  (tnrrditiom  of  BaglxUd,  the  <:apita\  of  ihe  BaijhniaK,  AlM^n- 
OT  CbulJaait,  Irak,  as  has  been  alreJu^icmarlccd.  To  this '"r  ^"y 
he  wai  excited  by  the  affront  oJfoed  Ivim,  or  rariicr  the  aflaf-  '^*f><"i- 
fination  intended  him,  by  th*  Rawaniiims,  in  the  city  ofjf}^''""  •/ 
Hajhtmijab;  where  tfrcy  rebelled  againft  him,  and  beficged  ^"8*"'^''' 
him  in  hfs  palace.  Another  reafon  tfligfted  by  Alm'l-Faraj 
for  the  erci^B  of  ttiis  nretropolis,  was,  becaufe  the  place 
pitcfted  upon  for  ttsfitpetitm  was  at  s  greater  diflancc  from 
Cufa\  the  inhabitarts  of  wbrch  crty  had  never  been  faittifnf 
to  him,  but  ahra}'3'debauched  his  army,  and  promoted  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power  a  defertion  amongft  his  troops.  Be- 
fctes,'  the  people  of  Jriii,  who  had  pecfiflwl  in  their  fidelity  tf» 
him,  reprefcnted,  that,  by  building  his  capital  on  a  ^t  o? 
ground  near  the  confluence  of  the  ^orai,  or  Shot  Al  Arab, 
the  Ettphraitt,  and  the  Ti^ls,  it  would  be  in  i  great  meafure 
fccitred  from  the  infults  and  attaclcs  of  titofe  who  (hould  ever 
have  an  intenlton  to  dirputetheA'^/zy^f  with  him  ;  and  that, 
by  being  Ittasted,  as  it  were,  in  ihe  middle  of  the  trail  com- 
pfthcnding  the  diftrias  of  Bafra,  Ci/fa,  ff^Jfit,  JWawfel,  or 
Me[nl,  ami  Savjada,  and  at  no  great  diftance  from  ihufe  cities^ 
it  wotiH  be'pleniifully  fuppKed  with  all  forts  of  provtfions  from 
thence,  by  means  of  the  aforefaid  riven!.  Hating,  therefore, 
chofen,  for  the  fitc  of  his  new  city,  a  delrghtlul  plain  on 
the  weflern  bank  of  the  Tigris,  and  the  hornfcope  of  a  luclcy 
day  and  mofnent,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  his  aftro- 
logcrs,  he  ordered  the  woritnwn,  aflemblcd  on  this  occa- 
fiwi,  and  drawn  from  all  the  polifeft  parts  of  the  iW^iT/n  em- 
pire, to  begin  to  dig  for  the  foundations  of  Baghduii.  The 
ftrfian  geographer  places  this  metropolis  in  his  thirdclimate, 
and  informs  us,  that  Khsfra,  named  Jnajhirtmn,  gjwe' the 
ptwn  on  whith  it  flar.ds  to  one  of  his  wives.-  This  princeft, 
who  kept  great  mimbers  of  (heep  there,  ereiled  on  the  very 
Ipot  where  Baghdad  was  afterwards  built,  a  chapel,  or  ora- 
tory, which  (he  dedicated  to  her  principal  and  favourite  idol, 
called  5(7j^i  and,  according  to  the  laft-mcmioned  author, 
from  this  event,  gave  to  all  the  open  country  fbrmin*  that 
particular  djftrifl  the  name  of  Baghdad,  i.  c.  in  the  Ptrfian 
tongue,  the  gift,  or  frtjtnt,  sf  Ragh.  In  procefs  of  time, 
continues  the  Perjian  writer,  this  chapel  came  to  ftrvc  for  an 
oratory  and  retieat  to  an  hermit  of  uncommon  fanitity  and 
aufterityof  life';  who  accidentaify  met  with  one  of  the^Aff- 
/f/'s  officers,  that,  whilft  his  m?fter  was  riding  on  the  banks  of 
ti)e  Tigriif  full  of  bii  new  fcherac,  had  firaycd  a  little  from 
Theophak.  nbi  flip.  p.  363.  Dionys.  TelmarEni.  apud  Jof. 
Sim.  AfTemao.  ubifup.  p.  m,  iiz-  ut  et  ipfe  Jo;.  Sim.  A^iBuaN. 
ibid.  Gate.  AbuVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  2i3. 
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the  reft  of  that  prince's  attendants,  and  approached  die  ^ 
tient  ftruiSure  railed  by  the  princeti  above-mentioned  inlift- 
nour  oi  Bagh.  This  officer  Toon  dlfcovered  to  the  h^nnicC 
Aianfur's  dcfign  ;  upon  which,  the  holy  man  told  hira,  dui, 
according  to  a  tradition  which  had  long  prevailed  in  the  cir- 
,  fiumjacent  territory,  a  city  was  to  be  built  there  by  a  perfon 
named  Mei/as ;  but  that  he  could  not  perceive  any  affinity  be- 
tween this  name  and  thofe  by  which  the  Khali/ v/a^  caUcd, 
powever,  the  officer,  rejoining  his  companions,  commiini- 
cated  to  yfl  Manfur  what  he  had  learned  of  the  hermii,  in  re- 
■  lation  to  the  erection  of  a  city  upon  the  fpot  he  had  chofen; 
and  the  Khallf  thereupon  alighted  from  his  horfe,  ptoftntcd 
himfelf  on  the  earth,  and  returned  GoD  thanks  for  being 
pleafed  to  deftine  him  to  be  the  author  of  fo  grand  a  worL  AD 
the  Mofitmi  then  prefent  being  vaUIy  furprized  at  this  afiiaii, 
as  not  being  able  todifcoveranyfimilitudeor  refemblanct  le- 
tween  the  names,  or  rather  furnapies,  of  Abu  yaafarvAS 
Manf&r,  applied  to  the  Khalif,  and  that  of  Meclas,  mentioKd 
bytbchermit;  AlManfui^  in  order  to  put  them  o^iof  ihtir 
pain,  immediately  to)d,thcm,  thathavingin  his  younger  ycm 
taken  one  of  his  nurfe's  bracelsts,  to  buy  with  it  fome  pra^Gov 
for  himfdf  and  his  brothers,  who  were  all  then  in  very  wct§- 
tous  drcumftances,  fhe  ever  after  called  Ydia  Adacks^  v\i<.)i 
was  the  name  of  a  famous  thief,  or  highwayman,  vet^  vdl 
known  in  Khsrafan.  To  this  he  thought  fit  to  add,  that, « 
God  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint  him  by  this  name  tonny 
into  execution  the  deftgn  he  had  formed,  he  would  not  chde 
any  other  fituation  for  his  new  pity  than  the  fpot  he  at  pftftut 
found  himfelf  upon  f. 
Afttrihtr  But,  notwithftanding  the  authority  of  the  Perfian  grogn- 
d»ra«/ 0^  phfer,  the  ^rtfi  writers  give  a  very  different  account  of  ibis 
tbtfitan-  matter.  The  fpot  on  which  Baghdad  at  this  time  ftands  ff« 
iaihnsf  »  fine  verdant  plain,  according  to  .^iM  Jutf/ar  j^/Toiari,  aw 
Baghdid.  jjad  nothing,  before  the  foundation  of  that  city,  upon  it,  bui 
the  cell  of-  a  Chrijlian  monk,  called  BagbeUd.  From  him, 
therefore,  if  this  author  and  Eutychius  may  be  credited,  tbe 
new  city  received  the  name  of  Baghdad.  Others,  hoffew, 
inform  us,  that  this  monk,  whom  they  call  Ddd,  poficfW  > 
beautiful  garden,  adjacent  to  his  celt,  of  a  very  confideraWeW- 
(entj  and  thqt  the  town,  whofe  foundations  occupied  thu, 
was  from  thence  denominated  Baghdad^  or  the  ^ariit  « 
jDad.  The  firit  city  that  went  by  this  name  was  erefled  "y 
Al  Manfur  on  the  weilern  bank  of  the  Tigris ;  fro"  "''*"" 

•  GaEC.  Adu'l-Faraj,  vW  fup-  ?-  aij! 219.  ^"^^ 

Perf.  apud  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  in  ar(.  Bag^aJ,  p.  '^7.  '"*■ 
«t  et  ipfe  D'Heebel.  ibid.  Geoac.  Jac.  Kbbr,  ubi  fup  p.9'  '"■ 
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be  detached  a  body  of  the  AfeJIem  troops,  under  the  command 
of  his  Ibn  /fl  Maodi,  to  the  oppofite  bank.  Here  the  young 
prince  took  poft,  and  fortified  the  place  on  which  he  had  in- 
camped  with  a  wall,  in  order  to  caver  his  troops,  as  well  as 
the  workmen  employed  by  his  father  on  theother  fide  of  the 
river  froiathe  incuHiwigof  thePtr^at,  whofcemcd  to  have 
taken  umbrage  at  the  crc&on  of  a  new  metiopolis  fo  near 
their  frontiers.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  rtic  city,  or  ra- 
ther thai  part  of  the  city,  loon  after  built  upon  the  eaftern 
bank  of  the  Tigris,  received  the  name  of  the  camp,  or  /crt- 
tTe/s,  d/'AlMohdi;  and,  in  conjun^on  with  the  other,  on 
the  oppo&te  bank,'formed  the  city  of  Baghdad.  The  former  of 
thefe,  as  having  its  Hreets  paved  with  ftones,  was  alfo  deno- 
minated Rtifdfa;  a  name  that  was  likewife  applied  to  other 
places  of  note  in  Jtzira  and  Irak.  The  Kbalif  had  a  fuperb 
3im1  magnificent  palace  both  in  the  eal^ern  and  wcfiern  parts 
of  the  town,  which  went  under  the  appellation  oiiht  hmfe  oftht 
Khahfaty  or  the  imperial  falac€  \  tho'  the  former,  which,  by 
■vny  of  eminence,  was  ftilcd  the  garifon,  or  the  royal  inclofurty 
■was  much  more  grand  and  flately  than  the  latter.  The  eaflern 
palace  was  furrounded  on  the  land-fide  by  a  femicircular  wall, 
that  had  fix  gates ;  the  principal  of  which  feems  to  have  been 
that  called  the  gate  ef  the  prefe£ls^  whofe  entrance  was  gene- 
rally killed  by  the  princes  and  embalHidors  that  came  to  the 
Khalifs  court.  Some  writers  are  greatly  miftakcn,  when 
they  make  Baghdad  to  have  occupied  the  fpot  on  which  the  .  . , 

antient  Baijlan  flood ;  fmce  the  former  feems  to  have  been 
crcSed  upon  the  foundations  of  Seleiuia,  and  to  have  been 
divided  by  the  Tigris  in  the  iame  manner  that  the  'latter  was 
by  t3ic  Euphrates,  Bdides,  there  is  a  village,  according  to 
the  oriental  geographers,  upon  the  Euphrates,  called  Bately 
COnHderably  to  the  north  of  Baghdad,  near  which  the  traces 
of  a  very  lu^  city,  fuppofed  with  greater  reafon  to  have  bec^ 
Babyhn,  are  Aill  to  be  feen ;  whereas  nothing  of  that  kind 
appears  in  (he  neighbourhood  of  Baghdad.  The  defleiEtion  of 
the  gates  of  the  interior  from  thofe  of  the  exterior  city  in- 
duced the  Arabs,  according  to  Abulftda,  to  denominate  the 
pbce  Zauraa,  diat  is,  abltque,  ereeked,  lie.  <tho'  others  pre- 
tend* that  the  obliquity  of  the  Kebla  of  its  principal  moiqu* 
gjive  this  metropolis  that  name.  For,  the  city,  at  leaft  that 
part  of  it  creSed  on  the  weflern  hank  of  the  Tigris,  was  in- 
drcly  round ;  the  KhaUfi  palace  being,  as  it  were,  in  the 
centre  of  it,  and  having  annexed  to  it  the  great  mofque, 
whofe  Kebla  was  oblique,  infomuch  that  the  Mojlems  perform* 
ing  their  devotions  here  turned  their  faces  towards  the  gate  of 
Bafra.  With  refpe£l  to  the  eaftem  pait  of  Baghdad,  we  finul 
it  intiipftlvd  bf  ^he  oricnUl  writers,  that  it  conhfied  of  an  ioi 
S  4  terioc 
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terior  and  exterior  tuwn ;  each  c^  which  wis  lurrounded  by 
a  wall;  anit  corifefiuently,  that  the  eaflera  cUVj  or  priocip» 
part  of  Baghdiidy  had  appcftanlng  tu  it  both  an  interior  and 
exterior  wall.  Fot  (bine  time,  a^cr  the  fo'jadationa  were 
laid,  the  work  went  on  but  llowly.  For,  Aiu  ^Jaofer^  tn- 
JXnding  to  dcmolifli  Al  Madkjtn^  that  bad  formerly  been  the 
rcTidencc  of  [he  kJngSi  or  Shabt,  oiPerfia^  furnamed  Kh^Jruy 
and  to  make  ufc  of  the  materiats  of  the  buildings  in  the 
ercfbon  of  his  new  city,  upon  confideiation,  found  that  he 
could  not  advance  very  brifklj  in  that  demolitioa ;  as  the 
fiones  were  of  fo  wonderful  a  lize,  and  the  toweis  and  waJJt 
of  fo  furprizing  a  height,  that  it  would  requite  much  time,  aa 
well  as  a  very  large  expence,  to  level  with  the  ground  all  Hoe 
fabrics  there,  and  tranfport  all  the  iruteriaU,  of  which  thofe 
noble  edifices  were  compofed,  from  thence  to  B(^hdad.  &»» 
fides,  he  confidered,  that  it  would  be  no  fmall  reproach  to 
him  to  have  it  faid,  that  he  CQuld  not  finifli  the  metropolis 
upon  which  his  workmen  were  then  employed,  without  de- 
(b'oytng  fuch  a  pile  of  buildings  as  could  fcarce  be  paralleled 
in  the  whole  world ;  and  this  induced  him  at  laft  intirely  to 
abandon  his  firft  defign.  To  which  we  may  add,  that  the  de- 
molition of  Al  Meda^ty  had  he  finally  reTtJvcd  upon  it, 
would  have  been  not  a  little  retarded  by  the  commotions  that 
happened  In  his  empire  this  very  year ;  of  which  we  have  been 
oliliged  with  the  following  accounts  by  fome  of  the  bcA  Jhei 
h^orians  '.  . 

Moham-       Soon  after  the  Khalif  Al  Manfur  began  to  lay  the  fnunda- 
ined  Ebn    ^^q^  of  Baghdad^  in  the  145th  year  of  ^he  Htjra^  Aithammii 
Abd'allab  £i„  Md'ailah  Sin  Ai  Hajan  Ehn  M  Hefein  Ebn  AH  Elm  Aiu 
Ebn  Al     T-yV^f  ^virhoie  head  the  partifans  of  the  houfe  oUlAhbis  had  pffr 
11  ^°  "j   '^"'^"'^°"'<P'''^'"'"*'>*P'''*"^'P*'p'"cesof  JrA<r/j^,thepre- 
■  "'^"ff   cedingyear,  waspri  c'aimedAT&fij^atA/iri/f'Mt,  andaSanaedtbe 
h  "ibe      f  rnameof^/jl/eM.  In  order  to  fuppott  his  fKeten lions  to  the 
Kbalir^    XAuif/ijf,  jieafleinb'eJ  an  army  of  100,000  men  ;  but,  upon 
feicii.        tbe  approach  of  Ij'a  Ebn  M&Ja,  whom  Al  Manfur  fcnt  a^inft 
him,  tie  greateH  p^rt  of  his  forces  difperfed  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, anJ  the  reft  riiired  tti  the  deep  diub,  or  intrenchment, 
which  the  propttet  himfelf  had  ordered  to  be  dug  round  Me- 
di>ui,  by  the  advice  of  ^dlmn,  the  Ptrfmn^  for  the  fecurityof 
the  city,  Br,d  v\az\M<ih.:mmidKbn  AhSaUab  EUtJliiefon^ 
en  this  occation,  ciufed  to  be  immediately  repaired.  However, 
receiving  advi.:e,  that  Ifa  was  marching  againft  him,  he  drew 
his  iruups  out  of  the  iiurenchment,  difmlued  at  manyof  ihem 
^  Am  JoATAit  Al.  Tabar.   Al  Makin,  lAi  fap.  p.  loz. 
G'EC  Aeu'l  P«ra|,  abi  fup.  EvrrcR.  ubi  fop.  p-  39S,  399. 
Sh,  tiy  Al  T  DRi^i.p  104.  Com  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  izi,  iia, 
123     hw    AhU;  PEfi   in  Irik.    Ala,  ^cuvi-T.  iad. geograpli.  In 
vii.  Salad.  D'H£ii.G£L,  BibliocLofient.  ubifap.  ft 
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as  were  imwilUng  to  enga^  and  with  the  ieft,  amooflting 
to  about  300  men,  ome  to  a  general  3£aaa  with  tbc  Khaiifi 
SoKc»\  but  being  overthfown,  he  was  fi>  clofeljr  puffucd  hy 
JJky  that  tbe  )atur>  al  tbc  head  of  hi*  horfe,  entered  the 
town,  and,  without  Auch  difikulcy,  made  btmiiclf  maftcr  of  it.' 
He  al(b  put  M»hammd  Ekn  Jb^allab  Ebn  Al  Ht^n  himrelf 
to'  tbe  Twocd,  and  oit  off  bis  head;  which  he  fent  aa  a  pre- 
fect to  Al  ManfmTy  who  iramediatdy  ordered  it  to  be  carried 
in  triumph  through  the  princijial  provinces  of  the  ctnpiic. 
Mthummid  Ebn  AUaUtk  Ebm  Al  iiajany  who  pretended  to 
difpute  the  A^/j/df  with  4lMaHJ&T^'}&  fand  to  have  loft  his  lifc 
at  Medimit  the  prcfcnt  year,  in  the  month  of  Ramaiaa  '. 

The  fame  year,  liraMm  Eba  AbtfaOah  Ekn  j^  Ht^EbmihTA\m 
Jl  Htjei*  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  AIm  7aJeb  cauTed  himfelf  to  be  yuted£bn  Ab. 
Khalifat  Bafra,  and  obliged  the  people  of  that  citf  l»  taked'sllah  ' 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  bim.  He  likewise  felud  upon  Pfi^Ebn  Al 
^nd  Jh%odz  -,  and,  in  oidei  to  maintain  hintfelf  in  (he  [>a/)ef-'I^^f"i. 
lion  of  tbe  provinces  that  had  fubmittcd  to  him^  be  ;dfo  took*"*"!'- 
tbc  field  with  an  army  of  100,000  men.  B«t  liic  KhoLfsy^''  *' 
wpbew,  Ifa  Ebn  Mufh  at  laft,  after  the  defeat  of  -^o**""- ^''f^-^ 
mtd  Ebn  Ab^atlah  Ebn  AlHafan,  coming  up  with  .him,  engaged.  ^  ,f.. 


hhn,  put  his  liorccs  to  flight,  and  difperftd  thcM  in  fech  a' 
manner,  that  they  could  never  afterwards  rally,  nnr  nake  had' 
agaioft  him.  As  for  Ibrahim  himfelf,  he  periffaed  in  tbe  ac- 
tion ;  after  the  end  ^  which,  his  bead  was  cut  f£,  and  fent 
by  the  general  to  Al  Aianpr,  who  received  it  with  all  poffibfC' 
demonltrations  of  joy.  Thus  the  A^^ni^y^  by  hispndenoeand 
bravery,  or  rather  tiie  valour  and  conduS  of  ijm,  appealed 


kilki 


jblCi. 


tbofe  commotions  that  tlveatcncd  deftruSion  to  Jiis  faiaily,  in 
tbc  year  (^  tbe  Hejra  145,  which  enabled  bim  to  refume  tbe 
great  work  he  had  begun  on  the  banks  of  the  Ttgrh,  an'd  to 
cpve  law  to  all  his  domeftic  enemies  thu  bad  for  franc  tme 
been  meditating  a  rev<dt  t>.  • 

We  muftnot  forget  toobferve,  that  the  great  fuccefs  which  7*^/ Turks 
attended  '//.f/tf»/iir's  arms  this  glorious  can^aign,. has  \ittnmaie  an 
menti<med  by  Theaphantsi  who  informs  us,  that  the  troops irra/ri«* 
employed  by  that  prince  in  the  redti^ion  of  the  rebels  to  hfs/n/B  Ac- 
obedicnce,  whom  he  calli  inhahicants  of  tbe  deJkrt,  amounted  meDia. 
to  about  80,000  men.     He  Ukewife  relates,  that  dte  Turis, 
paffiog  the  Cation  Araits,  made  an  irruption  into  Armtma^ 
lulling  many  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  and  taking  a  coo- 
ftderablc  number  of  them  prifbners,  this  prefent  ycarX 

■  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabak.  AlMakin,  obi  fap.  Ism.  AbuI' 
FED.  de  vie.  Mohanmed.  p.  75 — 77.  AlBokhaii,  AlBbidawi, 
p'HEftBBL.  abifiip.  p.  168.  )>  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  . 

Al-  Makin,  obi  6ip^p.  102,  loj.    D'Hekbiil.  i^fup.  p.  168. 

1  luEOFJiAil.  chronograph,  p. 364. 
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Evrntsff  ■  The  following  jcir,  being  the  146th  of  the Hfjra,  com- 
tttyimr  mtaoia^AIarch  2i&,y67,  there  was  a  profound  calm  almoft 
^0'  throughout  the  whole  Majhm  empirej  which  enabled  tbe 
Kbalify  through  the  courTe  of  this  year,  to  ccmtinue,  witfaovt 
fntemiptton,  the  building  of  Baghdad.  However,  if  we  vrill 
believe  Theophams,  the  Turks,  in  the  bcginningof  it,  made  a 
fecond  irru^^on,  through  the  Cajfian  {Iraits  and  Iberia,  into 
the  Mtjkm  territories ;  but  being  met  by  a  body  of  Jrak 
troops,  an  engagement  enfued,  in  which  many,<»t  both  iides 
were  flain.  We  are  likewifc  informed  by  the  fame  writer, 
that  Ifa  Ebit  Mufa,  having  been  before  appointed  to  fuoceed 
tiie  Kbalify  was,  by  the  following  artifice,  deprived  of  his  re- 
vofional  light  to  the  Khalifat.  Al  Manfir  bribed  hn  phyfi- 
cian  to  give  Ifa  a  violent  and  foporiferous  Aernutatory  medi- 
cine, in  order  to  cure  him  of  the  megrim  and  vertigo,  with 
which  he  was  grtevoufly  troubled.  This,  continues  our  au- 
thor, produced  the  deUred  efied ;  depriving  Ifa,  for  three 
days,  of  his  Icnfcs,  and  rendering  him  indrely  incapable  of 
holding  the  reins  of  government  i  which  being  oUcivcd  by 
the  Mtfiem  nobles  and  gcncrab,  who  had  been  aifembled  t» 
,  Al  Manf&T  for  that  pUrpofe,  they  unantntoully  agreed  to  call 
MMtb^^  ^K  Khalifa  bn,  to  the  fucceOion,  after  hisfathcr'i 
death.  However,  7fa,  afterwards  coming  to  himfetf,  and  re- 
covering the  ufe  of  his  reafon,  received  a  large  quantity  of 
gold  from  the  Khalifa  which  he  confidered  as  a  fort  of  recom- 
psnce  for  the  injury  that  had  been  offered  him.  That  hex 
particular  circumtlances  mentioned  in  this  flory  might  have 
really  happened,  we  fiiall,  not  take  upon  usabfolutdy  to  deny; 
hut  that  the  whole  relation  is  ftri£lly  true,  we  are  by  no  means 
difpofed-to  believe,  fincc  we  are  afTured  by  Abu  feafar  AlTa- 
bari,  that  Ifa  was  removed  from  the  fucceHion  after  the  death 
of  ^/  Manf^,  the  right  to  which  had  before  been  granted 
him,  and  declared  the  apparent,  heir  to  the  crown  after  Ai 
Alohdi,  the  following  year,  not  withou;  much  fquabbling  and 
altercation.  D'unyfius  Telmartnfu  writes,  that  there  was  a 
dreadful  inundation  of  the  Tigriiy  which  almoft  intirdy  de- 
frayed the  city  of  Meful.,  and  all  the  neighbouruig  town*,  ia 
the  month  of  March,  this  prefent  year  ^. 
Abd'allah  The  next  year,  which  was  the  147th  of  the  Htjra,  M 
Ebn  All  Manfur  got  Abd'allah  Bin  Ait,  his  uncle,  who  had  rebelled 
dejiroyid by  ^aia^  him,  and  been  overthrown  by  Abu  Meftcm  near  Nifi- 
•tbtlLialii, btSy  in  Mifo^itamia,  into  his  hands,  and  dettroyed  him  in 

*■  D'Hbrbel.  ubi  fup.  p  168.  Thkopham.  ubi  fup.  p.  366, 
167.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  l>jp.  Diomys. 
Telmakens.  apud  Jdf.  Sim,  AJTeinaiii-ubiCup-.  P- U2,  ut4^ipf( 
jqs.  Sib(.  Amem^m.  ibid, 
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tjK  fi^owing  manner.  The  Khalif  invited  him  to  his  court, 
Swearing  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  not  hurt  him.  Tliis 
Miduced  Ab£aUeh  to  leave  the  city  of  Bafra,  whither  he  had 
retireil,  and  lived  in  obfi:urity  with  his  brother  StUmim^  and 
fXMTie  immediately  to'  Al  Manfur'i  rcfidence.  Soon  after  his 
arrival,  the  Kbelif  ordered  a  houfe  to  be  built  for  him,  whofe 
foundations  Ihould  confiH  chiefly  of  fajt.  Which  being  done, 
a  vatl  quantity  of  water  was,  by  his  order,  poured  upon  them. 
This  Dccalioned  the  lall  of  that  houfe  upon  AhftaUah  Ehn  Aii, 
■who  was  ti\aehy  cruihed  to  pieces  fooa  after  he  had  taken  pof' 
feffioR  of  it  '. 

The  fame  year,  according  to  Tbeephanes,  fomc  diflurb-  O'*''  "»- 
4nces  happened  in  the  defart  of  Palmyra,  tho'  the  particular  "^*'"*' 
circumftances  attending  thcfetroublcs  he  has  not  handed  down  "r^''  f** 
to  us.    The  Khalif  likewife,  if  we  will  brieve  this  writer,  ■'*"'"'"'" 
ordered  all  the  crofles  upon  the  tops  of  churches  to  be  taken 
down,  would  not  permit  the  Chrijiians  to  hold  nightly  meet- 
i|ig5,  nor  to  teach  their  children  to  read,  and  difcovcred  a 
firong  difpolition  to  have  proceeded  to  a  formal  perfecution. 
About  the  fame  time,    according  to  liUnyfius  Ttlmarinfis^ 
there  was  a  grievous  murrain  'ya-Mifipatamia^  that  proved  ' 
fatal  to  vaft  numbers  of  cattle  there.     Soon  after  the  death  of 
Abiatlab  Ebn  Ati  Ebn  Abialiah  Bbn  AUbb4i,  Abu  Ab^aUab 
Jaafar  Ebn  AU  Ebn  Al  Htfiin  Ebn  Ali  Ebn  Abu  Taleb  died  at 
A^edina.     It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Al  ManJ&r  called 
bis  Ion  Al  Mthdi,  after  him,  to  the  fucceflion,  in  prejudice 
to  his  nephew  Ifay  who  had  been  before  declared  hrs  imme- 
diate fuccellbr,  but  was  now  appointed  to  mount  the  dirone 
after  Al  Mobt^f  tho'  not  without  fome  difficulty,  likewile  this 
year  ". 

In  the  148th  year  of  the  Htjroy  the  workmen  employed  in  fht  tuorl- 
the  erefli^n  of  Baghd&d  continued  their  operations ;  and  that  nitnfiitt 
vith  fo  much  diligence  and  fucccls,  that  they  had  well-nigh  '"^^'f 
put  the  laft  hand  to  the  new  city.     This  year,  fix  flats  feemed  1' P'^ 
to  fall  from  heaven,  in  the  month  of  the  latter  Cani4n,  ac- 
cording  to  DhnyJiusTebaarenfii;  who  likewife  informs  us, 
ttiat  Sevrrui,  biJhop  oi  Amida,  died  on  the  I4tb  day  of  |the 
month  Adar,  and  was  buried  in  a  monaftery  where  he  had  re- 
f|ded  a  conliderable  time.     We  tnuft  beg  leave  to  obferve 
)ierc,  that  the  Syrian  month  called  th«  latter  Canun  anfwers 

'  Abu  ^AAFAaALTABAR.  Al  Majih,  ubifup,  Tbeophai*. 
pbi  fop,  p-  369.  ■  Theofhan.  ubi  fup.  Dionys,  Tel- 

fiARKRf.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Afleinsn.  ubi  fup.  ut  ec  iple  Jos.  Sim, 
AssiMAit.  ibid.  Abu  Jaa^ak  Ai.  Tabar.  Al  ^ai^in,  ubi  fup. 
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to  Janmtryy  »  does  A^ar  ta  March.    Nothing  miurktUe 
faems  to  have  happened  this  year  olcher  in  j^ir«  or  ^^t»  ". 

Baghdid       The  ttifltwrng year,  beit^the  149^1  of  dM  /^>o,tbe&- 

fniptd,     wMss  citf  of  Ba^dAd  mpoa  ^  Tigru,  the  capital  of  the  J<i[/^ 
ilnn  empire,  was  fini&e^     Tbit  part  of  it,  fituated  upon  the 
weftem  bank  of  tjie  Tigrh,  it  &ld  to  have  coft  the  Kbtlf 
4,000,000  A'nA-j ;  tho',  according  to  Abu'l-Furaj^  he  t/BtinOf 
demoliOied  part  of  the  f^hite  Tower,  or  citadel,  at  A/  Ma- 
daytny  waA  oniercd  the  material*  procured  fitim  ^ence  te  be 
carried  to  the  fpot  he  bad  imrkrd  out  for  the  fite  df  bis  new 
city-     However,  finding  that  the  demolition  of  all  the  hDiJtf- 
ingi  of  Al  AAiddytn,  and  the  trinfiJorMtion  of  the  mattrials 
belonging  to  Acm  to  Baghdad,  would  be  more  expenfive  than 
he  at  firft  apprehended,  he  abandoned  the  dcfign  he  bad 
formed.     The  city,  when  finiftjed,  was  pcrfcSIy  round,  (hut 
up  ^  B  double  wall,  and  flanked  with  a  conrtderaUe  num* 
ber  of  towers.     'Hie  c«(Uc,  or  citadet,  was  in  th«  rai^te 
of  it,  and  commanded  every  part  of  the  town.     Its  gate*  were 
Aiiyt^eA  in  &ich  a  manner,  that  thofe  of  the  firft  wati  were  in 
a  flnping  and  .obHq«e  po(itk>n  in  refpe6t  of  thofe  of  the  fe- 
Oond ;  Which  Afpofition,  according  to  fomc  authcvs,  gave 
this  place  the  name  of  Zaura,  or  Ztmraa,  i.  e.  lilique^  cTtvt*Jt 
ice.  tho',  if  others  may  be  credited,  It  r<c«ved  that  name 
from  the  oblicjuity  of  the  K*Ua  in  its  principal  mofi^ue.    It 
Teems  to  be  intimated  by  Sharif  Ji  Edrift,  that  the  eaAern 
city  was  not  bvik  tHI  the  Khaitfat  of  AiMahdi;  tho'  we  are 
of  opinion,  with  the  oelebraied  Goiitt,  that  this  town  was  bc- 
Ain,  and  even  in  a  ma/mer  fimffaed,  befote  the  death  of  /O 
AiMifir.    The  palace  in  the  wcAem  town  was  called  ibe  ft' 
laci  ofA\  Manfljr,  as  that  in  the  cailern  city  went  under  dw 
*    denomination  of  Aftr^&h-fe^Al  Mohdi.     The  £Ew/j^  fliicd 
his  new  metropolis  Medirut  AlSntom,  the  dly  tf  ptace^  cidicr 
by  allnfion  to  the  name  of  JerttfaUm,  or  becaule,  at  the  time 
when  it  was  finilhed,  all  the  commotions  in  his  empire  were 
appeared,  and  almc^  every  nation  in  AJia  had  fubmittcd,  oi  . 
was  become  tributary,  to  him  °. 

Wht  the        The  PetJuH  hiftor'tans  pretend,  that  the  city  of  Baghdad, 
founJtr  tf  as  well  a«  that  of  BaM,  or  Bahjtn,  was  built  by  the  Prrfimt 

if,  attird-  itings  of  the  ftrft  dynifty,  who  were  no  other  than  the  anuoit 
"  D'Herbel.  fiiblioth.  orient,  ubi  Tup.  p.  168.  Dionys.  Tel- 
UARENs.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Al&man.   ubi  fup,  ut  It  ipfe  Jos.  Siw. 
Asseuan.  ibid.     Vid«  etiamTiEOPHiN.  ad  ann.  Conllanc.  Co-. 
pronym,  aj"'  chrorograph.  p.  j66.  *>  D'Herdel.  ubi  Cop. 

O'oi.ii  noi.  ad  Afragan  p.  12a.  Greg.  Abu'l-Fahaj,  ubi  fop. 
p.  119.  EuTYcu,  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Gbobo.Jai 
COB.  Kehr.  monarch,  fiaiico. Saracenic,  flat.  p.  8— 12.  iJpGX] 
1724-  Sharif  At  £pRi3i,  ubi  fuj),  p.  jo^, 
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Icingi  of  )f£ynai  that  Zehak,  who  was  tke  Nimred  of  tbe/'Tf  /a  <^ 
'Jtms^  Grtt  tbimdcd  this  city  i  «nd  that  Afrafiuk,  king  of  j^/PerJlan 
^«r*,  or  tvrki^gm,  and  rani]ueror  of  Ptf^y  a^randized  *'ArMB/. 
it,  and  lutned  it  Bdgbddi,  ibM  ii  to  fay,  fw  garden  efDkA^    . 
or  the  idol  that  hr  woribipped.     To  which  they  add,  that 
Kaiiimst  the  Iccond  king  of  Ptrfi*  ot  the  fecond  dynafly,  who 
oouU  have  been  wo  other  than  ^i^^  the  fbn  of  Nimred,  ac- 
CDiding  Co  theie  authors,  uuftruded  the  tcnipU&,  and  the 
other  aieft  aatient  public  bulldiags,  of  the  [Jacc  i>. 

We  are  told  by  ^^k  7<w/iir  ^  ToAan,  who  has  been  fbl-^JM(«/f 
loMTcd  herein  ^  Eatjt&us  an6  Ji  Adaim,  that  thia  city  ic^ttri^edit$ 
ceived  its  name  frem  tfaacof  the  mcmk,  or  hecmit,  Bagbdid,  "'""'>  "'- 
ia  whole  gafden,  and  port  ol  tfce  territory  adjoiaing  to  it,  the  ''»'■■''»£" 
&«MMbtians  were  Stift  laid;   dta'  othera  peetend.  that  thii'^'?™* 
■lonk's  name  was  not  S^gbdad,  but  Oad.    Be  this,  however,  '""'*'''• 
ai  it  wPI,  Baghdad  feeaas^to  have  beiTi  nifcd  out  of  the  ruina 
lACti^hm^  aawell  as  dnfeof  Stinciaf  aod  w>b  not  only 
cUnomnated  by  jti  Afynfur,  after  the  eredion  of  it,  Meditu^ 
jfl  Salam,  or  Medinat  Affkhm,  but  likewife  Dor  Al  Saiam,  or 
J}ar  Affdam ;  which  apf)ellation  wax  plainly  of  tbe  fame  im- 
port with  the  former.     Heace  it  was  firequentty  called  by  tlm 
SyrioHS  Medinat  SelaMttit  and  by  the  Greeks  Irenepolit ;  botb   ' 
of  whkb  are  c^valent  to  tiw  AUdimt  0aiaitt  ai  the  Arabt, 
We  find  two  opiniont  aottccrning  ttteteafonof  tbe  name 
JtagUid  mentioned  by  Mtdftda,    According  *o  the  firft, 
Bagb^  in  the  Ptrfit  lanewige,  lignlficd  »  gaiden,  and  Dai 
was  thejvopernameof  we  manoDwhofic  garden  was  eroded 
jli  A^anfur'a  new  nKtropolis  j  of  both  u4itah  words  the  name 
Baghdad  is  apparently  fanned.     If  we  wiU  pay  any  Kgard  to 
tbe  fccond,  the  l^ot  on  which  this  ci^  ftood  was  denomrnatcd 
Maghd^  by  an  cwnuch,  feni  by  Kbtfru  king  of  Ftrfui  thithcr» 
from  an  idol  named  Birgh^  woiftiippcd  in  thafe  partq  of  the 
eaft,  and  the  prefent  made  him  by  that  pFincc  of  the  ground 
on  which  his  te«)[de  ftood ;  a  gift,  or  frefint,   in  the  Ptrjie 
tongue,  being  exprelfed  by  Ddd.     The  fame  author  obfervcs* 
that  Al  Mat^ur  derived  the  appeHaiion  of  Mxiitnat  AJfabm, 
which  he  conferred  upon  his  new  capital,  ftotn  Fadi  AJjalamt 
the  Iprrent  ef  ptaa,  »  name  frequently  applied  by  tbe  orientals 
to  the  Deglaia,  or  the  Tigris,  on  whofe  banks  that  capital 
flood.     The  Nijioriaas,  who  were  in  great  favour  with  the       '^ 
Khaiifi,  transferred  their  patriarch's  fee,  fixed  before  at  Ctcfi- 
phan  and  Stltttcid,  to  Baghdad;  and  the  Greeks,  likewife,  ac- 
cording to  Niiui  Duxafairiuif  had  a  patriaich  there.     But    - 
Jbroham,  fitrnamed  Airaza,    the  Niflariaa  patriarch,  prc- 

p  LebTarikh,  Khokdemir,  ubi  fup,  D'Herbei..  Biblioih. 
orient,  act.  Baghdad,  p.  167. 
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Tailed  upon  the  KhaSf  to  expeJ  ytbn^  the  Greei  hletK^>o- 
liun,  Froni  thence,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  300.  An4 
Jtbn,  the  Neftarian  patriarch,  prevented  Ignatius  Barcbitbip 
the  'Jacohiti  Mafriatty  from  fettling  at  Bagbdadf  about  94. 
years  after;  tho' the  JiTi^/^ then  peijnitted  a  bifhop,  fut^edt 
to  the  Mufridu,  to  rcfide  there.  However,  Bar  Hih-ausy^ 
,  the  Jeabite  Adafridn,  reJatea,  that  be  fpent  the  fummei'  at 

^^i&d^i^,  and  ordained  four  deacons  and  a  bifliop  there,  in  the 
year  of  Christ  1265  ;  as  likcwife,  that  j^hm^//' bifbops  were 
before  that  time  permitted  to  Ax  their  refidence  in  this  dtr; 
and  that  Lazarus^  one  of  them,  was  depoled  \>y  Dieit^us,  die 
yacoike  patriarch,  whofe  condud  in  this  particular  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Khalif  Al  Afam^  in  the  year  of  bur  hou.t> 
829.     This  great  city  was  the  feat  of  the  Khaiifs  of  the  houfe 
of  AlAbbai,  excepting  only  two  or  three,  from  its  foundation  to 
the  year  of  the  Htjra  656,  when  it  waa  taken  by  the  7artert, 
Of  which  furprizing  revolution,  and  the  principal  circuoi- 
ftances  attending  it,  our  readers  will  meet  with  a  fuU  asd 
ample  account  in  the  fequel  of  this  hiflory  1. 
Baghd&d       Baghdad,  the  capital  of  the  Mojlem  empire  for  near  500 
ftjftjfti atyvKiy  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Tartars,  or  Adogalsj  to 
difftrent    the  year  of  the  Htjra  795,  or  of  Christ  1392,  when  77- 
tinei  by     mur  B*gh,  or  Tamtrlaia  the  Great,  took  it  for  tht  firfl  time 
thtTaj-     iiam  Stltdn  Abmtd  £bn  Atvit,  or  Sultan  Ahmed  Ebn  JVm^ 
t""!,  who,  being  incapable  of  making  head  againft  the  numerous 

Turk-  forces  brought  by  Timur,  after  he  hkd  fubjugated  Perfioy  to 
?•*"'•  form  the  fi^  of  thU  city,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  fend  all 
"'  '  his  baggie  over  the  Tigris,  to  cro6  that  river  with  all  hit 
Tarks  ^roop^i  ^n*^)  i"  '''^^>  ^°  abandon  his  capital  to  the  conqueror. 
He  was,  however,  hotly  purfued  by  one  of  the  enemy's  de- 
tachments to  the  plain  of  Kerhela,  where  fcveral  fkirmiflics 
happened,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  men  on  both  £dcs 
were  killed.  Notwit branding  which,  he  at  laff,  by  his  ctHi- 
dufl  and  bravery,  efcaped  the  fury  of  his  purfuers,  took  re- 
fuge in  the  territories  of  the  Gmi  emperor,  and  afterwards 
fnund  means  to  repotTefs  himfelf  of  the  city  of  Baghdad. 
There  he  remained  till  the  year  of  the  Hejra  803,  when 
the  city  was  taken  a  fecond  time  by  Timur;  who,  nevei- 
1  Abu  Ja(*p*r  Al  Tabah.  Al  Maein,  nbi  fap.  p.  icz. 
EuTYCH.  ubi  fop.  D'Herbkl.  obi  fup,  p.  167,  (68,  Ebh  Ca- 
SEN,  Ism.  ABV1.PBD.  ubi  flip.  Jos.Siw.  Asseuan,  Biblioch.  on. 
ent,  Clementino-Vaiican.  torn.  i.  p.  10.  etdiflertat.  dcMonophjrfit. 
NiLus  DoxiPATRius,  in  notit.  pairiarchat.  Antiocheo.  Grigo- 
RIV9  Bar  Hsbr^.U!',  apud  Jof.  Sim.  Afl'eman.  ubifup.tom.it. 
p- 251.  Jos.  Sim.  AssEMAN.  ablfup.  torn. ii.  p.  441,  444,  251. 
EcchelLen;.  innot.  adcatal.  Ebed.  p.  i;;.  Cod.  S>-r.  Nicr.  iv.  fol. 
£i8.  Geokc.  Jac.  K£tiR,  ubifup.  GoLij  not.  ad  A 1  frag,  ubi  fup. 
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tfaele&,  reftored  it  to  him,  and  he  continued  Aivereign  of  the 
place,  till  he  .was  driven  bom  thence  by  Miran  Shdb,  that 
prince's  ion.  However,  afcchvards  returning,  he  was  chafed 
from  dience  by  Kara  Tufify  the  Turiman,  in  the  year  of  the 
Htjra  815;' who  likewife  reduced  Baghdad  a  fecond  time, 
and  finally  expelled  from  thence  jibu  Bicr,  the  fon  oi  Miratt 
Shdb ;  fecuring  that  capital  to  his  family,  in  which  it  remained 
rill  the  time  of  Hafan,  or  Haffan,  Cirnamed  E/xun,  which,  in 
TmrUfi)^  fignifies  Img,  commonly  called  by  the  Eurepeans  Vfun 
Cgffitn,  aTuriffltinprince,  who  drove  the  deTcendants  of  Jf^d 
Ti^f  from  thence,  in  the  year  of  ^e  Hijra  875,  or  of- our 
LoBD  1470.  The  princes  of  this  bmily  maintained  them- 
felves  in  [K^effion  of  Baghdad  till  the  year  of  the  Hijra  a  14, 
or  of  Christ  1508,  when  Shah  Ifmael,  furnamed  SCfi^  oe 
Sifi,  the  firft  prince  of  the  royal  family  that  reigned  in  Irdn^ 
or  Ptrfia,  till  the  dethroning  of  the  late  Shaf>  rhfiitty  made 
faimlclt  mafler  of  it.  From  that  time,  for  above  an  hundred 
yean,  this  cttycontinuedto  "be  a  bone  of  contention  between 
the  7uris  and  the  Perjians,  having  been  the  fubje£t  of  feveral 
bloody  wars  between  thofe  two  powerful  nations.  It  was 
taken  hy  Stlimdnl.  furnamed  theMagnifictnt;  and  retaken 
by  Shdb  jfihdi, .  king  of  Perfia ;  but  being  at  laft  beTieged  by 
Aifuiraih,or  MtradV/.  with  a  formidable  army,  it  was  finally 
obliged  to  furrender  to  him,  in  the  year  of  grace  1638,  and 
has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks  to  tfiis  very  day  ', 

It  may  not  be  amifs  farther  to  obferve  here,  that  this  city,  Stmt/kr^ 
which  has  always  been  To  celebrated  amon^  the  MiJUnUy  thtr  r«. 
had  levcral  other  names  befidcs  thofc  alrcadv  taken  notice  of.  MorMlt 
That  part  of  it  ereilcd  on  the  wellem  bank  of  the  77^m  was /*""*- 
called  Miiinat  Al  Manf^,  the  city  oi  Ai  ManfUr^  as  omng^"*''^ 
its  origin  intirely  to  the  prince  whofe  name  it  bore;  whilll "■^  " '"j" 
that  on  the  oppoftte  bark  went  amongit  the  Mtjltms  under"/'*  "^L* 
the  appellation  of  AJkir  Al  Mehdi,  the  armjy   or  eamp^   "f  /ilu»fit 
Al  Mthdl,  for  the  reafon  above  aSignad.     As  the  Mejknu  or 
Syria  fometimes  denominated  it  both  Mtdinat  Stlama^  and 
MtSnat  Stlome,  the  eilj  af  peace,  fo  it  received  the  appellation 
of  Afedtnat  Slama,  denoting  the  fame  thing,  from  the  Syrian 
or  Chaidtean  Ntfiorians.     The  weftern  part  of  Baghddd,vi\H<^ 
in  aftcr-agcfl  was  conJidcred  as  a  fort  of  fuburb,  went  alfo 

»  Ahmbd  Ebh  Arabshah,  in  vit.  Tim.  Beg.  Grbo.  AbuV 
Faiaj.  nbifap.  p.  ;i6— 565.  Petr.Tixeir.  AlJaitkab.  Ah- 
med Eax  YutEF.tOLBAt,  Aai.  Al  Raudar,  Dehetk.  Can- 
timir'a  hillory  of  the  Othman  empire,  in  the  life  of  Amnratl), 
or  Morad  IV.  D'HEtBEL.  fiiblioth.  orient,  art.  Abmid  Ben  Avis, 

p.  149 1 ;  I  ■  art.  Sagd/iJ,  p.  16B.  art.  Timaar,  p.  880,  S81,  et         • 

alibi.  Mirkiiond,  Ebs  Siiohnah,  Ant.  Nicuiarist.&c. 
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VRdrf  tiw  denooiuution  i^  Karib ;  tho'  diii.naibe  fceas  to 
Itave  bMa  more  particuWIy  allied  to  that  put  <rf  tfae  wefltm 
town  to-whicb  Al  Manfir  commanded  the  market,  that  hid 
before  been  k^  in  the  neigbbourhood  of  his  palace,  in  order 
to  cemove  tbe  rabUe  to  Ionic  fyol  at  a  greater  diftaocc  fron 
biai,  ta  be.uaiufeiired.  Here  be  likewtK  had  a  brii^  coo- 
ftrufied  over  the  ^gris^  to  keep  open  more  cfivdually  a  com- 
•uinication  betwoeo  this  and  Al  MthM's  part  of  the  iowb. 
Tbe  nane  of  Ktrth  was  afterwards  rendered  funoas  by  die 
aJbrefaid  mitket,  whidi  occa&oncd  the  credion  of  a  confi- 
derablc  number  of  buildings  there.  The  Dar  M  KbtMft^ 
that  b,  the  haifu  or  pakue,  wf  tht  Kbalif,  in  die  weftero  town, 
calleM^/r-  Al  Mtmf&r;  tbtpaka  ef  k\  ManSir,  as  wdl  ai 
the  odtcrntmcd  Hic^r  Al MAA,tbi  falace of  P^iAch^^mt^ 
»  very  good  Agure.  There  was  likcwife  a  palace  in  Btigbded 
fiifficjcRtly  grand,  known  by  tbe  name  of  Kffr  Al  Hafin  ^i« 
ZtfAd/,  tht  f«Ua  of  Habn  Ebn  Zohal,  b<±des  fereral  public 
buildings  eroded  by  the  Khalif  Al  J^ifianftr  Bilhy  aod  parti- 
cularly tbe  .famous  college  founded  by  that  prince^  daiofnU 
Dated  by  the  Arahi  Al  Mairafah  Al  Mqfianftriabf  which,  m 
die  bmuty  and  elegance  of.  its  ftrudure,  the  number  of  flo- 
dents  it  Contained,  as  well  as  the  learned  men  it  produced, 
and  the  ample  revenues  fettled  upoa  it,  has  been  rcprefemed 
by  Abu'l-Faraj  as  excelling,  in  his  time,  every  other  houfe  of 
learning  in  the  then  known  World,  Amongft  othtf  fhidcnti 
bete,  &re  were  300,  who  applied  themfelves  inlirely  to  tbe 
fiudy  of  the  Mefiammedan  law,  according  to  the  decuions  vt 
(he  authors  of  the  four  chief  lefts  of  the  Sontatts^  or  octtto- 
dox  Mefitnu  j  every  one  of  which  fc£ts  had  a  proicflbr  ia  diis 
college,  who  had  a  monthly  falery  fettled  upon  him,  for  In- 
ftnifiing  75  young  meiLcommitted  to  his  care  in  die  prifKiplet 
of  tbe  fed  to  which  be  belonged.  £rery  one  of  thole  ftudent^ 
had  likewife  a  very  handfome  dally  allowance  of  all  kinds  of 
provifions  affigned  him.  There  was  alfo  a  bath  let  apait  for 
the  ufe  of  the  ftudents  here,  and  a  pbyftcian  maintained  at 
Ae  Kbalif  s  expence,  v^rho  vifited  them  every  morning,  to  fce 
•  whether  any  of  them  ftood  in  need  of  bis  affiftance.  Tbe 
college  had  alfo  a  kitcheily  a  cellar,  and  an  apothecary's  fiiop, 
belonging  to  i,  that  tbe  prele^ors,  and  the  young  men  edu- 
cated therein,  tni»htbe  taken  proper  care  of  both  in  fickncfs 
and  in  health.  With  regard  to  the  fourorthodox  fe^  above- 
mentioned,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that,  notwich- 
ftantling  Tome  dift'ercnces  as  to  legal  conclufions  in  their  inter- 
preiation  of  the  Kon'm^  and  matters  of  pra^ice,  they  were  ge- 
nerally acknowleged  to  be  orthodox  in  radicals,  or  matters  of 
fiiith,  and  capable  ^f,falvation,  and  had  eacfx'f  ibem  their  fe- 
veral  (latiunsj  or  oratories,  in  the  temple  of  Aletca.  The 
founJcis 
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feuxiden  or  thtfs  (eOs  are  Aill  looked  upoq  u  th«  gijeit  naf- 
terc  of  jurirpmdencc,  andaie  faid  to  have  been  men  of  grcaf, 
devodod  and  fclf-denial,  well  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  thofe 
thing!  wlkich  belong  to  the  next  lifc)  and  to  man's  fight  con- 
dafi  bore,  and  direding  all  their  knowledge  to  the  glory  of 
God.  This  is  ^l  GbaaaWi  encomium  of  themi  who  thinks  . 
it  derogatory  to  their  honour,  that  tHeir  names  fhould  be  tifed 
by  tbofe  who,  neglefiing  to  imitate  the  other  virtues  which 
Biikc  Dp  their  charaifter,  apply  themfelves  only  to  atuin  their 
Ikill,  and  follow  their  opinions  in  matters  of  legal  praties., 
Befides  Ai  M*ft»ijtr  BiSa's  college,  there  was  another  famous 
coU^  uid  gymnafium  at  Baghdad^  founded  hy  Mi>i7,-addm 
Attlftta  Maiec  Sbdb,  the  third  Suhen,  or  Seltdny  of  the  Si/jiih 
of  Irm  i  and  another  erected  by  his  prime  miniller,  or  ff^azir, 
ifnam  Al  MeU  ;  the  firft  of  which  was  called  At  Mgdrajah^  ax 
Al  Madr a/at  AlHantfiet,  znAt\iKOt\iz\  Al  Madra/at  Al  Nfzd-  ' 
miat,  la  the  vail  nunber  of  learned  men  born  at  Baghdad, 
may  be  re^oned  the  famoui  Ahmed'Ein  Hanbal,  the  author 
of  the  fourth  led  of  the  Snnitis.,  of  whom  we  (hall  fpeak  more 
fully  hereafter.  Amongft  the  perfons  famed  for  literature, 
educated  here,  may  be  ranked  Kawam-addin  YufifEbn  Hafan 
■  M  Htftini  Ai  R&mi^  who  ^note  a  treatife  in  Ptrjic  concerning 
the  pMrer  and  preroffativei  of  princes  ;  Ahmed  Ebn  Shamfi  M 
HaJi,  who  wrote  [nTuriifi  the  lives  of  feveral  oriental  poeti  j 
Aiw'lAih^s  Elm  fiamdin  AlKMth,  who  oEihged  his  country- 
men witb  a  choice  collection  of  hiltorical  narrations,  and  va- 
rious elegances,  in  Arabic;  MMifftk  addin,  who  publifticd  a- 
commentary  upon  Arifl§ll/t  piece  dt  auditiint  naturaB,  in 
Arabic;  Mohamtned  Ebn  Seliman  Fedhili,  the  author  of  s 
poeminP/r/Sf  concerning  cordial  friendfhipj  EbM  Najjar  Ai4- 
hfi  addin  MAajnm*d  Ebn  Mahmid  Al  Baghdad!,  whq  com- 
poled  a  hiftory  that  bore  the  title  of  Tariib  Ebn  Najjar  Al 
Baghdadi  ;  Ebn  Hailhimah  Ebn  Zehr  Al  Neffai  \  Abu  Sahal 
Uaitbtm  Ebn  Jtmil  Abu'l  Baraiat,  a  phyfician  of  Baghdad 
Tent  for  by  the  Khdn  of  Khnvaraxm ;  Abu  Kerim  Sa'td  Ebtt 
Al  Talmitk,  a  Chriflian  phyfician  tABaghdid,  who  obtained 
from  the  KhaltfNaftr,  or  Ntf/^the  title  of  Amina'ddawlai 
btfidcs  many  others,  .whole  names  we  arc  not  permitted 
to  enumerate  by  the  limits  prefcribed  us  bjre*  From  what 
has  bcenTaid,  we  may  conclude,  that,  for  feveral  ages,  Bagh- 
dad muft  have  abounded  more  widi  MnJUwr  doctors,  and 
other  learned  men  of  -various  kinds,  than  any  other  place 
in  the  MthammtdaM  dominions,  except  Mecca  and  Medina. 
It  wai  aUb  extrcm^y  populous^  and  contained  feveral  forts, 
.  or  caftles,  capable  of  making  a  tolerable  d^cnce,  that  derived 
their  name*  from  thdr  founders  j  fucK  v4ie  Tak  Al  Harani, 
Tai  AiAtrtfy  Tat  M  AH,  and  others ;  the  principal  of  which 
Mod.  Hist.  Vol.  II.  T  wai 
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-\frx»Toi  At  /fma,  fo  called  from  jlfitui^  the  Khalf  At  Mat- 
/.r's  daughter,  erected  on  the  eaflern  bank  of  the  77^ m.  Hi 
that  part  of  thq  city  to  which  was  more  particularly  applied 
the  name  oi  Rufafa,  or  /ll  Rujiifa.  Otic  of  the  gates  litc- 
wKe  of  Baghdad,  that  was  fortified  in' a  peculinr  manDcr,  re- 
ceived the  appellation  of  Tak^  orTaka.  The  language  rpolcca 
here  was  one  of  the  molt  polite  and  elegaot  diak^s  of  thcj^*- 
hie,  as  iheie  was  a  greatei' concourfe  of  nobility  and  learned 
men,  ihat  excelled  in  man^  branches  of  literatuiCy  for  fcvcnl 
ages,  in  this  city, than  In  almoll  any  other  of  the  eaft.  After  what 
has  been  faid  of  the  flowilli'tng  Itate  of  Bagbdud,  fur  fb  conA- 
.derabte  a  period  o^  lime,  it  will  not  appear  ftrange,  that  there 
fliouM  have  been  a  mint  here,  in  which  a  vail  number  of  dlnr- 
_bemi  anil  dinars  were  flruck.  At  prefent,  thq'  it  groans  sbder 
the  Turiijh  )<:\.e,  Baghdad  is  a  celelirated'cmpory  and  fron- 
tier of  the  (Jliomait  empire  on  the  fide  oi  Perjia,  to  which 
not  only  many  merchants,  but  likewife  an  incredible  number 
of  palTcngcrs,  travelling  from  Natalia,  Syria,  PaUfihu,  and 
Egypt,  \nlo  Ptrfsa,  continually  refort.  It  is  tlic  feat  of  a 
,  Fajha,  to  whom  every  one  of  thofe  paflcngers  pays  a  fort  of 
tribute,  or  toll,  wbiih.  In  the  whole,  amounts  to  a  veij 
latgc  annual  fum-  The  religion  profelTed  here  is  (he  J/«- 
hammtdan,  the'  various  fc51s  of  Oirifiians  are  tolerated,  dt 
which  the  Ncjivrians,  who  have  a  church;  bear  the  greatcfl 
fway-.     I'-he  jacehita  and  Armenians  have  no  place  ot  public 

.  worfiiip,  but  go  to  the  convent  of  the  Capudihu,  who  admi- 
nifter  the  facramenis  to  them.  7"here  are  feveral  yewt  like- 
wife  that  refide  Conftantly  at  Baghdad,  but  many  m<^re  who 

.come  thither  annually,  in  order  to  vifit  the  fepulchre  trf  the 
prophet  Eziiiel,  which  is  fiid  to  Hand  about  a  day  and  a  halft 
j<)urney  from  the  city.     The  Pajha  of  Baghdad  is  generally  a- 

■  yifir.  The  proper  garifun,  Aout  the  middle  of  the  lafl  cen- 
tury, conttlU'd  of  only  yio  Jaiiifaria,  commanded    by  m 

'  Aga ;  tho'  the  Pajha,  whofc'  houle  flood  then  upon  the  batilc 
of  the  river,  and  made  a  good  appearance,  had  under  his 
cpmmami  a  body  of  6  o>  700  horfe.-  There  «'cre  alfo  then 
about  3  or  400  i'p.ibi's,  commanded  by  two  Aga's,  beftdcs  an- 
other body  of  horfe,  ur-der  two  Aga'Sy'A\3X  went  under  the 
denomitiatiun  of  ^lun  af  ceuragt.  In  fine,  the  Ottoman  troops 
at  that  lime  in  and  about  the  town  amounted  to  about  3000 
men.  The  city  then  was  1500  pacts  long,  7  or  Sod  broad, 
and  about  three  miles  in  citcumfttciicc.  The  walls  were  of 
brick,  and  llrcngthened  with  lowers  that  re fem bled  bafliims  ^ 
up  HI  which  the  Bajl.a  hjd  mounted  60  pieces  of  cannon; 
the  iariicrt  of  which  were  not  above  five. or  fix  pounden. 
There  wcrefdur  gates,  tHrec  on  the  land- fide.andoncnipon  the 
livcrj  over  wtiith  thci'c  WJis  a  bridge  of  ihirtythrcc  beats,  or 
^  laihcr 
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ntfier pieces  of  timber,  liroughtfrom  Afo/ul  and  other  places, 
fa&cmd  together  on  goats  Ikins,  blown  like  bladders.  The 
caftle,  or  citadel,  was  in  the  city,  rtear  one  of  the  gates  called 
^I  Maa%an^  on  the  north  fide  j  ftanding  partly  oil  the  river,  , 

and  furrounded  by  a  fingle.WBll,  adorned  with  turrets  ;  upon 
which  were  planted,  tho'  without  carriages,  aboUt  150  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  Pajha  was  aflifted,  in  the  civil  government 
of  the  place,  by  a  Kd£,  who '  leprcfcnted  the  Mufti,  and  a 
Tefttrdar^  who  collected  the  revenues  of  the  GrhnS  Signorl 
■  There  wcrp  five  mofques,  of  which  two  were  tolerably  w-11 
built,  and  adorned  with  Duiima'],  covered  with  varnifhed  tiles 
of  different  colours;  ten  caravanfcra's,  or  inns,  two  of  which 
vfCTC  proper  enough  for  the  reception  of  travellers  ;  and  fei  e- 
r^l  Bttzari,  or  marlcet  places,  arched,  to  enable  the  mer-.  ' 
chants  to  bear  the  heats,  and  jvatered  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Commerce  then  flouriflied  to  a 
confiderable  degree  here,  tho'  not  fo  much  as  when  the  city 
.  Mras  in  the  hands  »f  the  Icing  of  Ptrfia  ;  Sultan  jftnurath  IV,  '  * 
upon  his  making  himfelf  maner  of  it,  having  put  moft  of  the 
riched  merchants  fettled  there  to  death.  Many  of  (he  ShiiUiy 
or  followers  of  jlli^  were  fettled  there,  being  fo  fimple  as  Id 
believe,  that  their  great  ImSm  lived  at  Baglidad.    The  pil-  * , 

grims  that  vifit  Mecca  by  land  are  obliged  to  pafs  through 
Beghdady  and  every  one  of  them  pays  a  tribute,  or  toll,  equi- 
valent to  four  piaftres,  to  the  PaJha ;  which  branch  of  the  re- 
venue brings  annually  a  very  canfiderable  fum  into  the  coRc!) 
of  the  Grand  SigHof.  Taverjiier  informs  us,  thatthe  Rafiii'ty 
or  heretics,  hercjwho  feem  to  have  been- a  branch  of  the  5A(7(w, 
in  his  time, were  lb  rigid  and  ftriA,  that  they  would  by  no  means 
either  eat  or  drink  with  a  Chnjiian,^ind  fcarce  with  a  SonniU 
himfelf-  In  his  time,  the  inhabitants  of  ^n^i^'i  confided  of 
abo^t  i5,oco  fouls.  The  latitude  of  this  chy  was  defined  by 
the  aftronomera,'who  lived  in  the  days  of  the  Kbal'if  .U  Ma- 
tit&ny  to  be  33'  ic'j  and  Iw  fome  of  the  modern  geographers 
atid  aftronomers,  33°  15'.  But,  foramoreparticulardtfcripliiSn  ' 

of  the  prcfcnt  ftaie  of  this  celebrated  city,  we  muft  beg  leaye 
to  »«fcr  our  curious  readers  to  tbe  Ufr-menlioned  author,  who, 
in  that  point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  ratisfaflimi  '. 

About  the  I4.gth  year  of  the  Hejra,  as  we  leirn  from  Vie-  Abd'al- 
nyfiui  Teimartnfis,  the  Manichiei,  or  Mar.'icbaar.t,  fettled  at  rahmati 
HarraH  in  Mefipatamia,  having  been  guilty  of  froft  execrable  Ebu  Mo4- 

*  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  etOsoRC.  Jacob.  Kenii,  ubi  fup. 
Gmo.  ABU'L-FA«Aji  hill,  dynan.  p.  463.  Jos.  Sim:  Asseman.  ■ 
Bbjfup.  Sharif  AlEdrisi.  Al  Ghazal.  D'Hsrbei..  Bibliol.. 
orient.  zn.Malttftbah,  ou  Jtf(Aiy?idi,  p.  5+2- «  alib.  paff.  Alb. 
^CHOLT.ind.  geographic,  ad  vit.  Salad,  ebi  fup.  TAVBRxiEit't 
Perfian  Traveb,  b.  ii.  c.7.  p.  84 — B6.  Loud.  1679. 
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-   wiyah  hi-  fuperftttiorit  were  tre^ed  with  great  leveri^  \ff  JlJhbas,  the 
gimio       Khalifi  governor  of  that  province.     The  mmc  /ear,  M- 
erea  a.     ttalralmdn  Ebft  Meawiyah,  the  grandlbn  of  /^A£n,  w1k>  Ind 
ms/fue  in   fettled  himfcif  upoif  (he  Ma/Jtm  throne  in  S^/i,  and  bcea  ac- 
'SpaiR.       knowlegcd  lawful  Khalif  of  the  weft  by  the  AiobamMuJaa 
ihcrc,  began  to  credi  tKe  ereat  mofque  at  PerJeva,  or  Cpt- 
4iuba  ;  which,  after  it  was  hnifhed,  during  the  continuance  of 
'         this  monarchy,  was  highly  revered  by  al!  the  MoJ2tmt  in  tbat 
part  of  the  world,     AtManfSr'i  arms  having  been  attended 
with  at!  imaginable  fuccefs,  the  preceding  years,  his  Ait^efii, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  this,  enjoyed  ^e  Iwecti  of  peace* 
without  the  leaft  difconti nuance  or  interruption  '. 
Thi  fa-         The  next  year,  being  the  150th  of  die  Hijra,  b^iiiii,uig 
'    maus  Abu  P'bruorj  6th,  767,  the  famous  Abu  lianifa  Al  }icaman  Eix 
Hanifa     Thabet,  the^  founder  of  the  firll  of  the  four  chief  ie£b  of  d>e 
Jiti.         Sonffi(«,who  was  born  at  Ci/a  in  thtiSth  year  of  the /f^n^ 
departed  this  life,     He  died  in  prifbn  at  Baghdad,  where  be 
had  been  confined,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  be  mtAc^dij^t  jmd§ii 
on  which  account  he  was  very  hardly  dealt  with  by  his  fupe- 
liors,  yet  could  not  be  prevailed  on>  cither  by  threats  or  ill 
treatment,  to  ttndenake  the  chat^e ;  chujm^  rather  ta  be  fm~ 
t  nljhtd  by  ihtm  than  by  God,  fays  Al  Gbaxaii ;  who  adds,  chit 

when  he  excufed  himfclf  from  accepting  the  office,  by  alleg- 
ing tbat  he  was  unfit  for  it,  being  afked  the  reaibn,  he  re|iliea, 
I/I/ptai  the  truth,  I  am  unfit  \  but  if  I  ttU  a  lit,  a  liar  it  mtt 
fit  t»  be  a  judge.  It  is  faid,  that  he  read  over  the  Xtroii,  in  the 
prifon  where  he  died,  no  Icfs  than  7000  times.  The  doQrnie, 
^r  tenets,  propagated  by  him,  as  well  as  the  fe£t  of  which  be 
was  the  author,  went  amongA  the  Sennitet  b^  the  name  of /ib- 
ntfiah,  or  Hannifiyah.  The  HamfitK  are  called  by  an  Aratiam 
writer  the  fnUowers  ef  reafin,  and  ihoifc  of  the  other  threeor- 
thodox  fa£k3  folimjert  af  tradition',  the  former  being  priaci* 
pally  guided  by  therr  own  judgment  in  their  deciliant,  and 
the  l&tter  adhering  more  tenacioufly  to  the  traditions  of  }ih- 
bevtmed.  The  fe£l  of  Abu  Hanifa  heretofore  obtained  chiefly 
in  Irdkt  but  now  generally  prevaUs  amongft  the  Titrh  and  ' 
Tiirtart.  His  do^ine  was  brought  into  ^xezt  credit  by  ^fiv 
nfef,  chief  juflicc  under  the  Khslifs  Al  Hddi'ind  Harin  Al 
Raflnd.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obfcrve,  that  Ab£aliab  Ba- 
thabm&s  wrote  a  treatife  concerning  the  divifions,  or  different 
fendments,  of  the  Nanifiies ;  which,  amongft  the  admirera  of 
that  fe^t,  is  held  in  good  repute  u.  About 

'  DiONYS.  Telmarehs.  apud  Jof.  Sim.  ACeotan.  nbifup.  p. 
iji.utetideJoi.Sih,  AsiEUAX.ibid.  KHOHQEMia,  AlMakih, 
RoDEliC.  ToLETAH.  ubi  fup.  c.xviii.  p.  i8.  ■  Aav 

Jaafak  AlTabar.  Al  Maeih,  ubi  fup.  Greg.  Abm'l-Paha], 
■bi  fup,  f.  219.  Exit  KiiALicAHj  Poc.  not.  in  fpcc,  liiA.Arab.pr 
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AB0UT  Ae  151ft  year  o^  the  Htjra,  as  (hould  feem  from  7l>t  Kht- 
Mi/t'F»raj^  who  makes  this  erent  to  have  happened  a  little  lif  fvr/^ 
«Aer  the  KhaUf  Al ManfUr  had  fixed  his refidence  at  Baghd^d^ »/«  ^"w- 
yty^lrjeyuiy  otGitrgt,  EhnBakbttJhua  AlJendifaHrl^  a  famous  f""o«  i'/- 
^fficiwi,arK!  a  C6r^fan,wa)  brought  to  pourt,  in  order  to  cun'*-^'  h  * 
tht  Jtfcrfr/of  «  want  of  appetite  aiid  indigeftioit,  under  which  S^^'*!**" 
he  at  that  time  laboured.  The  phyfician,  attended  "^fcy  his^!^'**- 
fthdar,  or  pupil,  I/a  £in  ShabUtba,  being  introduced  to  the 
Kh^llfy  dilcBurfed  with  him  both  in  Perjit  and  ^rgl^ic,  with 

Eeatfiuencf  aiul  depince ;  alluring  him  at  the  liime  tin^e,  after 
;  had  received  frort  him  an  account  of  his  diforder,  that,with 
the  divine  afilhnce,  he  could  cure  hjnj.  The  AT^irf,  charmed 
with  the  gracefttlnefi  of  his  peHbn,  die  politenclf  of  his  lan- 
gu*^,  and,  above  idl,  the  afiuranc^  he  had  given  him,  ori^cd 
afumptuous  and  coffiy  vcft  tobe  put  upon  nim,  affigned  him 
one  of  the  belt  apartments  \t^  his  palace,  and  coi^manded  his 
charabcdain  Rjihl  to  treat  him  with  the  higheft  marks  of 
nfyeSi.  Geergi  having  in  a  ihort  time  el^fted  a  cure  upop 
him,  ^/^an^roneday  afked  htm  whether  he  was  married?  "     ' 

To  whtdi  the  phylician  replied,  that  he  had  for  his  wife  an 
old  woman,  who  was  extremely  infirm,  and  not  able  to  rife 
from  her  feat.  Upon  this;  the  Khatif  otActk'^  SaUm,  one  of 
bis  eunuchs,  to  t^e  with  him  three  beautiful  Gmi  girls,  and 
a  prefent  of  3000  dindrs,  to  Geerg/s  apartment ;  wbi),  not 
fin^g  him  ^t  home,  left  them  with  Ifa  Ebn  Shahldtha,  his 
fcholar,  thfere.  But  Gttrg*,  upon  hu  return,  after  rcpri- 
inanding  I/a  for  receiving  them,  returned  them  to  the  Khalifa 
iffio  fending  for  him,  and  afking  him,  with  great  furprize, 
Ae  rcafon  of  fb  fhange  and  nnparaJJeled  a-conduft,  thephy-, 
fician  tgld  him,  without  any  fcruple  or  hefltation,  that  it  was 
not  lawful  for  a  CbriJIian  to  have  more  than  one  wife  at  a 
time.  This  increafing  Ai  Menpr'i  aftonjfhment,  he  difmiflcd  , 
bim  with  uncommon  expreffioni  of  efleem,  and  afterwards 
imped  his  ^vours  with  greater  profufion  upon  him.  About 
the  fame  time,  the  KbaUfftm  three  bodies  of  his  troops,  un- 
der the  command  of  his  brother  Al  Jhbds,  governor  of  Jldtfops- 
tamia,  Hajan  EhnKabtata,  and  Ebn  Afad,'ta  penetrate  into' 
the  tmpertal  territories.  Thefe  forces  were  compofcd  of  Sln- 
diofij,  AUmif  Khzan,  Khazari,  or  KSrzaritts,  Medei^  Perjians^ 
^iiJilti,jtnibi,Khefaitiles,Turis,andotiieTsi  but  did  not  meec  - 
wtb  great  fuccefs  in  their  expeditions.  The  ifJai^himrelf,  at 
tiie  head  of  a  powerful  army,  confiAingof  80,000  men,  moved 

2971298.  ALGHASALt,  At.SHAHKi9TAH.»psdPocockiare,ubi 
Jop.    D'HiaaEL.BiblicKih.  orient,  ait.  J&au  Hani/at,  ^.  zi,  az. 
&  art.  HamiftJi,  p.  4JJ1,  Aa&'ALiAu  Bathaluiovs,  apttdD'HcT- 
.  bd.  ibid. 
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from  Avuda,  Amid,  at  Edtjfa^  Tur-jfidin^.^ndTels-Xtm,  ia 
-  ihebeginningorthecampajgni  andmadeanimiptioa  intodu 
norchem  pam  of  ^e  Roman  empire.  He  advanced  to  a  feimi 
called  Kamach,  or  K^Tnaib,  upon  which  he  continued  bii  d- 
tacks  the  while  fuoimer;  but  without  efied :  fo  thai  be  iound 
himrdfat  lad  obliged,  aftei  he  had  loft  in  incredible  number  ot^ 
nien,ihamcfullyto  abandon  the  fiege  's 
Stmi  Dihir  The  fame  year,  a  complaint  being  bronght  before  AlMa- 
tvtan  if  yuT-  againft  (be  patriarch  GiBTge,  by  the  bilhopa  who  bad  been 
the  year  deprived  by  him  of  thcii  authority  at  thefynodof  ^'^''''fiBixi'K 
'i ''  being  by  them  accufed  of  exercifing  tyiaony  upon  the  Sjritt 
clergy,  the  Khaltf  ordered  him  to  be  put  ia  irons,  and  gm 
his  accufers  leave  to  fubllJcute  another  patriarch  in  bti  room. 
Upon  which,  by  their  unanimoua  fufirages,  they  advanced  id 
that  high  dignity  David  biHiop  oi Dora;  whole  Icnityud 
ntoderatiun  might  juilly  have  intituled  him  to  the  profoundcft 
refpcfl  and  veneration  of  aJt  tYx  Mtfepotamian  clergy,  o»8 
whom  he  prefided  ;  tho'  none  of  ihcm,  except  thofc  by  whoo 
he  had  been  clc£ted,  paid  any  regard  to  his  orders  ainl.dni' 
fions  i  be  having  been  not  a  little  blamed  for  being  lb  idivB 
acainft  bis  predeceiFor.  Hence  a  fcbtfm  artrfe  amongll  the 
yacobiies ;  funic  of  whom  ■  coiifidcred  David  as  ibeir  paBi- 
srch,  others  Qturgt,  and  others  acknowledged  no  pUnaicb  it 
ail.  With  regard  to  Tur-jiidifi,  mentioned  above,  it  mi' 
not  be  improper  to  remaik,  that -the  natives  call  it  fimplj 
ITur,  wbich  in  their  language  fignifics  a  mountain  i  aiid  thit  ii 
is  a  confiderabte  trai^  in  the  neighbouibood  of  the  fipv, 
which  formerly  contained  a  pr^tly  large  number  of  towns  jm 
monallerie^i,  alt  under  the  juuDJidtionof  a  bijhop,  calitdthc 
bilTiop  of  7ur-  Aidiif.  His  dioccfe  was,  in  procefe  of  tin"' 
fplit  into  fcveral  others,  vi%.  Sakcha,  or  Salaib,  Bith-MaMom, 
iic.  and  cfpecially  after  Saba  was  tranflatcd  from  the  fct  ol 
$ak:ha  to  the  pati  iarchate  of  Tur-  Mdin,  and  fet  up  in  <¥("■ 
iiiion  to  Ignaiiu'fVl.  the  lawful  pair  i  arc  b  of  the  j'*'*''"! 
which  prt.ijuced  a  fchifm  thai  continued  from  the  yt^'  '* 
■  Christ  1364.  to  the  year  1494.  Wemuft  allobegtaw"' 
obfcn  e,  that  tha  Neftor'tan  c.nvent  on  the  Car,/,  or  Goriftn*, 
mour.tains  was  reduced  to  aihci,  together  with  all  ihe  pwp* 
[herem,  as  ihey  were  celebiaUDf^  tneir  annual  feitival  on*' 
fpot  where  Nonh's  ark  had  reded,  in  the  ufual  sDiaBay  of 
lizbtnittS,  the  preceding  year  ', 
°  *^  Tns 

"  Qrec.  Anu'i-FAftAi.  abi  fup.  p.  311 zt^.    Dio"''- 
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Th»  following  year,  being  the  i$iA  year  of  tfe  Hejm.'Tiit  Khi- 
the  celebrated  Oiriftsan  phyfician,  G/or^*  £*»  Bathtijhua  Al  lif  /«i^/  a 
yondijaburiy  who  had  been   fo  ferviceable  to  ^k  KhohJ  Al  "•<"  fhfi- 
AfanjUr  in  the  xecovvvy  of  his  health,  was  himfelf'  taken  eX-  ''""»  "*" 
tremely  ill,  and  his  life  thought  to  be  in  no  fmad  danger.  '■'i'lU'i 
Upon  which,  be  afked  the  Aj&0///'s  leave  to  return  home,   \n/°''"J'-'* 
Older  to  fee  his  fon  and  family,  and  to  be  buried  with  his  '  '}*"'  ■ 
brothers,  in  cafe  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  put  a  period  to  his    ^'' 
days.     A/  AfmfiSr  defircd  him  firft,  by  way  of  reply  to  his 
petttion,  xa  Kn&ince  MibammeJifrii  i  and,  in  that  cafe,  pro- 
■nifed.him  a  certain  ad miflion  into  para dife,  after  his  death: 
to  which  George  made  anfwer,  "  O  empcior  of  the  faithfiil, 
"  1  am  determined  to  frn  to  the  place  where  my  anceftors  re- 
"  fide  in  tbe  other  world,  whether  that  b«  pradife  or  hell." 
This  excited  the  Kbalifs  Jau^ter,  who  thereupon,  returned, 
"  But  fince  you  have  been  with  me,  I  have  been  free  from 
•*  the  maladies  with  which  I  was  before  afflicted  ;  how,  there- 
**■  fore,  can  I  part  with  you  I"    To  this  the  phyRcian  replied, 
that  he  Ihould  leave  behind  hint  his  fcholar  IJir,  who  was  a 
VMy  ikilful  profcllbrof  phyfic,  and  would  take  all  poHiblscare, 
of  hie  najelly'i  health.     The  Khahf  then  dirmifled  Ge»rge, 
widi  a  [H-cTent  of  iO,OOCi  dinart,  and  fent  an  eunuch  with 
him,  to  coodud  him  to  his  friends  and  relations,  with  orders 
to  have  hie  4>ody£oaveyed  to  them,  in  cafe  he  Ihould  die  upon 
theroad.      However,  he  arrived  at  home  fafc,  under  the  eu- 
nuch's dbndud.     After  his  departure,  Al  Mtmf&r  fent  for  ifay    . 
whtHD,  upon.corverfingwith  him, he  found  to  be  a  perfon  of  . 

profound  erudition,  and  therefore  fubdituted  him  in  hie  maf- 
ter'splacc.  T/i/,  after  his  advancement,  began  to  grow  conten- 
.  lious,  atid  tp  behave  in  a  very  infolent  manner,  particularly  to 
the  Ckrijlian  bilhops  and  metropolitans,  of  whom  he  would 
have  exaflcd  large  fums  (rf  money.  Attending  the  A'Wf/'once 
to  Ni/ibitt  or  NitibSn^  be  had  the  affurance  to  write  (o  the 
pietropolicanof  that  city  to  fend  him  the  moft  valuable  part  of 
bis  coiifecrated  veflels,  or  church- plate  [  threatening  hjm  with 
hb  rcfentment,  in  cafeof  refufaU  ^nd,  in  his  letter,  making 
ufe  of  the  fnllowing  remarkable  words:  '*  Arc  you  ignorant 
*'  of  mv  inicrcft  with  the  Kbatif?  Do  not  you  know  that  on 
"  me  his  health  intitely  depends,  fo  that  I  can  make  hint 
*'  Tick  or  w*ll  is  I  pleafc .'"  This  letter  Cyfrian,  the  mctro- 
poliCHn  of  A'iitiin,  fuund  an  opportunity  of  reading  firft  to 
M  Rebi,  Al  Meajur's  chamberlain,  and  afterwards  to  the 
iTW/himfelf.  Al  Alanjir,  after  he  had  received  this  intel- 
ligence, hnJing  how  he  was  abufed,  firft  deprived  JJa  of  all 
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the  valiuUe  prclentt  he  had  mdtde  htm,  waA  tien,  after  a 

proper  ,c alligation,  difcharged  him  bia  fervicc.     "The  6ne 

year,  that  is,  the  133d  year  c^  the  Htjra,  dkd  TexiJ  £tm 

Hattm,  who  had  been  made  by  ^l  Manjir  oovemcr  rf 

^W^-     He  was  fucceeded  in  his  poft  by  Ai^^ab  Ei<m  M 

Ebu  Abd'alrobmati  £h>f  Miawijah  Ehn  HatHj.     jUwut  Cb« 

lame  time,  likewifc  died  Moan  Ehn  Zayvda,  an  jtrab  of  fb 

brave  and  generous  a  difpolition,  that,  amongA  hit  ooaaof- 

'     meiiy  it  palled  into  a  proverb.     The  KhaHf  firft  appraMed 

him  his  lieutenant  of  Taimi'it  afterwards  of  jfAriijdm,  and 

Uftly  of  Khorafin.     M  Mm/Ar  is  alfo  faid  by  Dkn^s  TJ- 

martnfii  to  have  ereded  a  new  fortrds,  cdlcd  by  that  aadMr 

jirjanuifata^  upon  the  river  Ar/tmiat,  either  this  or  die  jwe- 

ceding  year.     But  DiMyfua,  in  what  he  advances  here,  watt 

luidoutitedly  be  millaken.     For  this  town,  which  MuwHk 

went  under  the  name  of  Armtfata  and  Arfavrti,  has  taefl 

taken  notice  of  by  Pliny,  Ptelemy,  Tadtta,  and  PoifMm,  mt  wel 

as  Vf  a  cotn.oftW'.  Aur^lius^  in  the jMcuErV/on  cfXieS^fOk  t^fU- 

^       rtncts  Anick,  feveral  hundred  yeirs  before  the  Khaiifiit  tf  jHu 

yaafirr  At  MatiJUr,  which  has  been  paUiflied  by  the  leirasd 

Ziuti  Holfttnius.  The  Arabs,  thwcfore,  did  not  found,  bat  r^ 

build,  or  rather  repair,  tbe  place  at  prefent  under  coi r&deratitfL 

However,  it  may  befairly  inferred  froni/)iwfi]^i,tfaat£)Aifni 

is  guilty  of  a  miflake,  whwn  he  ^aces  ArmafMe^  or  Arfamfitty 

91  a  great  diltance  from  the  Arfiimas.  The  KhaiifS  worloMa, 

foon  alter  they  b^im  their  opcratioiu,  were  ftrock  wfth  trnvk 

ix  the  fight  of  a  body  of  the  imperial  troops  incatwpEd  on  d* 

other  £dc  the  river,  anJ  immediately  abandoned  ^eir  vradci 

which  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  demoUfldng  wfatt 

tiiey  had  done.    However,  the  Arabs  foon  returned,  TdineJ 

their  work,  and  iinillied  the  fortrefs  in  &ch  a  OMUineratfO 

put  it  oiit  of  danger  of  any  future  infult.  '  Abttalrahmtk  Ein. 

Mtawiyab  ftill  maintained  himfclf,  notwithftanding  Ibe  powei 

t>f  ///  Mfinjir,  and  the  fttccclj  that  liad  attended  his  atau  itt 

tbe  ta^y  upon  the  Mafim  throne  in  Spain  f.      *■ 

fit  Chri-     Im  the  1 5  3d  year  of  the  Hep-a,  commencing  JtfRtHTf^  3*)  T/Oi 

l^inttrri-Qfle  Bemia,  or  Ebn  Aka,  a  Mtfittn  general,  acotrdingioim** 

tfri?u  i»-  ^i6anfi,undertoDl^an'expcditionag«mfttheC<ir^#Mfir,iaonltc 

t  Crio.  Ab*''l  FAf  k],  ubifnp'.  p.  aat,  *i^  hv}  Ja*v«« 
AlTabak.  Al  Mai^ih,  ubi^P-p- lo'j.  Diohts. Tei.ii«ies>. 
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AssEMAN.  ibid.  Plih.  lib.  vi.  ^.9.  pTOi.geogr  Tacit.  1& 
9tv.  c.  10.  PoLYB.  apud  ChHA.  Cellar,  ia  geogr.  antiq.  lib.iiLC 
|i.  p  390,  391-.  Lipflz,  1706  ut  et  ipfe  Christ.  Cillai.  ibid. 
Luc.HoLST^N.  in «doD^t. ad Qrt^.    {Loo. Tovctak.  abifap. 
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to  revtngf  an  iimption  which  the  imperial  forces  had  made  in-  vaMfym 
to  AfHffttO  tho  preceding  year.  He  advanced  firJt  into  Jfaurta,  Mollem 
and  from  ihence  mwrehed  to  a  fortrefs  called  Sjw,  which  he  «*"*rt '»»•- 
ftraidy  teficgcd.  •  Advice  of  this  being  brought  to  the  cm-  «««»"W*f 
pcror*  he  fent  orden  to  Miibael,  Atones,  and  Bardanet,  three  '*^ 
of  hi*  cmnmuHlerst  to  move  with  «  body  of  ButtlMant  "*** 
and  Armtnians,  and  other  troops  drawn  out  of  foaie  of  the 
•aftcm  prarinceS)  agiinit  the  /.'rahs,  and  force  them  to  raife         '        . 
Ae^ge.     The  impcriai  generals,  in  purftiance  ot' the  orders 
llwy  hod  Tcctivedt  ailembled  their  forces,  and,  in  cotijunAioa 
witk  a  flcM  fitted  out  by  the  citizens  of  Cibjra,  that  had  en- 
tescd  Ae  fxnt  of  5jw,  Immediateiy  advanced  to  the  relief  of  the 
plice.   #«>Wif«,beingapprizedoftheif  approach,  made  the  ne-  • 

ecE&f«dir^ti««is  toengiigethcnit' whichK  taft  he  did,  and 
gtre  Aeth  a  total  overthrow,  patting  a  great  nuir^er  of  theiiii 
t»  tfae  fwoKtI.  *Tk  rcmarkabre,  that  the  Arabs,  in  this  aftion, 
fliMletheftrft  onlrtwtth  the  fame  outcries  end  bewfings  that 
thC'Tfenh  d©,  in  cffder  to  intimidMt  the  enemy,  wJien  (hey 
begin  the  attach,  at  this  day.  Afler  this  defeat,  SaHaka,  who 
kad  iBsdc  himfdf  tcrnble  to  the  Cbri/fiani,  by  the  dcpreda- 
W>ns  he  bod  committed  in  the  JFnpenftt  territories,  md  rtie 
atftJerta  he.  had  carried  off  fVom  thvncc,  l^e  foregoing  year,  - 
tXTtged  M  the  neigbbeunng  AftrtA  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
fiooKvcr,  hecovM  not  reduce  the  fortrefs  he  had  for  fom« 
time  So  Ariitly  befteged,  butwns  obliged  to  return  home, 
tnthmit  ftoving  made  any  cotifiderablc  conqucft ;  tho'  fie  ac 
quiied  feme  valuable  fpoils,  and  took  fcveril  prifoneis,Sn  thia 
rxpedition.  About  the  fame  time,'  /ff  A^anjir  tfilrniflcd 
ifuMhl,  hia  «ftrt>loger,  who  was  a  Pirfun,  and  extremely 
wdl  vorfed  m  ewry  hranch  of  his  art,  on  accocnrt  of  his  m 
Rate  of  heaMi  i  filling  the  poft  become  vaqint  by  his  difmif- 
fian  witt)  ItAs  (on  Kbtrjhodmah  JVatimAdoh  KhaAr  M^ahaha- 
AAd,  wboft  game  the  Jti&aA/'cenverted  into  that  of  Abu  StAl. 
ta  Ac  151ft  year  of  the  Hejra,  or  rtw  768th  of  Christ, 
J)iomjfiu%,  hJBiopcf  Harran,  departed  this  life,  and  was  fuc-  - 
cvedcd  by  a  peribn  of  the  fame  name,  talccn  out  of  ii\e  mo- 
naftery  of  Zwbtnin,  or  Z*kbmtH ;  as  did  like  wife  Stephen,  bi- 
{kof  of  Cbe^ura,  or  Ai  KhaiSr,  Zacharias,  b'^tiiop  o(  Edeja^ 
and  fannes,  bilhopof  7V^,  the  following  year;  the  two  laft 
«f  whom  were  Aicceeded  \iy  Ettas,  a  ciirel  and  flagitious  pcr- 
fOB'beloi^ng  to  the  mopailery  of  Cartamina,  or  Kartatma, 
pnd  one  Sahinus,  At  thit  time,  Dftvid,  the  patriarch,  Serpina, 
^ilhop  of  Mardi,  Abet,  bifliop  of  Amida,  or  Amid,  Canjfantintf 
bifhop  of  Samafatg,  «r  Smut/Si^  and  PaiA^  bifbop  of  Tagrit^ 
vrTacrtt,  were  in  groat  repute.  A  comet  was  feen  in  the 
^ondi  otMay^  between  the  eaAcrn  xnd  nonhern  parts  0f 
t)K  tieoii'r>terea  «nd  bw  9&v  it  rmei  ^lack  Aeoes,  tome 

of 
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of  which  were  prcfertcd  to  (he  time  that  J^p^Jiui  Teliaani^ 
wrote  the  annals  here  referred  to.  Zeid,  one  of  the  Kh^ft 
.  generals,  is  likewife  Taidby  thaf  tuthor  to  have  eJcaOed-***. 
plution-tax  of  the  Scythiam,  or  Tartariy  the  famk  yetr^ 
Tbeireiif  The  next  year,  being  the  154th  year  of  (he  H^af^ 
^'™  'f  Kbalifiem  one  of  his  commanders,  called  Mt/aiatilMs,dnJB 
thijiar  j^ebalUbij  by  Tbtephofus,  with  a  numerous  army'ibto  Jfiiax 
*5+'  but  what  he  did  there  this  campaign,  we  are  not' told  ^tha 
author.  ^J  FaJ/^.  (wnzmcd  Barinar,  another  of  thztpnnoc'i 
generals,  made  an  incurfion  into  the  Cbr'ifti an  tcrntotiai  tnd 
carried  off  with  him  from  thence  about  500  prifoners.  The 
people  of  Mepfueftia,  or  M  Maitfa,  in '  Ciliday  f  eceivii^  id- 
tdligence  of  this,  detached  a  body  of  troops,  levied  anioiaft 
themlctves,  in  order  to  cut  off  his  retreat ;  but  ^I  Faii  «- 
icated  this  detachment,  and  piit  the  Mepjvtfiiani  to  Bight, 
,  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men.  The  KhallfvrcDt  this  ye« 
to  yeru/aJ/m,  where  he  kept  the  great  fall  oi  Ramadiii  wd 
obliged  many  ChriJiiaTU  to  retire  from  thence  into  the  Am*- 
nions  of  the  Gtiik  emperor.  Either  this  or  the  preceding 
year,  Mufa  Ebn  Mtfaah^  the  Khalifa  governor  of  Aft/iJ. 
raifed  a  violent  perfecution againtt  the  Giirifliaas'of  the^MH 
ii(^  perfUafion  there ;  which,  by  means  of  his  deputies,  or  ift- 
ferior  officers,  whom  he  had  appointed  to  preftdc  over  icKn! 
confiderable  cities  of  Mesopotamia,  he  extended  to  other  paiQ 
of  that  province.  One  of  thele  v/as  /fdax  Etn  Te^dd,  ^ 
lieutenant  of  ^/lid^  /rzan,  M  Mum,  and  Mayafarkiti,  who,  ia 
cruelly  and  barbarity,  fcems  to  have  furpalTed  all  the  reft.  One 
.  Zoaraiy  or  Zsara,  a  monk  belonging  to  the  convent  of  St, 
Maithevi  at  MbJuI,  having  conceived  an  invincible  avcrfioo  to, 
and  borne  an  implacable  hatred  againit,  his  brethren  there,  »■ 
cufed  them  to.Jaafary  Ji  Man/ur'a  fon,  of  having  conCefW 
the  trcicfures  of  He/bam^  Merwdn,  and  other  Khalifi,  befida  iD 
iiQmenfe  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  of  their  own,  UpM 
which,  that  prince  fent  a  detachment  to  plunder  the  convent, 
and  ftrip  the  religious  there  of  every  thing  valuable  belonging 
to  them ;  which  being  done,  he  iflued  an  edl£t  to  obiiee  '^ 
Chrijiians  to  tranfmit  him  an  exa£t  account  of  all  the  rich  fiii- 
aiture  contained  in  the  churches  and  monanenes  ofMtfiffU' 
ni'w.  But yaiT/ar dying  foon after,  that cdifl  was revokeo, arJ 
the  valuable  effeils  taken  out  of  the  convent  of  Si.  Mettit^ 
reftored.  At  this  time,  a  boily  of  500  flaves,  being  chiefly  iSiff- 
dians  and  Khazars,  or  Khaxarilei,  attempted  to  feizc  upi;"  'f" 
impEiJal  Ireafucy  in  Harran  ;  butibeing  repulfcd  by  W  i^^^'f 
the  governor,  ihey  were  foon  difpetfeJ,  and  feverat  of  ihw 
¥  Theophan.  ubifup.  p.  57J.  Greo.  Abu'l-Farai.  nt'if'T: 
p.  124,  115.  DipNVs.  Tblmareni.  apud  Jof.  Sim.Alrrinaii-''*' 
flip.  p.iH-  ut  etipfe  Jos.  Sim.  AssiHAN.  ibt4 
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exrcuted  for  being  concerned  in  fo  villunous  an  aRempt.  '  jfl 
Jktanjur  lent  officers  likewife,  this  year,  to  coiled  the  capita- 
tioD  exacted  of  the  Chriftions  fettled  in  yfrttunia,  Syria,  tni 
Afffopglatnia,  with  the  uimoft  rigour  and  fcverity ;  and  to  im- 
prcfi  the  maik  of  flavery  upon  the  foreheads,  neclts,  atlns, 
breafls  and  (bfiulden,  of  that  unfortunate  people ;  which  drove 
maey  of  then  into  the  imperial  territories.  Hence  probably 
arofe  the  cuftom  of  having  certain  marks  and  chara^ert 
painted  on  the  aims  and  other  parts  of  thofc  who  ytfited  7<r- 
Tvfttltm,  which  in  fome  meafure  prevails  at  this  very  day. 
Ifie Kbal'if  alfo  ordered  the  walls  and  fortifications  of  Cel- 
linieum  to  be  repaired.  The  fame  year,  a  notorious  villain, 
bom  in  a  vill^e  called  Rama,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ta- 
trttf  after  he  had  adted  the  monk  for  feveral  years  in  the 
convent  of  St.  Matthew  at  Afofui,  put  ofFihe  monaftic  habit, 
and  declared  himfelf  a  convert  to  Mohammtdifm.  This  man* 
however,  afterwards  returned  to  the  CArj/^/nn  faith,  alTumed 
the  name  and  character  of  a  prophet  in  th«  territory  of  DarSt 
whcie  he  pretended  to  foretell  future  events,  and  to  threaten 
deilni£tion  to  the  Cbrifiians  of  Mefipotamiay  unkfs  hey  fpee- 
,  dily  repented  of  their  fins ;  and  had  the  impudence  to  place 
bimfclf  in  the  epifcopal  chair  belonging  to  the  cathedral  ' 
church  of  Dara.  Here  likewife,  though  he  was  only  a 
deacon,  he  tuok  upon  him  to  communicate  to  prcfbyjrers  the 
beoedi^ion,  to  confccrate  oil  mixed  with  fpittle,  and  to  dlllri- 
butc  potions  of  this  amongfl  the  populace,  as  a  remedy  that 
would  efi~e£tualty  cure  all  difordcrs  ;  by  which  he  amalTed  vaft 
fuma'of  money.  The  news  ^ of  which  proceedings  being 
brought  to  CyritftuSf  the  bifhop,  he  had  the  impoftor  carried 
immediately  befoic  David  the  patriarch,  who  ordered  him  to  , 
-  be  coodui^ed  to  Harran,  and  thrown  into  prifon  there.  We  *  ' 
muftiwtforgettoobfcrve,  that,  about  this  very  year,  flourifhed 
Thtophilut  EdiJ'eauSt  by  nation  a  Marenitey  and  by  prufeffion 
an  aitronomer.  He  wrote  a  hillory,  in  which  he  makes  5197 
years  to  have  elapled  betwetn  the  creation' of  the  world  and 
the  commencement  of  the  sera  of  Seltueus.  He  alfotranf-- 
lated  the  lUad  of  Htmtr  into  the  Sjriac  language.  But,  for 
a  farther  account  of  this  .learned  author  and  his  works,  we 
ffluft  begjeavc  to  refer  our  readers  to  fome  of  the  writers  cited 
here ;  who,  on  that  head,  we  doubt  nor,  will  give  them  full 
and  ample  fatisfadtion  *. 

•  Theo'pham.  ubifup.  p  376.  Jos.  Sim.  Asseman.  difTertst. 
de  Monophyfir.  Dionys.  TtLMAHsm.  apud  AlFenian.  ubiiup. 
p.  114.  II  J.  ui  et  ipfe  AsiSMAN.  ibid.  GnEOOit.  BAR-f^EBitJEUi, ' 
apud  Jof.  Sim.  AfTcman.  in  Biblioih.  orient.  Clementino  Vatican,  ' 
torn.  li.  p.  311,313 — 313.  Koma;,  i;;i.  Geokc.  Jac.  Kiur^ 
llbifup.  p,jJ,  ^^^ 
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Tit  Arabi  The  following  yew,  being  riie  155*  year  of  the  Hifrr, 
fitK^^foK  JhiaUah  Bin  Ah  Eb*  /tWa/rabmati  Eht  MoauHfoh  Ehm  Ht- 
J^*Ji-  4ij  died  in  Egypt,  over  which  countnr  he  had  been  appw^ 
firia,  >/  to  prefide  by  Jl  Manfitr ;  who  Tent  -mfa  Eht  AU  Eht  BM 
ir^.f^  ifl  Lakhmi  Uiidier  to  fuccecd  him.  M4fa  Continued  ip  mt 
I  reputation,  till  the  deal 


f^^^^-poft,  wiiich  he  filled  with  credit  and  reputation,  1 
F"^""""   of  the  Khallf.  ^  There  was  a  great  drought  this  year,  s 

ine  to  DiiiHjJitts  telmarmfit,  in  Mefipolarrtia.  "The  jfraks  t4 M 
T%alab'ija  and  Maad,  with  their  floclcs,  camels,  and  other  |nA- 
of  burden,  made  an  irruption  into  ^ffftia  and  Afejipatrnmifi 
Tofleffing  themfelTes  of  the  diftrifls  of  Mufal,  BelA-Garm^  gr 
Sajarnuit  Heza,  Marga,  Canifapor,  Refill,  Kit,  Of  Codba,  ui 
South,  or  SaUeha.  With  rnardto  BethGarwu,  or  Bajarat, 
we  muft  beg  leave  to  remanc,  that  it  yras  a  tr^  of  AJ^/rk, 
•  containing  the  cities  of  Dakuka,  Shahar-Ka^y  Bimiiiit, 
and  others  that  we  find  enumerated  by  Eliat  Damafitnta,^ 
Nt/tmaM  bifhop,  and  called  Germa  by  Agatfnas  ScMafiUm. 
ft  was  a  bidiop's  fee,  and  had  one  Conjiantmi  for  its  btftep  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  069.  Marga  was  a  town,  or  pietljr 
Iflr|;e  village,  in  die  territory  of  Mt^id.  Bar  HaSitJb^a,  ede 
of  the  bifbops  cX, Marga,  has  been  mentioned  by  fomc  of  ihg 
,'  eaftem  writen.     Kak,  or  Ctcha,  may  poSbly  have  been  dK 

fame  city  with  the  Cubt  of  Arrian,  Ammtamis  MrnnxQhmt^ 
«nd  Eiitrepiuiy  feated  upon.die  Ttgriit  at  a  (mall  diftance  tn^ 
Cttfiphan.  and  SeUucta,  creAed  on  the  oppolite  bank  of  dqt 
river )  thoogh  Afftmanut  feems  to  be  of  a  different  opinmo. 
iolalth,  or  Salacm,  was  a  town  of  Tur-Aidin,  that  ftood  13ce- 
wife  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Tigrh,  and  a  bifliop's  fee, 
M  may  be  infcti-cd  from  Grtgtrj  BaT^Hetraus, '  The  cob- 
vent  of  St.  JoHus  hne  was  the  feat,  or  refidence,  of  the  pa- 
triarchs of  Tur-JlMix,  from  the  year  of  Christ  1364  ttide 
year  1494..  The  other  places  taken  by  the  Arabt  tUa  yoc 
nafe  not  been  fo  partict^arly  defcribed  by  the  oriental  geo- 
graphers and  faiftorians  ^, 

*  Abd  jAAFita  Al  Tabak.  Al  Maeih,  nbi  fup.  Diorti. 
Telmarihs.  apud  Jof.Sin.  AJTeman.  obi'fup.p.  11;.  at  et  ipfe 
Jos.  Stu.  AtiBWAK.  ibid.  RiHAVD.  torn.  ii.  Lituig.  orieot.  p. 
zyt.  MiTAPHKAST.  aftud  Lipon.  U>Bi.  ti.  in  vita  S.  Fiiflini. 
AciTHiAi,  lib.  iv.pt  136.  Eliai  Dauascbm.  apud  JoCSiiB.  Af- 
feman.  Biblioth.  orient.  Clemen tino- Vatican,  tom.  iLp.  4^9,  5^^, 
'  115,381,  kc,  Ahk.  in  vit.  Abrahx  Neftoraoior.  pairi«^  At* 
biah.  in  Parthic.  apudSteph.  Byzant.  Naziahz.  orat.  iv.  p.  tij. 
Ammiah.  Makcellin.  lib.  xxiv.  c.  18,  ai.  Evtrop.  lib.  ix-c 
-  ^  u.  NAiBOHinEvopl.  p.4s.  Vide  etiamCHBisTOfji.  Cbllab- 
geograph.  antiq.  lom.ii.  p.  75a,  75J,  «  alib.  &  Jog.  StM.  At3|< 
MAN.deMonophyGt.  palf. 
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In  die  156th  jeu  of  the  Htjra,  Paul,  hif^p  of  Tagfi'f,  orfitKha- 
TatrH,  Za^ani,  biOtop  of  Charma,  and  Jonaiy  biQiop  of  Ni-  lif  ritumi 
art^  deputed  this  life.     The  fame  year  the  KbaUfAl  Afanfir/''i^}eii- 
returned  from  ^(ruy^/mi  to  £iif£ifai/,  and  conflituted  Mufa  Mbn^^^^"*  tf 
Afojiaai,  mthtroomoiJ/jibidSt  his goveinoi of  Mtfipitamia.^^i^^^- 
fte  alfo  ordered  tbc  inhabitants  of//iif/«  to  repair  the  wal)>  and 
$Dni6catians  of  their  city  at  their  own  expcncc.     Having  by 
treachery  cut  oS  Petricius^  the  lieutenant  of  the  Grtattr  Af 
mangy  be  ileizcd  upon  all  his  immcnfe  treafures,  and-putthem 
into  his  own  coffers.    At  fuch  a  pitch  of  impiety  did  the 
Arabia  or  Mcjltmsy  arrive,  that  they  opened  a  great  number 
of  fcpulchres  in  Mef§pBtamie,  ia  order  to  difcover  gold  and 
iilver  there.     About  the  fame  timc^  according  to  Thnpbantij 
280  htads  were  brought  from  Africa  into  Syria,  and  expofed 
to  public  view,  by  way' of  triumphal  parade^  in  Icvcral  places. 
Tbcichifm  amongfl  the  Cbrifiians  of  the  jacabite  perfuafioR    < 
in  it/r/e^ofiTfliii/,  fbmeof  whom  adhered  to  jDaWt/,  as  iheJr  pa- 
triarch, and  others  to  Gttrgi,  who  had  been  impiifoncd  by 
tb«  XAfl/i^at  Si^AolMf,  ftil!  continoed  <:. 

The  next  year,  being  the  157th  of  the  Htjraj  a  grievous >Y/««ijw 
famine  made  terrible  havocic  in  every  part  of  Mifopota/nia  ien/l flagm 
infbmuch  that  the  Cbriftians  were  obliged  to  live  upon  flclb  in'"  Mefo-    - 
Lt^.    This  was  followed  by  a  plague,  which  fwept  awaypot»™i»- 
thegreateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province.     Muja 
Ebir  Mtfeuih,  the  Khalifat  governor,   treated  the  Chrifiiaat 
of  all  denominations,  not  excepting  the  religious  ot  every 
kind,  with  the  utmoU  rigour  and  fcvcrity,  ihii,  year ;  throwing 
into  prifon  all  who  could  not  pay  the  enormous  tribute  he  de- 
manded of  them.     Such  treatment  as  this  chey  had  Ukewift 
met  with  from  the  prefcnt  Kbalify  or  at  leaft  the  perfon  he  ap- 
pointed to  prcTide  over  them,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  •'. 

The 'following  year,  being  the  158th  of  Sit  Htjra^  com-AlMaa> 
mcrKing  Nevtmbtr  iith,  774,  AlManfUr  fet  outlrom  Bsgb-fCu'i  Jttitt' 
dady  in  order  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  to  A/fKa.     But  he>in</f£«- 
was  taken  ill  upon  the  road,  arid  found  himfelf  fo  bad  at  thernAr, 
caAlc  oiAbdawaja,  where  be  lodged  one  night,  that  he  fent 
for  his  fon  Ai  Mthd!^  who  attended  him  in  this  pilgrimwie,  in 
order  to  take  his  linal  leave  of  him.     As  foon  as  At  JlAbdi 
came  into  his  apartment,  peicdving  his  end  to  approach,  ha 
gave  him  fome  falutary  advice  in  relation  to  his  tuture  con- 
dtx&f  when  (cttled  upon  the  Mafiem  throne,  and  laid  his  lail: 
comsiands  upon   him  j   which,  according  to  Mttl  Faraj;, 

*  DioKTi.  TiLHAKERi.  apud  Jof.  Sjm.  AdTrmanf  ubi  fiif^    ,. 
p.  11;.  nl  et  tpfe  Joi.  Sim.  Amiuak.  ibid.  Tueophah.  chrono- 
Hipb.  p- 377.  ''  Dionvs.TsLMAREns-  etJoi.Siu. 

AitsMAN.  ubifup.  p.  (1 5,  ti6.  Tuiofhan.  ubifiip.f.  361. 

were 
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were  detivmd  in  the  following  terms :  *'  I  command  yoo," 
fatd  he,  *'  to  treat  publicly  your  retationi  with  the  gmteft 

'  **  marlcs  of  dillinftion,  fince  this  will  reflet  no  fmall  dcgice 
**  of  honour  and  glory  upon  yourfelf:  but  this,"  added  te, 
"  I  believe  yqu  will  not  do.  Iiicreafc  the  number  of  your 
**  freed-men,  and  treat  them  all  with  kindnefs,  astheywiB 
"  be  of  great  fervicc  to  you  in  time  of  adverfity  ;  but  rfiis," 
continued  he,  *'  I  am  gpt  to  thirfk  you  will  ttot  do.  Inliigc 
*'  not  that  part  of  your  capital  created  on  the  eaftera  bank  of 
'*  (he  Tigrif,  as  you  will  never  be  able  to  finifh  it :  but  ilus ," 
faid  he,  ^'  1  know  you  will  attempt.  Never  permit  any  of 
"  your  women  to  intermeddle  In  alTairs  of  ftate,  Jior  to  haTe 
"  too  much  influence  over  your  councils;  but  this,"  fubjolned 
he,  "  I  know  you  will  not  fail  to  do.  Thefc  are  my  lift 
"  commands,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  my  dying  advice ;  and  to 
**  God  I  how  recommend  you."  Then  he  took  his  leaveof 
Aim,  and  they  Were  both  drowned  in  tears.  From  AUd- 
waya  he  went  to  Cifa,  and  then  continued  his  journey,  tha' 
he' grew  wotfc  and  worfe  every  ftacion,  till  he  arrived  atfir 
AfaimHn,  that  is,  the  well,  OTfeuntaia,  of  Maiiiiun,  wlwre 

,  he  expired,  on  the  6th  of  Dhu  Ihajja,  very  early  in  the  mora- 
ing  ;  and  was  carried  from  thence  to  Mecca,  where,  after  an 
hundred -graves  had  been  dug,  that  bis  fepulchre  mtghc  Ik 
concealed,  he  was  interred.  He  lived  fixty-threc,  and  reigwd 
twenty-two  lunar  years,  according  to  /fiu  "Jaafar  AlTeian., 
Sflyliius,  or  S<,'id  ^tn  Batrii,  and  Mu't  Fare].  Ehn  Balrii 
makes  him  to  have  been  fixty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  bratii 
his  death.  With  regard  to  his  perCbn,he  hadaihin  long  beard, 
wastall,  lean,  and  of  a  fwarthy  complexion.  Hcisalfolaii 
to. have  tinged  himfelf  with  fomething that  gave  himadafiiHi 
hue,  and  to  have  changed  the  colour  of  his  grey  hairs  every 
itionth  with  twothoufand  drachms  «f  muflt.     As  to  his  dili»- 

■  fition,  he  was  of  a  moft  fweet  temper  in  private,  and  cdolJ 
bear  even  with  the  impertinences  of  boys ;  but  when  he  ap- 
peared in  public,  arrayed  in  his  royal  robes,  even  all  the  feniof 
part  of  his  fubjeds  ftobd  in  awe  of  him.  Me  wasaprirceof 
vaft  prudence,  integrity,  and  difcrelion,  and  of  a  very  win- 
ning and  amiable  converfation.  He  was  alfo  magnanloKxu 
and  brave,  and  extremely  well  vcrfed  (having  improred  M 
natural  genius  by  long  experience)  in  all  the  aria  of  goveni-  | 
ment.  But  thefe  good  qualities  were  not  a  little  firlW'' V  ' 
fome  of-  a  contrary  nature.  For,  hr  was  co\-etcras  to  ^^'•"* 
degree,  that  feveral  very  ridiculous  ftorici  have  been  told  of 
bim.  He  was  likewifc,  on  fome  occafions,  tniculeot  »"» 
cruel,  of  a  fierce  afpeift,  loaded  fome  of  his  fubjefls  w'J 
irons  on  bare  fufpicion,  and  butchered  others 'of  ihem  "*'* 
{reedinefs  and  pleafure.  He  Icftbehind'him,  in  histreafuryt 
4  600,000,000 
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600,000,000  dirhems,  and  2+,OpO,000  dindn.  We  arc  told 
by  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabari,  that  he  paid  his  cook,  by  afljgning 
him  the  heaJs  and  legs  of  the  animals  drelTed  in  his  kitchen 
(or  his  own  ufc  ;  and  that  he  obliged  this  Tervant  to  procure 
all  the  fuel  and  veflels  he  had  occalion  for  at  his  own  cxpeAce, 
Tlie  following  {lory  of  bim  is  too  remarkable  to  be  palTcd 
over  in  filence  here.  Whilfl  he  rentained  in  a  private  flation, 
and  before  he  was  elevated  td  the  foyereign  dignity  of  Khahf, 
he  ranked  amongft  his  moft  familiar  friends  one  Av.har  ha-  • 

btli^  a  man  of  great  merit,  and  conlJdcred  as  one  of  the  moft 
authentic  doctors  in  all  points  relating  to  traditions.  This 
pcribn  obferving  that  Abu  Jaafar,  when  fctllcd  upon  the 
Ihrone,  did  not  vouchfafe  to  enter  into  any  particular  conver-  ' 
fation  with  him,  as  formerly,  he  rcfolved  to  prefent  hiinfelF 
before  him  at  one  of  his  public  audiences ;  which  he  accord-  , 
ingly  did.  As  Toon  as  (he  Klialif  perceived  himi  he  demanded 
of^im  whitt  he  wanted  there,  jfzhar  anfwered,  that  he  wai 
come  to  congratulate  him,  and  to  rejoice  with  him,  upon  his 
e'evation  to  the  Khalifat.  Abu  Jaafar  immediately  ordered 
him  a  purfe  with  a  thoufand  dinars  in  it,  and  then  difmiJIeil 
him  with  the  following  words :  *'  Don't  give  yourfelf  the 
*'  trouble  to  come  here  any  more."  Notwith  flan  ding  which, 
the  following  ycaT,Azbar  prefcnted  himfelf  again  before  him. 
The  Kbalif  looked  upon  htm  with  a.  very  four  countenance,' 
and  aflced  him  what  brought  him  thither f  Azhar  re^WeA,  "I 
**'  was  informed  that  your  majefty  was  greatly  indifpofed,  and 
■  *'  came  hither,  as  one  of  your  moff  faithfulflavee,  to  inquire 
**  after  your  majcfty's  health."  tlpon  which,  Abu  Jaafar 
ordered  him  another  purfe  with  the  fame  fum  in  it;  and  (iiid 
to  him  roughly  at  parting,  "  Don't  come  to  teizc  me  here 
*'  any  more  hr  the  future."  But  this  did  not  hinder  Axhar 
■from  appearing  before  him  again,  the  following  year.  The 
Khaliff  is  fuon  as  he  faw  him,  faid  to  him,  in  great  wrath,  1 
*«  Wiir you  never  ceafe  to  importune  me?"  ^aMr  anfwer- 
ed,  '*  Formerly  1  never  received  any  thing  but  civilities  from 
•'  your  majefty  i  I  come  therefore  now  to  learn  what  has  oc- 
•'  cafioned  fuch  an  alteration  in  your  condu(3."  To  which 
the  Kbalif  antwered,  "  As  the  civilities,  you  mention  had  no 
*'  manner  of  foundation,  fo  they  left  behind  them  not  the 
*'  leaft  impreSiun  in  my  mind ;  becaufe,  by'not  feeing  you 
•'  as  I  ufed  to  do,  I  have  contrzfled  a  habit  of  not  feeing  you 
"  at  all."  In  fine,  AlManf6r  difmifled  him,  without  giving 
him  any  thing.  This  flory  has  been  handed  down  tg  us  by 
Tafii,  who  telh  ui,  that  the  Kh^if,  by  the  patience  and  li- 
berality exhibited  on  this  occafion,  deviated  from  the  general 
'  courfc  and  tenor  of  his  conduif) ;  as  he  was,  for  the  moft  part, 
both  very  fordid  qnd  avariciou;, and  of  a  hafly  and  palTionate 
temper.. 
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ttinper.  He  ordered  a  tax  ta  be  levied  upoa  tkt  peo^dC  1 
C^fa  of  a  daviaptkf  or  «W(,  a  fmall  inconrulerablc  bra&caii^  I 
a  head»  to  dcTra)^  the  expence  of  digging  a  ditch,  or  iadeidt 
ta^niy  round  the  town,  fur  the  fecurity  of  the  place  ■  for  vWi 
rcafon,  he  was  fumarDcd,  by  way  of  canlempt,  ^tu  DavmAt 
■tbtftttbtroftbt  dawiuek,  pr  obolc,^;  tb<  inbabiuouofihit 
city  '. 
Samrttbtr  Somo  of  the  eaftem  writers  relate,  that  a  dylenteiy,  tt 
ftrtici'  btoody-fluX(  put  a  period  to  thii  Kball/'s  days^.  and  dytthe 
/an  rtlal-  died  at  Muca  j  though  the  latter  notion,  however  po^tdf 
i»g  It  ^im.  ailerted,  wai  undoubtedly,  a  miftakc.  KheHdtftur  rqnti, 
that,  a  few  days  before  he  wts  attacked  by  the  malidy  tkit 
carried  hino/  oS,  be  found  four  AraiU  verfos  infchbcd  ^ 
on  a  wall,  wbich  gave  him  great  uneaiincfs  i  the  purptRof 
whith  was  to  the  following  ene^ :  '■'■  O  dhu  "Jo^^r^  the  dv 
('  of  your  death  is  come!  Your  d&ya  arc  dcccrm^,  ui 
*'  God's  irrevocable  decree  is  arrived.  Confult  at  Rianya- 
"  %finy  foochfaycrs,  divinen,  and  aQrologerc,  as  you  pMti 
*'  your  time  is  fuen  to  expire,  &nd  iha  thread  of  yoor  BftU 
*'  be  cut  by  the  diftemper  that  is  to  prove  fatal  to  you."  1\A 
yerfcs  mentioned  aftrologers,  becaule  the  KhaHfy  wbo  VM 
bimfelf  well  verfed  in  the  jutowtedge  of  the  ftarj,  had  alff*^ 
Ibme  philofophcrs.&nd  mathematiciani  about  him.  Acooidiag 
to  Ahu  Jaafgr  Al  T«Urri,  At  Ma^&r  difcovercd,  writtn  uj- 
pn  the  wall  of  a  caravanfcra,  or  inn,  four  other  verib  is 
Ptrficf  the  fenfe  of  which  was  3»  follows :  *<  The  IciDgdooi 
**  and  riches  of  this  world  are  not  given,  but  poly  lent  lA 
**  Let  no  onv,  therefore,  think  himfelf  furc  t^  thcmt«rnlK 
"  himfelf  too  highly  upon  account  of  the(n>  Wbocm&u* 
"  bis  heart  upon  them,  and  places  his  chief  confidefloe  ia 
**  them*  will  be  coverfd  with  flume*  when  be  is  oblipd  o 
**  return  them  to  him  from  whom  he  received  theBi."  Sow 
autbon  inform  ut,  that  this  ££»///"«  govanors  of£^a- 
~  iBueA  fuch  enormoua  fums  of  money,  by  way  of  tribute,  of 

the  people  of  tbf  t  coimtry,  not  fparisg  even  the  pooreft  ini- 
£cers  and  meanell  mechanics,  that  they  were  reduced  to  the 
(ixtreraeft  poverty,  and  forced  to  feed  upon  dogs  an'l  dcatf  !»- 
diea.  Al  Meafur  and  Cmjant'tne  Cafriitpma,  the  Grni ca* 
peror,  are  both  faid  to  have  died  wttiiln  the  couri*  of  diefuK 
.year.  The  fornur  underftood  the  M»lmnim*Jan  law  better  ibM 
mofl  of  hu  age,  having  been  inflruSed  therein  by  iume  'i 
the  moft,  celebrated  Mtfitm  do^rs,  whom  he  ^otl/ho- 

<  Greg.  AbuY-Faxaj,  ubi  fdp.  p.  119,  zao.  'Aiv  ]«*'*.* 
Al  Taba*.  AlMakii),  ubifup.  p.io^H  fiuTvc^.  nbifupMp^ 
4QI.  Ebn  ShohhaHi  Yafii,Dioh.  Tsui  arihs,  apod  jot- ^ 
ASemaa,  ubi  fup.  p.  it6.  uc  etipfejos.  Sui.  AtiiXAH. iin'- 
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nouFcd,  and^id  not  think  it  beneath  him  to  be  iobkfcd  u{>at)  il 
abeir  fbholar,  cVcn  after  bis  elevation  to  the  Khat^t.  Not- 
tvithftanding  die  averfion  that  reigned  between  the  houfes  of 
Al  Jbhdt  aiKl  Ommijuh^  Al  Menjkr  frankly  owned  that  the 
XiaUfi  of  tbe  fomier  family  had  three  advaniages  ovbr  bim  % 
fiift,  in  finding  fuch  a  generfl,  and  governor  of  a  province^ 
as  Jllin^j  J  fccondly,  iii  being  ferved  by  fuch  a  fccretary  ai 
jfittal  tiatnid;  and",  ihhdly,  in  meeting  with  fu^h  a  Muidh- 
^tbittt  or  erkr,  as  Al  Baaiitii.  This  Khalifs  counfeHors  werd 
jfiu  Atiya  Ai  Bibtli,  Ay&i  At  A£arzaidni,  whom  he  put  to 
dca^  (or  aiTuming  to  himlelf  too  much  power,'and  his  fcrvanf 
H^i.  Tbe  captains  of  his  guards  vitn.Ab^alJabar  Eba 
jtthdab-MbmaH  Al  AzdS,  Bin  Caah  Ebn  Mitfa  //  Tamim,  and  At 
JkbJaiyeiAlZahiri;  hii  judges  Ab^allab  Ebn  MohaTrtmid  Ehn 
$afu>m,  Sharii  EbnAbd'aUab,  Al  Ha/an  EbiiAmara,  and  Al 
A^ejiSj  Ebn  Artab ;  his  chamberlains  itabi,  'I/a,  Al  Hatib,  his 
fevanti,  Abi^lKbati6AfarxBt,ind  AlRabt^hls freedthen.  His 
brother's foD,  Ibrahim  EbnTaf^ Ebn  Mohammed,  fard  theufual 
prayers  at  the  time  of  his  interment.  Tbe  iirft  day  of  his  reigil* 
vras  Matiddj^  and  the  lift  Saturdaf.  The  mtofl  illultrious  anions 
of  this  prince,  according  to  Jbme  of  tbe  oriental  hiHotians,  wcrd 
the  coDqucfts  of  Armmh,  Cilicia,  and  Cappatlieia ;  to  which 
othen  add  the  eteftion  of  the  famous  city  of  Baghdad.  Wtf 
are  told  by  Sin  Shshnah,  that,  when  he  took  his  final  leave  of 
bis  fon  Al  Mibdi,  he  made  ufe  of  the  following  tetms :  "  t 
•*  was  bom,"  my  fon,  "  in  the  month  6f  Dha'lhajja ;  I 
"  was  proclaimed  Kbalif  in  the  fame  month  j  and  I  aitl 
*'  ftrongly  inclined  to  believd  that  I  (ball  die  in  itj  for  which, 
•*  mfon,  \  am  now  endeavouring  to  perform  my  laft  pil- 
**  grimage,  in  order  tp  be  rendered  a  ptoper  object  of  tbe  di- 
•*  vine  meicy." 

3  E  c  t.  xxin. 

WHEK  Abu  JaafiD-  Al  ManJU'r  e«pi?ed  at  btr  MaOnSn,  A\  Unit 
he  had  only  his  domeflics,  and  Rabi,  his  itetA-man,mi>taiii  ibt 
trith  faun.     Thfc  latter  of  thefe,  for  fdme  tim^,  kept  his  death  iirann 
concealed,  snd  pietcnded  to  have  a  conference  with  hitn;^^^^i 
in  which,  as  he  gafe  out,  the  Kbalif  commanded  him  xof^t^ 
exaS  tbe  oath  of  allegiance  to  ;flAft»A',  hiJ  fon,  ai  his  im-Ab»Ja*' 
mediate  fucceflbr,  and  to  Ifd  Ebn  M&fa^  bis  coUrui-gerrtian,^^  '^' 

*  Oald.  AivVFjIkaJ,  ubi  fnp.  p.  aa.  kH&riOBMiR,  tll- 
oiamsT.  Aau  Jaafak  Al  TA««ii-  Al  Ma£im,  ubi  fup.  p. 
164,  10^.- EtfTTca.  ubi  fup.  Thiophah.  ubifup.  p.  3;^.  Dto- 
RTs.  TiLMAKiRS.  Bpud  Jof.  Sim.  Allemao.  ubi  fup.  p.  1 16.  uf 
et  ipfe  Jds.  Sim.  Aiseuas.  ibid.  £ih  ShoHAah,  A'HaaatiM 
BibRotb.  orient,  art,  JMai/^r,  p.  jet,  cjj. 
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^  Bi  the  next  apparent  he\r  of  the  crown,  of  aD  thm  pttfai; 
whkh  having  done,  he  difmiiled  them,  and,  ibon  aftaAt 
coDclufMin  of  tipat  ceremony,  communicated  to  then  tkc 
news  of  Al  Manfur'h  dcith.  He  alfo  difpatched  a  com 
to  AlMohdi,  wiih  advice  of  that  event,  and  of  the  firfiflc; 
that  had  be>:n  taken  at  Bir  Meimtin  in  his  favour.  Upmthe 
arrival  of  the  courier  at  Baghdad,  then  the  rcfidence  of  tbii 
prince,  he  was  unanimoufly  proclaimed  Khclif  by  the  inb- 
bilants  of  that  city.  This  courier  was  M»nara,  one  of  die 
late  Khalifa  fervaitU.  >  Some  of  the  ea'dern  writers  inrann 
us,  that  0/rtm  Mtifa,  Mohammed  Al  Mehdi'i  mother,  was  tbc 
daughter  of  Ji  Manfur  Ebn  Abd'allcb  Ebn  Sahar  Al  Htm 
yari,  or  of  the  tribe  of  Hamyar.  Ifa  Ebn  Mujoy  as  focd 
H^  the  news  of  Al  Manf&r's  death  was  imparted  t3  him,  b^ 
gan  to  entertain  thoughts  of  fettiiig  up  for  Itimfelf  at  Cf/ii 
whtrc  he  then  rcfided  ;  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  e«M- 
tiun  of  his  fcheme,  foitified  himfelf  in  that  city.  But.* 
Mobdi^  having  beta  apprized  of  his  intended  defe^on,  fan 
Ji)-j  flcrc:ra,  with  a  detachment  of  1000  horfc,  to  bring  iiiai 
to  Hughdid ;  wliicli  being  done,  Al  Mohdl  not  only  prevailco 
upon  him  to  recognize  his  auihority,  but  likewife  perfojtW 
Itirn  to  re!iiiquiih  his  right  to  the  fuccelHoli,  in  favour  of'bii 
<i;>n  ^'.n(a  Al  tiadi,  for  the  fum  of  1 0,000,  or,  according  to  tune 
or  the  MS.  copies  oi  Abu'l-Faraj^  10,000,000,  dinin.  Sow 
after  the  new  Khali fs  aCceffion,  one  Yufrf  Ebn  IbraianM 
Tuzam,  declaring  againll  AlAitbdi,  alTemhled  in  KhtTip** 
body  of  troops,  in  ordcf  to  difpute  the  Khalifat  with  him.  Tiiii 
impoftor,  pretending  to  a£t  the  prophet,  feauced  a  great  mi"' 
her  of  AlMohJt's  fuujcds  at  Bufa.,  or  Bffa,  probab!ytJie/'r/« 
of  Ahalfida,  an  auticnt  city  of  Perfia,  about  ten  parafing)  »1- 

_  moft  eaft  of  Ejlair^  or  JJla\hra,-w)\z:t:  he  firft  fet  up  his  fcuJin!. 
The  Khahf,  therefore,  fcnt  an  army  againft  him,  which  iolitdy 
(IcfcAtjJ  b;m,  difperfed  alt  his  followers,  and  brought  tiin 
bound  to /^/iWoWi;  by  whofe  order  he  was  publictly  cnici- 
...  -  (led  at  Soghdud,  According  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabtiri,  *J 
Yiipf  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  TaxMm  was  governor  of  A^Ajra/aei  ti»', 
'if  we  will  believe  Alu"l-Fardj^  he  firft  fet  up  for  apropW" 

.  Buj'ii,  and  .was  overthrown  \iy  Ttzid Ebn  Yizid^  one  of ■^' 
Mo'jJi'b  moll  experienced  generals.  We  mull  not  ioigi  to 
olifL-rve,  [hat  Al /ylarjir's  name  at  lengA,  with  his  whcle fur- 
name  iiitiiexsi\  10  it,  W35  Abtl'alluh  Ebn  Mohammed  Eta  ^'i  ^^  -  . 
A:.a\d;ub  Ebn'rl  AUui  Alu  Jnajhr  At  Manjur  ;  though  tte  ! 
,  f'ril  part  oF  his  name,  Ab^aliah,  has  been  denied  him  bv  h- 
■  ' gius.  It  rr^ofi  alfo  le  remarked,  that  Bufa,  Be/a,  01  Frfi, 
was  ill  the  earlier  timts  acitVof  a  very  coniiderable  extent'. 
't  nnrc.   AnL-'L-FARAj.ubi   fup.   p.  2:;.   .\iv   J^af««  M 

TALARUAl.-i\!AlllN,    LUllLp':p,.|CS.    EuTl'tll,LlMflip.p.4«'>. 
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-  In  the  X59ih  ycarof  the  Hejrot  M  Mobdi  z^pointtA  Mi-Th  htaht 
'bammid  Ebn  Soiiman,  the  ^yriauy    governor  of  Egypt;  hufiaie an 
•prcrcnt|y  removed  him  from  ihac  exalted  poft,  and  fuhftitut^d'*'*"'^''* 
Jduja  Ebn  AH  in  his  room.     It  appears  from  Thiephants,  Out ''""  '''f 
a  body  of  Jl  Mohdi's  troops  made  an  incuriion  into  the  im-  ""^^'■''  _ 
peiial  territories,  and  carried  off  with  them  fomc  MtJItm  pri-  ""■''""""'> 
ioncrs,  that  had  been  confined  in  a  cave  called  Caufn^  the 
prefcnt  year  ■■. 

Th  e  foUowing  year,  being  the  1 60th  of  the  Mejlem  tera,  ^,  //^,. 
the  Khallf  lent  Ifa  Ebn  Luktn&n  Al  yonijom'i  to  govern  in  >wife  eu- 
■^gypt,  in  the  room  of  AJufa  Ebn  AH,  difpatchcd  thither  for  otbrr,  tbi 
the  fame  purpofe  the  pieceding  year,  whom  he  thought  fit  xoftllrniing 
riepofc.     The  Arab  forces,  under  the  command  of  Othmanytar. 
£bfi  Kaka,  one  of  the  Mcfiim  generals,  according  to  Thei-  ■ 

fhanei,  made  another  irruption  into  the  dominions  of  the 
Gretk  emperor,  plundered  in  a  dreadful  manner  the  country 
through  which  they  moved,  and  conduced  from  thence  fe- 
vcral  prifonen  into  the  MoJIcm  territories,  likewifc  this  year '. 

The  next  year,  being  the  i6ift  of  \ht:Hejra,  the  Cliri'  TbtChti- 
yUanSi  if  we  will  believe  Theopbana,  invaded  Syria  with  anfliapiiir. 
army  of  100,000  men,  and  defeated   a  hoiy  i>(  Afabt  thatvaiiSy- 
pretended  to  oppofe  .them ;  of  whom  they  killed  five  Ernirs,  ria. 
or  pri/xipal  officers,  and  2coo  men,  upon  the  fpot.     At  this 
time,  feveraW(r:&;'jni  came  out  of  the  mint  ercdled  axBafra; 
one  of  which  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  iXjn/z/'i,f,  oii    ' 
the  coaft  of  the  Baltick,  in  the  year  1722  ;  a  particular  de- 
fcription  of  which  has  been  given  us  hy  the  learned  M.  Kehr. 
This  dirhim  exhibits  on  the  anterior  part  the  following  words, 
Bel  Bafrata  ahdayni  waftttina  vjomcaitn  1  that  is,  At  B'afra, 
in  the  tbiR.  year  sf  the  ne]ti;  and,  on  the  reverfe,  J^aAuwi- 
medon  rafUh'Uahi,  falla-Uaha  alayhi  toafalhma  ;  Mohammed  it 
the  apejile  of  God  ;  may  GoD  be  prspitiaui  la  him,  and  make 
bin  happy  /    After  which  come,  the  words,  Al  Khalfai  «-/" 
A4ahdi}ye  Mohammed,  In  the  Khalifat  ef  Al  Mohdi,  or  il'hen 
Al  Mohdi  Mohammed  twi  Khaiif.     With  regard  to  Ba/ra^ 
il  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  our  readers,  that  this  cii^ 
was  built  by  /tba  Ebn  Ardr,  at  the  command  of  the  Khahf 
Omar,  in  the  15th  ycarof  the Hejm,  and  confcqucnily  can-       , 
not  be  deemed  a  place  of  very  high  antiquity.     It  is  at  prefent 
a  very  famous  empory  of  the  .eafl,  and  ftands  upon  a  thick 
ftony  foil,  as  the  word  Safra  itfelf  denotes,  about  a  day  and 
403.  j'is.Siu.  AtiEHAH.  ubifup.  p.  116.  pA«iU9,ad£n.Clirift. 
775.  EiH  Arraheb,  in  Chronic,  orienul.  p.  72.  Gomi  rot.  ad 
^Ifrag^n.  p.  114,  ii;.  *  Abo  Jaafak  Aj-Tabar.  At 

MAKiH.obi'fup.  p.  io5.  TMEoPiiAN.chfonograph.  p  378.      • 

»  A71U  JaafakAlTabar.  At  Makih,  ubifup.  Theoijjan. 
tbi  fcp.  p.  380. 
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half's  journey  from  one  ofthe  mouths  of  the  T^frii,  by  ulich 

that  river  empties  itfelF  into  the  Perfian  gulph,  doxuiuncJ  1 

lilcewifc  from  this  town  the  bay  of  Bafr'a.    It  is  Gtua(ed,b^ 

twrcen  Pirfta  and  Jrabia,  in  the  extremity  of  tbe  dcfiiti  ft 

Irak,  a  little  to  the  weft  of  the  Tigris,  and  vus  iiift  fowde! 

for  the  fake  of  carrying  on  more  coinaiodioufly  an  tXUaSm 

*  commerce  between  the  Syriarti,  Araiiffft,  Ptrfians,  ani  It- 

diant,.    The  circumjacent  tra£l  is  looked  upoa  by  Acfrab 

M  one  of  the  mdft  delightful  fpots  oiAJui,  and  cv^  npnt 

of  the  moll  beautifiji  gardens  in  the  world.  Howerer,tbeb<it 

burning  winds,  that  frequently  blow  there,  are  very  miHt- 

fome  to  travellers,  and  fomettmcs  overwhelm  them  withinfn- 

I      tains  of  fand,  driven  by  the  force  of  thefe  winds  out  cf  tlx 

neighbouring  dcfarts.    The  tity  is  inhabited  hyJatthUa,  AV- 

Jitrtam,  CaiheHcs,  Jnus,  MohammtianSy  »nd  G/^i^canQgi- 

Jiiam,  commonly  called  Chri/iiaiis  of  Si.  yahn.,  ivho  are  petj 

numerous  here.  The  Arabs,  according  to  Mulftda,  rdbrtdu 

a  ftreetofS<i/rfl,  denominated  Mirbod  Jl Bajra,  la^iiiiiji, 

from  all  parts,  ip  order  to  repeat  both  their  profaic  and  poetiaJ 

performances.     Bafra  has  fent  out  many  pcrfons  of  piofcuJ 

erudition;  fome  ot  the  principal  of  which  were  JJ Hfnth 

whufe  ftile  in  elegance  is  fuppoftd  to  excel  even  that  of  th 

Koran  ;  Ha/an  Al  Bafri,  who  Was  fcrvant  to  Omm  Sabn,  <« 

of  the'prophet's  wives,  who  gave  him  her  own  breafts  wtui) 

whilllhismotbcr  was  employed  in  her  fervice,  afinnotufebc- 

laftic  divine,  that  kept  a  fchool  At  Bafra,  and  wrote  apWt 

intitled,  Neile  Traditions ;  containing  all  the  princip>l  O*'' 

tionary  precepts  of  the  Majlem  law  j  Abu  IJbat  Ifined,  »*" 

penned  a  treatife  concerning  the  law  and  ftatutes  of  the  m^ 

rnn  ;  TaM  Ebn  Ibrahim,  chanceDor  to  the  Kbati/i  JIW* 

and  Harin  Al  Rnjhid,  who  compofed  a  piece  CQnc;erning  tK 

qualities  requifite  to  form  a  Kadi,  or  judge;  Abu  Bier  M*- 

hammid,  who  left  behind  him  a  collection  of  narrations, «  m- 

rieni  hifloriesj  Htidt Ebn  Tahyay  who  publiflied  a  pi«t  "(W 

the  ecctcfiaflical  laws  of  the  Muflems,  relating  to  mofi]W"°^ 

»    hufpitals,  founded  for  the  bcnelit  of  uavellers  andftnu^j 

and  Ahu  Sa'ld  Omar,  who  compofed  a  treatife  upon  ihe^'' 

poetrv.  There  is  alfo  at  Bafra  a  famous  college,  ot  acadflJiJi 

foimded  by  Nezam  Al  Melt,  the  Fifir,  or  JVazir,  ofMi^ 

eddin  Abu'lfttah  Main  Shah,  the  third  Soltdn  of  the  &';«*'« 

Iran,  called  the  college,  or  .-cademy,  of  Nex^im.    At  dm  ■ 

time,  the  city  we  are  fpeaking  of  is  faid  to  be  a  (loiiriflirng  W' 

of  litetature,  tho'  inferior  in  number  of  academics  toDrmpt 

or  Damafcui,  and  Kaira,  or  Al  Kahirah  \  ihc  laHw  of  f^ 

places,  it  we  will  believe  a  certain  writer,  contains  no  leftthw 

12,000  Mchammtdan  ftudents.  ifiT/J-fl  ftands,  according  tolM 

calculation  of  the  Arabit  tables,  \\    '  "      '      "•  " 
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00'.  Th<  city  of  Bagbdidy  tho'  fo  lately  rreaeJ,  flouriftxd 
gHaitly  this  y«r.  Befides  £6n  Na/Jdr's  hiftory  of  Baghdad, 
uicitlcdT*rt'»  ^i)j  Wyytfr  jfl  Baghdad!,  there  is  alfo  another 
Mftorj'  of  this  capital,  to  which  we  find  prefixed  ihc  title  of 
TariSJ  BcgbMdf  that  is,  thi  bijiorfy  or  annahy  tf  Baghdad, 
eottfiftijlg  of  n6  left  than  ten  volumes.  The  Tariih  Atjbbat 
ahb  nwnatUu  it  in  feVeral  places,  as  do  in  like  manner  all  the 
Plttfim  and  Arabian  gtographei?.  To  the  learned  men  pro- . 
duoed  by  tHis' metropolis,  already  taken  notice  of,  we  may  add 
JfbMtd  'Bhh  Ahmti  Al  Bagbdidi  Khatl^  Al  Hafa&y  Mamar 
£hi  A^I&aid  At  Sagbdadi  Al  Obeidabf  Al  Imam  M^aitmtd 
jttBt'glidadi,3jiSo^eiii  an  enumeration  of  whofe  names  our 
readers  wiy  not  exped  to  meet  with  here  ''. 

In  the  ifiad  year  of  the/fc/Va,  the  KhaUf  Al Mabdi  re-Tit  Arabs 
vhiovisA  f/a  £hn  Lahnm  Al  yamjani  from  the  government  oianJcrttikt 
£pfl>  and  fubflituted  Wadih  £bn  Al  Manfur  in  his  room. «» '*?'rf'V 
Ao^in  the  fame  time,  he  commanded  Hajan,  one  of  his  ge- ''»«_ 
nerals,  to  march  into  Phrygia,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  "£"1'' . 
artny,  to  revenge  thelofshehad  fuftained,  when  the  imperial  J,,  *'''"" 
fiSrCes'broEe  into  Sjria  the  laft  year.     Hajhn,  in  purfuiince  of  "**■"* 
bis  orc^s,  advaoMd  to  Doryheum  in  that  country,  invel^ed  it, 
aAd'attacKed  it  for  Icvcntecn  days  with  incredible  fury.  '  Buc 
fiodUighimfelf,  at  the  end  of  that  tenn,  greatly  diHrcHed  for 
«raht'  of  provifioiis,  and  all  his  forage  conlumed,   he  was 
■   obliged  to  decamp  from  thence,    and  retire  to  Amsrium  \ 
which  town  likewitc  for  one  whole  day  he  dofely  befleged. 
But  being' informed,  that  the  place  wa<i  amply  furniOied  with 
aH  kinds  of  provifions  and  military  (lores,  belules  a  numerous 
gaiilbn  to  defend  it,  he  thought  fit  to  raife  the  Cege,  and  re- 
turn home.     The  imperial  troops  were  not  ilrong  enough  to 
barafi  him  in  his  retreat  i  notwithflanding  whicli,  he  1o{t  a 
very' cohridcrable  number  of  men,  without  the  lca{t  advantage 
gained,  this  unfortunate  campaign '. 

The  following  year,  being  the  163d  '<tf  the  Htjroy   Alandtof 
Mabdi  fent  his  hn  Harjn  At  Rejhidy  who  was  afterwards  e/i/r  r/« 
Kbalify  with  a  formidable  atmV,  to  undertake  an  expeditiun/tZ/nvin; 
againft  theGr^ftfx.     The  jKW//"  attended  his  fon  Harm  pattjear. 
a  the  way,  and  then  took  his  leave  of  him ;  appointing  Ta- 
hya  Ebn  KhdUd  Ebn  Barmac,  his  counfdlor,  to  aifift  him  with 
his  advice.   Bowever,  he  afterwards  joined  him  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  HaUb,  01  Aleppo ;  tho'  it  does  not  cenainly  appear, 

*■  THEoPHiH.  ubi  fop-  Tabikh  Ebh  Najjar,  Takhk 
Baoiidad,Takikh  Al  Aibas,  Isu.  Abulfed.  Jos.  Siu.  .'^de- 
UAH.dlJTest  de  MoDophyfit.  Sharif  Al  Edrisi,  Golii  not.  ad 
'Alfragao.  p.  11^-123.  Giokc.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  8 — 1>, 
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that  he  W2S  prefeot  :tc  any  of  the  military  operations.    On 

the  contrary,  we  find'it  intimated  by  Tbeiphanes^  thzt  heltft 
the  army,  ami,  wentto  ywa/ii/fm,  before  the  opening  of  the 
campaign.  H:.tu>i,  afier  he  had  conferred  with  histathcrn 
the  plains  of  Dabek,  advanced  to  Samakk,  battered  that  fcrt- 
refs  with  his  catapults,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it  after 3S 
days  (icgc  ;  tho',  when  he  entered  the  place,  he  found  it  litde 
better  than  a  heap  of  ruins.  After  the  redu£tion,  or  litha 
dertruflion,  of  this  town,  Harun  returned  home  ;  contentit^ 
himfdf  with  the  glnrjr  he  had  acquired.  We  learn  from7%f- 
pbeinci,  that  the  K'l^alif  raifed  a  violent  perfecution  apinft 
both  the  ChrlJ/iam  and  Jrws  fettled  at  Hmi,  and  in  otbet 
parts  of  his  dominions,  this  year  "', 
AlMo-  About  the  fame  time,  there  happened  another  event, thit, 

kanna  according  to  Abu'l-Faraj,  not  a  littic  embaraOcd  the£^a^a 
rtieZf  .  affairs.  One  Haiem  Ebn  Hajhem,  originally  of  Mtrii,  a 
"i"'^  A'i5;ff/i'«,  who  had  been  an  under- fecrctary  to  AiuJlfaJun),At 
ibe  Kha-  gQ^ernor  of  that  province,  and  afterwards  turned  fddicr, 
paffed  thence  into  AJavjard'lnahr^  where  he  gave  himfelf  Ott' 
for  a  prophet.  He  is  generally  named  by  the  jfrab  writetsif 
Mokanua,  and  fometimes  Al  Beriai^  that  is,  tbe  vailed,  he- 
caufc  he  ufed  to  cover  his  face  with  a  vail,  or  a  gilded  mafk, 
to  conceal  his  deformity,  having  loft  an  eye  in  the  wars,  ind 
being  othcrwife  of  a  defpicahle  appearance  ;  tho'  his  followen 
pretended  he  did  it  for  the  fume  reafon  as  Mofis  did,  vh.  \A 
the  fplcndorof  his  countenance  fhould  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the 
beholders.  He  made  a  great  many  profelytes  at  Ndkhjhab  kA 
Kajh,  deluding  the  people  with  feveral  juggling  perform ancd 
which  they  fwal lowed  for  miracles,  and  particularly  by  cauf- 
ing  the  appearance  of  a  moon  to  rife  out  of  a  well  for  nun/ 
nights  together ;  whence  he  was  alfo  called,  in  the  Perpi* 
tongue,  Sazendeb  mah,  or  the  mean-maker.  .  This  impiout  ib- 
podor,  not  content  with  being  reputed  a  prophet*  atrogawi 
to  himfelf  divine  honours,  pretending  that  the  Deity  rdidcd 
in  his  perfon  :  and  the  doflrine  whereon  he  built  this  was  (ie 
fame  with  that  of  the  Ghddita^  who  affirmed  a  tranfmigra- 
tion,  or  fucccflive  manifeftation,  of  the  Divinity  through  and 
in  certain  prophets  and  holy  men,  from  Adam  to  thefe  Utm 
days  (of  which  opinion  was  alfo  Abu  McJUm  hipifclf;)  Iw' 
the  particular  "doilrine  of  Al  Mokaima  was,  that  the  perfon  in 
whom  the  Deity  uad  laft  refided  was  the  aforefaid  AhuU^' 
lem^  and  that  the  fame  had,  fince  his  death,  paflcd  intahrm- 
felf.  The  faaioii  of  Al  Makanna,  who  had  "made  himfdf 
mader  of  feveral  fortified  places  in  the  neighbourhoijd of  ^ 
cities  above  mentioned,  growing  daily  more  and  more-powo* 
ful,  the  Khohf  was  at  length  obliged  to  \uA  an  army  to  if 
■  (idf  sn  ibid. 
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duce  bim  ;  at  the  approach  whereof  <f/  Moianna  retired  into 

one  of  hia  ftrong  fortrelTes,  which  he  had  ^vell  provided  for  a         ' 

liege,  and  Tent  his  emifTaries  abroad  to  perfuade  people  that  he 

raifed  the  dead  to  life,  and  knew  future  events.     But  being 

ftraitly^  befiegcd  by  the  Kbalift  forces,  when  he  found  there    . 

was  no  pofnbility  for  him  to  efcape,  he  gave  poifon  in  wine  to 

his  whole  fiimily,  and  all  that  uej-e  with  him  in  the  caJlle, 

and,  when  they  were  dead,  he  burnt  their  bodies,  together 

with  their  cluaths  and  all  the provifions,  and  catile;  and  then, 

10  prevent  his  own  body's  being  found,  he  threw  himfelt"  into  ■ 

the  flames,  or,  as  otbera  fay,  into  a  tCil>  of  aqMi  fortis,  or 

f(Mne  other  preparation,  wht>.h  confumed  every  part  of  him, 

except  only  his  hair :  To  that  when  the  befiegers  entered  the 

place,  they  found  no  creature  in  it  favc  one  of  Jl  AJcienna'a 

concubines,  who,  fufpe£ling  his  deiign,  had  hid  herfelF,  and 

di&overed  the  whole  matter.     This  contrivance,  however, 

foiled  not  to  produce  the  efie£l  which  the  inipoftor  deftsined 

amongA  the  remaining  patt  of  his  followers ;  for  he.  had  pro- 

mifed  them  that  his  fouS  fhould  tranfmigrate  Into  the  form  of 

a  grey-headed  man,  riding  on  a  greyiOi  beaJl ;  and  that,  aTtcr 

fo  many  years,  he  would  return  to  them,  and  give  them  (he 

earth  for  their  poffeflion  :  the  expeflation  of  which  promife 

kept  the  iei\  in  being  for  fevcral  ages  after,  under  the  name  of         • 

Mtbtyfi^itft,  or,  ^s  the  Pirjians  cail  them,  .Sefid jamehghion, 

i.  e.  the  cioaibed  in  tvhiie,  bccaufe  they  wore  their  garmenis  of  . 

that  colour,  in  oppofition,  as  is  fuppofcd,  to  the  KbaVifi  of 

the  family  of  Al  Abbai^  whofe  banners  and  habits  were  black. 

We  moft   not  forget  to  obferve,  that  Al  Mohdt  removed  Al 

ManjuT  Ebn  Yezid  Al  Raghbi,  who  fucceeded  IVad'tb  Ebn  Al 

Manjur  in  that  port,  from  the  fsiivernment  of  Ei-ypi,  and  fub- 

flitutcd^iu  SuUhEbtt  Ahiatlah  Al'JawnaBt  in  iiis ■place". 

Thb  next  year,  being  the  164th  of  the  Hijra,  after  Abu  Hjrijo  Al 
5a'jV,  Al  /WeiWi's  general,  had  reduced  /// A/ej^unna's  faction  R^*^'"* '■' 
to  the  obedience  of  the  Kbalif,  Ibrahim  Ehn  ZMth  Ebn  All  Ehn  '"'"'"  <^' 
AbSaUah  Ebn  Al  Abbas  was  fent  to  ptcfide  ever  Egypt.     The  '^y'""' 
fime  jFcar,  the  AA<j///"  ordered  his  fon  HanUi  Al  Rajhtd  10  pe   '-^/Jf  '"* 
netrac  into  the  CUtytian  territories,  » iih  an  army  of  95,000  K^fl^ 
men.    Hariin,  having  entered  the  domiiuons  of  the  tmprefs 
Irene,  defeated  one  of  her  commanders,  that  had  advanced  at 
theh^adof  her  forces  to  oppofehim;  tho',  according  to  TAm- 
phanej,  the  Grukt  gained  the  advantage  in  ihat  aflion.    Aftir 
this  overthrow,  Harua  laid  feveral  of  the  imperial  provinces 

■  Gmc.  Abo'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  2z6.  Khondemir,  T.r.H 
Shohhah,  Aul.  LkbTarikh,  vel  Lebtarikh,  Abu  Jaafar 
AlTabar.  AlMakin,  D'Herbbi..  Bihhoih.  orient.  ^tt.H:iem 
im  Hajchim,  p.  4)1,413.  k  A\t.  Mah^dt,  p.  5,0. 
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tnftf  with  fire  and  Twoid,  Tprnd  a  terror  over  tbe  left.  Ml- 
fanned  eycn  the  ciCf  of'Cen/70n/i(70^/eitfelf.  HiUiDdacal 
^he  emprefs  /r/w  to  purchaTe  &  peace  of  the  JOMtUf^  hj  ^M- 
ing  to  pay  him  an  annua]  tribute  of  70,000  pieces  of  ^Ut 
which,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  delivered  hei  fubjedi  from  the 
courfes  and  depredations  of  the  Jfrabs.  After  the  fign)i%  of 
fi)e  treaty,  Harun  returned  home,  loaded  with  fpoiis,  and 
'  covered  with  gloiy.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  jff 
Makanna^  or  Hqktm,  of  whom  we  have  fpoken  lb  \angij 
^bove,  is  denominated  Htfktm  Ebn  Atha  by  one  of  the  e^mni 
hiftorians.  It  has  been  remarlced  by  f<Mne  of  the  oriental 
writers,  that,  one  day  in  the  laft  Arab  month  of  tfaU  yev* 
the  fun,  a  little  after  nis  rifing,  totally  loft  his  light,  in  a  mo- 
ment, without  being  ectipfcd  ;  when  neither  any  fi^,  noi-aiijr 
cloud  of  duft,  appeared  to  obfcure  him.  The  rtightfti]  ilaffc- 
nefs,  occafioned  by  this  furprizrng  event,  continitcd  tifi  ntma, 
to  the  great  aflonifhpient  of  the  people  fetded  in  the  conntnc* 
where  it  happened.  The  fame  authors  likewife  obferve,  thai 
no  account  of  any  prodigy  like  this  has  been  inuifmitted  down 
to  us  by  any  of  the  hiflorians  of  former  ages  "■ 
Abu  H4-  Ih  the  1 65th  year  cf  the  Hejra,  commencing  Aug.  26th,T8i, 
m.fa'-iJeO.  the  HanifittSy  or  Hantfitu,  of  whole  founder  Abit  Hanlfa  Al 
«  Necfiiln  tbn  Tbaltt  we  have  already  given  our  readers  adiflinfi 
account,  made  a  confide'rable  figure  I'n  and  about  the  ci^  of 
Baghdad-  To  what  has  ahcady-becn  fiiid  of  that  cclcbrRed 
Stiinite  doctor,  we  fhall  here  beg  leave  to  add  tlie  following 
particular*.  Mahe  Ebn  Am,  the  author  of  the  fecond  ortho- 
dox fe£t  of  (he  MoJUtnii  who  was  born  at  Mtd'iHa,  being  once 
engaged  in  converfation  with  Abu  Hanif^,  who  was  a  native 
oiCupty  tuld  him,  that^Y^'  hid  obfcrved  thitCufam  to  be 
guarrelfom  and  fcditious ;  to  which  Abu  Hanifa  rqilied,  tbw 
the  people  ofM«^na  were  taxed  with  hypocrify  by  the  £•- 
foti :  which  little  raillery,  that  pafled  between  two  fucfa  great 
men,  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  one  of  the  more  rep^ftt- 
^ble  Mejkm  writers,  pother  of  them  informs  us,  that,  ac* 
cording  to  the  feniimcnts  of  this  doifior,  thofc  points  that 
haveoccn  imparted  to  \a  byGop  and  his  prophet  ^vAamm^, 
are  to  be  ceceived  with  intirc  rubmlllion  ;  of  thofe  that  have 
been  handed  down  to  future  ages  by  the  Companions,  or 
cotemporaries,  of  the  prophet,  the  bcfl  are  to  be  chofen ;  but 
that  with  regard  to  tt^  tenets  and  opinions  of  the  dodors  who 
fdllowed  theqi,  raen  arc  at  liberty  either  to  admit  or  rejeA  ' 
them,  as  thp  pe^ fons  frotn  ^hoiii  they  come  were  weak  and 
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fvBible  l!be  ouriHves-  Htfein  ff'aezy  in  his  commcniar}'  upon 
ttacA^ox,  relates,  that  Atu  Hanifa,  having  once  received  a 
btKC  on  the  ear,  laid  to  the  perfon  who  had  the  tementy  U).' 
pye  it  him, "  I  could  return  you  injury  for  injury;  but  that  I 
"■  will  not  dd  j  I  could  carry  my  complaint  to  the  Khalif,  but 
**  fuch  a  part  as  this  I  Dial)  not  aft ;  I  could  at  leaft  repfefent 
"  to  God  in  rny  prayers  the  outrage  you  have  offered  me,  but 
*'  agatnA  this"  I  Orall  take  care  to  be  upon  my  guard  ;  laftly, 
"  at  the  day  of  judgment,  I  could  demand  vengeance  of  God 
**  for  this  violence,  but  far  be  it  from  me  topurfue  fuch  avln- 
"diSive  conduct:  if  that  great  and  terrible  day  Qiould  this 
"  molnkrK  arrive,  and  my  interccfiion.  could  take  place,  I 
'*  would  not  enter  into  paradife-without  you."  The  principal' 
of  his  works  are  the  Mefaady  that  is,  the  prop,  ov/uppartt 
wherein  be^  eftablifhes  al?  the  elleniial  points  of  Iftamijm  upon 
thta  authority  of  the  Koran  and  the  moft  received  traditions ;  a 
trntile,  intitled,  Fiiielam,  that  isto  hy,fihiiia^ie dhinitj ;  and 
a  fort  of  caRchifm,  or  inSrufiion,  that  bears  the  title  of  Mo- 
alkm,  or  tbf  majltr.  In  the  laftof  thcfe  pieces  he  maintains, 
that  as  long  as  a  Mejlim  continues  in  the  faith,  he  cannot  be- 
come an  enemy  to  Qod,  tho'  he  may  fall  into  enormous 
fim ;  that  fuch  fms  cannot  delTroy  the  validity  of  faith ;  and 
*M  ^Acc  is  by,  no  means  incompatible  with  fin.  Thcfe  and 
fueb-ne  propofitiotis  induced  Vaxai  to  attack  his  notions  ; ' 
which  he  did  in  a  book,  intitled,  EkhulafPiXM  Hanifa,  or 
iht  cmtradiiih/ii  ef  Abv  HaKifa.  The  Sanniti  doctor,  of 
whom  we  are  fpeakinC)  Is  greatly  celebrated  hy>  JlZamakb- 
ft>^y  Kardtri,  MarpiinaS,  Dainuri,  Sebahazmani,  and 
others,  whofe  authority  is  of  no  fmajl  weight  with  the  ortho- 
dox MtjUms.  In  fine,  all  the  principaf  eaftcrn  hiftorians  * 
agree,  that  Ahu  Hanijh  excdiedall  the  learned  Mohammedans 
of  his  age,  not  only  in  the  knowledge  of  their  law,  but  in 
the  pta«ice  of  all  the  duties  it  injoins ;  diat  his  life  was  ex- 
tremely auflere,  and  intirely  detached  from  the  things  of  this 
world,  on  which  account  he  has  always  been  conudered  by 
the  Smnites  as  the  chief  andfirft  Imam  of  the  Mofletn  law  ; 
and  that  his  fentfments  have  been  rcjeflcd  by  none  but  the 
Shiitti^  or  followers  of  v///,  who  are  looked  upon  as  fchifmatics 
by  the  orthodox  Mohommedani.  We  fJiall  conclude  what 
we  have  to  fay  on  this  head  with  obferving,  that  Malec  Shah^ 
third  Seltan  of  the  Stljukt  of  Iran,  erefled  a  fuperb  maufoleum 
inhonour  of  ^^i£znf^  axBagbdai!,  and  joined  to  it  a  college 
for  the  ufc  of  the  vouth  educated  in  the  prindptca  of  his  fefl, 
in  the  year  of  the  tiejra  485,  or  of  Christ  i  092  f. 

The 
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Harun  Al  The  followuis  year,  being  the  i66th  of  the  H^ra^  Uar^ 
Ralhij  Jl  Rajhtd,  the  Khaiif&  Ton,  arrived  From  the  neighboorilpa^ 
^rrivii  <ii  oi  CoiijiantmapU,  where  he  had  concluded  a  peace  with  .fnar 
Baghdad,  (word  in  hand,  and  impored  what  terms  he  thought  fit  npin 
that  princefs,  at  Baghdad.  Ooe  of  thofe  terms  was,  that  ibe 
Mifiem  troops  (hould  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  and  funuAcd 
with  all  proper  accommodations,  as  long  as  they  remained  n 
the  emprefs's  dominions ;  as  alfo  that  they  Ihould  be  cooduSad 
from  thence  to  the  KbaUfs  territories  by  fome  of  her  Tuti^edB,- 
who  knew  the  roads,  by  the  betl  way  they  could  Qiewthcni, 
and  not  that  narrow  deiil^  limited  on  one  iide  by  a  &e^ 
mountain,  and  on  the  other  by  the  SagariSf  oi  SaHgaruuy  a 
noted  river  of  Biihynia,  through  which  the  Arab  army  bad 
marched  to  the  coaft  of  the  Pr^nth,  where  they  had  ilradc 
aiterror  into  the  imperial  court.  The  conclufion  of  thistrca^ 
with  Irenf  is  placed  by  jihu'l-Faraj,  who  feems  in  this  point 
to  be  fupported  by  7i«(rpAiJ««,  in  the  165th  year  of  the/f^rv; 
tho'  that  event  appears  to  have  been  fixed  by  /fiu  'Jaafar  jtt 
Tabari  in  the  preceding  year.  Hid  not  the  emprcis  been  io-  ■ 
tirely  governed  by  her  fears,  Die  might  have  cut  Harin  Al 
Rajhtd  and  all  his  troops  to  pieces,  or  ftarved  them  to  a  fur- 
render,  ilnce  they  were  in  a  very  liiftrefTed  and  calamitouc 
fituation  wlien  the  treaty  was  figned,  as  wc  find  intimated  by 
Abu'l-Faraj.  Ilar&n  entered  Baghdad  in  the  month  of  Al 
Mobarram,  and  was  attended  by  3  confiderabic  number  trf 
Chrifliansy  who  had  been  rcftored  to  their  liberty  by  virtue  of 
the  preceding  treaty.  The  peace  concluded  between  theGrni 
emprefs  and  the  Khalif  continued  about  three  years.  Sooo 
after  Al'RaJhid'%  arrival  at  Baghdad^  he  was  declared  the  pcjw 
heir  to  the  crown  after  his  elder  brother  Mi/a  Al  Hd£.  Almut 
the  fame  time,  Al  Mohdl  caufed  diligent  fearch  to  be  made 
after  all  his  fubj'edh  who  were  infe^ed  with  Zetidiiifm,  and 
put  to  death  as  many  of  them  as  fell  into  his  hands.  Amongft 
the  reft,  he  ordered  Saltb  Ebn  Abd'allab  and  Tafar  Ebn  Ta- 
rod  to  be  executed,  under  the  pretext  of  their  having  been 
fufpefle'd  of  favouring  thofe  who  profefled  that  fpecies  of  infi- 
delity. But  Yofdr  Ebn  Tarad  is  fuppofed  to  have  fuffered  the 
punifhmcnt  inmfled  upon  him,  for  publilhing  fomc  fatirical 
verfes  upon  Al  M:ibdi  and  his  counfeilor  Takub  Ebn  Dowdy 
which  have  been  handed  down  to  us  by  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
bari «,  / 

Ekhtil^ Ah»  Hanifa.  ALZ*MAiuttuAR.  KoRDEt.  Marchibai'. 
Daihur.  Soeahazmun.  Al  Jahhab.  &c.  '>Aru  Jaa- 

far AlTaear.  ALMAKiN.ubi  fup.  Grec.  Aau't-FiRAj,  ubi 
fup.  p.  2j6,  117.  Theophan.  obi  fop.  p.  384,385.  PLtN.  lib. 
vj.c.  I.  Abu  JAAFAH  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  ubifup.  p  10;. 
Geoi^c.  Cedben.  failioriar.  ccm^cnd.  p.  470. 
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Xke  next  year,  being  the  167th  of  the  Hejraf  Al  Mehdi  ibrahim 
removed  from  the  govcrnnient  gf  Egypt  Ibrahim  Ebn  SaUb,  Ebn  Saleh 
and  a^^o'iMf^A  A^ufi  Ebn  MafaabyOi  Mofesihe^onoi  MiifaabyftiTioveJ 
as  '  he  is  *  called  by  Dionyftui  Tilmarertjis,  who  had  formerly/'""  '*' 
been  the  Kbalifs  governor  of  Mifipctamia,  to  fucceed  him,^'^'"'" 
Every  part  of  that  prince's  vaft  dominions  Teems  to  have  en-  "'"  ^ 
joyed  an  uninterrupted  rcpofe,  no  military  operations  having   ^yp'- 
been  mentioned  as  happening  during  the  courfe  of  it,  in  any 
of  the  provinces  of  t'tiz' Mofleai  empire,  by  the  oriental  hi- 
A'orians,  the  prefent  year  '.  , 

In  theiCSthyearof  the//f/Va,  Aftt/fi'in  A%^tfi  wasaf-MufaEbn 
fafiinatcd  in  Egyft.  This  tragical  event  happened  in  the  month  Mafaab 
of  Shawal,  and  was  probably  occafiotted  by  a  tyrannical  .and  'Jklfliai- 
opprcffivc  adminiflration.     His  deputy  Amer  Ebn  Omar  took-^'* 
upon  him  the  government  ~oi  Egypt,  till  the  arrival  of  Fadi^^P'^' 
Ebn  Saleh  Ebn  Abtfallah  Ebn  Jl  Abbas,  who  was  fent  by  the  ""yj*^,' 
Khali/ from  Baghdad  10  fucceed  Md/a  EbnMafaab  in  his  lu-'^Tl" 
cralive  and  exarted  poft  '.  tierine  i 

The  following  year,  being  the  169th  year  of  the  -W^y^ie/"  /ia^ 
and  beginniiig  July  J4th,  785,  Al  Mobdi  fent  to  hisfon  Ha-  „„,f„j^ 
run  Al  Rafhid,  then  in  the  province  of  "jBrjiin,  to  repair  im-  padl  Ebn 
mediately  to  court ;  he  having  formed  a  defign  to  fecurc  to  Saleh. 
him  the  Afoftem  throne  immediately  after  his  death,  and  in- 
tirely  to  exclude  his  eldefl  fon,  Muja  AlHadi,  from  the  fucf  Al  Mohdi 
ceflion;  but  ^uru'n,  looking  upon  this  as  an  iniquitous  nep,</i>j, 
would  not  comply  with  his  father's  order  j  fo'  that  the  Khalif 
found  hlrnfelf  obliged  toundertakea  journey  into yor/'aWi  in  or- 
der to  have  a  conference  there  with  his  vounger  fon  AlRaJhid, 
When  he  arrived  at  Arud,  or  At  Rud,  in  the  diflnfl  of  Mafab- 
dAn^  one  of  his  favourite  plllrefles,  whom  he  had  commanded 
to  attend  bim,  gave  him  a  poifoned  pear,  which  had  been  pre~ 
fentcd  to  her  by  another  of  the  Khalifs  concubines,  named 
Hafana,  who  thought  £he  had  too  great  an  afcendant  over  him, 
aod  therefore  refolved  to  deftroy  her;   which',  appearing  very 
beautiful  ^o  him,  he  could  not  forbear  eating  it,  not  in  the  lealt 
fufpc^ing  that  any  noxious  quality  was  inherent  in  it.     But 
it  hid  no  fooiicr  entered  his  ftomach  than  he  found  himfcif  in 
moil   cxquifiic  torture,    and  in  a  very  fliort  time  expired  ; 
uliich  greatly  afflifled  Hafana,  tho'  Die  had  no  intention  to 
hurt  him,  when  fhe  communicated  the  poifoned  fruit  to  her 
hated  rival.     This  tragical  accident  happened  on  the  twenty-    . 
fecond  day  of  th«  month  Al  Mobarram;  and,  after' it,  the 

'  Abu  Jaafkr  AlTabar.  Al  Makik,  obi  fup.  Dionys. 
TiLMAaENj.  apud  Jof  Sim.  AlTeman^  obi  fup.  p-iij-  "tetipfe- 
Joj.  S(M.  AssEMAN.ibid.  •  Aeu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  .      ' 
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Khalif  was  buried  near  z  wahmt-trec,  under  wbofe  b<*^^ 
he  ufed  Ibmetinies  to  rtpofe  himfeir.  He  was  near  forty-tttte 
years  of  age  at  the  dme-of  his  death,  and  rdgned  ten  «can^ 
one  month,  and  fifteen  days.  His  Ton  Har£»  m  HnfiSt^  Whb 
was  with  him  when  he  expired,  fan!  the  ptay«3  over  Milf  tf 
the  time  of  his  interment.  Some  writen  pttVaiiy.  that,  one 
day,  as  he  was  hunting,  he  puriiied  a  wild"  beaft  int6  an  dd 
ruined  houlc ;  iriiere,  being  obliged  to  make  a  great  efibit  lb 
pafs  through  a  low  door,  his  horfe  carried  him  with  fueh  force 
againft  it,  that  he  broke  his  back ;  To'  tfoat,  no  affiftance  being' 
St  hand,  he  expired  upon  the  Tpor.  This  Khaltf,  in  imitatkia 
of  his  father  /!hu  Jaafar  ^  Maufir,  is  Tald  to  have  pa- 
formed  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  tho'  witK  more  pomp  than  de^ 
votion ;  as  he  fpent  in  that  journey  about  6,000,000  dlniri. 
Among(t  other  things  with  which  he  loaded  the  caiBcU  that 
attended  him,  he  carried  fuch  a  prodigious  quaiidn  of  fbow* 
that  it  ferved  not  only  to  reftefli  hinrand  all  his  retinue  in  die 
burning  Tands  of  Arabia,  but  likewife  to  prCftrvc  all  the  ddn 
ciofis  fruits  he  look  with  him  in  their  natural  frcAneftiand'to 
afibrd  him  ice-water  to  drink,  during  his  abode  at  Aftcci,  die 
inhabitants  of  which  place  had  fcarce  ever  fcen  any  fiww  be- 
'  fore.  Whilft  he  was  there,  according  to  fome  autfiors,  he 
inlarged  the  portico  of  the  Caaba,  and  ifiiicd  oideri  for  <le- 
moliming  many  houfes  at  Medina^  to  give  a  gt'eater  extent 
to  the  mofque  containing  Mshamaitit  toihb ;  which  was  bf 
no  means  approved  of  by  the  fuperilltious  followers  of  tte 
Mojitm  law.  It  was  at  this  time  allb  thai  *  Mifim  brou^ 
to  him  one  of  the  prophet's  flippers,  and  received  firom  him 
for  it  a  prefcnt  of  10,000  iWi^m ;  after  which,  turning  himfelf 
towards  fome  of  his  principd  courtiers,  h^faid*, "  M^ianamed 
.  *'  never  faw  this  flipper;  but,  if  I  had  rcfufedacceptii^of  it» 
*'  the  people  would  have  believed  that  it  had  really  beIonge4- 
■'-  to  Mobammti,  and  that  I  had  defiled  it  i  for  they  are  na- 
"  lurally  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  weak  againft  the  ftrong." 
This  prince  often  changed  the  governors  of  prbvinces,  and 
their  mini^ft^s,  left  Ibme  of  them  fliould  ufurp  too  great  a 
degree  of  power,  and  even  atTume  to  themjclves  the  lupreme 
authority.  He  likeunfe  reftored  large  fums  of  nioncr  that  his 
.  fytJier  had  extorwd  from  his  fubjefls,  releafed  a  vaft  number 
of  prifoners,  and  difpatched  molt  of  the  affairs  of  ihite  htni- 
fetf  with  great  diligence  and  application.  He  frequently  held 
his  bed  of  juftiee,  in  order  to  punifti  the  violtnces  and  <^prel^ 
fions  excrcifed  by  the  grandees  upon  the  lower  part  of  the 
people,  and  .to  mate  the  latter  amends  for  the  lol^  they  had 
tiiftained.  He  appointed  perfons  of  great  gravity  and  difcre- 
tlon,  and  fuch  as  were  extremely  well  verfed  in  the  A'eham- 
ii.eiti'i  civ,l  law,  to  alTiJl  in  the  courts  of  jurticej  that,  by  their 
preftr.ce, 
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prcfencC)  theyjnjight  prevent  lilt  illegal  dccifions.  Having  one 
Aayf  by  way  of  lephmand,  faid  to  one  of  his  civil  oiGcers, 
.{m;  long  viiUytu  be  guilty  vf  theft  faults  ?  the  other  very  fa- 
gacioully  replied,  A  Ung  as  tt  Jhail  pleafe  God  te  preferve year 
ift  ftr  »itr  geti,  fi  lang  JhttU  we  (mwdt  faulu,  and  your  cU- 
mencj  wiUparJea  them '. 

His  firu  pnacipal  counfellor,  or  prime  mlnillcr,  was  Jlifta-  fTht  inert 
Vfijub  BbM  Ab^ahab  Al  AJhari ;  but  he  did  not  continue  lobg  hijprinei- 
in  that  exal^  fiation.     After  his  difmiffioii,  he  advanced  lofaicim- 
(hat  fublime  pbft  TaktA  Ebn  Dawd  Ebn  Tahmart  futnamedj*^"'*  -' 
7<i^jinii^,  a  peribn  of  great  wit  and  a  moAcbarmio^cenveTr^??''*** 
fa.tion,  who  was  in  fuch  high  favour  with  the  KhaHf,  that  be  'V"'*' 
did  not  ool^  truft  bin  with  the  management  of  all  hi«  aSatis, 
\fvt  Ukewiie  permitted  btm  to  partake  of  all  hi«  diverliotis. 
T^t  excited  the  envy  of  the  prifidpal  courtiers,  who  entered 
into  feveral  cabals  ag^ioft  him,,  and  at  lafl  found  an  opponu- 
ai^  <^  atxufii^  him  to  Ai  Mabii  of  favouring  the  partifans  of 
'  the  Alida,  or  family  of  Ali^  and  confequcntJy  of  beii^  an 
enemy  to  the  houfe  of  Al  Abh&s.    This  at^cufation,  tho'  it  did 
not  g«iii  intire  credit  with  the  Kbalif,  made  nevenhclcfs  fome 
impreffioD  upon  him.     In  order,  therefore,  to  try  him,  Al 
Aftbiii  commanded  JTaiub  to  put  to  death  one  of  the  defcend- 
ants  of  <f/r,  whom,  he  pretended,  he  could  not  permit  to  live    - 
an;  longer ;  and,  to  induce  him  <to  obey  with  the  greater  ala- 
crity this  command,  he  made  him  a  prcfent  of  100,000  dir- 
beau,  and  beflowed  upon  him  in  marriage  one  of  the  mofi 
beautiful  ladies  of  his  leraglio.     Yak&b  having  conununicated 
to  the  perlbn  delUncd  to  fuffer  the  order  he  had  received,  he 
Vras  addrefled  by  him  in  the  following tenns :  Givtme  the  lift 
%vhi(b  it  is  now  iayeurpnuer  it  take  away,  andyau  wiliiy  that 
-     rgfiKS  avoid  the  unfujum  which  yeu  mujl  tiecefforUy  be  in  at  the 
day  af  judgment,  when  Jtu  appear  before  my  great  anuJiBr  Ali» 
if  yau  J^ill  my  blood,  whUh  he  regards  as  his  own.  Thefe  words 
fo  fenltby  touched  TaiHb  Ebn  Dawd,  that  he  gave  the  perfon 
^votcd  to  dcQrudien  the  money  he  had  received  from  the 
Jir<itf/ty,  and  enabled  him  tom^  bis  efcape.     But  this  having 
been  diicoveicd  to  Al  J^tbdi  by  Tak&b's  new  wife,  fuch  ftri^ 
fearch  was  made  after  the  ptiloner,  that  he  was  retakrn  in  a 
Ihort  time,  and  confined  in  an  apartment  fitted  up  for  him  in     ' 
the  Kbatif'i  palace.     After  which,  Taii^  was  fummoned  to 
appear,  and  charged  with  forwarding  bis  efcape ;  which  that' 
nobleman  denying,  and  fwearing  by  the  head  and  life  of  ue 

*  Grio.  Abd'l-ParaJ,  nbi  fop.  p.  iz-j,  lz8.  Khondbuik, 
AiTT  Jaabar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makih,  ubi  Cap.  p.  107,  tott' 
EuTYCH.  ubifup.  p.  402,403.  Thbofhah.  nbi  fop.  p- jS;. 
£bh  Suohkab,  Sali'i  prtUiu.  difc.  p.  ^17.' 
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Khalif,  tliat  he  had  put  the  prSroncr  to  death,  the  ShSite,  wfco 
had  boen  leized,  and  put  under  arrdl  In  the  palace,  was  intfnp- 
diatcly  produced  before  him.  TakHb,  being  confounded  at 
this  light,  had  nothing  to  urge  in  his  vindication,  and  ms 
therefore  t  mined  lately  ordered  oy  the  Kbalif,  who  was  irritued . 
to  the  lift  degree  at  the  perjury  he  had  been  manifcftly  gtulty 
of,  to  prifon,  where  he  remained  till  the  fixth  year  of  the 
Khalifat  cX  Har&n  Al  Rafl>\d.  But  that  prince  having  rdcafed 
him,  he  retired  to  Mecca,  and  refidcd  there  till  his  death. 
After  Al  Mahdi  had  removc'd  him  from  the  honourable  pofl  he 
foribme  time  filled,  he  fubflituted  KahddEbn  Saleb,  a  pcilba 
of  uncommon  abilities,  in  his  room  ".  ' 

Tbeophi-      Hasana,  to  whom  A!  MebdVs  death  has  been  afcribed 
Im  EdcT-  by  fome  of  the  callern  writers,  having  been  commanded  by 
fcnm  Jill  the  Khaltf  to  attend  htm  in  his  Journey  to  Jfrjdn,  imagined 
alitfUit-thu  his  intended  conference  with  his  {oi\,  Harun  Al  RaJinJ 
^v^vc      Was  owing  to  the  advice  of  7*^tyAi/w  of  iieAiT,  ox  Edfjfa^  the 
*^*''*-      fon  of  Thomas  Ediffenus,  a  Chri/ilan,  and  his  chief  aftrologer, 
whom  he  confultcd  on  all  emergent  occafions.  She,  ihercfbre, 
fent  bim  an  infolf  nt  mefiage ;  upbraiding  him  with  his  paft 
condud,  and  wifhtng  that  GoD  would  foon  deliver  them  firom 
him,  by  putting  a  period  to  his  days.     To  which  he  replied, 
that  he  had  never  attempted  to  pcrfuade  the  Khalif  to  under- 
take the  journey  (he  mentioned  ;  that,  with  regard  to  the  tiniic 
of  his  death,  tlic  approach  of  which  ,fhe  fo  earneftly  defired, 
he  knew  it  was  tixed,  and  at  hand  ;  but  that  nevenhelefs  this 
was  not  owing  tn  her  prayers,  and  that  as  foon  as  ihe  fliould 
he  informed  of  ir,  (lie  ought  to  cover  her  own  head  with 
dnft.     The  meaninf:  of  the  latter  part  of  this  anfwcr  fhe  did 
n.ft  uhderlland  tilt  twenty  days  after  the  aftrologer's  death, 
when  thnt  of  41  Jldihii:  himfelf  likewife  happened ;  but  then 
llie  e:i[ily  comprehended  the  purport  of  his  prediflion,  which 
Hood  in   no  need  of  any  farther  interpretation.     To  what 
has  been  already  obferved  of  this  Theafhilui  Edcffenui  we  Ihall 
litre  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  ftile  of  his  Syriat  veriion  of 
the  Iliad  is  reckoned  very  elegant  and  polite  by  fome  of  the 
Arab  writers ;  and  that  he  feems  to  have  tranllated  the  Qdjffi. 
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the  liiad,  into  that  language,  according  to  Aha'^k 

a  Jajifah  AlTabar.  Al  MAKiN.obi  fup.  p.  108, 109. 
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'  Ai.  MoHDi  had  another  great  favourite  befides  his  princi'  AI  Moh- 
pal  aflrologer,  or  rather  aftronomer,  TJm^Mw  £^^naj,  and  di's/Ajjf- 
thatwas-^,  hisphyfician,  furnamed  v^/SiVaAini,  or  the  apa- f'^"  ^^^  » 
ihtcary,  becaure  he  was  originally  of  that  profeffion,  and  AMg"^'/^ 
not,  pretend  to  any  great  ikilJ  in  phyfic.  M  Kliizar^n,  one  of^""'"- 
^t ■Adshdi'a  beft'bcloved  concubines,  a  native  of  Medina,  be-, 
ing  indifpofed,  fent  a  maid  with  fome  of  hei  urine,  to  a  phy- 
fician,  in  order  lo  learn  the  caufe  of  her  diflemper ;  giving 
her  a  Arid  charge  at  the  fame  time  not  to  difcover  the  perfon 
from  whom  Jhe  came.  The -maid  went  dtrcfliy  to  the  fliop 
<€^  Abu Kareifi (for ioVilLevi'ik VIM Ifa cMkA)  andihewed  him 
her  lady's  urine  ;  telling  him,  that  it  belonged  to  a  poor  wo< 
man,  who  ftood  in  great  need  of  his  afliflance.  A  poor  vie- 
tnanf  faid  he;  m,  this  came  frsmfan  ilhtfirhus  princefs,  wh« 
is  vjitb  child  of  a  king.  The  maid  immediately  reported  this 
to  yil-Khizardn,  who  afterwards  made  Ifa  a  prefent  of  two 
fumptuous  velh  and  300  dinari,  and  promifed  to  procure  him 
admiffion  into  the  Khaiif%  family,  i/  the  latter  part  of  what 
he  had  told  the  i^aid  fhould  prove  true.  This  vaftly  aftonifhed 
Abu  Kortijh,  who  publiclcly  declared,  that  what  he  had  faid 
mufthave  proceeded  from  a  divine  impulfe,  fincc  he  fpoke  at 
random,  and  in  reality  Knew  nothirig  of  the  grand  perfonage 
by  whom  the  maid  had  been  feni  on  this  occafion.  How- 
ever, Al  Kbizar&n  beine  brought  to  bed  of  a  prince,  after- 
ivards  named  Mufa  Al  HJdi,  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the 
Xbaiffat,  in  due  time,  ihe  communicated  the  whole  affair  to 
the  Khal':f\  who  wa»  fo  well  pleafed  with  it,  that  he  fent  for 
Abu  Ker^ijh,  made  him  his  phyfician,  tho',  upon  examination, 
he  found  him  not  to  underfiand  much  of  phyfic,  and  heaped 
niany  favours  upon  him.  But  notwith (landing  his  good  fot- 
tune,  /fbu  Koreijh,  or,  if  we  pleafe,  Jfa  Al  Sida/ani,  was  ' 
never  honoured  with  a  place  amongit  the  principal  phyficians 
hy  the  Aralii '. 

As  to  bis  perfon,  Al  Mohdi  was  tall,  handfome,  tbouelihc^^rr)>-- 
had  a  white  fpeclc  in  his  right  eye,  and,  like  the  generality  of //en »/  Al 
the  Arabt,  of  a  fwarthy  complexion.     With  regard  to  his  MobuiV 
difpofiiion,  he  was  liberal  and  munificent,  or,  according  to?"/*"  ""^ 
others,  prodigal  and  profufe,  as  he'dillipated  in  a  very  inort '"^^^''^"'■ 
^■time  the  immenfc  treafures  left  him  by  his  father  Abu  Jaafar 
Al  Manj&r,     He  was  alfo  magnanimous  and  brave,  ;.ijd  ex- 
tremely beloved  by  his  fubjecls,  on  account  of  hii  impartial 
adminiQration  of  jultice,  and  the  averfion  he  always  difco- 
vcred  to  an  efFufion  0/  human  blood.     He  has  likewife  been 
confidered  by  fome  of  the  Aiab  writers  as  religious  and  de- 
vout j  the'  others  of  them  have  not  been  ,fo  willing  to  admit 


'  GaEG.  AbvVFaraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  229, 230. 
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tbat  port  of  h[s  charafler.  Being  once  in  the  <caaSefiit  it  O/fk^ 

and  upon  tile  point  of  ^Kginning  the  public  prsTta,  muitl 
the  rabble  faid  to  him,  /  iaw  mt  ytt  ptrferiaeiAe  m' ' 
and  yet  I  would  willingij  join  with  j$u  in  the  fnUic  j 
Upon  which,  the  KhaijfQapipcA  in  the  middle  of  die  n 
till  the  ^TMb  had  wsfhed  and  .purified  bimrdf  in  a  proper  b 
ner.  In  his  pilgrimage  to  Mtcea,  he  was  attended  by  apetiaa 
of  great  fan^ity,  named  ^/J/«s/«r>f/il£^W,'whobei[%-«Mh 
hun  in  the  Caaba,  when  he  diflributcd  lawe  Ahrb  aihni^^ 
the  people  there,  the  Kha/if(t}d,Pcyou,A\Mui^ydifirrmi 
ihingofmt?  The  other  replied,  I  am  vfitamti  t9  itfiA ^ 
thing  IK  fhe  houji  of  God  but  GoD-himfHf.  Al  M4ekM^  ip* 
on  his  return  from  th?  pilgrimage,  found  htmfclf  (o  toucfaii 
by  the  pious  lentlments  inspired  into  him  hy  that  devDtk'eB> 
preffion,  that  he  threw  himfelf  upon  the  ground,  and  addicial 
himfelf  to  the  Deky  in  die  following  (crAs :  if-I,  O  Los^ 
tmt  to  btpunijhed,  I  fixtll  cbearfulif  undergo  vSaUvtr  thafiii^ 
meHt  ldifervt\  lait,OljOt.T>,  hoi  upon  tienttf  tbtfak^wl^ 
ibini  inemei  on  my  account.  After  which,  he  made  ^/jIAd>^ 
Mfiajani,  For  the  reproof  he  had  given  htm,  by  faggclling,  tta> 
he  ought  never  to  confound  earthly  with  heavenij  thingt,  a 
prefent  of  10,000  dtnart.  It  has  been  regarded  likewife  as  an 
inllance  of  this  Khalif'i  liberalitr,  as  well  aa  (A  his  incliii»- 
lion  to  encourage  learned  men,  uat  he  ordered  Menuati  £i» 
Abu  Hafaiy  one  of  his  fubjeSt,  for  feventy  dillichs  ai  jfrabit 
verlcs  that  he  had  compofcd,  the  fum  of  70,000  lUrhemt, 
Xhe  f(rilowing  remarkable  tiorv,  that  has  been  told  of  him  b^ 
Jbmed  Bbn  Mohammid  Ab^aljaafar  AlKa^viini,  may  alfb'he  . 
confidered  in  a  fimilar  4ight,  aiid  is  too  entertaining  to  be 
offlittei  here '. 
Apltafant  Al  MoHDi,  being  one  day  engaged  in  a  hanting.ntat^ 
cdvtHttTi  firayed  from  his  attendants,  and,  being  prclTed  with  hunger 
iffiitliibitznA  thirft,  was  obliged  to  betake  himfelf  to  an  Arab's  teirt 
£.faa)if.  ihat  b«  difcovered,  in  order  to  meet  with  fome  refrcfliment. 
The  poor  man  imihediatcly  brou^t  out  his  coarie  browil 
bread  and  a  pot  of  milk  to  the  Khalif.  Al  Mokdi  afked  hhn 
if  he  had  nsthtng  etfc  to  give  htm ;  upon  which,  the  Arai 
went  dire^y  to  fetch  a  jug  of  wine,  and  prefented  it  to  hifflj 
After  the  KhaHf^ii  drunk  a  good  draught,  he  demanded  of  ' 
the  4rab  whether  be  did  "not  know  him 7  The  other  having 
anfwerM,  that  he  did  not  \  I  would  ha^  you  knew  thtn,  re- 
plied Al  Mohdi,  that  I  0m  em  of  tht  principal  lerdt  tf  tht 
.  Khalif'f  court,    Aftef  be  had  taken  another  draught,  he  pat 

T  Abu  JxAFAK  A^Tabai.  AlMakiv,  p.  10^,  108.  KaoR' 
tiEMiH,  Aut.  Rabi  Al  AflRAK.  £uTVCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  ^01,  403. 
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the  Skmt  quefiion  to  the  Jrab  as  before ;  who  thereupon  Ui* 
Twering,  ffave  net  f  alrta/fy  tal/l you  that  I  inoui  you  net  ?  M 
M^di returned,  lama  much grtattr per/an  than  1  bavt  made 
yeu  btUtvt.  Then  he  drank  again,  and  afked  his  landlord  the 
third  time,  whether  he  did  not  know  him  {  To  which  the 
oCber  rq>lied,  that  ht  might  duptnd  upon  tbe  truth  efthe  atdwer 
b€  bad  alrtadj  given  him.  I  am  then^  (aii  At  Mehdi,  the  Kha- 
W*  heftre  whom  all  'the  warid  froflrdte  tbcmfehts.  Tbe  Arab 
no  (boner  heard  thofe  words  than  he  carried  off  the  pitcher, 
and  would  not  fu^r  his  guell  t«  drink  any  more.  Ai  A^hdi, 
beiflg  (iirprlzed  at  tbi9a3ion,jilked  bim  why  he  carried  olFhis 
vrinef  The  Arab  replied,  Becauft  I  am  afraid  that,  if  you 
take  efturth  draught,  you  wili  tiiimi  you  are  the  prtphet  Mo- 
hammed ;  and  if  by  chance  a  fifths  that  you  are  CiOd  AL- 
MIGHTY bimfelf.  This  gentle  wipe  fo  plcafcd  the  KhttSf\ 
that  he  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  itj  and  being  loon  re- 
JMDcd  by  his  people,  he  ordered  a  purle  of  filver,  and  a  fin* 
veft,  to  be  given  the  poor  man,  who  had  entertained  him  in 
ib  bofpitable  a  manner.  Upon  which,  the  Arab,  in  a  tranf- 
port  of  joy  for  the  good  fortune  he  had  met  with,  laid  to  the 
KheUf,  IJhall  henceforth  take  yau  for  what  you  pretend  to  be, 
avta  though  yaujboutd  make  yourfelf  two  or  three  times  trwrt  con- 
Jiderahle  than  you  have  done  >. 

Wk  have  already  obferved  from  an  Arab  author  of  good  Semtother 
repute,  that  Al  Mehdi  died  in  a  village  called  Al  Rud,  in  the  f^riicu. 
territory,  or  diftrid,  oiMafabdan ;  and  that  i^  was  buried  in  ^"''f  '"" 
the  lame  place.  He  alfo  affirms  this  Jfj&iiA/ to  have  been  but  39 ''^"'B''* 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  bis  death ;  which  runs  counter  to 
what  has  been  advanced  on  that  head  by  other  writers.     An- 
other hiflorian,  or  rather  annalift,  informs  us,  that  Madi  (for  fo 
he" calls  Al  Mobdi)  had  alio  the  name  of  Mohammed,  and  was 
fuccceded  by  bis  Ton  Mefes,  or  M0a.    The  firft  day  of  his 
reign  was  Sunday,  and  the  laft  Jvednefday.    The  captain  of 
his  guards  was  Nafr  Ebn  Unfair  Ebn  Malec  At  Kha%eti,  and, 
after  him,   Hamxah  Ebn  MMee  Ebn  Abdailah;    his  judges 
Afebammed  Ebn  Abd'aliab  Ebn  Alafa  and  Afiya  Ebn  Tezid, 
who  exerciled  their  funfiion  together  in  the  great  morque  at 
Baghdad;  and  his  chamberlains  Salam  Abwa]b,  Fad(  EbnAl 
Jiabfa,  and  Al  Hofetn  Ebn  Rajhed.    LalUy,  the  infcription  of 
his  feal  was,  God  is  ny- fuffieimy,  or  My  fuffiaeney  «  of 
God  *. 

■  Ahub»  Ebh  Mohauuid  Abd'*l;a*pak  Al  Kazwini,  is 
Highiarifl.  »  EurvcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  401,  403.   Thbo- 
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SECT.    XXIV. 

Mufe  Al  TJT  Arun  Ai  Rashid,  Al  MBhJP&  fccond  fon,  being  iriA 
Hadiyat--  ^^  his  Tather  ai  the  time  of  hii  death,  obliged  all  the  people 
tuJi  Al  about  him,  and  particular)]'  thofe  who  were  member?  of  the 
Mohdi  in  houre  o^  H^Jhemy  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  brotber 
tht  \6i)ih  i^^^j-^  Al Hdd'ty  and  fcnt  advice  of  this  into  all  parts  of  the 
}'"''.'/ ''"em^ive;  upon  which,  he  was  unanimoudy  proclaimed  iTAafif 
"=Jfa-  by  the  inhabitants  oi  Baghdad.  Harun  likewife  difpatcbed 
an  exprefs  to  his  brother  Al  Hadl,  then  in  Jarjarty  widi  an 
account  of  what  had  happened,  and  advifed  him  to  make  all 
poiHble  hafte  to  Baghdad ;  where,  after  his  arrival,  he  conili' 
tutcd  /y/iZii^(,or^^/a,  his  prime  minifter,or^i^.  The  lame 
yftar,  according  to  Ah^l  Faraj,  he  maffacred  great  numbcn 
of  his  fubjedts  who  had  embraced  Z-eadicifm,  becaufe  tbcy  ri- 
diculed the  pilgrims  who  went  in  proceHion  round  the  Coa^. 
The  Arabs,  who  profefled  ZinScifm,  if  wc  will  believe  Eha 
Kaffemy  were  a  fort  oF  Sadducces,  or  rather  Aianicbeet,  who 
maintained  the  exigence  of  two  principles,  Light  aod 
lJ>ARKNESS,and  permitted  marriage  to  be  contracted  between 
the  neareft  relations-  At  firft,  the  Zendiutt  taught,  that 
men  ought  to  preferve  themfelves  from  fin,  applied  theii 
thoughts  intirely  to  the  other  world,  defpifed  die  good  tbi/^ 
of  this,  and  abllained  from  all  animal  food.  Bui,  in  proccfi 
of  timCi  they  introduced  the  worfhip  of  the  two  prindpla 
above-mentioned,  denied  that  the  firft  degrees  of  confangiunity 
prohibited  marriage,  and  defpiled  all  the  other  religions  of  the 
country  where  they  lived.  Amongil  others  infeifted  with  Z/w 
■di6fm,  Aimdi  put  to  death  Yacuh  Ebn  At  Fadt  Ehn  Abd'akab- 
vian  tt"i  Al  Abbdt ;  whofe  daughter  FdUma,  after  her  fadicr's 
death,  confefleii  that  (he  had  been  got  with  child  by  him,  Jt 
appears  from  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers,  that  jfi  Uadi  lui- 
dertook  an  expedition  into  the  provinces  of  Jffjan  and  Ma- 
aanderait,  or  Takarljian,  in  his  father's  life-time  ;  and  that  he 
was  in  the  former  of  thofe  provinces  when  that  prince  died. 
It  alfo  may  be  inferred  from  fome  of  thofe  authors,  that  Al 
Mehdi,  a  little  before  his  death,  fent  him  with  a  body  of 
troops  in  queft  of  the  ZendUiis,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  coO' 
dign  ptuiiJnnunt ;  which  orders  he  executed  with  honour,  and 
to  the  Kbalifs  ■entiie  fatisfadtion.  Wc  muft  not  omit  ob- 
ferving  here,  that  M.  D'Herbekl  is  guilty  of  a  great  miflake, 
when  he  aflerts  Al  Mebdi^  in  direi^  comradifiion  to  all  the  befl 
Arab  hiitoiians,  to  have  died  at  Baghdad  •*. 
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The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  169th  of  the  Hijra,  MHdiii,  A\  Hidi 
by  his  bmther  Har&n  Al  Rafiad'^  influence,  was  inaugurated,  itaugu- 
Vrithout  any  oppofition,  at  Baghdad.     Here  he  arrived  from  ''"ttd  "t 
Jorjan  and  Mazanderan,  called  fomettmes  by  the  Arabi  Taha-  Baghdad, 
»-j/?an,  the  inhabitants  of  i»hich  prorinceshc  had  reduced  to  the 
obedience  of  the  KhalifAlMohdi;  who,  from  themcafures  he 
intended  to  have  purfued  at  the  lime  of  his  death,  in  favour  of 
^t  Rajbld,  feems  to  hare  been  jeilous  of  him.     Soon  after  his 
arrival  at  Baghdid,  Al  Hadi  removed  Al  Fadl  Ebn  Saleh  from 
the  ^Tcrnment  of  Egypt,  tfti  fubftituced  Ali  Elm  Stlimdn  Ebit 
Jlii  thn  Abd'altah  Ebrt  Al  Atids  In  his  room.  The  courier  dif- 
patched  by  Harun  Al  Ra/hid  to  his  brother  Al  Hiidi,  after  his     , 
father's  death,  was  Solmat  Al  JVasif,   At  Mehdi's  frced-man. 
The  perfon  who  headed  the  rebels  of  Mazanderan,  or  Taba- 
ri^dn,  was  Madar,  the  lord  of  Harmuz,  or  Hirma^.     7t  has 
been  already  obferved,  that  the  mother  of  Al  Hadi  was  called 
Khi%arA»  by  Abu'l-Faraj.     She  was  the  daughter  of  Ata,  one 
of  Al  Mtidi's  fer¥ants,  and  has  been  denominated  Hirzaran 
fey  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari '. 

Soon  after  his  accelfion,  Hafetn  Ebn  All  Ebn  Hafan  re-  Hofefti 
belled  againft  Al  Hadi,  and  cauted  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Ebn  Ait 
KhaSf  at  Mtdina;  the  inhabitants  of  which  city  declared  Ebn  Ha* 
openly  for  him.    From  thence  he  marched  to  Mtcca,  and  put  1^"  '-'bttt 
to  the  fword  all  the  pilgrims  there  known  to  be  members  of  "^""i** 
the  houfe  of  Al  Abbas.    This  revolt,  neverthelefs,  coftthe  fa-  ^"■■ 
rtiily  of //i  very  dear.     For  the  Khalif,  having  defeated  Ha- 
fei'i,  cut  off  bis  head,  as  well  as  thflfc  of  a  great  number  of 
his  adherents,  and  deprived  his  family  of  all  the  penlions  and 
appointments  that  they  had  enjoyed  by  a  particular  privilege. 
Hoftin  had  the  character  of  a  valiant  and  verv  liberal  prince. 
He  it  faid  to  have  diflributed  40,000  dinars,  which  the  Khalif 
bad  one  day  given  him,  amongft  the  citizens  of  Baghdad,  and 
Ci!fa,  and  afterwards  to  have  retired  to  hi.';  houfe  at  Mtdirnt 
in  a  furred  veft  only,  without  fo  much  as  a  fliirt  under  it.  Be- 
fore he  took  up  arms  againft  the  Khalify  he  ordered  a  procla- 
mation to  be  made,  whereby  he  manumitted  all  the  fiaves  who 
fliould  defert  their  maflers,  and  talceon  in  his  fervice.  By  this 
means  he  formed  aconfiderable  army,  which  he  fluttered  him- 
felf would  enable  him  to  difpute  the  Khalifat  with  Al  Hodlf 
and  even  enable  him  to  mount  the  MoJUm  throne.     But  he 
f/as  not  a  little  miftaken  in  this ;  iat  his  forces  were  over- 

p.  404,  40;.  Thbophak.  ubi  fup.  t^'HtuBEt..  Sibliotb.  orient, 
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thrown  by  &  huidful  of  disciplined  and  regular  troops  &at 
againft  them  by  the  Khaltf.  Thnphants  calls  this  prince 
MefiSy  and  his  fattitr  Mchammtd,  as  wcU  3sMa4ii  but  be 
fays  not  a  word  of  Hofein'i  detcdion,  nor  of  the  decdiTe  ac> 
tion  con&quent  thereupon  <i. 
i  The  next  year,  being  the  170th  of  the  Htjra^  M^fii  M 
Hadi,  finding  himfclf  now  fettled  upon  the  tbrone>  formed 
a  defign  to  exclude  his  brother  Harun  At  Rafiiid,  notwkb- 
ftanding  the  good  offices  he  had  done  him,  firom  the  fuccet 
fion.  His  view  herein  was  to  advapce  his  own  ioaJaafarXa 
the  Khalifat,  who  was  not  yet  arrived  at  the  age  of  puboty. 
But  Yahya  Ebn  KhaltdEbn  Barmac,  a  perfon  of  great  repu- 
tation for  his  prudence,  and  who  filled  the  important  poA  of 
^j/^,  endeavoured  to  difliiade  him  from  canyLngfuch  ade£ga 
into  execution,  by  reprefcntine  to  him,  that  the  Adoflaa 
would  not  be  fatisned  with  a  Kbalif,  who  could  not  peifota 
divine  fervicc  in  the  mofque,  condud  them  in  their  pilgnm- 
Bge  to  Mtcca,  and  march  at  their  head  againft  aa  eoemy. 
The  KhaUf  pretended  to  be  convinced  by  his  reafbaing,  aod 
to  approve  of  his  advice ;  but  he  gave  HeTtbaTrtah^  a  perfcn 
in  whom  he  could  intiiejy  confide,  private  orders  to  kill  bit 
brother  Harun,  and  Tabya  his  yijir.  For  that  purpofei  he 
kept  him  one  night  concealed  in  his  palace.  But,  about  raid- 
night,  Harthamah  heard  the  voice  of  Khixaran,  the  KbaBfs 
mother,  calling  him  by  his  name,  and  bidding  him  come  fee 
M  H&di  dead  upon  his  bed.  That  prince  died  fuddenly  of  a 
cough,  which  feized  him  after  he  had  dranic  a  glafs  of  water. 
He  was  jealous  of  his  brother  Harun,  and  the  more  fo,  as 
their  mother  had  difcovcred  a  greater  attention  for  the  latter 
than  the  former  on  feveral  occalions,  But  the  prevented  bis 
project  from  taking  e{Fei£t,  by  giving  him  a  fubtte  poifon  that 
carried  him  oJT  by  coughing  and  fncezing.  JJfadiy  zPerfan 
poet)  compofed  a  dillich  upon  this  tragical  event,  wherein  he 
fays,  that  thi  blend  of  twa  brtthers  it  the  fame t  as  btingfermtd 
»f  thtfame  milk,  and  that  tht  brather  whejhedt  tbii  it  a  bam- 
tidt  ef  bis  meibtr  as  well  as  of  bis  brother.  We  are  informed 
by  an  Arab  writer,  that  whoi  Tabya  attempted  to  perfuade  Jl 
Hadi  not  Co  alter  the  order  of  fuccefiton,  he  told  him,  that  if 
he  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  violate  their  engagements  to 
his  brother  Harun,  this  would  give  them  a  mean  opinion  of 
pnblic  faith ;  but  that  their  veneration  for  fuch  engagements 
would  be  heightened  by  a  contrary  condu^ ;  that  the  nobldTc, 
of  whom  he  named  a  confidcrable  number,  would  ufever  come 
intofuchafcheme;  and  that  confequently  this  would  pave  tbc 
way  to  his  ton  Jaafat^t  cxclufion  from  theil^s^m  throne.  S«qo 

'  KiioHDEiiia,  Thiophak,  chronograph,  p,  385. 


C »;  the  Ht/Ury  of  the  Aralx,  $H 

of  the  jlrab  hiltorians  relate,  that  he  firft  endeavoured  to  de- 
Aroy  his  mother,  by  iending  her  a  poironed  goofe ;  but  that 
*]us  not  meeting  with  fuccejs)  Ihc  Toon  aftrir  fmothered  hini' 
•With  a  pillow,  as  Ihc  attended  him  in  a  fit  of  fickncfs.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  YteAXeAitBaghdM,  oi  nthn  JfiiJd,  aplacea 
licde  without  the  city,  on  Friday  the  14th  day  of  the  latter 
XnM,  after  he  iiad  reigned  one  year,  two  months,  and  twenty- 
Cvro  dayi.  He  was  buried  near  the  fpot  where  he  died,  and 
his  brother  Harun  Al  Rajhtd  performed  the  funeral  fcrvice 
over  him.  He  is  faid  by  fome  authors  to  hare  been,  at  the 
time  of  his  d«ith,  twen^-four,  by  others  twenq'-iive,  and, 
laftty,  by  others,  twenty-fix  years  of  age  •- 

Whbk  Al  Hddi  commanded  Harthamah  to  allaffinate  his  Al  KSdiV 
brother  Har&n  Al  RaflAd,  and  Yahya  his  Viftr^  he  affigncd  the  metbtr, 
iollowing  reatbn  for  that  order,  ciz.  becaule  the  latterwaf  hi^  atttriing 
declared  enemy,  and  bad,   by  his  feditious  difcourfcs,  at-  ">  ff^  'f 
Cempted  to  alienate  the  afiedions  of  his  fubje£ts  from  him,  as  "'  .^'^'* 
wrell  as  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  engage  them  in  favour  ""^"^'t  ■ 
<rf  the  former.     He  alfo  commanded  him,  after  that  double  "'"fi*^ 
'execution,  to  put  to  the  fword  all  the  defcendants  of  A&  that  v„jt 
coidd  be  found  in  any  part  of  his  dominions,  and  then,  with  a 
bodyof  hit  troops,  to  fuTprIze  the  city  oiCufa;  to  which,  after 
he  had  drawn  from  thence  all  the  putizans  of  the  houfe  oi  Al       ' 
JilA&Sf  he  was  to  fct  fire,  and  reduce  it  intirely  to  allies.  Har- 
tbttnmh  would  have  cxcufed  himfetf  from  being  concerned  in 
to  bloody  a  fcheme,  by  alledging,  that  he  had  not  a  number  of 
troops  Sufficient  to  execute  fuch  a  grand  defign.     But  the 
^i&ifS/' threatened  him  with  death  if  he  did  not  comply  with 
his  orders^  left  him  abruptly,  and  retired  into  the  private  apart- 
ments of  bis  palace ;  from  whmce  a  few  moments  after  ar- 
Tived  the  news  of  his  expiring  fuddenl^  in  the  manner  al- 
ready related.     We  are  told  by  Aha' I- Far oj,  that  Khiazarittt 
who  governed  with  an  arbitrary  fway,  having  one  day  prefTed 
Al  Hadi,  with  an  unufual  warmth,  to  grant  her  a  favour  Ihe 
had  promifed  to  obtain  for  one  of  her  dependents,  which  he 
refuted  to  do,  the  went  otF  in  a  heat ;  declaring  (he  would 
never  for  the  future  put  up  any  petition  to  him.  Upon  which, 
lie  faid  to  her,  in  an  angry  tone,  '*  Keep  within  your  doors, 
**  and  mind  your  own  bufmefs ;  .if  i  fhould  hereafter  be  in- 
"  formed,  that  any  of  my  officers  apply  to  you  for  favours,  I 
^  will  order  his  head  to  be  cut  otF.     How  comes  it  about, 
*'  th«  my  courtiers  attend  your  levee,  from  morning  till 
**  evening,  in  fuch  crouds }     What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ? 

*  Abu  T*Ar*K  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup,  p.  110. 
Khondehir,  AishD.  poet.  Pcrf.  Grec.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fup. 
p.  Z31.  EvTTCH.  ubifup. 
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**  Have  you  not  a  wheel  and  a  diftalf  wherewith  to  empl^ 
"  yaurfelf,  or  a  book  to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  duty,  w, 
"  laflly,  a  hoirte  to  refide  in  ?"  This  inraging  her  to  de 
lafl  degree,  Ilie  inAantly  vowed  revenge ;  and  accordingly  or- 
dered the  maids  fhe  Tent  to  attend  him,  in  a  Bt  of  ficknefs  that 
foon  enfued,  to  fiitfocate  him,  as  related  above.  As  fooo  as 
he  was  dead,  {he  commanded  Herlhamah  to  apprize  hci 
younger  Ton  Harun  of  wliat  had  happened,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  immediately  averting  his  right  to  the 
Aiof^ni  throne.  Hence  it  appears,  that  different  accounbof 
this  prince's  death,  as  welt  as  the  true  caufe  of  it,  have  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  beft  oriental  hiftorians  *, 
JAferip-  With  regard  to  his  perfon,  Al  Hadi  had  a  Urge  mouth, 
timtf  &'iContja£tcd  hia  upper  lip,  was  tall,  corpulent,  and  of  a  fair  com- 
firpn,  0ni/plexion,  He  was  iikewife  extremely  rubdl,  and  an  cxceiknt 
*hara3ir.  horfeman.  As  to  his  difpolition,  he  was  magnanimous  nA 
brave,  as  well  as  liberal  on  fome  occafions;  iho'  he  has  not 
been  tcprefented  by  any  of  the  Arab  writers  as  very  profufi;  of 
his  favours.  He  one  day  repeated  an  Arabic  verfe,  and  Ae- 
fired  i'ufef  Al  Saiail,  a  pretty  noted  poet,  to  produce  fotat 
Others  ot  the  lame  foit;  which  he  did,  and  received  for  a  re- 
ward no  more  than  ten  dirbims.  However,  we  arc  told  by 
another  author,  that  Alerwan  Ebn  Abu  Hafedh,  a  very  cck- 
braicd  Arab  poet,  having  once  prefcnted  fome  of  hie  pieces  ta 
him,  this  prince,  who  was  a  good  judge  of  fuch  pcrfotmances, 
ss  evidently  uppears  from  fome  of  his  poems  ftill  extant,-  dif- 
Covercd  fuch  beauties  in  them,  that  he  was  extremely  pleaied, 
and  faidiohim,  Chufe  fir  ytur  trtubU,  hf  way  ofricamptna, 
tilher  to  Tueivi  immediauly  jcooo  dirhems,  or  100,000, 
ajur  you  havt  gone  through  all  the  dtlays  and  farrBalttUi  »f  tht 
txihequtr.  The  poet  aufwered  plealantly,  Giiw  tn*  30*000 
nevJy  and  iQQ^ooo  hereajler.  Which  repartee  was  (o  well 
taken  by  Al  Hadl,  that  he  ordered  the  intire  fum  of  1 30,000 
dirh,ms  to  be  immediately  paid  him.  The  captain  of  hii 
guards  was  Aittallab  Ebn  Hazem  Ebn  Ho'zaimab  Al  Tamim, 
and,  after  his  abdication  of  that  poll,  Abd'allab  Ebn  MdUeAl 
Kbozi'i  i  his  coiinfellors  Rabi  Ebn  Tunas  and  OmarEbn  AlRehii 
his  judges  Abu  YuftfYak&b  Ebn  Ibrahim,  a  peifon  intimately 
acquainted  with  Abu  Hanifa,  who  went,  at  we  may  term  it, 
the  weftern  circuit,  and  Sdid  Ebn  AbSolrahmdH^  who  went 
the  eaderni  and  his  chamheclatns  Al  Rabi  and  Al  FaM,  his 
fon.  In  the  titft  year  of  his  Khali/alt  Abuua  Tahya  wu 
elected  patriarch  of  the  "Jaabitei  at  AUxandria^  and  continued 

'  Ahmed  Ebh  Mohammed  Abd'aljaafai  Al  Kazwihi,  in 

Vighiarifi.    GnEG.  ABu'L-FABAJ.ubi  Cup.    P-iJI-    kaoNOStil*! 

Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup. 
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in  that  poll  thirteen  years.  He  is  (aid  to  have  been  born, 
eletflcd  patriarch,  and  died,  on  the  f;!nie  day  of  the  nioi:th. 
The  church  aX  AUxandria  en}oyti  an  uninterrupted rcpofc  du- 
ring the  time  he  prefided  over  if.  He  was  very  cliDfiublc, 
and  diftributed  amongll  the  poor  of  that  city  a  va{l  quantity 
of  corn,  when  a  grievous  famine  raged  there.  At  Ant'ioch  died, 
in  Jii  Hadi'%  reign,  Dawd,  or  David,  bilbop  of  Data,  who 
liad  by  violence  intruded  into  the  patriarchate  [here  -,  which 
enabled  Gmrit,  the  lawful  patriarch,  who  had  been  incarce- 
rated at  Baghdad  many  years,  to  cxercife  his  (laiiiarchal  fun- 
^ion  at  /Intioch,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  the  commence' 
mcnt  of  ihc  aforelald  fchifm.  George  was  fucceeded  by  a. 
perfon  named  Syriacus,  or  Cyriacui,  a  man  of  uncommon 
{JAaO-'ny  and  auilcrlty  of  life.  The  lirll  day  of  Al Hadt'a  reign 
vvas  Thurfday,  and  the  lall  Friday ;  and  the  infcription  of  his 
ieal,  GuD  is  my  Lokd.  It  has  been  already  remarked^  that 
die  followers  of  Abu  Han'ifa  acquired  a  great  degree  of  repu- 
Xation,  by  being  taken  under  the  protediion  oiAbu  Yujcf^  his 
<:bief  jufticc,  in  the  Khalifat  of  diis  prince  B. 

SECT.    XXV. 

A  L  HADt'ii  death  was  no  fooner  known  than  Harun  Al  Al  Hadi 
^*  Ra/hSdvia%  fatuted  emperor  of  the  faithful,  in  the  night  ii/uc- 
between  the  14th  and  15th  of  the  latter,  according  to //iawc/ri^ 
Jaafar  Al  tahori,  or,  if  we  will  believe  Euiychitii  and  Abu'}-  f>'"  /"o'irr  ■ 
FaraJ,  the  former  ^aif,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Baghdad;  and  Haiun  Al 
thofeof  the  provinces  foon  followed  their  example.     Ai  Rapid  ^^^'^^^ 
\na  at  this  time  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  a  great 
favourite  of  his  mother  Khizaran,  who  not  a  little  contributed- 
to  his  acceffion.     One  of  the  firft  things  he  did  was,  to  order, 
'fome  divers  to  fearch  for  a  ting  given  htm  by  his  father,  worth 
100,000  dinars,  that,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  his  brother's 
hands,  he  had  thrown  into  the  TVt^W'i;  which  being  found,with- 
out  much  difficulty,  he  was  highly  plcafed.    The  night  that  Al 
Hddidltd,  Khaxaima  Ebn  Hazim rufbeA  into  his  fon  Jaafar's 
bed-chamber,  dragged  him  out  of  bed,  and  thrt-atened  im- 
mediately to  cut  on  his  head,  if  he  did  not  inftantly  acknow- 
ledge//firun  yf/ ^fl^W  for  his  fovereign  j  which,  to  fave'his 
life,  he  was  glad  to  do.     As  faafar's  recognition  of  the  ntfw 
Khalif's  authority  was  attelled  by  fome  A/^/fffu  of  dillin^on, 

'  Abu  Juafar  Al  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.    p.   ii  i, 

112.  EuTjcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  404. 407.  DioNv*.  Telmarens. 

apud  Jof.  Sim,  Afleraan.  ubifop-   ot  et  ipfe  Jos.  Sim.  Assemaw. 
ibid.     Vide  eiiani  D'Herbil,  Biblioth.  orient,  ait.  Aheu-Hanifeb^ 

f.  21,22. 
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that  Khexeima  had  brought  with  bim  for  this  purpole ;  die 
kivKC  AonK  Har&n  M  RaJMd,  on  this  occafion,  proved  a- 
tremely  acceptable  to  that  prince.     Tahja  Ebn  KhaUi  Eh 
Sormac,  being  irlformed  of  /ii  Midi's  death,  camt  to  Jl  Rt' 
P>li  to  acquaint  him  with  the  news,  foon  after  his  brodvT 
expired;  and,  before  his  departure,  another  of  the  new^- 
hf^  friends  arrived,  to  congratidate  him  upon  the  birth  of  x 
foh,  called  firft  Abttaiiah,  and  afterwards  Al  Afamun,  wte, 
after  his  brother  Al  jfMn,  afcended  the  MdJUm  throne.    So 
that  the  fame  right  was  famous  for  the  death  of  one  X2tz^, 
the  accefBon  of  another,  and  the  birth  of  a  third.     AlRefid 
had  llkew'ife  another  fon,  nimei  Mahammfd,  and  afterwanfa 
j(i  Amtn,  bom  in  the  month  of  Shaiual  this  year  ;  who,  tbo' 
he  was  younger  than  Jl  Malm^n,  fucceeded  his  ^ther  in  die 
Khali/at.    This  young  prince's  mother  was  Zebejda,  dw 
daughter  of  Jaafar^  the  fon  of  the  Khaltf  jH>u  Jaufar  M 
ManJUr.     JlRaJhid  called  Yahya  Ebn  Khated Ebi,  Sarnwhit 
father,  and,  for  his  clofe  and  faithful  attachment  to  faitn,  coo- 
ftituted  him  his  prime  minifter,  or  ft^  *. 
Thmiw       In  the  171(1  year  of  the ^aj^mnrt/«n  sera,  beginning ^nr 
Kbalifo#  *2d,  787,  V/ ^(j^jV conferred  the  government  of  £',f^  upon 
fH-ts         M&fa  Ebn,  Ifa  Ebn  Muja  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  M  Al  Ho- 
Miifa  Ehn  Jhtmi,  as  a  perfon  every  way. qualified  for  fo  imponant  a  poll. 
Jfa  ta  prt'  The  furname  Al  Rafind  denotes  tht  righteeus,  tbt  dirtHtr,  ot 
JidiavtT    thejuji.  WearetoMby  fomeof theeaflernwritcrs,tfaatwtei 
^lypt-      Harun  was  apprized  of  his  brother's  death,  and  confequentlf  rf 
his  own  exaltation  to  the  Khalifat,  he  gave  himlejf  up  intiielf 
for  fome  time  tothe  reading  of  the  Koran.     Aa  the  night  a 
Al  Hudi's  death  was  (b  rematkaUe  for  the  relation  it  bore  to 
three  Khalifs,  it  has  been  denominated  by  (bme  of  the  Ar^i, 
thi  night,  or  nther  the  day,  of  ibt  famify  cfHi&iein,     Itap* 
pears  from  Ahu'l-Faraj,   that  Al  Rajhid^   being  extremdy 
troubled  with  the  head-ach,  commanded  Ti^yya  Ebn  KhUU 
Ebn  Barmac,  his  fi_fir,  to  fend  for  Bakhtijbuay  the  fon  of 
George  above-mentioned,  from  Naifabir;  whom,  after  his  ar- 
rival at  Baghdad,  he  prefentcd  with  a  fumptuous  veil,  beSdcs 
.  many  other  thingsof  great  value,  and  made  him  the  chief  cf 
his  phyficians,  the  preTcnt  year '. 

*  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabaki,  Greg.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  nbifop. 
p.  331-  Al.  Makin,  ubifup.  p.  112.  Edtych.  ubifup.  p. 4<W) 
4C7,|  Theophah.  ubifup.  p.  380-  '  ABu]AAFAa>4b 

Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubifup:  D'Hssbel.  Biblioth,  orient,  is 
art.  Hamun  AlRafihid,  p,  431.  Grec.  Abc'l-Faraj,  nbifef- 
p.  ajs*    Geoko.  Jac.  iCEHft,  ubi  fup.  p.  23. 
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The  following  year,  being  the  1 721)  of  the  Nejra,  com-  Tbt  ■wifi' 
fnencingTHHf  iith,  788,  kVc Khalif  Al RaJHd »^^<txttA  bisfrvKlia- 
younger  (on,  M  jfrnln,  his  fucceflbr  in  the  empire  ;  and,  after  lif  ^«. 
him,  fettled  the  right  of  fucceffion  upon  his  elder  fon,  Al 
Afamin.  He  alfo  made  the  latter  of  thofe  young  princes  the 
prefeft  of  Khurafan,  and  all  the  adjacent  regions,  extending 
as  far  as  Hamaddn;  and  committed  to  Jaafar  Ebn  Yahya  £bn 
KhaUd  Ebn  Barmac  the  care  of  bis  education.  About  the 
iame  time,  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  the  Kbazars,  or  Kha- 
xaritei,  known  likewife  by  the  name  of  the  Khaian,  being 
brought  to  Fail  Ebn  Kb^UdEbn  Barmac,  died  at  Bartbaa  j  and 
her  attendants  returned  to  her  Other's  court,  where  they  gave 
out  that  ibe  was  polfoned.'  This  induced  that  prince  to  make 
preparattoDs  for  a  war  with  the  Khattf.  Soon  after,  a  body  of 
the  MiJUm  forces  made  an  irruption  into  the  imperial  territo- 
ries, and  penetrated  as  far  as  Ephefus.  Al  Rajhtd  alfo  removed 
Jl4fifa  Ebn  Ifa,  during  the  time  of  this  irruption,  from  the  go- 
vernment of  Egypt,  and  fubflituted  Mojkma  Ebn  Tahya  in  his 
room  ;  appointmg  Amm  Ebn  Mahrdn  colJeflor  of  the  tribute 
there.  But  he  foon  depofed  Mejltma,  and  fent  Mohammed  Ehn 
Zabttrxo  fuccced  him.  We  mull  not  forget  to  obfcrve,  that 
jfbd'airahman  Ehn  Maawiyah  Ebn  Htjh&m  Ebn  AbiPalmakc 
Ebn  Mtnodn,  the  weftein  KhaHf  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah, 
died  this,  and  not  the  preceding,  year,  as  we  Rnd  afTerted  by 
Roderic  of  ToUde,  after  he  had  reigned  about  thirty-three 
years,  in  Spain  ^. 

The  next  year,  being  the  173d  of  the  Moflem  asra,  thc^f/t,// 
AJ&fl///"  deprived  Mohammed  Ebn  Zehar  of  the  government  of  ivar  in 
Egypt,  and  conferred  upon  17z«'rf  Ebn  Hatem  that  honourable  SpaJit. 
and  lucrative  poft.     In  the  month  of  September,  this  year,  the 
Arabs  made  another  irruption  into  the  territories  of  the  Greek 
emperor,  and  defeated  a  Chrifttan  army  fent  by  that  prince  to 
oppofe  them.     Diegenes,  an  imperial  officer  of  great  merit  and 
bravery,  together  with  feveral  other  commanders,  and  a  vaA 
number  of  Joldiers,  periflied  in  the  aSion.   About  this  time,  a 
civil  war  broke  out  between  Hefltam,  Al'd'alrahtnSn's  eldeft 
for,  who  fucccedcd  him  in  the  weftcrn  Khalifat,  and  his  bro- 
ther Sclim^n,  who  prided  over  the  principality  of  Toledo,  m 
Spain.     The  armies  commanded  by  thofe  two  princes  came 
to  a  general  a£tion  near  a  fortrefs  called  Eulcht;  where,  after 
a  Iharp  engagement,  Salman  was  overthrown,  with  very  great 

*  GnEc.  Abu'l  Fabaj,  obi  fup.  p- sji.  Theophan.  chro- 
nograph, p.  390.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Al  Makin,  libi 
flip.  p.  113.  RoDERic.  ToLETAN.  hift.  Arab.  c.  xviii.  p.  i3. 
Khondemir.  Vide  eliam  D'HERBEL.Biblioth.  orient. art.  Abdal- 
rahman,  &c.  p.  9. 
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flaughter,  and  ToMa  obliged  to  open  its  gates  to  the  vifior, 
after  it  had  fuDalncd  a  pretty  vigorous  ficgc.     The  battle  ti 
Bukbtf  according  to  Radtric  of  ToUdo,  fo  often  cited  here, 
fcems  to  have  been  fought  towards  the  dole  of  the  piefaat 
year  '. 
7ht  Arabs     In  the  1 74th  year  of  the  Hejra,  J!  Ra/b'id  fent  a  powerful 
Jifiat  iht  navy,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  land-forces  on  board,  to  invade 
iinptrittl    the  illand  of  Cyprus ;  which  was  met  and  attacked  by  the  Chri- 
_ptii.        Jiian  fleet,  under  the  condufl  of  ThtaphiluSy  duke  or  prince  of 
.   Cibyra^    off  the  CheUdanian  promontory.     X^^    Chriftiamt, 
after  a  vigorous  action,  were  intirely  detcated,  and  ThtepbUia 
himlelf  taken  prifoncr.     Being  brought  before   the  kboSf 
Harun  Jll  Rajhtd,  called  Aarm  by  Theophanti,  and    refiifil^ 
to  embrace  Mohammedifm,  he  was  put  to  death,  by  that 
prince's  order,  according  to  this  author;  which,  wc  mufi 
own,  to  us  appears  by  no  means  probable,  as  being  dircdJr 
repugnant  to  one  of  the  principal  MoJUm  inDitutioDS.     S«fi- 
man,  after  the  blow  he  had  received  at  hukbt,  fled  to  Murae, 
where  he  refided  the  greatell  part  of  this  year.  He  alfo  fold  10 
his  brother  Hf/hdm  his  pretenfions  to  ttie  principality  of  whidi 
he  had  been  deprived,  for  70,000  dinars;  after  which,  he 
eroded  the  fea,  retired  into  Bariary,  and  was  not  (ecn  fix 
fonie  years  afterwards  in  Spain  <", 
Stmt  good       The  following  yeac,  being  the  175th  of  the  Uejra,  the 
fby/iciaii  Klmllf  fent  Mufi  Ein  Ifa  Ebn  Muja  Al  Hijhimi  into  Egypt, 
Bitcndtbi  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  government  there.     About  the  fame 
Kh^lifV    time,  Jaafar  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  Kbdied£bn  Barmac  being  taken 
teuri,        extremely  ill,  the  Khulif  fent  his  own  phyfician  Bakhtijhua  to 
attend  him ;  who  having  cured  him,  Jaafar  chofe  the  dofior's 
fon  Gabriel  for  his  phyfician,  and  made  him  many  very  va- 
luable prefents.     Gairlsl  foon  after  cured  Jaafar  of  another 
difordcr,  by  which  he  acquitcd  no  fmall  degree  of  reputation. 
One  oi  Al  Rojhid's  concubines  ftretching  out  her  hand,  in 
yawning,  it  immediately  grew  UiiF,  and  remained  extended 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  (he  could  not  draw  it  back.  Nor  could 
-     the  application  of  all  forts  of  liniments  and  unguents  to  it,  as 
prefcribed  by  the  molt  able  phyficians  of  the  court,  relieve 
her.     Gabriel,  thereft^'c,  being  recommended  by  Jaafar  to 
her,  he  waited  iirll  upon  the  Khalif  and  defired  bim  to  com- 
mand  her  to  appear  publickly  at  his  levee  ;  which  being  done, 
be  immediately  approached  her,  and  began,  before  the  whole 
circle  of  courtiers,  to  undrcfs  her.     This  threw  her  into  fucfa 

-'  Abu  JjvafaR  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makis,  ubi  fop.  THBOfR»H. 
ubi  Cup.  p.  391.  KoDEBic.  ToLETAN.  ubi  fup.  "  Tmo- 

pHAN.  ubi  lup.  p-  39.;.    RoDEHic,  ToLETAH.  ubi  flip.    Sale'i 

l-Mdim.  difc    p,  J44. 
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confuTion,  that  (he  made  a  violent  efibrt  with  her  whole  body 
to  prevent  him;  and*,  in  the  hurry  and  furprize  this  occa- 
sioned, feized  upon  the  garment  he  teemed  to-he  going  to  take 
off  with  the  pait  afFeSed :  upon' which,  turning  to  the  Khalif, 
he  immediately  cried  out,  "  .O  emperor  of  the  faithful,  the  is 
**  cured."  Then  Ihe  was  ordered  to  move  her  hand  upwards 
and  downwards,  backwards  and  forwards,  and  in  all  direc^ 
tions,  feveral  times ;  after  which,  fhc  found  the  ufeofitper- 
feaiy  reftored.  This  not  a  little  pleafcd  M  RafiAd,  wlio 
tliercupon  made  Gabriel  a  prelcnt  of  500,000  pieces  of  mo- 
.ney.  He  alfo  defired  to  know  what  might  be  the  caufe  of  ia 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  a  diiurder.  To  which  Gabriil  re- 
plied, that,  during  the  time  of  coftion,  a  thin  humoiu*,  being 
agitated  by  the  motion  and  extenfion  of  heat,  attending  this, 
had  diSufcd  itfelf  over  ail  parts  of  her  body,  and,  upon  (he 
.  ilidden  ceflation  of  that  motion,  was  congealed  in  the  interior 
pan  of  the  nerves ;  which  had  obliged  him  to  make  ufe  of  the 
foregoing  artifice,  in  order  to  dilate  the  heat,  dilToIve  thehumour 
that  was  congealed,  and  reflore  a  perfefi  foundnefs  to  the  limb 
.whofe  ufe  had  been  loll.  This  anfwer  wonderfully  pleafcd 
the  Khalift  and  procured  the  doilor  that  prince's  perpetual 
efleem'.  At  this  time,  Al  Rajbid  had  likewife  for  his  phyfician 
Yohana,  or  TahyaEbnMafawiyah,  ^Syrian,  of  the  Cbri^ian  re- 
]tgion,who,  at  the  KhaliJTs  retjueft,  interpreted,  or  explained, 
the  writings  of  the  antient  phyficians,  and  ferved  him  and  his 
iiicceflbrs  in  the  lame  capacity  till  the  reign  o(  Ji  MotawaUf/, 
He  was  greatly  honoured  at  Baghdad,  and  compofed  feveral 
phyfical  treatifes  in  a  very  elegant  llile.  He  likewife  founded 
a.  fort  of  fchool,  or  gymnafium,  there,  wherein  he  inllru£ted 
his  fcholars,  or  young  (ludents,  who  were  very  numerous,  in 
every  branch  of  literature,  but  efpecially  phyfic.  He  was  a 
perfon  of  confiderahle  humour,  and  feveral  of  his  facetious 
iayings  have  been  preferved  l^y  Abu'l-Farej.-  Cotemporary 
with  this  Tahya  was  SaUb  Eta  Nabala,  an  Indian^  wlio  per- 
formed fever<4  remarkable  cures,  and  made  no  mean  figure  at 
M  Rajhld'i  court.  But  for  a  farther  account  oE  this  phyfi- 
ciain,  as  well  as  oi  Gabriel,  Bakhiijhua's  Ton,  our  readers  may 
have  recourfe  to  the  author  la  (I- mentioned,  who,  in  Uiac 
point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisiaftion  n. 

Thb  fame  year,  that  is,  the  i;?5thof  the  Hejra,  Ji  Ra- Al  Amia 
/&W declared  Mohammed  Al  Ami n  his  immediate  fuccefTor,  ic-diclarid 
cording  to  Abu'^aafar  Al^abari;  tho' that  event  fcems  lo'^'Kha- 
have  ijcen  placed  three  years  hi^er  \>y  Abu'l-Farej.     The''*^^"""- 
poet  Saltm  Al  WJher  made  fomc  verles  on  this  occafion,  *°^"f' -'^" 

"  Abu   Jaafae   Al  Tab**.,, At  Makih,  nbi  fup.    Gkec. 
Asu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  ZJ5 — 140. 
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'     which  highly  pleafcd  At  An^t^s  mother  Zebeida,  the  grand-   ' 
J  AaM^tetoi'OxKhahfAbttyaafarAlManfttri  who  dieretipni 

ordered  him  many  valuable  prcfcnts.  We  are  told  likewiJt, 
that  Zfhtida  founded  this  very  yew  the  city  of  Tourit,  in  ihe 
piavinfx  of  Adtrbljm,  M  ber  huiband  bad  before  done  anodicr, 
from  hini  named  HarAnia^  on  the  confines  of  CUtcia,  Sjru, 
•and  Armenia.  About  the  fame  time,  feme  difputcs,  dot 
had  arifen  between  Hejham,  the  wellern  Khattf,  and  bis  hre- 
^ct  Abdallah,  were  terminated,  by  the  retreat  of  thel^iiT, 
who  palled  over  the  fea  intov^Ka;  which  rcftoredpeaceiod 
tranquillity  to  the  Mofltm  provinces  in  &p^n  ". 
'Artiil-  The  nextyear,  being  the  I76ih  of  ^^ Mohammedan wa, 
iian  ex-  beginning  April  29th,  792,  Tahya  Ein  Abdallah  £6n  Hefa 
ti'gBt^id.  Ebit  Hofiin  Ebn  Alt  Ebn  Abu  TaUb  fet  up  for  himfcif,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  Khalif  HarUn  Al  Rajhtd,  in  the  province  of 
Deylanii  and  raifed  a  powerfiil  army  10  fupport  him  in  hi)  d^ 
fe^on.  To  extinguifb  this  rebellion,  Harin  fent  an  annf 
of  50,000  men,  under  the  command  of  Fadl  Ebn  Tal^B^ 
KhdUd  Ebn  Barmac,  whom  he  had  appointed  to  prefide  orn 
Ray,  or  Raya,  Jorjdn,  Aljebal,  in  the  Perfian  Irak,  and  Tafa- 
rijian.  Fad/,  being  arrived  in  Kherafan,  vroK  a  kind  letter  to 
tahya,  and  perfuaded  him  to  fubmittoriieJtiff^;  who, upon 
fadi's  application  to  hitn,  promifed  to  take  him  into  his  pro- 
tedtion.  Upon  which,  ?o(^ffdtfbanded  his  troops, and  wentvritli 
End!  to  Baghdad;  where  heat  firft  met  with  a  gracious  rwep- 
tion  From  Al  Rojhid,  but  was  afterwards  put  in  irons,  »m 
dofely confined.  Thefameyear,the  ATAflft^rcmoved^B/afb 
Jfa  Ebn  Mufa  from  tire  government  of  Egypt,  and  apfWinttJ 
JbralAm  Ebn  Saleh  Ebn  AH  Al  Hdjhtmi  to  fuccecd  him  in  dm 
poft.  Itmay  be  propertoinformourrcadershere,  that/)ifp!» 
was  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  region  of  7a}uri/7iSn  and  theiii- 
^x\S!.oiRaj\  ontheS.  bythediftri£lsofi?flj',and  iSrffztMn,and 
the  province  of  Aderbijdn ;  on  (he  W.  by  Adcrbijdn ;  and  on 
the  N.  by  the  Hyrcanian  fea.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one 
of  which  is  mountainous,  going  properly  under  the  namerf 
Deylam,  and  the  otherabnoft  one  continued  plain,  knownit 
this  time  by  the  name  of  Ghilat-  The  inhabitants  of  thispn*- 
vince  are  called  Dolomites  by  Precopius,  and  DUimnites  bj Ci' 
drtnus.  But,  for  a  more  copious  defcription  of  it,  our  curious  ina 
learned  readers  may  confult  the  authors  here  referred  to  ?■ 

"Abu  ]aafa»  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makih/uW  fop.  G«W' 
Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  232.  Georc.  Jac.  Kehr,  ubifup-F' 
jj.  RoDBRicToLETAs.  obi  flip,  P  Abu  jAAr*»'i,i' 

Tabar,  Al  Ma  kin,  ubi  fup.  p.  m  j,  114.  Ism.  AbuifiB'  '" 
geogr.  Georc.  Cedrkn.  apud  Gol.  in  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p  i°v 
AcATHiAS,  Procof.  hift.  Goib.  lib.  iv.  Golii  lioi.  aJ  Alff 
i,an.  p.  jo^i iio, 
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In   the  177th  year  of  the  Uejra,  the  KhaHf  made  Jmru  Thi  lutf' 
£bit  Jldabrmi  govcrnor-of  Egypt,  in  the  room  of  Ibrahim  Ein  tiraKlai- 
SaUf^t  whom  he  thuught  fit  to  dcpofe ;  but,  in  a  month'stime,  ''^  He- 
rcAorcO  him  to  his  former  poft.     However,  Ibrahim  fcems  to  "'"''''■' 
have  been  not  a  little  affcdted  with  his' difgrace,  the  rcafon  ©f 'f?'"'^'** 
which  has  not  been  handed  down  to  us,  as  he  died  fbon'  'jtmr 
after.     M£allah  Ebn  ZahaT  Ehn  Almtit,  who  came  after  '77- 
him,  was  Toon  removed,  and  fucceedcd  by  Ifisak  Ehn  SeJimau 
jfj  IlJ/hemi,  whom  j^i  Rajhid  fent  to  prefide  over  Egypt.     In 
the  month  of  Stptemiir  this  year,  a  body  of  the  imperial  forces 
advanced  to  Tar/us  in  CiUcia,  with  an  intent  to  invade  the 
MoJUm  territories  i  but  were  obliged  to  retire  from  thence  the 
following  month,  without  accomplifhtng  their  delign.     Ab- 
^almaUc,  one  of  Hejbam's  generals  in  Spam,  lilcewife  marched 
at  the  bead  of  a  formidable  army  as  far  as  the  cities  of  Narhme, 
or  Narbmna,  and  Giretia,  made  him  felf  mailer  of  them,  as  weU 
as  of  all  the  other  places  offlrength  Situated  between  them  and 
die  Mejkm  frontiers,  and  acquired  fuch  a  large  quantity  of  plun- 
«ier  in  this  expedition,  that  the  fifth  part  of  it,  which  fell  to  H^ 
Jham^i  fhare,  amounted  to  the  value  cf  45,000  ^nars.  With 
this  that  prince  iinillied  the  great  mofque  at  drduba,  which 
had  been  founded  by  his  bther ;  and  obliged  the  Chrifiiati  in- 
habitants of  the  country  he  bad  conquered,  and  many  others  ' 
of  their  brethren  fettled  in  the  neighbouring  provinces,  to 
whom  be  was  grown  extremely  terrible,  to  carry  materials  for 
that  puTpofe  to  Cerduba,  where  he  then  rcQded.     HeJhSm  alio 
erected  feveral  new  mofques,  and  repaired  feme  old  ones  that 
were  falling  to  ruin,  in  other  places.     He  lilcewife  built  the 
famous  bridge  at  Cerduba,  that  remained  at  a  monument  of  his 
magnificence  for  feveral  ages.     This  prince  confulting  a  flctl- 
ful  aiholc^er,  in  order  to  luiow  the  length  and  fortune  of  his 
reign,  he  was  told  by  the  artifl,  that  he  ftould  not  prcfide  over 
the  Mojlemi  of  Spain  eight  complete  years ;  but  that  his  Kha- 
lifat there  Ihould  be  profperous,  and  he  always  prove  fuperitw 
to  his  enemies.     This  prediction  at  firfl  greatly  afFe&ed  Hi- 
Jh&rrt,  who  remained  filent  for  fume  time  after  it  was  delivered, 
though  he  amply  rewarded  the  aftrologer  for  the  trouble  he 
had  given  him.     He  afterwards  alfo  applied  himfelf  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  all  political  virtues,  adminiflered  juftice  to  the  poor 
with  fo  much  impartiality,  and  treated  the  people  in  general, 
botii  MaJUms  and  Cbrijliaits,  that  he  governed,  with  fuch  affa- 
bility and  beneficence,  that  he  was  almoll  adored  by  the  whole 
body  of  his  fubjc^.     He  firft  invaded  Galicia  in  the  i7Sth 
year  of  the  Hejra,  where  he  then  committed  dreadful  devaf- 
.tations ;  but,  on  his  return  home,  was  met  and  attacked  by 
Ftrtmuad,  oiBermude,  though  with  what  fucc^fs  we  are  not 
told  by  any  good  author.    Some  of  the  Spanijh  viiXsis,  how- 
4  «ver, 
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ever,  inform  us,  that,  after  the  redudion  of  Narbom,  Girma, 
and  the  other  places  above-mentioned,  he  made  an  irrupboa 
into  Bi/ci^  and  Aflvrias,  laying  wade  all  the  country  through 
which  he  .moved  ;  but  that  at  laft  he  received  a  Hgnal  ova- 
throw  from  the  forces  commanded  by  Alphonfut,  or  JIsbj, 
li.  who  drove  him  from  thence  with  the  (hughter  of  70,000 
men.     It  mull  neverthelefs  be  owned,  that  this  laft  article  im 
not  been  fo  much  as  mentioned  by  any  of  the  moft  autheuu 
jfrat  hiftorians  ^. 
S9M1  tcBi-      The  following  year,  beingthe  178th  of  the  Mejra,  MR^' 
moiuns  in  Jh;d  ordered  IJhak  Bin  Seliman  Al  fiojhtmi  to  retire  from 
Armenia,  Egjpt,  and  made  Hazima  Ebn  Ayan  his  lieutenant  there.  Bat 
attdCa.-    fiazima  did  not  long  remain  in  polTellion  of  that  honounUe 
mach  i«-  pojj ,  |jgi„g  f,^  ^f^j  banilhed  by  the  Khali/  into  A/rut. 
*T^'it  He  was  fuccceded  by  Ahd'alwaUc  Ehn  SaUh  Bbn  M  A!  Hi- 
Z'fbTtl'r^""'*  who  appointed  Ahdaikh  Ehn  Al  Mefabbib  to  coUefi  the 
"3  ^"'  tribute  impofed  on  thofc  who  refufed  to  profefs  Iflam,  and  the 
cufloms  there,  and  on  fomc  occafiorts  to  officiate  for  hiro  i> 
the  mofque.  Wc  muft  not  foreet  to  remark,  that  when  Muft 
Ebn  IJtt  EbnMifa  Al  mjhemiwK  governor  of  Egypt,  he/e- 
paired  and  inlarged  the  great  mofque  at  Mcfr,  andput  it  am 
jhe  fonn  wherein  it  remained  to  the  time  of  Eutychiui,   II 
appears  from  Theophanet,  that  fome  commotions  happened  in 
Armenia;  and  that  the  people  of  that  country  dcIii-ereJ the 
fortrcfs  of  Catnach,  or  Kamakh,  into  the  hands  of  the  Araii, 
the  ptefentyear  '. 
Al  Ralhid     Thb  next  year,  being  the  179th  of  the  HcjrOy  Al  Ra^'t 
ftrjurmi  flConfulted  all  the  principal  doflors  of  the  law  at  Baghiidt  id 
filgrimngt^^'yv  whether  he  was  obliged  to  undertake  a  journey  00  foot 
ta  Mecca  to  Micca^  in  confequence  of  a  vow  he  had  formerly  tniit. 
•a/tit.      That  prince  being  in  great  perplexity, and  diftrels,  and  even 
almofl  overwhelmed  with  the  affli^ions  he  found  himlclf 
obliged  to  ftiftain  in  the  Khalifat  of  his  brother  Al  Hsii, 
vowed  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  on  foot,  if  it 
fhould  pleafe  God  ever  to  deliver  him  out  of  thofe  troubles 
However,  after  his  elevation  to  the  Khalifat-,  manv  of  hii 
courtiers  remonftratcd  to  him,  diat  hf  was  under  no  ofclieaitti 
to  vifu  the  Caaba  in  the  manner  he  had  propofed.    Upon 
which,  he  thought  Bt  to  apply  to  ±e  aforcfaid  dolors  for  tbdt 

■  4  Abv  JkAfar  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fop,  p,  iTf 
Theophan.  ubi  fup.  p.  394.  Geoio.  Cedreh.  hiftoriar.  com- 
pend.  p.  471.  RoDEitrc.  ToLETAN.  ubi  fup.  c.  xviti,  iNi.u- 
p.  iS.  19.  Joan.  Vas.  Hifpan.  chronic.  Vide  eciam  Hifpan. illi>' 
Orat.  tom.i.  p.  705,  706.  FrancofHrii,  1603.  '  AaojAAfAi 
J^LTABAR.  AlMakin,  obi  fup.  EuTyCH.ubifup,  p.4c6,+07. 
Theofhan.  ubi  fup.  p.  39J,  396. 
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d«cifion  in  To  momentous  a  pointy  and  they  being  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  his  foimer  vow  was  obligatory,  be  fet  out 
from.  Ba^hilad  for  Mecca,  went  on  pilgrimage  (hither,  and  re- 
turned to  his  capital  on  foot,  this  prefent  year;, which  was 
never  afterwards  performed  by  any  future  Khalif,  accord- 
ing to  /^bu  'Jaafar  AlTabari.  We  are  likewife  told,  that 
the  roads  through  which  he  paRcd  were  covered  with  rich, 
carpets,  and  a  variety  of  fluffs  of  very  confiderable  price. 
About  the  fame  lime,  Al  Rajhld  zifo  appointed  his  brother 
jIhtCaUab  Ebn  Jl  Mohdi,  after  the  difmilBon  of  Ahfalmalec 
Mbtt  SnUh,  to  prcfidc  over  Egypt ;  butj  in  a  (hort  time,  he 
removed  him  from  that  poft,  and  fubftituted  AH!/a  £in  I/a 
M  Hajhtmi  in  his  room  '. 

The  lame  year,  that  is,  the  179th  of  the  Mofltm  aera,  ac-  Malec 
cording  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tahari,  tho'  others  are  of  a  diffc-  ^n  Am 
rent  opinion,  died  Abu  Abd'allah  Mdlec  Ebn  Ant  AlAJbehi  At'"'- 
Adedini,  the  founder  of  the  fecond  orthodox  fed,  who  is  faid 
to  have  paid  great  regard  to  the  traditions  of  Ahhammed.  He 
\gcM  amongll  the  Arabi  by  the  name  of  the  Imam  of  the  city 
0/  thejiighl,  as  he  was  a  native  of  Medina.  He  Was  bom  in 
the  year  of  the  Hfjra  90,  93,  94,  or  95,  (for  fo  much  do  the 
JlAoJlem  writers  differ  about  the  year  of  his  birth)  and  confe- 
quently  attained  to  a  very  old  age.  Some  of  thofe  writers  pre- 
tend,  that  he  was  three  whole  years  in  his  mother's  womb. 
In  his  la(^  tllnefs,  a  friend  going  to  vifit  him,  found  him  in 
tears,  and  alking  him  the  reafon  of  it,  heanfwered,  "How 
"  fliould  I  not  weep ;  and  who  has  more  reafon  to  weqi  than 
•'  XI  Would  to  God  that  for  every  queftion  decided  by  me, 
*'  according  to  my  own  opinion,  I  had  received  fo  many 
*'  ftripes!  then  would  my  accounts"  be  eafier.  Would  to 
»*  God  I  had  never  given  any  decifion  of  my  own  !"  At 
Gbazali  thinks  it  a  fufficient  proof  of  Makes  direfling  his 
knowledge  to  the  glory  of  God,  that,  being  once  afked  his 
opinion  as  to  forty-eight  queftions,  his  anfwer  to  tbirty-two 
of  them  was,  that  he  did  not  know ;  it  being  no  cafy  matter 
for  one  who  has  any  other  view  than  God's  glory,  to  make  fo 
frank  a  cOnfeOion  of  his  ignorance.  A  certain  perfon  having 
once  demanded  of  him  whether  it  was  lawful  to  ufe  a  porpoife, 
orfea-hsg,  for  food,  heanfwered  in  the  negative  rand,  in 
fttpport  of  his  decifion,  obferved,  that  tho'  it  was  really  a  fifli, 
yet  the  name  it  bore  made  it  pafs  for  a  hog,  which  every  Mef- 
lem  was  abfolutely  forbidden  to  eat.  Nor  is  this  to  be  won- 
dered at;  the  impofition  of  names  being,  according  to  a  tra- 
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di'don  that  prevails  amongd  the  A&bammttiaia,  of  divine  on- 
ginal.     It  may  not  be  improper  to  obrerve*  that  the  dodtioe 
of  Maiec  is  chiefly  followed  in  Btirbary  and  oiher  part)  of 
Jfrka.     The  Mefiems  of  the  weft  are  iaid  to  have  w«ed  mi 
■vt\^  MonfaW.  laGalicia,  this  year,  with  very  bad  (uccdi ; 
the  forces  of  that  prince  having  fallied  out  upon  them  from 
the  mountains,  intirely  defeated  them,  cut  man^  of  them  to 
pieces,  taken  a  confiderable  number  prifoners,  and  driven  ill 
the  reft  out  of  the  province.     Soon  after  which  event,  fitfim 
departed  this  life,  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  pFcdifhon, 
before  he  had  completed  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign.  He  Wis 
fucceeded  by  his  fon  Hakem^  v^o  fat  twenty  fix  years,  Bn 
months,  and  twenty  days,  upon  the  MoJUm  throne  in  SpatH '. 
AlRalhid      In  the  iSoth  year  of  the  Hyra,  beginning  ,3/<tr<^  iftb, 
»■«.«/«      796,  JlRaJhid  removed  Mufa  Ebn  Ifa  Jl  H^emi  from  tbc 
tbt  terri-    government  of  Egypt,  and  made  his  brother  Ah^aUah  Ei»  M 
Uriel  of    Mohdi  the  lieutenant  of  that  country  a  fecond  time.    He  allb 
J^'  entered  the  dominions  of  the  Grwi  emperor  either  this  or  die 

week),     following  year,  with  a  formidable  army,  took  the  city  of  Tht- 
hafa  in  Zyfflsti'u,  called  Ai  Sa/saf  by  (otoe  of  the //ra^  writen, 
ravaged  the  neighbouring  territory,  In  a  dreadful  manner,  aod 
then  returned  home  M-lth  an  immenfe  quantity  of  plunder,  and 
I  without  having  fuUained  any  confiderable  lofs.      Thb  yen 

alft),  according  to  y^bu  "Jaafar  Al  Tabari,  died  Hcjham  Eia 
Abd'alrabnian,  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab,  and  was  fuccee<led 
by  his  fon  Hatem  Ebn  Hejham  in  the  kingdom,  or  Kbaljfft, 
creded  hy  the  MofUna  in  Spain.  Hakem-,  or  Al  Hakim,  wu 
a  prince  of  great  prudence  and  refolutlon,  and  atiended  in 
moft  of  hia  enterprizes  with  good .  fuccefs.  His  guards  i* 
tarps^  or  life-guards,  confifted  of  5000  men,  3000  of  which, 
if  we  will  believe  Rederk  of  Teitdo,  were  lenegado's,  tni 
2000  of  them  eunuchs.  Part  of  them  were  deftined  for  the 
defence  of  hi»  perfon,  and  the  other  part  he  placed  a» « 
garifon  in  his  capital  city.  He  caufed  juflice  to  be  impir- 
tially  adminiftered  to  the  pooreft  of  bis  fubjeSs,  brought 
even  the  greatcft  to  condign  puniflunent  for  their  aitna. 
Mid  was  cxEremeiy  charitable,  liberaJ,  and  muniJicent.  We 
muft  not  omit  obferving,  that  the  KbaUf  Harun  Al  RaJHd 
excefllvely  regretced  the  death  of  Maltc  Ebn  Am,  for  whom 
he  always  entertained  the  moft  peifei^  eft^m.  That  priKC 
one  day  defiring  Malec  to  come  to  the  palace^  in  order 

t  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  AlMakih.  ubi  fup.  Al  Bot- 
HARi,  Ism.  Abulped.  Ebn  Khalecah,  Poc.  not.  in  fpec.  hit 
Arab.  p.  294 — ^296.  AlGuazali,  apud  Pocockium,  ubifup. 
utci  ipfePococK.  ibid.  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient.  p-539>54°- 
Lauai,  Rddekic.  ToLETAS.ubi  fup.  c.  XX,  xxi,  p.  19.' 
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te  inflniA  his  Ions,  the  MoJUm  dodor  anrwered,  **  Know- 

"  ledge  will  not  wait  upon  any  pCrfon,  but  is  itielf  to  be 

••   'waited  upon."     "  You  are  in  the  right  of  it,"  faid  Harun  \ 

**   and  therefoFt  they  fball  attend  you  in  the  place  to  which 

••   other  children  refort  for  the  benefit  of  your  inftruftion/* 

And  he  was  as  good  as  his  word ;  for  he  fent  them  conllantly 

to    Che  public  mofque,  where  many  of  his  fubjefls  children 

■net  Tor  the  fame  purpofe,  to  receive  the  documents  of  this 

cdebratcd  fage.     A^aJte  is  reported  to  hare  faid,  that  all  the 

■naflers,  whole  fcholai  be  had  been  ia  his  younger  years,  came 

to  learn  of  him  beTorc  their  death.     The  funeral  fervice  was 

performed  over  him,  accoTiiit^  to /tiu  yaafhrjIiTaitiri,  by 

one  of  hii  difciples,  01  followers,  named  Elin  JbuDatuib  '. 

The  following  year,  being  the  181ft  of  the  HtjrOf  com-  thttetv 
■nencing  March  5th,  797,  the  Kbaiif  recalled  his  brother  rtnctt  »f 
^bdaUab  Ebn  AlMihdt  from  Egypt,  and  fent  Jfituitl  Ehn  Sa-  'it year 
hh  thither  to  take  the  government  of  that  country  upon  htm.  '^i* 
About  this  time,  dirhims  were  ftruck  in  the  mint  diat  had  been 
fet  up  at  Saurai,  Sarai,  or  Sariyak,  a  veiy  confiderahle  city  of 
Tabarj/ldn,  or  Tabrejim ;  one  of  them  coined  there  the  preced- 
ing vear  having  been  difcovered  on  the  coaft  of  the  Baltick,  not 
far  from  Dantzuk,  in  the^ear  1722.  On  one  fide  are  feen  the 
blowing  words.  In  the  city  e/'Saurai,  om  butidredand  tightyi 
i.e.  Ctintd  in  that  city,  in  tbt  iBotb  year  ef  thftiejn;  which 
aofwcTs  to  patt  of  the  years  of  Christ  796,  and  797.  The 
reverie  exhibits  the  following  infcription,  Mohammed  ij  ihe 
apeflU  of  Gon,  may  God  he  propitious  to  him,  and  make  htm 
happy!  /n/ifKhalifatf/*  Al  Raskid  Jaafar.  Hencewe 
learn  (which  not  a  little  enhances  the  value  of  this  dirbim) 
that  the  Kbaiif  Har^  AlRaJhld  was  furnamed  'Jaafar,  as  well 
as  Abu  Jaafar  and  AlRaJiAd;  which  cannot  be  intened  front 
sny  of  the  Arab  hiftorians,  nor  even  any  of  the  oriental  ' 
writers  that  have  fupplicd  M.  D'Htrbtlot  with  materials  for 
his  very  valuable  work.  M.Jtr^Vim>gineg,thatagreat  num- 
ber of  thofe  pieces  were  ftruck  in  the  iSoth  year  t^the  Htjra 
by  AlRaPld,  before  he  fet  out  from  Baghadd oa  his  expedi- 
tion againft  the  Greets,  and  put  into  tha  military  cbeft,  in 
order  to  animate  the  foldiery,  and  induce  them  to  diftinguilh 
themfelves  in  an  extraordinary  manner;  in  which,  perhaps, 
he  may  not  be  very  remote  from  truth.  According  to  Tiit- 
pbanet,  the  /trabi  received  a  notable  overthrow  this  year  from 
the  Grteks,  at  no  great  diflance  from  Epbefus ;  but  the  Arab 
hiltorians  have  not  taken  the  leaft  notice  of  this  action,  of 
which  even  the  Greek  author  himfelf  has  handed  down  to 

■  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubifup.  Thioprah. 
nbi  fup.  p.  396.  RoDEftic.  ToLETAH'  ubi  fup.  c.  xu.  f.  19.  Ab 
Ghazali,  Poc.  not.  ad  fpec.  hill.  Arab.  p.  19c. 
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us  very  few  particulars.  So/iman  and  j4hd'a/laB,  who  had 
been  (Jriven  by  their  brother  He/ham  into  AfrUay  having  been 
apprized  of  that  prince's  death,  and  of  his  fon  Al  Hahafa 
SjCCelBon  to  the  crown,  ^embled  about  this  time  a  body  of 
troops,  to  difpute  d>e  weOcm  Khalifat  with  the  lattw,  aoi) 
inade  the  neceffary  difpofitions  for  returning  into  Spoilt '. 
oniefthe  TflE  next  year,  being  the  iSzd  of  the  Htjra^  M RafiiU 
y«r  182.  appointed  yfi  Lelt  Bbn  yfl  Fadi,  one  of  his  fervants,  to  prefide 
over  Egypt.  Not  long  after,  the  KhaUfftnt  an  cmbiuQador, 
with  magnificent  prefents,  to  the  court  of  Charltmagt*,  or 
Charks  the  Greats  king  of  Franci,  and  emperor  of  the  wefi, 
who  was  admitted  to.  an  audience  at  a  place  between  f^eraUt 
or  VerctlU^  and  Ivrea,  the  Vtrttlite  and  Eptrtdia  of  the  as- 
tients,  and  received  with  great  marks  of  diAin£tioii  by  that 
prince.  It  feems  to  appear  from  Theophantiy  that  tbc  jtr^ 
made  an  ioipreSon,  about  this  time,  upon  the  imperial  tcn^ 
tories,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Amtrium  in  Pbrygia  with  a 
very  confiderabic  force  ;  but  they  were  foon  obliged  to  redr* 
from  thence,  if  we  will  believe  this  author,  with  Tome  pri- 
loners  they  had  taken,  and  without  having  ^RW^ed  any  thine 
of  note.  We  are  told  by  Roderic  of  Toiidt^  th^t  Stlimm  and 
Ab^allah  landed  with  a  body  of  troops  in  Spaing  and  fixed 
their  head >- quarters  ar  V^lmcicy  in  order  to  drive  their  n^ihew 
'  M  Hakem  ^om  thence,  about  the  prefent  year.  The  ]^»/km 
empire  confifted  now  of  the  extenfive  provinces  of  ^ria^ 
PaUJlint,  Arabia^  Perfia^  Armtnia,  Nalalia,  Mtdia,  or  AJter- 
ttjAn,  Babylonia,  AJfyria,  Sindia,  Sijifldn,  KhorefaK,  TabreftaHy 
jarjan,  'Zableflan,  or  SabUJlaa,  MtnoarSbtahr,  or  Grtat  Bak' 
baria,  Egypt,  Libya,  Mauritania,  and  others,  that  rendered  it 
.  the  mpft  formidable  and  puiHant  ftate  in  the  world.  The 
jiAoJiems  were  lilcewifc  now  in  pofTeffion  of  moft  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  Spain,  together  with  fomc  part  of  Frame ;  tho'  the 
prince  that  prefided  over  them  there  feems  to  have  been  ind^ 
pendent  on  Al  Rajhid,  who  might,  at  this  jundure,  with  gteat 
propriety,  have  been  ftilcd  the  Khatifoi  the  caft  ", 
The  Kha-  In  the  183d  year  of  the  Hejra,  beginning  February  12th, 
kan  maiti  799,  the  Khaian  fcnt  a  numerous  army  through  the  Cajpita 
tu  irrut-    iiraits,  called  by  the  Arabs  Babalabwdi,  w  the  gate  ff  gates, 

*  Astr  Ja\fak  AlTabak,  AlMarin,  ubi  fup.  Gioac. 
I'AC.  Kehk,  nbifup.  p,  21 — "zy  Thsophah.  chronograph,  p. 
396.  RoDERiQ.  ToLETAN.  ubi  fup.  Joan.  Vaj.  Hif^ao.  Chro- 
me. Videetjani  Hifpan. ilJuftra:,  torn.  i.  p-yoj. 

'  Abu  jAAfAR  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fcp.  p.  iij. 
ScripCor.  rer.  Geruianicar.  a  Caiolo  M.  ulque  ad  Fridericum  III. 
p.  58.  ad  fin.  vit.  Carol.  M,  Argentorari,  1701.  Theophah.  ubi 
lup.  p.  397,  etalih.  Georc  Jtc.  K'Btiii,  ubi  fap.  p.  ai.  R»o£- 
aic.  ToLSTAH.  ubi  fup.  cxxi.  p.  19. 
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to  make  an  irruption  into  the  Mefltm  territories.  Theft  ho-  linn  inf» 
ftilities  *ere  committed  againft  the  Khaltf  by  tlje  Khaian,  in  '*/  Kh«- 
erdcr  to  revenge  his  dauphter'a  tteath ;  who,  having  been  be-  'if  V  ttrrt' 
trothdi  to  Fadl  Ehn  Yahja  Ehn  Khalti  Ehn  Barmac,  and  'oriei. 
coining  to  Barth^a,  to  be  married  to  hiiA,  died  there  a  natu- 
#al  death :  upon  which,  the  retinue  that  attended  her  returned 
home,  and  g^cve  out,  tho'  without  the  leall  appearance  of  truth, 
that  flic  was  privately  deftroyed.  This  greatly  incenfing  the 
Khitan,  that  prince's  forces,  by  his  order,  entered  Mawara'l' 
hahry  put  a  vaft  number  of  t^c  Khalifas  fubje£h  in  that  pro- 
vince to  the  fword,  and  carried  off  above  100,000  of  them 
prifoners.  Eitherthisor  the  foljowing year,  one  f:SAiRojhi£% 
g6r>eral3,  called  Abimelee  by  Thitphanei,  with  a  body  of  troopi 
tavaged  the  provinces  of  Cappaelacia  and  Galotia  :  upon  whicli, 
■  negotiation  was  fet  on  foot  between  i\icKhalifa,ni  the  emprefs 
trtnty  for  ^n  accommodation  between  the  two  powers ;  but 
without  eflWl.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  year,  MSfa 
Eht  Jaafar  Ebn  Mabammtd  Ebn  Hefiin  Ebn  Ait  Ehn  Aba 
X&ltby  who  had  beeti  imprifoned  at  Baghdad,  was  put  to  death 
fai  the  prifon  where  he  had  been  confined,  by  Al  Rapid's 
order.  He  left  eighteen  fons  and  twenty-three  daughters  be- 
hind him,  and  was  buried  in  the  wenern,  or  old,  city  of 
Baghdad.  About  this  time,  Ssliman  and  Abd'allah  afTembled 
their  forces  at  FaUneta,  and  had  feveral  bride  rencounters  with 
feme  parties  and  detachments  of  Al  Hokem'i  troops ;  tho'  no- 
thing decifive  happened,  during  the  courfe  of  it,  in  Spain  r. 

Ik  the   184th,  or  185th,  year  of  the  Mohammedan  aera,  ThiCM- 
Abimeltch  made  another  irruption  with  a  body  qf  light-armed  Siastdt- 
troops  Tnto  the  imperial  territories,  and  penetrated  to  Man- fiatid  b/ 
gana.    From  thence  he  fcnt  a  detachment  to  the  ftables  of '*' Ari^ 
Stauraclns,  which  carried  off  tlie  horfes  there,  and  one  in  ""^  Al 
particular  that  the  emprefi  Irene  herfclf  fometimes  ufed.    An-  Hakem 
other  body  of  the  Arabs  fell  into  Lydia,  where  they  committed  "*''"»'  « 
terrible  depredations,  and  returned  home  loa'ded  with  booty.  ""'^  "', 
A  third  body  of  troops  of  the  fame  nation  attacked  the  impc-  c'  ■'"^  '* 
rial  forces  commanded  by  Ptter,  a  patrician,  put  them  to   ™ 
flight,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  their  baggage,  pro- 
viiions,  and  military  (lores.    The  Chrijltans  fuffered  extremely 
in  the  a^ion ;    Theephantt  Teeming  to  intimate,  thflt  a  vaft 
number  oftheir  men,  and  amongftthem  many  officers  of  note, 
were  killed  upon  the  fpot.    In  the  1 84Ch  year  of  tiie  Hejra,  the 
KhaiifHarun  Al  Rajhid,  according  to  Ebn  Shehnab,  likewifc 
fent  /iriTj6ifli£4re/^M  into  the  weflern  part  of  A/rua,  to  take 
^)on  him  the  government  of  a  trait  of  very  confiderable  ex- 

T  Gkec.  Abv'l-Faka),  ubi  fup.  p.  233-  Act;  Jaafar  At 
Tabar.  Al  Macik,  ubi  fup.  TiitoPUAti.  ubi  fup.  p.  399.  Ko- 
DiBic.  ToLU'AH.  ubi  flip. 
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tent  there.  About  the  fame  iline,  Jl  Heitm  gave  his  tudtj 
ba'tle,  and  overthrew  them  with  incredible  flaughter.  St6- 
me,n,  cne  of  them,  was  killed  upon  the  fpot ;  and  Jb^tM, 
the  other,  with  great  .difficult);  made  his  ercape  to  V^om, 
where  he  was  Ihut  up  \>y  the  vi^r*!  troops.  This  memft- 
rable  baitle,  fuught  in  the  1 84th  year  of  the  Hejra,  if  we  will 
believe  Redtrlc,  to  often  cited  here,  determined  die  fttt  tt 
Spain  '■. 
Aae-  TnEnextyear,  being  die  185th  of  the /£r^a,  comnKW- 

ttmitaf    ing yenuary  21  &,  Soi*  fomf  dEtri6/nu  were Aruck  in  tbcmiu 
Samar-      ere^ed  at  Samarkatui;  one  of  which  was  found  not  far  &aA 
kand,        i)an(!E(fit,in  the  year  1722,  Semariand,t\x  capital  of  J/rtt- 
y     J.       ra'lnabrt  icems  to  be  the  MaracaKda  of  die  antients.  Cud  by  A- 
Jem:  air-    ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  metropolis  of  the  Sagd'iantfZnA  is  placed  hjEi» 
'^'"*         Hawie/y  otEinHawiul,  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  ftvaSifi. 
firiui  ■      ^'  has  always  been  eftcemed  as  one  of  the  moft  renowned  dtto 
Iq,_         of  Afia,  being  fituated  in  a  moft  delightful  tr>^,  denoniottcd 
theA'«/f^or£<iinariJ'0'u/,onaconfiderab]enver,tbatrunsthi«^ 
the  tuwii,  and  twelve  parafangs  in  circumference  i  atleiftit! 
walls  were  of  chat  extent  in  the  time  of  Stlfin  MthtMmii 
KhoivarazmSMh,  before  it  was  reduced  byfenghixKidii,  Fran 
the  charinin|;  plain,  confidered  by  the  orientals  as  oneofibe 
(our  Tempi's  oi  Afia^  in  the  fouthern  part  of  which  tfaitdi^ 
is  fituated,  and  going  under  the  name  of  the  S«gi,  \-  '•  "* 
plain,  ai  valLy,  e/' Samarkand,  the  province  in  which  it  Ibodi 
was  called  Sogdiana  by  the  antienis.  The  people  of  the  coun- 
try have  a  tradition,  that  this  capital  was  founded  bf  om  of 
the  ptinces  of  the  tribe  of  Hamyar,  fettled  in  Tanum,  that  M 
the  general  title  of  Tabbo,  otfueetjiir,  tho'  they  do  not  tde 
upon  them  to  determine  with  any  precifion  the  time  of  its  fwi- 
dation ;  and,  in  fuppoit  of  this  tradition,  they  pretend,  thit 
an  infcription,  written  in  the  old /fum^Ar/i/f  chara^r,  ffu 
dug  up  near  one  of  thegatesof  S'dRiari'anf/.    If  this  be  adinit' 
ted  by  thelearned,  they  mull  likewifc  allow,  that  tbe  kingdom 
of  the  Hamyaritei  was  formed  of  feveral  very  extenfive  pr<> 
vinces }  the  city  of  Samarkand  being,  according  to  AlBirjaii, 
the  geographer,  about  looo  parafangs  diftant  from  thitof ^- 
naa,  iht  metropolis  of  Yeman.     Kbaadtmir  and  the  autborof 
the  Lib  Tarikb,  or  Labb  Al  TawJrikby  write,  that  the  caftle  of 
Samarkand  wM  built  hy  Kijbta/b,  the  fon  oi  Ltrajp,  Lthr^ 
<3r  Laliorajh,  king  of  i**r^fl,  of  the  feconddynally,  tailed  ilw 
dynafty  of  Kay^  or  the  Kaitmiam  j   who  l^kewife  trefltd » 
wall  1 20  parafangs  long,  that  indofed  the  diftrid  of  &^' 
^dn^,  and  defended  it  from  the  courles  of  the  people  of  f'i''^ 
•  THEoriiAN.  ubi  fup.  p.  400.     Ei»  SRouHtH,  Rodi«"<^ 
ToLETAN.  ubifup.    JoAB.  Vas.  Hifpan.  chronic     \iittu* 
Hifpan,illuftrat.  p.  707.  Frascofurti,  1605. 
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or  Ttirkift^.     But^  notwithftanding  this,  there  U  Ibme  reafon 
to  believe  that  this  city  was  founded  b^  JUxender  the  Great ; 
at  leaft  if  we  will  pay  any  regard  to  the  authority  of  Taiil 
Ehn  4l><faUah,  ttie  Syrian  geographer.     Some  authors  relaie* 
tbat  the  Meflenu  firft  made  thcmrelves  maiiers  of  Samarkand^ 
under  the  conduct  of  Katiba  Eint  Mtfitm,  in  the  tilJch  year 
of  the  H^ra,  and  not  the  85th,  as  we  find  afltrried  by  M. 
jyHerbetat ;  but  odiers  believe,  that  they  (irft  reduced  that 
{dace  in  the  93d  year  of  the  Mehammedan  irra,  the  very  year 
in  which  Tarif  begun  his  conquefts  in  Spain.     It  fell  aftcr- 
-WKrds  into  the  hands  of  the  Soltam,  or  Khans,  of  Khmvaraam^ 
and  was  taken  and  pillaged  by  'JtnghiT.  Khan  in  the  year  of  th« 
Hfjra  617.     But  Timmr  B/g,  or  Timir  Bit,  the  Temerlam 
cf  the  Eurtfieans,  reltored  it,  rendered  it  more  flourilhing 
than  ever,  and  made  it  the  feat  of  his  empire  in  the  year 
of  the  Hejra  771.     After  which,   ic  continued. to  be  the 
rcfidence  of  his  defccndants,  till  they  were  driven  from  ^hence 
1^  the  Uzieit,  who  have  remuned  in  pollellion  of  it  to  thil 
day.     If  Samarkand  anfwers  to  the  Maracanda  of  the  an- 
tieats,  as  the  affinity  between  thofe  two  names  may  render 
fomething  probable,  it  could  not  well  have  been  founded  by 
jUexendtT  the  Great;  fincc  Maracanda  was  demolished  by 
that  princCi  as  we  learn  ^m  Strabe.     Adjacent  to  this  city, 
denominated  Samaul  Han,  Sa-ma-han,  and  fometimes  ffarr, 
by  the  Chiwfe,  is  the  little  hill  Cuhac,  that  fupplies  the  inha- 
bitants with  large  quantities  of  flones,  out  of  its  bowels,  with 
Trbich  theftreetsof  £iiffMriiini/are  paved.  The  plain,  or  val- 
ley, in  the  language  of  this  country  Sogd^  is,  according  to 
fome  modern  travelleis,  about  eight  days  journey  in  length, 
and  ftrctchcs  icfelf  out  from  the  diftrid  of  Btihara  ta  the 
txinfines  of  ^ Battmi  banning  almve  twenty  parafangs  above 
Samarkand.    It  is  compoled  intireiy  of  moft  beautiful  gardens 
and  verdant  meads ;  the  former  of  which  the  neighbouring 
rivers  perpetually  refreih  with  their  falucary  irrigations.     Tha 
walls  of  this  city,  being  twelve  parafangs  in  circumference, 
had  fbrmerly  twelve  Iron-gates,  a  paiafang  diflant  from  each 
other,  and  between  every  two  of  them  a  centry  was  polted. 
Xhe  t<^s  of  thefc  walls  were  adorned  with  gailcries  and 
towers,  which  rendered  the  place  likewife  more  capable  of* 
fuftaining  a  ficge.     T^e  inner  or  interior  city  had  four  gates 
only,  contained  the  citadel  and  other  public  buddings,  and  was 
watered  by  a  river,  carried  through  leaden  pipes  into  the  fofs 
oc  ditch,  rtiat  enixred  the  town  near  the  gate  of  Kajh     In  the 
Aaysoi  Ramujit,  it  was  as  big  as  Cairo,  ot  At  Kahirah,  the 
metropolis  of  Egypt,  and  could  at  dtat  time  fend  into  the 
field  a  body  of  60,000  horfe.     The  religions  formerly  tole- 
iiUed  bere  were  th«  Cbrijiian,  as  profcflco  by  th«  t^ijitriantt 
Y  3  thfl 
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the  Mihemmedatiy  the  Magiea,  and  the  Stttkn  ;  At  twftbft 
of  which  have  been  abfui^ljr  conroundeti  by  M*  Kdr.  it 
flands  about  feven  days  Journey  north  of  the  city  of  BMki^ 
and  falls  ihort  at  prefent  of  being  (b  f(^did  as  in  tjma  pafi; 
though  it  IK  Dill  very  large  and  populous.  'Tis  fortified  with 
ftrong  bulwarks  of  earth,  and  its  buildings  are  in  much  Ac 
fame  condition  as  thofe  of  the  city  of  Baihara,  exccptingtbat 
more  of  its  houfes  confifl  of  ftnne,  which  is  brought  ina 
fome  quarries  about  the  town.  The  beautiful  fiik  paper  made 
at  Samarkand  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  bcfl  >a  ^/iot  aal  ii 
much  eltcem^  all  over  the  caft.  The  academy  of  (cicDctt, 
that  flourishes  here,  is  at  prefent  one  of  the  moil  famous  liab 
of  literature  amongfl  the  Mohem"udans.  Amongfl  the  leanml 
men  produced  by  this  ciiy  may  be  ranked  the  fbllowiif : 
Sbams-adA'm  Mobammtd  Ebn  JJhraf  Al  Hafiini,  who  wioie 
fome  obfervatioris  concerning  the  method  to  be  ufcd  in  dilpa- 
,  tations,  as  alfo  concerning  figures  and  the  elements  of  |ea- 

metry,  in  jfrabic,  togcdur  with  a  recenfion  of  the  commen- 
taries upon  thcX^nin;  Abu  Ahmed  Mtb^mmtd  Ebn  Jidtham- 
medAlOmariy  who  penned  a  treattfc  in  Arabic  upon  the  an 
ofdifputlngi  ^^»V£(^ni,whocompofed  a  book  upontbede- 
liverancc  of  the  mind  from  error  i  Mahammtd  Ebn  Mahmii 
Ebn  Mehanurud,  who  publiQied  a  treatife  in  Arabic  upon  ibe 
various  readings  of  the  Koran ;  a  MS.  copy  of  which  work  it 
faid  to  have  been  brought  out  of  the  eaft  by  Stgiurt  PiUn 
Delia  Fall*,  a  Roman  nobleman,  and  to  be  Ail!  exuot  at  Smt, 
by  Father  Marracci ;  Abu'l  Ltttbi  Na/r  Ebn  Mtkatnatd  Bh 
ibrabim^  who  wrote  a  commentary  upon  the  Keraity  a  pieces 
JQtitled,  Singular  tofts  end  aUtgatitini  of  law,  Thifattrui  J»rif 
frudeniiat  a  beautiful  copy  ol  which  is  preferved  in  the  dtiu 
of  San-Galka'i  magnificeot  library,  The  inftruHim  af  tit  »/- 
lUivni,  a  collection  of  moral  hi{lorics,  and  a  treatife  bearing 
the  title  of  hjiruition  preparattry  to  prayer  j  all  which  wot 
cooipofed  and  written  in  Arabic  i  Rcoi-addm  Mobammtd,  i 
fvnaia  lawyer  and  civilian,  as  weU  as  the  author  laft-men- 
tioned,  who  publilhed  an  Indian  philofuphical  and  migicd 
book  in  Arabic,  at  Kanuti,  or  Kenulbi,  a  city  of  India,  what 
Soken  AH  Adirza,  of  the  line  of  Ttf«n-/a«,  reigned.  Tn 
this  piece  he  prefixed  the  title  of  The  eijiim  of  lift.  N^ 
addin  Mohammed  Ebn  Aii,  who  penned  a  book,  intttled,  Sj- 
nopfti  medidna  praHicie,  treating  of  the  cauies,  fymplciDii 
and  cure,  of  all  dtfcafes  ;  Imim  Dawtat  Shah  Ebn  Alao'ddtrnk 
Buiiiii  Shab  Al  Ghafi,  who  wrote  the  lives  of  tw«itj'  AniK 
and  fix  Ptrfian  poets.  The  famous  poet  Al  Najfafi,  who  con- 
pofed  2660  difticbs  upon,  ail  the  chapters  of  the  Senna,  like- 
wife  died  at  Samariand.  The  celebrated  lawyer  Abu  AtfJ- 
hb  Mohammid  ^bn,  Ifmad^  bom  at  Bukhara^  gt.Btibare,  tb» 


Kiyi. 


C.%:  ^ie  Hijiary  ef  the  ktihC  |4| 

capkkl  of  the  ptopcr  Llukhiria,  and  from  thence  rurntmed 
^  Sokh4ri^  who  Colle^cd  the  oral  traditions  of  Aiobammed, 
that  faad  becB  propagated  by  his  followers,  and  reduced  them 
to  a  fort  of  fyllein,  fled  alfo  from  the  fury  of  his  enemy  into 
tfae  caftle  of  Kherttnk  at  Samarkand.     This  piece  has  always 
been  intitled  by  the  orientals  Ai  Subib  Al  Btibiiri.     A  muft 
anticBtt  elegant,  and  rare,  MS.  copy  of  it  may  be  fcen  in  the 
public  library  at  Liipjiei,  faid  to  have  been  written  in  the  yesr 
of  our  Lord  1398.     The  language  fpolcen  at  Samarkand  is 
a  dialed  of  the  PerftCy  tho'  the  jfrabie  and  Moagaliu-Tarla- 
rian  tongues  are  likewife  there  very  well  undtrltood.     The 
Tartars  of  Bukbaria,  or  the  Uiaieii,  now  in  poUeUion  of  5'a- 
wtarkandt  which  was  taken  from  the  dcfcendants  of  Tamer-' 
ion    by  their  anceftors,  under  the  condufl  of  Sbaiiei  Khan, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1517,  are  very  fond  of  learned  men, 
elpecially  thofe  that  come  amongft  them  from  foreign  parts, 
and   neatly  admire  the  calligraphy  of  the  Ptrfiam,     This 
%A,  Krhr  learned  from  M.  fuftuf  Samuel  Schar/chmid,  who  had 
been  chaplain  to  a  regiment  at  Teriiy  and  frequently  con- 
verfed  with  the  Tartan  oi  Bukharia.    The  Uijitii  inhabiting 
Ais  trad  are  faid  to  be  extremely  handfome ;  for  which  rea- 
fon,  Arahjbab,,  in  his  hiftoty  of  TimitTi  calls  the  men  moons, 
and  die  women  funs.  They  are  vaftly  dean  and  neat  in  their 
attire  -,  and  their  turbants  are  looked  upon  by  the  people  of 
^leppa  as  the  fineft  and  moft  elegant  of  aiiy  in  the  eafl.    The 
Btiharian  merchants  refort  in  great  numbers  to  th^  marts  of 
Syria,  and  import  into  that  country  very  confiderablc  quantities 
of  ToaSt  excellent  filk,  gold,  and  other  valuable  commodities  j 
•  taking  in  return  clodi,  iron,  and  Englijh  tin.    The  diiirid 
of  Samarkand  alfo  fuppUes  Pirjia,  and  the  territories  of  tho 
Great  Mogul  with  pears,  apples,  ralfms,  and  melons,  which 
it  produces  in  furprizing  plenty,  of  a  nioft  exquifite  and  de- 
lictom  tafte.     As  the  province  of  Matoara'biabr  has  no  par- 
ticular Kbm,  the  caftle  of  Samarkand  falls  infenfibly  to  ruin. 
When  the  Khan  of  Great  Bukharia  comes  in  the  {ummer  td 
pals  fome  months  at  Samarkand,  he  ufually  incamps  in  tho 
meadows  near  the  town.  The  river  here,  »rtiich  falls  into  tho" 
Ami  about  the  ijZ"  of  longitude,  would  he  of  prodigious  fer- 
vicc  to  the  place,  by  opening  a  communication  with  Uie  neigh- 
bouring countries,  if  the  iiihibitants  had  but  the  induftry  to 
make  it  navigable.     Samarkand  Han63  abontfoven  days  jour- 
nev  of  Kbejandah,  a  city  of  Matvara'buibr,  fttuated  upon  th« 
SioAit,  or  the  faxarUt^  in  a  northern  diredion,  and  five  eaft. 
of  Ofrufl>anah,  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  Mawafd'lnabr. 
Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Arabjhah  placed  it  between  twa 
rivers,  that  is  to  fay,  die  Jib^  and  the  SM^y  or  the  Oxut 
and  the  Jaxartn,    Its  latitude  has  been  detetmined  by  Vltg^ 
Y  4  B*'i^ 
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Btfgh,  or  0!ugb  Bek,  to  Be  39°  37'  13",  tho*  with  more  pt* 
ciAon,  by  later aflronomers,  4i'>  2cr ,  and  its  Iongttude95°Off*, 
J  it/crif-     The  £rhem  above-mentioned,  on  the  anterior  put,  edi- 
*'^y  *^h\tsthevoiia,BeSamerianda thamfen xoath/hmani/Mtuameatai 
%Jcy*     that  is, /n  Samarkand, /6e  185'* ^Mr;  and  on  the  rcyerie, lA- 
hammedmresiHo'llahiwaibelfatohtP  Emirtt  jimhu  Mthammtim 
Ebae'l  Em'iri  rmo'tnenin^  faafaroy  i.  c.  Mohammed  w  (i* 
ep»filt  cf  God,  andthi  Emir  AI  Atnin  Mohammed,  ib/m 
tf/'Jaafar,  ^nW  */"  ihefaithfut,  is  hit  fueeejftr,     Thi«  iiriw, 
therefore,  feems  to  have  been  Jlrucic  by  the  citizens  of  Aiaur- 
iand  la  honour  of  Al  Amiit,  who  had  before  been  dcclaied  tut 
father's  immediate  fuccelTor,  and  wu  this  very  year  acknov- 
ledged  to  have  arrived  at  his  majority,  according  to  thecnSoiii 
of  the  orientals,  when  he  was  hfteen  years  old,  and  of  age  to 
eovem  the  empire ;  as  may  very  naturally,  and  without  ibe 
Icaft  torture  or  violence,  be  inferred  from  the  infcription  pie- 
feriftd  on  this  remarkable  coin.     As  the  infcripdon  is  written 
in  the  Cfifie  chara£ter,  the  dirhim  under  confiderarifni  may 
not  improbabty  have  been  one  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofethat 
had  Cufie  letters  infcribed  upon  them,  and  were  found,  ac- 
cording to  Arahfiiah^  in  the  ruins  of  old  Samarkand.    Be  Ax 
as  it  will,  this  dirhim  apparently  takes  notice  of  a  i»&  diit 
has  not  been  clearly  and  explicitly  mentioned  by  any  of  the 
Mtfltm  hiftorians  *. 
7£(  Kha-      Ik  the  186th  year  of  thei/gra,  b^inningyMvur^iOtit, 
Yiiii-rndti  80Z,  the  KhaSf  Har&n  At  Rnjhid '^liorme^  another  pilgiim- 
ihtga-      a^toAItcMi  which  proved  very  expenfivc  to  him.    Afttr 
xirMmht  the  performance  of  alt  the  prefcribed  ceremonies  at  Meat,  he 
»/  hti  dt'  ,,pnt  (o  Medina,  and  diftributed  large  fums  of  money  in  »iim 
^"^"^     amongft  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  both  thofi:  cities.    He  aU) 

■  Gbokc.  Jac.  Kbhr,  monarch.  AfiaticD-Sancettic.  ftai.  &^ 
p.  26^—19-  Lipfix,  ■714.  EbmHawkil,  apud  Ifm.  Ab4U(>i> 
ID  geogr.  ut  et  ipfe  Ism.  Abulfbd.  ibid.  Arkian.  lib.  iif.  fnl) 
£n.  pTOL.geogr.  lib.  vi,  Yakut,  Strab.  lib- )c>.  AuuSD^f 
Wauhlh,  Hasan  Ebn  Al  Mompksek.  M.  Gio.  Battiiti 
Ramusio,  In  vol.  i.  lib.  Italic.  DeUt  l^anigfthai  ^  Viam.fix.. 
AnABMrAM,  in  vit.  Tim.  pair,  Paul.  Vehet.  de  regionib.  ori- 
ental, lib.  i.  cap.  39.  p.  33.  Justus  Samuei,  Scharschmih, 
apud  Georg.  Jac.  Kehr,  obi  fup.  p.  z8.  Ai.'BiKVHt,  j^lBic 
]ENDi,  KKONDiMJtt,  Aut.  LebTarikh,  GsLii  DOt.  ad  jtUit- 
eao.  p,  171  — 17;,  fc  alib.  pafT.  Vide  etiam  Chorafmia,  ftc<i»^ 
Jbipt.  ex  tabali«  Abulfed.  &c.  &  bin.  tabnl.  geographic.  Naisi* 
Epdik.  Perf.  &  Ulucb  Beich.  Tatar,  op.  U  ftud.  Joamiis  Gn- 
vii,  OxOD.  1711.  ^  Gbobo.  Ji^coB.  Kehk,  ubi  fop  p. 

36,29.  Gbeo.  Abu'l-Fabaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  231.  Abu  Jaafai 
AlTabj^k.  Al  Maein,  hM  fap.  p.  113.  Ababviaii,  inviL 
Tim-; 
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colled  hit  Ion  jRKafm  to  the  (ucceffiwi^  after  /flMa/tdn,  and  emMtfi 
Airnameii  him  Al  Mutaman.  After  this,  he  is  (aid,  hy  Ahu  bit  ibrtt 
'Jaafar  Al  Tabari  xtA  Khandtmr^  to  have  divided  the  go-/'*'- 
vemment  of  his  exten&ve  dominioni  amongft  his  three  Ions 
in  the  foUowii^  manner:  T«  Al  Amtn^  the  eldefl  of  them, 
he  affigned  the  lieutenancy  of  the  provinces  of  Syrioy  Irdi, 
the  three  Arabia's^  Mtfipnamiay  AJJyria,  Media,  PaUftint, 
Egypt,  and  all  that  part  of  Africa  conquered  by  his  preaecef- 
ibrs,  extending  from  the  con&nes  of  Egypt  and  Ethitfia  to 
the  flraights  of  Gibraltar^  with  the  dignity  of  Khalif;  to  Al 
Alamin,  the  fecond,  that  of  Pirfia,  Ktrmdn,  the  IndieSf 
Kbmrafan,  Tabrijiatty  CahUJian,  and  Zabltftan,  or  SabUftan, 
together  with  the  vafl  province  of  MawarSlnohr ;  and  to  hi* 
third  fon  AlKaftm,  Armtnia^  NatcUa,  ytrjai,  Oiorgia,  Cir~ 
caffta,  or  Tchtriaffia,  and  all  the  Majltm  territories  bordering 
upon  the  Euxine  lea.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  fucccffion, 
it  hat  been  already  obfcrved,  that  Al  Amn  was  to  mount  the 
throne  after  his  father,  Al  Mamun  after  him,  and  then  Al  Ka- 
frm  Al  Mutaman.  About  this  time,  Al  Haktm  forgave  his  on!/ 
Turviving  uncle  Ab^oUab^  permitted  him  to  re&de  in  the  6.tf 
of  AWfM^M,  fettled  upon  him  a  penTion  of  1000  i/inari  amond^ 
en^ged  to  make  him  an  annual  prelent  of  5000  more,  gra- 
cioufly  received  his  font,  and  gave  one  of  them  hb  own  lifler 
in  marriage ;  by  which  means,  peace  and  tranquillity  were 
inrircly  rcnored  to  the  MtJUm  conquefts  in  Spain  c. 

TnK  following  year,  b«ng  the  i87tb  year  of  the  Htjroy  Tbt  hnft 
cominenciiig  Dtctmbtr  30th,  802,  Al  Rajbid  put  his  favou-  of  Bar- 
rite  Jaafar  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  Khaltd  Ebn  Barmae  to  death;  nuk  Mf- 
for  which  diiFerent  rcafone  have  been  afligned  by  different  au-  gratti. 
tbors.    Some  pretend,  that  when  the  AT^i^  was  determined 
to  incarcerate  Tahya  Ebx  Abd'aliab  Ebn  Ha/an  Ebn  Uofein 
Ebn  Aii  Eiit  Abu  TiUb^  he  committed  him  to  the  care  of 
faofar,  who  fH&rcd  him  to  make  his  efcapc  by  night,  and 
even  fent  a  perfon  with  him  to  conduct  him  to  Fdmia  ; 
which  bnng  rcfented  by  Al  Rcflndj  tho'  he  at  firft  teemed  to 
approve  of  what  Jaafar  had  done,  it  was  the  principal  caufe 
of  his  defirufiion.     Others  fay,  that  the  Khalif  being  li> 
vaftly  fond  both  oCJaafanai  his  own  fifter  Ahbafa,iiax.  he 
could  not  long  be  abfent  from  either  of  them,  in  order  to  en- 
joy their  company  and  converfation  together  with  the  lets  in- 
convenience CO  them,  he  gave  her  in  marriage  to  him  ;  per- 
jnitting  him  to  look  upon  ncr  as  much  as  he  ple^&d,  but  in- 

'  Abu  Jaapak  AlTaiak.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  iij, 
1 16.  KuoNBiHia,  Aat.  Lobb  Al  Tavtakikh.  Ebh  Shshkah, 
Ckeo- ABuVFAiL*j,ttbifaf.  Kop^sic.  Tovitah.  nbifup.  p. 
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joining  bJm  never  to  tsvch  her.  Nocwitbflmding  whldi  is* 
jun£lion,  yaa/iar,  being  once  drunk,  according  to  Jiu  Jm- 
far  Al^ahari,  or  ntbcr  both  of  them  being  young,  asiiitk 
ferved  by  Ahu'l-Far^^  la]t  with  her,  and  got  her  with  cbU. 
After  the  expiration  of  the  ufiiil  term,  uu:  was  brougbt  n 
bed  of  twins  ;  which  Jaafar  ftnt  to  Mtcea,  m  order  to  nod 
the  fuiy  and  refentment  or  Al  Refini.  But  the  Kbalif  beiiig 
fbon  acqwainted  with  wbu  had  happened,  ordered  JoJifax 
bead  to  be  cut  off,  fent'his  brother  Al  Fadly  and  his  fatba 
Tahya,  to  prifon  at  Al  Raiia,  where  they  remained  till  cbe  iJa^ 
of  their  death,  and  commanded  hia  fiiler  AhbAfa^  who  htii 
likewife  been  confined,  together  with  her  two  cbildnn,  te  be 
thrown  alive  into  a  well,  which  was  afcorwards  Sited  ^\ 
tho'  he  la  faid  to  have  fbed  tears  a  liole  before  thi*  comiaud 
was  carried  into  execution.  Others  relate,  that  the  £U^ 
ordered  Jaafar  to  be  beheaded,  becaufe  he  had  built  a  bow 
Ihatcoft  him  10 fioa  dinars  \  which  his  mailer  conAdem!  n 
an  evident  proof  of  his  having  embezzled  the  public  money', 
and,  iafily,  otben  affirm,  that  Ai  Rajhtd  having  takeo  1  m- 
lilce  to  the  houfe  of  BarmaCi  and  being  afraid  of  faefor  ud 
bis  father  Yahya,  as  having  imparted  to  them  aii  his  fecnf^ 
he  found  hindelf  obliged  to  treat  them  in  the  foregoing  ma- 
ner.  But  whatcveir  was  die  motive  to  this  furpriEing  condii^ 
faafar  was  executed  in  the  palace  by  MafrAr  on  Setur^ 
mthe  month  of  ^/^0/wrr0m,  by  (he  Kkalifa  order,  whoi  be 
had  fcarce  completed  the  37th  year  of  his  age.  Nor  axU 
hit  mother,  tho'  (he  bad  been  Al  RafiiiTa  nurfe,  prevail  ifai 
the  Khelif  to  rcleafe  her  bulband  Tabya,  and  her  other  fan  ^ 
F«ily  who  had  been  HarSn's  counfellon  during  the  fpaccof 
fcventeen  ye*r>,  from  their  confinement;  he  pcrfiftingiaBcf 
ibly  in  his  intention  to  deprels  (hat  once  favourite  f^miDfi ' 
which  was  now  become  the  objet^  of  his  averlion,  an^  hitii$ 
Writttn  to  at)  the  governors  of  provinces  to  confifcate  die  d- 
fefis  belonging  to  every  member  of  it,  (hat  ffaould  be  iw^ 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  It  may  not  be  improper  ttin- 
fonn  our  readers  here,  that  the  Barmacid^y  or  BBtmrtiii, 
called  by  the  Arebi  Baramaca,  or  Barameca,  were  onetitbr 
tnofk  iltuftrious  families  of  the  eaft,  being  originally  drfctnde^ 
acoording  to  fome  authors,  from  the  antient  Itirgsof  P/'/'f 
the',  if  wc  will  pay  any  regard  to  the  lentiments  oi^il*- 
MaN)Jkari,  they  deduced  their  origin  from  the  city  of  BM. 
This  writ«r.relat0e,  thai  the  fixft  of  this  family  ertdeJ  itc 
ftately  and  magnificent  mofque  it  Balih,  called  Am  S«*''> 
witich  name,  \nPirfit,  fignifie»»/Hiy^rrtr^,  otntwi^^i 
and  that  they  conflnided  this  nobie  erfifrce  upon  the  modd  of 
the  temple  at  Mecca.  The  outfide  of  ft,  in  iffliutioo  «  j 
what  was  done  to  the  exterior  part  of  the  Cimffl,  they  coteiei    | 
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with  richdun^k,  uid  fuiroun^  the  whole  with  360  (d»« 
pels,  into  whkh  the  pilgrims,  of  wlwm  there  was  a  vaA  eo»* 
courie  here,  ufiuDy  rptired,  in  order  to  perform  tfacir  it/nr 
tloni.  ks  the  founders  were  the  primer  intendaius*  ta  kaep« 
ttES,  of  this  temple,  and  conOdcrcd  that  poft  ai  injepanililjr 
coaneded,  by  the  right  of  patronage,  with  thtfir  family,  the]r 
afliinied  from  thence  the  name  of  Barmac,  or  Bani/utt  ahd 
ever  attervardi  retained  both  the  title  and  the  name.  Acer- 
tain  author,  however,  of  confiderable  note  in  the  eaft,  bn 
not  fciupled  to  deduce  the  aj^IUtion  otBarmu  ftom  a  dife* 
rent  fource  *. 

The  fiift  who  gave  a  very  remarkable  lullre  to  this  family,  7':&i/^- 
which  mod  eminently  dillinguifhed  it  frcnn  many  odien  that  niljhigblf 
had  before  made  a  much  more  confiderable  figure,  was  the  ifiitmtiat 
afbrefatd  Tahja  Ebn  Khaltd,  named  at  length  yfbu  Ali  Tabya  ^/'"^ 
£bm  Khalid  Ebu  Barmac,  a  perfon  endued  with  all  civil  and  'S"i 
military  virtuei,  and  chofen  by  the  Kbalif  Al  Mobtii  for  go^ 
Tcmor  to  his  fon  HarUn  Jl  Rojh'td.    He  had  four  fons,  FaM^ 
Jaafar,  Mahammidy  and  Mufa^  who  by  no  meant  degenerated 
from  their  father's  virtues,  but  raifed  the  glory  and  reputation 
pf  their  houfe  to  the  highcft  pitch.     It  may  not  be  amilk  to 
remark,  that,  after  this  illuflrious  family  had  been  abandoned 
by  fonuiie,  and  fallen  under  the  Khalifa  difpleafure,   the 
people  had-  a  more  lively  fenfe  than  ever  of  the  imponant  fer< 
vices  the  members  of  it  had  done  them.     The  exalted  merit 
and  excellent  qualities  of  thole  great  men  then  appeared  in 
a  ftronger  light  than  even  when  they  were  in  the  zenith  of 
Aeir  power}  infomuch  that,  tn.aitcr-ages,  they  found  almoft 
as  many  hiftorians  to  celebrate  their  virtues,  and  writs  tkcir 
lives,  at  did  die  greatoA  conquerors  and  moft  powerful  princet 
of  the  eaft  *. 

Ths  elevated  fcntimentt  their  cotemporaries  entertained  of  ^lu/j^ 
dmr  rare  and  uncommon  merit,  in  fome  meafure  appears  ibiir  w 
from  the  following  remarkable  Aory,  which  has  been  banded  itmftrA- 
down  to  us  by  a  Ptrfian  hiftorian.     T\^  KhaHf  Mar^n  Alnei.' 
Ksfitdf  after  he  bad  difgraced  the  houfe  of  Barmar,  foibad 
his  fubjcAt  ever  to  mention  thai  bmily,  upon  pain  of  death, 
on  any  occaflon.     But,  notwithftanding  tbts,  an  otd  man, 
named  Jtdandir,  placed  himfelf  one  day  upon  an  cmtnencr, 
that  ferved  him  for  a  fort  of  pulpit,  0[^>0Hte  to  one  of  thetv  ' 

boofei,  then  deferted,  where  he  entertained  all  that  paflcd  by 
*  Abij  jAAF»a  Al  Ta?ar.  Al  Makin,  nbi  fup.  p.  iilS, 
117, 118.  GnEc.ABu'L-FAftAj.ubifap,  p.  237,133.  Euttcm, 
abi  Tup.  p.  406,  407.  AlZauakhshak.  in  Xd^i^^^i^.  Aalu 
Maoma  AlTawakikh.  •  Abu  J+aja*  Al  Taba*. 

ALAfAKIH,  GkIC.  ABtr'b-F-ABAJ.CtEvTTCfl.Ilbiflip.  KpOK* 

pEMia,  Aut.  LoBB  Al  Tawarjku,  &c.  .    . 
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widi  a  detail  of  the  fineft  and  moft  amiable  a^oiu  of  tkfc   . 
great  men  i  making  upon  than  a  panegyric  in  fonn.    The 
XbaUfy  being  apprized  of  his  boldnefi,  ordered  d>e  nun  to 
be  brought  before  him,  and  condemned  him  to  die  for  treat- 
ing Aith  fuch  contempt  his  prohibition.     Martyr  rccdvd  hb 
fentence  with  pleafure,  and  only  delired  leave  to  fpeik  tn 
words  to  the  KbaS/before  his  execution.     This  being  gimt- 
eA,  the  two  words  he  mentioned  were  drawn  out  into  a  laig 
dilcourfe ;  in  which  he  infifted  upon  the  obligations  he  «a 
under  to  the  family  of  Barmae  with  fuch  force,  that  the  jKmj^ 
heard  him  without  impatience,  was  touched  with  his  WMk, 
and  did  not  only  give  him  his  life,  but  likewife  made  bim  i 
prefcnt  of  a  very  rich  gold  plate,  that  be  hlmfelf  uled.   But 
the  TDiolSt  furprixing  part  of  the  old  man's  conduS  is  flill  be- 
hind.    Having  received  this  valuable  prcfent  from  the  KhtMf\ 
own  hand,  and  being,  according  to  the  eaftcm  cuftont,  pn- 
ftrate  on  the  ground,  he  faid,  by  way  of  acknowlcdgmcot,  to 
bis  munificent  bencfa3or,  Ste  here  a  nnu  favour  that  Ibta 
TKtived  frem  the  hottfe  if  Barmac  !     Which  words  were  b 
remarkable,  that  they  afterwards  palled  into  a  proverb,  cur- 
rent in  every  part  of  j^,  according  to  the  report  of  tbclime 
hiftorian ' . 
'Mt^Min-       Tho'  almoll  all  the  members  of  the  family,  of  whidiix 
mcd  Ebo  t)**c  ^^^^  giving  our  readers  here  fome  account,  as  wtH  at 
Yahya.     ^^^  domeftica,  and  other  dependents,  were  involved  in  the 
9m»fit*  common  deflrudion,  yd  Mahamitud  EbnYahya  6\iMimai 
mtwAiri  ^wich  the  lealt  moleifauion,  nor  reoeive  even  the  flightcfl  uiju; 
tbiifemi-  in  the  minutelt  particular.     From  whence  it  appears,  thil  tit 
fjf,  ^^i'condud  gave  no  manner  of  umbrage  to  the  Khaltf,  and  cod- 
fequently  that  he  was  not  affc^ed  by  the  cuife,  whatever  it 
might  have  been,  that  produced  the  foregoing  akcnciaD  in 
that  prince's  difpofition  towards  the  race  of  Earmac.    ^Vi* 
regard  to  Tahya  himfelf,  he  is  faid  by  fome  authors,  to  hit 
died  inprifon  at  ^/if^Mii,  intheyearof  th:  Hejra  196,1011 
by  others,  in  the  193d  year  of  that  sera.     As  for  'fttftft 
his  fon,  after  Mafr&r  bad  ftruck  off  h's  head,  his  body  v^t 
cut  in  pieces,  and  apart  of  it  fixed  upon  every  one  of  ^ 
gates  of  fifl^Mat    The  head  alfo,  by.thc  A'ViTsof'lef''"' 
cxpoTed  to  public  view  on  the  bridge  over  the  Tigris^  io  ite 
ndgbbourhood  ofthatcityS. 
AlRalhid     The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  iSythof  theZ/yV*,  ./fl^^ 
_Ar«jNi-  received  a  letter  from  NUepberui^  foon  after  he  baJ  b«n*" 
cepboTBs  vanced  to  the  imperial  dignity,  commanding  him  to  KJan 
U  atetft    «11  the  money  he  had  extorted  from  Ireitty  though  thit  1>" 
'  Ahmcd  Ebh  Mohauued  Abd'aljaafail  Al  Kazwi*'i'' 
iKghiarift.  f  Apw  jAapAR  Ai,  Tai*R.  At  M*iiH.  •« 
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been  fecured  to  him  by  the  laft  treaty  concluded  with  that  ^aftrntt 
piinccfs,  or  to  exped  Cotm  to  Ice  an  imperial  army  in  the  "^  Ht 
heart  of  his  dominions.     This  infolcnt  tetter  fo  incenfa)  the  ««m 

Kha^f,  that  be  immediately  al&mblcd  his  forces,  and  ad-  'rm^- 
vanced  to  Htraelea ;  laying  the  country  through  which  he 
moved  watte  with  tire  and  (word.  For  Tome  time,  alto,  he 
kept  tiiat  city  flraidy  bcfieged  ;  which  To  tenlfied  the  Grttk 
emperor,  who  waa  afraid  lett  \i\cArabi  fliould  over-run  ail  the 
imperial  prOvjnces  in  ^fia,  that  he  ftibmittcd  to  pay  an  annual 
tribute  to  the  Khaltf.  Upon  this,  Harvn  granted  him  a  peace, 
and  returned  with  his  army  to  M  Raiia,  But  a  hard  frofi 
Jbon  after  happening  in  thofe  parts,  Nhepbarus  took  for  granted 
diatthefcverityof  thcfeafon  would  prevent  i/ar^A  from  mak- 
ing him  another  vifit,  and  therefore  broke  the  preceding  treaty. 
Of  which  the  JtT^/iy  receiving  advice,  he  inllantly  put  him- 
felf  again  in  motfon,  refum^  the  military  operations,  and, 
DOtwithllanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  forced  thtf ' 
emperor  to  accept  of  the  terms  prcfcribed  him,  and  to  pay 
the  tribute  that  had  formerly  been  impofed  upon  him.  Mer 
-which,  he  retired  out  of  the  Cbriftian  territories,  and  fei)t 
JhTiud  Ebn  Ifinatl  Al  Hffjhtmi  as  his  lieutenant  into  Egypt. 
It  appears  from  a  Perjian  hifloiian,  that  Nicifhcrusy  before 
holtilitics  commenced,  made  Harm  a  prefcnt  of  teveral  ex- 
cellent fwords,  all  which  the  Khaltf  cut  in  two  with  his  fa- 
mous fword  Sam/araab,  is  if  they  Had  been  fo  many  radilhes, 
in  the  prcfenceof  the  Greei  embaHador,  who  brought  them. 
This  Samfameh  was  a  fword  that  had  fallen  into  Ai  Rafin£% 
hands  amongft  the  fpoils  of  Ebn  Dakikan^  one  of  the  laft  Ha" 
myariiic  princes  of  Taman ;  but  is  faid  to  have  belonged  ori- 
ginally to  a  valiant  ^rab^  named  Amru  Ebn  MaaM  Carhy 
under  whofe  name  it  generally  went  amongll  the  Mejlvm. 
By  the  prefent  of  the  above-mentioned  fwords,  Nicephorui 
■gxvt  HarUn  plainly  to  underftand,  that  he  was  more  difpofcd 
to  come  to  blows  with  him,  than  to  pay  him  the  tribute  that 
had  been  cxaflcd  of  Irene,  w^iom  he  fucceeded  in  the  em- 
pire. Some  of  the  catlern  writers  inform  us,  that  the  Khalifa 
upon  this  provocatiDn,  immediately  entered  the  enemy's  fron« 
ticn,  advanced  to  Heraclea,  took  that  city,  and  even  flew 
like  an  eagle  to  the  very  gates  of  CenJiantiKtple  itfelf.  The 
famous  fword  above-mentioned  has  been  taken  notice  of  by 
jfimed  EbHTuJifvad  AlJannJAi^  in  their  hiltory  of  the  A0- 
myarilis,  as  'wefl  as  by  other  authors.  There  did  not  appear 
the  leaCl  flaw  in  the  blade,  after  the  proof  Harutt  had  made  of 
it;  which  clearly  evinced  the  flrength  of  bis  arm,  as  well  a* 
the  goodncfs  of  the  fword.  It  is  faid,  that  Amru  Ebn  Maaii 
CarboRce  gave  this  fword  to  a  certain  prinCc,  who  complained 
that  it  did  not  produce  the  defiied  cfTed ;  upon  which,  that    . 
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brate  txHm  fcook  the  liberty  to  teU  him,  llut  he  fia<f  not  feflC 
hin  Us  arm  with  his  fvfoti  >>. 
KKcpI**     T»l  iwxt  jeaTy  batng  the  i88th  yeaf  of  the  Htjra,  M 
niiiitr-      AiW^fcnt  an  army  to  iirvacte  fomc  of  the  imperid  pfoviM«% 
/«/«/  <j  which  penetriMd  as  te  u  Safsaf.     Nice^ana,   being  in' 
/^  Khk-  foimecl  of  this  iniipiioot  advanced  at  tbc  head  of  hts  femf 
lifj/frMj.  ag^ii^  the^a^f,  and  attacked  them  whb  incredtUe  AKyi 
but  wasr  «v« (ttrnwn  wrth  the  lors  of  40,000  men,  and  receiivft 
liinleU  three  wounds  in  the  adion.     After  wWcb^  die  M^ 
itmt  nkvsged  all  the  adjacent  territory  in  a  dreadfol  inannery 
Mid  thc»  returned  home  laden  with  the  ^oiis  acquired  in  dn 
fveeefefut  expedition  ^ 
'Jb  hiftari-     Ths  fame  year,  as  appears  front  on<j  of  them  foarid  oa  tbtf 
mlac-       coaft  of  the  Baltiei  in  the  year  1JII,  Wer^  dirhimi  mat 
twni  «f    ftruck  at  Bahh,  Baiihty  or  Baiihy  a  city  of  Kharafim^  or  ralbrf 
tht  tiij  »f  oiGieat  Buiharidy  fttua'ted  in  the  extremity  of  that  proriooeyif 
Baikh,      nu^vorygre^t  dtftance  from- the  fource  of  theyrtdw,  thejArt, 
•tviiirt      Of  th,  vxKSy  upon  a  fine  river,  fometimes  denominated  hf 
hm  dir-   ,^  orientals  the  river  of  BaHL     The  Ptrfian  hiflwiaa* 
'^^'^^        atttrbute  the  foundation  of  this  city  to  Key-titiierra^  the  M 
^"*,   ,.  king  of  Ptrfia,  and  fay  that  he  gave  it  the  name  of  BaUA, 
•^  bccaufe  he  met  his  brother  upon  the  fpot  where  it  ftoo^ 

^^  '  after  he  had  been  left  a  long  time ;  balihidtn,  or  btd^iJit, 
in  the  Perftan  language,  fignifying  te  rtuivt  and  tftdnaa  a 
fritxi.  The  firft  kings  of  Perjui,  who  refidcd  in  the  pro- 
vLnce  oiMidia,  or  yfdkerkijaa,  confidencd  this  city,  which  was 
iiT  Baitriot  as  one  of  their  principal  frontiers  on  the  (ide  of 
Scytkia ;  and  Leherejh,  Larafp,  or  Lehrafp,  having  rcfigned  his 
crown  to  his  Ton  KJ/hloJb,  or  Hydafpti,  made  it  die  plxs 
of  his  retreat,  and  was  afterwards  killed  by  Afrafieb,  the 
king  of  TurkfJiAn.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  idiit  Eh 
jtb£allab,  o^  Hamath  in  Syria,  afli:rted  BaUb  ro  have  been 
founded  by  this  Lthrajjt  about  the  time  that  Nebttchadntscar 
deflroyed  Jtrufakm;  though  there  feems  to  he  no  founda- 
tion for  fuch  a  notion.  Some  of  the  oriental  writers  make 
thofe  txvo  princes  to  have  been  the  fame  perfon  ;  and  odicn 
pretend,  that  Lohyafp  conferred  the  government  of  (^Idit 
upon  Nibuchadiiez.%ar,  whom  they  therefore  confider  as  liii 
viceroy,  or  lieutenant,  there.  The  latter  take  iffiriJ/^  andfif- 
iach,  or  Bahkb,  in  the  catalogue  of  Jfjjr'tan  kings,  to  have  bttn 
iu  re;iliry  the  fame  prince,  and  fuppofe  die  laft  name  to  bite 
^  G«io.  Abu'l-Paraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  ijj.  Abw  Jaafa*  At 
Tabar,  Al  Makin,  ubi  fop.  p.  riS.  Eutych.  ubifup.  Ahkw 
EBsMoitAMMBo  Abd'amaafa*  AlKaswIni.  in  JJighU^. 
AmttB  Ebs  Yl-sef,  AlJasnab.  Vide  etiari  Thiochan.  ni* 
fup    i<   +02.  1  Amu  JAAFAHAi.TABAa.ALMAKif.''*' 
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be«it  a[H)tied  to  him,  becauCe  ht  fixed  his  rcfidence  at  Balkb. 
£oih  the  ivame  and  fittution  of  this  place  ckarly  evince  it  to 
have  been  the  Baifra  o(  the  uiiients.  For,  the  city  of  Baiirat 
called  likewiie  Zaxiajpa  \iy  Pliny  and  Straio,  was  fituucd  nn- 
<)er  moanl-Parapamifui,  a  part  of  mount  Taurus,  or  Caacafuiy 
on  this  ftde  Ihe  Oicus,  according  to  the  old  geographeis.  And 
ttkat  the  dtf  of  B»ikk  a  feaccd  in  a  pSain  about  fcoir  parafanga 
fvom  a  moHotain,  and  has  \is  fuburris  wafhed  by  the  river' i)<* 
bafi>ythtBaSrmoSCurtita,PliMy,Potfanvs,KnASiri^a,'9i'iadh^ 
after  it  has  irrigated  the  gardens  and  fields  in  die  neighbour- 
hood of  this  place,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  ^mA,  or  the  Onut^ 
about  twelve  paralangs  front  Balih,  we  team  from  Ein  Haw- 
Jtal,  who  had  himTelf  very  attentively  viewed  the  fituation  of 
this  city>  Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  common  amongfl  the 
orientals  than  the  promifnious  ufe  and  permutation  of  the  let- 
tea  L  and  R;  from  whence  it  will  fufficientty  appear,  that 
MaHra  and  Sa/ih,  Baiiht,  or  Baleh,  are  words  extreinely 
fimiJar,  if  not  altc^ether  the  fame  name.  The  notion  here 
aitvsuiced  may  alfo  be  rendered  {till  more  probable  by  feveral 
additional  confide  rations,  with  which  we  are  fupplied  by  Sharif 
MEdriJiyOS  xheNkiian  geographer,  vfi7ulfeda,and  other  cailern 
writers.  We  &y  nothing  here  of  the  reduction  of  SaSra  by 
Stmiramii,  boo  vears  before  the  death  of  Loraffi,  or  Lehraffn 
meotionod  by  DtoJerut  Siculitt ;  as  this  biikiricuL  article  intirely 
d^iends  upon  the  authority  of  Ctefias,  wbbn  we  have  elle- 
where  demonflrated  to  be  a  fabulous  writer.  The  fertitity 
of  the  foil  in  the  territory  of  Balkh^  which,  according  to  Ahiu^ 
f*da,  was  the  metropolis  of  Kharajm,  blefled  with  great  plenty 
of  water,  and  producing  large  quantities  of  fugar-canes, 
likewUe  vay  well  anfivers  to  the  furprizing  fruitiulnels  of 
Baiiria,,  in  conformity  to  the  dcicription  of  that  country 
kanded  down  to  us  by  the  antients.  The  diftrift  of  Balkh  is 
iDorcovsr  faid  to  produce  hyacinths  and  rubies,  very  beautiful 
to  behold,  fereral  of  which  have  found  their  way  into  Europe 
at  different  times.  Some  of  the  ealtem  authors  relate,  that 
ZfObrofp'a  general  Rabam  was  no  other  than  Nthuehadtuvaar, 
who  fubjugatcd  Palefttne  in  the  days  of  the  prophet  fertmiab.. 
We  are  told,  that  Kijbtaft),  or  B^daffis^  was  crowned  at  BallA 
in  the  days  of  the  famous  Zaraajlrts,  or  Zerdufot,  at  whofe  in- 
ftigation  he  became  a  convert  to  Magifm,  and  ere£ied  many 
fire-temples  in  his  kingdom.  We  are  likewile  informed,  that' 
this  monarch  afterwards  removed  from  Baiih,  and  fixed  his  re* 
fidcnce  at  EftclAr^  or  Ijiaihra,  the  antienC  Perfepohsy  in  tha 
province  olFars,  or  Far^Jlanj,  that  is,  Perfia  properly  fo  called  j 
and  that  he  reigned  not  only  over  Perfia  and  Turie/idh^  or  tho 
regions  fituated  beyond  the  Cii^/ii'i  feaand  theOjrui,  hut  like- 
wit  the  whole  itingdpm  vX  ilabajha^  Hal/eJJima,  or  Ethiatiia. 
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B«  that  su  it  will,  aftert  rcries  of  long  and  Uoody  wan  faetmoi 
the  uricntal  Turks  and  t\icPerJians^  the  Utter,  under  theicpiioca 
of  the  fecond  dynafty,  are  faid  to  have  made  Balkb  the  capitilof 
their  empire,  as  its  fituat  Ion  enabled  themtodifputemoreeifiij 
■with  the  former  the  paflage  of  the  Oxus.  Tfae  latttt  ku^ 
however,  of  the  fecond  dynafty,  and  chofe  of  the  thud,  it^dcJ 
conftantly  at  Eftakhr,  or  Ifiakbr,  in  the  province  of  Party  laL 
Tufter,  or  Suja,  in  that  tA  Khusujian,  the  Sufiana  of  tbeu- 
tients.  Thofc  of  the  fourth  dynaAy  chofe  to  fettle  ia  /ri^ 
where  they  builc  the  city  of  M  Madajtrty  upon  tfae  v&bs. 
'  bank  of  thcTi^rtj,  in  the  neighbourhood  o{  Ctejipbtn  kA^i- 

iauia.  But,  notwithftanding  this,  Belib  ajwzys  remaiod  the 
capital  of  Kharafan^  and  was  afiualiy  fo,  when  it  wu  taken  \fj 
MiTaliah  Ebn  Amtr^  in  the  27th  year  of  the  Htjra,  or  k 
Christ  647,  vid  not  hy  ^f>naf  Ebn  Al Kaiij  aswefindif- 
ferted  by  M.  D'Herbtlet,  in  the  Khalifat  of  Oltmaiu  Some 
of  the  Khalifi  of  the  family  of  Al  Ahbai,  as  well  as  the  St^iAia 
princes,  and  thofc  of  the  race  of  the  Samani,  having  refidcd  in 
other  cities  of  KhBraJdti,  as  Nifabir  and  Meru;  the  Mtifi 
and  Tiir/iirprinces  alio, defcendcd  from y^^^Jz  KboKviii*- 
merlan,  having  chofcn  Hfrat  for  their  capital ;  Balkb,  liifAk, 
MtT^i  and  Jturat  were  rcpuied  royal  cities,  and  a/Tumed  cmj 
one  of  them  the  title  of  capital  of  Khtrafdn.  Nevertheldi. 
Balih  enjoyed  the  peculiar  privilege  of  being  ftiled  £>^  & 
Ifiattiy  tht  metroptlii  0/  Iflamllm,  and  extend  its  jurifliflioB 
over  the  territories  ot  Badakhjhan^  or  Balaihjbiny  KhBllm,tri 
Takbareflaa ;  which  undoubtedly  rendered  it,  in  fome  rcfpcSii 
the  moll  opulent,  l^mous,  and  confpicuous  ci^  of  the  nft 
province  in  which  it  flood.  The  cftablifhed  religion  bcre  is 
Mobamnudlfm,tiio'  there  may  poffibly  be  even  at  prefentiane 
few  Adagiant,  whofe  facred  rites  arc  performed  in  the  oU  fafc 
language,  are  tcrmcdP^Aintf(,orP*j&'/n(;i7n,amongft  the  KtWi- 
That  the  Chri^ian  religion  was  not  intirely  unknown  ttBaSt, 
in  the  8th  century  afterCKRiST,  appears  likemfe  from  an  »- 
tient  monumentof  ftone,  dug  up  itSi-ngan-fu,  the  capital^ tbe 
province  of  Shtn-fi  in  China,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  16)5, 
with  an  inicripiion  in  Chintfe,  and  anodier  mSjriae,  upon  ill 
a  cony  of  which  is  preferved  in  the  Vatican  library,  amtmfft 
the  Chintfe  books  prefentcd  by  Father  Caupitt  to  ImttintM 
The  Cbtaefe  infciiption  contains  the  names  of  fevenl}'  niii* 
lionaries  feiit  out  of  JJJyria,  or  Cbaidea,  and  not  Paitjiiit,  u 
the  Latin  tranllator  has  falfcly  remarked,  into  the  cmpiie  of 
China  j  amongit  which  we  find  an  hlllorical  meratMr  in  ^ 
Syriac  langui'.ge,  and  EJlrengeh,  or  round  Chaldtan,  chira^ff, 
to  the  following  effefl  :  "  In  the  days  of  the  father  of  feiht" 
**  Mor  Ananjeftt,  the  catholic  patriarch,  Adam^  the  prefbrK^t 
"  fuflragan^  and  pope,  of  the  Chintft^  in  ifae  Jtix  a  ^ 
«  Gri^ 
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.••  Grtiktio^i  (ofCHRisT  781)  at^J  Mar  Jaxtdbuzid^^i 
•*  prelbytcr  and  fuffragan  of  the  royal  city  of  Chumdan,  or 
••  Kbumdant  the  fon  of  the  bkflcd  milUfius,  prefbyter,  borrt 
"  at  Balach,  or  Balakh,  a  city'of  AdaUhuriJlm,  or  AdatkhH-' 
"  rifieti,  erefled  this  monument  of  Hone,  upon  which  is  in- 
•*  fcribed  the  dirpcnfation  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  predica-i 
"  tion  of  our  fathers  to  the  emperor  of  China."  Hence  it 
appeus,  that  feveral  Chrijlian  mifHonaries  vifited  China  even 
in  the  eighth  century,  in  order  to  convert  the  Chimfii  and  ' 
that  the  city  of  Balkb  was  then  called  Balach,  oi;  Balakh.  To 
which  we  may  add,  that  Abulfda  is  Intirely  in  the  right,  when 
he  aflerts  that  BaUk,  or  Balih^  is  an  Arabic  contra^ion  of 
Bakh,  Balach,  or  Balaih,  as  may  be  very  naturally  inferred 
from  this  infcriptlon ;  and  conrequcntly,  that  Dr.  Hyde  is  ab- 
folutely  in  the  wrong,  when  he  finds  fault  with  the  Arab  hi- 
ftorian  for  that  aflertion,  and  affirms,  that  the  metropolis  of 
Khtrajen  was  never  called  Balach,  or  Balaih.  This  capital 
had  likewife  the  name  of  Bilahj  given  It  by  Al  Firauzabadii 
or  Al  Fir&xabadif  and  that  of  the  city  of  Abraham  by  the 
Perjiam,  probably,  as  is  infmuated  by  Dr.  Hydi,  bccaufe  they 
pretended  to  be  of  the  v/ireAam/f  religion,  and  frequently  per- 
formed a  folemn  pilgrimage  to  Balkh,  which  was  confidered 
by  them  as  facred  on  that  account.  Dr.  Hyde  thinks,  that  the 
words  BaBra  and  BaSiria  were  derived  from  Bokhara,  and 
not  from  Balih,  by  the  antients ;  but,  for  the  reafons  above 
aiEgned,  we  are  by  no  means  dirpofed  to  come  into  his  opi- 
nion. This  author  informs  us,  that  Loharafb,  Lorafp,  qit 
Lohrafp,  ereflcd  a  moft  magnificent  fire-temple  at  Balih,  de- 
nominated by  him,  from  the  name  of  his  fon,  Adur-Ki/ht3/bi 
or  Adur-Gujht&ff,  in  which  he  depoHted  all  the  immenfe  trca- 
fures  he  was  mailer  of.  The  fame  author  likewife  imagines^ 
that,  from  its  founder,  or  rather  reftorer,  Lohrafp,  or  Lab' 
Tafp^  this  city  received  the  name  of  Larafpe,  or  Laraffa^ 
fuppcfed  by  him  to  have  been  corrupted  by  the  Griei  copiAi^ 
or  tranferibera,  into  Zariafpe,  or  'lariofpa ;  in  which,  per- 
haps, he  may  not  be  very  remote  from  truth.  We  mufl  beg 
leave  here  farther  to  obferve,  that  Adam,  the  deacon,  the  foil 
of  Jazedbuxid,  the  fuftragan,  Mar  Sergius,  the  prefbytef  and 
fuOTagan^  SabarjefH,  the  prefbyter,  Gabriel,  the  prefbyter  and 
archdeacon,  as  likewife  the  ecclcfiarch  of  the  cities  of  Citifcm- 
dah,  Qt  Khumdan,  and  Sarag,  or  Sarug,  and  the  emperof  of 
Chiaa  himfelf,  wh()fe  name  was  written  in  Chhefe  chafaftefs, 
ire  all  mentioned  in  the  aforcfaid  Syi-iac  infcription.  But,  fi:>r 
a  more  particular  account  of  this,  our  readers  inufl  have  re- 
tourfe'  to  Sig.  Affejrmnl'%  notes  upon  Gregcrius  Bar-Hebrauti 
who,  in  that  point,  will  give  them  full  and  ample  fatisfa£)ion  '. 

»  GeoKo.  Jacob.  Kcn^.  ubifup.  p.  13 ic-KbChdCmK^   , 
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Samtfar.  The  language  rpoken  at  Balih  is  that  moftdcguitdhka 
ihtrfar-  of  the  Perjic  called  £lfj-(,  which  fignifies  aa/if,  or  htlt»pti 
tieuUrt  fa  the  aurt ;  II  being  the  dialcift  cbrcfly  ufed  by  the  kii^  >ii^ 
r*loti»g  "nobility  of  Pcr/ia,  and  thit  which  principally  obutiB  it  da 
^'^^  Perfiancmitt.  The  word  Der^  from  whence  Deri  is  derived, 
denotes  a  gate^  or  part,  as  well  as  the  court ;  from  wbidi  am- 
biguity proceeds  the^xpreflion  of  thtOttaman  Perl,  fo com- 
mon in  Chri/tendam,  equivalent  to  that  of  the  OttoinanoRn, 
the  court  of  thi  Grand  Signor,  or  the  court  tfthe  Othman  Sal- 
tan. The  language  ftiled  by  the  Perfiam  Deri,  or  «fi-, 
which,  according  to  Ehn  Pakhr-adMn  Andjhu,  the  M- 
Pirfian,  who  lived  above  200  rears  ago,  in  the  prefiw  to 
his  work,  intitled,  Farhangb  "Jibanghlri,  written  in  Firjk, 
was  ijjoken  here  in  the  days  or  the  Perfiatt  kings  of  cbc  t- 
cond  dynady,  feme  of  whom  refided  at  Balih.  'Tis  no  wa- 
der, therefore,  that  this  moft  elegant  dialed  fliouM  be  called 
the  language  of  Balih,  the  language  of  Bamiy&i,  a  reiy  m- 
tientcity,  which  is  fuppofcd  to  have  ftood  upon  the  fpot  oc- 
cupied a^erwarJs  by  Batkh,  or  at  a  fiitall  diftance  fsva  K, 
and  the  luiguagc  of  Meru  Shahjan  and  Btihara,  Tht 
Mohammidans  believe,  that  cither  the  Arabic  or  the  Pirjxi 
Deri  wHl  be  the  tongue  fpolcen  in  paradife.  They  »!fo  pre- 
tend, that,  when  God  fpeaks  gently  and  mildly  to  the  Cwrt- 
fc'm  about  his  throne,  he  ufes  the  latter,  but  when  in  a  roughr 
and  more  authoritative  manner,  the  former  of  thofelangnif^ 
Amongft  the  learned  men  produced  by  the  city  of  Bediiai^ 
be  ranked  the  following:  Jamafi,  %PtrJiam  philofofiwi 
cotemporary  with  the  famous  Zerdujbt,  who  wrote  a  vaxit 
Aot.  LoBB  AlTawarikh,  Tim.  Abulfed.  iiiChonfiii.de(ai[t. 
Y*kutE«nAbd'ali.ah  ALHAMATHi.STRAB.Iib.xi.Pui'l*. 
vi,c.  15.  CudT.  lib.  vii.  c.  4  1'olvjeh.  ftrateg.  lib.vii.c.ii-Froi- 
geogr.  lib.  vi.  c.  7.  Ebn  HAWtEL,  fiveEBsHAWKAL,  a|wlIfB^ 
Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  at  et  ipfe  Ism.  Abulped.  ibid.  GoLti  *K->^ 
Alfragan.  p.  17;,  176.  Theoph.  Sic.  BATEa.hift.regn.Grwa. 
Ba£trian,  p,  i^—ig,  Pctropoli,  1738.  Bochakt.  PbalJib- J"- ' 
12,  Chan.  lib.  i.  c.  33,a:alib,  Shaeip  Al  Ei)Risi,  .AioifW' 
vbi  fup.  DioD.  Sic.  lib.  ii,  p.  90— 9;.  UnivVr.  Hifl."l.i».p- 
171-^297.  yol.  XX  p.  .84,  ei  alib.  Khokdbmir,  nbifup-  A"'- 
LoBB  AlTawar(ich,  GoLiinot.adAliragan.p.  U3,ai6,etifi'- 
,  D'Herbel.  Biblioih.  orient,  p.  181,  iSi.etalib.  Abo/**'"' 
AlTabar.  Al  Marin,  ubi  fop.  p.  31.  Jos.  Siu.  Aiieh*"' 
not.  ad  Gregor.  Bar-Hebrasum.  in  Biblioth.  oriental.  dtBiniB*- 

.  Vatican  torn.  ii.  p.  ajj ai;;.    Hyd,  relig.  «ter.Peri"*»' 

w>[end.  p.49j 495,  el  alib,  Mohauubd  Al  Firaux*''"' 

-  RvsTEMiepitomac.  AssEWAM.  ubi  fup.  An  Recount  oftfcep'*''''' 
fttte  of  No'lh.  Afis.  p.  466.  Vide  eciam  Grbc.  Bar-H"**"?' 
inChrcnic.  par.  Iti.  fol.  ■^^o,  mThom.  Maraoeiij.E""-'* 
hiltcr.  monafilc.  Cluldxor.  par.  iv.  c.  1.  et  pai.  t.  c.  4,  ^,  t(^  '^ 
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in  Perfic  tjpcn  the  mot)  lemarkable  conjundiqtis  .of  the 
planets,  and  their  moft  noted  effefts  j  wliich  Lall  tranilated 
inin  Aratic  in  Egypt,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1280. 
jili  Ebjt  Yunes,  a  perfon  of  uncommon  learning  and  piety, 
who  decided  all  points  of  rig,ht,  and  all  cafes  of  confcienec» 
for  fome  time,  amongft  the  citizens  of  Balih  \  but  defifttfd 
from  that  praflite,  after  he  had  been  reproached  by  Moham- 
medy  in  a  dtcam,  for  h'S  refolutioirof  a  difficulty  to  his  daugh-  ' 
ler,  with  which  the  prophet  was  by  no  meJns  pleafed  ;  Sheikh 
M  Inu'im  Omar  Al  BaJfhJm!,  a  perfon  of  profound  erudition, 
who  lived  at  /Id/if),  and  SheHh  Al  Imdm  y^fts-addin,  the 
Afufti  of  the  fame  place,  who  have  both  been  taken  notice 
of  by  Raptd-eddln  41  fVaS'viat,  as  writers  in  the  fixth  cen- 
tury of  the  Hijra,  and  appertaining  to  that  city;  AbulKaf- 
Jem  Almtd  Ebn  Atdallah,  the  author  of  a  book,  intituled, 
jidab  Al  Jadal,  that  is  to  fay,  thi  laws  er  conditions  te  be  tb- 
Jerved  In  a  dlfpule,  who  had  the  furname  of  Al  Balkhl,  and 
died  in  the  year  of  the  fiejra  3 1 9.  The  author  of  a  geogra- 
phical treatife,  that  bore  the  title  of  TVofwim  A!  Beled,  who 
is  always  cited  by  Ebn  dtWardl,  and  other  oriental  geographers, 
under  the  name  of  Al  Haikhl.  '  MohammeA  Ebn  Emir  Khta^d 
Shdh,  or  rather  Khnvdnd Shah,  commonly  called  by  the  }\u~ 
ropean  -writers  Mirkhond,  who  compofed  a  great  hiflorical 
work,  intituled,  Rauidkat  Al  Sa/a,  was  likewife  furnamed 
M  BaHhi  by  the  eaflem  hiftorians.  Mohair.mid  Ebn  Okdil, 
a  celebrated  compiler  of  hiftory,  and  another  learned  man 
famous  for  his  ITcil!  in  geography,  called  Al  Balkhi,  were 
both  origipally  of  this  city.  Abu  Ma'Jhar^  an  aftrologcr;  , 
Abu  Khatem,  the  tranflator  of  the  Indian  author  Shanak  up- 
on fifhes  ;  Rajhid,  a  celebtated  poet;  Anvjarl,  a  famous 
poet  and  aftronumer ;  befides  many  other  learned  men,  that 
wc  cannot  enumerate  here,  are  laid  to  have  been  natives 
of  Balkh.  With  regard  X.o  the  fate  this  place  has  at  diffe- 
rent times  met  with,  our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to 
find  the  following  particulars.  Balih,  with  the  whole  pro- 
vince  ot  Kharajan,  fell  under  the  dominion  of  Ifmail  Al  Sa- 
mat,  or  IJmael  Al  Semmani,  faid  by  fome  to  be  defcended 
from  the  famous  Bahram  Chuhln,  the.firft  prince  of  the  Sam- 
mdiiian  family,  according  to  Ebn  Shohnah,  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  third  century  of  the  Mojlem  xra.  In  the  year  of  the 
Hnra  432,  or  of  Christ  1041,  Togrol  Btg,  or  Togrol  Bti, 
a  Turirfi)  ptince  of  (he  SeljSkian  dynafty,  conquered  the  whole 

Jrovince  oiKberafan,  and  poflelTed  himfelf  of  the  city  of  Balih. 
n  the  61 8th  year  of  the  A/o^m  xra,  anfwcring:  to  the  year  of 
OurliORO  1221,  thiscity  wastakenbytheTtfrMrj,  oiiWff^u^x, 
under  the  command  of  jtnghiz.  Kh&n,  who  caufed  all  the  iiiha* 
hiUnti  Ub«  conduced  without  the  walls,  and  raalTacicd  without 
"£  %  pity. 
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pity.  In  the  771ft  year  of  the  ii/Vfl,  or  of  our  Lord  1369, 
Taaurlan  befieged  Sultan  Hofiin^  the  laft  prince  of  the  has&j 
oiJenghH  Khan,  in  Balih,  and  obliged  him  to  (uircnderine 

,  place;  which  his  fucceilbrs  kept  in  their  hands,  till  they  wcr 
driven  from  thence  by  the  Uxhtis,  under  the  commaiKl  of 
Sba'ibek  Khan,  in  the  ninth  century  of  the  Hejra,  and  the  (A' 
teenth  of  the  Chriftian  sera.  It  was  afterwards  redeemed  by 
Shah  Ifmati  Sufi  Shah,^  but  finally  wiefted  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Ptrfiani  by  the  Uzbeii,  who  remained  mailers  of  it  almoft 
to  this  day.  We  aie  told,  that  it  was  lately  the  fulqcdof  al- 
mofl  perpetual  wars  between  the  Ptrfiant  and  the  tSzitki,  ia 
the  fame  manner  as  ^tf^^ii^i^was  between  the  former  of  ibc& 
nations  and  the  Turh,  and  the  city  oi  KanJabar  bqtireen  Ac 
Shah  of  P^rfia  and  the  Great  Mogul.  It  was  not  long  fiooe 
the  refidcnce  of  a  Khan  of  the  Uaieks,  who  pollcis  tbc  Ibti- 
thcm  part  of  Great  Bukharia.  Its  diftrift  mu^  be  allowed  Id 
be  but  fmall,  in  refpcct  of  the  territories  of  the  Khan  of  Bui- 
baria ;  but  as  this  produces  very  confiderable  quantities  of 
fitk,  of  which  the  inhabitants  make  Duff's,  and  is  extremely 
fertile,  and  well  cultivated,  the  Khan  drew  lately  a  very  isai 
revenue  from  thence.  His  fabjefls  were  the  moft  civilized  of 
the  MohaTiuncdan  Tartan  of  Gnat  Bukharia,  to  which  the  1^- 
vantageous  trade  carried  on  between  them,  the  Perfiani,  and 
the  fubje£b  of  the  Great  Mogul,  not  a  little  contributed.  The 
town  of  B^lkh,  at  prefent  the  moll  confiderable  of  any  pof- 
fcflcd  in  ihofc  parts  by  the  Mohammedan  Tartars,  is  la^e, 
fair,  and  populous ;  and  its  buildings  are  for  the  moft  pan  c^ 
ftone  or  brick.  The  fortifications  confill  of  bulvar):s  of 
earth,  fenced  without  with  a  Arong  wall,  high  enough  to  cover 

.  thofe  employed  in  the  defence  of  tbofc  fortifications.  As  dui 
place  is  the  refort  of  all  the  bufinefs  tranfa6ied  between  tbc 
Jndiis  and  Great  Bukharia,  has  a  fine  river  paffiiig  from  the 
S.  S.  £.  through  its  fuburbs,  which  is  of  vaft  fervicc  to  the 
town,  and,  in  time  of  peace,  all  foreign  merchants,  and  other 
travellers,  have  free  liberty  and  pcrmiflion  to  manage  thdr 
affairs  in  it,  trade  flourifhes  extremely  at  Balih.  The  afore- 
faid  river  falls  into  the  ytrnu  about  the  380  30'  north  latitude, 
upon  the  confines  of  Great  Bukharia  indiKbowarazm.  The 
Khan's  palace,  or  calile,  is  a  large  edifice,  built  after  the  (wi- 
cntal  manner,  and  confifls  almolt  intirely  of  marble,  of  which 
there  a^e  very  fine  quarries  in  the  neighbouring  mountaio;. 
The  jealoufy  that  has  long  fubfifted  between  the  neighbour- 
ing powers  preferved,  till  very  lately,  the  Kbdn  of  BaUh  in  a 
Hate  of  independency,  and  not  a  tittle  forwarded  the  exten- 
fion  of  the.  trade  carried  on  by  his  fubjefls.  But  he  was  al 
lall  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  i^^r/fim  forces,  under  the  com- 
maud  Qi  Riza  Kouli  Miria,  deuchcd  by 'his  father  Ka£r 
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5&a^  againfl  the I/z^«ii,  in  iheycarof  our  Lord  1737,  and 
finally  to  Nadir  Shah  himfelf,  in  the  yeir,i739,  upon  his  re- 
turn from  his  Indian  expedition.  Wc  Dia!l  conclude  our  ac- 
count of  this  city  with  obferving,  that  the  longitude  of  Baikb 
lias  been  determined  by  Ulugh  Btigh,  or  Olugh  Beky  to  be 
lOl"  00',  and  its  latitude  36°  41'  -,  though,  according  to  the 
more  accurate  determination  of  the  later  afironomers,  it  ftands 
in  lon^tude  92"  20',  and  latitude  37°  10''. 

The  anterior  part  of  this  dirhitn  exhibits  the  words  5*-  Defirip- 
Salkba  thjhmanen  tuathfamantna  wamtattn ;  that  is,  In  Ballcb,  tion  tfthi 
188,  or  Jiruck  at  BiMi  in  the  lUlh  year  of  thg  He^n^  aioUtin. 
Christ  804.  The  reverfe  has  preferved  the  following  in- 
fcription  originally  inipreded  upon  it :  Mehammediin  raJuTa . . . 
Mdbi  wam:ila  namiyyeieht  .  . .  PEmlre  t  Mamuno  Abd'aildhi  . . . 
bno  Emri  [Momtnina  ateya  vjaliayy^amadi  CMoJIemina  Tahja  % 
i.  e.  Mohammed  i%  the  apojite  tf  God,  and  the  fUnitude  of  all' 
hit  crialures  :  Thefrince  Al  Mamun  Abd'allah,  the  Jon  of  the 
prince  ef  the  faithful,  is  the  high  fuppcrttr  of  the  pillars  aftht 
A4ollems:  Yahya,  er  John.  Hence  w.; learn,  that i>A/nH  were 
coined  this  year  at  Balkh,  in  honour  of  Al  Mamun,  who  bad 
been  called  totberucceOion  aktt  Al  Amln,  by  onelli^i?,  who 
feems  to  have  been  at  leaft  the  governor  of  that  city,  if  not 
of  the  whole  province  of  XAwi^o«.  The  title  of  ii*^/m/afllf, 
or  nability,  of  all  creaturei,  here  implies,  that  Mohammed  wat 
the  moft  noble  and  excellent  of  all  created  beings;  and  that 
this  was  one  of  his  fingular  properties,  and  a  prerogative  pe- 
culiar to  him,  who  was  believed  by  his  followers  to  have  cre- 
ated Adamand  all  oihercreatures,  to  have  been  the  Rttt  pro- 
phet in  the  order  of  creation,  and  rbe  lad  in  the  order  of  mif- 
fion,  to  have  been  the  prince  and  lord  of  all  the  fans  of  Adam, 
to  have  had  the  angels  Gabriel,  Michael,  Itrafil,  or  Ifrafll, 
and  Axra'il,  for  his  yifirt,  wc  are  informed  by  fome  of  the  moft 
celebrated  Mtfltm  authors "". 

The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  188th  of  the  Hejra,  ^otnt  othtr  ia* 
Mrbims  were  liltewife  coined  at  Baghdad;  one  of  which  is  \iimt 

<  Gioko.'Jac.  Kehk,  ubi  Tup.  p.  14,  i;.    D'Hekbel.  Bibl.  ^ 

Oiient.  ubi  flip.  Bbn  Al  Wardi,  Kkokdemir,  Aut.  Lobb  Al 
Tawariku.Adu'l'Kaisbm  AhmedEbn  AaD'ALLAH.in^aJ^ 
JaMt,  Arabirah,  in  vit.  Tim.  Al  Jarnab.  EbnYusep,  Ebh 
Shorhah,  An  account  of  the  prefent  Hate  of  Ntribem  Afia,  &c.  p, 
466, 467,  Lond.  1719.  Ha  NWAv'shiftorical  account  of  tbeBmim 
trade  over  the  Cafpian  fea,  with  the  revolutions  of  Pcrfia,  vol.  iv. 
p.  148, 10;.  LoiKl.17;].  Uluchi  Bbicui  nb.  geographic,  op. 
etflad.  Johan.  Gravii,  p.  143.  Oxon.  1711.    VideetiamTuEOPH. 

SiOEPKii).  Baybk.  bilvir.  reto-  Gnecoruiv  Baftrian-  p.  15 19.. 

Feu^poli,  173S.  ■  Georc.  Jacob.  KaKK.uhi  Tup. 

p.  16.  At,  Jahhab.  p.  223.   Gaoh.  la  vie  dc  Mahom.  torn.  ii.  c. 
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^nfi  at   laid  to  have  been  difrovered  in  1 722,  on  the  cosft  of  the  Btl- 

Ba^hikd   lid,  not  far  bom.  l}antzici.    The  following,  words,  at  the 

tbiiyiar.  tiin-r  ui  itt  difcovery,  were  vifible  upon  it:   Effmi..,Sia 

dboreba  hafa  .  .  .  ddirhemo  bemtdSnati  .  .  S/alami^  fenata  thja- 

matun  wiiihjumanina~VJoituaUn ;  that  Is,  In  the  name  if  GoDf 

this  dirhem  wasjlruck  in  tht  city  nf  peace  (or  Baghdad)  in  lit 

iSZlhyear,  i.e.  af  thetitin.     The  infcnption  viliblcoaitw 

rcverfe  confills  ot  thefe  words,  Mohammtdon  rafuU  .  ■  flib' 

erfidaht  bethiida  wadini  . .  thakki  leyedh'Jhiraba  ah  ..  iH 

hollehi  walau  kdreha  . .  rmijhreiuna  \  thai  is,  Adchamnudis  lU 

apoJJU  of  God,  who  fent  him  vjith  direilion,  or  tht  right  vxj, 

and  the  true  religion,  that  he  might  render  thii  fuperiar  M,  ai 

more  anfpicuoui  than,  all  other  religions,  tho'  the  affmalasmq 

ebbor  it.     Ot  which  infcription  we  have  alieadji  given  apai- 

ticular  account  and  explication  in  a  preceding  part  of  thii 

work.     M.  Kihr  fcems  to  think,  that  the  Khalif  Heri*  £ 

Rvjhtd  cauled  a  great  number  of  fuch  filver  pieces  to  benoT 

ftEucIc  AlB.'ghdad,  in   order  to  dill  rib  utc  them  amongH  tii> 

troops,  duriiig  ilie  expedition  he  thought  fit  at  this  time  10 

undtnake  againft  the  Greeks.     For  a  farther  accounto/  llui 

expedition,  we  mult  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers  to  what hu 

been  alreadv  obferved  on  this  head  from  M  Makin  aaiA 

Jaafar  Ai  Tabari  \ 

Har^n  «'»-     The  follawing  year,  being  the  iSgih  year  of  the  H^ri, 

vadis        Harun  Al  Kajhld  rtmovei  AhmtdEbn  Jfmael  M  Wfiemitm 

Phrygia    the  government  o(  Egypt,  and  fubilituted  in  his  room  Ein 

thiftl'     Zeneiia  i  whom  he  Ibon  after  depofed,  and  conferred  tbepofi 

i^^ng      become  vacant  by  his  amotion  on  Hafan  Ebn  famil  AlAiit- 

year.         About  the  fame  time,  a  body  of  the  Khalifa  forces  penetoml 

into  Phrygia,  overthrew  an  imperial  army  fent  to  oppofc  thnU) 

and  letired  into  the  Mojlem  territories  without  having  fuibinnl 

any  confiderable  )ofs.     It  appears  from  a  ■/iVji'/in  found  on  the 

coaftof  the  fa/fiV^  in  1722,  that  themintfetupatfii/itiftfcnt 

out  fome  more  of  thofe  pieces  this  year,  or  at  leall  in  tfae  jot 

^  of  thcHejra  187.     This  coin  feems  to  have  been  ftruttin 

honour  cither  of  Al  Anun  or  Al  Marmm,  one  of  the  Kb^ifi 

fons,  or  rather  of  the  latter  of  thofe  princes,  whofe  naiw  it 

exhibits,  according  to  M.  Kehr.    On  the  firft  IJde  are  obfff- 

vable  thefe  words,  Be-Beliha,  tes'enfvathfamaitna  wamiati*, 

At  Ealkh,  in  the  year  189  j  or  Be~Balkha,  fee'htn  wthjumi- 

ntna  wamedteUt  At&iVtM,  in  the  year  lij.     After  the  worf>t 

Mohammed  11  the  apojile  of  God,  on  the  reverfe,  anotlw 

name  of  the  Moflem  prophet,  tua'alaktyateho,  and  bis  «!'<*■ 

dant,  occurs ;  which  implies,  that  he  was  united  witb  ^ 

"  Geo<i<:.  Jac.Kehr,  ubi  fup.p.  S 12,   AbdJa*""^'' 

Tabar.  j^lMakih,  ubi  fup.  p.  118,119. 
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X>eity  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  divine  and  human  natures  in 
him  were  infeparable.  The  othtr  part  of  the  inlcrlptiun  i> 
the  fame  with  (hat  prcfervcd  on  the  rcverre  of  the  dirhim 
ctuncd  at  Baikh  the  preceding  year ;  tho'  the  CUfic  letters,  of  ' 
^rhich  thofe  infcriptions  are  compofed,  as  to  theii  fonns,  ad- 
mit of  fome  variation  ". 

In  the  190th  jcar  of  the  Hejra,  commtndi^  NevemhtrTht  ISittr 
27th,  805,  //<7rji»  vfliifl^/i/ marched  into  the  imperial  pro- 'if  «*^w^ 
vinccswith  an  army  of  135,000  men,  befidesa  great, number^"''' f^ 
of.  volunteers,  and  others  who  were  not  inrolied  amongft  his  ^'f*^'''*^ 
troops.     He  firft  laid  fiege  to i^^rWw,  took  it,  and  reduced  h^"''^''* 
to  aibes;   after  which,  he  made  himfelf  maltcr  ef  fevcrd     f* 
other  towns.     He  is  faid  to  have  carried  with  him  fiom  He-.f[  * 
ratlea  no  lefs  than  16,000  prifoners;  and,  after  the  conclu- ^     ^^ 
fion  of  this  expedition,  to  have  made  a  defcent  on  the  illand  i«/ooo 
of  Cfprui,  the  people  of  which  country  he  pillaged  and  plun*  j^^,' 
dered  in  a  dreadful  manner.     This  fucccfs  To  intimidated  JVi- 
tepbarutf  the  Greek  emperor,  t'at  he  immediately  fent  the 
tribute  due  to  Haria,  and  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Khalif 
upon  the  terms  he  thought  Et  to  prefcribe ;  one  of  which  was, 
that  the  city  of  HtracUa  fhould  never  be  rebuilt,     About  the 
fame  time,  or  ratlier  whiift  Hsrun  was  employed  in  the  afore- 
said expedition,  Rafi  Ebn  AlLt'tth  revolted  againfl  tiieKiali/ 
at  Sataariandf  and  aOembled  a  coiifiderable  force  to  fupport 
him  in  his  defection ;  which  probably  induced  the  latter  to 
grant  the  Greek  emperor  fo  fpeedy  a  peace  j  tho'  that  prince's 
troops  were  by  no  means  in  a  condition  at  this  time  to  make 
head  againft  him.     It  feems  likely,  from  one  of  them  found 
ntar Dantzick  in  1722,  with  the  words  tes'ina  vjameuterty  i.e. 
190,  upon  it,  that  tl^  Kballf  auicA  a  large  number  of  dir- 
hims  to  be  now  ftruck,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  which  be  performed  the  following  year. 
TJ)C  citizens  of  toUda,  at  this  time,  rebelled  againfl  the 
ncftern  Kballf,  Al  Hekem^  in  Spain.     But  that  prince  fent 
his  fon  Aixtalrahmdn,  then  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  with 
an  army  againit  their  city  ;  who,  by  the  alliance  of  one  Am- 
brffz,  governor  of  Saragofa  and  Uuejea,  who  betrayed  them, 
after  they  had  admitted  him  into  the  town,  found  meahs  to 
eoter  the  place,  without  the  trouble  and  fatigue  of  a  H^e,  put 
5000  of  ihenl  to  the  fword,  after  he  had  decoyed  them  to  an 
eatertainment,  and  iniirely  extinguilhed  the  rebellion  that  had 
begun  to  fliake  AlHakem's  throne.     We  are  told  by  Theo- 
phanet,  that  the  ereateft  part  of  a  body  of  tight-armed  troops, 
fent  by  the  Greek  emperor  into  Syria,  to  ad  againft  the' Khailf 

*  A>t;  Jaafak  AlTabak.  Theophan.  ubifup.  p.  406.  Al 

Makih,  atnfap.  p.  119.GEOKO.  Jac.  Kehi,  ubifup.  p.  iS,  19. 
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there,    periflMd,    without  cfFcding  any  thing/  Ati  cam' 
paign  '. 
Rafe'  Ebn     The  next  year,  .being  the  191ft  year  of  the  Htjra,  ds 
Al  Leith   Khalif  removed  Aii  Ebn  Ifa  Ebn  Mahaa  from  the  govem- 
maiu  a     mcnt  of  Khcrafan,  probably  becaufe  he  was  not  fuffidcntly  a- 
gnat  pro-  tentive  to  the  motions  of  Rafi'  Ebn  jil  Ltlth^  and  appnntcd 
pyfi'»      Maxima  Ebn  Ajan  to  fucceed  him  in  that  poft.     The  new 
a"^      lieutenant  had  no  fooner  entered  upon  the  government  of  the 
KK     r    province  ailigned  him,  ihan  he  fcnt  his  predeccffor,  who  hid 
^  •       "'  excrcifed  unheard-of  tyranny  upon  the  people  of  KJbaraSn,  a 
chains  to  //ardB  Al  Rajhld.    The  Khalif  7^(0  deprived  of  Iw 
OiEcc  Khaitb,  whom  he  had  conftituted  coUcftor  of  the  ivk- 
nues  of  Egypt,  the  preceding  year.     It  muft  be  hcreobferrd, 
that  Theaphants  places  the   la  ft- mentioned  irruption  of  dB 
Arabi  into  the  imperial  territories  in  the  prefent  year.    He 
informs  us,  that  Harun  advanced  to  Tyana  in  Cafpa^e  »t 
(he  head  of  an  army,  raifed  in  Syria,  Palefline,  and  iiijw,  of 
300,000  men,  feized-upon  that  city,  and  ere(3cd  a  molqne 
there  ;  that  he  alfo  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Htracha,  Tbtkfi, 
called  Sdfsaf  by  Abu  Jaafor  Al  Tabari,  Malacopaa,  SiJtn- 
talus,  and  Andra/us,  the  Andrsfia  of  PtaUmy,  and  dctadiedi 
pody  of  60,000  men  to  ravage  all  the  neighbouring  diflrifl). 
Afterwards  he  penetrated  to  /fn^yra,  took  a  narrow  view  of 
(bat  fortrefs,  and  then  returned  borne  ;  having  laid  waftetbe 
circumjacent  territory  with  fire  and  fword.     This  rapiJ  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Arabs  obliged  the  emperor  Nicepharus  to  femJ  em- 
bafladors  to  Har^n  to  treat  of  a  peace;  which  was  at  \& 
granted  by  the  Khalif,  upon  condition  that  he  fhould  pay  _«! 
annual  tribute  of  30,000  pieces  of  gold,  with  his  own  effipfl 
-  vpon  them,  and  3000  more  with  that  of  his  fon  ;  as  alfothat 
the  fortrefles  ruined  by  tht  Moflems  {hould  neyer  be  reiwti- 
fied  or  repaired.     But  the  /irabs  were  fcarcc  got  out  of  t\x 
imperial  dominions,  when  Nictpherui  ordered  thofe  towns' U 
be  rebuilt,  and  ftrengthcned  with  new  fortifications ;  of  wWch 
^he  K-halif  being  apprized,  he  immediately  returned  widi  » 
powerful  army,  repoffefled  himfelf  of  Thebafa,  made  a  fc 
fcent  upon  the  jfland  of  Cyprui,  being  affifted  therein  by  * 
iirong  fleet,  which  forwarded  the  operations  of  the  law- 
focces,  demolifhed  many  churches  there,  and  carrieJ  off* 
Vaft  number  of  Chrifians  with  him  into  captivity.    Such  re- 
peated   fuccefs  could  not  but  intimidate  Nictpharia,  "*" 
^hereupon  v(as  glad  to  conclude  a  freDi  treaty  with  the  Khci^fi 

B  Abu  Jaaf^r  Al  Tabab.  Al  Makin,  obi  ftp.  G»»-' 
J^bu'l  Fahaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  234..  Gbokc.  Jac.  Kkh«,  obiftp- 
p.  II.  RoDERtc.  ToLETAN.  ubifup,  c.  xxii,  uiiii.  p.?*"* 
^K|oruAH.  chrpQtigTaph.  p.  406. 
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vpon  the  fame  terms  with  that  he  had  violated  before.  Sooa 
after,  HarSn  undertoolc  a  pilgrijRagc  to  Meccay  with  his  three 
fbas,  and  dillributed  vaft  iltms  of  money  amongft  the  poor  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  Mtdina,  before  his  return  to  Baghdad. 
We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  the  rebel  Pm/i'  Ebn  Al 
Lntb  made  a  formidable  progrcfs  in  the  conqueft  of  Kborajan 
the  prefent  year  q. 

The  following  year,  being  the  igzd  of  the  Hejra,  be-7i«Kba- 
nnning  November  6th,  807,  HarUn  marched  againft  Rafe'  \iffinJi 
Mbn  M  Leilh,  who  pretended  to  difpute  the  Khali/at  with  ^ifi»  Al 
him.  The  general  rendezvous  of  his  forces  was  in  the  plains  MamSn 
of  Saiia,  from  whence  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  them  to  ^"'"A 
Baghdad.  Having  fupplicd  the  troops  with  every  thing  occef-  "* 
ftry  at  that  place,  he  continued  his  march  to  the  frontiers  of 
Jorjan,  where  he  was  feized  with  an  iUnefs  which  grew 
more  violent  after  he  had  entered  that  province.  Finding 
htmlelf,  therefore,  not  able  to  purfue  his  route,  he  refigned 
the  command  of  the  army  to  his  Ton  AlMamun,  appointed 
many  experienced  oStcers  to  ferve  under  him,  ordered  him  to 
inarch  direffly  to  Meru  in  cjucft  of  the  rebels,  and  retired 
bimfelf  to  Tui  in  Khorafdn,  twelve  parafangs  of  Nijab&r^ 
not  Tufter  in  Kh^ijiany  the  antient  Su/a,  as  we  find  falfeJy 
afferted  by  M.  Kehr.  Before  (he  ^A«A/ affcmbled  his  force* 
at  Rakka,  he  deprived  Hafan  Ebn  Jamil  of  the  government 
of  Egypt,  and  fent  MdUc  Ebn  Vaham  to  Mtfr  to  mcceed  him 
in  that  poft.  AVe  are  told  by  Khandenur.,  that  the  Kbalifhvi 
in  a  dream  at  Rakka,  before  he  departed  from  that  place,  a 
hand  over  his  head,  full  of  red  earth,  viA  at  the  fame  time 
heard  the  voice  of  a  perfon  pronouncing  thefe  words,  Sti  tbf 
forlb  in  ivhuh  Harun  ii  ta  be  inttrrtd.  Upon  which,  he  de> 
nlanded  where  he  was  to  be  buried  ?  and  was  inflantly  an- 
fwered  by  the  fame  voice,  At  Tus.  This  greatly  difcom- 
poling  him,  he  communicated  the  dream  to  his  chief  pbyll- 
cian  Gabriel,  the  fon  of  fiakhtijhua^  a  Chrijliau,  who  told 
him,  that  this  ought  to  give  him  no  manner  of  concern,  iS 
dreams  were  only  phantoms  produced  by  the  fumes  which  the 
humours  of  the  body  fent  into  the  brain  j  and  that  the  expe- 
dition to  Khorafan,  in  order  to  extinguish  die  rebellion  of  Rafi 
Ehn  Al  Leith  there,  he  was  upon  the  point  of  undertaking, 
had  given  place  to  this  imagination.  To  which  the  doctor 
added,  that  no  better  remedy  could  be  thought  of  to  dilTipate 
hi)  chagrin,  than  to  purfue  foipe  favourite  diverfioi]  that  might 
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drtw  his  attention  another  way.  Tkc  Kballf,  therefore,  1^ 
his  phylician's  advice,  prepared  a  magnificent  r^alc  for  ha 
prmcipa)  counien,  which  caotinued  fevend  days.  After  this, 
he  put  himfeir  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  advanced  to  the 
confines  of  JuTJan,  where  be  was  atucked  by  the  difica>per 
thtit  proved  !ratal  to  him.  This  increafing,  he  found  himJclf 
obliged  to  leave  the  army,  and  retire  to  Tus;  wbere  the  pie- 
di^ion  communicated  to  him  in  his  dream  was  fulfilled,  as 
will  foon  more  clearly  appear.  In  the  month  of  Sepumitr 
this  year,  according  to  Tbispbants  and  CeJrenas,  the  Jr^ 
made  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland  of  KhtdtSy  commiUcd  dxcadftil 
depredations  there,  and  at  laft  retired  into  their  own  docoi- 
nions  with  an  immenfe  ijuantity  of  fpoil.  About  the  fame 
time,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  date  preTerved  on  one  of 
<tbem  found  on  thecoaftof  '^^Baitickva  1722,  fome^triAaw 
were  firuck  at  Mf^mmtdia^  a  city  of  lUrmhn^  famous  b* 
the  great  number  of  learned  men  it  has  produced.  The  wonis 
that  determine  the  place  where,  and  the  time  when,  this 
piece  was  coined,  are,  Bti'Mahattantdiyjeta  ethfraiaytti  toatte- 
s'ina  wameattn,  i,  e.  In  Mohammedia,  oTjIruck  at  Moham- 
tnedia,  intbtyearef  riwHejrai92,  of  Christ  807,  or  ra- 
ther 8c8.  As  Afohammedia  was  not  at  a  vafl  diflancc  6001 
T4s,  and  our  dirhim  exhibits  the  name  Jfyimiiy  it  feeixts  to 
have  been  coined  in  honour  of  that  prince,  a  little  bciore  hb 
father's  deceafe.  As  Jl  Amln  was  likewife  al  this  time  cany- 
iiig  on  his  military  preparations,  in  order  to  attack  his  brother 
Al  MamAHi  then  commander  in  chief  of  the  Kha^fi  forces 
in  Xhorafdn,  thefe  pieces  might  have  been  Qruck  to  enable 
jflf  Amin  to  undertake'  the  proje^ed  expedition,  immediately 
after  At  Har&tf^  death  ;  or  they  might  have  been  coined  by  the 
inhabitants  of  MibammiSaa^  not  only  as  an  inllance  of  their 
hbmage  and  loyalty  to  MAmim,  but  likewife  with  a  view  of 
making  a  confiderable  prefent  to  that  prince.  At  leaft  this  is 
the  opinion  of  M.A«/>r.  The  language  fpoke^t  Mebaxme^a 
is  the  Perjic ;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  ac,  as  this  city  is 
almofl  fituated  in  the  very  heart  of  Ptrfia,  Other  dirbimt 
were  likewife  coined  this  year  at  Baghd^,  as  appears  frooa 
two  of  them  difcoyered  with  the  former  in  1722,  We  maft 
not  forget  to  obftnre,  that  M.  Kthr  Is  inconfiflent  with  hi«- 
felf,  when  in  one  place  he  affirms  Tit  to  have  belonged  ta 
Perfta^  and  in  another  to  the  provioce  of  Kbarafan ;  ai^  that 
Msbanwudia  flood  in  longitude  90°  00',  and  lal.  31c  45. 
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The  igjd  year  of  the  Hejra,  beginning  Offcher  25th,  Harfin  AI 
808,  was  famous  for  the  death  of  the  Khali/  Hariin  M  Ka-  Rafliid"* 
Jl^id^  who  departed  this  life  the  third  of  the  latter  Jornada  at  ■''«'*i  "W 
Tus  i  being  then,  accofding  to  Eutyehiui, -iony-iix,  or,  if'i^ra&r. 
we  wai  believe  /fbu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar't  and  Abu'l-Farajt  forty- 
feven,  or,  laftly,  as  others  wilt  have  it,  forty-eight  years  of 
age.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Tis,  to  which  place  the  violence 
of  his  di{{emper  obliged  him  to  retire,  he  fent  for  his  phyfi- 
cian,  Gabriel  Ebn  Baihtijhua,  and  faid  to  him,  '*  Do  you  re- 
•*  member,  Gabriel,  my  dream  at  Rdiia  ?  W«  arc  now  ar- 
**  rived  at  7(9;,  the  place,  according  to  what  Was  prediSed 
•*  in  that  dream,  of  my  interment,  bend  one  of  my  eunuchs 
'*  to  fetch  me  a  handful  of  the  earth  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
*•  the  city."  Upon  which,  one  of  his  favourite  eunuchs, 
named  Mafr&r,  was  immediately  difpatched  to  bring  a  little 
of  the  foil  of  the  place  to  the  Khalif;  who  foon  returned, 
and  brought  a  handful  of  icd  earth,  which  he  prefented  to 
Hurun  with  his  arm  half  bare.  At  the  (ight  of  which,  the 
A'^/iyinftantly  cried  out,  **In  truth,  this  is  the  earth,  and 
** .  this  the  vciy  arm,  that  I  faw  in  my  dream."  Whereupoa 
his  rpirits  failing  him,  and  his  malady  incrcafmg,  he  died 
three  days  after  this  frightful  fight,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
place,  where  a  ftately  monument  was  afterwards  ereiiled  in 
honour  of  the  Imam  All  Ebn  Mufa  Ebn  Jaafar,  called  by  the 
Perjiam  the  Itniim  Rixa,  going  under  the  appellation  of  Majb- 
baa  Riza,  or  the  fepulchre  of  ^iW,  at  this  day.  Some  au- 
thot^  relate,  that  both  thefc  princes  were  interred  at  Senahedy 
a  village  about  a  parafang  diftant  from  Tus ;  and  that  Sawn 
Ebn  Al  Mctex,  who  prcfidcd  over  the  diftriiils  of  Nifabur 
and  TUs  in  the  days  of  Mvhmud  Gaizni,  adorned  die  fpot 
where  Harun  and  Riza  lay  inhumed  with  many  fupcrb  and 
munificent  buildings.  Which  place  has  fince  been  fo  beau- 
tified and  inlai^ed  by  the  later  Ptrftan  kings,  that  Tus,  with 
which  this  is  now  immediately  connected,  was  at  leaft  very 
lately  eftecmed  (he  metropolis  of  Khorafan.  Nor  did  the  ter- 
litory  of  Tus  make  a  mean  figure  500  years  ago,  fince  we 
are  toid  by  Takut  Ebn  Abd'aUah  Al  Hamathi,  that  it  then 
contained  about  a  thuufand  villages  and  tnwns.  It  appears 
from  Abu'lFaraj,  that  BaJMr  Ebn  Al  Leith.  Rafe'  Ebn  Al 
Ltitb's  brother,  was  brought  to  the  KhaUf'xn  chains, when  thiA 
prince  was  at  the  point  of  death;  who,  at  the  fight  of  him, 
declared,  that  if  be  had  had  only  time  enough  left  him  to 
ipeak  two  words,  lie  would  fay,  Killh'im;  and  immediately' 
ordered  him  to  be  cut  to  pieces  in  his  prefence ;  which  being 
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dtine,  he  fbon  after  expired.  Har&n  fat  about  Aree-and- 
twcnty  years  upon  the  Mojkm  throne.  As  to  his  perfbn,  he 
was  tall,  corpulent,  and  of  a  fair  complexion ;  he  had  thick 
bufhy  hair,  which  had  begun  to  grow  grey,  a  handfome  face, 
and  a  bl^ck  beard  : '  his  head  he  coolc  care  to  have  fhaved  as 
often  as  he  performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  With  regard 
to  his  dlfpofition,  he  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  fingular  humanity, 
fhat,  in  this  point,  he  could  fcarce  be  paralleled  by  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs,  of  great  liberality,  efpecially  to  poets,  being  cxcef- 
iively  fond  of  the  Arab  poetry,  and  even  capable  of  writing  verfcs 
himtelf,  magnanimous  and  brave,  and  fa  devout,  that  he  is  faid 
to  have  gone  eight  or  nine  times  on  pilgrimage  to  A/f^ctt,  whilft 
he  was  Khali/.  He  fpent  a  confiderable  time  in  prayer  every 
day,  except  when  he  was  Tick,  and,  during  the  performance  of 
his  devotions,  according  to  Majaafar  AlTahari  and  .fhul-  Fa- 
raj.,  made  an  hunc^r^d  incurvations.  He  atfo  difliibuted  every 
day  a  thoufand  £rb:ms  amongft  the  poor,  and  carried  with 
him  an  hundred  learned  men  to  Mecca ;  and  when  he  did  oot 
go  thither  himfetf,  betook  care  to  furnifli  three  hundred  per- 
fons  with  proper  accommodations  for  fuch  a  journey.  None 
of  the  preceding  KhalSfi  had  fo  great  a  number  of  counfdiors, 
judges,  learned  men,  and  poets,  in  his  palace,  as  Harin  Al 
Rajh'td.  Al  Afmaghl  relates,  that,  on  a  certain  day,  he  found 
AlRaJhtdaSX  in  tears,  upon  difccfvcringa  paflage  in  the  poetical 
works  oiAbtil  Ahabia,  that  he  applied  to  himfelf,  and  fcetned 
to  interpret  as  a  prcdiflion  of  his  death.  The  difiemper  that 
attacked  him  with  great  fury  and  violence  at  Tui  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  bloody  fiux,  which  at  lad  proved  fatal  to  him. 
The  firft  and  lart  day  of  his  rcipn  was  Saturday.  His  firft 
counfellcts  were  Tahya  Eln  Khaled  Ehn  barmac,  and  his  two 
Jons  Al  Fadl  in6 'Yaa/ar  ;  after  whofe  difmiffion,  he  took  .if/ 
Fadl  Ehn  Al  -Rati.  He  is  faid  likewife  afterwards  to^have 
delivered  the  privy  feal  to  AH  Ehn  Baktar.  Ijmael  Ehn  Sabih 
aJfo  ferved  him  in  the  capacity  of  prime  minittcr  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  His  judges  were  NCh  Ehn  Daraj  and  Hafat  Ebn 
Ayat,  in  the  caftern  parts  of  his  dominions;  and,  in  the 
V/t^cin,  AlHcfein  Ebn Al  Hcfcin  At  Atvfi,  znd  iftervnud^Aten 
Ebn  Abd-aliah  Al  Mcfudi.  We  are  likewife  told,  that  Mt- 
bammed  Ebn  Sama'a^  Sberii  Ehn  Abd'cUah,  and  Alt  Ehn  Har- 
mala,  prelided  over  the  courts  of  judicature  during  fome  part 
of  his  reign.  The  captains  of  his  guards  were  AlKafem  Ebn 
Nafr  Ebn  MdUc,  Iiam:^h  Ebn  Hazcm,  and  Hafid^hnOwar 
Ekn  Al  Shojair ;  and  his  chamberlains,  Baffiar  Ebn  Maimvn^ 
his  ftTvant.'  MBhcimmid  Ebn  Yahya  Ebn  Khaled  Ehn  Barmac, 
•  and  Fail  Ehn  Al  Rabi.  The  infcnption  of  his  feal  was,  Crtat' 
ntfs,  and  peiver  o/Goa.  From  what  has  been  already  ob- 
■     ftrvcd,  it  fufficiepUy  appears,  that  this  i^flf  was  extremely 
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SoaA  of  learned  men,  and  cultivated  himTelf  at  leaft  Tome  of 
the  fciences.  He  obliged  Maltc^  the  author  of  the  famous 
book  intitled  Mav/tha,  to  write  an  explication  of  that  piece ; 
who,  when  the  KialifvrouM  have  fhut  the  door  of  the  cham- 
ber wherein  that  explication  was  made,  boldly  told  him,  that 
knowledge  was  of  no  manner  of  fervice  to  the  great,  except 
they  communicated  it  to  thofe  of  a  lower  degree.  But,  in 
order  to  have  an  adequate  idea  of  the  (late  of  learning  in  the 
Jldofim  empire  during  this  Khallfs  reign,  and  perfe£Uy  to  un- 
dcrftand  on  what  foot  he  f«  the  fciences,  we  mult  beg  leave 
to  retcr  our  curious  readers  to  the  hillory  of  Taixiadud  Kbatun 
and  Harun^  as  well  as  the  works  of  divers  antient  authors, 
that  he  caufed  to  be  tranflatcd  into  Arabic ;  a  detail  of  which 
may  be  mctwith  in  the  Bibliotheque  of  M.  D'Herbelot '. 

It  has  been  obfervcd  by  fome  of  the  oriental  hiHorians,  Hirfln 
that  Al  Mthdi  made  his  Ton  Hariln  a  prcfent  of  a  mofl  beau</i>«!>  m 
tiful  ruby-ring,  which  he  wore  himfcif,  as  an  earneft  of  the  ring  ibtt 
fucceffion,  to  which  he  was  called  after  his  brother  Al  Hddi ;  *'  *^ 
and  that  the  laft  of  thcfc  princes,  immediately  after  his  acccf-  '^ri-wn 
fion,  fent  a  eunuch  to  demand  it,  as  of  right  belonging  to  ^f  ™ 
him.     This  unrcafonabic  demand  fo  inccnfed  Harun,  that,  in    '8"** 
the  eunuch's  prefencc,  he  pulled  it  off  his  finger,  and  threw 
it  into  the  Tigris,  where  it  remained  till  Al  Hcdi's  death-  But 
no  fooner  had  he  taken  polTeffion  of  the  Khalifat,  than  he 
commanded  fome  divers  to  fearch  for  it ;  calling  a  lead-ring, 
in  order  to  direfl  them,  from  the  fame  part  of  the  bridge 
where  he  Hood  before,  when  the  eunuch  demanded  Al  Mehdi  a 
ring  of  him,  into  the  river.     The  divers  were  fo  fortunate  on 
this  occalion  as  to  tind  the  thing  fought  for,  without  any  diffi- 
culty or  toil ;  which  accident  w,as  confidered  as  a  certain  prog- 
nose of  a  happy  and  aufpicious  reign.   One  of  thefe  authors 
relates,  that  the  femous  Saladin,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra 
560,  loft  a  ruby-ring,  of  almoft  ineftimahle  value,  which 
was  as  luckily  found  again  as  this  of  the  KhaliJ  Harun  Al 
RafiidK 

In  the  1 80th  year  of  the  Hejra,  Al  Rajhidht'in^  frized  with  7hi  Kk»- 
an  apoplectic  fit,  the  phyficians  met  at  his  palace,  to  confultHf  «(■»- 
about  the  proper  means  of  relieving  him  ;  when  Gabritl,  the  •vtrtfrvm 
ion  oi  Bakhtijhuoy  zChrifiian,  and  then  but  a  very,  young  """J^ 

fhBicfat 

•  AbitJaafar  Al  Tabar.  At.Makin,  Eutych.  ctGitEc. 
Abd'L'Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  KHONneMiit,  Edn  Hawkel,  Ism. 
AauLPED.  Yakut  Ebh  Abd'allah  Al  Kama  r:it,  Golii  not. 
«d  Alfragan.  p.  t8; — tSS.  Al  A;maoki  et  Abu'l  Abahia,  apud 
Al  Makin,  abifup.  D'Hekbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  p. .)  33,  8;;,et 
alib.pafl'.  '  Mfrhond,  Ebh  Shohhah.     Videctiam 

SlfsaBtL.  Biblioti.  orient,  p.  432, 

Dun, 


g56  The  Bifiory  of  the  Arabs.  B.I 

jnant  declared,  that,  in. his  opinion,  a  vein  was  iu^mediacdf 
to  be  opened.  This  wis  oppofcd  by  Al  Jfnun,  but  agreed  to 
by  Al  Mamun,  as  the  only  expedient  that  could  be  thou^of 
to  favc  his  father's  life.  The  KhalSf,  therefore,  was  blooiM 
without  delay,  and  recovered ;  after  which,  Al  Mamin  ir- 
lated  to  him  the  whole  alFalr,  and  was  ever  after  his  parting 
fivourite.  As  for  Gabriel,  Harun  was  fo  pleafed  with  bii 
conduct  on  this  occaGon,  that  he  made  him  his  principal  jdif- 
lician,  and  fettled  apenfion  of  \oo,00Q  dirbems  upon  him*. 
»i  iui  hh  When  Ahiallah  Ebn  Al  Mohdt^  the  Khalifa  br6ther,TO 
favMviit  prcfcA  of  £g}-pt,  he  made  a  prefent  to  fJarun  of  a  moft  bem- 
maftrtfi  tlful  damfel,  of  whom  that  prince  was  pafiionately  fond.  TTiii 
fnm  on.  gjr]  being  once  extremely  i!l,  and  the  court- phyiiciins  dm 
tthtr  iif-'  being  able  to  procure  her  any  relief,  the  Khalif  found  hinJdf 
ardir.  obliged  to  apply  to  his  brother  for  a  doflor  from  Egypt-  A- 
d'alhh,  upon  this  application,  fcnt  him  the  patriarch  (^ Alt- 
xandria,  who  had  great  Ikill  in  phyfic,  and  who  foon  cuttd 
her  of  her  diftemper.  This  fo  pleafed  the  KhalTf,  that  he  or- 
dered all  the  churches  that  had  been  taken  away  from  die 
MikbiUi  inEgypt  to  be  reftored  them,  and  gave  thepatriaidi 
a  large  fum  of  money  for  the  cure  he  had  performed.  Thisja- 
triarch,  whofe  name  was  Balalian,  or  Balatianus,  diet)  in  die 
forty-feventh  year  of  his  patriarchate,  and  was  fucceeded  By 
one  EJ}^,  or  Euftetius,  at  Altxandria,  in  the  fixtcenth  yeif 
of  the  Khalifat  of  Al  RaJhU.  Which  Euftatius  was  orig- 
nally  a  flax-drefler ;  but  finding  a  treafure  acddcntall]'  In 
the  place  where  he  beat  his  flax,  he  became  a  monk  in  the 
~  moiwftery  of  Al  Kofair,  was  at  laft  made  the  head  of  ^ 
convent,  and  built  the  church  of  the  Two  ApaJiUi,  togeite 
with  a  bed  chamber  for  the  bifliop.  He  lived,  alter  lui 
■advancement  to  the  patriarchate  of  Altxandria,  ^ly  few 
year*;  and,  after  his  death,  one  Chrtfisphtr  was  cJevitedto 
that  high  dignity ;  who,  having  been  affliifled  wiib  i  pi- 
ralytic  difbrder,  appointed  a  certain  bifhop,  named  i'ttr, 
to  djfcharge  the  duties  of  his  funflion  for  him.  Hccontinurii 
however,  in  that  fublime  poft,  tho'  very  infirm,  Iwo-and- 
thirty  years.  In  the  eighth  year  of  Al  Rajbid^  reign,  thai- 
titus  was  conftituted  patiiarch  of  Aatioth,  and  prelided  orv 
the  Chrijiiam  there  feventeen  years,  Wc  are  told  by  S*^ 
Ehn  Batrlk,  or  Eutychius,  that  there  was  fo  remarkable  a  Sdar 
eclipfe,  as  fhould  feem,  at  Alexandria,  after  evening-pn]r<^) 
in  tiarCn's  reign,  that  the  flars  appeared,  and  die  people  v^ 
ftruck  with  terror,  infomuch  tUat  they  fell  down  upon  their 
knees,  and  implored  the  divine  proteaion.  For  other  pafti- 
culars  relating  to  the  churches  of  AUxandria  and  Jbiudi^ 

■  Abu  Jaapak  Al  Tabak.  Al  Maxik,'  nU  tag.  p.  i»- 
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the  Khalifat  ai  Al  Rjijbid,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  oar  read- 
-ers-  Co  tiie  wrkeis  mentioned  here ;  as  a  detail  of  fuch  ccdc- 
fiaftical  affiurs  would  by  no  means  be  compatible  with  our 
pneient  delign  w. 

A  CERTAIN  writer  relates,  that  Har£n  being  one  dav  told  HarQoV 
Aat  there  was  a  fool  at  Baghdad,  who  pretended  to  be  God,  cmfertwa 
he  fent  for  him,  in  order  to  converfe  with  him,  and  difcover  •uiith  a 
-whether  he  was  really  a  fool  or  an  impoflor.  At  his  firft  2.^-f»*iat 
pearance,  tfaefW^faid  to  him, "  A  man  yas  brought  before  BaghdU. 
**  fflc  fomc  days  ago,  who  made  himlelf  a  fool,  and  had  a 
••  mind  to  pals  for  a  prophet  fent  by  God.  I  commanded 
"'him  immediately  to  be  carried  to  prifon,  and  from  thence 
**  brought  to  his  (rial}  after  the  conclufion  of  which  being 
••  condemned,  he  had  his  head  ftntckolF."  The  fool,  having 
heard  thcfe  words,  replied,  **  You  a3ed  on  this  occafion  as 
■  •*  bocame  one  of  my  faithfiil  fervants;  that  wrctch.nevrer  rc- 
'*  ceived  the  gift  of  prophecy  from  me,  jior  had  he  ever  any 
**  order  or  miffion  on  my  part."  The  author,  who  has  handea 
down  to  us  this  ftory,  sidds,  that,  according  to  the  principles 
-of  the  MabammedansyOnt  who  is  befides  himfelf,  and  has  loft 
the  ufe  of  his  reafon,  can  lay  nothing  but  what  is  true;  lince 
it  is  OoD  who  fpeaks  in  him.  On  the  contrary,  he  who  pre- 
tends to  be  a  pn^het,  and  to  be  fent  by  God,  when  he  really 
is  not  fo,  is  an  impoftor,  and  can  utter  nothing  but  lies.  The 
gre«eft  part  of  the  Aitjltmf  believe,  that  foob  are  agitated  by 
the  fptrit  of  God,  and  of  courTe  reverence  them  as  laints 
'  tranfported  by  the  divine  love }  and,  in  conformity  to  tfalt  fcn- 
timent,  as  M.  D'Herhltt  his  rightly  obferved,  it  is  a  Aying 
'  not  uncommon  in  thefe  wcficrn  parts  of  the  world,  that  trvtZ 
it  in  tht  moMlh  ef  cbildrtn  and  fish  '. 

This  Khalif,  being  in  Egyf>ty  laid  once  to  his  courtiers/fl^at  ' 
courtiers,  *'  "The  king  of  this  country  formerly  boaltcd'him-  toiV/x  at 
"  felf  to  be  GoD;  I  therefore,  in  abhorrence  of  fjch  pride,  Eihio- 
" "  intend  to  confer  the  government  of  it  upon  one  of  the  pian.^t<cv 
■**  mcantlV  of  my  Haves.  In  confequence  of  which  intention, ^w/rmf 
'  he  chofe  for  this  cffe£t  one  Hoxaih,  an  Etbltpian,  a  pcrfon  of  "^Egjipt.' 
amoftrudeand  clownifbdifpolition.  Tlie  king  hinted  at  here 
is  Phanab,  who  is  reprefented  in  the  Karat  as  ikying  to  bis 
'people,  I  am  mare  great  and  powtrful  than  all  your  godi  :  lam 
yaur  faverttgn  Qoi3  and  mafler.     The  Egyptians  having  once 
Complained  to'  this  Hazaib,  after  he  had  been  niade  their 
governor,  that  the  cotton  they  had  fowed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile  was  carried  away  by  an  inundation  of  thatrtver,  he  alked 
them,  by  way  of  conlblationj  why  they  had  not  Town  Wool 
*  EvTYCH.  abi  fup.  p.  408— ^ti.  Abo  Jaafak  A'lTabak. 
Al  Makin,  obi  fup.  p.  I  z J.  '  Aut.  Lathaif,  D'Hek- 

ML.  Bibliotb.  orient,  ut.  Hanm  Ji  Sa/ebid,  p.  431. 

'  thcK  i 


36t  ^be  Bfiory  of  the  Arabs.  B.t  | 

there?  believing  that  wool  suid  cotton  were  produced  in  the   j 

fame  manner.     This  anfwer  of  the  governor  has  bcca  t^ea    ' 

for  a  piece  of  wit  by  M.  D'litrbtloi ;  tho'  it  has  beco  [»• 

feived  as  an  inllancc  of  his  flupidity  by  Sadi^  an  autfaoc  of 

good  repute  amoiigft  the  Mofle>ns  r. 

Ibmk  Ebn  Kassem  has  remarked,  that  the  llrongca(l]co£&)^ 

Saffd.        in  Natalia,  called  by  the  Turks  at  this  day  Bt/ejfi,  was  t^a 

from  the  Gretis  by  the  Khalif  HarunAl  Rajhidy  who  oUi^ 

the  emperor  Nicepberut  to  pay  him  tribute,  as  we  have  w\miij 

obferved ;  but  that  this  was  retaken  from  the  jfrabt  by  tfcc 

Greeii,  who  kept  poflciEon  of  it  till  the  time  of  OthmAL,  tie 

fon  of  Orttgrtl,  the  founder  of  the  Otiman^  oi  Ottomait^  ca- 

pire  *. 

Bit  sJ.         Amongst  the  remarkable  fayings  of  this  Khelify  the  fbl- 

vi»,  a«  a  lowing  has  been  banded  down  to  us  by  Sadi,  or  SaaJiy  tie 

/arrifK/ir- above-mentioned  author.     M  jtmin,,  his  fon,  having  one  d^ 

ettajiM,  t»  delired  him  to  puiufh  a  man  for  fpeaking  ill  of  his  motha  2t- 

ki/m.      btiday  he  confulted  his  officers  of  juftice  upon  the  puniflnBcm 

proper  to  be  infli^d.on  that  ofFender.     After  which,  he 

addrefled  bimfelf  to  ^l  Am'm  in  the  following  terms :  *■  I 

**  would  advife  you,  fon,  to  forgive  hUn,  as  this  will  be  an 

**  ^^on  worthy  a  great  and  magnanisious  prince  j  bat  i 

**  you  cannot  abfolutely  reprefs  your  defirc  of  vengeance 

**  nor  overcome  yourfeff  on  fo  fine  an  occaTion,  you  m^ 

*'  treat  his  mother  in  the  fame  manner  that  be  has  treuoi 

*•  yours  «." 

Hit  ad-         The  Khalif  han^  once  marching  at  the  bead  of  hit  troc^ 

viHiiirt     a  x^oman  came  to  him  to  complain  that  Ibme  of  his  feldien 

vnVi  «     had  pillaged  her  houfe.     Harun  immediately  made  anfwer, 

^umax,     ((  Haft  thou  not  read,  woman,  in  the  Ksraiij  that  when 

*™**        *•  princess  pals  with  their  armies  through  places,  they  de&ror 

Y/     J     "  them."     True,"  replied  the  woman;  "  but  then  it  is  aUo   ■ 

l^Jl      *'  '^'** '"  '''^  **"*■  ''ook,  that  the  houfes  of  thofc  princes  {1»Q 

Ame  fh'  *'  ^  defolatc  for  the  afls  of  iniufticc  they  have  commk- 

■J^  ■'       '*  ted."    This  bold  repartee,  and  the  good  fenfe  of  the  w»- 

man,  were  fo  well  received  by  the  Khelify  that  he  immedt* 

ately  ordered  ret>aration  to  be  mad*  her  tor  the  dais^ea  Qie 

had  fuflained ''. 

Hi  tteifer     He  took  for  his  inQni£tor  in  the  Mohammidsm  law  the  celc> 

hii  ^afitr\  brated  doctor  Afmai,  or  Afmagti,  who  being  will  ing  to  examine 

Auuai.      things  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law,  would  frequendy  have 

obliged  him  to  make  a  falle  ftep,  if  he  had  not  been  extreme]^ 

1  Sabi,  D'HiRBBL.Bihlioth.  orient,  ubi  fap.  p.  43.2,  4jj. 

■  Ebh  Kassem,  D'HEKBBL.Biblioth.  orient,  ubifup.  p.  4JJ^ 

■  Sadi,  D'Hebbel  Biblioth, orient,  nbi fop. 
^  Aut.  Radi  Ab  Akhia-k. 
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well  upon  hii  guard.    On  fuch  occa(ions  as  thefe,  Harin  ufed 
to  fty  to  him,  **  You  arc  more  learned  than  \;  but  I  have 
**  more  fenfc  and  prudence  than  you."    This  rage's  name  at 
length  waj  MuSt^ld Ab^almltc  Ebn  Karmb  AlAfinau  He  was 
born  in  the  year  of  tlTc  Hijra  122,  and  died  in  the  21  jth,  or 
2i6th,'year  of  thatxra,  ^\itin\![xKhalifAlMamun{K.^^. 
on  the  Aiefiim  throne.     He  excelled  in  the  art  of  grammar 
and  eloquence,  was  extremely  well  verfed  in  the  moft  authen- 
tic traditions,  and  had  a  perfeifl  Icnowledge  of  the  Kerdtt,   . 
Thefe  fine  qualities  To  indcared  him  to  the  Khallf  Har&ft  Al 
Rsjbid^  that  he  did  not  think  it  beneath  him  to  talce  him  for 
his  mafter.  But  the  fcholar  was  refolved  to  give  the  firft  ]e0bn, 
and  that  fuch  a  one  as  was  worthy  his  high  ranlc  and  capacity. 
He  ordered  Afmai  never  to  ofier  to  teach,  or  inRnift,  him  in 
public,  and  not  to  be  too  forward,  or  officious,  in  givicjg  him 
his  advice  in  private;  to  flay  till  he  Was  afked  his  opinion,  and 
then  to  content  himfelf  with  giving  a  clear  and  precife  anfwei 
to  the  qucftions  put  to  him,  without  any  fuperfluous  additions^ 
above  all   things,  to  talte  care  not  to  attempt  preoccupying 
him  in  favour  of  any  of  his  notions,  or  exacting  of  him  too    . 
hieh  a  regard  for  his  authority;  not  to  dwell  too  long  oil  the 
hiftories  and  traditions  he  Oiould  relate  to  him,  without  his 
particular  permi&on ;  to  bring  him  back  with  foftnefs,  and 
without  any  hard  words,  to  the  paths  of  juftice,  if  he  fhould 
ever  depart  from  th'cncc  in  his  dccifions ;  principally  to  point 
out  to  him  the  things  that  were  molt  proper  for  the  difcourfes 
he  wai  to  make  in  public,  in  the  mofques  and  other  places; 
and,  6nal)y,  never  to  talk  to  him  in  oblcuie  and  myftenoua 
terms,  fuch  as  were  not  eafily  to  be  underflood.  This  doSor 
was  fomething  under  a  middle  Iiac,  of  great  vivacity  and  pe- 
netradon,  and  nad  a  mind  capable  of  the  valtell  undertakings. 
He  was  the  author  of  many  pieces ;  the  principal  of  which 
were  Off&l  Al  Ktlam,  Tbt  faundaliom  oj' jcboiajiic  divinity,  and 
fab&at-wa  Al  Nadtrat,  Rare  and  curieus  thingi.  We  muftnot 
forget  to  obferve,  that  Ifa  Ebn  Jaafar  faid  the  funeral  fervice 
over  the  KhalffHarun  Al  Rajhtd,  at  the  time  of  his  interment ; 
^d  that  Al  Hafan-  Ebn  Al  Tahtdb  was  governor  of  E^t,  in 
the  room  of  M&Uc  Ebn  Ddham,  whom  he  removed  a  Uttl« 
before  his  death,  when  he  expired  *=. 

<  AsMAi,  D'Hbkbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  an.  A/mi!,  p.  39. 
Abu  Jmafak  At,TABAR.  Al  MAKiH.ubi  fap.  p.  120,  Gaoao. 
Jac.  Kehk,  nbi  fap.  p.  23. 
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SECT.    XXVU. 

^ir  A\  T  TPON  the  arrival  of  a  coutier  from  Tus  with  the  news 
Ra&id'j     ^    of  jfi  Rajhid'i  death,  his  fan  Mohammed  Mufa  At  Amm 
ditttb,  hii  fp^g  proclaimed  Khalif,  or  emperor  of  the  Mejktnsy  at  Bagb- 
/'"  *^°"     3ad.     This  happened  about  twelve  days  after  his  Other's  dc- 
J'J!"'"™   ccafc,  tho'  he  had  been  declared  Kha^fvt  Tui  the  very  morn- 
**  .  '*'  ing  Ai  Rajhid  died.     His  mother  vii^Zebdde,  the  daughter 
^«)",W°^  >o/«r  Ehn  Abu  Jaafar  AlManfur.     He  was  at  BbgbdH 
^jjjy      when  his  father  expired.     Al  Mom&n^  this  prince's  brother, 
had  been  called  to  (he  fucceflion  after  him,  by  an  exprefs  de- 
cUration  which  Harin,  in  order  to  render  it  the  more  authro- 
ttc,  had  caufed  to  be  hung  up  in  the  Caul/a.   He  had  likewffe 
been  indulged  by  his  father  with  tfae  perpetual  government  of 
Khera/dn,  together  with  the  command  of  all  the  troops  caa- 
toned  in  that  province.    NotwithHandin^  which,  Al  Aminy 
after  his  iccefSon,  formed  a  defign  to  exclude  him  from  the 
Khalifat^  deprived  him  of  the  furniture  and  moveabfes  of  the 
imperial  palaqe  in  Kherofdn,  which  had  been  left  him  by  jC 
Rapid,  and,  in  open  violation  of  his  father's  will,  and  the 
former  declarati6n  of  that  prince,  which  had  been  renewed  a 
little  before  his  death,  ordered  the  forces  in  Khorafan  to  inarch 
direflly  to  Baghdad.    This  not  a  little  incenfed  Al  Mamim, 
who  thereupon  expoftulated  with  AlFadlEbn  JIRait,  the  ge- 
neral of  thofeibrces;  but  without  efle^  ;  he  pun  dually  obey> 
ing  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the  new  Khalif.     How- 
ever, Al  Mam&ntooV  care  not  to  be  wanting,  in  his  6ddi7 
to  liis  brother.   He  obliged  the  people  ^  Khtrajun  to  take  the 
oath  of  ailegiance  to  Al  Anun,  and  reduced  to  realbn  fome 
feditious  fpirits  that  had  a£tually  excited  a  confiderable  body  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  his  province  to  a  revolt.     The  new  KoaBf 
caufed  dirhf'mi  to  be  firuck  immediately  after  his  inangura- 
,  tion,  as  has  been  rendered  probable  by  M.  Kthr-,    two  of 
wliich,  with  the  words  thfalathfinivates'mawamtdleH,  an  bus- 
dred  and  itinely-thru,  upon  them,  were  found  near  Sugen,  oa 
(he  coaft  of  the  Baltici,  the  2d  cf'fum,  172a  '. 
7i.Khalif     Al  Amin  being  extremely  addiiEted  to  drunkennels  an^ 
ixclttdts    galling,  and  thereby  become  incapable  of  all  manner  of  at^li- 
lit  b.  rfi^rcation  to  bufinefs,  chofe  AlFadlEhn  AlRabl  fiar  his  prime  yijir, 
fitm  ibi    and  intirely  abandoned  to  him  the  government  of  his  domj- 
/ttuijiim.  nions.     FaM  was  a  very  able  minifterj  though,  fearing  >/f 

^  GiiEC,  ABv'L.FAa*],  ubi  fop.  p.  139.  Ewttch.  nbi  fup. 
p.4.i4,4ij.  Ab'j  Jaafab  Al  Tadar*.  Al  Maeih,  ubi  fop. 
p.  124.  GeoRG.  JacKehr,  ubi  fup.  p.  1,13.  tc. 
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MiHiin's  Tefentmtnt,  it  ever  he  (bould  afcend  the  MoJUm 
thronci.  for  the  ill  offices  he  had  formerly  done  him,  he  gave 
his  mafler  very  bad  advice,  and  fuch  as  in  the  end  proved 
the  total  ruin  of  them'  both.  He  told  him,  that  his  bro- 
ther M  Mamua  had  gained  the  affection  of  the  people  of 
Khorog  by  the  gooa  order  aifd  police  he  had  elUbhfhcd 
in  bis  government  j  that  his  unwearied  application  to  admi- 
nifter  juftice  to  tbofe  over  whom  he  prcfided,  had  fo  attra£ted 
th«ir  cflccm,  that  the  forces  of  the  whole  province  were 
iotirely  at  his  devotion;  that  his  own  conduct  had  by  no 
means  been  rclifhed  by  his  fubjeds,  whofe  minds  were  almoft 
totally  alienated  from  htm;  and  that,  therefore,  he  bad  only' 
one  part  to  aft,  which  was,  to  deprive  his  brother  of  the 
right  of  fuccdCon  that  had  been  left  him  by  his  father,  and 
transfer  it  to  his  fon  Mufa^  though  then  but  an  infant.  The 
KbaHfy  unhappily  forhimfclf,  followed  the  counfel  of  hia  prime 
yijir,  ordered  Al  MamStfi  name  to  be  omitted  in  the  publii: 
przyen  on  Fridays,  and  in  the  difcourfcs  made  afterwards  to 
the  people  by  the  JWni,  which  the  Mtpms  call  Khotbah,  and 
declared  Aiifa,  tho'  ftill  in  his  tender  years,  the  prefumptive 
heir  to  the  crown.  After  which  degradation  of  AlMamAiy  Al 
Amn  furnaiiicd  M&fa,  at  that  tinle  not  above  five  years  old,  Al^ 
Natii  Biiiab,  AI-Nalii  Beibai,  or  rather  At-Naiik  B'ihat,  l  e. 
*iu  wba  reafoni  end  dlfcourfts  in  a  manner  agrttabU  to  GoD,  tr 
acctrding  u  truth.  But  feveral  of  the  MtJUms,  after  Miifa  had 
been  proclaimed  his  father's  immediate  fuccelTor,  by  way  of  ri- 
dicule, nicknamed  him  iiatha  Biiiab,  that  is  to  fay,  tnt  wbv,  by 
tbt grace  rf God,  begins  19  fpeai.  The  Kbaiif  Mo  lent  for  his 
other  brouier  f  rotn  Mifipeianua,  the  government  of  which  pro- 
vince bis  father /firun  had  conferred  upon  him  j  and  recalled..^ 
Mamin  to  court,  under  the  pretext  that  he  wanted  his  affiHance 
in  hiscouncils.  This  unparalleled  treatment  fo  irriuted  M  Ma- 
m&n,  that  he  was  refolved  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  hit 
brother,  in  order,  if  poiEb!e,to  fruftrate  his  wicked  defigns.  In- 
fiead,  therefore,  of  going  toBagbdad,  isAIAmlnh^d  commanded 
him,  be  cutoff  allcommunication  between  his  province  and  that 
capital;  pretending,  that,  as  his  father  HatAn  had  aifigned  him 
the  lieutenancy  oiKhtrafan,  he  was  rcfponfifale  for  afi  the  dif- 
orders  that  mi^t  happen  during  his  abfence  there.  He  alio 
coined  money,  and  would  not  fuftcr  Al  Amiti'a  name  to  be  im- 
prcfled  upon  any  of  the  dirhims  or  dinars  {truck  in  hia  pro- 
vince. Not  content  with  this,  he  prevailed  upon  Rafi  Ebn  Al 
Ltit  Ebn  Stner,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  in  open  rebellion 
againft  the  Khaltfy  to  join  him  with  a  body  of  troops ;  whofe 
example  was  foon  after  followed  by  Harthema  Ebn  Aefan  \ 
which  put  him  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  vaft  territory  of  Kht-  > 
tafijh  H«Te  be  b«re  an  abfblute  fway,  officiated  in  the 
A  a  2  mofqut 
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morquc  sj  Imam,  and  from  the  pulpit  conftantly  hxmt^itA 
the  people.    Al  Andtty  about  this  time,  removed  m  Hafan  Elm 
AlTahldb  from  the  government  oi Egypt,  and  appointed  HaitK 
Ein  Hartbtma  Eta  Aafan  to  fuccecd  him  in  dlat  poft.    He 
Kkewife  coined  a  large  numljer  of  dtrhitm  at  Baghdad^  to  en- 
able him  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  his  brother  Al  Mamkt 
with  vigour;  one  of  which,  with  the  words  arhden  viate^im 
viameaUn,  an  hundred  and  ninety  four,  upon  it,  was  difcovcred 
near  Stegen,  in  1 722.     Tbaphaaes  Teems  lo  reprcfent  the  D«r 
KbaSfas  a  very  weak  prince  ;  and  intimates,  that  a  civil  wir, 
between  him  and  Al  Mamun,  which  occafioned  a  vaft  cffirfloB 
of  human  blood,  and  many  dreadful  devaftations,  commcnccvi 
foon  after  his  accelfion.  Thefc  were  the  principal  tranfafliwii, 
if  not  the  only  events  of  any  eclat,  that  happened  in  the  M^ 
hm  empire,  during  the  year  of  the  Hejra  1 94  •. 
HiJe-  ■        The  following  year^  being  the  195th  of  the  Htjra,  he- 
tlarti'war^xwim^OSioher  4th,  Sio,  the  Kbalif  Al  Amm  Hnding  that  be 
Mgainfi  iiVhad  milTed  his  aim,  and  that  his  biother  AlMattiMn  fet  him  at 
bntbtr.     defiance,  declared  war  againd  him,  and  fent  Ali  Ehn  Ifa  to 
invade  Kbarafan  with  an  army  of  60,000  men.     Before  hia 
departure,  Zabtida,  as  wc  are  told  by  Ahu'l-Faraj,  Al  Aaat't 
mother,  and  mother-in-law  to  At  A^ajnin,  intreatcd  that  ge- 
neral toconfiderthe  latter  as  her  own  fnn,  or  at  leaft  thefbo 
ofHar^n  41  Rafi'J;  and,  if  he  refufed  to  obey  the  Kfmnft 
orders,  three  days  after  they  had  been  imparted  to  him,  ts 
bring  him  in  filver  chains  to  Baghdad.    Authors,  however, 
pilfer  about  the  number  of  forces  employed  by  At  Amm  in 
this  expedition.     Some  make  them  to  amount  to  the  number 
above-mentibned,  others  reduce  them  to  40,000,  and,  laAIy, 
others  aflert,  that  Aii  Ebn  Ifa  fet  out  from  Baghdad  with  only 
a  body  of  10,000  horfe  f . 
hiifvrtti      Al  Mamitn  being  informed,  that  Aii  Ehn  Ifa  had  b^a 
•vtr-         his  march  fdT  Kborafan,  and  even  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of 
ibrawn  by  that  province,  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  giving  him 
iM'  f/^Ala  proper  reception.     He  put  on  foot  all  the  troops  he  could 
Mam&n.   ,Jfg  YnUci  the  utmotf  expedition,  and  gave  the  commaitd  of 
them  to  Tahir,  or  Tdaher,  Ebn  Hafein,  afierwarda  the  founder 
of  a  confiderable  dynafty,  arid  one  of  the  greateft  generals  of 
the  age;  who,  being  a  man  of  undaunted  reJolution,  chole  only 
X  body  of  4000  men,  whom  he  led  againft  Ali  Ebn  ^dT.thn 
incamped  on  a  tpot  of  ground  about  ten  leagues  from  the  d^ 
*  Aair  jAAPAa  AlTabak.  ALMAcrN,  ubi  Tup.  p.  124.  iij. 
KnoHDiuiR,  EbhShohnah,  Gkec.  Aau'i.  Fakaj,  obi  Tap.  p^ 
ZJ9,  Z40.  GiORO.  JAC.  KiHit,  ubi  fup.  p.  1 ,  ao,  30,  tec.  Thid- 
rMAH.  cbron.  p.  409.  f  Aut.  Lobb  Al  Tawakikh,- 

IfHOHDBMiR,GKBO.  Aio'lFakaj,  ubifap.  p.240.  Abu  jAarAt 
Al  Tabak.  Al  Makih,  dIh  fup.  p.  i2j.  Evttcu.  ubr  fup. 
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of  Raj.  jflt,  feeing  fo  (mall  a  number  of  troops,  was  tranl^ 
ported  with  joy,  and  promifed  himfelf  an  caTy  victory  over 
them ;  not  confidering  that  thefe  were  all  choice  men,  and 
the  £ower  of  /fi  Mamuit's  forces.  He,  therefore,  walked  about 
carclclly  in  his  camp,  without  any  manner  of  precaution. 
Which  being  obferved  by  Dawd,  fuuamed  Slyahf  or,  as  fome 
of  the  manufcripts  of  jlhu^l-Faraj  have  it.  Shah,  ore  of  Thd' 
A^r's  Tubal  terns,  he,  with  a  (mall  party,  furprized  j^/i  in-his 
cafnp,  cut  off  his  head,  and  immediately  brought  it  to  Thaber 
Ebn  Haftin ;  who  inftantJy  difpatched  a  courier  with  it  to  Al 
MaTit^n-,  then  at  MtT&,  the  capital  of  Kherafan.  The  courier 
made  fucbhaitc,  that  he  arrived  at  jl/«r^  in  four  days  time,  tbo' 
that  city  is  near  4C0  leagues  diltant  from  ^j-,  prefentcd  the 
hsa,itx>  M  Mamin,inii  brought  htm  the  news  ofa  victory  ob- 
tained by  his  general  over  the  enemy  without  (b-iking  a  fh-oke ; 
the  Khalifa  troops  betaking  ihemfelves  to  (light,  as  foon  as  it 
was  known  that  .Hi  had  been  aflaffinatcd  in  his  camp.  This 
is  the  relation  ai  Al  Mam&n's  (iril  i|i(Vance  of  fuccefs  handed 
down  to  us  by  the  Pir/ian  hi^orians.  But  the  Aralr  writers 
relate  this  affair  in  a  different  manner.     Al  A.'amin,  accord-  ' 

ing  to  them,  joined  Harthima  Ebn  Aafan  with  Thaher  in  the 
command  of  his  forces,  and  ordered  them  to  attack  Ali,  tbca 
poded  on  an  advantageous  f^ot  of  ground,,  about  five'para- 
iangs  from  Ray.  Upon  which,  thofe  generals,  in  purfuance 
of  their  orders,  marched  up  to  Alt  Ebn  Ifa'i  camp,  gave  him 
battle,  and  intirely  defeated  him.  For  fome  time,  Ali'i  right 
and  left  wings  behaved  well,  and  forced  thofe  of  Thaher  and 
Hartbitna  to  give  way ;  but  Al  Afamiiti'a  main  body  having 
broke  that  of  the  Kkxij/  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  troops 
which  compbfed  it  could  never  afterwards  rally,  and  tbcA 
fallen  upon  the  two  wings  which  had  fo  punicJ  thofe  of  Tba- 
ier  and  Hartbtma  in  the  beginning  of  ^le  a^ion,  Al  Amin't 
troops  could  not  Aand  their  ground,  but  were  forced  to  be- 
take themfelves  to  a  precipitate  flight.  And  what  increaled  ' 
the  general  confufion,  on  this  melancholy  occafion,  was  the 
death  of  Ali  Ebn  Ifa  himfelf,  who  was  killed  by  an  arrow  let 
fly  at  him  by  the  aforefaid  Dawd  Siyah,  in  the  heat  of  the  ac-  ' 

rion  i  which  abfolutely  obliged  vidury  to  declare  in  favour  of 
Al  Mam&tii  troops.  Ali\  head  was  afterwards  cut  off,  and 
fent  as  a  prefent  to  that  prince,  who  amply  rewarded  Thabtr 
and  Herthema  for  the  important  fervices  they  had  done  him. 
If  wfe  will  believe  Abu'l-Faraj,  Ali  thought  himfelf  fo  fure  of 
an  cafy  viflory,  that  he  told  his  men  they  had  nothing  farther 
to  do,  in  ofder  to  obtain  it  {or,  as  the  Arabic  text  of  that  author 
exprelTes  it,  to  break  Thaher  to  pieces  like  a  tree)  than  to  mArch 
over  the  hill  oi  Hamaddn.  Hence  it  appcutt*  that  however  the 
preceding  accounts  may  vary  in  other  refpe^,  they  fecm  to 
A  a  3  agree 
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agree  in  this,  that  the  difperfion  of  the  KhaU/'s  forces,  as  wdT 
u  the  lolt  of  Alt,  was  in  a  greU  meafure,  if  not  folelv,  owii^ 
to  a  vant  of  precaution  in  that  general ;  who  could  by  no 
means  be  induced  to  think,  that  the  enemy  would  have  tbe 
courage  to  attack:  him,  or  even  dare  to  loolc  him  in  the  (ace. 
But  however  this  may  be,  whether  jili  was  furprized,  or  over- 
thrown by  the  bravery  and  refolution  of  the  enemy,  thii  dit 
after  proved  of  fatal  confetjuence  to  Al  /fmia's  affairs  *. 
At  Ms-         Al  Mamun,  having  received  advice  of  the  death  otJS 
nun  a/-     Ehn  Ifa  Ebr/iMahan,  his  brother's  general,  and  the  intire  de- 
/unm  ibt  feat  of  the  army  under  his  command,  alTumed  the  title  dt 
liiU  »f      Khaiif,  ordered"  M  AmaCi  name  to  be  omitted  at  the  time  d 
^^if-      divine  fervice  in  his  turn,  and  made  the  neceflary  preparadoiu 
for  carrying  the  war  into  the  very  heart  of  the  Mefitm  d<Msi- 
nionst     For  this  purpofe,  he  divided  his  forces  ioco  two  bo- 
dies, and  commanded  both  of  them  to  match  into  Irak  bf 
diScrent  routes.     One  of  them  obeyed  the  orders  of  Thtbv^ 
who  direded  his  march  towards  Ahiuex ;  and  the  other  diofe 
of  HarfhftM,  who  took  the  road  of  Helwan ;  both  of  them 
propofing  to  meet  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bag/uiadj  and,  aftir 
their  junction,  to  form  the  fiege  of  that  city.    In  the  courJe 
■  of  their  march  this  year,  jfl  Mama's  troops  defeated  a  bodj 
of  the  Kha/l/^s  forces,  and  reduced  the  city  of  Hamtidan,  to- 
gether with  feveral  other  places  of  flrength,  without  any  coo- 
uderable  lofs.    In  the. mean  time,  Al  Ajmn  removed  tiAm 
Ehn  Harthema  Ebn  Aafan  from  the  government  of  Egypt^  and 
fubftituCed//:i)vir£^M^/^/^(rMn  his  room.  According  to  ./As 
faafar  Ai  Tatari,  Thahtr,  with  the  body  of  troops  under  hii 
command,  took  poft  in  the  territory  of  HohoAtf  incamped 
there,  and  fortified  his  camp,  to  fecure  it  from  all  infulti  of 
the  enemy,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  campaign  t>. 
fmu  dir-       We  muft  here  beg  leave  to  obfetve,  that  it  feema  to  ap- ' 
b^ms  pear  from  a  dirhem  coined  at  Samarkand  the  preceding  year, 

catmJal    jnd  fo^nd  on  (he  coaft  of  the  BaltUk  in  1722,  not  only  diat 
b*"j''      fome  of  thofe  pieces  were  then  ftruck  in  lite  mint  creSrd 
►"■id.        there,  but  likcwife  that  AlMam&n  afTumed  the  titles  of  /nww, 
proutlor  of  the  pillars  ff^Iflamifm,  and  em  byfriendjhip  laiitij 
vjith  Mobammrd,  at  chat  time,    Fmm  whence  we  may  infer, 
that  he  probably  caufed  himfeif  to  be  acknowledged  KtaBf'm 
Khorafdn  at  Itaft  a  year  fnimcr  thar.  that  event  is  faid  to  nave 
happened  by  the  Aroh  hiUvrians,  if  not  immediately  after  tot 
(  ^ut.LoBB  AlTawarikh,  Khohspmik,  Abu  jAAFAi^t 
TABAR.AL^iAKIM,  EuTvcH.  ct  Gkec.  Abu'l-Fa  itAj,'ubi  fop- 
THEoPH'^^.  chronograph  .p.  405.  ^  Aof-  Loei  Al 

Tawarikk,  KHONBEMrg,  Greg.  Abu'l-Fahaj,  ubi  f»p.  pb 
240, 141.  Ebh  Skohnab.  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  bill,  univer.  Aia 
JAAfAf  At-TABAR.  Al  Mai^ih,  ubi  fup.  p.  tij,  126. 
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father's  deceafr.  This,  if  admitted,  may  fcrveto  correfl thofe 
»rriters,  and  perhaps  give  us  to  urderftand,  that  tlic  Khaltf 
^l  Amtn  had  fomc  other  motives  to  a  war  with  Al  Mam&n  bc- 
{idC9  thofe  they  have  fiiggeftcd  to  us.  The  words  prefervcd 
by  this  itrhim  are  fo  rcniarjcable  that  we  mutl  not  pafs  them 
over  in  lilence  here.  On  one  fide  it  exhibits  bemtdmati  Sa- 
nutrkandafirnatanarhaaiaata'inawameaiany  \.t.  ^f  Samar- 
Icand,  in  the yiar  194  ;  and  on  the  rcverfe,  Mohammedon  ra- 
jaie . .  tlahi  vjama'lifoha  rimama. .  V Mamma  waliyyo  amads . . 
fMojUmiriA  AhiaUahi  bna  Emir!.,  t  momtntnay  i.e.  Mo- 
hammed iV  the  apaflit  afGt)o,  with  whom  is  united  hyjriend- 
fi»p  the  Imam  AlMamun,  the  frattHar  of  thefilkn  e/Iflam- 
ifm,  Abd'aliah,  the  fin  of  the  p'riiice  of  the  faithful  This 
piece  fcems  likcwife  farther  to  intimate,  that  a  confiderable 
number  of  dirbems  were  coined  by  the  people  of  Semariand^ 
^rtih  Ai  Afamrin's  name  upon  them,  on  account  of  Raft'  Ehn 
Al  Leit  Ehn  Sayar's  declaration  for  him,  and  as  an  inftance 
of  their  loyalty  to  him ;  if  it  will  not  evince  that  prince's  firft 
viAory  to  have  been  gained  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  1^4  { 
tHo*  ithas  been  placed  by  the  oriental  hillnrians  in  thefollow-  > 
ing  year.  In  either  of  which  cafes  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the 
antient  coins  of  the  Arabs  may,  on  fomc  occaTions,  illuftrate 
matters  of  hillory,  as  well  as  Ihofe  of  politer  nations.  With 
regard  to  the  word  ImJm,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  our  ■ 
'  readers,  that  it  properly  denotes  the  fame  perfon  as  the  Latin 
jintifies,  or  ntheff  for  the  moft  part,  one  that  piefidej  over 
ccclefuftical  al&irs  '. 

NoTWiTHSTASDiNC  the  furprizing  progrrfs  made  by  Al  Animt 
Mamsit^a  aims  in  the  year  of  the  Nejra  195,  the  province  of  Mohamr 
JtT/nnl*,  or  at  leaft  a  confiderable  part  of  that  province,  tho'  '"»'■■ 
not  fo  very  remote  from  KborafSn,  feems  to  have  perfifted  in 
an  tmfhalcen  fidelity  to  Al  Arr^n  feveral  months,  if  nbt,  as  is 
moft  probable,  through  the  whole  courfc,  of  that  year.  For, 
fbme  dirhims  were  corned  then  at  Mahamnuditi  in  Kirmdn^  as 
\Te  learn  from  one  of  them  found  near  Dantzici  in  1 722 ; 
whofe  anterior  face  has  prefcrved  thefe  words,  heltnohammedi- 
yyala  chamfen  wateiina  wamentan,  i.  c.  At  Mohammedia,  in 
the  year  ane  hundred  and  ninety-five  i  and,  on  the  rcverfe,  we 
difcover  the  following  infcription :  Afahammedin  rafSlo  . .  llahi 
wa-alakeyatoha  . .  FKhalifata  Mahammeian  Etnira  . .  r/rm'/ne- 
nina  araSidc;  Mohammed  is  the  apejile  af  God,  and  ih» 
Khalif  Mohammed,  prince  af  the  faithful,  the  devout  war/hip- 
per  and  adtrir  of  God,  is  his  attendant.  Where,  by  ijie 
Khalif  MobammeJ,  we  are  plainly  to  undeiftand  Mahammed 

'  Geoko.  )ac.  Kerb,  nbi  Tup.  p.  t,  30,  &c.    Sec  alfo  Sai.b'i 
tranllat.  and  nous  uponihcEoiSn.p.  i^. 
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'   Jhu  MSfa  Al  Amin,  the  fon  of  Har&n  Al  Ka/f^d,  who  at  thac 
time  fat  upon  the  Mojkm  throne.     Hence  it  a[^)can,  that 
feme  dirhims  were  Sruclc  at  Mehammtdia,  in  the  ycir  of  tbe 
Hijta  195,  pvobably  with  a  defign  to  enable  Al  Amin  to  pay 
the  troopb  he  had  then  in  thofe  parts  on  foot;  as  likewife  that 
the  people  of  this  diftiifl,  at  ieaft,  were  intirely  io  the  intercft 
of  that  unfortunate  and  indolent  prince,  when  thofe  p«ecB 
were  coined.  For  a  more  particular  explication  erf  the  legend 
and  infcriptlon  preferved  by  the  dirhim  now  in  view,  wc  muft 
beg  leave  to  refer  our  curious  rcadera  to  what  has  been  pub- 
lifhed  on  this  head  by  M.  Kibr,  an  author  to  whom  wc  own 
ourfelves  obliged  for  fcveral  hints  and  obfenrations,  that  caa 
by  no  means  be  judged  unwonhy  a  place  in  the  work  we  are 
at  prefent  upon  *. 
Thtf^-        The  following  year,  being  the  196th  of  the  H^ra^  Al 
ihrrfro-    Jt^amui,  who  now  openly  difputed  the  Khalifat  with  bis  bn>- 
griii  i^Al  ther,  failed  not  to  improve  <  he  great  advantages  he  had  gained. 
Mamuni  pjg  fgp(  j,j,  exprcfs  to  Thabcr,  cummaiidinghim  to  purltwhii 
*^'"'        march  with  the  utinofl  expedition,  and  reach,  if  poffiblc,  dw 
frontiers  of  Irak,  before  Al  Amtn  could  fend  any  fbimtdzble 
army  into  the  field.    That  general,  therefore,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  exprefa,  made  the  neceffary  difpofitions  for  ioimediately 
opening  the  campaign.     £ut  he  had  no  fooncr  movrd  out  vi 
his  winter  quarters,  in  order  to  tecommence  tbe  militaiy  ope- 
rations, than  he  received  advice  of  the  a)^roach  of  two  ar- 
mies, confiDing  each  of  20,000  men,  that  were  advancing  to 
give  him  battle;  but,  by  the  aSil^ance  of  his  emiOiuies  and 
fpies,  he  found  means  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difcord  and  diflen- 
fion  between  Ahmed  Ehn  MarUAl  Shaibeni  and  Ai^aUab  Eht 
Hamid  Ebn  Kahtaba,  whocommanded  them  ;  fo  that,  inflead 
of  a£ling  in  conjundtion  agaiiif)  the  common  enemy,  as  they 
ought  to  have  done,  they  turned  their  arms  againft  one  an- 
other.    This  enabled  Thaher  to  make  bimfelf  maftcr  at  Htl- 
Kian,  w}iich  he  took  by  capitulation,  and  then  marched  di- 
rcdly  to  Ahwdz.     Here  he  attacked  a  body  of  the  KbalSfa 
forces ;  but  being  weakened  by  the  lofs  of  a  detachment  be    . 
had  left  in  garifon  at  Holwan,  untcr  the  command  of  'Hor- 
ihima  Ebn  Aafan^  who  had  joined  him  before  his  arrival  at 
that  place,  nothing  decifive  happened  on  cither  fide.     The 
indulence  and  fupincnefs  of  Al  Amln  had  hitherto  been  one  of 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  fpri-rizing  progrefs  of  ^  MemitCt    . 
arms  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  given  fuch  offence  to  the  peop'e 
of  Baghdad,  that  they  were  univerfally  difpofed  to  an  infur- 
reflion.     Of  which  unaccountable  negligence,  the  following 
moft  remarkable  inflancc  has  been  mentioned  by  fomc  of  ihe 

*  Geokc.  Jac.  KiHR,  ubifnp.  p-  1,19129. 
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eaftern  writers.  When  a  courier  arrived  rfom  tjie  anny,ffitfa 
the  bad  news  of  AH  Ehn  Ifa  EbnMabaifa  death  and  defeat,  and 
imparted  ii  to  the  Khalifa  he  found  him  fifhing,  and  fo  little 
concerned  at  what  had  happened,  that  he  faid  to  him,  Daa't 
dijiurb  nrf  divtrjim;  /w  Kuthar,  tiy  frttd-tnan.,  has  taktntvH 
Jargt  fijbti,  and  I  none  at  alt.  Being,  theicforc,  become 
odious  to  the  citizens  of  Baghdad,  by  iuch  an  infemous  ne- 
^  gtc^  of  public  affairs,  they  unanimoully  entertained  thoughts 
of  withdrawing  their' allegiance  from  him.  To  which  they 
were  farther  excited  by  Al  Hajan  Ehn  AU  Ebn  Ifa  Ebn  MdiJiiy 
perfon  of  great  power  and  authority  in  the  army,  after  his  ar- 
rival from  Raiia  at  Baghdad.  They,  therelore,  depofed  him 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  month  of  Rajtb,  incarcerated  him 
and  his  mother  Zebeida,  and  toolc  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  Al 
Afamin  ;  thoush  afterwards  repenting  of  what  they  had  done, 
they  drove  Ha/an  out  of  the  city,  took  Ai  jfmin  out  of  pri- 
ibn,  and  placed  him  again  upon  the  throne.  They  alfo,  in  a 
little  time,  feized //<i/dfl,  and  brought  him  to  the  Khali/,  that 
he  might  receive  the  reward  of  his  late  treafonable  pra^ices 
2nd  inftigatiom.  That  prince,  however,  did  not  otily  forgive 
bim,  but  likewife,  aftef  having  fupplied  him  with  l»Tge  fums 
of  money,  carriages,  faorfes,  arms,  and  all  fotts  of  military 
ftoies,  fent  him  to  command  the  troops  pofted  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hciwan.  But  he  had  no  tbonv  reached  the  op- 
pofitc  bank  of  the  Tigris,  than  he  took  to  bis  hecU,  in  order 
to  make  his  elcapc.  Of  which  MArain  beji^  apprized,  he  '  ~ 
immediately  fent  a  detachment  in  puriiiit,  of.  him^  u  hich  at 
lafl  coming  up  with  him,  after  a  brave  defence,  cut  him  to 
pieces,  and  brought  his  head  to  the  Kbaltf.  Two  of  his  fer- 
vants  alfo  that  attended  him,  and  in  conjun^on  with  him  be- 
haved with  fuch  unparalleled  refolution,  that  they  leveral 
times  repulfed  the  above- oientioned  detachaenl,  met  with 
the  fame  fate'. 

In  the  mean  time,  Thaber  Ebn  Haftin  made  a  mofl  rapid  Tkaher 
progrets  with  the  troops  under  his  command.     Having  ^^tokn fe^t- 
vanced  to  Ahwaz,  and  attacked  a  body  of  the  Khalifa  forces  ral  itwnsi 
poOed  there,  as  has  been  already  obfetved,  he  obliged  them  '^'"'^ 
to  retire ;  though  the  adtion  by  no  means  ended  in  their  in-  "■*"■" 
tire  defeat.     However,  it  fo  intimidated  the  commandant  of  f.^''.'' * 
Ahwdx,  that  he  thought  fit  to  furrender  that  fortrels  to  htm.  iJ 'Hi 
This  opened  him  a  way  to  ff^Sftt  upon  the  Tigris,  and  facili  ^^J  yj^ 
tated  the  conqueH  of  that  place.     After  which,  he  inarched  „„„  (^ 
with  his  aitny  to  AlMadJyenfi^iaoSLvi'tthmii^toi Baghdad;  jiciaieftt 

AlMa- 

'  Abu  Jaapak  Al  Taeak.     Al  Macih,  uU  fup.  p.  126.  muu. 
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the  inhabitants  of  which  town  opened  their  gates  to  receive 
bim,  upon  the  firft  news  of  his  approach.     The  rapidity  of 
thefe  conquelb,  and  M  Amin's  infamous  admihiftrxtion,  ex- 
cited the  people  of  Egypt^  Syria,  Hejax,  and  Tamany  uaani- 
moufly  to  declare  for  M  Mam6n,  who  was  thereupon  imme- 
diately proclaimed  Khalif  in  alt  thofe  provinces.     All  things 
thus  apparently  tending  to  a  revolution,  that  prince  took  upon 
him  to  conftitute  feveni]  governors  of  provinces,  and  in  pu- 
ticuiar  appointed  Ayad  Ebn  Mohammed  to  prefide,  in  the  rooai 
,     of  Hatem  Ebn  Harthema  Ebn  Jafan,  whom  he  deprived  of  the 
government  of  that  country,  over  the  people  of  Egypt,    He 
,  wfo  made  (he  proper  difpofttions  for  improving  the  vaA  ad- 
vantages he  haJl  gained,  and  even  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
war  in  which  he  found  himfelf  engaged  the  following  cam- 
paign  ■". 
&»)tit  dir-      To  furnifli  the  powers  engaged  in  this  war  with  proper  fop- 
hems        plies,  large  quantities  both  f^dtrbetru  and  dinars  were  probaUy 
mnrJ  at   coined  in  feveral  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  MeJleiH  empire, 
Ifpahan.    the  prefent  year.     That  fome  dirhimt  were  ftruck  at  Ifpobin, 
■Adi/crif-  Qx  Isfahan^  the  capital  oiPerftay  we  learn  from  one  of  tbem 
tivitaf      found  near  the  coaft  of  the  fiii//(Vjf  in  1722.    This  city,  called 
'"*  «/?.  by  the  orientals  hftban^  Isfahan,  Esfabfln,  Aifthan,  IJhtba*, 
Jjbehan,  SpabJn,  SMffihdn,  and  Eflahana,  feems  to  be  the  Affa 
of  PtoUmy,  placed  in  Parthia  by  that  geographer,  though  be 
affigns  it  and  the  adjacent  places  a  greater  latitude  than  dx 
eaftern  aftroDomers  and  geographers ;  moil  of  whom  place 
Ifpahan  in  latitude  32"  25',  and  longitude'  86°  40'.     This 
conjeihireis  not  a  little  countenanced  by  the  affinity  ofnamei, 
as  Spahan,  Asfthdn,  Isfahan,  Ifiiahan,  Sec.  mull  be  allowed  voy 
deducible  from  ^fpai  tito'AlBicri  feems  to  derive  thofe  names 
from  I/Pah,  in  the  plural  IJpahdn,  which  in  Arabic  denotes 
militia,  traopt,  iic.  becaufe,  according  to  him,  the  Parthiaa 
allembled  all  their  forces,  drawn  out  of  Perjia,  Kerman,  and 
jthuiaz,  at  this  place.     Some  of  the  oriental  writers  have 
-  ranked  Ifpahan  amongft  the  cities  belonging  to  the  fourth  dii- 
mate  ;  tho*,  if  we  will  believe  Hamdalla,  it  has  a  better  title 
given  it  to  the  third  by  its  fituatinn.     It  {lands  in  a  very  er- 
tenfive  plain,  furrounded  by  mountains,  and  has  eight  ^- 
Rfi&a  appertaining  to  it,  that  contain  about  400  towns  and 
villages.     The  fertility  of  the  foil,  the  mildnefs  of  the  fci- 
Ibns,  and  the  tine  temperature  of  the  air,  aM  confpire  to  render 
Ifpahan  one  of  the  moft  charming  and  deligbcfiU  cities  in  the 
world;  for  which  reafon,   ffmatl Siif,  the  hrft  prince  of  die 
laft  royal  family  of  Ptrfta^  that  loft  all  its  power  and  infloenct 

■  Astr  JtAFAK  Ai.  Tab*r.    At.  Makik-,  nbi  fup.  p.  1I7. 
C«i,ii  not.  ad  Alfrajprn.  p.  isi,  ct  ^lib; 
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in  that  cogntry  by  the  dethroning  of  the  late  Sbab  Hofiin^ 
'when  he  came  to  it,  gave  it  the  title  of  Dar  jfjfultana,  or  the 
royal  fiat.  Shah  ^ibat  7^(6,  his  great  grandfon,  was  Co  taken 
with  ita  pleafant  fituation,  that  he  fixed  his  refidencc  there. 
After  which,  this  city  was  adorned  with  a  fuperh  edifice,  called 
by  the  Fiffiam  Davitat-khana,  the  reyalpalaetf  a  Tpacious  mar- 
ket-place, a  fiately  mofque,  a  noble  garden  divided  into  four 
parts,anexten(ivehippodrome,andaroyalparlc,orplace,where 
wild  bcafls  were  kept,  ctHififting  of  icoo  acres  of  ground.  It 
foon  likcwife  received  fuch  farther  acccffions  of  grandeur,  ka  en- 
abled it  to  lift  up  its  head  above  all  the  other  cities  of  Ptrfia.  , 
The  diree  prmcipal  fuburbs  annexed  to  are,  Abhas-abad,  deno- 
mioated  likcwife  the  manfan  pf  the  Taurifians,  built  by  Sbiib 
jfbhai,  and  belonging  to  the  people  of  Tauris ;  yulfo^  inba^ 
bited  by  a  colony  of  Ji:menians,  called  by  fame  New  yutfii^ 
there  having  been-an  antient  city  going  under  the  fame  name 
in  Armenia,  upon  the  Araxez;  and  Gbehr-abad,  or,  as  the 
Arabs  pronounce  it,  Kebr-abed,  thefirttt  of  the  Magians,  oc- 
cupied intircly  by  the  piofeflbrs  of  Magifm^  or  the  ajitient  re- 
ligion of  the  Perfiam,  The  river  Zendereud,  having  its  fource 
on  mount  Dimawend,  feparates  the  city  of  Jfpaban  and  Abbas- 
abad  from  yulfa  and  Ghebr-abSd;  befides  which,  another 
river,  called  ^£1  Kuren,  by  means  of  a  paflage  made  for  it 
through  mount  Ditrumiend  by  Shah  Abbas,  formerly  watered 
part  of  the  n«ghbouring  traift,  and  united  its  flreams  with 
tbofe  of  the  Zendereud.  Some  authors  relate,  that  there 
are,  or  fcirmerly  were,  two  other  flreets,  or  fuburbs,  belong- 
ing to  IJpahdn  ;  and  that  the  Perfiam  have  a  common  faying 
'"■■'"■'■        rr/X 


it  them,  importing,  that  this  city  is  half  of  the  werla. 
The  JTiftria  of  Jfpahan,  which  is  in  Al  Jebal,  or  the  Perfian 
Jrdi,  IS  boundeo  on  the  eaft  by  Khuztftutif  the  Sujiana  of  the 
lutients,  whofe  metropolis  Tufler,  fituated  in  a  plain,  anfwers 
to  the  Sufa  oi  Her edetus,  Pliny,  mi  Strobe,  and  the  Sbit/hanot 
Scripture;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  town  of  Semlram,  that 
Aands  at  almoft  an  equal  dillance  from  this  capital  and  SUtraz^  ■ 
the  metropolis  of  F^t,  Parian,  or,  as  the  antient  Perfians 
pronounced  it,  P4rt.  At  tirfl  the  fpot  on  which  Jfpahin 
ftands  was  occupied  by  four  towns,  or  ftreets,  going  under 
the  nimes  of  Kiran,  Ko/hec,  Jibara,  and  Dtrdejhio,  built  by 
^ahmureib,  fumamefl  the  Demoniac,  becaufe  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  vanquifhcd  and  bound  the  devil,  and  jfam/hid.  The 
Perfian  writers  pretend,  that  Kayhbdd,  the  founder  (rf  the 
Kffyanian  dynafly,  was  the  fiifl  king  of  Ptrfia  who  fixed 
his  refidence  here,  where  he  chofe  his  fepulchrc;  though, 
according  to  them,  it  did  not  long  enjoy  the  prerogative  of 
capital  ot  that  kingdom.  Others  relate,  (hat  the  ^fw;,  after 
their  difperfioii  over  AJJyriay  and  fbme  pf  the  neighbouring 

pro- 
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provinces,  Icing-drawn  hither  bj  the  falubrity  of  the  wMn^ 
built  a  fmall  town  near  another,  named  J'*yf  which  waa  sAoi- 
wards  greatly  inlarged,  and  became  a  city  of  very  confidenUi 
note.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  YdSut  ftiled  Ifpahim  ^ 
larger  city  of  the  Jtws^  in  order  to  difUnguilh  it  from  "Jujt 
two  miles  diftant  from  it,  that  had  alfo  received  the  dcDoini> 
nation  of  the  Jnvijb  city,  or  rather  the  leffer  Jnv'ijb  ci^j 
and  hence  a  probable  reaJon  may  be  affigncd  why  the  Perfima 
and  /rmenians  fliould  affirm,  that  Ifpahdn  had  antiendy  Ac 
•  namepfyu/h.  Some  authors  maintain,  that  the  word  /^^ 
ban,  or  Sipahdn,  denoted  cavalry ;  and  that  it  was  applied  ai 
a  name  to  the  city  fo  called,  becaufe  the  antient  kings  otPtrfg 
aflembled  their  cavalry,  in  which  the  principal  firengthcf 
their  armies  confifted,  here.  Thc'greatcft  part  of  the  Ptr- 
y!iiif  hiftorians  attribute  the  foundalion  of  J/pabda  either  to 
Hujhtnky  or  Haujhtnk,  or  to  Tabmuratb,  twoPrrfisM  kingj  ei 
the  Jynafty  of  Pijhdad-  Ii  loft  its  title  of  c^tal  of  P**;^ l«f 
the  traiiflation  ot  the  royal  feat,  in  the  days  ofthe  Khefnis,  6itt 
to  Sufa,  afterwards  to  EJiakhr,  or  ljli>khri,  the  antient  Prrfift' 
lis,  and  laRIy  to  Ai  Madayen  upon  the  Tig^it.  However,  in  pco- 
ceis  of  time,  it  recovered  this ;  foijaluliddln  AlMet  Siijb,cat 
of  the  Stlji'.i'ian  princes,  quitted  Kborafin  and  the  /fraLian IrM, 
where  his  predeceiTurs  had  feated  thimfelves,  in  order  to~fix  hit 
lefidence  in  this  city.  Neverthelefs,  it  was  afterwards  obliged 
TO  leave  this  honour,  upon  the  decline  of  the  StljUiien  dynatty, 
to  Shiran,  which  the  Modhafferian,  or  Motbafferian,  Seltam  of 
Ptrjia  had  made  the  cipitalof  their  dominions  in  the  days  of 
Tamtrlait ;  tho'  after  Ifmail  Sufi  had  feated  himfcif  upon  ttie 
Ptrjian  throne,  it  grew  more  ilourifhing  than  ever,  and  wu 
not  only  made  by  his  defcejidants  the  metropolis  of  Pfrjsa,  but 
Ilkewife  one  of  the  moft  magnificent  cities  of  JJia  ;  efpeciai^y 
after  Shah/tbbdsl.  had  joined  to  it  the  fuburbs,  or  ftreets,above- 

fbt  m»-     meationedj  and  eftablifhed  there  feveral  colonics  of  Gtsrpaai, 

dnnftau  Giehrs,  and  Armtniar{t  ■. 

KS   f*A«.     ^^"^^  regard  to  the  modern  ftate  of  Iffahan,  before  the 

"^"  ^t'*" commencement  of  Jhc  dreadful  rebellion  in  the  year  1721, 

"*'"    fmcc  which  time  the  Mice  flourifljing  kingdom  of  Perjk  bit 

been  almoft  one  continued  fcene  of  blood,  ravages,  and  coo- 

fufion,  in  order  to  give  our  curious  readers  a  general  idea  of  ii, 

*  Gborc.  Jac.  Kikr,  ubj  fup.  p.  24.— 16.     GoLii  dm.  id 
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Hamdallah,  Shkbif  Al  Edrisi,  Mohammed  Esh  Kotbiu 
Al  Farcam,  Vakitt  Ebh  Abd'allah  Ai.  Hamathi,  Hrton- 
'lib.  V.  c.  54.  Strab.  lib.  xv.  Pauiah.  Mefleo.  c.  xixi.  Fui. 
lib.  vi.c.  27.  Nekem  i.  1.  Esth.  i.  2.  Dan.  viii.  i.  Tsu.Aibl- 
FED.  in  geogr.  Khondemir,  Aut.  Lobb  Al  Tawarikb,  Al 
Iankab.  Ahmed  £bn  Vusef.  Vide  etiam  Aracsu;;)!,  iaTit. 
Tim.  aiiofquc  fcriptor.  oriental,  plnr.  wc 


<:.2.  The  Hipry  o//*/ Arabs.'  581' 

^^flull  here  beg  Icavb  to  lay  down  the  following  puticularf^nMrnMi^ 
This  city  was  diflinguifhed,  no  lefs  for  the  magniiicence  c,i*ft^  '■•■ 
its  buildings,  than  foMhe  vift  trafl  it  inclofcdj  the  circum- ^'^*« '* 
ferencc  hiving  been  ordinarily  computed  at  twenty-four  miles,  '7*'* 
including  its  gardens  and  Aiburbs.    It  was  Ctuated  in  a  plaia 
to-che  north  of  the  ZeiuUroMti,  which  feparated  it  from  7"^ 
and  Gbibr-abait  as  already  obferved.     The  fource  of  this 
river  is  diAant  only  three  days  journey :  there  are  various  ac- 
<:ounts  concerning  the  courfe  of  it ;  but  it  is  agreed  to  be  of 
vciy  fmall  extent,     jtbbai  the  Grtat  caufed  a  chaneUo  be  cut 
through  the  mountains,  thirty  leagues  diftantj    by   which 
means  the  waters  of  the  river  Mahmeud  Ker-,  called  by  Ibme 
of  the  eaflern  geographers  Abi  KHrin,  as  has  been  above  re- 
marked, were  conveyed  into  the  Ztndtrtud  \  which  renders  it* 
according  to  a  very  curious  modern  traveller,  as  wide  and 
deep,  upon  the  melting. of  the  fnows  in  the  fpring,  as  the 
Stim  a  in  the  winter  at  Paris,    This  work,  which  was  car< 
ricd  on  by  fome  tboufands  of  men,  was  finifbed  in  fourteca 
yean  time,  at  an  immenfe  expence.     There  is  a  communica- 
tion between  the  two  banks  of  the  river  by  djlferent  bridges. 

'  The  largdl  and  fineft  was  that  of  Julfa :  it  was  360  geome* 
trical  paces  in  length,  and  thirteen  in  breadth ;  the  two  extre- 
mities of  it  were  flanked  by  four  round  towers,  with  a  covered 
gallerr,  which  ranged  on  both  fides  the  length  of  the  bridge  ^ 
the  wnole  decorated  with  the  richeft  ornaments  aiFirftan  4r- 
chite^re.  It  was  joined  by  two  caulcways,  made  with  a 
gentle  defcent  to  a  double  row  of  trees,  above  3000  pacet 
long.  T^is  deliehtftil  alley  was  lined  with  terrafles  and  plana 
trees :  it  was  called  Tahtrbag,  01  fiur  gardens,  and  bordered 
with  gardens  belonging  to  the  king.  The  length  of  it  was 
terminated  by  a  large  pavilion  towards  the  town,  and  on  the 
oppofite  fide  by  a  building,  in  the  royal  garden,  called  Haxer 
Jtriby  or  tbtufand gardtm.  The  town,  or  fuburb,  of  Julfa 
the  one(ic(c,andthatofv/^^jxi^a^on  the  other,  f    "''    ' 


along  the  Zendtmud.  From  the  bridge  of  'J'^  to  the  bridge 
Af  Ahhas-abdd  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  laft  received 
its  nir.ie  from  the  neighbouring  fuburb,  and  fcrved  as  a  com-r 
municatlon  to  the  wcftcrn  extremity  of  the  town.  The  bridge 
oi  Barbarmi,  which  was  kfs  diflant  than  ihtx.  oi  Ahbas  abad 
from  the  bridge  of  Julfat  was  the  (bird  met  with  defcending : 
like  the  laner,  it  was  lined  with  galleries,  and  not  fo  much  in- 
ferior to  it  in  architeSure  as  in  length.  About  a  mile  further, 
advancing  eaftward,  was  the  bridge  of  &hire%,or  Shirafs^  fo  de- 
nominated, becaufe  it  was  the  road-way  from  ^pabah  to  that 
city ;  and  near  it  was  the  village  of  Chttreflan.  The  city  of  If- 
fabait,  or  Isfahan,  was  then  in  its  highcft  pitch  of  fplcndor,  and 
cfieeined  the  largcft,  if  we  except  fgme  of  tiie  cities  olCbina,ani 

'  moft 
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moft  magnifti-ent  in  Jfia,  with  600,000  inhabitants,  nccfufiic 
of  thofc  crowds  who  had  fled  thither  for  flidter  from  diffcrcA 
parts  of  the  open  country,  and  were  reckoned  near  ioo,ooa 
ibuls.  Jflfr  was  a  town  fituated  only^  mile  and  a  half  fouA 
of  Iffahan^  on -the  fouth  banks  of  the  river  Ztndereud^  cr 
fiijb  river ;  on  the  fide  of  which  it  extended  almoft  three 
miles.     The  Armenians  having  revolted  againft  the  Turh,  in 
the  reign  of  Jbiat  the Griat^  and  fubmitted  to  thatprince, be 
removed  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Armenia  into  diflereni  pro- 
vinces of  Perfia.    Thofe  of  the  aniient  'J^lfo,  a  town  on  d>c 
banks  of  the  Arat^  or  Araxes,  were  tranlpprted  to  IJfeitam, 
,  from  whence  they  afterwards  removed,  and  fettled  in  this 
place  i  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  their  former  refi- 
dence.     Xhe  people  who  had  been  drawn  from  Erivan,  Stir- 
van,  and  the  lower  Armenia^  had  fettled  in  the  other  fubtnbt 
'   of  Ifpahan ;  but  Abbas,  defirous  of  improving  this   new  oh 
lony,  obliged  them  to  remove  to  ^ulja,  together  with  ibaie 
Perfets  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Kervian  and  Yezd ;  by  w\aA 
means,  four  new  quarters  were  formed.     Moft  of  the  Ptrjm 
took  occaCon  to  retire  from  thence }  fo  that  of  1500  fcuni- 
lies,  which  were  at  firft  computed  in  their  quarter,  theic  re- 
Diained  only  300,  all  compoJed  of  artificers  and-  labouriiu- 
men.     But  the  Armenians,  being  an  induftriou  j  afiirc  pcofue, 
applied  themfelves  to  commerce,  and,  by  their  care,  thb  co> 
lony  foonarofe  to  a  fiourifhing  condition.  They  were  s«adr 
encouraged  by  Abbas,  and  fume  of  his  fuccellors,   infomnca 
that  7"^''  ^^^  '^^  appearance  of  a  republic,  founded  in  the 
midft'  of  a  foreign  nation.     But  the  Ptrjian  court  at  lengdi, 
forgetful  of  its  own  intetefts,  grew  tired  of  favouring  than; 
and,  in  Shah  Haftin's  reign,  their  privileges,  which  had  liif^ 
fered  fame  diminution  under  his  predecdlurs,  fell  Into  con- 
tempt.    This  was  the  fituation  of  the  Armemani  at  'Julfa^ 
whofe  colony  there,  by  fuch  condu£t,   was  reduced  to  a 
pretw  low  ebb,  when  the  furprizing  revolution  happened  ia 
rerfsa,  in  the  year  1722;  of  which,  together  with  its  dread- 
ful confequenccs,  the  world  has  been  but  too  well  apprized. 
However,  if  wc  will  believe  a  very  celebrated  modern  author, 
who  was  himfelf  upon  the  fpot,  the  inhabitants  of  "Jidft 
amounted  to  30,000  fouls,  had  thirteen  churches,  and  above 
an  hundred  pricfts,  and  paid  the  Perjian  court  zoo  toauim 
yearly  for  the  free  exercifc  of  their  religion,  not  many  yean 
before  that  tragical  event  happened.     Abbdsabdd'a  fituated 
to  the  wefl  of  the  city,  and  derived  its  name  from  Ahhds  the 
Great,  its  founder,  and  has  always,  at  leaft  for  [he  molt  part, 
be^n  inhabited  by  Mohammedans.  Ghebr-abSdvts  intircly  oc- 
cupied by  the  AJagiuni,  or  Perjiei,  of  whofe  religious  tenccs 
WC  have  already   given  a  fiul  aad   ample  accouot*  who 
5  aw 
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are  faitt  to  have  retained  the  fame  habit  and  attire  that  were 
ufed  in  the  days  of  the  anticnt  Perfian  kings,  and  to  have 
amounted  lately  to  about  600  families,  conlifting  unly  of  la- 
bourers and  taimers.  ^omc  of  the  ilrcets  were  broad,  hand- 
iume,  and  of  a  very  confiderable  length  j  fuch  were  many  of 
thole  that  compofcd  Abbat-ahai^  fome  of  thofe  that  formed 
the  town  of  Julfot  and  a  few  of  thofe  belonging  to  Ghebr- 
abadi  but  others  of  them  were  nairow,  crooked,  aloft,  and 
arched,  to  the  great  conveniency  of  (hofe  walking  in  them. 
Qthen  of  them  again,  tho'  extremely  narrow,  a^  well  as  turn- 
ing and  winding  many  ways,  were  of  an  incredible  length, 
and  liHembled  Jo  many  labyrinths.  The  broad  and  handfome 
fireets  were  frequently  beautified  wit^  trees  planted  in  0iem, 
with  fountains  and  canals  in  the  middleof  them.  At  a  (mall 
diflancc  from  the  ,town  di'ere  v/ere  likewifc  public  walks, 
adorned  with  rows  of  plane-tree*  oh  esch  fide,  ways  paved 
with  flone,  fountains,  and  cifterns.  There  were  alfo  above  an 
hundred  caravanfcra's,  for  the  ufe  of  merchants  and  traveU 
lers,  many  of  which  were  built  by  the  king  and  prime  nobi- 
lity oiPerfia.  The  ground  was  plain  and  even,  except  in  tlut 
part  of  the  city  bordering  upon  the  river,  which  feemed  a  . 
little  lower,  and  approaching  nearer  a  fort  of  dcfcent,  than 
the  refl.  As  very  little  rain  fell  here^  the  ftreets  of  Ifpahatt 
were  frequently  full  of  duA  j  which  circumllance  tendered  ' 

this  place  dlfagreeable,  during  a  confiderable  part  of  the  year. 
However,  in  order  to  renujvc  this  inconvenience,  or  at  leaft 
tp  make  it  more  tolerable,  the  citizens  often  watered  them  in 
the  fummer-timc,  and  whenever  the  weather  was  warmer  than 
ufual  here.  The  natives  admixed  a  catlle  in  the  eaftern  part 
<^  the  town,  which  thev  took  to  be  impregnable,  and  called 
Malabi-beruky  that  is,  tht  cltadtl  of  btntdiSlan,  The  public 
money,  and  moft  of  the  military  ftores,  were  faid  to  be  kept 
here ;  for  which  reafon  it  went  amongft  fome  by  the  name  of 
^ibbekbetuh,  the  armory,  or  Tnagazttu,  The  building  was  it- 
felf  extremely  rude,  and  the  pentboufes  belonging  to  itrefembled 
a  human  nofe.  The  baths  and  caravanfcra's,  or  inns,  of  lelier 
note  in  this  city  were  almofi  innumerablc,tho'  there  was  but  one 
public  hofpital,  which  was  capable  of  containing  a  pretty  large 
number  of  infirm  people.  Moft  of  the  public  buildings  were  ra- 
ther neat  than  magnificent;  tho'  the  great  Meidan,  or  market- 
f)lace,called  by  the/*f7y^'iiJ/"'<i<3ff-^^/«'f,  the  royal  palace,and 
the  alley  denominated  Tther-hag,  adjoining  to  it,  made  a  very 
grand  appearance.  The  Meidait'bifarg  was  660  paces  long,  and 
Ij  2  broad ;  and  was  fiCuated  in  the  foath- weft  part  of  the  city. 
[X'he  antient  ^n^n,  or  market-place,  going  under  the  nanu  of 
'  Meidan-iobotigbtvru  300  paces  long,  and  100  broad ;  and  bad 
iu  fituacioo  likewilc  in  the  fouth-wcftem  quarter  of  the  town. 
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The  former  Metdtin  inclofed  the  royal  mofijuet  called  tbt  i»»ffu 
efthe  ImaiD  Al  Mohdi ;  the  building  denominated  Kaijmtb, 
where  all  forts  of  foreign  comtnodities  were  cxpoled  to  (ale; 
and  the  mint  fliled  by  the  Pirjums  Serraab-kbonebj  where  dv 
current  money  of  the  kingdom  was  coined.  Bcftdcs  the  native 
PtrfianSf  there  were,  according  to  Dr.  Ktem^fer,  who  rcfidcd 
fome  time  here,  in  Iffahan-,  not  many  years  fincc,  above  io,009 
Indians,  all  fuppoited  by  trade  ;  20,000  GtorgianSj  CireaffioK, 
or  CbtriaJJiam,  and  Tartan  oiDagiJian,  oiLifgtes  i  a  cooiidc- 
rable  number  of  Engiijhy  Dutch,  and  'Pertuguefi,  together  with 
a  few  of  the  Fratch  nation,  liie  Capuchins,  DifcaUtated  Car- 
tttiiiteSf  yefuits,  Dominicans,  and  Auftin  Friars^  had  likcwife 
their  convents  here  \  though  they  found  it  impollible  to  make 
tn^  converts  in  this  place.  The  mofques  and  public  coUejei 
amounted  to  above  an  hundred,  when  Dr.  Kttmpfer  was  in 
,  this  city.     It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  th^t  IJf*i>^ 

has  produced  an  incredible  number  of  learned  men,  amoogft 
whom  the  following  feem  to  merit  our  principal  regard  :  Mm 
Ifmael  Tegrai,  a  celebrated  poet,  and  privy  counfellor  to  £ 
AfdUc  Mas'Ad  Ein  Mohammid  Bin  Malec  Sbib  Al  StijUi; 
whofe  fifty-nine  verfes,  ending  in  LI.  were  published  by  tbc 
learned  Dr.  Pocect,  at  Oxford,  in  1661.  Sha^s-addSn  Mob- 
m&d  Ehn  Abu'l  Kaftm  AlJJhari,  who  wrote  a  comincntaiy  iq>- 
%  on-  the  Koran,  and  annotations  upon  Al  Beidawi's  conunen- 
taiy  on  that  tjook,  befides  feveral  other  treatifcs  of  good  re- 
pute. The  firfl  of  fte  pieces  here  mentioned  is  faid  to  contain 
every  thing  vali/able  in  the  Ke/hafoi  Al  Zamaibjhari.  A^l 
Kaftm  Ifmael  Al  Esfahdni,  who  compiled  a  piece,  intided, 
Targhib  wa-Tarini^  i.  e.  concerning  the  things  that  are  t»  tt 
fiugbt  "fter^  or  avoided.  A  copy  of  this  Is  to  be  feeti  in  the 
Frentb  king's  library.  Sharf-addSn  Abttal  Me'men  Shakerim 
Ebn  HebateUab,  who  wrote  a  piece,  intitled,  Athbok  adifdbfebebf 
i.  e.  Golden  leaves,  containing  the  lives  of  fome  of  the  mofV  pious 
Mohammedans.  Absil  Faraj  Ali  Ehn  Hefein  Al  Esfahdni,  who 
publifhed  a  trcatife  upon  the  morals  of  travsllera,  as  likenife 
the  life  of  Jahtdh,  of  the  family  of  Barmac,  and  a  piece  exhi- 
biting  the  conduA  of  the  moft  illuftrious  men  of  Perfia.  Abu'l 
Kdfem  Hafan  Ehn  Mohammed,  who  penned  a  book,  intitled, 
AkhUk  Ragbeb,  i.  e.  The  manners  and  difpofitien  of  a  twriia 
perfin.  Abu  Nairn  Ahmed  Ebn  Abftalhh,  who  wrote  a  trea- 
tifecontainiRg  his  fentiments  of  the  qualities  of  a  fince  re  fnend; 
whnein  he  gave  a  true  portrait  of  many  pcrfons  who  dc- 
ferved  that  chara£ter.  Mohammed  Ebn  Ibrahim^  who  wrote 
upon  the /erty  traditions.  Kamal-addln  Al  Esfahani^  a  cele- 
brated poet,  who  obliged  his  countrymen  with  an  elogy  upon 
SeUanfaliToddiH,  and  fome  other  works  held  in  good  efteem. 
Mtbamaud£MIhaiEbnA^HdahAl£ifabaai,v/h9  compoled  the 
.  hifloiy 
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hiRoiy  of  the  city  of  Ifpah&n.  Omad  Al  Ehattah  Ahu  Ah^al- 
lah  Mahammed,  who  compiW  a  hifloiy  to  which  he  prefixed 
the  otle  of  The  fpiendor  of  Syria.  He  likcwifc  drew  up  cer- 
tain annotatioitt  and  queilions  upon  the  Sonna.  AhuThAhtf 
Ahmed  Ebn  Mehamnud  Saltfi  Al  Eifaham,  who  drew  up  t 

S'ece,  intitled,  The  ftrty  tra^thm  appUed  to  travellers,  Abu 
akaria  Tahya  Ehn  Abd'alkb  At  Etfahini,  fnoutcimes  called 
EbM  Afandah,  who  wrote  the  hiftcry  of  Ifpaban^  and  the  cir-* 
cumjacent  rc^on.  Kaxuim-adt^n,  Dav/d  Al  Bs/ahani,  and 
many  other  eminent  writers,  whofe  names  and  works  we  are 
not  permitted  fo  much  as  to  mention  by  the  limits  prefcribed 
us  here  °. 

SiKCB<the  fatal  period  aboTe-mentH>ned,thefaburbof]^»^S'Mit/^^u-; 
tias  been  almoft  totally  abandoned  by  the  Arituniaasj  who  in-  fher  par- 
habitcd  it  in  »cry  confiderable  numbers  before.     The  govern-"'*^*''' 
ment  of  Ifpaban,  twenty-four  leaniCs  long,  and  asmanybroad,'''^'"*  " 
comprehending  the  difttiasof  9(Aj,  Marbhy  Kierarii^e,Ka-^^S'^'^' 
bab,  Baraan,  Perbavar,  £Uhati,  and  Rauttdtfltr,   feme-  of 
which  were  formerly  well  peopled,  s^pearcd  a  few  yean  fince 
Ihtle  better  than  a  defert  \  ttvA  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  fu- 
tile and  delightful  tra£l  being  fled  or  ditpericd.    Multitudes  b£    ' 
■hem  had  taken  a  precarious  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  L»- 
rifliH,  or  Lttrifi&n^  a  particular  tcrritoty  lying  between  Ijpa"        . 
a*  and  Tufter;  whofe  lands  were  left  untilled,  and  their 
boufes  mouldered  into  ruins.    In  fliort,  all  die  dilbclles  of   ' 
an  tmrucccfsful  war,  or  the  invafion  of  a  barbarous  enemy, 
coxdd  liot  have  plunged  the  people  aflffahin  into  greater  mi- 
fery  than  thevidories  of  their  tyrannical  king,  Na£r  Sbdby 
who  fecmed  more  fcdlicitous  to  humble  his  own  fubje&  thaq 
his  enemies.     M.  Ktb^  gives  us  to  underfland,  that  the  namq 
Ifpahan  was  deduced  from  the  word  Sabahan,  Sgbianif  "  be- 
**  caafe,"  fays  he,  **  many  Sabiam,  Magiam,  or  iire-wor- 
'*  Ibippen,  have  their  habitations  in  this  city."    But  nothing 
certain^ can  be  farther  fetched  than  this;  aiiixSabiam  and 
Magians,  whom  he  here  abfurdly  confounds,  are  two  very 
different  ieda ;  the  former  paying  an  adoration  either  to  the 
ftars,  or  the  angrls  and  jnteDigenccs  which  they  fuppofe  refide 
in  them*  and  govern  the  world  under  the  Supreme  Deity ;  and        . 
the -latter  thinking  fire  worthy  of  divine  lionours.    Beftdes» 

*  HaHwat*!  hillorical  accOant  of  the  Britilh  trade  over  tfae 
Cafpian  fea;  with  the  revolutions  of  Perfia,  vol.  iii.  p.  114,115, 
1 16,111, ixa.  LoBd.i7;3.  GoLii  not.  ad  Aliragan.  p.  114^—218. 
Ehoslbsrt.  ExuPPBtt.  amtenitat.  exotic.  &c.  p.  103 — 206, &c. 
Lemgoviae,  171Z.  Gsofto.  Jac.  Kbrr,  nbi  fup.  p.  zj.  See  alfo 
OtiAKiua's  (rave)i  intoPeriia.  D'Hsriei-  Bibliotb.  nient.  art. 
-  ttfabmn  tc  Si/abani,  p.  jsji  324,  et  alib.  palT.  Petk.Pei.i.a 
Valli.  Taverv.  Chakd.  v^.  dePeife,  &c, 
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though  the  Magianiy  or  Perfect,  with  whom,  according  to 
him,  Jfpahan  abounds,  might  at  firfl  have  fettled  here  in  great 
numbers  I  yet  thU  can  by  no  means  be  allowed  to  hold  tnie 
of  the  Saiians,  who  wert  by  far  more  numerous  in  other  parts 
of  the  caft  than  in  Pirfa,  whcfc  Magifm  principally,  if  not 
folely,  prevailed.  Nor  has  IJpaban,  at  leaft,  for  feveral  agei, 
abounded  with  Magians,  or  Ptrfeis,  as  this  author  pretends, 
in  fupport  of  his  hypothesis ;  that  fe^t  having  been,  ever  fincE 
the  reign  of  Abb^  I.  confined  to  the  fuburb  of  Ghebr-aidi, 
a^  ha;  been  already  obferved.  The  latitude  of  Ifpeban  has 
been  defined  by  Dr.  Kampftr  to  be  32°  40*  i  whereas  thb 
city  has  been  placed  by  Najfir  EJdin,  or  Nafsir  Kboaja  Jl 
Tuft,  and  XJlugh  Beighy  or  Otiigh  Bek,  in  latitude  32^  25'  P. 
Dtftrip-  That  a  mint  was  erefleii  here,  and  confecjucntly  that  If- 
tha  af  theP"^^"  was  a  town  of  confiderable  note,  in  the  earlicx  times 
ahpve-  of  Mahammedifm,  though  it  made  a  much  more  confiderable 
menihncd  figure  in  later  ages,  the  aforefaid  dirhem  icfcif,  exclufive  of 
dirheui.  what  might  be  colledled  on  this  head  from  the  eaftern  writen, 
is  a  fufficieiit  proof.  This  dirhem  exhibits  the  words  Be«u- 
dhiatiEJbahlnafetten  waUi'ina  vjamiatin,  i.  e.  /« tht  diy  »/Ifpi. 
h^,  196 ;  and  on  the  reveife,  Mohammed  is  the  apofile  ofGoa, 
alt  dire£!ion  is  from  God.  The  laft  of  which  cxprcffions 
■  is  apparently  equivalent  to  the  following  aflenioD,  God  eba» 
is  the  true  leader  and  direSlar.  As  the  two  Arabic  terms  in  the 
infcription  importing  this  may  either  be  read  Ltllaht  farifatmt 
or  LeUahx  farimaton,  for  faramatnn,  they  may  cither  be  ren- 
dered-^// ^/wrff/ow  is  from  QoD,  otln(aoa  isjlrengtb\  the 
Jaft  of  which  verlions  makes  the  words  perfe^iy  equivalent  to 
the  folluwing  aphorifm  of  the  Mohammtdam,  La  kaula  waU 
iuwala  etla  belldhi,  i.  e.  There  is  no  firength  er  fortitude  bat 
in  God.  As  neither  the  nnjne  of  Al  Amia,  nor  that  of  ^ 
Mam&n,  occurs  on  this  dirhiniy  we  cannot  certainly  fay  by 
which  of  thofe  princes  pardfans  it  was  coined.  However,  as 
Thuhrr  Ehn  Hofiin  reduced  Ahwd%,  as  well  as  Wafet  and  At 
AiaSyen  upon  the  Tigris^  and  obliged  the  province  of  Pars  to 
fubmit  Co  Al  Mamun  in  196,  the  city  af  Ijpahan  muft  un- 
doubtedly have  opened  its  gates  to  that  prince's  troops  the 
time  year  ^, 

The 

f  Hahway,  ubi  fup.  vol.  ir.  p.  ajo.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfii^an, 
p.  2i6.  Geoim:,  Jac.  KEKR.ubi  fup.  p.  24.  EHoiLaBBT.  K^Mr- 
FEK.  ubifup.  p.  163.  Hyde,  hill,  relig.  vet.  Perf.  p.  128,  ecalib. 
Pkid.  eonncA.  of  the  hift.  of  the  Old  and  New  Tellam.  p.  i.  b.  3, 
D'Herbel.  Biblioth.orieDC.  arc.^'J'.  p.  725,  726.  Sale's  prelim, 
difc.  p.  i4j  15.  Nassir-Eddih.  et  Uluch  Beigh.  in  bio.  tabul. 
geog.p.  lb;,  137.  Oxon.  1711.  .  ^  Georc.  J*c.  Kehe.  u\A 
lup.  p.  34 — 16,  AsiF-ADOiH  Anv  Abd'..i:lah  Mouaumid Ebk 
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The  next  year,  being  the  1 97th  of  the  Htjra,  M  Mamun't  Al  M«- 
/brces,  under  the  command  of  Thaher  Ebn  Hafiln  and  Har-  miJD** 
thtma  Ebn  Aafan,  appeared  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  iny"""'* 
the  neighbourhood  of  Baghdad,  and  formed  the  ftegc  of  that  J^**  '** 
capital.     As  the  Kballf  Al  Amtn  hitnfelf  was  fliut.up  in  ^^*^>. 
place,  and  it  had  a  numeious  garifon,  the  befieged  made  a  "gbaaJ. 
vigorous  defence,  and  deflroyed  the  enemy  abundance  of 
men.     The  befiegers,  however,  played  upon  the  town  incef- 
fantly  with  their  catapults,  and  were  in  their  turn  not  a  little 
annoyed  by  the  garifon  with  the  fame  fort  of  military  machines. 
The  latter  likewife  made  continual  failles,  and  fought  like 
men  animated  by  defpair,  though  they  were  always  at  laft 
beatcti  back  into  the  town  with  conliderable  lofs.    In  fine, 
the  fiege  continued  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  year ; 
during  which,  the  greatell  part  of  the  city  called  AJktr  Al 
Mobdiy  or  iht  camp  ofM  Mohdi,  ere^ed  on  the  eallern  bank 
of  the  Tigris,  was  either  demolifhed  or  reduced  to  afties  by 
jII Mam^it'a  troops.     The  citizens  alfo,  as  well  as  the  gari- 
fon, were  reduced  to  the  laft  axtremity  by'the  length  and  vio- 
lence of  th«  fiege.     The  fubje£ts  of  Jl  Hakem  feem  to  have 
enjoyed  this  year  a  profound  tranquillity  and  repofe  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  the  Mtftan  dominions  in  Spain  r. 

In  the  beginning  of'  the  198th  year  of  the  H^ra,  com-  Al  Anin 
mencing  Stpumber  ift,  813,  the  Khal:f  Al  Amn,  having  «^^- 
bccn  defcrted  by  his  troops,  as  well  as  the  principal  men  ^lottd. 
Saghdad,  who  had  Icept  a  private  conefpondence  with  Tbaber 
Ebn  Hafiin,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  retire  to  the  old  town 
on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Tigris,  called  the  city  of  Abu  Jaa~. 
far  AlManfir.  However,  he  did  not  take  this  ftep  before 
the  citizens  of  Baghdad,  intimidated  by  Thaher  Ebn  Htftin, 
had  formally  depofed  him,  and  proclaimed  his  brother  Al  Ma- 
mUn  Kbalif.  Thahir,  receiving  advice  of  this,  caufed  that 
town  to  be  immediately  invefted,  planted  his  catapults  againft 
it,  and  atlatt  ftarved  it  to  afurrcndcr.  Al  Atr4n,  being  thus 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  putting  himfelf  into  the  hands  of 
one  of  Al  MamOn's  generals,  chofe  to  implore  the  protcdtion 
of  Harthtma  Ebn  Aafan,  whom  be  judged  to  be  of  a  more 
humane  difpofition  than  Thaktr  Ebn  Hafitn;  which  having 
obtained,  heimbarkcdin  a  (hallop,  or  fmall  veflcl,  upon  the 
Tigritf  in  order  to  arriveat  that  part  of  the  camp  where  Har- 
tbema  waa  pofied.    But  Thahtr,  being  informed  of  hi^  de-   . 

Edkis  ALSHAfEi,  in  Raiidb  amjdhiM  f  hiiiijSl-aff*Iebiii,  Astr 
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fign,  which  be  ima^ncd,  if  mrifiti  into  exccotioBt  nviA  \ 
ccliple  the  glory  he  had  acquired,  laid  an  ambufh  fisr  hioi 
which  he  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  escape.  Upon  hit  a- 
rival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Harthtma'&  tent,  Tbobti'%  U> 
diers  ru£hcd  out  upon  him,  funk  his  boat,  drowned  all  bitit- 
tendants,  and  incarcerated  him  in  Jbrabim  MTaihPi  hoJc 
Here  he  waa  foon  after  maflacrcd  by  fome  of  Thaitr's  (emm, 
who  cut  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  in  triumph  to  their  mt 
ter ;  by  whofe  order  it  was  the  next  day  expotctl  to  puiiUc 
'view  in  the  Oreets  oi  Baghdad.  T'i^iivr  afterwards  feoi  it  to 
a!  Mamiin  in  Kborajati,  together  with,  the  ring  iM*  fell  of  Ac 
Khalifat,  the  lcepter»^  and  the  imperial  robe;  at  the  light  of 
which,  diat  prince  fell  down  oa  his  knees,  returacd  thiob 
to  the  Almighty  for  his  good  (iiccefs,  and  nude  the  coniti 
who  brought  them  a  prefent  of  a  million  of  iirhanM  '. 
'  Seme  far-  SoMB  of  the  cafierii  writers  relate,  that  At  Aaum,  alitde 
ibir  far'  before  his  death,  imagined  himlelf  in  a  dream  to  fit  upon  a 
tUulari  vary  high  thick  wall,  and  faw,  as  he  thought,  at  the  IJine 
rr^/tflfNtime  Thabtr  Tapping  its  foundations.  Nor  aid  he  ^peirto 
*^-  dcfiftfrom  that  operation,  till  the- wall  he  undcrmuted  wis  ib- 
folvtely  levelled  with  the  ground.  This  bad  fucli  an  tM 
upon  Al  ymin^  as  the  Arabi  are  naturally  fupcr^tious,  dot 
he  relblved  never  to  dshvcr  hiin&lf  up  to  the  mercy  of  that 
genera).  Other  prognoftics  likewi&,  accwding  bi  the  otia- 
tal  hiflorians,  preceded  this  prince's  death.  Finding  a  moth 
in  hiscluaths  the  very  day  he  was  killed,  as  foon  ashefawi^ 
through  an  unaccountable  impulfe,  he  ctied  out,  God  dtBvtt 
mtfrom  every  great  misfartunt  that  may  happ*n  !  UrabimEh 
At  Mohdi  being  one  ni^ht  along  with  hirn,  a  little  before  itt 
fiirrender  of  old  Baghdad,  called  the  city  oiAl  Mai^if,  in 
the  golden  palace  there,  he  fent  for  one  of  his  finding  giil>i 
Kimed  ^QdY,  to  entertain  them  vsith  fdme  of  her  loiip> 
After  they  had  exhilarated  themfelves  with  a  fi^w  glaBei  of 
wine,  ihe  fung  fome  verfes  taken  out  of  the  work*  of  die 
celebrated  poet  Al  Nabigha  Al  Ja'dl,  that  have  bceii  pre- 
ferved  by  Al  Makin ;  which  he  could  not  forbear  conGdtf- 
>ng  as  prefages  of  his  approaching  fate,  and  which  ofaligoi 
him  to  (peak  with  a  figh  the  following  words :  iVhtn  i^tif 
dtftati  eur  prejtiit,  vie  ought  tt  laoi  upeit  as  ufiiefs  all  prtta- 
tians.  TTje  feme  night,  which  did  not  precede  this  prirw'i 
murder  above  two  or  three  days, '  ibrebim  Bb*  AlMihS  tsi 
the  Khali/  heard  a  voice  clearly  and  dlftinfily  pronouncing 
tbclc  words,  from  the  neighbouring  bank  of  tlw  Tigrii,  Jit 
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Jktjtll  ^  year  tmfubatian  is  dtttrmiBtd;  which*  being  after' 
vardc  rspcatcd,  threw  the  latter  into  fuch  an.  exccfx  of  in- 
quietude and  grief,  that  be  immediately  fell  out  vi  his  feac 
We  are  told  by  Abu%Far(^,  that  AlAmin  was  Tupplied  with 
tb«  yeflel  in  which  he  atlempted  to  efcape  out  of  Thaher'i 
bands,  by  Harthtma  El>»  dafan  himJelf,  who  attended  him 
tbcnio  }  that  Thaher'a  men,  who  gave  chace  to  them  in  little 
boatSt  Mtackcd  them  with  flones  and  naphtha,  and  at  laft  fenC 
tbeir  fhaUt^to  the  botloRi  of  the  river;  that  Karthtma  was 
with 'much  difficulty  faved,  being  dragged  out  of  the  llgr'u 
by  the  hair  of  his  head ;  that  the  Kimifytaa  taken  with  only 
aa  otd  ragged  mantle  over  his  Ihoulders,  his  breeches  oDi  and 
a  turbant  upon  his  head,  at  no  very  gieat  didance  from  Bafra ;  . 
that  he.wac  incarcerated  in  a  houle,  to  which  Thahtr's  fol- 
dicn  conduced  him,  till  midnight ;  and  that  feveral  Berftanty 
Skat  by  Jivinr  for  that  purpofe,  then  entering  the  room 
wherein,  he  was  con(incd,with  drawn  fcymitars  in  their  hands, 
inmcdiatcly  diTpatdied  him,  and  cut  on  his  head,  which  was 
Toon  after  carried  by  a  courier  to  j/l  Mam£»  in  Khirafin.  The 
afbrefaid  tr^cdy  was  aftcd  either  on  the  twenty-fifth  or  twenty- 
fixth  day  of  the  month  Ai  AJoiarram,  before  Ai  /imSn  had 
completed  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and  after  he  had 
reigned  four-year*  and  about  feren  or  eight  months.  He  had' 
a  handfome  face,  little  eyes,  and  thiclf^  bulby  hair.  He  was 
tall,  £it,  extremely  robuft,  and  of  a  fair  complexion.  Some  of 
the  ealtern  writers  have  reprefcnted  hitn  as  vaftly  iiberal)  tho* 
at  the  fame  time  as  rafli,  imprudent,  cruel,  intirely  attached 
to  fat*  pleafures,  and  indolent  to  the  la{l  degree.  As  a  farther 
inflance  of  his  infamous  fupinenefii,  it  rhay  be  abfcrved,  that  he 
and  his  frccd-mart  Kithar  were  playing  at  chefs,  without  the 
Icaft  apprehcnfion  of  any  impendino;  danger,  when  Al  Ma- 
mUn'a  forces  puAted  the  nege  of  Baffidid  with  fo  much  vigour 
th^  the  cit;  was  upon  the  point  of  being  carried  by  a&olt. 
Soon  ^ter  hb  acceffion,  he  purchafed  Ibr  large  Aims  of  mo- 
ney great  numbers  of  eunuchs,  who  were  brought  from  all 
parta  of  his  dominions  to  Baghdad,  conftantly  attended  him 
day  and  night,  and  had,  together  with  his  free  women,  of 
whom  he  was  likewife  extremely  fond,  the  principal  fhare  of 
hia  favours.  Nay,  he  is  faid  to  have  divided  al!  his  jewels, 
beGdes  many  other  things  of  incf^mable  value,  amongft  them. 
He  alfo  conimanded  the  dilFerent  provinces  of  the  empire  to 
fend  to  his  coutt  all  fuch  perfons  as  were  the  moil  expert  at  , 
chefs,  and  other  games  then  in  vogue  amongH  the  Arabi,  al- 
lowed them  penfions,  and  fpent  the  mod  confiderabte  part  ^  , 
his  time  amongft  them.  Of  the  veffels  which  he  c  mftrufled 
on  the  Tigris^  one  refcmbJcd  a  lion,  another  an  elephant,  an- 
other a  vultur,  another  s  ferpent,  and  another  an  bbrie.  He 
fi  b  3                            Icaice 
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.  fcarce  ever  allbciatcd  either  widi  his  officen  or  relations ;  btf 
gave  himrelf  up  almoft  intirdy  to  women  (ten  of  wiiicb, 
that  underftood  mufic,  ufcd  frequently  to  perform  on  the  lutt 
together  before  him)  wine,  and  diverlions  of  various  kiii6. 
His  principal  counfellors,  or  f^J,  viett  Al  Fadl  Ebn  jtlR^il, 
Ifiaael  Ehn  Sabih,  and  others  ;  his  judges,  IfmaelEbn  Htwai 
Ebn  Abu  Hanifa,  Abu'l  Bahra  Ebn  fVahtb,  and  Mibtnmd 
Ebn  Sam3a  ;  the  captain  of  his  guards  AH  Ebn  }Ja  Eit 
Mdhhi ;  and  his  chamberlain  Ai  Abbas  Al  Padhl  £6t  A 
^abi.  The  infcriptlon  of  his  feal  was,  Mohammed  trvfitA 
in  God.  In  his  days,  according  to  Eutycbius,  the  empntir 
■  I^htfihsriis  departed  this  life;  and,  in  the  third  year  of  ho 
■  Khalifat,  if  vire  will  believe  the  fame'  author,  "Thomas,  fur- 
named  Tamr'ik,  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchate  of  Jtrt' 
folim,  in  which  fubliine  flation  he  remained  about  ten  yem. 
In  fine,  as  this  Khalif,  whofe  body  was  buried  at  Bagbdii, 
moft  ftiamcfully  neglected  all  affairs  of  government,  no  »tiy 
memorable  event,  or  aftion  of  eclat,  happened,  during  ibe 
whole  courfe  of  his  reign  '. 

SECT.    XXVIII, 

Jhitfui-  'T'HE  fame  day  that  Al  Amin  was  a(raf)ii)ated,*thepeo[Jeo( 
ftiiiihj  "'■  Baghdad  proclaimed  his  brother  Al  Mamun  the  fecood 
biibnitbiri\mt  Khalif.  lih  mothn  vns  Marajel  jfl  BaJagbeifia.  At  the 
AI  Ma-  time  of  Al  Amiit's  death,  Tbaher  Ehn  Hofeln  occupied  the 
mun.  eaftern,  and  HaTthcma  Ebn  Aafan,  the  weflern  part  of  Bagh- 

dad. Ham'td  Alia!  Humtd  Al  Tufi  Was  polled  ajfo  with  a 
body  of  troops  at  a  place  about  four  parafangs  from  (hat  city. 
$oon  after  his  acceffion,  the  new  KbaLf  removed  Thaher  Ebn 
Hofein,  whom  he  appointed  to  prefide  over  Syria  and  Meftpt- 
tamia,  from  the  government  al  Irak,  and  fubQituted  Al  He/tin 
Ein  Sakal  in  his  room.  He  likewife  deprived  Ay^  Ebn  Ma- 
hammed  of  the  lieutenancy  of  Egypt,  and  fcnt  Al  Afitalltb  Ebn 
j4bd'allah  Al  'Jerai  to  fucceed  him  in  that  poft  ;  but  this  go- 
vernor, being  foon  dcpofed,  Al  Aiibds  Ebn  Mtija  Ebn  Ifa  M 
Jiajhtmt  was  dilpatched  to  Egypt,  to  take  upon  himfclf  the  di- 
reflioii  of  affairs  there.  About  ihc  fame  time,  the  new  Khalif, 
whofe  name  at  length  was  Abu'l  Aoias  Al  Afarnun  ALufaafar 
Abiallah  Ebn  HaHn  Al  BMjhid  conftituted  AlFadl  Ebn  Sabal 
his  Vifir  ;  or  raiher,  according  to  the  Prrfian  hiitoriani,  con- 
firmed hidi  in  that  exalted  charge,  to  which  he  had  advanced 

'  KHOKDtMiR,  Al  Naeiok*  At  Ja'di,  apud  Abu  Jsafar 
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him  btfarc  his  elevation  to  the  Maftm  throne.  The  Kbal'if 
alio  gave  AlFadit\ic  title,  or  furname,  of  Dh^l-Riydfotain,  i.e. 
jhe  perjtn  having  twt  friatipalltUs)  ot  fubtime  trrtploymenis,  be-  , 

craufe  he  committed  to  his  care  the  civil  and  military  govern- 
]nei>t  of  all  his  dominions  ". 

The  foUowing  year,  being  die  igqth  of  the  Hejra,  com-  Moham- 
meneing  /tuguji  21ft,  814,  the  new  Khalif,  who  rcfidcd  flill  '"'"^  ^hn 
at  AJerii  in  Kborajdn,  was  alarmed  with  the  news  of  commo-  Taba,iba 
tions  brought  hfm  from  fevetal  parts  of  the  empire  j  themoft"  '.'■. 
dreadful  of  which  was  that  excited  bv  Mohammed  Ebn  Ihrehlm  "f  "''-^ ' 
Ebn  Jfmatl  Ebn  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Ji  Hofiin  Ebn  AH  [.J  "■  *' 
£ba  Abu  Tdleiy  csmmonly  called  Mshammtd  Ebn  Tabutib$^     '  ' 
at  Cfi/fl,     The  people  of  that  ciU'  being  inceijfcd  at  Al  Ma- 
m&»,  for  permitting  AlFadl  Ebn  Sahat,  his  yi/ir,  to  manage  all 
things  folely  by  his  own  authority,  were  eafily  prevailed  upoa 
by  Mthammtd  Ebn  Tabdtiba  to  efpoufe  the  intereft  of  the  houfti      , 
of  ^//',  or,  as  they  termed  it,  that  of  the  prophet  himfelf.  Mo- 
iamtiud,  therefore,  found  it  no  difBcult  matter  to  aflemble  » 
coiifiderable  body  of   the  malecontents  ;    the  command  of 
which  he  gave  to  Ahiljarhyd,  an  officer  who  had  ferved  under 
Harthtma  Ebn  Aafan,  the  preteding  year.     This  officer,  not 
thinking  himfelf  rewarded  according  to  his  merit,  left  Hay 
thima  in  dffguft,  retired  to  Cufa,  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance Xo  Mohammed  Ebn  Tabatiba,  as 'the  prophet's  lawful 
luccelTor,  there.     Being  now  at  the  head  of  his  new  mafter's 
forces,  he  drove  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Sahal's  deputy  from  C:^a,  and 
in  fevcral  engagements  defeated  the  troops  fent  againlt  him  by 
the  Kbaltfi  governor  of  Ir^i.     l"his  enabled  him  to  advance 
to  Bafra,  which  hepoflefled  himfelf  of  without  any  confidcr- 
able  lofs.'     By  thefe  fignal  advantages,  Mahamtrud  Eba  Tab^- 
tibd'a  forces,  under  the  conduit  of  Abu'l/oreyd,  began  to  grow 
fcH'midable,  and  to  give  no  fmali  inquietude  to  the  Klia'ifi 
cfpccially  fince  the  fcene  of  a^on,  as  well  as  the  neighbour- 
ing tra6t  now  wholly  occupied  by  the  rebels,  was  Ctuatcd  at 
fo  fmalt  a  diftance  from  the  city  of  Baghdad  itfelf  *. 

It  feems  to  appear  from  Rediricoi  TcUda,  that  the  people  RcltUieni 
of  Calaborra,  the  Calaguris  of  the  antients,  rebelled  likcwife, '"  t/arieai 
about  this  time,  againft  Al  Uaktm^  the  wcflern  Kballfy  mf"  'f 
Spain.    Upon  receiving  advice  of  which  revolt,  that  prince '*"*^'^' 
Tent  Aid'aliarimy  one  of  his  generals,  with  an  army  to  bring 
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them  to  3  fenCe  of  their  duty.    It  mty  s]lb  be  iniuied  fron 
.    ITutphants,  that  one  ufi^per  m$At  himlicjf  mafter  aiDan^' 
cus,  with  the  territory  appeit^niag  to  it,  another  nvsged  Pi- 
fe/Unt,  a  third  let  up  for  himfelf  in  £gyfty  and  a  fourth  in  tke 
wcftern  pirt  of  Jfrica,  the  prefent  year.    But  we  (baU  cob* 
tent  ourfclvcs  with  barely  inenttoning  ^fe  rebclliom  he">  u 
no  clear  and  diftin<ft  account  of  them  has  becB  banded  down 
to  us  by  any  of  the  //rjA  hiftoriaoB  ". 
Abulfa-       Ths  next  year,  being  the  {OOtfa  of  the  Hejra^  wai  re 
Tiya  it      markablc  for  feveral  material  oixurKnccs  that  happened  in  it. 
htbiaiiJ,  Hafan  Etn  Sahal,  die  gaveroor  of  irai^  having  finilhed  hii 
AR</'<irrr- military  preparations  for  reducing  the  rebels  of  that  provinct 
iillimu  in  to  die  obedience  of  the  Khaiif,  fcnt  Hartbeota  Ein  Aafam  wiA 
l^^ofd  B  powet&i  army  againft  Ahulfari^-i j  who,  after  fne  deiUi 
Arabia      ^^  ^ehasurud Bin  Taiatikd^  had  cau^d  the  autborin  of  Mt- 
""''■       bammed  Ehn  Mohammed  Eht  Zed  Ebn  Aii  Ein  Al  Hofti*  SM 
fr"-     /Hi  Ebn  Abu  Tdleb  to  be  Tecogntzfid  by  the  troops  under  htt 
command.  Abu'lfari,yA^  finding  himlelf  notable  to  malcebad 
againft  the  Kbaltf'i  forces,  fled  to  C^^,  and  even  abandoned 
-   that  city  upon  their  a|^oach.     After  Hfirlbffga  Etn  Aafv 
had  polTefied  hiinrelf  of  tlie  place,  and  taken  the  inh^taoq 
under  his  proteSion,  he  fent  a  detachment  ip  purfuitof  ^«- 
hammed  Ebti  Afaiaituned  Ebn  Ztid  and  Aiu'ifiirdy^  who  had 
made  their  efcape ;  which  Jbon  came  up  with  them,  took 
both  of  them  piifoners,  and  conduced  them,  by  flartbemtt't 
order,  to  Al  Hafaa  Ebn  Sabal,  the  governor  of  Irai.  Several  of 
their  accomplices  likewife,  who  were  taken  at  the  fame  tiiDe, 
intended  tbcm,  under  the  fame  clcorte,  to  the  govcmof's  nfi- 
idcnce.     After  they  had  been  brought  before  him,  and  he  bad 
had  fome  converfation  with  them,  AiHafan  faxtMabamatdEki 
Mebammed  Ebn  Zeid  to  Al  MamAn,  then  at  Mtri  in  lLb«ra- 
Jan  \  but  ordered  one  of  hia  executionera  to  cut  off  the  bead 
o(  Abu'lfarSyS.  Notwithftanding  what  is  infuiuated  tothecon- 
trary  by  Theef  banes,  the  province  of  Egypt  feems  to  have  en- 
joyed a  profound  tepofe  under  the  admirttAration  of  y/ZvltfoWiri 
EbnAld'allah^  who  fucceeded  bis  pTeiKeHoi Al/fbbdsEi»MiJii 
Al  Hijbtmi,  and  ^iffari  Ebn  Al  fiaiem,  both  this  and  the  uie- 
cedin?  year.     Afcer  the  extinSion  of  the  rebellion  in  fr^ 
fiarthema  Ebn  Aafan  took  a  journey  to  the  KbaiiP%  court  at 
Mer&  \  where  he  accufed  Al  Fadl  Ebn  Saba!,  his  yifir,  of  coni 
Cealingfrom  him  the  ttucflate  of  his  affairs,  and  advifedhia 
to  refide  at  Baghdad,  that  he  might  be,  as   it  were,  in  the 
centreof  his  empire,  and  confe^uentiy  much  nearer  the greatcfl 
part  of  his  frontiers.     On  the  other  hand,  AlFedl^  being  >p- 
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prised  of  this  accufation,  toU  the  KhoUf,  that  Hariimta  fa>d 
excited  Jtu'lfari^  t^  the  Uts  revolt,  and  Apae  him  many  ill 
officet  Jn  othci  nrpcds.  Tliis  lb  exafperatcd  Al  Mam^,  that 
be  commanded  f/arlAtm>  to  be  firfl  fsvndf  drubbet),  91MI 
(IterwanlE  thnuvn  into.ptiCan ;  where  he  was  foop  ^  to 
death  by  an  ailaSn  fpnt  thither  by  Al  faiil  for  that  pitrppfe. 
About  the  Tame  time,  Aklalkarim^  aftfsr  he  had  befi^ed  C«- 
laborra  in  ^din,  obliged  (he  people  of  that  pUoe  te  fubinit  to 
jU  ilaitm,  the  weftera  Khaljf,  and  ravaged  the  territory  be- 
longing to  them  in  a  dreadful  manner,  leturpcd  to  that  pfiitea'4 
n:mence  loaded  with  Tpoil.  The  calaniitiet  atteqding  th«  di" 
fira^cd  flateof  thf  ^4^/ at  this  jufifWrc  obliged  manyfiftlw 
Chrism,  according  to  7ii*i>t^«'i*'i  to  f bfm^on  Pal^ipt  wii 
SyrtA,  and-to  take  refuge  in  the  illand  ofCyfrw.  Jbrahim  $i>n 
Mufi  Ebn  Jaafar  caufed  hipifelf  to  bf  pro^t^med  KhttSf  in 
Tamaky  as  did  Mebammed  Ebn  Jaafar  at  Mecca,  the  piwWt 
year.  Suf  as  neither  of  ^efe  uiiupers  was  long  fupptuted  in 
his  attempt,  the  mnmoliotw  in  thofe  paits  were  appeaM 
witbout  any  greiit  eAiAon  qf  AUjItm  blood  r. 

In  the  20 1  ft  year  of  the  Hejra,  bc^tviing  Jufy  3otb,  Si  6,  Grtat 
JlAfamih  called  AliEbnMifaf^bnJaiifBrEbnMeha.>mt<iBl>n  <*«-»' 
ASEbnAi  Hofiin  Ebn  Ali  EbM  ^utaUk,  after  his  death,  to  the  *'-*  <^ 
(ucccl^on,  gave  hifn  his  4*ug^i  0mm  Haiiifi  in  marf  iage,  Baghdld. ' 
and  ordered  him  to  repair  vw^fdiately  to  his  court  at  Aftrd  in 
fCherf^an.    (le  alfo  Aunimcd  bi^  Ai  Radi  min  M  Mohaan 
mi4i  alluding  thereby  to  bis  being  one  of  AU'*  ddcqndaotB, 
fnd  <^  the  family  of  Me^wi*n*d-     He  moFeovcr  ocunrnwded 
bis  uoopi  to  lay  afide  their  black  cloaihs,  itch  as  the  raembera 
pf  the  houle  of  Al  Abbis  conilantly  wore,  and  to  put  on  othcra 
of  a  green  colour,  the  prin<;ipal  char^Seriflic  of  the  prophet's 
family,  in  tbeir  room.     He  lilcewife  wrote  to  the  governors  of 
provinces,  to  let  thflo  knoWi  that  he  had  fbwid  none  ci^xi 
of  the  rajcfe.  oiAlAbbat  01  AH  nyire  pious,  excellent,  or  learned, 
than  Aii  Eka  Mufa ;  and  theceforc  had  nomiaated  that  young 
prince  to  fucceed  him  in  the  KhaHfat.     He  test  an  cxpnefs  la 
Al  Hqfan  Ebn  Sabal,  the  governor  of  Iraiy  in  particular,  wilb 
orders  to  him  to  repair  forthwith  to  Baghdad^  to  oblige  litm 
inhabitants  of  that  capital  to  drefs  themfctves  in  green,  and  la    ' 
exaifl  of  them  a  recognition  of  Ali  Ebn  Mufo't  right  to  the 
fucceffion.     This  Hep,  however,  greatly  alarmed  the  Riem» 
ber»  of  the  houfe  of  AlAblas,  who  were  found  the  precedirw    " 
year  to  amount  to  above  30,000  fouls,  and  threw  the  wholo 

y  Abv  Jaapak  AlTaiar.  AlMakih,  ubi  fep.p.  ij2,  tjj. 
Ehokdiuik,  EuTVCU.  ubi  fup.  p.  418,  419.  THioFH.B.eS 
iiip.  p.  21 — 13,    RoDf  ate.  TofcSTAH.  ubi  fupi.  Ism.  AauLran, 
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city  into  conruiion ;  many  of  the  Moflemt  there  ab/btu(e)y  it- 
fimng  to  comply  with  the  Khalifs  orders.  Nay,  tbe  princi- 
pal officers  of,the  families  oi  AlAbbatiaAHaJhem^SknMtA  oo 
this  occafion,  tefolveil  formaDy  to  depofc  jli  Mamiin,  and  id 
proclaim  his  uncle  Ibrahim  E  in  jil  Aiehdi  empeior  of  the  hi  A- 
'  fill  in  his  room.  It  is  intimated  by  fomc  of  the  caftcrn  UTitns, 

that  MFadlEbrt  Sahal,  the  firft  officer  of  the  empire,  mafc 
profcffion  of  the  feit  of  //(',  entertained  the  highcft  venennen 
for  the  family  of  that  Imam,  and  infpired  his  mafter  with  the 
iame  fenciments ;  which  produced  the  aforefaid  impolitic  coi- 
duit.  It  muft  here  he  obferved,  that  the  Sbiiteiy  or  (oUowcn 
f>f  AU,  look  upon  this  jIU  Ehn  Miifi  as  one  of  the  twelve 
great  Imams,  whom  they  regard  as  the  twelve  great  pillari  of 
Ijlaitufm.  However,  themeafurespurrued  atthisjundureby 
the  Khahf  now  in  view  might  Have  proved  the  total  ruin  of 
his  affairs '. 
Ibrahitn  The  following  year,  being  the  202d  of  the  Htjra^  At 
Ehn  Al  forces  cantoned  about  Baghdad,  excited  to  this  revolt  by  tbe 
Mobdi  friends  of  the  houfcs  of  M  Abbai  and  Haflicm,  withdrew  dseir 
^«/mW^ allegiance  from^/ J/flmi!fl,  and  created  his  uncle,  IbrahlmEb* 
Khilif  Jl  Mohdi,  Khalif.  However,  the  troops  commanded  by  Ji 
thr*.  Hajan  Ehn  Sohal^  the  governor  of  Irak,  perfifted  in  their  fide- 
lity to  the  former  of  thofe  princes,  and  even  attacked  Ibrdbiafi 
forces  feveral  times;  tho*  nothing  decifive  happened  oneiiba 
fide.  After  his  inauguration,  /Ariri/ffi  made  a  fpecch  to  the 
people ;  wherein,  like  others  in  the  fame  fituation,  he  pro- 
mifed  them  all  the  happinefs  and  advantages  that  their  hcatii 
Could  defire.  Upon  which,  Cufa,  with  its  dependencies,  fub- 
initted  to  him.  Ibrahim's  exaltation,  and  the  courage  of  bb 
faithfiil  fubjefb  in  Irak,  haflened  /fi  AfamUn's  journey  to 
Baghdad.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Sarkhai,  or  Saraikas  (whicji  'is 
undoubtedly  the  true  reading  in  Al  MaHn)  a  town  oiKhtra- 
fin,  and  not  at  Baghdad,  as  is  intimated  by  fome  of  tbe 
Perjian  hift»rians,  he  gave  private  orders  to  an  al]affin  m 
murder  Al  Fadi  Ebn  Sai>al,  his  yifir,  who  had  been  the  chief 
caufe  of  all  the  didurbances  in  the  empire,  in  a  bath ;  and 
afterwards  put  the  murderer  to  death,  for  the  perpetration 
■  of  a  crime  which  he  pretended  to  abhor.  This  At  Fadi  a 
faXA  to  have  been  the  iirft  Arab  who  Inferted  his  fumame 
in  the  letters  that  he  wrote.  The  people  of  Cerdiih  in 
Spain  rebelled  this  year  igainA  Al  Haiim,  the  Khail/thm; 
but  were  reduced  to  his  obedience  by  Abd'aiiarim,  his  grsc- 

.  »  Abu.  Jaafah  Al  Taba».  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  13}. 
Gkeo.  Aau'L-FAKAj,  ubKup.  p.  34.3-  Khondemir,  Aut.  Loti 
Al  Tawarikh,  Geoic.  CsDREti.  ubi  fup.  p.  ;i2,  pj.    Em 

Suouhah.    Seealfo  Sale's  prelim,  difc.  p.  175 178. 
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ral,  who  ehtered  their  city  by  force  at  the  ntw  gate,  mt  of  ' 
all  the  ringleadcn,  hanged  above  300  of  the  rebels,  and  fuf- 
/ered  fome  of  them  to  efcape.  Ji  Haian,  however,  accord- 
ing to  his  ufual  clemency,  pardoned  the  wives  fcnd  children  of 
tbofe  who  had  been  concenwd  in  the  revolt.  This  rebellion 
is  attributed  by  Raderie  to  the  opulence,  luxury,  and  pride,  of 
the  %fe/Ums  fettled  in  that  part  of  Spain  '. 

The  following  year,  being  the  203d  of  the  Hejra,  com-  Tbt  troeft 
mcncing  Jufy  9th,  818,  Mi  Ebn  Mufa  Ai  Radi,  called  by  at  Bagh-     ' 
the  Perjians  Riza  the  Im^,  Itaving  talccn  a  furfeit,  by  eat-  <^^  ^-^f* 
ing  too  many  grapes,  or,  as  others  write,  having  been  poi- """^liiin 
foned,  died  at  Tit  in  Khora/dn,  the  laft  day  of  the  month  Ebn  Al 
£afar  ;  and  was  buried,  by  /fl  Mamin'i  order,  near  the  fe-  Motidi. 
pulchre  of  his  father  Harun  Ai  Rajhid.    This  Ali  Ebn  M£fa 
has  been  reprefented  by  the  Arab  writers  as  a  moft  abitemious 
and  religious  youth.     His  death  not  a  litde   affe£lcd  the 
Khalify  who  therefore  continued  the  remainder  of  the  year 
at  Tut.     In  the  mean  time,  great  commotions  happened  al 
Baghdad,     The  troops  there  depofcd  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Mebdi,  ' 

Airnamed  by  them  Al  Mubarak ;  who,  in  order  to  efcape  their 
fury  and  violence,  was  obliged  to  hide  himfelf  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  Dhu'lhajjoy  and  to  remain  concealed  till 
>//  Mam^it's  arrival  at  Baghdad,  -That  ufuiper,  whom  fome 
likewife  call  Ebn  Sbaklah,  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Ta- 
tar!, fat  upon  the  Majltm  throne  at  Baghdad  almoft  two 
whole  lunar  years  *. 

The  next  year,  being  the  304th  of  ^tHtjra-,  beginning 72,  i^, 
j^H/v  28th,  819,  the  Kualif  Al  A^amCtn  eatexcd  Baghdad,   atnujAl 
the  h^d  of  his  forces  that  nad  attended  him  from  Kharafin,  Shafei 
and  were  all,  in  compliance  with  his  former  order,  drefied  in  diei  in  tbt 
green.     However,  in  about  a  week's  time  after  his  arrival  atjtarofiht 
Baghdad,  he  thought  iit  to  revoke  the  order  he  had  madeHejra 
three  years  before,  and  to  command  both  the  people  and^<'4' 
tbe  army  always  to  appear  in  black,  as  heretofore;  which 
produced  the  defired  elfefl,   and  intirely  conciliated  the  af- 
fedions  of  all  his  fubjefls  to  him.     This  year  was  likewife  ' 
remarkable  for  the  death  of  the  famous  Abu  Ah^aUah  Ma- 
bammid  Ebn  Edrts,  furnamed  Al  Sbafti,  the  author  of  the 
third  orthodox  fed  of  the  Sannitts.    He  was  bom  cith.er  at 
Gaza  or  Afealm  in  Paltftint,  in  the  year  of  tfajc  H^ra  150* 

■  Abs  Jaafar  Ai.  Tabak.  AlMakih,  nbi  fup,  p.  133, 134. 
Ghbo.  Abu'l-F ARAj,  ubi  fup.  Eutych.  ubifup.  p.  418,  419. 
GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  18;.  Aut.  Lobb  Ai.  Tawakikh, 
Khondcmir,  RoDERic.  Toletan.  ubi  fop.  •>  Ab« 

Jaafa«  AlTabah.  AlMakih,  ubi  fup.  p.  134.  Grec.  Abu'lt 
i-'ARAj,  abifup.  p.  144.  EuTvcB.  ubifap.  p.  418,419. 
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the  fiwe  iiify  u  fboie  will  bxvt  it,  dut  ..ikt  Uamfii  ^d, 
and  ms  carried  to  J^rm  at  two  ynn  of  age,  and  tbcic  tdn- 
Ated.  H«  died  lo  Egypt,  vhither  he  went  about  five  jtsi 
bcfwe.  Some  auttion  nlatc,  that  he.  came  to  Befhiii  ii 
195,  aad  performed  dia  pi^rioaage  to  Mtcta,  from  wbqia 
lie  returned  in  198,  am)  afterwards  took  a  journey  into  ifgty 
vhere  he  had  formerly  beard  that  cdehratcd  do£tor  and  Sm, 
AdSUc  EbttJus.  Heitlwld  in  thehif^icfl  repute  artiot^ik 
Smmtti,  for  hit  excellency  in  all  poiott  of  learning,  and  wa 
much  efteemed  by  Eba  Uaniatf  hit  cotemporary,  who  ufcd  a 
Ay,  that  bt  um  as  the  fia  t*  the  wtrldt  aui  at  btMUi  u  tk 
itdy.  Ehn  Hanhaly  however,  had  (o  ill  an  opinion  of  M 
Sb^ii  ttiiA,  that  he  forbad  hisfcholanto  go  near  bin;  ba 
iiHnc  time  ifier,  one  of  them,  «"f*»'ng  his  maAer  ttvipn 
Ofl  foot  after  Al  Shi^ti,  who  rode  on  a  mule,  alkcd  bim  bow 
it  carac  about  that  he  forbad  tbem  to  follow  him,  and  did  it 
bimfclff  To  which  Ehn  HoMial  nplKd,  HtJ^  tij ptaa-,  if 
tba*  hit  tttend  bis  amle,  thou  tvilt  profit  ibtrriy.  Al  SUfi 
it  faid  to  have  been  the  Jirft  who  difcourled  ol  jurifpruleDce, 
and  reduced  that  fticnce  into  a  lacthod ;  one  wictily  ftyiob 
that  the  relators  of  die  tradidonsof  J/ftitfjn*m/wcccafleep,d 
jtl  Sbafei  came  and  waked  them.  He  was  a  great  eocmy  ti 
the  Icholaftic  divines,  at  has  been  c^rferved  by  a  good  authir. 
AlGhaToU  tells  ui,  that  Al Sbefii  uJed  to  divide  the  n^  'vm 
-  4faree  parts,  one  for  Avdy,  another  for  prayer,  and  the  third 
for  fleep.  It  is  alfo  related  of  htm,  that  he  never  lb  madi  a 
once  fwore  by  Goo,  either  to  confirm  a  tmth,  or  to  afinn  1 
falfehood  ;  and  that  being  once  aftcd  bia  opinion,  he  reoiaiiKd 
filent  for  Ibme  time,  and  when  the  reafcm  of  his  filcacewu 
demanded,  he  anfwcrcd,  /  mm  etitfidtring  frfi  wbaier  it  it 
ittUr  tejftei  or  t»  bald  my  tmgui.  TIm  foUowing  taying  it 
IcCbrded  of  him,  vix.  IVhotwr  preUvds  to  Int  tbt  vm'ii^ 
its  Crealtr  at  tbt  foBu  tiau,  it  a  liar.  He  aUia  uititahh 
that,  for  fixteea  years  together,  he  never  rofe  from  taUe  b- 
tisficd,  as  imagininK  that  a  &1II  meal  would  diiqutlily  ^ 
bodi  for  fludy  and  devotion.  We  are  informed,  that  wfaca 
Iu>  mother  was  with  child  of  bim,  &e  dreamed  that  the  pinct 
Jupiter  fltU  out  of  her  womb  into  Egjpu  and  that  a  piRof 
It  paflial  from  thence  into  fevcral  other  regions ;  fros  whcKt 
the  intcrpKten  of  dceatiu,  whom  ihe  confultcd  on  thii  oc- 
calion,  inferred,  that  fhc  fhould  be  brought  to  bed  of  a  ioD 
who  ftauld  firft  inArud  the  Egyptimnt  in  all  kinds  of  ufehit 
knowledge,  and  afterwards  impart  the  fame  inflrufUoa  to 
other  nations.  He  wrote  a  book  upon  the  FbundadoM  of^&»- 
ifiiti  which  comprized  all  the  eflbntials  both  of  the  civil  uA 
canon  law  of  tlw  MtfUmt ;  as  alfe  two  others,  one  of  i^vk 
was  intitkd  Smmflj  or  Smiaii,  and  ^^  other  Afffnadt  "P"" 
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the  Taaie  fubjed.  His  doftrini  wu  held  in  fuch  lii{t^  le* 
pute  amongft  the  Samiitf  iir  the  time  of  Sahdin,  tbat  b» 
foundeil  a  college  at  Caira,  or  ^/  Kahiraby  in  which  [|» 
other  vtw  perinitced  to  be  tai^ht.  The  magnificent  moTquc 
and  college  created  at  Htr^  in  Kitrejaa  by  Gayathi^ddia, 
ch  ird  AeJ^iti  of  the  GaurtMn  dynafly,  wai  appropriated  to  the  kIc 
of  the  do^on  of  Ji  Sbefti's  led  :  and  the  do^on  of  the  citf 
of  Farabt  or  Fariab,  in  the  TranfoxanOf  according  to  an  caflem 
wricer  of  good  note,  were  all  of  the  lame  femimcnts.  There 
is  a  hilloiy  of  tbele  dolors,  or  foUowen  of  M  Sbaftty  that 
bears  the  title  <rf  Tbabeiat  M  Sbaftiatt  in  which  they  are 
raided  in  different  chilTu,  The  Shiftiits  were  formerly  Ifread 
into  Maviera'hakr,  and  other  parts  eafiwaid,  but  arc  at  pr&> 
lent  almiA  intirely  confined  to  Arabia.  With  regard  to  the 
J^^ai  traditions,  it  ii  laid  that  Al  Sbttft'i  received  them  from 
Maltc  Ebn  Jtu,  and  traofnittcd  them  to  Ztbari.  For,  it  i» 
looked  upon  aa  a  point  of  no  fmall  importance  by  the  Af»- 
bamaudofu  to  know  the  canal  by  which  thofc  traditions,  that 
deduced  their  GMiEce  from  the  prophet  himfelf,  have  been  coo- 
Teyed  down  to  them.  We  muft  not  fbrzet  to  inform  our 
nadera,  that  JJJari  Ebn  AlHakim  likewUe  departed  this  life  in 
BpPU  over  which  country  he  had  been  fent  by  Al  Mam^  to 
,  preude,^  and  was  fucceadea  then  by  his  Ion  MabaoMud  Abu- 
mfr,  the  prefcnt  year  '. 

in  the  205tbyear  of  thc^f/ra,comawncing  Juu  17th,  8aO,  Tbipr*^ 
oothing  very  matciial  happuied  in  the  MeJUm  empires  >>  ^^  ^***.'i 
aa  can  tecoUefied  from  the  oriental  hiflorians.   We  are  told,  ?^*^ 
however,  that  AlAfam^Hy  now  finding  himfelf  in  peaceable  "•^™|* 
pofleJBon  of  die  Khalifat,  confurrd  this  year  upon  Thaha-y  ^^m^ 
and  hif  ddcendents,  the  government  of  Khera^H,  with  almoft  ho^^ 
4n  ablolatc  and  unlimited  power,  in  order  to  recompedce  the  „„^^^ 
i^nal  farvicea  done  him  by  that  general.     SomeoftheeaAem  a^j^^;,^^  ' 
writers  aUb  relate,  that  Al  Sh^ti  was  alive,  and  continued  to 
propagate  his  dodrine,.  as  ufual,  throughout  the  irilolc  couiie 
of  the  pieleflt  year '. 

Thi  following  year,  being  the  ao6th  of  the  U^a,  Mo-  Al  Ba-     , 
iammtd  Abtmajr  Ebn  AJari,    lieutenant  of  Eg^t  died  at  *""  *« 
A/*>,  or  Ai  F^aty  and  was  fuccecdod  by  his  brother  Ah.  ^^*T^ 
iaIiA  Ebn  Affari^  whofc  pictenfions  to  the  government  were  "^     ""•? 

•  Abu  Jaapak  Ai-Tabar.  AlMakim,  nblfap.  KitoRSi* 
ma,  Grso.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Ban  Khalbcan,  Al  Za-. 
rARANi,  apod  PocDckiam.  in  not.  ad  fpec.  hift.  Arab.  p.  206,  oc 
et  ipfe  Pac.  ibid.  Al  Gbazali.  Vide  ctiam  D'Hirbil.  Biblloth. 
orient,  art.  Seiafii^,  p.  766.  et  Poc.  obi  fup.  p.  197,  39;— 297. 

'  Khokdihir,  D'Hbrbbl.  Bibltoch.  orient.  P-54Sr  f4°>  ^  ' 
alib.  £bh  SHonnA,!!,  A«t.  I^osa  AlTawahkh,  Poc.  obifop. 
p.  296, 
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nafr  Ebn  foppofted  by  the  foldicry.     The  fame  year,  Jl  Hatem  Eim 

heui4l!t.HeJham  Ebn  jthttalrahman,  of  the  houfc  of  Ommiyah,  kif^ 

of  Spain,  or  mher  the  weAern  Khalif,  IHccwifc  departed  thi* 

■    ]ifc  at  Ccrduba,  or  Cordova,  in  the  2^th  year  of  his*  reign. 

He  iefc  behind  him  nineteen  Tons  and  tvrenn-ooe  daughter,  - 

and  was  futceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon  Jtb^alrahmdn^  then  about 

fon^-one  years  of  age.     Dticing  fome  of  the  laft  years  of  jH 

/foi^m's  reign,  the  C*ritf;(j«j,  animated  by  the  diflcnilons  diat 

reigned  in  the  Mofltm  part  of  Spain,  took  Barcelona  and  other 

ptaces,  and  committed  dreadful  ravages  in  their  dominions. 

However,  an  end  being  put  to  tbofe  diflenfions,   Ai  Hattm 

was  making  preparations  for  war,  in  order  to  recover  the 

places  that  had  been  loft,  when  he  was  furprized  by  deadi. 

But  an  accurate  and  particular  account  of  the  MeJUm  tranlac- 

tions  in  Spain,  during  this  period,  has  not  been  handed  down 

to  us  by  any  of  either  the  eaftern  or  wcftem  hiftorians  '. 

Jit  ion  The  next  year,  being  the  zo^th  year  of  the  MiAammi- 

ati'oiif*     </ii'n  icra;  that  renowned  general  Tbaher  Ebn  Hefaa  died  at 

Thaher     Jl^grA  in  Kheraf'in,  after  he  had  been  two  years  govenwr  of 

Ebollo-  that  va ft  province.     He  was  liberal,  prudent,  magnanimous, 

^"''  and  brave,  and  had  all  the  great  qualities  requifite  to  form  a 

confummate  general.     He  is  faid,  by  ^bu  yaafar  Al  Taberi, 

to  have  given  an  Arab  poet  300,000  dinars  for  a  few  vcrfea  he  . 

brought  him,  intended  as  a  panegyric  upon  fbme  of  his  heroic- 

anions;  and  to  have  told  him,  thathc  would  have  madehim 

ftill  a  larger  prefent,  had  his  verfes  been  more  numerous. 

This  Thaher  Ebn  Hafein,  according  to  fome  of  the  oriental 

authors,  was  the  founder  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Thahfriansi 

for  a  particular  account  of  which,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer 

our  curious  readers  to  the  Ptrftan  hiftorians.     It  appears  ixaat 

Cedrtnus,  that  the  Mojitms  of  Spain  had  landed  a  body  of 

*     troops  in  CrtU,  defeated  the  imperial  forces  fent  againft  them, 

and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  at  lealj  a  confiderable  part  of 

A^tfrdiug  that  iHand,  before  the  prefent  year  ^. 

tajameau-      We   meet  with  no  remarkable  events  in  the  year  of  the 

t^ri,M    fJrjro  2n8,  recorded  by  the  eaftern  hiftorians  ;  unlefs  we  wUl 

Shaft!       admit,  that  the  famous  Abu  Miallah  Mohammed  Ehn  EJrii 

**"  "        Ehri  Al  .■^bhas  Ebn  Othman  Ehn  ShSfei,  furnamcd  Al  Sha/ei, 

who,  according  to  fome,  was  born  in  Yaman,  and  of  whom 

wc  have  already  given  a  patticiilar  account,  died  this  year,  as 

certain  authors  pretend  B> 

*  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar,  At  Maein,  ubi  fup.  Rodeoc. 
ToLET*s.  ubi fap.  c.  xxiv,  p.^i.ai.  D'HeuBBi-.Biblioth. ori- 
ent, p.  9.  '  Abw  Jaafak  AlTabab.  At  MAKiM.nbr 

fop.  p.    135.     Aut.   LOEB   ALTAWARIKH.KHONDEMm.    D'Htlt- 

BEL.  Biblioih.  orient,  p.  545,1017,101 8.«  alib.  Georo.  CevRiN; 
dbifup.  p.  508  --511.  *  Al  Ghazali,-  Poc.  inwn.i4 

fpec.  hiit,  Arab.  p.  296, 197.  ^' 
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In  the  year  of  the  Htjra  209,  nothing  remarkable  hap<  AM'allah 
pcncd  in  the  eaftern  territories  of  the  Mefitms;  at  leaft  ao  "l>'li 
material  event  has  been  mentioned  as  happening  there  at  this  ogainfi 
time  by  any  of  the  moft  celebrated  Arab  hidorians.     How-^^'^'" 
ever,  it  appears  probable  from  id^iV  of  7e/^<ak,  that  </iifW- "*■?*" '^ 
Jaby  Ai  Hahm'i  uncle,  who  had  refided  many  years  at  Vu-^'^ 
Unaa,  about  this  ve_ry  time  rebelled  againft  Ahialrahmm,  that 
prince's  fon,  who  was  thea  fettled  upon  the  Moflem  thron* 
in  Spain.  But  Abd'alrahman  marched  againfl  him,  difperfed  th« 
troops  he  bad  afleTDbled,  and  forced  hiAi  to  betake  himfelf  ta 
a  precipitate  flight ;  a  few  days  ^fter  which  defeat  Abd'aliah 
expired.     The  rebellion  being  thus  extlnguifhed,  Abialrah- 
nmn  ordered  Ab^fallah'a  wives  and  children  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  and  very  liberally  fupplied  them  with  every  thin^ 
they  flood  in  need  of.     He  likewife  ordained,  that,  for  thefu- 
turc,  children  fliould  always -inherit  their  parents  eftates  and- 
cfFe^s;  and  that  thefe  Should  never  devolve  to  brothers  and, 
£flers,  or  other  near  relations,  and  much  lefs  to  perfons  <^ 
another  family,  when  iiTuc  was  left  by  the  deceafed,  a&  had  ■ 
Iboietimcs  formerly  happened  amongft  the  Mojlims  in  Spain  ^. 

Th£  following  year,  being  the  2ioth'of  the  MoMm  icra,IbnhiiiL 
beginning  April  24th,   825,    Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Mobdi  wasEbnAl' 
taken  in  women's  cloaths  by  night,  together  with  two  of  hisMobdi 
-wives,  in  the  latter  Rabi,  after  he  had  lain  concealed  nmp^dtuid 
feven  years.     The  centry  they  attempted  to  pafs,  who  was  xah  ^^{ 
Ethiopian,  aflted  them  who  they  we;c,  and  what  they  didKhalit- 
there  at  fo  unfeafonable  an  hour  ?     The  anfwer  returned  by 
^braf>im  Ebn  AlUdebdi  not  being  fatisfa£tory,  the  centiy  car- 
ried them  all  three  before  the  officer  then  upon  duty ;  who  or- 
dering Ibrahim'i  face  to  be  uncovered,  his  beard  immediately 
appeared.     This  induced  the  officer  to  fend  him  under  an 
cfcorte  to  the  Khalifi  palace,  where  he  continued  till  the  next 
morning  under  arrelt ;  and  being  then  brought  before  Al  Ma-  • 
m&ny  that  prince  not  only  pardoned  him,  but  admitted  him 
likewife  to  his  entertainments,  and  made  him  a  prelent  of  ten 
thoufand  Undri.     As  the  particulars  of  the  conference  held 
between  Ibrahim  and  the  Khalif,on  this  occafion,  have  been 
related  at  large  by  Al  Maktn,  we  fhall  not  tnfert  them  here, 
but  refer  our  curious  readers  to  that  author  himfelf  for  their 
farther  faiisfadtioivin  this  matter.     This  year  Al  Adamin  con- 
ferred the  government  of  Egypt  upon  Aid'aBah  Ebn  Tbdbtr 
Ebn  HofiiH ;  who,  towards  the  clofe-  of  it,  fet  otft  for  that 
country  from  Baghdad,  in  order  to  fix  his  refidence  there '. 

^  RoDERic.ToLBTAH.ubifup.  D'Hekbel.  abifnp.  £.9. 
■  Gbio.  Abu'L'Faraj,  ubi  fup,    Abv  Jaa'ak  Al  Tabar.. 
Afc  Makij)j  ubJ  fup.  p.  135,  136. 
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7'fvMof>     ThA  next  Tear,  bting  (he  iitth  of  die  A^,  coiini£ne> 
kms  AiU^  ing  ^^V  13th,  82&,  Ab£atiah  Ebn  TUbrr  Bbm  tbfnm  w 
ttriom  ia  x'mA  m  Egypty  aitcf >  ill  the  month  (if  tfw  fiiraier  JEo^  ei^ 
Spaiit.      ^tered  opon  the  govemfttent  there.    After  tbt  zidofion  of  Jt- 
(teSlah  Ehi  Jffarif  he  aHbr  appointed  AyM  Ebn  Ibrahim  fa« 
f7^.     Al>out  this  tirhe,  AMaUtetriin  retook  BaraUti*  fiaai 
th«  Ohrtfthmt  in  5^t»,  and  reduced  the  other  places  the  ii^ 
ItTiU  had'  loft,  during  the  continuance  of  their  htte-dtflctafiOM. 
The  KhaUfVkxm^K  fiwbad  all  his  fulncds  to  mxfec  hoaoof' 
able  mention  of  A^i^wijak,  (he  firft  KhaS^  of  the  hoofe  of 
Ommyahy  and  to  prefer  Him  Kt  any  of  (be  prophet'^  compa- 
nions, the  fafmc  year  >". 
Vbe  Arabi     ^N  the  2 1  ithycar  of  the  Heira,  begiDniitg  jfyri/  2d,  827, 
mnit  a  df-  Abj^aiyj  Ebn  Thaher  Ebn  Htpnn  removed  ^ad  Ebn  Hrahm 
fttnt  in     from  the  high  office  of  Vifir^  and  fabfiinitcd  in  bra  room  ija 
Sicily.       Ebn  Trad.     ThcXJn-W'likewife,  this  year,  comrnwided  fait 
fbble^  to  admit  M  Ehtt  Abtt  Tilkb  to  have  been  the  nnC 
excellent  of  all  men,  except  ^jMirmM/d  This  happened  in  die 
month  of  the  former  Rahi.  Nay,  it  feftns  probaUe  from  Jb* 
JaafirAlTabari,  t\iM  Ati:KhaIif^Mam^,xt  this  time,  iSEad 
out  a  public  ediifl,  declaring  the  Korin  (o  be  creaCtd,  whid 
was  confhtned  by  hb  foccclbn  jftA46ta/im  and  jfi  fFetMi 
who  whipr,  imprifoned,  and  put  to  death,  thoft  of  die  ooo- 
trary  opinion.     But,  at  lengdi,  jfl  Atotaitakliely  who  fbccceded 
jff  fydthek,  put  an  end  to  thefe  perfccutions,  l^  reVDUcgtbtf 
Ibrmcredi^,  relexfingthofe  that  were  imprifoned  on  that  ac- 
count, and  leaving  every  man  at  liberty  as  to  his  belief  in  tfu) 
point.     We  muft  not  forget  to  obferre,  that  the  ^^^cosjf^ 
urns  made  2  ddcent  in  Sicily  about  the  middk  of  die  moniliof 
yufyy  the  prefent  year  '. 
fZfKha-       The  following  year,  being  the  2 1 7th  of  tht  Mtlummedal 
lif  af-      era,  the  KbaHf  m  Mam&n  ntnovei  dbdaSab  Ebn  Thibii' 
ftinti  tiua  from  the  govcrnnuent  of  Egypt,  and  fcnt  his  brother  jIt  Mt^ 
miyw go-     tafem  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  govwnment  of  that  couatiy, 
^^of'^/aiid  Syria.  He  aMb  appointed  his  ibn  Al  AbhdsXa  prefideofcr 
fnvimtti.  J^fj'gpotamia,  and  fome  of  the  nei^bouring  province*.    He 
Rkewife  made  a  prefent  to  each  of  the  new  gpvem'ors,  as  wefl 
fts  to  Ahiallah  Ebn  ThOher,  of  500,000  ^nert  ■*, 

'  A»v  J* AFAR  Al  Tabar.  ALMAxnt,  iibif«p.p.  i^.Siovi 
TotiTA-v.  ubifup'.  D'HeRiSL.  Hbi  fup.  p,  9.  Ism.  AairLFiB. 

'  Chronic.  Sicul.  ab  anno  Christi  8x7,  ad  aaniun  Chkisti 
963.  ex  codice  Arabico  CaDtabiJgicnf.  edit,  i  Joabhb  BArrisT*. 
Carusio.  in  hill,  Saraccaico-Sicul.  var.  moaumeoi.  &c.  p.  {• 

■  Abu  Jaaf&k.  Al  Tabak.  Al  Maxim,  nbi  fup.  p.  i}& 
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lNtheii4thyear  of  the  Htjra,  nothing  very  materkHiap-  Thfo;^- 
peatA  in  the  eaftern  provinces  of  the  empire ;  but  the  we({em  ttr»  Mof- 
Af»fttmt  in  Africa  carried  on  great  military  preparations.  In  \mtfn. 
onJerto  make  another  dercent  in  Sidfy.    Nay,  according  to /'^«*- 
Ibme  authors,  about  this  time,  they  took  and  deftroyed  the  "^'^'»- 
city  of  SeltHiu,  in  that  ifland.     The  wcftern  MeJUms  y/ei^  "^Vf"  '/ 
now  gromi  in  a  manner  independent  on  the  Khalif.     Ibrahim  *'^"/* 
Mhm  Aelab^  wbohad  been  fent  governor  into,  the  wcflern  parts 
of  jifrtea  by  the  KbaEf  Harin  Al  Ra/hid,  in  the  year  of  the 
Jiefra  184^  aflbmcd  to  himfelf  almoft  an  ahfolute  power  in 
that  country,  and  coriquered  a  large  extent  of  territory  for 
himfelf  and  his  defcendants ;  over  which  they  prefided  as  fo- 
vereign  princes  about  112  years.     It  appears  fiom  Abulftda^ 
that  Al  Mam&tt  received  Abu  Dolaf,  one  of  his  brother  Al 
jImMi  friends,  into  favour,    and  appointed  Abd'allah  Ebn 
Thabtr  to  preiidc  over  Kharafdn,  the  prcfent  year  ". 

The  next  year,  being  the2i5th  of  the//*;'™,  Ai  MamSrt  Tie  Kbz- 
afiembied  a  powerful  army,  in  order  to  undertake  an  expedi-  Kfinvada 
lion  againft  the  imperial  territories.     Having  finifbed  his  mili-  tbtiirri- 
taiy  preparations,  he  fet  out  from  £<rf ;&i£i</,  at  the  head  of  his  "^''^€^ 
numerous  forces,  on  the  27th  day  of  Al Mtharram^  and  made  '^'Greet 
himfclf  maftcr  of  a  fortrefs  called  Karra  by  Abu  Jocfar  At*''t*^^ 
Tabarii  which  he  ordered  to  be  difmantled.     He  alio  pol^ 
feflcd  himlelf  of  feveral  other  places  of  ftrength,  and  then 
inarched  to  Damafcut.     Abu  Solimin  Al  Darattt,  a  perfon  of 
uncommon  fandity,  Maiii  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Balkbif  one  of 
AlBtibarPt  doSors,  and  Abu  ZiidSeid,  a  famous  gramma- 
aian  and  philologer,  accordifig  to  Abulfeda^  died  this  year  o. 

Ths  following  year,  being  the  2i  6th  of  the  Mt/Um  zra,  g^J  maht 
jfl  Mam&n  received  advice,  that  the  Grtti  emperor  had  put  enuiir 
about  1600  of  the  citizens  of  Tarfui  and  Al  Majjiyab  in  Ciiida  irrufiim 
to  the  fword.     To  revenge  which  affront,  he  took  pofl  with  a  »'*  ikrm 
formidable  army  before  a  considerable  Chrijiian  town,  which  tbt/flletti- 
immediately  furrendered  to  him.  From  thence  he  deUched  his  i'gjtar. 
brother  Al  Mitajtm  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  penetrate  farther 
into  the  imperial  tetritories ;  who  made  himlelf  mafter  of  no 
lefs  than  thirty  of  the  enemy's  caftles.  He  alfo  fent  Yahja  Ein 
AStm  with  another  detachment  to  7aV)aba ;  who  carried  the 


place  by  ftorm,  laid  a  great  part  of  it  in  alhes,  and  then  returned 
to  the  army,  which  loon  after  marched  to  Damaftus.  0mm 
Jaefar  Zeltida,  Al  Amtt^s  mother,  died  the  prelcnt  year.  In 


"  £b«  Shohkar,  GeoRO.  CedrIh.  nbifi^.  p.  {12,  ;ij.  Zo> 
KAK.  p.  171.  Vide  etiamjOAM. Baptist.  Carus.  Saracenicar.  r.-r. 
inSicil.  gefiar.  <pit.  S7.  Panormi,  1720.  Isu.  Abulfep.  nbi  fup. 

•  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makik,  ubi  fup.  p.  137. 
Abulpid.  in  chron.  ad~an.  Hey.  215- 
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the  month  of  Dhu'lhajje,  the  Khallf^iit  hrmreif  at  tbehcad  «f 
the  troops  to  lie  employrd  in  the  Egyptian  expedition  P. 
Al  Ma-         On  Friday  the  feventh  (iay  of  the  month  A!  Mtberram,  m 
■nun  r/-    the  year  of  the  ffejra  217,  commencing  fii.  7th,  831,  JI 
iitcaiht    Mamun  entered  EgypU  and  foon  after  sttackcd  the  dttrf 
tUy  1^     ^Taima,  probably  the  picfcnt  Tamiea,  with  all  te  fortes.  H»^ 
Tatua.     ing  oWigedit  to  furrentJer,  he  carried  away  vith  him  all  the 
'iiiliabitapts  prifuncrs;  and,  towards  the  cfofe  of  the  idcbA 
Sfifar,  departed  out  of  SgypU  talcing  the  route  of  DtwafpOf 
where  he  arrived  in  due  time,  wnhout  having  faBaiDcd  ai^ 
.  confideraMe  loli.     ?oon  aitcr  hb  arrival  here,  he  reccifed  a 
letter  from  a  member  of  the  hottfe  of  Ommijah  in  Spia,  with 
anaccountithat^frwi^ifumamcdi^/^rmir,  had  bid  a  tiO' 
fure  under  fome  pillars  at  Htbran:  uptHi  which,  fercral  la- 
bourers were  fen^  by  the  KhaUfi  order,  to  difcover  tbera; 
who,  amangll  other  things,  dug  op  a  great  iramber  of  chefti 
filled  with  to,odowaiftco2ts,  the  extremities  oFwhofeflena 
were  greafed  in  a  moft  filthy  manner.    For,  MtnoSm  haiiag 
been  extremely  fond  of  fheeps  kidneys,  and  a  moft  Tocaciodi 
glutton,  he  uled  to  tear  that  part  out  of  the  carcafe»  of  the  ani- 
mal, when  roafted  whole,  with  his  own  hand ;  by  which  mem 
he  fo  fmeared  the  extremities  of  the  aforcfaid  garment's  fleera, 
that  he  could  never  afterwards  wear  it.     However,  be  ahnp 
depoflced  It  in  a  cheft,  with  others  in  the  fame  cotidition,  pre- 
pared for  that  purpofe,  and  put  on  a  dean  one  in  the  room  d 
it ;  at  Icaft  this  was  the  account  of  the  matter  given  now  to 
'the  Khalif  Al  MamHit  by  the  celebrated  dodor  A/  jf/kai. 
Which  if  we  admit,  we  muft  of  courfe  oonchide,  that  M. 
D'Herheht,  or  rather  the  author  he  follows,  is  guilty  of  a  miT- 
take,  when  he  makes  this  .,^(7/  to  have  died  in  thesisih,  ot 
2i6th,  year  of  the  i/^™.     The  A:fci///,  if  we  will  bdieve 
jtiu  Jaafar  Al  Tabariy  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  piece  of  in- 
telligence, that  be  made  a  prefent  of  all  thofe  garments  to  the 
pcrfon  he  was  obliged  to  for  it ;  who  fold  them,  as  curiofibcs, 
for  a  fum  amounting  to  10,000  din&rt  1. 
Ttcerdfl-     AlMamon  undertook  the  j^c^tion  expedition,  in  order  to 
Jreiu  ia      fupprels  the  rebellion  of  the  Al  Bimaida,  or  the  dcfCendants  of 
£gvpt.      forty"  (as  the  name  imports  in  Coptic)  Chrifiitnu  <rf  good 
'  note,  who  made  a  confiderablc  figure  when  the  M»jUmi  frfl 
conquered  Egypt.    Theft  Al  Bimaida,  who  were  in  all  likeli- 
'  hood  fcatcd  at  Taima,  Tcfufed  to  pay  the  tribute  ufiially  cz- 
y  Abw  Jaafaa  Al  Tabar.    Al  Maeih,  obi  fup.  p.  ij;. 
Abvlfed.  ia  chron.  ad  iD.Hej.aid.     Gold  not.  ad  Alfragaa. 
p.  185,  a86,  287,  293—196.  1  Abw  Jaafa«  Ai 

Tahar.  AtMAKiB.ubi  fup.  p.  IJ7.  Grio.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubt 
fup.  p.  244,  14;.  Pocockb's  defer iptlon  of  the  £all,  vol.  i.  p.  jlS. 
Load.  174J.  £vTvcii.  ubi  fop.  p.  428—431. 
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«^ed  by  the  MeJUms  of  thore  who  profers  the  Chrifiian  reli- 
gion :  upon  which,  Al  Mamin  and  his  brother  ^fi  Motafem 
i:narcbcd  againft  tbcin  with  an  aimy  into  Egypty  in  the  ycai  of 
Theliejrazij,  imiiely  defeated  them,  put  mai)y  of  them  to  the 
fword,  difpcrleiJ  the  reft,  and  carried  away  thir'ir  women  and 
children  prifonentoZftf/Micf.  ^/^nm^nhimfclf,  being  highly 
plealiMl  with  the  fuccefs  that  attended  his  army  in  this  expedi- 
tion, inade  »  ttiumphuit  entry  into  Me/r  and  AlFaJlLt  on  the 
ibunecntb  day  of  the  numtb  Safar^  and  departed  out  of  E^t 
in  the  former  Rabi^  the  fame  year,  according  to  Ebn  Batriky 
or  Butydnia ;  tho*  theic  particulars  are  pafled  over  in  filence 
by  other  wiiten.  The  JtSa/i^likcwife,  during  bis  re/idencc 
in  Bgfft,  the  prefent  year,  eredled  a  tower,  or  cafllc,  on 
mount  Al  Mtkattamy  vhich  he  called  Kabbat  Al  Hawa-,  tht 
t»wtr.»f  dtfirt ;  and  permitted  two  of  the  gentlemen  of  bis 
bcd-chatnher,  who  were  Chri^iani,  to  build  a  church,  dcno- 
BPinated  fiift  fipm  them  tbe  church  of  the  twv  gentlemen  af  tht 
ktd-tbamhtr^  and  afterwards  the  church  of  the  Afz/oini,  upon 
a  Ibot  of  ground  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  it.  He  alfo  erei5)ed 
a  Jaiietu,  Miii^t,  or  meafuring  pillar,  in  order  to  determine  ' 
tbeg^iul  incrcafe  of  the  M'2r,  at  S6urat,  a  place  belonging 
to  tne  vill^e  of  Banbamitiah^  '\t\  the  country  of  Al  Sa'id,  The- 
hais,  Qi  the  upper  Egypt ;  and  repaired  another  of  thdfe  pillars 
St  Aiitfimt  in  the  fame  region,  which  was  gone  greatly  to  de- 
cay* Some  years  before  the  late  rcbelJJon  of  the  Al Bima'idie, 
jfl  Sari  fix  A^ariy  Ebn  AlHaiem,sui6  his  fan  Mehammed  Ehn 
Al  Sarif  or  AJ/ari,  Ebn  Al  Hakem,  bad  withdrawn  their  allegi- 
ance from  the  KJaolXf,  and  ulurped  the  government  of  Egypt ; 
but  all  the  commotions  there  were  appeafcd  by  Abd'aliah  tbn 
Tbaber,  or  Obii^alUib-  Ebn  Tbafur,  as  he  is  named  by  Euty~ 
ehiuiy  lent  into  Egypt  by  Al  MamAn  far  that  purpofc,  whn 
feized.upon  all  the  treafures  amalTcd  by  ihofe  ufurpers,  and  ' 

ordered  them  to  be  conduced  to  Baghdad.  This  Abd'alhh 
lUcewife  obuined  a  permillion  from  the  Khalif  to  annex  the 
palace  of  Dot  Al  Rami,  or  Ddr'l  Ramly  to  the  great  mofque  at 
jMefr.  With  regud  to  mount  AlMnkattamt  we  mull  beg  leave 
to  obferve,  that  it  confilb  of  a  ridge  of  mountains  extending 
to  the  .eaflern  put  of  Al  Sa'Sd,  or  Tbtbais ;  for  a  l^rther  ac- 
wunt  of  which,  aa  well  as  of  mount  Al  Teilamsny  appertain- 
ing to  ^  weilern  part  of  that  tra6t,  our  curious  readers  may 
have  rwourle  to  Yiiii  Ebn  Ahdellab  Al  Homathiy  ijinad 
Abuifida^  and  the  left  of  the  oriental  geogr;ipben  '. 

'  EtiTTCH.  obi  flip.  p.  410,411,428 4)2.  AbuJaafar 

AlTabak.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  GoLnnot.  adAIfragan.  p. 
100,  iOi,&«.  VakutEbhAbd'allah  Al  H*m*thi,  Abui- 
riD.'&c.    Sec  alfo  SuAw'i  phybc  and  miftclian.  obfuvationt  in 

Kgypt.  p-  433 436.  &c. 
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W^Khs-      The  fame  year, the  Khalifm^At  another  imqttionintoAe 
Dfmuijn   imper'ul  territories,  invefted  ^»/^,  and  pufhed  thefi^eof 
M  irriif-  that  fortrefs  with  the  utmoll  vigour  for  an  hundred  daj^  tocc- 
titmiKit    ther;  hut  bting  obliged  to  return  home,  heieft /Qtfy  orQ^ 
tbtimff-    ^/^^  his  general,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  empiojtd 
nattirn-  jjj  (|,jj  expedition,  to  continue  the  fiege.    That  commaadcr 
*^'"'       was  fo  little  upon  his  guard,  that  he  was  furprized  by  a  pai^ 
of  the  garifon,  who  rallied  out  of  the  town,  took  him  prifeae^ 
and,  after  a  detention  of  eight  days,  fent  him  back  to  Ae 
Mojlim  camp;    In  the  mean  time,  TbeapbiluSy  the  Gretl  cn- 
peror,  advanced  with  a  powerful  army  to  force  the  Arah  gc> 
iieral  to  raifc  the  fiege;  of  whofe  motions  the  KhaSf  bciag 
apprized,  he  haflened  with  a  numerous  body  of  troopc  to  the 
relief  of  his  forces  before  LMua.     But  Tkeepbi/m  receivW 
advice,  that  the  whole  ^rci  army,  commanded  by  the  JCiw» 
himfelf,  was  inarching  to  attack  him,  he  immeant^j  drew 
off;  not  thinking  it  proper  at  thit  time  to  hazard  a  ba^ 
with  fo  potent  an  enemy.     This  (6  intimidated  the  bcfieged; 
that  they  opened  their  gates  to  Ajlf,  vrichout  giving  Mm  any 
farther  trouble,  and  wcr«  uken  under  the  Kbaitfa  protedioa 
TVe  rauft  not  foi^  to  obferve,  that  the  Jfriran  Meflaa 
landed  a  body  of  troops  in  Sieffy  the  preceding  year,  and  ma^  - 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  city  of  MeJJma  there.     They  put 
Thtodstut^  the  commandant,  who  probably  made  a  viKoroos 
defence,  to  the  fword ;  and  plundered  Lipari^  called  Lipara 
bythe  antients,  the  chief  of  the  MeHan  or  Ftilamiam  iOamh, 
on  the  coafl  of  Sicily,  about  the  fame  time.  Thefe  advant^c* 
fo  animated  them,  that  they  advanced  to  Paturmur,  or  Pa- 
lerme,  laid  liege  to  that  city,  and,  without  any  great  difficulty, 
poflelTed  themfelves  of  it,  the  preftnt  year.     S  appear?  from 
Abulftda,  that  the  Grttk  emperor  made  feme  overtures  for  an 
accommodation  to  'dxt  Kbalif,  after  the  rcdudion  kA  LmHa\ 
and  that  the  terms  of  peace  offered  at  this  time  by  the  &n- 
Jiian  monarch  were  re)e£tcd  by  that  prince '. 
Al  Ma-         THE  objea  of  M  Man^yfa  laft  expedition  into  Egyp^  ac- 
fflQui/in.  cording  tofomeof  the  caflern  hiflorians,  was  theredudtonof 
the  rebel  Aydus^  who  had  revolted  againft  the  Kbatif,  and  be- 
gan to  grow  formidable  there ;  which  having  effeded,  he  pe- 
netrated into  the  territories  of  the  Grid  emperor,  advanced  to 
Tar/us  in  Cilicia^  and  took  fourteen  or  fifteen  towns  from  the 
Chrijiians  in  that  tra^.     Having  finifhed  this  expedition,  he 
moved  at  the  head  of  his  forces  cowards  Baghdad ;  and,  in  bis 
,  march,  incamped  upon  the  banks  of  the  Badandin,  or  rather, 
•  Grbo.  Abu'l-Faia],  ubi  fup.  p.  144,.  Aay  Jaafak  Al  Ta- 
bar.    Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.    Cod- Arab.  Cantabrigtcnf.  et  Joah. 
Baptkt.  Cakui.  ubi  fup.  p.  5.  ec  in  Saracen,  rer.  cpit.  p.  88. 
IsM.  /^BVLFED.inhift.  gen.  Ave  chronic,  ad  an.  Uej.  117. 


"8'^ 


C «.  The  Hifiery  ef  the  Ax^:  1^0%  ' 

as  rorge  of  the  oriental  writers  will  have  It*  near  the  fource 
of  that  rjver.  Here  he  and  his  brother  yliu  IJhai  Al  Muta- 
y«]n  one  day  went  into  the  water;  after  which,  admiring  the 
clearnefs  and  fielhnels  of  tlie  flream,  he  could  not  forbear 
faying  to  his  counicrs,  "  Nothing  would  give  a  better  telilh 
*'  to  the  water  of  this  river  than  fome  of  the  fre(h  dates  of 
•'  Axad."  Which  words  were  fcarce  out  of  his  mouth,  when 
it  was  told  him,  that  Tome  iaulcs  were  arrived  with  a  confi- 
derablc  quantity  of  thoTe  duties  in  the  camp.  This  tallying 
with  the  Khalifs  prcfent  appetite,  he  ate  fa  immoderately  of 
tbera,  and  afterwards  drank  fuch  vafl  draught)  of  the  water  of 
the  Badandiin,  that  a  violent  fever  immediately  enfued,  which 
put  a  penod  to  his  days  on  the  nineteenth,  (h-,  according  to 
jftul/edat  the  eighteenth,  of  the  month  Rajeb,  in  the  year  of 
the  ti^ra  218.  We  are  told  by  Ahu'lFaraj^  that,  a  little  be- 
fore hu  death,  he  deprived  his  brother  M  Kafem  Al  Mutamen 
of  the  right  to  the  fuccellion  that  had  been  conferred  upon  him 
hy  his  fiuher  Harun  Al  RajbSd,  and  declared  his  other  brother 
Mu  Ifiak  Al  Mataftm  his  only  lawful  heir  |  tho'  this  evint  is 
faid  to  have  )iappened  before  AlMomUn'a  laft  expedition  into 
Cilicia  by  other  hiftoriana.  As  foon  as  this  affair  was  fettled, 
be  apprized  the  provinces  of  it  by  a  letter,  figned  by  himfelf 
and  his  fucceflbr  Abu  IJhak  Al  Mitafim  Ebn  liar&n  M  Rafiiid, 
which  he  difpatched  to  the  goverciors  of  them  at  their  re- 
ipe^ve  reftdencffs,  with  all  polTible  expedition.  When  he 
was  at  the  point  of  death,  his  phyGcian  Eba  Majawaih 
approached  him*  and  another  perfon,  who  defired  him  to 
make  a  confe^n  of  his  faith,  or  to  communicate  his  re- 
li^ous  lentiments  to  the  people  about  him.  But  his  fpcech 
failing  him,  he  could  only  fay,  "  O  thou  who  never  diefl, 
**  ha*c  mercy  upon  me  now  dying !"  After  which,  he  al- 
moft  iiiunediately  expired,  and  was  carried  to  Tarfus,  whero 
his  fon  Al  Abbas  and  his  brother  AlMitafim  buried  him  in  the 
houfe  oi  Khukan,ant  ai  Harun  Al  Rajhifs  favourite  eunuchs. 
Some  writers  relate,  that  the  aArologers  foretold  bis  death 
(bould  happen  at  a  place  called  Raiia,  or  Arrakia;  and  that 
as  foon  as  he  was  informed  by  the  people  about  him,  that  the 
town,  or  village,  upon  the  Badandun,  where  he  lay  fick, 
went  by  that  name,  he  expe^ed  there,  in  conformity  to  their 
predi&on,  to  meet  with  his  approaching  fate.  The  fame 
year  in  which  he  died,  he  ordered  }Jhak  Ebn  Ibrahim,  the  go* 
vernoi  of  BagbdJd,  to  oblige  the  judges  and  mallera  of  tradi- 
tion* to  alTert  the  creation  of  the  Koran ;  and  to  punifli,  with 
the  utmoft  rigour  and  fevcrity,  all  who  Should  prcfuhic  to 
maintain  the  contrary  opinion.  Amongft  other  delinquents, 
who  incurred  the  Khaiifs  difpleafure  on  this  occafion;  a  ce- 
lebrated Arab  biflorian  has  mentioned  Ahmd  Ebn  Henbai,  a 
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famous  Sonnite  dodlor,  aad  Mohammtd  Ehn  N4b,  ftmamci 
jfl  MiifriSi,  who  were  loaded  with  irons,  and  feat  to  ^le  Kfv- 
lif^s  camp ;  but  Al  A<!omiin  was  furprizcd  by  dea^  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Badandun,  before  his  arrival.  His  fuctxflar  £ 
M'otajem^  however,'  commanded  Jbnui  Ebn  Hanbal  to  be 
whipt  in  a  cruel  :*:anner.  We  muft  here  obferve,  that  tbe 
Khal!f&  (on  Al  Abbat,  by  his  father's  order,  repaired  the  diy 
of  Tawaba.,  a  little  before  the  laft  irruption  into  GScia^  rad 
inlarged  it  with  fo  many  additional  buildings,  that  it  was  a 
mile  fquare,  had  three  firects  and  four  gates,  and  was  coofi- 
dered  afterwards  for  htat  time  as  oBC  of  the  principa]  does 
in  thofe  parts '. 
T>i/crip-  Al  Mahu»  was  forty-eight,  ory  as  others  will  bzvc  tt, 
thn  a/bii  abovc  forty- nine,  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  dcceafe.  Be 
ferfm  and  reigned  twenty  years,  five  months,  and  thirteen  days ;  or  abo*e 
sbaraair.  twen^-two  years,  if  we  fuf^ofc  his  reign  to  have  couiiDcnced 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Jiege  of  Bagbd^.  With  regard  to 
bis  perlbn,  be  was  of  a  middJe  flature,  of  a  fair  compTcxton, 
though  tinged  with  yellow,  and  had  a  Ioi)|;  beard  of  a  grcyifli 
colour,  ^me,  howerer,  have  rcprefented  him  as  a  pciJea 
of  a  come)/' countenance,  with  a  beard  perfcdly  grey,  and 
of  a  ruddy  or  fanguine,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  of  a 
fwarthy,  complexion.  As  for  his  difiiofition,  the  eaQcni 
writers  have  painted  him  as  endued  with  all  royal  virtues ;  as 
full  of  fweetnefs^  liberal,  of  great  clemency,  a  confumipatt 
general,  and  thoroughly  verfcd  in  all  the  arts  of  gpvcni- 
ment.  He  is  aUb  faid  to  have  apfJied  himfelf  particulady 
to  the  fpeculaiive  fciences,  and  to  have  made  a  very  conBdcr- 
sble  progrefs  in  them ;  which  induced  him,  at  a  vaft  expeoce, 
to  encourage  learned  men  to  refort  from  all  parts  of  the  wcrld 
to  Baghdiui.  He  litcwife  fpent  immenfc  fums  in  purchafii^ 
curious  books,  written  in  Htirew^  Syr'iac,  and  Greek,  in  ordtr 
to  have  them  tranflated  into  Arabic.  One  of  the  afMrefaid  au- 
thors finilhcs  the  portrait  of  this  prince  with  faying,  that  he 
was,  without  contradiction,  the  greateft  and  mofl  renowned 
prince  of  the  houfe  of  MAhUs,  a  race  more  fruitful  in  heroes 
than  any  that  ever  fwayed  the  fceptrc  amongd  the  Afoftni. 
Through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  rei^n,  he  favoured  mdif- 
ferenily  all  learned  men  of  whatfocver  religion  they  werej 
who,  on  their  part,  in  return,  contributed  to  (he  utmoS  c^ 
their  power  to  raife  the  glory  of  this  monarch  to  the  highcft 
pitch.  This  they  did  by  the  prefcnts  which  they  made  him 
<  MiRKKOND,  Aut.  LoBB  Al  Tawarikh.  Golii  not  ad 
Alfragan.p.  2^3.  Geokc.  Jao.  Kihr,  ubi  fup.  p.  17.  Khondi- 
MIR.  F.BN  Shohn^h,  Abu  Jaapak  AlTabaR.  Al  Maeih. 
■obi  fup.  p.  138.  Greo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  obi  fup."  p.  t^^,  146. 
Ism.  Abvlfep.  incjitop.adan;  (lej.  gi|.  Putych.  ubi  fup.  p> 
434. 43i-  ^ 
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of  tJieir  works,  collcded  from  all  the  mod  rate  and  curious  ' 
produ^ons  of  the  learned  men  of  the  caft,  whether  Tniti'ans, 
J'^Ttit,  MagranSf  or  oriental  Cbrijiians  of  every  (e&.  He  feems 
to  hav£  been  moil  famed  fur  his  fkill  in  anrcnnmy,  and  the 
accurate  obfervaiiofis  which  he  made.  He  tifed  to  fay,  *'  If 
**  men  knew  what  an  excc&  of  clemency  (here  is  in  me,  I 
"  Ihould  be  perpetually  vifiwd  by  the  moft  notorious  ofFecid- 
•«  rs."  Abulfida  relates,  that  this  K'ioi/heapcd  his  favours 
■xpoiT  the  dcfcendants  oSjiH,  ivid  rellored  to  them  the  territory 
of  Faiai,  or  FUak,  that  formerly  belonged  to  their  common 
mothcj:  PatemOy  of  which,  by  the  tyranny  of  his  predeceflbrs, 
tlicy  bad'bcen  fo  long  and  To  unjullly  deprived  «. 

~  B£FO&E  wc  conclude  our  account  of  this/TAi)//^,  we  mufl  beg  Sami  arr 
leave  to  obferve,  that  the  mafler  appointed  him  by  his  father  ""«•'  '/ 
JJarin  MRa^d  was  the  famous  Aiu'l  Hafan  Mi  EbnHamzab  '^ff^''  ■*' 
B^ba77UinEi>aAUa}lahEinFir6-L,  a  P^rjlan  by  nation,  bul  ex.  MamunV 
tremely  well  verfed  in  all  kinds  of  j^fniliteraiore.  This  doflor"*^  '^* 
iwas  aflaveof  the  v^W//«,  andfurnamed^ff^/,  or  Jto^,  from 
(he  decifioDs  he  bad  made  againft  luxury,  and  in  favour  of  fum- 
ptuary  laws.  He  was  fo  excellent  a  grammarian,  that  he  baf- 
fled in  3  difputc  Siiuiebf  the  Ptrfian-,  who  was  before  eftcemed 
the  bed  grammarian  of  his  age,  TY.cKhaUfHiJrtln  ont  Aay 
meeting  Kojfa,  afked  him  In  a  very  civil  manner  how  he  did  ? 
Xowhicb  he  anfwered,  with  a.good  deal  of  wit  and  elegance^ 
**  If  I  bad  never  received  any  other  fruit  from  my  fludies  than 
*»  the  hvour  you  do  me  to  think  of  me,  that  would  be  fuifi- 
*•  dent  to  (Bake  nie  happy."  Another  day,  KaJ/a  coming 
to  the  door  of  M  Muokn  s  apartment,  in  order  to  inllruA 
liim,  as  ufual,  diat  prince,  who  was  then  at  tabic  with  his 
fricndsi  fent  him  a  diflich  upon  the  leaf  of  a  myrrh-trcei 
importing,  "  that  there  was  a  time  for  (ludy,  and  a  time  for 
•*  diver&on,  and  that  he  was  then  cntenaining  his  friends," 
Which  KoJJa  anfwered  by  a  tetritftich  on  the  back  of  the  fame 
leaf,  couched  in  the  following  tams ;  "  If  you  could  once 
*'  perceive  the  excellence  of  knowledge,  you  would  un- 
*'  doubtedly  prefer  the  pleafure  arifing  from  thence  to  that 
*'  which  you  at  prefent  tal^e ;  anHif  you  knew  who  was  now 
*'  atyourdoor,  you  would  immediately  gctup, come tohim, 
**  and  proftrate  yourfelf  on  the  ground,  to  thank  and  praife 
**  Gop  for  the  favour  he  vouchfaies  you."  The  young  prince 
had  no  Iboncr  read  this  than  he  left  his  companions,  and 
waited  upon  his  mafter  with  the  utmoft  deferenirc  and  rcfpeft. 
This  doaor  was  the  author  of  a  book,  intitled,  Nafn'is  Alarah 
■  Gaia.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  obi  fop.  Apy  JaAPtB  AlTabab. 
Ai.  Makin,  nbifup.  p.  138,  119.  Eutych-  ubi  fjp  (isoxc. 
Jac,  Ksuft,  ubi  fop.  p.  it.  Kuohdemix.  Ism.  Abuifed.  in 
duop.  adan.  Hej,  218.  Vtaeetiain.D'HEitB.  Bibi.  orient  p.  54^. 
C  c  4  tt'/J. 
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from  the  crtathn  eftbe  world  %  a 

it  lo  be  met  with  in  the  Frencf. 

Khcrajany  or,  acccrding  tD,yiai^ 

the  Kbaltf  HarUn  Al  Rajhtd,  in 

AlMa-         Al  Mamun,  notwiihftanding  his  amiable  qualitiea  mi 

n&n  rare  intelledtual  endowments, had  the  wcakncfs  tobllioto^ 

hiamtdhy  errors  of  the  MUazalileSy  and  wai  blamed  by  the  joan  i^ 

ibi^on-    vere  do£lors  of  the  law  for  not  hieing  fufficiently  mtfaodoxin 

nites/m-    the  religion  of  the  Mobanmedans.     The  fame  (!o3x>rs  by  do 

felUagtn-  means  approved  of  his  introdutSioR,  or  rather  improvemem, 

ta  'f*  *'"'  of  philofophy  and  the  other  fpeculative  fciences  amongft  die 

r^seft  '  j^fjif^j^     fo^,  the  Arabs  had  not  yet  accuftomcd  themmva 

Motaza*   ^^  ^^^  many  books  befides  thofc  relating  to  their  rdtg^on. 

They  did  not  begin  even  in  canieft  to  cultivate  aftronoi^ 

.  .        before  the  reign  ol  this  KhaHf,  who  was  bimfclf  a  g;reat  («>£• 

cicnt  therein  '. 

Sewt/ar.      At  Mamum's  firfl  prime  minifter,  or  f^i^y  was  Fa£  Eha 

■    thirpar-    Sabal,  furnamed  Dhi'i  Riyafitain,  as  hai  been  already  c^ 

ticulari     ferved  ;  after  whofe  tragical  exit,  his  brother  He/an  Elm  S*- 

riLtingt-  hal,  Omar  Ebn  Sa'ld,  Ahmed  Ebn  Abu  Kh^Udytai  Abmtd Eim 

{¥,'  ^^'  ^"f'ft  fucceffivcly  filled  thatfublime  and  important  poQ.  SofBCf 

*»•  however,  maintain,  that  he  was  his  own  prime  (niiii0er,  after 

FeJi  Ebn  SabaVs  death ;  which,  in  our  opinion,  very  well 

accords  with  what  has  been  related  of  this  Kballf  by  tite  caft- 

ern  hiflorians.     The  firft  captain  of  his  guards  was  Z§ttir 

Ebn  Mafalyeb  AlDsbbi,  who  was  fucceededby  Tbabtr  Ehu  A 

Htfein,  of  whofe  exploits  ve  have  already  given  onr  roAat 

a  tuU  and  ample  account.     IJiiak  Ebn  Ibrahim  had  alfb  far 

fome  time  al&g:ned  him  the  command  of  that  corps.     Hb 

chamberlain,  wh lift  in  Kbarafan,  was  Al  Heft'in  Ehn  Ahu  SdH^ 

and  afterwards  Ali  Ebn  Abu  SiUh,  Abiaihatr&d  Ebn  Sbabih, 

Mobammed  Ebn  Saleb,  Jfmatl  Ebn  Mebammtd  Ebn  Saleb^  and 

others  who  have  not  been  named  by  the  oriental  writers.    Hi* 

judges  were  Mabammtd  Ebn  Omar  Al  H^afidi,  Mabammtd  Eht 

Omar  Ebn  Ald'alrahmAn  Al  MahrHmt,  Ba^ar  Ehn  Al  J4^al$4t 

and  Tabjj  Ebn  A^em;  the  laft  of  whom,  by  fome  point  of 

ill  condtK^,  incurred  the  KbaSPt  difpleafure.     The  firft  (faff 

of  Al  MamUn'i  reign  is  faid  to  nave  been  Mtnday,  and  die  lift 

Wtdntjday.     The  lymbol,   or  infcription,   of   his  feal  wa>i 

'    Jijk  ef  God,  and  he  will  give  you.     Some  of  the  Cbrifiiam 

writers  inform  us,  that  Atari,  the  Jaeebitt  patriarch,  died  at 

Alexandria  in  ttie  Khall/at  of  Al  Maminy  and  was  fuccecded 

"  Al  Zamaehs|1ar.  in  Xabi  AlAbrar,  Ebn  Shohkah.  dot. 

'   '  }ac.  Kehr,  obi  fup.  Ism.  Abvlfed.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hej.  189. 

Vide  etiam  D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  arc.  Krfei,  p.  961 . 

■  Ebn  Shohnak,  ABt>  Jaafak  Al  Tabab.   Gitto.  Asv' 
Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  246,  247. 
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in  the  patriarchal  fee  there  by  one  Jamtt,  who  prefided  over 
thofe  of  the  Jacciitt  pcrfiufion  ten  years  and  eight  months.  „ 
In  this  patriarch's  time,  the  monaftcries,  that  haJ  been  uken 
from  the  ChrlJUani,  were  reffored,  and  re-occupied  by  the 
monks,  who  had  been  formerly  driven  from  thence.  He  was 
a  perfon  of  uncommon  fandi^,  and,  if  we  will  believe  fome 
of  the  aforefaid  authors,  reftored  to  life  again  the  ftm  tX  one 
Jiiakara,  a  peifohof  great  diftindion,  belonging  to  ^airMj6 ; 
who  was  lb  aliieded  with  thil  illuflrious  miracle,  that  he  dif- 
tributed  the  third  part  of  his  fubftance  amongft  the  pbor,  and 
built  at  his  own  expence  a  church  in  Jtrufaltm  folely  for  the 
ule  of  the  Egyfttans  refbrting  to  that  place.  In  this  KhaUfi 
time,  DitnjfiuSf  the  patriarch  of  jttaixhj  took  a  journey  into 
£gjpt,  in  order  to  have  a  conference  with  jfiifalJab,  or  OhiifaU 
iab,  EbnTh^)ir£bnJtlH9/iint\ietty  and  abode  for  fome  time  ia  ' 
theyaaiiu  patriarch's  houfe.  In  AiMomin'a  Khalifat,  a  grie*  ' 
vous  fiimine  likewife  rwed  at  "JtrufiUm,  which  feems  to  have 
been  occalioned  by  valTfwarms  dt  locufts,  that  devoured  aU, 
the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  even  every  thing  green,  in  the 
.  ne^bouriog  trad.  The  extreme  Icarpty  c?  provifions,  oc 
Tather  die  total  want  of  thetn,  at  this  jundure,  drove  almoft  all 
the^«^!»ni  from  the  holy  city ;  which  gave  Tbomaiy  the  patri- 
arch, an  opportunity  of  repairing  the  roof  of  the  chunrh  yf 
the  RtfiavtSHon  there.  For  this  purpole,  he  purchafed  the 
tninks  of  fifty  tall  cedars  and  firs,  which  were  imported  front 
the  idand  of  Cyprus.  ■  The  expence  of  this  reparation,  which 
was  very  confiderable,  was  wholly  defrayed  by  one  Bttimy 
a  rich  native  of  BUtahy  or  Burah,  in  Bgyft.  The  patriarch 
made  ufe  of  forty  beams,  or  rafters,  oa  this  occalion  ;  that 
number  having  been  fu^efled  to  him  by  for^  martyrs,  who 
appeared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  feemed  to  Jupport  the  roof 
that  was  upon  the  point  c^  falling  down.  After  the  return  oS 
Jtb^aUab  Ebn  Thahtr  to  Jtrufaltm^  in  his  way  to  Baghdad^ 
the  Qnijiians  were  acculcd  bf  having  inlargcd,  and  made 
an  addition  to,  the  aforefaid  roof;  upon  which,  AbiaUah 
jent  for  the  patriarch,  ordered  him  and  many  others  to 
prifon,  and  threatened  to  have  them  all  publickly  whipped, 
if,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  the  Mtjitms  capable  of  fupport- 
ing  their  accufation.  However,  1^  the  intervention  of  ati 
'  antient  MohanontJaH,  on  whom  he  beflowed  a  fum  of  a 
thoufand  dindriy  and  engaged  to  fupply  him  and  his  pofte* 
rity,  as '  long  as  any  of  them  fl)ould  remain,  with  the  fame 
monthly  allowance  of  provifions  that  the  prtefls  and  dea- 
cons thcmfelves  were  fornifbed  with,  out  of  the  revenues 
of  the  faid  church,  for  hit  afli^ance  in  this  affair,  Thomas ' 
pacified  Ahfaliah  Ebn  Tbahtr,  efcapcd  the  ignominious  pu- 
nifliinent  wkh  which  he  hvl  beeq  threatened,  aod  obtaiiied 

the 
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the  abfolute  apprcAation  of  all  the  principal  MaBtms  then  re- 
liding  in  JtrujiaUm  of  wh^  hvi  been  Aook-  After  Tlmuu'i 
death,  wbich  happened)  in  ths  Isventh  year  of  the  Kha^at  of 
Al  Mamun,_  one  Bafileh,  who  had  received  his  education  firom 
tiia  predcceilar,  fucceedetl  him  in  the  pat/iarchate  <syeni^ 
iem,  and  cuntlnucd  in  that  lice  twenty-five  yean.  One  j^^ 
er  Jti,  feems  to  have  been  conflituted  patriarch  of  AMtUA^ 
HI  the  firft  year  of  Jl  Mamun,  according  to  Eutycb'iut  i  htf 
Ibis  does  not  tally  with  what  has  been  obfctved  of  Diwtjjaa, 
^e  patpisrch  likcwire  of  this  fee,  as  that  author  makes  jtyui  to 
h«c  prefided  over  the  church  the^e  no  let*  than  thifty-one 
jrean.  As^V^ajHwn  wascomioced,  that  the  improvcnKnt 
of  the  laind  oi^ht  to  be  the  priitcip^  objed  of  a  wife  maa'i 
attention,  ^nd  was  much  ptefcrable  to  the  purfuit  of  thofc 
ple^furet  in  which  the  vulgar,  as  well  as  others  placed  in  more 
exalted  ftatkins,  do  for  the  moi^  pan  talcC  their  chief  delist, 
hedid  not  only  treat  with  the  greaCeft  ntarlu  of  diftin&ion  thofe 
ieamed  mcp  whom  be  invited  to  BpghdatL,  but  lilcewife  fpcnt 
U  much  nm*  in  their  cgmpany  as  the  affairs  of  ftue  wauU 
aerni^  oicounged  his  fubje^^  by  his  example  to  read  dje 
baaks  they  both  UanQated  aad  wrote,  and  even  conflantly  at- 
■ended  dicir  difputatioos.  The  principal  aftronomersdtatfloo- 
liihed  in  his  days  wece  Hahg^  Al  Merwaxi,  an  inhabitant  of 
M^gbtlad,  who  wrote  thi«e  books  of  agronomical  tables,  or 
calculations,  intitled,  Al  Stnd  Htti4t  ^Memtghtn,  and  M  Shah  \ 
jIbmtdEht  Kathoir  Al  Fargdni,  or,  as  others  call  him,  Mt- 
iammed  Ebn  Kttir  Al  fargcAh  known  likewife  amongft  the 
Biatpamt  by  the  lavte  of  Al/rfiganiit,  whoTe  bwk,  intitled, 

'  £Utmms  tfa^raiwty,  with  Cj/jw's  verTion  and  notes  upon  it, 
is  held  in  conliderable  rq^te  amongft  the  (earned  ;  Aid'aiiab 
£iit  Sahtl^ba  Nihaiia,  a  perfon  famous  for  his  (kill  in  af)n>- 
nomy,  and  much  eftcemed  by  the  Khaiif;  AiabtnmtuJ  Bin 
2Mja  Al  Kbvwaroxmi,  fvbofe  aftroiKHnical  tables,  intitled. 
At  Stnd  Htnti,  were  redtoned  TufEciently  cxaA;  A^fial!4A^ 
the  Jno^  ioT  his  uncommon  fkill  in  abHrufe  literature,  loolwd 
up«n  as  the^^oTRM  of  his  age,  who  fiourifhed  in  the  KhaUfat 
of  Al  ManJuTy  and  died  aner  Al  Mamin'^  accdBon  to  the 
throne ;  and  Y^a  Ehn  Abu'l  ManJ&r^  of  whofe  fkill  in 
allrolo^cal  miitteis  we  have  an  inAancc  handed  down  to  us  by 
Aiu'l-Faraj.  The mdl celebrated  phyficians  in  Al  MammKi 
days,  fome  of  whom  be  employed  in  tranllating  into  Arabic  a 

'  cnnfiderable  number  of  thofe  phyGcal  trcatifu  purchaled  of 
the  fubje^s  of  the  Grui  emperor  by  the  Kbali/y  were  X'aija 
Ebn  Batrik,  Al  Mamin'i  freed- man,  who  had  a  happy  taknt 
at  tranllatiom,  with  regard  b:>  his  bitting  upon  the  true  fettle 
and  meaning  of  bis  author,  tho'  be  did  not  write  eWant  jfra- 
Hc,  and  wui  btMi  veifcd  ia  philofophy  than  pbyw: }  Sabel 
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Eha  Saiir^  rumamed  jII  Kawfaj,  who  Vived  at  Afnuaz,  and 
~  confequendy  wrote  in  the  dialect  oiKhix,  or  KhCizeflan ;  Yahja 
Ebn  Aiafda,  who  likewife  made  a  very  confiderabie  figure  in 
his  profcffion ;  JiitrgU,  or  George,  Ebn  Baihiljbua,  of  whom  we 
have  fpoken  before  ;  J/a  Ebn  Al  Haicm,  who  alfo  enjoyed  a 
very  advantageous  chamber ;  and  Zakaria  M  Tifur'i,  who 
praftircd  with  good  fucceft.  Befidcs  thcfe,  Al  Aiamun  had 
anodKr  phyfician,  ciUed  G^briti^  by  one  of  the  Arai  writers^ 
•v/ho  attended  him  every  morning  before  iny  of  the  others, 
and  had  for  fomt  time  affigned  him  a  monthly  penfion  of 
TOCO  dirhems;  but,  (ailing  afterwards  into  difgntce,  he  was 
forbidden  to  appear  in  the  Kballfs  prefence,  and  his  penfion 
"WM  reduced  to  150  dirbims.  We  muft  here  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  die  Arabs  difcovered  a  paffion  for  the  fludy  of 
phyfic  in  the  earlier  time*  of  IJkmifm  \  that  art  being  of  fucK 
vafl  utility  to  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  even  when  they 
^plied  themfelves  almoft  folely  td  the  ftudy  of  their  own  lan- 
guage, and  of  the  MthammedoH  civil  law,  founded  upon  the 
[iretepts  and  determinations  of  the  Ktrdn.  For,  this  wa«  un* 
doubtedl;  the  Ihte  of  learning  am«ng#  the  Arabs,  whilA  tb« 
Hhalifs  of  the  houfe  of  Omtmjah  fat  upon  the  Mtfltm  throne. 
But,  after  the  elevation  of  the  nunily  of Al/fbbat  to  theKhali/aty 
the  cultivation  of  the  fciences  began  Toon  to  be  in  vogue.  Aiti 
yaafar  Al  ManjAr,  the  fecond  KbaHf<^  that  race  did  not  only 
attain  to  a  good  de^e  of  knowledge  in  the  MthatnmtdaH 
civil  law,  but  likewife  msde  fome  progrefs  in  the  iludy  of 
philofophy  and  agronomy;  which  arrived  at  a  much  higher 
d^ree  of  perfeflion  in  the  reign  of  his  great  grandfon  At" 
d' atiab  Al  MuTn^H.  For,  that  prince  not  only  hired  learned 
men,  whom  he  had  aflembled  from  all  pans  of  his  vafi  domi- 
nions for  that  purpofc,  to  tranflata  the  books  he  had  purchafed 
of  the  Chrifiians  at  an  immenfe  expence,  but  likewife  pro- 
moted by  ail  poflible  motives  the  fludy  of  thole  branches  of 
literature  they  were,  written  upon,  and  even  purfued  fvith  aa 
almofl  unparalleled  ardour  that  fludy  himfelf.  But,  for  a  more 
explicit  and  particular  account  of  this  KhaUfs.  thtrft  after 
knowledge,  as  well  as  of  his  wonderful  propcnfion  to  favour 
and  animate  learned  men,  we  niufl  ^g  leave  to  refer  our  cu> 
lious  and  intelligent  readers  to  the  authors  cited  here  >'. 

T  Abu  Jaatak  Al  Tabai.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fop.  p.  139, 140, 
EuTrcH.  nbi  fop.  p,  430 — 437.  Al  Kadi  Saeu  Ebn  Ahub» 
ill,  Ahdaloi.  apad  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  nbi  fup.  ut  et  ipfc  Gaio. 
ABu't.-FASAj,ibid.  IiM.  AauLrBD.  obi  fop.  Golii  not. ad  Al- 
fragui.p.  I,  et  alib.  Khohdihir,  EbkShounau.  Vide  etiaa 
P'HtasBL.  ubifuf, 
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SECT.    XXIX. 

Al  M«-  A  L  MoTASEM,  or  Abu  Ijhak  Mahammtd  Ebn  Harin  M 
ufem  ii  Xi  Rajhid,  fumamcd  likcwife  BtUah  hy  fome  of  the  oriraul 
/"f'^^"«'|iiftorians,  was  faluted  Kballf  the  fame  day  fais  brother^/ 
Klulif.  JUtiamun  died,  that  ij,  the  i8th  or  19th  of  the  month  /^«£,  is 
the  year  of  the  Htjra  2lS,  His  mother  Maredah^  or  Mi- 
rudab,  was  one  of  the  concubines  of  die- Khali/  Harin  M 
Rajhid.  Some  of  the  MoJUm  commanders  U  Tarfus  wetc  in- 
clined to  fevour  the  imereft  of  Al  Abbaiy  (on  to  the  decealed 
Khaiif;  but  that  young  prince  having  himlelf  taken  the  oaih 
of  allegiance  to  Al  Mitajm,  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  u 
well  as  thofc  belonging  to  the  court,  loon  follovred  his  ex- 
ample.  At  Motaftm  alcendcd  the  throne  bv  virtue  of  Al  M»- 
Tttin's  eTcprtfs  nomination  of  him  to  the  Khalifat  after  his  de- 
ceafc,  which  was  made  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  fan  Al  At' 
tat,  and  the  exclufion  of  his  odier  biotber  Ai  Mutamen ;  tho* 
the  latter  had  been  called  to  the  JiiccdEon  after  him  by  thcit 
fether  Utirin  Al  R^'id.  The  firft  thing  the  new  KhalSfM 
was  to  ilTue  orders  for  the  demolition  of  the  additional  put 
of  Tmuaba,  that  had  been  built  by  Ai  Alutitiin'a  ioa  ^ 
Ahbai  in  the  late  reign  ;  which  were  immediately  exccutedi 
all  the  arms  and  warlike  ftorcs  to  be  met  with  in  the  town 
carried  from  thence,  and  the  inhabitants,  who  had  been  tnnf- 
planted  thither  from  other  cities,  commanded  to  return  to  then 
formerhabitations.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  X<m0dUa, 
Ai  MitaftBi  arrived  at  Baghdad,  ana  foon  after  was  inauguiate4 
there.  About  the  lame  time,  the  A^^receired  advice  of  die 
great  progrefs  made  by  the  rebels  in  Ptrfta,  and  Perfian  IrH, 
•  who  were  headed  by  duc  BSbee,  an  enemy  both  to  the  dvil  and 
ecclefiaili^al  conftitution  of  ttic  Mafitms.  This  Babtc  was  fur- 
named  Al  Hsrremi,  or  AlKhorrepii,  and  fUbrrefrid^n,  cither 
becaufc  he  was  of  a  certain  dillriit  near  ArdebU  in  AtAerbijm, 
called  Kherrtm,  or  becaufc  he  inttituted  a  vierry  relieioil, 
which  is  the  lignification  of  the  word  in  Ptrfiptn.  He  firlT  ap- 
peared in  the  year  of  tht  U^'ra  201,  when  he  began  to  takf 
upon  him  the  title  of  a  prophet.  We  da  not  find  what  par- 
ticular doctrine  he  taught,  when  he  now  made  open  prtrfeffion 
of  his  impiety;  but  it  is  faid  hit  fyftcm  of  religion  dificie*! 
from  all  the  others  then  knpwn  in  Afa.  He  gained  a  great 
number  of  devotees  in  Adherbijdn  and  the  Pnjian  Irdk^  and 
grew  powerful  enough  to  wage  war  with  the  Khaiif  AlMa- 
.  miai,  whofc  troops  he  often  beat,  killing  feveral  of  his  gene- 
.  rals,  and  particularly  Ebn  Hamid,  one  of  them,  with  his  own 
hznd  ;  t^  which  vi^orics  he  became  fo  formidable,  that  Al 
Mffiafm 
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Jt^i'.aftm  was  oMigcd  toemploy  Ac  whole  forcea  of  the  em- 
pire sgfitnft  him.  The  general  lent  to  reduce  Bahtc  Was 
Maiiar  Ebi  Kaut,  furnanied  A/Jhrn,  2  Turk  by  nation,  who 
had  been  brought^  flave  to  the  Khalifas  court,  and,  having 
been  eipploycd  in  difciplining  the  Tari'Jh  mititia  there,  had 
acquired  the  reputation  of  a  great  captain.  As  the  rebels  had 
made  themftlvet  mafleis  of  jfi  J fbal  in6  Hamadan,  and  w«e 
very  firong,  Ajfl^n  was  refolved  to  brin^  them  to  a  battle  as  < 

foon  as  a  proper  opportunity  offered  ;  which  having  done,  he 
overthrew  them  with  prodigious  flaughier,  putting  no  lefs 
than  60,000  of  them  to  tfie  fword,  and  driving  the  reft  into 
the  impCTial  territories.  He  firft  marched  at  the  head  of  his 
army  towards  the  provihce  of  Adherbljan,  and  fpeiit  a  good 
deal  of  time  in  rebuilding  all  the  callles  between  the  cities 
of  Arzanjaa  and  Jrdtbil,  3iat  had  been  demolifbed  by  Babie'a 
troops.  This  Aep  he  judged  previoufly  requifite,  inoiderto 
fecure  a!l  the  pafTages  and  defiles,  ar]d  thereby  put  a  IVop  to 
the  incurfions  of  the  rebels  =. 

The  following  year,  being  the  219th  of  the  Hejra,  com-  Mobam- 
Dienc>ng7<i;rue)rr  16,834,  Mehammed  Ebn  AiKdpm,  oneof  medEbn 
^W»  descendants,  appeared  in  arms  againfl  the  Khalif,  and  Al  KXitm 
ftized  upon  a  confiderable  part  of  the  province  of  Kherefta,  nbth 
He  was,  however,  at  laft  defeated  by  theKhalifs  forces,  taken  PZ^*fi 
prifoner,  and  brought  to  Al  Aditaftm  at  BaghdM.  Being  feni  '^  ^^ 
to  prifon,  he  was  tor  fome  time  there  conhned ;  but  at  laft, '''' 
by  what  means  we  have  not  been  told,  he  made  his  efcape,  ' 

and  was  never  afterwards  feen.  The  fame  year,  Kendi,  Al 
MeiaftnCi  governor  of  EgypU  died  at  Mtjr^  and  his  fon 
Mataffir^  or  MadaffirEbn  Kendit  was  appointed  by  the  KhaSf 
to  fucceed  him.  It  appears  from  fome  of  the  eaftern  writers, 
that  AfjhU  made  himfelf  mafter  of  hfahdn,  or  Ifpah&ny  and 
Memadan,  the  two  principal  cities  of  Aiyebal,  or  thtPirfian 
Irdk,  and  feveral  of  Bdbec's  caftles,  notwithftanding  the  great 
annoyance  given  him  by  the  rebeb,  though  he  could  not  re- 
duce the  whoFe  country  to  the  obedience  of  the  Khalifa  the  ' 
prefent  year  ■. 

About  tbis  time,  a  very  fevere  perfecutton  was  carried  AIMota- 
on  by  the  JKa/z/againft  all  who  denied  the  creation  of  the  fempttfi- 
Kor^n.  Ahmtd  Ebn  Hanbal,  the  founder  of  «he  fourth  feft  of  ™^"*?'* 
the  Sentihes,  of  whom  we  ftall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  here-  "^^^  ^'^i 

■  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  AtMAKiH,  ubifup.  p.  140, 
141.  EvTYCH.nbifup,  p,  436,437.  Grec.  Asu'L-FARAjtubi 
fup.  p.i;i.  Kkokdeuir,  Aut.  Lo^bAlTawarirh,  Ebn  Suoht 
«AH.  Vide  eciamD'HERBEL.  Biblioth.  orient. p.  i;8,  159. 

•  Abu  JAAFAR  Al  Tabar.  AlMakik,  nbj  fup.  p.  141. 
Khokdimir,  Ebn  Shohnah,  Eutvch.  ubi  fop.  p.  438,  439. 
Grig.  Aiv'l-Para;,  ubi  fup. 
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tb*  eri»-    after,  refufing  to  acknowledge  the  Ktran  to  be  created,  wu 

tiiintftbi  fcourged  in  fo  cruel  a  manner  that  he  fainted  *w%yf  baviag 

Korin.      been  almoft  flayed  alive,  by  order  of  the  Kbalif  Jl Miiaftm, 

an4  afterwards  imprifoncd.     The  fame  puDiuiincnt  wouU 

have  beea  inflided  upon  Abu  Hariai  Ebu  Al  Baca^  had  he  doc 

efcaped  it  by  a  notable  evafion,  which  was  of  fignal  fervkeift 

him.     He  allowed  the  AVan  to  have  been  placed,  given,  or 

inftitutcd,  by  GoD(  and  that  every  fuch  thing  was  crea&J^ 

thoueh  he  would  not  in  direS  terms  admit  the  conclufion  o 

turally  flowing  from  thofe  premifet.    In  fine,  he  conceded  ibe 

'  Ktrin  to  be  endued  with  one  of  the  cJlential  propeitics  of  a 

created  ba'i^,  though  be  endeavoured  to  evade  ftandiog  to 

the  immediate  Confequence  of  fuch  a  conccffion  ^. 

'Jgrtai    .     The  next  year,  being  the  Z20th  of  the  Hqra^  Affiot 

avtribrfui  having  fortified  the  pafles  in  the  mountains,  uid  pofied  props 

Wdm  BS-  detachments  of  troops  tbere  to  defend  them,  dcifccndcd  into 

DKJjf  Af-  (lie  plain,  and  incamped  near  a  vill»e  caUed  Arju,  or,  v 

™^''         fome  will  have  it,  jfjbdiy  where  he  ofrercd  the  enemy  battk. 

'  BahtCt  notwithAanding  the  great  lofles  he  had  fufialacd,  ac- 

c^ktcd  the  challenge ;  out,  after  a  Iharp  engagement,  wai  is- 

tirely  defeated,  and  conflrained  to  fly  with  ti^  fliattercd  re- 

niainc  of  his  troops  firft  to  Megdwy  and  afterwards  to  CtJ- 

Mad,   the  place  of  his  nativity,   where   he  bad  at  tint 

time  ereded  hit  principal  fort,-  His  anny  mufl  have  boo 

extremely  numerous  before   the  beginning  of  the  adios, 

if,  as  we  find  aflertcd  bj  Abu  Jaafar  It  Tahari^  be  Vt 

in  it  above  100,000  men.     Be  that  at  it  will,  BaAtCy  find* 

ing  nootbcrway  to  efcape,- was  obliged  to  retire  into  die 

Gerdjean  mountains,  where  he  fbrtiRcd  feveral  pofb !  from 

whence  he  greatly  incommoded  the  Kiralifs  forces  that  por- 

fued  him  thither,  frequently  intercepting  their  provifions,aad 

deAroying  them  abundance  of  men.     In  fine,  M  MetAjed% 

general  found  it  impolfible  to  diflodge  him  from  ttiofe  pofli 

during  the  courfcof  the  prelent  year^. 

"BtJaetpU     The  following  year,  being  the  a2ifl  of  the  Mefltm  era, 

.rjappcrti      MAfa  Ela  Jbu'l  Aiidf  AlShabdni  W3s  continued  by  thcKU- 

iimfiif      ttf  in  the  government  of  Egypt,  to  which  poft  he  had  been 

'  '^a^^      advanced  by  that  prince  after  the  death  of  Mt^ffir  Ebk 

AfSiin.      Xendi,  the  preceding  year.     Bdbtc  fiilt  remained  in  the  Gtr- 

dytan  mountains,  and  defiuided  himfelt  ^ainft,  the  KlMSft 

troops.     However,  JlJJhm  took  Several  of  his  ftrong-hokli, 

and  forced  fome  of  bis  fortified  polls,  though  he  could  not 

"  Grec.  Abu'l-Faraj,  Dbifup.  p.  ijj,  i;j.    Ebk  Khai.R' 
CAN.  '  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Taiar.  Al  Makin,  obifap. 

Grbg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  hift.dynafi.  p.  253.  D'HtB.BEL.  Bibliou. 
-    orient,  p.  138. 
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bring  fhe  war  in  thofe  puis  to  a  condiUioii  ihe  prerent  cim- 
pjign'^. 

In  the  222(1  year  of  the  H^ra,  bcgrnning  Deamher  i+th,  Bibec  «- 
836,  Jtfptid  carried  on  the  war  with  great  vigour  againft  Bi  ^""J,  ■■' 
hecy  and  fbut  up  that  impoftor  in  Cafboba^,  Badu,  or  J/ f" '' 
Bad/),  as  it  U  foaietimes  called  by  the  jlrab  hiflDriaiis ;  -which  *"'*• 
place  he  fttaitly  belieged.  Hither  that  rebel  found  himrdf 
obliged  to  retire,  after  jfffhii  had  reduced  aH  his  caftles  one 
after  another  with  Invincible  patience,  and  forced  all  his  re-  - 
trenchments  in  the  mountainous  tra£t  of  the  Curds,  as  his 
laft  refourcc.  The  fortrcfs  of  Cojhahad,  being  a.place  of  con- 
itderable  ftrengdi,  he  defended  himfelf  there  with  great  brarcry 
for  feveral  months ;  but  at  laf^,  finding  he  (Eoufd  be  obligetl 
to  furrendcr  the  town,  he  made  hb  efcape  into  a  neighbour- 
ing wood,  from  whence  he  Toon  after  came  to  Affinn, '  upon 
ihat  general's  prmniling  to  procure  for  him  the  Khalif'%  pro- 
teflion.  But  AfPnn  had  no  fooncr  got  him  into  his  power, 
than  he  ordered  an  executioner,  who  attended  him  for  that 
purpofe,  firft  to  cut  off  his  hands  and  feet,  and  afterwards  his 
head.  This  is  the  account  handed  down  to  us  by  Ak  Jaafar 
jflTabari.  Other  writers,  however,  rehite,  that,  juft  betore 
the  furrendcr  ofCafi-abad  to  the  Kbahfs  forces,  Bdhfi  fourd 
means  to  efcape  ihence  in  difguife,  after  he  had  with  great 
bravery  fuftaine J  feveralafiaults,  with  his  fon/f^i7//o^, and  his 
general  Me&wiyah,  into  /^meme^  where  he  was  betrayed  in  the  ■ 
following  manner.  Sahtl  Ebn  SankSt,  an  Armenian  officety 
happening  to  know  him,  enticed  him,  by  oSers  of  fervice  ^nd  ' 
icfpefi,  into  his  power,  and  treated  hitn  as  a  mighty  prince, 
fill,  when  he  fat  down  to  eat,  Sabtl  clapt  himfelf  down  by  " 
hiih  i  at  which  B$b«  being  furprized,  afkcd  him,  how  he 
dared  to  take  that  liberty  unalked  ?  It  it  tnUj  guat  iing-, 
replied  Sahtl,  I  have  ctmmitud e  fault ;  ffr  who  am  Ithai  I 
JhauUfa  at  jtur  majefty't  ttbU  ?  and  immediately  fending  for 
a  fmith,  he  made  ufe  of  (his  bitter  farcafm.  Stretch ftrihpmr 
Itgt,  gnat  iing,  that  ihh  man  may  futfttiers  on  thVm.  After 
this,  Sahel  fcnt  him  to  /ffpt'iH,  though  he  had  offered  a  lai^c 
fum  for  his  liberty,  having  firft  ferved  him  in  his  own  kmd, 
by  caufing  his  mother,  fifter,  and  wife,  to  be  raviihed  before 
his  face  i  for  fo  Babtc  ufed  to  treat  his  prifoners.  Aff/^^ 
having  the  arch- rebel  in  his  power,  condutted  him  to  ^/A^ 
tajim,  hy  whofe  order  he  w>s  put  to  an  ignominious-  death. 
The  Khalifma  then  at  Sar  Man  Ray,  Sarra  Manray,  or  Sa- 
marra  (fbr  it  Went  by  all  thofe  names)  a  city  of  hak^  on  the 

*  Abu  Ji^arak  Al-Tasak.    Al  Makik.  ubi  fup.    Gbio- 
AbvY-Paraj,  ubifup.  ' 
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eaftem  bank  of  the  7(fnV,  a  little  above  half  a  degree  to  Ae  weft 
of  Baghdad ;  where  he  iaft  ordered  Bahtc'i  hands  and  feet  to 
be  cut  0^*,  and  then  hit  head,  after  his  bcUj  had  been  ript  <]pen 
in  the  prefcnce  of  a  great  number  of  fpectators.  Tbe  bodf 
was  fixed  upon  a  gibbet,  ae&td  for  that  purpofc.  In  tbe 
-  town,  and  the  head  fcnt  into  Kborafan.  This  man  had  mun* 
tained  his  ground  againA  the  power  of  the  KhaBfi  abate 
twenty  years,  and  had  cruelly  naflacrcd  250,000  people ;  it 
being  his  cuftom  never  to  fpare  man,  woman,  or  diild,  dtlxi 
of  xhcMohammidans,  or  their  allies-  Amongft  the  prifinos 
Uken  at  Cafiabid^  there  was  one  Niidy  who  had  been  one  of 
the  ten  men  employed  by  Bahte  to  his  executiqns  ;  s>d  who 
owned,  that,  in  obedience  to  his  mafler's  commands,  be  had 
deltroyed  above  20,000  MtJUtra  with  his  own  bands.  To 
which  he  added,  that  vaft  numbers  had  alfo  been  executed  by 
bis  companions ;  but  that  of  thcfe  he  could  give  no  predfe 
account.  Cajbeh&d  was  taken  in  the  month  fARamaJoH  dui 
year;  after  which,  Ajif  Ebn  Anhofa  reduced  the  7>eta8>dia>a^ 
who  inhabited  Ai  Batayeh,  or  the  fenny  ttad  between  ^ifa 
and  Bajra^to  the  obedience  of  theXi&tf^.and  conduficd  many 
of  them  prifonen  to  Baghdad.  The  KherrtmiUt-,  not  thr- 
T/mitei,  as  they  are  called  by  M.  lyHerhthtt  nor  I£rzemtaf 
aa  they  are  denomiiuted  tjy  Dr.  Petxie,  in  hia  CatiM  verfioa 
1^  Ahk'I- Farajtor  ferries  of  £^6«,  which  remained  afccr  hit 
death,  fcem  to  have  been  intircly  djfperfed,  there  being  litdc 
.  or  no  mention  made  of  them  by  the  orient^  hiftoriani'. 
TbCha-  The  next  year,  being  the  Z23d  of  the  Htjra^  commeoc- 
Wmalut  ing  Dtambtr  3d,  837,  the  emperor  Thmphiba  invaded  the 
mmimf-  iavprn  territories  with  an  army  cf  loo^ooomen.  He  pene- 
HmiMf  trated  as  far  ai  Zabalra,  or  Zabtara^  took  and  dcmoliOiBd 
tit  Greek  that  dty,  put  all  the  men  therein  to  the  fword,  and  carried 
tn^f-  the  women  and  children  into  captivity.  From  thence  be  ad- 
vanced toMaiatia  in  Cappadicia,  fetzedupon  dnt  place,  kill- 
ed great  numbers  of  men  he  found  in  it,  and  took  about  looo 
of  the  Mtfitm  women  there  priToners.  He  alfo  made  himlelf 
mailer  of  feveral  other  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  vrtiich  be 
treated  widi  exceflive  cruelty,  putting  out  the  eyet,  and  cut- 
ting  off  tbe  nofes  and  eari,  of  the  men,  and  carrying  away 
the  women  captives,  according  to  fome  of  the  Arab  hifto- 
tiani.  Tb^Khalif,  receiving  advice  of  thcfe  hoAiIities,  and 
of  the  barbarous  conduct  attending  them,  marched  againfl  the 
Gneit  with  a  more  formidable  army  than  any  of  ihofe  with 
which  his  predecelTors  had  formerly  made  war  upon  thai  at- 

*  ABujAArxaALTABAK.  ALMAKiH.iibifap.  p.  141,142. 
Gkec.  Agu^l-Faka),  ubi  Tup,  p.  2J3,  a{4.  Kiioudeuik,Ein 

SaOHIIAHfEuTYCH.  ubifup.  p.  438,  439.  j>'HiRBEL.  ulu  fup. 
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lion.  This-army  he  divided  into  ftveral  bodies^  which  en>, 
te'red  th«  imperiarterritonn  by  difTcrent  routs,  and  reduced 
fcvcral  fortrcfles  belonging  to  the  ChriJiiatUt  before  any  enemy 
appeared  to  oppoTe  them.  Aaeyra,  in  particular,  we  ata 
told,  he  took,  and  ]aid  iii  aOiea ;  though  ^ui,  (be  patriarch 
ofjj/itioeh,  who  attended  the  Khalif  in  thii  expedition,  could. 
bave  prevailed  upon  him  to  have  faved  it,  had  the  inhabit-^ 
anis,  as  he  defired,  opened  their  gates  to  that  prince,  when 
he  firA  prefented  himfeir  before  the  town'.  Some  of  the  Greti 
writers,  on  the  other  hand,  pretend,  tbat  the  ^^^/^cmx  were 
the  ^^relTors  in  this  war,  and  made  an  irruption  into  the  im-. 
periarprovinces  feveral  years  befote,  treating  the  emperor'j 
fubjeds  with  their  ufuaf  barbarity,  without  having  rei^eived 
either  ftom  that  prince  himfelf,  or  any  of  the  people  belong- 
ing to  him,  ,tbe  lead  provocation.  Be  that  as^ii  will,  as 
77>(o)>l)/luft  in  ravaging  S}ria,  had,  according  to  one  of  theni| 
notwiihUanding  the  earned  intreaties  of  the  Kl>ali/,  deftroy- 
cd  Zaiaira,  or  Sczeptira^  the  place  of  his  nativity;  he  or-' 
dered  every  one  of  his  foldicr?  to  ingrave  upon  his  Aieht  - 
tlie  word  Amtrium^  the  birtli-place  of  ThetiphiluSy  ranlcol 
amongft  the  cities  of  Phrjgia  by  PlaUmy  and  Straba^  which 
he  was  rcfulved,  at  all  events,  to  deftioy.  Thefe  c:Lrc(im- 
flances,  however,  have  been  wholly  omitted  by  the  Mojltm 
authors.  The  KhaliffiifL  advanced  to  7arfus  in  Cilida,  and 
front  thence  moved  into  Phrjgia  \  of  which  the  emperor  be- 
ing apprized,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  his  forces  to  tia- 
rylaum,  difiant  about  three  days  journey  from  .Amerium. 
There,  in  a<:ouncilof  war,  feveral  of  his  officers  advifedhim 
to  decline  an  engagement  with  the  Ar'att,  whofe  army  was  far 
inofe  numerous  than  that  of  the  Grteks,  and  to  tranfport  the 
inhabitants  of  Amorium  to  fome  other  place.  But  the  empc- 
(or,  imagining  fuch  a  proceeding  would  re(le3  no  finall  dlf- 
grace  upon  him,  rcfolved  tp  venture  all  in  the  defence  of  his 
native  ciiy  ;  and  Accordingly  fent  thither  a  ftrong  detach-  ^ 

Rient,  under  the  command  of  £tiui,  general  of  the  Eaft, 
Thtedorus  Cratnos,  Thiophilus  BuluHucut,  and  other  experi- 
enced generals.  '  In  the  mean  lime,  the  Kfialif,  having  made 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  invefting  the  city,  detached  a  body 
of  10,000  Turisf  w'v.h  a  ftrong  party  of  Armenian!,  to  try  the 
flrength  of  the  cmperoi'a  forces.  The  two  armies  faced  each 
other  at  Dazyminum,  and  foon  came  to  a  general  action,. 
wbe<ein  the  Arabs  were  at  firft  put  to  the  rout;  but  the 
Grtth,  in  purfuing  them,  were  fo  galled  by  the  arrows  of  the 
Turisy  that  they  not  only  gave  over  the  purfuit,  but  betook 
themfelvcs  to  a  difordcrly  flight.  A  body' of  P/rJiavs^  how- 
ever, in  the  emperor's  fervice,  though  abandoned  by  the  reft 
of  the  army,  flood  their  ground,  knd  fuirounding  the  empe> 
Mod.  Hist.  Vvl.11.  D  d  for, 
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ror,  who  was  prdcnt  in  th«  engagement,  made  head  a^ 
the  enemy,  ama  at  laft,  by  favour  of  the  ni^it,  retired  uito- 
l«rab1c  good  order.  According  to  jfbt^fida,  the  ririit  wing 
of  the  Maflem  army  was  commanded  by  AfpAn  Eh»  &v4f>  tlia 
left  by  Apnatt  and  the  main  body  by  the  Khaltf  hiaiel^  in 
this  expedition.  Jl  A4otaJem,  informed  of  the  good  tuooA 
tS  his  troops,  marched  dirc^y  to  Amirium,  and,  being  choe 
, joineii  by  his  vi&orious  forces,  laJd  dofe  uege  to  dw  idaoej 
lirhich,  aFcer'ii  long  and  obilinate  r£liftance,  was  betrajred  o 
fin)  by  one  of  the  inhabitarits,  wHo  had  atjuitid  the  Cnr^ist 
religion.  The  Kbalif,  enraged  at  the  ^eat  lols  he  had  £if- 
dined  during  the  ficge,  which,  if  we  will  believe  Mm^ii*^ 
continued  at>6ut  55  days,  put  moll  of  the  mCn  to  the  fwoci^ 
canicd  the  women  and  children  intocaptivity,  and  levdlcddi^ 
city  with  file  ground.  Some  6f  the  eaflern  biftorians  reiai^ 
t^at  die  Grttki  lofl  in  the  aforcfaid  adion  above  30,000  men. 
The  Khaltf  i  fofces  being  diftrefied  fiv  vrant  of  water,  in  dictr 
leturn  h6m^  the  Cbri/fian  prifonerl  role  upon  Ibnte  of  theos 
Aid  murdcreid  them  ;  which  lb  eufperated  the  Kbai^,  thai 
he  put  6000  of  fhe  Greeii,  who  had  been  principally  coo- 
cCfncd  in  exciting  that  commotion,  to  death.  Of  the  inha- 
bitants  of  Amorium  30,000  were  flain,  and  as  many  takea 
priforfers,  according  to  Abu'l-Faraj.  JlMhtafim  having  Si- 
covcitd  in  his  march,  that  fome  of  hii  officers  had  cn^iged 
tbemlelves  to  fupport  Al  /fbhas  Ehn  AlMamAn't  pretenliom  to 
the  Khelifati  he  forbad  his  fubjc^  to  fupply  that  prince  with 
liquids  of  any  kind  ;  fo  that,  according  to  ^tdftda^  he  dkd' 
of  ihirft  at  ManbUy  and  was  buried  in  that  city,  the  prefab 
year.  Zebalra,  iabtaroy  01  Stzapttra.  wbofe  de(lru£Boo  oc- 
cafipned  the  terrible  fate  oF  Amertum,  ftood  between  Saitafiita 
jdid  Melatia^  a  day  or  two's  journey  to  tbe  fouth  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  has  been  mentioned  by  Ifmatl  Abulftia^  Mobammat 
Al  Firaujuthadi,  and  other  oriental  writers.  It  mull  here  be 
obfervcd,  that,  according  to  the  authors  followed  by  M. 
D'HtrhtUti  the  Kbalif  did  not  dilcbver  the  con^racy  that 
had  been  formed  againft  him  before  his  arrival  at  Serra  Mmt- 
ray,  then  the  feat  of  the  Khalifai,  after  his  return  from  tbe 
Grtcian  expedition.  The  confpirators,  if  we  will  believe 
thofe  authors,  propofed  to  alTallinatc  his  two  beft  Irjends,  Af- 
/bin  and  AJbab,  and  afterwards  to  elevate  his  nephew  /llAhbii 
to  the  MoJUm  throne.  But  their  defign  bdne  detected,  they 
were  punifhed  with  death ;  and  AlAbbat  himlelf  was  Ihut  up 
in  a  dofe  place,  where  he  had  provifions'  lent  him,  but  was  al- 
lowed nodiing  to  drink.  In  this  condition  be  languilbed  lor 
fome  time,  and  at  lall  mifciably  perilbed  with  thiHl.  Eidj- 
t&itiSf  however,  feenu  to  intimate,  Aa.t  Ai  Aibet's  death  h^ 
2  pmed 
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oonfeqaentlr  bcfois  be  arrived  at  Sarra  Mattrtj  '. 

Thi  foluiwiDg  year^  being  the  224th  of  tbe  H^a,  Ah-  J  nhti- 
J'sSaiEiKThihtr^tbKKhma/jtiMitafntfsvtnniM  of  Kba-e^'i' 
rt^Sbv  marched  a^inft  BdmU  Ebm  KSra*,  who  had  fet  up  Tabre- 
lior  himAlf  in  T)^^/Mm,  wkb  a  powerfutanny,  defeated  him  A^* 
in  fevcral  engagMnent*,  and  atlaHtook-iuin.priiaaer.    This 
put  an  cod  to  the  rebellion  in  thoie  parti,  and  reftoredthe  - 
country,  thai  bad  bnn  the  fccae  of  tbcfe  comnotioni,  to  ita 
former  tnnquilKty.     Aa  ktBdrsbdSbnl^an,  JbiaUabkm 
him  to  M  A^tafim,  who  ordered  him  to  be  wbipt  to  dcadi  f 
after  which,  hii  body  «ai  affixed  10  a  gibbet,  at  a  fcnall  di-t 
fiance  from  that  ^fcoed  for  Biite^    About  the  fame  time,  th4 
KbaB/nacmi  Mi/a  Ebn  Jtm'l  Mbat  Al  Shaikum  from  the 
goveriMMm  of  Bgypt^-  and  appointed  MdUe  Jl  Hindi  to  pre- 
nde  over  ^t  country  in  faia  room,    Urabim  Bin  AlMthJi 
died  this  year,  in  the  month  of  RMmuU» ;  as  did  tijcewife,  ia 
xhe  68th  year  of  fais  age,  Ahi  Obtid  Al  Kaftmy  who  had  ren- 
clered  himAIf  extremely  iitnuHU  \ij  his  utll  in  tbe  Arabit 
torwiie'- 

Vn  the  2a5th  year  of  dte  Hm^  commencing  hbvimhtr  AI  Mdta- 
12th,  839,  AbuDtUfta&ABEkttJ^baiimtdMMMJiytniiittaMf- 
two  perfoni  of  omliderable  note,  departed  dtis  life.     It  ap-  t*viri  m 
pean  from  Ibme  good  authors,  that  Affxn^iSM  captain-general  tta^a^ 
mf  tbe  KhaUft  forces,  endeavoured  to  excite  Mataar^  the  go^  '^  ^^ 
Tcmor  of  Tabrtftin,  to  a  defe^on  i  tiS  which  the  Khaltf  being  *y«/«^ 
apprized,  as  in^  aa  of  hb  impie^,  be  having  been  actually  *~.  'i^'*. 
difcorered  to  be  an  idolater,  and  to  have  a  prepuce,  he  ordered 
him  to  be  thrown  into  prifon,  towards  the  dole  of  this  year  '. 

In  the  year  of  the  H^ra  226,  Affbin,  captain-general  of  Aflhin 
the  Kbatif't  armies,  and  his  greaten  confident,  having  been  txttatid 
accufed  of  holding  a  fecret  mtelligence  with  that  prince'sA"  "'**' 
enemies,  was  executed  for  die  trcwMiable  prances  he  hady^"^' 
been  guilty  of.     After  the  execution,  his  b«Jy  was  fixed  up-/*"*^'"''" 
on  a  gibbet,  erefied  near  thofe  that  exhibited  the  bodies  of 
BirfAA  Bbtt  Koran  and  Babtt.    This  was  Ho  foenn-  done, 
than  fbme  of  tbe  Kb^J*i  officen  learched  Afp^%  houle,  and 

'  Abu  Jaaf^k  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makin,  nbi  fup.  p.  142. 
Guto.  Abu'l-FakaJ,  ubi  fop.  y.  254.  Georc.  Cbdkbh.  hi- 
florisr.  compend.  p>5>8 — $32.  Joah.  Cviopal.  Euttcm.  ubi 
flip.  p.  438 — -441.  Khondimik,  Bbm  Sbohhah,  Itu.  Abul- 
FED.  in  chron.  ad  an.  Hej.  123.  Mouam.Al  Firauzab.  inKun. 
1^1-  geogr.  lib.  ii.  c.  8.  Stkab.  lib.  xii.  Golii  not.  ad  AUragan. 
p.  269,  370.  D'HiAB.  ScEuTTCH-abifap.  *  Aav  Jaapas 

AlTabab.  AlMakik.&Abdlfid.  ubi  Tup.        ^Khohdsuir, 
Eai^  Shohhah,  Abo  Jaafak  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makim,  p.  143. 
AsoLFti},  adan.  He).  »;.  Gkec.AbuVFabaj,  abi  fop.  p.2;4. 
D  d  2  found 
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found  in  it  a  great  number  of  idob,  which  tbcy  immediatdy 
burned.  Thejr  likewife  reduced  to  albcs  fcvend  impiotu 
books,  dilcovered  there,  and  written  to  inAniS  othcis  in  hii 
execrable  optnioni.  Ttiis  yearAi^tf  Milaftm  took  the  goveni- 
mtat  o(  Egypt  fvoxa  Maltc  Al  lunS,  and  gave  it  to /^oi,  ooB 
of  his  meniai  lerrants.  About  the  fame  time,  Abu  I  Ht^ial 
Bbn  Ai  Hadzail  Al  Bafri,  a  fiuiious  Motazeliit  doiSor,  ik- 
parted  Ais  life,  extremdy  r^jctted  by  all  his  fed '. 

A\  Mota'  Th2  next  year,  being  the  327tb  of  the  Hejra,  commeoc- 
ing  OSlaher  Zift,  841,  the  Khali f  Al  Motafm  dic^  at  £*- 
marra,  either  in  the  48th  or  49th  year  of  his  age.  "Fbc  dif- 
temper  that  carried  him  off  is  faid  to  have  been  a  fever ;  afta 
the  itrft  attack  of  which,  he  was  blooded  by  his  principal  phy* 
fician'a  order,  but  without  cfieft.  He  expired  on  Thurfkf, 
the  i8th  of  the  former  Rebi,  and  left  eight  fons  and  u  naay 
daughters  behind  him.  He  reigned  c^ht  years,  cigjht  nuuitht, 
and  eight  days-  He  was  alfo  the  eighth  Khalifai  tbc  houfcof 
y//^iiflr,  was  elevated  to  the  A/i^«m  throne  in  the  2i8tli  jeai 
of  the  He}ra,  was  bom  tn  the  month  of  Sbaaian,  beinfc  the 
eighth  month  of  the  year,  fought  eight  battles,  poQefled  8000 
'  Saves,  and  had  8,000,000  dinSn^  and  So,ooo  diri^'mi,  in  hti 
treafucy  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Thele  circumftanccs  in- 
duced the  Arabs  to  furname  him  Al  A^etlamaij  i.  e.  tbt  tSt- 
nary,  or  tl^e  eighth,  according  to  fome  of  the  beft  oriental 
writers..  As  the  people  oi  Baghdad  difturbcd  bis  repofe  by 
their  frequent  revolts  and.  commotions,  he  took  t^c  refolutioii 
to  abandon  that  city,  and  to  build  another,  in  order  to  iix  hii 
refidence  there.  The  fpothechofeforthispurpofc  was  called 
J^atult  near  the  city  of  Sarra  Jlfanray,  in  the  Arabian  Irdi, 
and  and  not  in  Syria,  as  we  find  advanced  by  M.  D'Htrbekt. 
Here  he  erei£ied  this  new  city,  which  was  firft  called  Samarrit 
»nd  afterwards  Sarra  Matiray.  According  to  Mtrkhaad,  thii 
KJjalif  had  130,000  pied  horfes  in  his  Hables  at  Samarro, 
about  whole  necks  he  ocdeicd  faqks  full  of  earth  to  be  hung, 
which  they  carried  to  a  place  in  the  city  he  had  marked  out 
for  that  puipofe.  The  eanh  brought  hither  in  this  manner 
furmed  a  pretty  high  terras,  on  which  he  built  a  large  laloon, 
from  whence  he  could  eafily  difcover  every  thing  that  paQcd  in 
the  city.  This  terras  gave  name  to  the  magnificent  palace  of 
Samarra,  which  was  everaitercalled  hy  the  Arabi  Tel  Almel- 
hJi,  i.e.  the  hill  of  Jacks;  Almiihili,  in  their  language,  d*- 
notiog  a  fort  of  facks  bung  abouiche  horfcs  necks,  in  which 
they  carry  their  ftraw  and  oats,  according  to  the  common  ufage 
of  the  eaft  ''.  With 

.  <  Khondemir,  Ebn  Shohhah,  Abu  Jaafar  AlTaba*.  At. 
Makik,  ubi  fup.  GftEc.  Abu'l-Fakkj,  ubi  fap.  p.  2^4,  3;;, 
ABULFED.-ad  an,Hej.2z6.  *  Abv  Jaafak  Ai  Tabai. 
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Wi1"H  reg^d  to  ^I  Afatafim's  perlbn,  he  i«  faid  to  hivtDf/crifi- 
tiad  a  haadfoine  face,  red  hair,  a  long  beard,  a  broad  bieal^,  t'en  o/  U' 
and  to  have  been  of  a  fair  complexion.     He  was  of  a  middle pw/on.oi^ 
Aature,  and  fo  extrnnety  robuft,  that  he  once  carried  a  bttT-^^"'''^''' 
den  of  a  thouland  pounds  weight,  if  we  will  believe  fome  of 
the  4rtib  writers,  feveral  paces.     As  to  his  difpoficion,  he  was 
feravc-to  a  great  degree,  and  pundual  in  the  difcbarge  of  re- 
ligious duties ;  though  he  has  been  reprefented  by  fome  of  the 
oriental  hiftoriam  as  intirely  attached  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
Jlfolazalius.     Thefe  heretics  maintained,  as  has  been  already . 
obfcrved,  that  the  Karin  was  created,  and  fluck  not  to  accule 
thofe'of  infidelity,  as  aflertorsof  two  eternal  beings,  ^ho  held  , 
the  contraiy  opinion.     However,  they  were  oppofcd  in  this 
notion  by  aieSmmites,  or  orthodox  MahoTmntdam,  who  be- 
lieved the  K«raH  to  be  uncreated  and  eternal,  fubJifting  in  the 
very  eflence  of  God  ;  or,  as  others  have  exprelled  it,  the 
word  of  God,  and  confequently  uncreated,  as  well  as  the  Di-      ~   , 
vine  Being  from  whom  it  did  originally  proceed     This  Khalif 
kept  a  greater  number  of  forces  on  foot,  partjcularly  horfe, 
than  any  of  his  predecefTors.     He  alio  va^ly  increafed  the 
number  of  boys  at  court,  for  whom  he  provided  about  50,000  * 

fatchels,  ot  litde  bags,  in  which  they  fometimes  carried  their 
provifions.  The  Moflim  hiHorians  celebrate  this  KhaUf  br 
his  greatnefs  of  Jbul,  and  mention  one  of  his  a£tions  that  ap- 
pears in  a  very  lingular  light.  Being  once,  fay  they,  fepa- 
ratcd  from  his  companions  in  the  country,  he  met  with  an  old 
man  {landing  by  hU  afs,  which  had  fallen  down  upon  the 
ground,  in  a  very  dirty  place,  with  a  load  of  thorns  upon  his 
back.  This  fight  fo  affeScd  the  Khaltf,  that  he  immediately 
alighted  from  bis  horfe,  in  order  to  affiil  the  ofd  nan,  and 
raiie  up  his  bcaft;  which  having  done,  chongh  he  fpoiled  hia 
cloaths  by  this  generous  aSion,  he  rejoined  his  retinue,  and 
afterwards  made  him  a  prefenC  of  4000  dinSrs.  He  was  the 
firft  of  the  Khalifs  who  added  the  name  of  God  to  his  own. 
For,  he  ordered  himfelf  to  be  furnamed  BPIiab,  in  God,  or  by 
thf  grace  afGoD ;  in  which  he  was  followed  by  fcveral  of  his 
fucceHbrs,  who  to  their  names  sdded  the  words  Biliab,  in  God, 
Bftmri'Uah^by  the  order  a/"GoD,  yfIa'/iah,gnGoDf  and  »«GoD, 
and  Lrdin^lUih,for  the  faith  «/Gon,  or/or  iheviorjbip  o/God. 
When  the  Griiis  took  and  facked  the  city  of  Zabatra,  an  jlratt 
woman  of  the  hoofc  of  M  /fbbSs  is  faid  to  have  been  taken' pri- 
foner  by  a  horfcman  there;  and,  the  very  moment  ihewas 
AtMAKiH,  ubifijp.  p.  14J,  144.  Greo  Abu'l-Fara;,  nbi  fupi 
p.  25^.  EuTYCH.  obt  fup  MiKKHOND,  Ebn  Shohnah,  D'Her- 
(f:.  ,  Biblioth.  prient.  art.  Miita/im,^.6iq.  Golii  not.  ad  Alfra* 
%tn.  p.  230.  zji.  MoHAM.  Al  FiKAtZABAD.  inKain.  Abui,- 
reo.  ad  an.  Hej,  tzy. 

D  d  3  feized^ 
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fazeif  to'bavc  cried  oW,  "  Succour  me,  O  ^Mk^im.f 
Upon  wbich,  the  faorfenun  faid  to  hcTi  hf  way  of  rtdic^ 
**  See,  here  comes  ^/J/oitf/im  on  his  pied  horie,  to  70m- afitt- 
'**  ance."  This  sdventttte  being  fome  ttme  after  rriatad  to 
the  Kballf,  who  wu  then  at  i  great  diflmce  firom  Zmiatrw,  he 
inftantly  {won,  diat  he  would  not  think  of  sfrf  otiter  cmer- 
prize  before  he  hui  rdeafed  this  womifl.  ft<  1  «M<Bg,lj  he 
marched  at'the  head  of  his  fotcea,  in  die  midft  of  wmcer,  tt 
that  city,  and  attacked  die  Grrtis  pofted  there  widi  fadt  ri- 
gour, that  he  intiiely  defieattd  them.  Thia  nBtorj  opening 
nim  a  way  to  the  placcidicre  the  womaa^ who  criodout  tofain 
for  relief,  wisxlenined,  he  arrived  diere  cficAualljr  toberfiic- 
cour,«iiddelii'eredberoutofCbehandaof  her  enemies.  Bo^ 
fer  a  more  pailiqilar  and  drcumftantial  acconnt  of  tfab  aAir, 
we  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  our  curioBS  fcaden  to  die  e^eiB 
htftoriani  cited  here '. 
Smr/ir-  Iv  Ae  ftniA  yeu  of  -  titt-Khafi/at  cf  Jl  AUtsfimy  Saflm- 
tbtrfarti-niuf  was  placed  in  (be  patriarchal  iee  of  jfiuMMdria,  wbmhe 
niart  IV  aindnued  about  thirteen  yean.  He  wia  a  perfco  of  nncom- 
lattmgu  monpnidenceand  £igadtT,andtnexcdletitpbilofepber.  la 
*'"'  the  feventh  year  of  thb  pnnce'i  reign,  one  jihm  waa  aUb  ooo- 
ftituted  patriarch  of  ytnfaitm ;  but,  bcii^  ealiemdy  iB  ufed 
by  the  Cbrj^iaiu  there,  he  feoo  foiuid  hinMf  oblved  lo  ir- 
nre'fnHn  diat  city.  Whilft  Al  AtSufim  bt  upon  the  A§^ 
throite,  the  king  of  Ethapia  was  Ukevife  eng^ed  in  a  war 
with  Ibine  of  the  neighbouring  powers ;  during  v^ofe  aMencc, 
die  queen  thought  St  to  bantfh  one  ytnms,  a  bifiiop  of  that 
countiy,  and  to^ubfiitute  amther  biOiop  in  hit  room.  Jtmm^ 
bnmediately  after  bb  cxpuUkai,  fled  into  S^,  and  the  f  riw- 
^ent  were  vifited  with  a  peftilepce ;  which  was  Coofidered  as 
a  puniOiment  infltded  upon  dwin  for  the  violence  that  had 
been  offered  that  prelate.  The  king  of  Bthi^tMj  thertfere, 
npon  his  return  from  die  wars,  reproved  his  wife  for  what  Ihe 
iutd  done,  and  recalled  the  bifliop  from  his  exile ;  iMA  oc- 
.  calioned  great  igoidrfgs  amongft  his  fuUedt.  About  Ae 
fame  time,  the  patriarch  of  j&xamHa  lent  foae  bifbopt, 
whom  be  had  or^uned-for  diat  puipcrfe,  as  nnffioaaries,  into 
the  weftem  part  of  ^^ta,  called  PeiittiptUs  hf  the  anticnts, 
and  particulaHy  to  the  city  ofKcirtuMj  dte  metrt)p(£i  of 
diat  country.  Diae^ui,  die  patriarch  of  Amtiad>t  mo  died 
in  dw  KhaBfgt  of  Al  Adkafim,  and  was  fucceeded  by  one 
'  AbvJaafar  Al  Tabaii,  AlMakih,  Gaao.  Abu'l-Fa. 
BA),  et  Bv-rrcH.  ahi  Tup.  Poc.  not.'  in  fpec,  bift.  Arab.  p.  119, 
azo.  MiKKHSKD,  Ebh  Shohnah,  Hamdallah  Ebh  Aav 
Bcca'ERN  Ahmid  Ebn  Na*Si«  At  Moitawapi  AlKazwiki, 
iaJnrikbKhtKtdab,  Igw.  Abulfid.  vbi  fup.  Videetiam  D'Hsx- 
atu  Bibliotb.  orient,  p.  639,  £40. 
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.  y»lm  in  that  patriucbal  fee.  When  SabTiev^ab,  one  of 
tbe  moft  celebnted  pfavficiani  of  the  Jl^flfta  court,  lay  up- 
on h^  death-bed,  the  KJuJif  vi6ted  him  is  tean,  and  ajked 
him  who  fliould  take  care  of  his  health  after  his  deccafe. 
Saimatmfab  replied,  "  That  bufybody  Tabjf  Elm  MAf- 
■«  luyabi  but  take  none  of  his  codukwdi]  (iiedicii)es,"  $oon 
after  which,  Salmawiyt^  died ;  and  toe  KhaH/wu  (o  aSe&ti 
with  tbe  irreparable  Ms  he  (uftaioed  by  that  uagicaJ  event, 
'  that  he  imoKdiately  broke  out  into  the  following  fonowful 
caulamation,  "  I  ih^  foon  follow  him ;  for  the  prcfervation 
<*  of  toy  life  and  h^th  has  been  intirely  owii]g  to  hU  iktll."  *" 

Me  likewife  abftMoed  .from  all  kindls  of  wod  the  w)ioIe  itay  of 
Saimamfab^i  decile,  ordered  a  bier  ro  be  brofight  into  the  pa^ 
lace,  and  the  funeral  lcrv,ice  to  be  perforaed,  in  bii  pre- 
tence, with  candles  and  perfumes,  afber  the  Cbriflifa  num- 
ner.  And  he  had  great  reafon  to  be  under  the  vaft  concern 
he  expreflcd  on  this  mdancfady  occafion.  For,  Salmawi- 
yeb  blooded  biqi  twice  a  year,  aad,  after  each  veneJcAioa, 
ordered  him  fome  cooling  pbyfic ;  by  which  means,  be  en- 
yoyeA  a  good  ftate  of  health  as  long  as  th;»t  phyficuui  lived. 
X^3,  on  the  contrary,  prefciib£d  him  a  cathartic  ^fore  he 
uadcrwciU  the  aforelaid  ofieration  i  which,  Qotagrceing  with  ' 
his  conftitution,  gradually  altered  (he  habit  of  hu  body,  and 
at  laft  terminated  in  his  death,  according  to  Abii l-Ftira]. 
He  is  laid  to  have  furvivcd  ^^i^uwjjwi&only  twcntr  months  by 
ffaat  hillorian-  His  &rll  prime  minifier  vinAli'ail  Ebu  Mtr- 
wizpi;  3&£iv\io(cainaiiaatMabammtdEhn  HammMMbaAh- 
i£ahiwAc  M  ZijaU  the  fcribe,  or  fecretarv,  ^Acd  in  t}^t,ca- 
padty  for  him.  iiii(ii^t€mt\Mi^wi&Aomd^k»AbttD«iuil\  • 
and  thofe  who  a^cd  under  him,  SJxiib  Ebn  Sahtly  Mebatimtd 
£tn  Satna'a,  Ab^allab  Ebn  G4Ub,  and  Abu  yagfer  Ebn  IJa 
Ebn  Hefam  Al  Bapi.  The  captain  of  bis  guar^  was  IPtak 
£bn  ibrcbin;  his  chamberlains,  Simi,  tbe  SV-i,  his  freed- 
pian,  Wajify  tbe  7«ri,  who  bore  the  fame  relation  to  him, 
and  Baga,  one  of  the  Einie  natbn,  His.ordinary  chamber- 
lains v/atMtbemtttidEbnAJtmAlHattatiy  Taivb  Ebulbrahim, 
Atab  Ebn  Aiaby  aad  Mabanwui £b»  Hammed  EbnDatduifii, 
The  infcription  of  bis  feal  was.  Goo  is  tbt  anfdaui  efAhu 
■l(iak^aA\Kiihid,tndhiitlitvaiiibim.  The firft  and  laft ' 
day*  of  his  reign  are  faid  to  have  been  Tburfday ;  with  which 
.obfervation  we  fball  beg  leave  to  conclude  ear  hiflo^  of  the 
Kheltfrt  of  this  potent  prince  ". 

*  EoTTca.  ubifap.  p  440-; — 443.    Asv  J«apak  AlTa< 

lAK.  AlMakik,  ubi  fnp.  p.  144,  145.    Gold  not.  ad  Alfra' 

gan.  p.i6z — 164.  HoHAiii,apodGn^.Abu*l-Par.  abifap.  p.2{5, 

356.  ut  et  ipft  GmcAbv'l-Far.  ibid.  I9M.Abui,pbd.  ub  fup. 
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SECT.    XXX, 

Al  Wi-      A  L-Wathek  Bi'llaH  -vm  proclainic<iA7W;ythe&medij' 
thekBil-    ^^  his  fatherj//Af^/ff/f»«(}iccl,that  is,  theiSth  of  the  ft»rm«T 
UhofiinJi  Rait,  at  SarraManraji  and  inaugurated  afterwards  ztBagbJaJ. 
tit  Mof-    His  jnother'!  name  was  KaratU,  or  F^rgtis,  and  his  own  *t 
^tmlhr^lUTgtHarunJ1lfVdthtkBUlabAbuia<rfarEbnAlMkafemElmHc• 
efttrAX,  r^nAiRaJftld:  Abouithis  time,Yhetfhi!ut,  the  Greet  empctor^ 
Motafem.  digj^  an^  ,„^  fuccredcd  l)y  his  fon  Muhail  \  who  being  then 
only  fix  years  old,  his  raomerTheetUre  tooV  upon  her  tnead- 
mLjiiftratien.'    Abifalrabmai  ftill  governed   the  Majlemt  is 
Spain,  and  feems  to  have  gained  fcveral  advantages  over  the 
■CbH^ioHi  there.     The  new  Khalif  adhered  to  the  errors  rf 
the  Mitazalites,  as  well  as  his  predeccflbr  Jl  Mitafem  j  and 
even,  at  the  inftigation  o\  Ahmed  Ebn  Abu  Davad  ^nA  Mt- 
hammed  Ebn  Hammad  Ebn  Abialm&Uc  Al  Ziyat,  carried  on  a 
moft  6erce  and  violent  perfccution  againft  the  Satmiteiy  parti- 
cularly thofe  who  denied  the  creation  of  the  KtrSn.     Ffis  mo- 
ther is  raid  to  have  been  a  Grtti  by  nation.     In  oonftquence 
of  his  attachment  to  the  Metaxalitti,  he  entertained  thcmoft 
favourable  fentiments  of  all  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  AK. 
We  are  told  by'  Abulfeda,  that  Raja  Ein  Ajih,  with  a  body  of 
troops  afligned  him  for  that  purpofe  by  Al  Watbik,  (iipprefled 
a  rebellion  of  the  Kaifiam  at  Dmnafeus,  and  beheaded  1500 
of  the  rebels  (here,  this  year  ". 
ffcMof-       The  following  year,  beitig  the  2Z$ih  of  the  flrp-a,  hb' 
lemsin'    ginning  O^tf^cr  toth,  842,  Al  ffatbei  difmilled  his  judge* 
vatie  Si-    and  fecretaries  of  ftatc,  and  extorted  from  them',  either  liir 
cily-  real  or  pretended  crime*,  very  confiderable  Aims  of  money. 

According  to  Al  Nowtiri,  Al  ffathik  undertook  this  year  an 
expedition  againft  the  illand  of  Sicilj,  and  landed  a  body  of 
troops  there.  Soon  after  this  defcenr,  he  laid  fiege  to  Mif- 
finoy  atid  in  a  (bort  time  made  himfelf  mailer  of  that  city'; 
wliich  conqufft,  continues  ihis  author,  was  followed  by  that 
of  the  whole  ifland.  However,  this  invafton  has  been  intirely 
pafTiMj  over  in  filence  by  the  Chrnictn  Sicu/um,  already  cited 
here,,  which  we  take  to  be  a -piece  of  exceeding  good  autho- 
rity ;  tho'  it  fceihs  to  have  been  mentioned  bv  AMi'lFaroj. 
Abulfeth  obferves,  that  -AJthammtd  Ebn  Ahdallab  Ebn  'dl 
■  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  14;. 
Greg.  Abo'i-Raraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  IJ7.  Eutych,  ubi  Jup.  p  44-, 
4+}.  Georo.  Cebren.  ubt  fop.  p.  5J3,  ^\\,  «.r.  Joan.  Zo- 
(jAR.  annal.  lib.  xvi.  p,  1  ^z,  1 5}.  &c.  Roderic.  Tolitan.  hilL 
Arab,  c.xxv.  p.  z2.  AiiuLVEU.  inchror.ad  an.  Hcj.  zij.  D'His- 
BEL,  B^Loth.  orient,  art.  I'aiL-ti,  p.  911, 
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'  jfglab  was  then  the  Emr^  or  governor,  of  the  illani],  and  re- 
fi'ded  at  Pa/rrflia.  Helilcewile  informs  us^  that  this  j^Ai£ff< 
commander  reduced  manj'  clues  there,  and  carried  oif  from 
thence  a  ver^  conliderable  number  of  prifoners,  together  uich 
a  Ivge  tjuantrty  of  fpoil,  in  the  laSlh  year  of  the  Htjra, 
Ti«  probable,  therefore,  that'///  Naweiri,  or  rather.M.  D'Ntr,  ' , 

ieUl,  has  miftakcn  the  KbdifM  IVathek  for  the  Emir  Mtbam- 
medEbn  Abd'allab  Ebn  At  AgUib ;  efpecially  a>  we  find  not  the 
leait  intiAation  of  Al  Jf^athtk's  having  undertaken  fuch  a  Si- 
tilian  expedition  in  the  Tarikb  of  Abujoafar  Al  Tabari.  Bt, 
that,  however,  as  it  will,  we  may  infcr  from  Abulfedoy  that 
this  Mahammd  Ebn  Ab^allah  Ebit  At  Aghh  firft  took  upon 
tiimfelf  the  government  of  Sicily,  and  afTumed  the  title  of  Emir 
of  that  iJland,  the  prefentyear.  It.alfo  appears  from  the  Cbr«-i 
nicen  Suulum,  that  this  frincc's  new  fubjeds  were  greatly  in- 
fefted  by  vaft  fwarms  of  locufts  about  the  tmc  time  ". 

The  next  year,  being  the  229th  of  the  J/s/Zmi  sera,  jflf-foNor-' 
^dthek  recalled  AH  Ebn  Tahya  from  Egyft,  and  appointed  mans  i»- 
JJa  Ebn  Manjur  to  prefide  over  that  country  in  his  room.  i}ai» 
KbalfEbn  Hejham  died  this,  and  Ahu  Tamim  Ebn  Jws,  a  ce-  Spain  j 
lebratcd  poet  of  the  tribe  qf  Toy,  the  preceding  year.     The 
Normans  fent  a  fleet,  con&ftlng  of  fifty-four  large  (hips,  and 
as  many  gallics,  with  a  body  of  land-forces  on  Iward,  accord- 
ing to  Reiieric,  at  this  time,  to  Lijban,  in  order  to  drive  Ab- 
^ah-abmdn  Ebn  Al  Haiem,  the  wcftem  Kbal'tf,  out  of  Spain  p. 

In  Ihc  230th  year  of  the  Htjra,  commencing  SepUmbtr  mid  tir$ 
iSih,  S44,  Ab£allah  Ebn  Thaher  Ebn  He/tin  depaned  thi3.Aw« 
life.  He  was  an  cxcclIentoiEcer,  a  grcatencouragerof  learnedyrfl* 
men,  particularly  poets,  and  had  hecn  fuccelEvely  governor '^ww^iy 
of  Kberafanj  Syria,  and  Egypt,    This  year  the  "''""*"» '^l  V 
called  Magians  by  Abulfeda,   advanced  with  a  formidable™"*"' 
fleet,  and  a  powerful  body  of  troops  on  board,  from  Lijim'"''"' 
to  Seville,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  city.     From  thence  they 
moved  to  Cadiz,  and  attempted  to  make  themfelycs  mafters 
of  that  place.     But  being  repulfed  in  all  their  attacks  both . 
upon  that  fortrefs  and   Seville,   and  receiving  ^dvice  that 
Abd'atrabman  was  marching  againft  them  W  the  head  of.  a 
numerous  army,  attended  by  a  flrong  fquadron  of  Oiips,  they 

•  Abu  Jaapab  AtT»»Aa.  Al  Makih,  uW  fup.  Al  Now- 
cm.apod  D'Hcrbel.  ubi  fup.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  utn  Tup.  Et- 
cerpt.  ex  chronol.  gniv.  I114.  Abulfeo.  ex  codic.  Arabic.  MS.  in 
Biblioth.  Divi  Laurent.  Efcarial.'apijd  Joan.  Hii]iiift.  Carui.'ubi 
fup.  p.  iB.  Chronic  bicul.  Arabic.  Cantabngienf.  apddCarai.  obi 
fop.p.5-  '  Aaif  jAAfAiiALTABAR.    AlMaKin,  ubi 

fup.  Rooeaic.  Tolbtah.  uU  Tap.  AlNowiik,  apud  D'Herbel. 
ubi  fup-  Tabikk  AbMACaea,  Sec. 
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diought  fit  to  retire  to  Lifim  vidi  uncommoii  weaipitatioDi 
and  were  finally  driven  from  thence  by  that  prince  s  fcKroe  widH 
cHit  any  confiderabk  Io&  q. 
Atarttl       The  following  year,  being  the  231ft  of  the  Hqra^  b^u- 
fittlUht-  1)11%  Stpttmbrr  7Ch,  845,  a  cartel  for  riie  excbaiige  utd  re- 
Mm/*  f4«  demprion  of  prifoncrs  was  fettled,  according  to  Aki^l-Ff^ 
OuiftiaM  between  the  Msfitmt  and  the  Chnft'tamy  upon  tbe  bai^  of  Ac 
tmdtht      river  AlLamet,  the  Lamus  of  PioUmf  abvut  a  da^s  journey 
**<»*«»»•  from  r<sr/i(j  in  Ciiida.   The  perfon  fcnt  by  M  H^Atbtk  to  con- 
duct this  afeir  on  the  part  of  the  Mtjltms  wai  one  Khctduy  a 
eunuch,  who  received  orders  from  his  maflcr  not  to  redeca 
any  of  the  MibammtJau  captives,  that  rcfufed  to  aflcit  the 
creation  of  ^c  Kaidn^  and  would  not  deny  all  vifion  of  Goo 
in  paradife  by  the  corporeal  eye.  The  Arah  prifoncre  redeoDcd 
en  dtis  occanon  amounted  to  4460  n\en,  befides  800  woonb 
and  children,  and  about  100  belonging  to  die  Xbafffs  aOia, 
who  all  entered  the  MeJIim  camp  on  the  tenth  day  Af  die 
month  MMahorram.    Mtboriky  an  Arab  mufidan,  Jim  li- 
kub  YufifBbn  Tahja  AJBtu/ahbt,  a  difciple  of  the  famous  jS 
Sb&fii,  who  was  incarccratc{)  for  denying  the  creatiofi  of  tbe 
'    Karaa,  and  Ebtt  Al  Arabia  a  celebrated  philologer  of  dfa^ 
•who  left  many  learned  productions  behind  him,  died  diis  je«. 
A  body  oi  jfi  ff^atbtfs  troops,  in  the  winter,  made  an  im«p- 
ina  into  the  Cbrijiian  provinces ;  but  were  foon  obliged  to  re- 
tire by  the  fcvcrity  of  the  feafon,  and  the  enemy's  detach- 
ments fent  againft  them.     Of  the  Arabi  200  pcrifhed  witfa 
cold,  as  many  were  taken  prifoners,  and  a  great   nvHnbtf 
'     drowned  in  the  BoJaniHin ;  (o  that  the  A!ifui///funaincd  aprc^ 
confiderable  lofs  in  this  unfortunate  expedition  '. 
j^]yf^.        The  next  year,  being  the  232d  of  the  Hgra,  the  Mtftm 
Aekj^M.  defeated  a  large  body  of  the  Sidiian  forces  near  EntUt  caikd 
at  prefeiit  by  the  natives  Cajlro  Gievanni,  and  put  90CO  aC 
ithnn  to  the  fword.     After  which,  they  feized  upun  that  tort- 
refs,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  territory  dependent  upon  iL  They 
atfo  fortified  the  citadels  of  Modtkah,  the  Motiua,  or  iittyd, 
bf  Pteitntfj  and  the  Medico  of  the  modems,  which  they  had 
reduced  die  preceding  year.    The  Khalif  M  IVaih4k  died  M 
ihe  twenty-third,  or  die  twenty-fourth,  day  of  the  raonth 
•JDki/ibajjat  and  hJs  brother  ^/ ^0/tfUAi<ti//  faid  the  funenl 
lervice  over  him.    With  regard  to  the  caufe  of  his  deadivau- 
,  thors  arc  not  agreed.     We  are  told  by  Abuffida  and  Atu'l- 

*  Abv  Jaafak  Al  Taiab.  Al  Makih,  abi  fup.  p.  146. 
ALNowElKii'RDMitic.  ToLBTAN.  ubi  fup.  Abulfsd.  adu. 
■Hej.  130.  '  Grec.  Abu'l  Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  .Goluhl 

adAllragMi.  F-  *$.}■  Abvlfed.  ad  an,  Hej.  231.  Gaoac.Ci- 
bREK.utufup  p.  54i,&e. -Joam.  Zohab.  annal.  {(b. fvi. 
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JPtrrajt  that,  being  troubled  with  the  dropTy,  he  continued  Ux 
touM  dne  in  a  ftove,an(l  found  hin^lf  thereby  greatly  rclieve^i 
wliich  induced  him  to  flay  in'  it,  heated  more  than  uliial,  the 
next  day  longer  than  before.  This,  continue  die  farae  wri- 
tcn,  amdcd  him  in  fudi  a  manner^  that  be  expired  upon  the 
ipot ;  tbou^  his  attendants  were  not  fenf^  of  his  d«th,  dll 
■Key  viewed  blm  Ufeleti  in  his  litter.  Oo  the  other  hand,  we 
M^'taionatAlij  Jbujaafar  AlTabari^  that,  being  extremely 
addicted  to  venery,  he  ordered  his  phylician  to  prepare  hia 
toax  provocatives,  and  tbofe  of  the  moil  powerful  kind.  The 
dodor,  unwilling  to  comply  with  his  coounands,  reproTentcd, 
thattheywould  prove  of  fatal  contcquence  tohim.  However, 
tbe  KhaSf  perfifting  in  his  refolution,  the  phyfkian  afliired 
lum,  that  if  he  would  talu  only  three  drachms  of  lion's  flefli 
properly  prepared  in  red  vinenr,  it  would  produce  the  defired 
cficd.  This  provocative,  therefore,  he  made  ufe  of  in  hia 
drink,  and  it  {bon  put  a  poiod  to  his  days.  A  little  before  hia 
death,  falling  proftratc  oa  the  ground,  be  burft  out  into  the  fol- 
lowiDg'ejaculatioaf  O  htavtnlj  Hag,  wheft  rtign  ii  eUnul,  bam 
tOMTCj  upM  a  p»er  prinet,  vibaft  nigH  hjieeting  and  tranJUerj  I 
He  lat  nfUhaMtJUm  throne  five  years,  nine  months,  and  fix 
days,  or,  as  othen  ^ill  have  it,  five  years,  (even  months,  and 
thirteen  dan.  Some  authors  relate,  that,  whilA  the  people 
were  afiembled  after  his  death  to  eled  bis  Aicceflbr  Jl  M*u- 
waii^j  a  lizard,  or  rather  newt,  came  out  of  the  gaiden  ad- 
joiniiw  to  the  pabue,  plucked  out  his  eyes,  and  ^ecdily  de* 
TOitfcd  tbemi  and  that  this  was  net  perceived  before  bit 
body  was  walhed,  in  order  to  be  intencd.  With  .regaid 
to  his  perlbn,  be  wa*  of  a  fiair  complexion,  a  middle  fta> 
Ciiie,  and  had  a  very  broad  breaft.  His  beard  was  alfo  ex- 
tmndy  thick  and  bufliy,  and  be  had  a  white  fpeti  in  tut 
li^  (^c.  As  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  a  prirKe  of  great  ho- 
nour, valiant,  an  admirer  of  tbe  Jrab  poetry,  and  a  muiufr< 
cent  rewardcr  of  tbofe  who  excelled  in  that  branch  of  litera- 
ture. In  moft  points  of  conduct,  be  imiuted  his  uncle  M 
Mandn^  particularly  in  bis  attachment  to  the  {JtSl  of  tbe  Mi- 
jaxalita.  He  confirmed  the  cdi£t  made  by  Jl  MmmAn  tdxt- 
ing  to  the  creation  of  the  Keraty  and  perfecvttd  with  uncom- 
mon barbarity  all  who  prefumed  to  maintain  the  contrliy  c^*- 
mon.  This  matly  alienated  his  fubjeds  from  him ;  which 
encouraged  Ahmid  Ehn  Naffer  Ebn  ^.j/ff,  fumamed  AtKbt' 
rdif  one  of  the  moil  celebrated  of  thofe  doflors  who  bote 
'  the  title  of.  M  Haftdbt  that  is  to  fay,  tht  prtftrvtr  af  tht 
Pkophetic  Traditions,  entered  into  a  conlpiracy  againft 
him.  This  do3or  found  means  to  engage  many  of  the  piin- 
cipal  lords  of  BagbdM,  and  feveral  olhCT  dolors,  in.an  M- 
leaipt  to  dethrone  Jl  ff^4tM,  and  tg  fix  himTclf.  noon  ^ 

M*Jltitt 
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'Mopm  throne.     But  the  confpiracy  being  dirrovered  by  die 

I     governor  of  Boghiad,  he  felzed  Ahnud  in  bis  own  boufe  ibe 

day  before  it  waa  to  be  carried  into  execution,  and  fnit  him  id 

irons  to  Samarra,  or  Sarra  Manray,  then  the  rdidence  of  the 

Khalif.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  immediately  brov^ 

into  ^/^(Afi'sprcfence,  who,  without  faying  a  word  of  die 

confpiracy,  prelled  him  to  aflert  the  creation  of  the  Ktra; 

whidi  he  refufing  to  do,  and  abfblutely  pcrlifling  in  the  coin* 

.  mon  fentiment  of  the  onhodox  Mtjtemu  who  unaniiiioulij 

admit  the  eternity  of  that  boolc,  the  KbaSfwTis  fo  enraged, 

that  he  tnftantly  drew  his  fq'mitar,  and  cut  off  the  tiaicor'5 

tiead  with  his  own  hands '. 

H*  im-        It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  jflWatbei  imitated  in  aS 

taitdin    things  his  uncle  ^/^oWff.     He  was  therefore extremelyde- 

»Utbingi  lighted  with  the  (tudy  of  the  fciences,  and  not  a  little  cveffed 

hh  vnili    all  men  of  letters.  He  was  alfo  liberal  and  charitable  to  a  gren 

A\  Ma-    degree,  having  taken  great  care  that  no  poor  people  thouTd  be 

WQ.        found  in  any  part  of  his  vaft  dominions  j  infomuch  that  not  i 

fin^e  beggar  was  to  be  met  with,  through  the  whole  courfccf 

'    his  reign,  Either  at  Mecca  or  Medme.    He  was  particula^ 

fond  of  aRrology,  and  having  in  his  lallillnelis  conferred  witn 

feme  of  his  wife  men,  who  were  the  moft  famed  for  thcirlkin 

in  that  art,  upon  confulting  his  lioroftope,  they  aiTured  him, 

that,  from  the  prefent  moment,  bis  reign  Ihould  be  continutd 

'f\hy  years ;  though  he  is  faid  not  to  have  lived  above  ten  diyt 

after  the  predifllon.     TTie  principal  of  thefe  aflrologen  wai 

■jfl  Hajan  Efm  Sahel  Ebn  Nubakht.     This  occurrence  hat 

i)can  mentiOTcd- both  by  the  Arab  znA  Perftanhi^uans  '. 

His  Jiaih :    An  oriental  writer  likewife  relates,  thai  Ahmtd  Ebn  year 

frgiiad   having  been  thrown  into  prifon,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  acfcnow- 

^  a  rt-    ledge  the  creation  of  the  Koran,  and  the  impoflibility  of  (ee- 

mmrimi/t  jng  GoD  hereafter  in  paradife  with  corporeal  eyes,  received 

4nam.      ftom  the  goOd  company  he  found  in  the  place  of,  his  coiiline- 

mencno  (mall  degree  of  confolation.     For,  Mebammtd  Eh 

JJammddEhnjfb^almaltcAiZiyAt,  the  Kf)oltfif!/tr,vihopetk. 

cuted  the  Sonnitei  in  a  cruet  manner,  filled  all  the  prifons  rf 

Samarra  with  orthodox  Mefiems.  Amongft  thefe  there  was  one 

Abmtd  Ebn  Ifrml^  a  famous  aftrologer ;  to  whom,  as  well  as  to 

many  oth«s  of  his  fellow- prifoners,  Mmed  Ebn  Naxlr  relatol, 

•  Chronic.  Sicul.  Arabic.  Cautabrlgienf  FruiP.  Parut.  Ptou 
^eograph.lib.  iii.  rap-4.  Abu  Ja^fab  AiTabar.  Al  MAKti, 
■bi  flip.  Isu.  Aduuhd.  ad  an.  Hcj.  aji.  Ghkc  Abw  t-Fjmj, 
"Mbi  fup.  p  z;8.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.,  p.  444,445.  i^uaitDtuit. 
Videetiam  D'Herbei  nbifup.p.gii  ^Jamaio'ddir 

MoHAUMED  fiil.  fl'ttiijinjam}  A!  Haic'iat  luaLamf  jil  Ra^iaiil, 
■Abu  Jaafak  AlTaba*.  Al  Makin,  Ism.  Acolfed.  Gkio. 

ABU'L-FALAJfCt  KKOKDEUIK.ubl  fup. 
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^^at  a  phantom  had  appeared  to  him  in  his  dream  the  precedine 
rkight,  and  afTtired  him  that  AllVdthek  fliouMdic  in  a  month  a 
tame.  The  aitrglogcr  then  being  dcfired  to  calculate  that 
prince's  nativity,  in  order  to  dlfcover  what  truth  there  was  in 
ihis  no^urnal  predidion,  refufed  to  be  concerned  in  To  dange- 
rous an  affair.  However,  tholaftday  of  the  month  being 
c:ome,  he  Taid  to  Jhmtd  Ebn  Nazir,  *^  What  do  you  fay  now 
«'  of  your  dream,  fince  the  term  pointed  out  by  your  phan- 
*'  torn  is  almoft  expired?"  To  which  ^AffwJ  replied,  ^ani 
things  may  JlUl  happen  befare  the  cmclufien  of  the  appraaching 
night.  After  which,  about  the  fecond  watch  of  the  fame  night, 
a  confiderable  number  of  people  arrived  at  the  prifon-door, 
with  advice  of  the  Khaltf's  deceafe  ". 

Other  authors  inform  us,  that  JllVitbeif  by  eating  and  Diei «/  m 
drinking  to  great  excefi,  and  that  frequently  when  he  hM  M^P/y,  ae- 
appetite  at  all,  together  with  his  immoderate  ufe  of  women,  f*'^i'<£  " 
brought  himfelf  into  a  dropfy  j  of  which  he  was  ciired  by  a/^  'fihi 
celebrated  phyfician  of  Ni/abur,  who  advifed  him  to  live  more  'V'/" 
temperately  for  the  future,  asarelapfemuft  prove  fataltohim. '""'""''• 
But  notwich {tan ding  this  falutary  advice,  the  Khaltfhoa  be- 
gan to  purfue  his  former  irregular  courfe  of  life,  and  yizs  con- 
Kquendy  in  a  fliort  time  afflided  with  the'  fame  diftemper,  of 
which,  in  conformity  to  the  doctor's  prediction,  he  died  within 
the  fpace  of  a  very  few  months ", 

■     One  of  the  fame  authors  remarks,  that  the  Khaltf  Al  fV&-  jjaia 
thek  had  fo  terrible  an  eye,  that  having  a  little  before  his  death  <uiry  itr- 
caft  an  angry  glance  of  it  upon  one  of  his  domellics,  who  had  riblt  tjtr 
been  guilty  of  fbme  fault,  the  man  was  inlJantly  out  of  coun- 
tenance, and  fell  backwards  upon  another  pcrfon  that  flood  at 
a  (mall  diAance  from  him.     Which  very  eye,  by  a  moft  ex- 
traordinary accident,  was  plucked  out  of  the  Khalifa  head, 
according  to  this  writer,  by  an  animal  refembling  a  pole-catj 
that  dipt  between  his  face  and  a  hnen-cloth  which  covered  it, 
WhilR  he  lay  dead  in  the  palace  ". 

Some  of  the  /frah  hiflorians  havcobfoTcd,  that  AlWalhek  Other 
himlelf  was  a  tolerable  good  poet,  as  well  as  a  rewarder  ofpariUu- 
thofc  who  excelled  in  di^awirg  up  poetical  compofitions  ;  that''"''  f"'- 
hfl  fuhg  well,  and  had  an  excellent  voice.     He  made,  in  the  '■^//•^ «  " 
•     fecond  year  of  his  reign,  one'Sr:rgius,  who  had  been  a  great"*- 
enemy  to  thofe  of  his  own  communion,  and  was  for  that  rea- 
fon  very  difagreeablc  to  thc'm,  patriarch  oi  Jfrufalem,  where 
be  refided  in  that  capacity  fixteen  years.     He  likewife  tilled 
(he patriarchal  fee  oiAntioch,  which  became  vacant  in  the  fixth 
■  jAiriALo'DDiH  MoRAMMED  Al  AwKi,  ubt  lup.  *  Ah- 

MiD  Ebn  Mohammed  Abd'aljaafak  Al  Kazwihi,  Mipk- 
HOHD,  Jalali,  KKONDeMiit,  &c.  ■  Ahmid  Eba  Mo- 

HAMuiD  Abd'aljaafar  AlKazw^hi,  ubifiip.  « 

year 
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year  of  bir JEiir^/ir(,  widl  one Niehlia,  wbo  fqrfided  oytilhe 
Cbri^idni  (here  twentjr-thrae  Tears.  WemuftiidtfbrgeCtoie- 
mark,  that  the  above-racntioiKd  ^  Hmfait  Elm  Smbtl  £im 
NMbaibfwaa  the  greateft  aftronomer,  ai  wdl  as  aftrologcr,  of 
dw  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  wrote  a  trcatifeiqMatb^'^bvMi^ 
or  manfions  of  the  moon.  With  re^d  to  this  KhaOft  m- 
tuften  ftnd  Arvantt,  Mehanmud  Ehn  Hammid  Elm  -A^alm&t 
Al'Lijat  was  his  principal  coiuirdlor,  or  Yifiri  tbecapCunof 
his  guards  Ijbak  Ehn  Ibrahim ;  his  chief  judge  Jhnd  Etm  Am 
Dawd\  and  his  chamberlains  Jytab,AiKTtiri,  bis  freed- mai^ 
Bogd,  the  Turi,  his  menial  Icrvant,  ff^astf,  the  Titrit  bn  freed- 
ttian,  Mehammed  Ehn  Hatnmdd  Ehn  Daniajb^  Aftbab^  bis  fei^ 
vanty  AbmedEbn  Avur,  and  MAentmid  Ehn  Aftm  M  j^aiaSa 
The  iirft  day  of  bis  reign  was  Friday,  and  the  laft  Ifetbujd^. 
The  infcription  of  his  feal  was,  God  it  the  cmfiJmu  tf  Al 
Wadiek.  Some  writers  make  him  to  have  been  tfauty.iwas 
othen  thirty- four,  and,  laltiy,  othen  tfairty-fix,  jataa£  ^ 
at  the  time  of  his  dcceafe  ''. 

SECT.    XXXI. 

Ht  ufu€'    A  L  Wathek's  death  was  no  Iboner  known  dun  his  bii>- 

tetdid  hf   *^  t^i  Al  AietmumUtl  Ala'llab  was  fahited  KbaUf  br  the 

bithnthtr^aa^KcASamarra^vaA  afterwards  acknowledged  u/ucfatnall 

Al  Mota^  tlie  provinces  of  die  empire.  Hii  mother  SbajOy  AlMkspmft 

wakkel.    concubine,  was  of  KJuwIora-umtkn  extradion.  Abmtd  Ebn  Aki 

Dawdf  Allfatbti's  principal  Judge,  A&hammtd  Ekn  Hamud  ■ 

£hnAhi:almaUcAlZtyatyh:ayiftr^2aAJ(^Mif^y!asTtiriyto^^ 

widi  feveral  other  leading  men,  at  firft  had  an  intentioa  id 

proclaim  Mthanmudy  fumamed  jfiMobtadi,  AlWhlkifi  fin, 

KbalSf;  but^^jZ/'aiterwardsobjcSing  to  dii>,  on  acooont  of 

his  lender  yean,  they  dropped  their  d(£gn,  and  agrml  to  in* 

vefl  Jaafar  Ahu'l  Fadl  Al  MetaivakJul  Aia'Uab  Efm  Al  A£u- 

ftntt  the  late  Kbalifs  brother,  dun  about  twennr-liz  yean  of 

age^  with  the  imperial  dignity.     The  new  KbaU/nmavei  the 

governor  of  Egypt  from  bit  office,  fbon  after  b>a  acceffion,  aad 

conferred  upon  Aniab,  one  of  his  friends,  ttwt  lucrative  po^  *. 

Vf»iifdt-     As  Ai  Mehtadi,  AlWatbtk's  fbn,  was  inc^able  of  o£i»- 

itrminei    ating  publickly  in  the  molque,  on  account  of  his  tender  age,    , 

tbitbtia  Waiiff  upon  maturedeliberaiion,  thoughthe  fhould beniUty 

ef  ibt       of  a  great  fin,  if  he  concurred  with  the  other  principal  ^cers 

grandm    of  the  empire  in  advancing  that  young  prince  to  tlw  dignity 

'"/"^y^  of  Im^ }  and  therefore  dettrmmeit  their  choice  of  a  uve- 

LrL^I  "'S"  po°^^t  who  was  to  be  emperor  of  the  feithfiil,  in  £i- 

T  Aay  Jaafak  AlTabar.  ALMAKii(,nbi  fnp.  p,  147.  Ev- 

TYCH.  abi  fup.  Gkio.  ABu''-fA*">ii"bifup.  ■  Asu 

JAArAR  ALXABAa.  A[.MAKiH,iilMrup.p.  147,  148.  Evttcr. 

obi  fup.  p.  4^6, 447.  GasB,  AsuVf  AKAJt  ubi  fup.  p.  359- 

vour 
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vour  of  Al  Moiauiaiktl.  Thii  Wasif  coxam*t^tA  the  body  <^ 
7Vi^  troops,  or  rattier  the  TurUjb  irregulars,  firft  ftt  oa 
foot  by  the  KbaSf  Al  Malafim ;  which  ^ve  great  weight  to' 
his  reprcfentattons,  and  enabled  him  the  more  eality  to  aitf 
his  point,  notwitbftanding  the  vaft  influence  of  AivbamrMd  Bin 
Hamnud  Ehn  AialmUs  Al  Ziyaty  the  ]ate  £i»d!/'i  Vifir^  on 
this  important  occaiion  *. 

Mohammed  Kbn  Hammad  Ebn  Abd'almaibc  AiMThntfr 
ZiYAT  having  treated  AiMetaviiakktt\%  in  hi ■  brother's  life-medEbn 
tiiBC,  that  prince  refented  the  injuries  he  had  thenmet  with,  loon  AU'al- 
aftcr  he  afcended  thtMaJUm  throne.    He,  therefore,  Tent  himBulec  Al 
to  prifon  in  the  year  of  the  Hijra  233,  and  ordered  a  petfcnZijrit^ajl 
io  keep  him  awake  there  for  fcveral  days  and  night*  tmfether.'^^j^'^V 
JHebamaua  being  after  this  fufFered  to  take  fome  repofc,  flept'~  ^— ' 
a  wh6le  day  and  a  night ;  and,  after  he  awoke*  was  thrown    -   *'''*'''• 
into  an  iron>funtace,  lined  with  fpikes,  or  large  nails,  healed      , 
red-hot,  where  he  was  miferably  burnt  to  death.     Some  au- 
thors, however,  relate,  that  he  received  fifty  ftripes  upon  bis 
bcJh,  and  as  many  upon  his  back,  and  foon  alter  expired. 
This  counfellor,  or  Fifir,  fpoke  his  mother-tongue  fluently 
and  properly,  and  was  extremely  well  vericd  in  the  Jr^ 
grammar  and  poetry.    But  he  was  haughty,  foolilh,  vain- 
glorious, iniquitous  m  his  condud:,  and  intirely  void  of  com- 
paJfion.    He  was  likewise  a  flranger  to  modeny,  exceffivdy 
fond  of  power,  and  oovetous  to  the  laft  d^ree.  He  never  did 
any  perfba  a  good  office,  frequendy  laying  that  pity  waa  a  tia*  ■ 
tural  weaknefs,  and  liberality  folly.    It  appears  from  Ibme  o£ 
the  j^ei  writers,  that  he  compolcd  verfes  during  his  confine- 
tnent,  though  none  of  thcfe  have  been  banded  down  to  us. 
The  new  A'o«A/'appointed  his  fon  Al  Montafir  to  prefide  over 
the  pemnfula  of  ^  Arabi ;  and,  about  the  lame  dme,  Akt 
Zeiaria  Yabya  Ebn  Maain  Ebn  Avm  Al  Baghdadi,  a  famous 
Hffftdb  and  Immty  and  a  dilciplc  of  Ai  Sbaftiy  departed  thir 
life,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age.     The  Mofitmt  reduced  Lim- 
tiait  the  LtMiiiu  of  the  modems,  called  by  the  Arah  Lmti- 
mib,  and  made  a  fardicr  progrels  in  the  eonqueft  of  Sidfyt  du- 
ring the  courTe  of  this  year  ^. 

The  fallowing  year,  the  AgUbht  ArabSj  fettled  in  SUify,  Tbt  wgf- 
madc  themfclves  maAers  of  the  city  of  Rggufa  with  very  in-  tm  Mof< 
coniidenble  lols.  About  the  fame  t\ta/t  UtA  Abu  Kbmtjbemab\tmt  taJu 
Zebrt  a  btnous  SimmU  do^r,  Aii  Ebn  Ah^allah  Ebn  JaafMr^  Ragda. 
a  celebrated  H^tdb.,  and  Mebamttud  Ebn  Mthajbary  a  Mina- 
xaliu  of  Baghdad.  The  KbalifAl  Mitawakktly  after  the  deaA 
of  Mohammed  Ebn  Hammed  Ebn  AbdtiimaUe  Al  Ziyat^  began 

■  KnoHOBiita.  ^  Abu  Jaapak  Al  Tabax.  Al  Ha- 

KtN,  nbi  fup.  p.  148.  Abulfbd.  in  chioo.  adu.Hcj.  13).  Chro- 
nic. Sicul.  Arab.  Cantabti^cnf.  Mtl.  Ub.  ii.  op.  7.  PLiK.Jib. 
iii.  cap.  8.  Ptol.  ubi  fup-  Fi)-.  Pakut.  ubi  fup.  to 
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to  thinlcjjrjdlayine  the  heats  raifed  amongft  the  Mopmi  b^F  hv 
prcdeceflbn  At  Mitofem  and  A/ffatbti,  who  pcrfecutcd  widi 
great  cruci^  tbofe  that  refufcd  to  embrace  the  tenets  of  tht 
M$ta%aiif"-  A  famine  this  year  made  terrible  havock  amongft 
the  Arabs  in  S/Vi'/f  ^. 
Al  Mota-   '   In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  235,  feveral  remarkable  occnr- 
wakkel     renccs  happened  amongft  the  eaftern  jWff/7*mf.     The  ffi«fi^ 
/■■///«  thi  Jl  Mvtowakkil  fettled  the  fucceffion  firft  upon  his  ddcft  ftn 
faceB/fitH     AiMontafer,  after  him  Upon  his  fccond  fon  ^/^0'im;,   and, 
"t*"  ***  ,  finally,  upon  his  third  fon  Al  MawaiatL    He  alfogave  each«f 
•'""'*™"theni  two  banners,  or  ftandards,  a  blaclc  one  and  a  white 
"'fj'  ,     one ;  the  former  of  which  diftinguifbed  th«n  as  heirs  appa- 
^?  .  '  '    rent  to  the  crown,  and  the  latter  as  their  father's  vice^rcnls, 
Aiau        whohad  the  government  of  the  empire  divided  amonglt  them. 
.     •       To  Al  Mmaftr  the  Khallf  affigned  AfrUa,  fttun  Jlrifl>  \a 
*  ^DP^  fo  the  moftweftern  limits  of  that  vaft  traS,  as   like- 

wife  the  provinces  of  Kinnijrin^  Al  Sham,  or  Sfria,  MtfipelO' 
,  mia,  Diyar  Beer,  Diyar  Rahta,  Mcnvfel,  or  Ma/ul^  Habaky 
Al  Ayat,  Al  Khabur,  Karihia,  Tecrit,  the  region  bordering  op- 
en thtllgrisy  Mecca inA  Medind,  Aiyaman,  MadramauttY*- 
tkSma,  Biihrein,  ^ISind,  or  S!ndia,Abmd%,  SarraAfaTtray,  Cufa, 
M-'iJeidan,  Al  Hajrdtt  Sfraruzur,  Kotp,  /Gijiht,  and  «f/  yeiH, 
wi'h  its  dependencies.  To  Al  Mo'taz  he  afligned  Kbera&t, 
Tabreflan,  Ray,  Perfia,  Armenia,  and  Adherbijatu  And  laftly, 
on  HMnoaiad  he  conferitd  the  provinces  of  Dimijhk,  or  !>«• 
mafcus.  Hens,  Al  Ordan,  and  Pair/line.  This  divifion  has  been 
celebrated  by  the  Arab  pvei  Ibrahim  EbriAlAbins,Come  of  whok 
Verfeshave  been prefcrved  by  Abu'Jaafar  AlTabari.  MMf 
iDwu^^^/alfo  about  this  time  commanded  all  thcChriJlimaaai 
'Jews  in  his  dominions  to  virear  a  leathern  girdle,  called  by 
the  Arabs  zanar,  and  a  fort  of  badge  on  their  cioaths,  in  or« 
der'to  drftingiiifh  them  from  the  Mificms.  He  likewife  fmbad 
them  to  make  ufe  of  iran  llirrups,  and  iiijoincd  them,  ac- 
cording to  Efitychius,  to  paint  the  figures  of  devils,  or  elfeof 
hog9  and  apes,  on  the  doors  of  their  houfcs  i  which,  as  the 
fame  writer  will  have  it,  wasoccafioncdby  theimprinlentcim- 
dua  of  fioM(i>«<7,  the  Khallf  s  phyfician,  z  Chriflian,  who 
had  incurred  his  mafter's  difpleafure.  About  this  time,  ooc' 
Mabmud  Ebn  Faraj,  a  famous  impoftor,  pretended  to  be 
Afefei  refufcitated,  and  plaid  his  part  fo  well  that  IcvenI 
people  believed  on  him,  and  attended  him  when  he  was 
bfoift;ht  before  the  Khalif  Al  Motawakkd.  T>.at  prince, 
having  been  an  ear-witne^  of  his  extravagant  difcourfcs,  con- 
demned him  to  receive  ten  buffets  from  every  one  of  bis  fol- 
low crs,  and  then  to  be  drubbed  to  death ;  which  was  accord- 
ingly executed}  and  his  dtfciplcs  were  imprifoned  till  they 
'  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Cancabrig.  Khondemik,  Abulfed.  in 
chraa.  adan.Hej.z34.  Vidcetiam  D'Hikd.  Bibl.or,  p.  640,911. 
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came  tothfeir  right^minds.  Hofan  Ebn  Sahtk  Jfiiai  Ebn  Ihra* 
him  Al  Sattli,  the  muiichn,  and  Ab^allah  Ehn  Ragbban,  the 
poct^  died  the  prefent  year  *". 

The  next  year,  being  the  year  of  the  Hijra  236,  com-  7*1$? Kha^ 
meRcing  July  istb,  850^  this  Khalif,vho  had  openly  dc-WiJiftam- 
dared  himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  houfc  of  vf//,  forbad  his  fub-  tnancet 
-  jc^,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  to  go  on  p'Jgrimage  to  the'*' ^A- 
tOfflb  of  that  Imam.     Soon  after  which,  he.  ordered  the  fe-  ritytffM* 
pulchre  of  Htfeirty  AlPs  fon,  called  in  Arabic  Majhhad  Hofelrit 
in  the  plains  ofKerbeia,  where  that  Imam  was  killed,  to  be  in- 
lircly  razed ;  and,  in  order  the  more  efFedlually  to  e/Face  all 
traces  of  it,   he  was  refolved  not  to  content  himfelf  with 
ploughing,  or  breaking  up,  the  ground  on  which  it  ftood,  but 
likcwife  to  draw  a  canal  of  water  over  it.     However,  if  we 
will  believe  the  Sbiitet,  he  could  not  carry  his  dcCgn  into  exe- 
cution ;  the  water  not  approaching  the  tomb,  but-leeeping  its 
dil^ance  out  of  lefpeA.     Hence  that  water  was  denominated 
Hair,  yfih\c\\  iigaSas  ajionijbid  anA  reJptSfut ;  a  name  which 
has  lince  been  applied  to  the  fepolchre  itfcif,  on  account  of  this 
miracle.     Notwith Handing  which.   Tome  pretend,   that  the 
place  of  Hoftitfi  interment  was  always  unknown  *. 

We  are  told  by  an  eaRem  author,  in  conformity  to  the  Thh  Shs* 
Sbiite  traditions,  that  the  night  after  Al  Motawakktl  had  iflued  Wti  Jeatk 
chis  impious  order,  he  faw  Ali  in  a  dream,  who  reproached  friJiatd 
him  with  the  outrages  offered  to  his  family,  and  gave  him  '^aA-eamf 
feven  blows  with  the  famous  fword  Dbi^l-Faiar,  ufed  by  the  "t'^rdiwg 
prophet' himfelf  in  all  his  engagements,  after  the  battle  ofl*,'^ 
,  Sedry  which  he  held  in  his  hand.     This,  according  to  one  ^"i"**' 
of  bis  wile  men,  well  verfed  in  the  interpretation  of  dreams, 
portended  Ibme  fignal  difafter  to  him,  that  fliould  happen 
by  way  of  punifhment  for  the  hatred  he  bore  Alt  and  his 
defcendants.    And,  in  confcquence  of  this  predidiori,  conti- 
.  nues  the  lame  writer,  the  Khalif  was  afTaffinated  two  days 
.  after  by  fomeTwrii,  at  the  infligation  of  his  eldeft  fon  Al 
Mantaftr;  who,  after  the  perpetration  of  this  horrid  parri- 
cide, commanded  fomc  of  his  fervants  to  colled  the  pieces 
into  which  his  father's  body  bad  been  cut.     Thefe  amount- 
ing to  feven,  that  prince  from  thence  inferred,  .that  the  mur- 
der had  been  clearly  foretold  by  the  preceding  dream,  which 
was  moft  evidently  verified  by  that  tragical  event.    But  herrf 
,  it  miy  not  be  improper  to  obfcrve,  that  this  Shiite  fiBC\on 
muft  ncceflarily  be  exploded  by  all  perfons  qf  the  Icaft  {tene- 

*•  Abw  Jaafab  Al  Tabar.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  149. 
Crsc.  Abd'l-Faraj,  ubi  flip.  p.  IJ9.  Eutvch.  ubi  fup.  p.  448, 
'449,  Ebh  Skohnah,  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  ■  Khokde- 

mir,  Gkio.  Aaij'[.-FARAj,-ubifup.p.  260.MS.  Hunt.  num.  495. 
in  Bibl.Bodl.Oxon, 

Mod.  Hist.  Vol.II.    ■  E  c  tration; 
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trationj  fince  ^  Afettntuiieft  cdfOsj  mtntioiiod  here,  pn- 
ccded  M  Icaft  deven  years  the  aflaffinUJoa  of  that  prinot  '. 

JrtMUfa     In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  237,  beginiiitw  yufy  5di,  851, 

■        '"     ""'         —--•'■       "■        gw^tOPKMeOV 


A  Anne-  dw  Khalif  fcnt  Tuft/Ein  Malmmmtd  topWL^,  , 

m>>  Slid  A^ftrtijan ;  who,  upon  his  arrival  at  EUtlatt  or  jfiU^ 

aia^^Bakrat  Ebn  A^^  an  ^rmniM  nobleman,  to  befe- 
curcd,~  and  fent  In  chains  to  M  MttmiMiMtL  This  ib  id* 
cenred  the  noblclTe  of  Armtma,  that,  in  ooojuodion  irilk 
JiMa,,  -m^a  had  manied  Btkr^t  dsugbtcr,  thcT  sflenUcd  a 
bo^  of  troc^w,  in  order  to  ukc  vengcanoa  of  Ti^Ekm  Mt- 
hammed  for  the  affront  he  bad  oSaei  them,  (^minc  sp, 
therefore,  with  him  at  the  caftle  of  Ai^Jhy  they  attackca  bin 
with  fuch  brtrcry,  that,  afUr  an  oUtiaale  a^agemcat,  tfacj 
Mtirely  defeated  him,  tnd  put  both  him  and  (he  fimxs  be  ooa> 
manded  b>  the  (word.  Tlw  Khalif  no  (boner  Mcetved  sdvioe 
of  dii3  unexpeAcd  rebellion,  than  he  fent  £vi,  tfae  Tsri, 
widi  an  army  to  fupprtft  it  1  which  be  did  c&dually,  sod 
fully  itvenged  Tufif»  death,  killing  above  30,000  of  the  re* 
bel),  and  talung  a  vaA  nuinber  of  dtero  prilbam.  After  tfak, 
he  advanced  to  TV/iV,  a  dty  of  Gttrgia,  that  had  afiScd  the 
lebeis,  laid  fiege  to  it,  tnd  in  a  fltort  tinw  reduced  it  to  aftcs, 
together  with  50,000  of  its  inhabitant*,  who  sll  pcriflKd  in 
the  ftunes.  r»A^a  defeat  happened  in  dw  nuddk  of  Ac 
mondi  of  RamaJoit  snd  the  extindion  of  the  rebdlkia,  ai 
well  ss  the  deftrudion  of  TrJHt,  confeqaentiat  to  diat  eveat, 
ban  «lteri  About  this  time,  died  fi^tem  At  Afitm  jB  BaUit 
sceJcbratod  ^i)/Zrm  feint.  The  fame  year,  AI  JtfttmttUit^ 
pointed  Afohammed  Bin  Ahi'alhh  Ehi  Tbihtr  Eka  Hffan  to 
pnfide  over  At  SorM,  the  diArids  of  At  Sawady  and  the  tw- 
ritory  of  B^ghddd.  Either  this  or  the  preceding  year,  A- 
^alrabmin  paved  the  fbeets  of  Ctnhiia  in  Sfain  whh  flooe. 
Slid  built  an  aqueduft,  with  leaden  pipea,  which  copioidly 
fupplted  that  city  with  water  from  th«  ncighbotirinr  mom- 
uitia.  The  prefent  year  alfo,  accordine  to  Ahi^aig,  M»- 
kemmd  Ebn  Ak^alUh  Ebn  At  4gUA  di^  in  5^,  after  he 
had  reigned  there  about  nine  years,  in  the  month  of  ItMi. 
He  was  fucceedrd  by  Ai  Ahbat  Ebn  Ai  AiMs  Eb»  M  Pm^ 
Ebn  TekAb  Ebn  Naxaray  who  iiibdued  many  places  in  Siaijt 
and  overthrew  the  Chrijliam  near  EntUy  which,  by  reafixi  of 
its  furprizine  ftrengdi,  they  had  made  the  capital  of  their 
part  of  the  lAand,  inftead  of  Sjracufe.  This  fignal  Tifioiy^ 
which  was  gained  on  Thur/Jeft  the  fifteenth  day  of  die 
month  of  Sbatoel,  the  prefent  year,  put  Ai  Abidi  ia  pofleT- 
Son  of  EmUf  where  he  crcfled  a  mofque  for  the  ufe  of  the 
M»/ltmj  diat  were  fettled  (here.  Thti  defeat  gi¥en  the  Ciri- 
'  Jahalo'dbihMoramubdAl  AwKr,  tny<Ti(r^j<//bi«iaErwii 
tamf  AI  Rave'iii,  Gaio.  Aiv'L'Fasaj,  nbi  fgp.  p.  260,  i6t. 
liu.  AaVLiiB.  nbiiiip.  JH^t 
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jfioMtt  according  to  Mvlf^da,  in  the  Jtstt  of  die  Htjrc  237, 
fcem«  to  b«  no  other  than  thit  mentioned  by  the  Cambrtagt 
CbrmUont  as  happening  about  five  rears  ber6re.  But  whether  ' 
the  writer  of  that  CbranicoK,  or  Alulfidn,  whofe  authority  is 
undoubtedly  of  great  weight  with  regard  to  all  the  MoJItTn^ 
tnnia^ions  in  the  call,  is  to  be  followed  in  the  point  bcf^-re 
ttt,  we  leave  to  the  determina^on  of  oui  more  learned  and.io- 
telKgeot  leaders  >. 

Ihb  fbllowiRg  year,  the  Gretks  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  300  fiilp;  ;7Z# 
an  hundred  of  which>  under  the  command  of  an  admiral,  fet  Greeks 
iail  for  Dimy^,  ixt  Damiata  in  Egypt-  Here,  upon  their  arrival^  ravage 
tbey  laniJeo  a  body  of  troops,  fcizcd  upon  the  town,  at  that/M<^«fr 
time  dcAitute  of  a  garifon  for  it?  defence,  plundered  and  burnt  e/^Egyp^    ' 
il,  and  carried  off  with  them  600  M&fiim  women  into  capti- 
vity. FmmDamiata  tbcy  advanced  toAf^tWhich  tbeypiltaged 
and  laid  in  aflies,  and  tfien  retired  to  their  own  ports.    After  ' 
friiicb,  (he  Kbalif  Al  Maiawakkel  ordered  Damiata,  in  order 
to  tccure  it  from  all  future  inftiltSt  to  be  fortified  with  a  Qrong 
double  wall  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  on  that  of  the  con- 
tinent with  a  triple  one;  which  rendered  it  one  of  the  moft 
impregnable  fortrelTcs  in  Egypu     This  year  died  at  CorJxha 
jtb^alrabmonEbnAlHaitmEhn  Hejham,  of  the  houfe  of  Om- 
mijah,  after  he  had  reigned  thirty-one  yean  and  five  months 
in  Spain.    He  left  behind  him  forty-five  fons  and  forty>two 
daughters,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Mohamnud  Ebn  Ah- 
^alrthrtian  Ekn  Al  Haiem.  About  the  fame  time  alio  departed 
this  life  Ranimir,  the  fon  of  Vertmund,  Icing  of  Galicia,  whofa 
fon  Ordemuif  according  to  Rederic  of  Teltdi,  fucceeded  hioi 
in  bb  kingdom,  fhiAnted  all  the  attempa  of  the .  Arats 
apan  hii  dominions,  and  reigned  35  years.     Other  authors, 
however,  make  Rammir't  death,  and  his  fon  Onhniut's  accef- 
fion,  to  have  preceded  Abitalrahmdn'i  deceafe  above  lo  years  ■>. 

Thi  vear  of  the  Htjra  239,  commencing  Juiit  1 2th,  853,  Nttbimg 
produced  no  aflioo  of  £clat  in  the  Mtfitm  empire  >  at  leaftrnuri- 
Done  that  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  any  hiftorian.     Mah-  'bU  baf- 
jnud  Ebn  Gaikm,  fJMtrH  In  Kbtrafin^  one  of  Al  Bukbdri't  /«" '""  '*« 
doSors,  died  this  year.  We  arc  told  by  an  author  of  good  re-.^*f  iftbt 
pute,  that  Al  Mnaviakktl  publifhed  an  edid  forbidding  the  "^'^ 

iGaao.  Abu'l-Fai»j,  ubifup.  p.  s6o.  D'Hsbbbl.  Biblioth.   ' 
orient,  p.  641.    Abv  jAjtrAa  AlTabak.   AlMaeih,  ubifup. 

fclf9,    liu.  Abulfed.  in  chronic  ex  cod  MS,  Arabic  BibllotI). 
vi  lanrtnt.  Efcurial.  Chronic.  Sicnl.  Arab.  MS.  Cantabrigieaf. 
vbi  fup.    RoDiaic.  ToLiTAH.  ubi  fap.  cap.  xxvi.  p.  ij. 

^  Gkio.  Abu'l  pAa«],i;bifup.  p.  160,261.  Isu.  Abvlfed. 
^  an.  Hcj  aj6.  Gouu  oot-ad  Alfragan.  p.  149.  Rodeklc.To- 
LBTAN.ttUb^.  JoAji.  VAi.Hifpan.  Chronic.  VidectiamHifpan. 
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■  Chrifiiatis  and  Jetut  to  rkJe  on  hoifeback  in  any  part  of  hii 
dominions,  and  permitting  them  in  their  journics  to  make  irfe 
only  of  affcs  and  mules,  the  prefent  year.     'Which  law  b 
confidered  by  the  Turks  as  in  force  at  this  veiy  day  '. 
Jrihellitu      The  next  year,   according  to  Ahulfeda^  Abu  Otbman  /&- 
M  Spain,    hammed^  the  fan  of  the  famous  MShafei,  and  IbrabiniEiit 
Khdied,  of  the  tribe  of  Calb,  a  follower  of  the  fame  cdebtatc^ 
Mejlem  dodtor,  departed  this  life.     About  the  iunc  dmc, 
the  A'l&tffi/' appointed  his  fecond  Ibn  Al  Ma'iax  to  fuperintend 
*  all  the  mints  ere^ed  in  his  dominions,  and  ordered  his  Dame 

to  be  ftamped  on  all  the  dirhims  coined  in  the  empire.  TIw 
year  likewife,  if  we  will  believe  Rodtric  oiToUde,  the  people 
of  that  city  rebelled  againft  Mahamnud  Ebn  Abd'alrehmdn  Ebu. 
JlHaktm,  and  were  lupported  in  their  dcfeSion  by  Ordfniut, 
who  Tent  one  of  his  relations  with  a  body  of  troops  to  tbctc 
relief.  However,  Mohammed  ^AwaaceA  with  his  army  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  Teleda,  and  found  means  to  decoy  the  re- 
'  bcb  into  an  ambufcade,  that  he  had  polled  in  a  proper  place 
at  a  fmall  dtftance  from  the  town.  The  confequcncc  of  which 
was,  that  he  eafily  defeated  them,  put  7000'ot  the  Mafltm^ 
and  8C00  of  the  Cbri/liam  to  the  fword,  and  took  prifoneis  a 
great  number  of  both ;  many  of  whole  heads  he  Aruck  oiT, 
'  and  feiit  fome  of  them  to  the  maritime  towns,  and  others  to 
'  Africa,  as  evident  tokens  of  the  glorious  viflory  he  had  ob- 
tained *=. 
Tit  fluff  The  following  year,  a  body  of  the  imperial  troops  ad- 
rer't/areei  vanccd  to  Aincaria,  entered  the  place,  made  the  Meflem  ^ 
tail  AiO'  rifon  prifoners  of  war,  and  carried  off  all  the  women  andchil- 
ciriaj'rffw^ren  linto  captivity;  after  which,  feveral  briflc  anions  hap- 
tbt  Arabs,  pened  in  thofe  parts  between  the  Chriflians  and  the  Arabi. 
fiiheuithtdmetime,  MsbammedEhii /tid'alrahmti/t Eb^A/Ho' 
tan  placed  numerous  garilbns  in  Carita,  Talavtm,  and  d/0- 
trova,  and  made  incurfions  into  fome  ,of  the  neighbouring 
provinces.  This  year,  the  famous  Abmtd  Ebn  Hanbai,  the 
founder  of  the  fourth  fefl  of  the  Ssmiittiy  died  at  Bcghddd, 
and  was  followed  to  his  grave  by  Soo,ooo  men  and  60,000 
women.  It  is  related,  as  fomething  very  extraotdina/y,  tha^ 
.  on  the  day  of  his  death,  no  lefs  than  20,000  Chrlfi'tanty  yevut^ 
and  Magiatiiy  embraced  the  Mahainnitdan  faith.  We  rnuft 
.not  foiget  to  obfcrve,  that  the  Mtjkm  forces  took  Bethirab, « 
Buteria,  not  far  from  Lcocata,  in  Sidtyy  the  preceding  year ', 

Ik 
'  AnuLFED.  ubi  fup.  ad  an.  Kej.  239.   D'Herbii..  BiUiott.    ' 
orient,  p.  640.  ^  Ism.Aqvlfed.  in  chron.ad  an,  Hq.  240. 

Ahu  JaafakAlTabar.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  149,  150.  Ro- 

UKRtC.'f'oLETAN.  ubifup.  '    A  BU  J  A  A  FA  R  Al  TaBAII, 

At  Makih,  ubifup.  p.  tjo.    Gkeg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  obi  fnp.  pL 
2  301. 
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In  die  year  of  the  Hejra  242]  beginning  May  loth,  S^6,Tifftirt 
tbe  Grteki  penetrated  to  Sumijat,  or  Hamofata;  but  were  (oon/Krprixtd 
obliged  by  HbtMaflimi  to  retire  from  thence  to  Anud^  or  Amida,  anddt-      , 
on  the  bordera  of  Armenia.     After  whicli,  they  abandoned  Mi-f'"*'^  h 
Jupatama,  which  they  had  entered,  and  returned  into  their  own  '^'  ^^' 
dominions ;  though  they  carried  off  with  them  about  1 0|0oo     ' 
prifonen,  and  plundered  a  great  number  of  villages  in  their  "^■ 
retreat.     This  feems  to  be  the  expedition  mentioned  by  fome 
of  the  Grttk  writers,  when  they  inform  us,  that  the  Mojum  ga- 
'    riibn  of  Samofata  Tallied  out  upon  the  Chriflian  forces,  then 
before  the  town,  furprized  them  in  their  camp,  whilfl  they 
were  at  divine  fervice  there,  and  forcoi  them  to  abandon  the  . 
£cge,  the  third  day  after  it  had  commenced.     We  are  told, . 
by  ibme  of  the  Arab  authors,  that  feveral  violent  fbocks  of 
an  eanhquake  hai^ned  this  year  in  Kimai,  or  Kernes,  a  pro- 
vince of  Tabffftaity  in  the  month  of  Shaahaa,  attended  with 
unuTua]  noifcs,  that  demotifhed   m^y  towns  and   villages 
there,  did  incredible  damage,   and  buried  45,096  men  in 
the  ruins  of  the  houfes  that  were  overturned.     The  greatell 
part  of  thefe  pertfhed  at  Ddmtgait  placed  in  latitude  36'* 
30',  and  longitude  8yo  30',  by  ihc  eaftern  geographers,  the 
capital  of  that  province.     Syria^  Perjia,  Kborajaa^  and   Al 
XamaHi  were  all  vifited  with  the  fame  calamity,  according  to. 
thefe  writers  J  who  farther  obfervc,  that  mouaX  Ai  Aira',  or 
tbt  bald  nuuntaiHy  inthe  neighbourhood  of  Laedicea,  of,  u 
'tis  called  by  t\^tArabt,  Al  Ladiiia,  at  the  fame  time  fell  into 
the  Tea ;  by  which  furprizing  accident  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  ci^  were  deftroyed.     Mohammed  Abu'l  Aiias  Ehn 
Ibrahim  Ein  A/  Aglat,  the  Khaiif  oi Kairwdn,  died  about  ihis 
time,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  his  fon,  Abu  Ibrahim  Ahmed  Ebn  - 

JUabammed;  as  did  iilcewlfe  Tahya  Ebn  Aiiem,  a  moH  cele-. 
brated  mafter  of  junfprudence.  MthammedEbn  Ab^alrahmdn 
EbnAlHakem  fent  alfo  an  army,  under  the  command  oiAlMon- 
dar,  one  of  his  relations,  to  lay  wafle  the  territory  of  Tii/^als,  ^ 

that  ftill  refufed  to  fubmit  to  him,  the  prcfent  year.  The 
M*fem  general  executed  his  orders  wi^  exceHive  rigour  and 
fevcrity,  either  carrying  off  or  deltroying  all  the  corn,  fruits, 
and  grapes,  of  that  diJliift.  Noiwithllanding  v/hich,  the  ci- 
tizens of  Taltda  fent  Tome  of  their  forces,  i^n  Al  AiandaK'a 
departure,  to  pofTels  themfelvcs  of  Tatavera.  But  the  com- 
mandant of  that  fortreis  having  been  apprized  of  their  defign, 
met  them  at  the  bead  of  hii  troops,  gave  them  battle,  and 
intirely  defeated  them ;  taking  many  of  them  prifonen,  and 
killing  700  upon  the  fpot,  all  whofe  heads  he  fent  as  an  agree- 
able prefent  to  his  mailer  Mobamnud  Ebn  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  At 
^or.  RoDK«ic. ToLETAN.ubi  fup.  Cbrcnie.  Sicol.  Arab.  CaDt»* 
brigieof.  Joam.  BArriiT.  Cakv^.  ubi  fup.  p.  6. 

E  e  3  Hakna^, 
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Haiim,  who  then  held  his  refi<lence  At  CorAAi,  (be  capitalbf 
the  Mojltm  dominions  in  SptnH  ". 
Thi  Kha-  The  year  of  the  Hejra  243,  cAmmencing  MrH  jodi, 
ViSrtJUn  857,  has  not  been  diftinguiftjcd  by  any  remarkaole  erent. 
ttbaiit  tw  'The  Khattf  Al Metmoakiel,  however,  fct  out  forDtmuiJc^siviA 
w^ihat  an  intention  to  make  that  city  the  feat  of  the  KbaUfaty  Ae  20lh 
D«maf-  day  (jf  ^jje  month  Dbu'thajja.  He  ilfo  ordered  tcveral  buBd- 
*"*  ings  to  be  crefled  there  in  the  Jbllowing  month  Safar,  it£oy- 

ing  to  transfer  all  his  treafurts  from  Sarra  Manraj  tt>  VBOt 
place.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Damafcus^  the  Turkifii  fddierT 
mutinied  for  their  pay;  which  having  received,  (hey  returrtea 
to  their  &uiy.  Notwithftanding  thiB,^e  conceived  an  xverfioD 
to  his  new  capital,  and  returned  to  Sarra  Maitrtrft  after  he  bid 
rriided  at  Damafais  only  two  months  and  a  few  days.  He  en- 
tered that  metropolis  on  Monday  the  22d  of  the  latter  Jemtdis^ 
td  the  great  joy  of  all  his  fubjedts  there.  This  year  died  Dtra- 
bim  EUn  Jfl  Jbiis,  and  M  mrtth  Ebn  Afad\  the  lattn-  of 
i»hom  Was  expelled  Ahmii  Ebn  fhnial's  k:hoo1,  for  bdtig  a 
reafoner^  or  one  principally  guided  by  his  own  judgment  In  hb 
deciTions.  Msbammtd  Ebn  Ahiairabmin  Eha  AlHaktm  aUb 
tiltdeitook  another  expedition  againft  the  city  of  Ttletlt,  be- 
fieged  the  ptiKe  in  form,  and  deftroycd  the  famous  brii^  over 
the  Taja  there,  which  threw  die  ctdzent  into  a  terribfe  coo- 
fterrftiion,  the  prefent  year", 
Vit  TBI  tiext  year,  the  A'i^/comraanded  Aht  Yafif  YMi 

Greekii    Ein  Ifiidk,  furna^ed  ££1  Al  Stiiit,  a  famous  philologcr,  cx- 
MMrMng  tremcly  well  vcrfed  in  all  kinds  of  polite  literature,  to  be  put 
^  .„.      t<i  death,  for  bis  attacbment  to  the  houfe  of  AU,     About  dw 
Uinfti-     fjifnp  jfi^g^  that  prince  deprived  Bakhti/huay  his  phyfician»  of 
*r*E«     ^  all  the  riches  ^e  had  acquifed  in  hit  fervice,  and  baniflied  him 
dtftaub    '""'  Eabriin.    TJie  GreA  writers  relate,  tiiat  30,000  Araht 
jittbi  f'a  *''""'  *"  time  marched  into  Uie  imperial  territories,  Turprized 
thtir  '      *  '^'^y  of  45.000  Thrtuiant  and  Mae/danians,  headed  by  tbe 
fjiTM,        empsroV  himfclf,  and  put  them  to  a  (hame^l  flight.     Tbi 
emperor  narrowly  milled  being  tlken  prifoner  fn  the  aftoD ; 
having  been  delivered  out  of  the  enemy's  hands  by  Afanat^ 
Oheofhisollicers,  whenhe  was  in  the  moft  imminent  daimx. 
It  Teems  to  appear  from  the  Cambri^t  Chranicffi,  ditt  Ae  Stti- 
UanMoJUm  were  worfled  in  an  a^on  by  fea  the  preleni  year  *. 

Thi 

*  Abo  lAaPAK  AlTaiai.   Ai  Makik,  iilnfap.   GRoa«. 

'Cbdkbh,  hift-conp.  p.  $45,  546.  Joan.  ZonAR.aiDaLlib.  xvL 

p.  158.  Gitec,  Abu'L'Faraj,  obifup.  p,  i£i.  Utt,h*v\,ttv.m 

§eogr.  Jlr  chron.    Said  Ebn  Ait  Al  foajANi,    Ebn  Hawkai. 
K^niF  Al  Edrmi,  Gold  nor.  ad  Alfragao.  p.  191.  RodbIlic. 
TeiLBTAB.  tihi  fop.  »  Abu  J«Ar*«  AtTABAfc,  Al 

MA^m.'etRoDBklC.  TOLtTAN-ublfUf^  *GlORC.  Cb- 

•  BKK. 


Thk  fiiUowtt^  .jetr*  fccgimang,  uscngft  tht,  Ali^diM,  TVuniZt 
.^^fril  Sth,  659,  mxaj  cities  in  the  weftero  proviBoa  bfioreJ  /ar/^ 
Kvntly  from  eanfaqnakes  j  by  whkh  great  numbers  of  Aeir  fit'  i» 
Koufet  wen  oretturoed.    Violent  Okkvs  were  Ukewife  ielt  ^rutrat 
S^iai^  where  (be  KbaUf't  pslace  wu  in  daiuer  of  bdog  ^'t'X 
Avenhrown,  AlAta<k^BaIi$tMJUilM^HMrriMjiMfi'iaim^  or  '^  "<"- 
JUUkin,  Himi^  DcmMfimt,  iHRAa,  or  fiafc^,  r«/«,  Afcrf/«»  "^  "^ 
'  ^doM^uti  the  mwirinie  parts  of  Syria.  Atj4'ituii^t$oohoaftit^'^'' 
Mmi  »bovt  mimstf  tvmn  bdonnng  to  the  w>U  tlat  farrounded 
-Ac  dtf,  uc  find  to  have  been  uuown  down  j  which,  togetbct 
^rilh  ate  frightful  «)d  tmuTinl  noifes  heard  anongft  the  niins* 
fo  tem&cd  tht  inhalMtants,  that  Am  fled  tor  tefe^r  into  the 
IMishbouring  fields.     We  ut  told  UuwiG:  by  Jin  j*tifar  M 
7«Mn,tkat  aoBxt^/^rc' above-mcotioned,  notwidtfbodinc 
what  Ins  been  advanced  t*  the  c«ntrary  bv  MtCUFtra}^  ftooj 
at  a  Tmall  diftance  ftom  Antiach^  and  (ell  into  die  fea  at  the 
lime  time  that  the  earthtpi^  happened  diere.     At  LaatUaa 
dw  ibodo  wen  lo  tnriUe,  that  ahnoft  aU  die  dtizdu  qiutte4 
rfteic  faouies,  cxpefiiog  there  cveiy  moioc^t  to  faU  upon  thcit 
heads.  WtwnflMiint^/^ir«' funk  iote  the  fea,  a  thick  UadC 
cloud  of  (oKike,  that  enkted  a  moft  noifooM  Anellt  iSned 
Cran  the  fjnt  on  which  it  had  ftood.    Vaft  mmbcrs  of  people 
were  deftrejKd  by  there  concuffions,  tf  we  will  beliere  the 
M$JUm  wmets.     The  fprino  at  AitccM  ^od  this  year  to  fiich 
s  d»tte,  that  die  caktffatea  well,  or  fountatD,  there  wu  al- 
moftdried  up,  and  the  water  Ibid  for  100 miimi  a  betd*. 
A  river  alio,  about  apara(angdif{antAutiinount^vAb-«',4if*' 
appeared  the  6me  year  in  which  diat  tnouuain  wm  abrorbtd, 
and  waa  never  awrwrnids  feen.     Aboat  the  fame  time,  \kt 
XMt/'bemg'tnfonncd,  that  the  NVefiupi,  ot  Nileitmta;tt9Stt4 
oaAt  fbintofiheUkixi  of  JIFofiathyStiimmiEinjfitfalMMjK 
£ht  Mtnoi»i  was  Men  to  decays  he  fent  a  geometricibi^ 
fccoasmended  to  him  hj  his  aftToloeer,  M^MmmtiEhnMufit^ 
frore  ir&i  to  Mfypu  in  order  to  biHd  a  new  one  there.    H« 
iibewifi:  appoiuKd  Yaud  Ehx  JilaiitA  £J»i  BaMm  Ein  Fa- 
rvb  to  affift  Mabemtmd  in  this  woric,  and  ordered  the  expcncc 
of  the  whole  to  be  defrayed  by  SiUmin  EiufTiM  i  which 
bong  done,  the  nnchine  ereded  on  this  occafion  Was  callcJ 
riie  new  NUmtttr,  and  the  odier  that  had  hRtn  to  nnn  waA 
nercT  afterwards  ufed.     The  people  of  T»Uii  at  this  dnie. 
not  beiiw  t!a\t  to  make  bead  aeamft  MthammU  Eh*  ^{a^  ' 
r4i£mrfi«£ihB^AU«iH,  thought  nt  10  Aibnk  to  that  prince,  and 
met  with  aveiy^acious  reception  fTDmhina.  SoonafterthiSf 
theA^enmWjWith  a  Beet  <tf  60  (hips,  ravaged  the  coafl  tjifSpeiH, 

Ktn.  et JoAR.  Zdhak.  obi  Tap,  Asu  Jaafak  Al  Tabam.  Al 
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Jiii} feveral places  there wtflewith  fire  and^wcffJjUKlcatTiciIaff 
with  them  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fpoil.  From  thence  tfa^ 
palled  over  into  Africa^  where  they  committed  likewilc  imA- 
till  depredations ;  and,  rctuminginto  the  maritime  pans  ofi^tanr, 
took  up  their  winter  quarters  there.  But  not  finding  tbctii- 
felves  in  a  condition  to  lettlc  upon  any  part  tX  the  m&  Aey 
had  taken  pofleffion  of,  they  thought  fit  to  return  home  die 
following  fprin?.  The  writer  of  the  CambrUgeCbrnaeamtt- 
lates,  that  the  Msjkms  in  Sidfy  repofTHTcd  themfelvei  of  Enm^ 
that  had  returned  to  the  Cbrijiians,  about  the  time  we  are  now 
upon.  The  prcfent  year,  likewife  died  lihu  /fU  AI  Htfant  a 
difcipte,  or  follower,  cf  the  fuaous  Al  Shafti.  It  fcenu  to  ap- 
pear from  Eul^chitu^  that  Al Mstawakktl  built  a  new  city  vA 
palace,  adjoining  to  Samarra,  from  him  denominated  Aljaa- 
fTta,  in  which  he  refided  fome  time,  cither  this  or  the  fol- 
lowing year''. 
fbt  Arabi  In  the  year  of  the  Htjra  246,  commencing  March  iSdi, 
foin/evt-  860,  Omar  Ehn  ObtidAlAkta\  by  ^GKhalif's  order,  made 
raltmfi-  an  irruption  into  the  imperial  territories,  and  carried  off*  with 
itrabit  him  fromthence  about  70,000 prifoncrs.  Al FaAl Ehn Farim^ 
mdvan-  anotherof  thcj^r^i  commanders, with  afloet  of  twenty  lar^ 
*««  tvtr  fljips^  infulted  the  enemy's  coallt,  and  feized  upon  the  dtadd 
Gnekt  ^^  Aif'och,  '  AH  Ehn  Tahya  likewife,  in  order  to  make  a  di- 
l^ '  verfion,  penetrated  into  another  of  the  imperial  provinces,  and 
took  jooo  prifoners,  befides  10,000  head  of  cattle }  after 
which,  a  cartel  was  fettled  between  the  conteiKling  parties, 
whereby  2367  captives  recovered  their  liberty.  From  tbt 
Greek  writers  it  feems  to  appear,  that  the  Arehs  at  thb  time 
entered  the  imperial  provinces  with  an  army  oi  40,000  men, 
and  committed  drcadiul  ravages  there.  But  they  were  furprixcd, 
according  to  thefe  writers,  by  Pttrenai,  the  emperor's  uncle^ 
with  the  Cbrijiian  forces,  in  the  dillri^  ofLaiaetmt,  not  far 
from  Efbefus,  who  put  the  Khaiif  and  his  whole  army  to  the 
fword,  took  his  Ton  prifoner,  and  returned  in  triumph  toC!w> 
JtantiitcpU.  As  this  relation,  however,  runs  counter  to  the 
Mofltm  hifl«ry  in  almoil  every  particular,  and  as  the  aurix>fs 
here  cited  are  not  greatly  to  be  depended  upon  in  what  thejr 
have  handed  down  to  us  concerning  the  Moflem  affairs,  our  im- 
partial and  intelligent  readers  willundoubtedlyrcfuie  their  a&Bt 
to  the  Chort  account  we  have  extracted  from  them  of  this  ex- 
pedition. For,  that  ^yA/i)bzw<iJl«/fell  in  battlethisyear,  isa 
potion  intirely  repugnant  to  the  wht^e  (Ircaoi  of  oriental  bi- 
p  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabhii.  Al  Makin,  uhi  fup.  p.  ijo. 
tji.  Gkec  Abu'l  pARAj.ubi  fup.  fsu.  Abulfed.  in  chroo. a< 
an.  Htj.  245.  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p  446 — 449.  Sua w'x  phytic,  aixl 
tpifcellan.  ubfervat.  in  Egypr,  p.  433.  iloi>Eiiic.  Toletan.  obt 
fpp-   ^hrQD.  Sic.  Caqtabri^ieiif, et(r>K()*.  ul^  fup-' 
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fttajt  which  in  a  point  of  this  nature  moft  certainly  merits 
greater  attention  'than  that  of  the  Greeks,  About  the  fame 
time,  it  rained  blood  in  the  tra£t  called  Baleh,  of  a  very  red 
colour.  Mthammid  Ebn  jibttalrabman  marched  with  an  army 
alio  now  againft  the  people  of  Navarre,  ravaged  the  counti^ 
about  Pampthna,  and  made  himfclf  matter  of  three  fortreSeS 
not  far  froni  that  place.  In  one  of  thefe  he  took  prifoner  a 
perlbn  of  diftinSion,  named  Forttmins,  whom  he  conduced 
to  Cirduhaf  kept  him  there  twenty  years,  and  at  laltfent  hiiA 
hmne  loaded  with  prefents  worthy  of  the  prince  from  whoid 
they  came.  This  Fortunius,  as  our  hiftorian  informs  ns,  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  126  years.  About  this  time,  died  Dahat 
jtf  KbesJi  Ebn  M,  a  celebrated  poet,  of  the  Shiilt  perfuafion', 
who  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  H^ra  148.  We  xst  told; 
that  a  body  of  Jrabs,  named  Fendenites,  or  Bffeniites^  arrived 
in  Sicily  the  prefent  year  1. 

The  next  year,  riie  Kha&f  jfl Motawakkel  was  aflaffinated  Al  Mota-- 
in  the  following  manner.  Fatah  Ebn  Khakin  and  Ahd'aSah  wakkel 
£bn  Yahya,  finding  him  indifpofed  with  an  afthmatic  diforder,  "Jf'JF' 
endeavoured  to  dllTuade  him  from  officiating  in  the  mofque  at  ^w^ 
SarraManrayyis  he  intended,  the  enfujngFrt<^ ;  adviting  bim 
to  fend  his  fecond  fon  Al  Mt'taz  to  [«rform  the  public  fervice 
there  in  his  Head.  The  J^Wf/ complied  fo  far  with  their  ad-  , 
vice  aa  to  decline  going  to  the  mofque  himfelf,  but  at  the  fame 
time  appointed  hia  eldeft  fbn  Al  Montafer  to  officiate  for  him. 
This  by  no  means  pleafing  his  two  favourites,  who  were  ful^ 
fHcious  of  Al  MentefeT's  ill  defigns,  they  perfuaded  him  to  go 
to  the  mofque  himfelf,  when  Friday  came,  and  Ihew  hin^felf 
to  the  people,  in  order  to  prevent  all  commotions  that  might 
be  excited  by  his  illnefs,  which  at  that  time  was  publickly 
'  known.  He,  therefore,  mounted  his  horfc,  and  went  dire^ly 
to  the  mofque.  Where  he  faid  the  prayers,  and  preached  to  the 
people,  as  ufual ;  after  which  he  returned  to  bis  palace  Jah- 
farla,  where  he  then  refided.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  or- 
dered Al  Mmtaftr  to  appear  before  titm,  reproached  him  and 
his  mother  with  the  dark  cabals  in  which  they  had  been  en- ' 
eaged,  and  threatened  to  make  them  both  feel  the  tWcSn  of 
his  rcfentment.  Nay,  he  commanded  the  judges  and  court- 
feUwt  who  attended  him  likewife  to  reprove  them.  This  {9 
incenfed  Al  Matitafer,  that  he  refolved  upon  his  father's  de- 
flrudioD,  and  engaged  certain  Turks,  who  were  difTxtisficd 
-with  the  Khaiif'i  condu3,  and  fome  of  his  domeftics,  to  af- 
fili  him  in'  the  parricide :  for  the  perpetration  of  which  the 
following  opportunity  of^ed.     Jl  Metawakkel  having  drank 
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K)  «xce6  widt  fiune  of  bia  couiticn,  a»d  particuliriy  Ratmk 
Ebm  Khdkfyty  on  WtdnMa^  the  fbuith  daf  of  Ae  OModl 
Showily  Bagit  BogtTy  or  Btgi,  the  voungBr,  hia  iMtlcr.at  nig^ 
entered  the  room,  and  commaodw  the  coffiauT  togohanwi 
which  they  all  did,  except  FmtA  Ekn  KhMti^wai  tarn 
Othtn,  who  could  net  be  prevailed  upon  to  retir*.  Is  Ac 
mean  tirae,  M  Mint^tr  c&me  to  One  of  the  palace-gates,  tkM 
bed  been  left  open  for  him*  abd  heat  the  potter,  ■  7m^ 
whole  name  w«t  Raxiig*  employed,  t^  walkiag  end  tdkiag 
with  hiin,  uplift  the  conlpirators  deftwed  to  aHefinate  the 
KhaUf  medc  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  place  wbcie  he  wmt, 
with  their  fcyniun  drawn  in  their  bands.  As  fbon  as  tfaejr  ap> 

E reached  him,  one  of  them,  named  Taar^  bnmediately  Hell  >poa 
im,  and  cut  oif  the  bimJerpatt  of  his  fbonlders ;  aot*ghftBad- 
\i\^  uliiiih.  ,ff  iTfiifiiiiiidfifiiltiniptnlriiiliriiiil  liiinli  If  ii|ainl 
the  allal&n,  frying  at  the  fame  time  to  him,  Bt  faMT,  Goo  <ae 
tg'tif  bond.  Whieh  being  petceived  by  the  other  confpinson, 
racy  all  ndbed  in  at  once  upon  bim.  FaUA  EbM  Kb^kAm  ob> 
fervifw  this,  faid  to  them,  ^e  i>«  b  >M(,  A&ii  fi  ^  «n^«r  ^fir 
fnthfii!  TavAkhBagtrt.fxBigd,Kfiie6fHeidtbjipitu£,tim 
tuOKi !  Fatah  then  threw  bimfelf  upon  his  siafter,  in  arte 
to  fcreen  him  from  the  iMetided  violettcc  t  but  being  Jrayg^ed 
off  by  the  aOaJfins,  be  ran  aboM  the  room  like  n  mnd»«»i 
wth  hit  fcymiur  drawn  in  his  hand,  crying  oat  wiA  all  Me 
might,  Dtath!  DtMth!  This  fo  iruiged  them,  that  i^ 
aiftandy  di^tched  him,  end  then  ma&aei  Al  MlmmMd 
withoutthe  teaftrcTiftancei  after  which,  th^  waited  t^oa  jff 
Montaftr.,  axA  ialuttd  him  Kh^^.  Several  leajbns  bxvebcca 
efi^ned  for  this  unnatura]  parncide  by  the  Mafitm  wiileni 
fbaie  of  which  our  leadcn  imll  not  be  difjdeafed  to  Bod  ■• 
fertedhere.  One  of  thafe  Wtitets  pretends,  that  Al  Mum^ 
elledged,  as  a  reafen  teexcefe  the  pcfpetratieo  of  ia  bottal  % 
,  fa^  the  hatred  his  father  bore  Aii  uid  aU  his  defoendame.  He 
alio,  fays  the  faOK  author,  sit  laft  was  aAiid  of  his  own  Kfe. 
For,  AlMttawaiktioact  tuning  between  his  hands  a  JcwnBr 
that  coft  him  1 0,000  ^nJri^  laid  to  Faiab  Ehn  KbiUm,  JjbmU 
i4  ^d  H  finds  valiant  vuai  mmi^  laj  Tiukitb^^aUt  u4» 
wbtfihandt  Ihuiy pkt  fhii/iymitar,  fiif  tbt dtftnuaadfr^TV»- 
tun  e/firf  ptrf»H.  Fatah  immediacely  enfwercd  bioH  Mnv  k 
h^tr^tht  hravtft  tf  jtm-  Turks,  wht  it  twtby  tfrtcmmig fi 
Va&atlt  a  frtftitijrtm  jfur  mm  hands.  This  Mt^  cuub  \!f 
Accident  into  theJUmllfs  ^artraent  the  wwient  t^  coofeitatc 
tMween  bim  and/oAwbegan,  when  faereceiveddiisfwof4, to- 
gether with  v«y  large  appointmenta,  frota/HMrtaiDakitt.  W« 
aic  told,  however,  chat  be  never  diewit  before  the  time  becn- 
terrd  his  Riafter's  chamber,  and  flew  bimwttb  it.  Other  atdbos 
relate,  that  the  Kha^/  tcquent^  eatertaipcd  himftlf  wi A  bam 
4  ioif- 
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■ntfehicffMB  1cB:id8  of  Averfions,  that  weic  nKreimiy  6i^rte« 
able  to  the  people  abouthim  ;  and  that  thii  in  aM  probability 
InAf  ned  his  death.  Sometimes  he  would  <»der  a  Hon  to  be  4et 
Inofe  in  the  middle  of  rtie  room  where  he  was  it^ling  Ms 
friends,  which  never  failed  of  tlHt}wing  them  into  a  lerriMtt 
confternatton.  At  other  times  be  wodld  command  hit  fer> 
vants  to  pift  rerpcnts  privately  ander  tht  table,  and  bmtc  pots 
full  of  fcorpitHis  in  the  middle  of  the  hall  where  he  bad  pre- 
pMred  a  bam^uet  for  his  fsvoUrrtrs,  without  fuAriltg  «ny  Of 
tbem  ttf  rire  IVom  the  table,  or  chan^  hw  [^ce  \  and  when  any 
of  hi*  ftiAidt  were  bit  on  fuch  occafionR  by  thofe  venomoM 
sBimals,  he  hnmediateiy  expelled  tfte  poifbn  by  ^  tbeiiMll 
medicine  that  he  bad  prepared  for  that  purpoft.  WhHft 
be  was  in  the  midft  of  one  of  thefe  debauches,  the  Turkiflt 
Dave*  that  had  confpired  agatnft  hini  entered  thehall  of  tiiefcftbi 
iirith  their  fcymitin  drawn  in  their  hands,  and  Btgher  at  thB 
heKloftfaem,accofdingtofomeofthe/'(f^nhiftoriansi  upon 
which,  one  of  thofe  at  table,  who  firfl  perceived  (hem,  but 
did  not  fufped  any  widced  deCign,  faid,  in  a  Acctious  manner* 
Tlfit  ii  neither  the  day  »/ litns,  narifftrpetiti,  wtr  »ffitrfie*ij, 
but  that  »f  fiymitan,  or  jwrds.  At  Mattmiakket  no  focttcr 
heard  hhn  talk  of  fcymittEn,  or  fttords,  than  he  IbkI,  ^'htd't 
that  jon  vntmU  fay  f  WWch  woids  were  fcttrce  out  Of  hk 
mouth,  when  the  ctHirpirators  fell  upon  him*  and  cut  him  to 
pieces.  Fatah^  continue  thefe  aAhon,  en^avenriag  to  de- 
fend him,  and  crying  outwidi  all  his  might,  O  tA  MMiwak- 
kel,  IvniUnptfurvivejcu!  was  I  ike  wife  killed  with  theJnbtfJK 
Tliat  prince's  buffoon,  who  had  hidhimfdfat  dK  ftg^ofthc 
fcymitars,  hcuing  Fatab's  lad  words,  and  obferving  what  hap- 
pened to  him  thereupon,  Aid  with  a  loud  Toke,  O  Al  Mmm- 
vikkel,  IJbeuldhtveryglad  la  Uveafltrpu  I  which  he  though 
might  induce  them  to  let  him  make  his  efcape.  One  writer 
of  good  repute  informs  us,  that  Al  Montafir  was  perfuaded  by 
the  wife  men  about  him  to  commit  die  parricide  above-men- 
tkmed,  becauje  hii  father  had  been  guil^  of  (bme  enormities 
that  merited  fncb  an  end.  Anodier  afliires  us,  that  hia  crvchy 
tolhofcpcribnsofdiftin^on,whowerefounhap[^  at  to  iiKur 
Ui  difpleafur^  greatly  contributed  thereto.  Tbew  be  inclofed 
in  an  iron  ftove,  Hned  with  pointed  nails, which  he  cai^  to  to 
heated  more  or  left  tn  proportion  to  the  heinouAwft  of  thecrinw 
he  intended  to  punilli ;  and  whA  any  of  them,  upon  finding 
himfelf  in  exquifite  torture,  faid  to  him,  Havt  pity  uptn  fw,  h« 
nplKd,Pltyun»lf>ii^  ImtamMHitefsef/iui,  'Tis  affirmed  by 
fame  authors,  t\MMibBimudBlmjh/almMuAlZiyity  hb  ytfir^ 
remsined  in  fticb  torture  fbrty  days  before  he  expired.  An- 
other will  have  it,  dut  Al  Affntajir'z  principBl  motive  to  defira 
bt*  fttbe*^  detdi}  aad  to  «iga^  d»  Turkt  to  di^ldi  hioi, 
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wts  die  opprobrious  tTeattnent  be  met  with  from  him.  For, 
thcATiW^callcd  his  cidefl  Ton,  by  way  of  mockery  and  rcfHYMch, 
Mentezher,  OTAIoaMi^ef;it)&Cid  ai Montafer ;  by  which  nick- 
lUDic  tbe  former. would  intimate,  that  the  lattei  lived  incoo- 
tiniial  hopes  of  his  death.  Sometimes  lilcewire  jfl  MftavJ^i- 
itl  would  force  the  young  prince  to  drink  to  cxccfs,  than 
which.nbthing  could  make  him  more  unpopular  oi  difagrec- 
^rie  to  the  Mejlemf,  and  then  bnt  him  without  the  leail  dif- 
cretion.  Nay,  for  what  had  fcarce  (he  appearance  of  a  crime, 
he  would. make  him  undergo  the  moil  rigorous  punilhmcnt. 
Laftiy,  we  are  given  to  underftand  by  Tome  of  the  oriental  hi- 
ftotians,  tfaat  Al  Mttawaiktrs  a£alIination  was  owin^  to  Ae 
refcntment  of  JVaiif,  i)\t1'urk,  whom  he  had  appointed  cap- 
tain of  his  guards,  and  confequently  made  him  mafler  of  bis 
perfon,  and  yet  was  To  imprudent  as  to  give  him  Juft  caufe  of 
otttnfs.-  For  he  deprived  him  of  fomc  domains  that  be  poC- 
fefled.in  the  Perfian  Iraky  in  order  to  bellow  them  upon  Faiab 
Ebn  Kbdian,  his  favourite  and  yifir.  But  whatever  was  the 
-true  caufe  of  this  prince's  violent  death,  it  has  been  obfcrved 
by  the  Mofitm  writers,  not  only  ttiat  the  confpiracy  formed 
againfi  him  was  difcovered  a  little  before  Al  Mantajtr  caufnl 
it  tQi.be.carried  into  execution,  by  one  of  his  trdty  ilaves,  but 
likewife  that  his  tragical  exit  was  clearly  predi^ed  to  him 
about  the  lame  tiine  by  a  moft  ftrange  and  wondcrFiil  drum  '. 
Afarthtr  It  has  been  remarked  upon  the  fubjcfl  of  the  fword,  or 
mtcattnt  ef  fcymit^,  givcn  by  Al  Mstttwaikil  to  Begbert  by  Al  Belb- 
tiii  Kba-  tffi^  that  this  /Tfcfi/"  having  heard  inuch  of  the  excellency 
•'' 'A'  of  a  fvpord  in  the  city  of  Bafra,  writ  to  his  governor  there  to 
*"*'  purchafc  it  for  him,  coft  what  it  would.     But  the  governor, 

■'***'^  '  upon  inquiry,  finding  it  had  been  fold,  and  Tent  into  the  pro- 
vince of  fiairw'n,  inlurmed  the  Kbalif  thit  it  was  not  in  his 
his  power  to  procure  it  for  him.  Ai  Melatvaikil,  therefore, 
dffpatched.  a  courier  thither  to  buy  it  at  any  price  that  fbould 
be  demanded  for  it,  .  His  order  was  executed,  and,  as  fbon  is 
the  fword  came  into  his  hands,  he  gave  it  to  Baghir,  with  tbe 
following  compliment,  Take  tbls  fword  i  I  fit  n»  grtater  veht 
aftn  it  wan  I  do  upon  you,  ' . 
Vkni  Another  oriental  author  has  obfcrved,  thaj  this  JfAai/ 

fbyjiiiant  wa^  l^i'^  hy  his  fon  Al  Mi>ntefer'%  order,  upon  the  very  Iput 
fourijhid  whetc  Khafru  Parviz,  kingot  P^rjia,  of  the  Sajamian  ract, 
in  hit        had  been  maflacred  by  the  command  of  his  fon  Sbiruytb.  His 
lime,         piincipal  phyfician,  Bakhtijbua,  having  amalTed  vaft  ^jeafures, 
'  Abu  Iaaf*^  AlTabak.  AlMakih,  ubi  fup.  p.  151,  i;j. 
Gkec.  Alu'l-Fara],  ubifup.  p.  261,262.  Aat.  Takikh  Al  As- 
KAS,  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed  Abd'aljaafak  Al  Kazwih), 
Jamal'oddin,.  Mohammed  AlAvvki,  MiRKHONp.   Ai,  Baku- 
T,ERt,  .Euryc>i.,  jibi  fup.  p.  454,  455.  •  Ai.'BAKBTeiu. 
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and  ifi  Matawaihl  being  informed  of  thisi  the  KhaHf-  once 
invited  bimfelf  to  an  entertainment  at  his  houfe  ;  where  being 
rcgaied  with  the  utmoft  magnificence,  he  conceived  ah  aver- 
fion  to  himi  efpecially  as  the  immenfe  wealth  he-had  acquired 
by  his  mailer's  favour  and  munificence,  had  rendcired  hifti  in- 
folent  and  haughty.  This  induced  that  prince  to  fend  Alfie- 
ftin  Ehn  Al  MokbalUd  to  feal  up  the  rooms  where  his  treafum 
and  eSe&  were  dcpoftted,  and  foon  after  to  deprivti  him  of 
them.  Bakbtijhua's  difgrace  happened  in  the  vear  of  the 
Utjra  244,  and  his  death  in  the  year  256.  SthAa  Bakhtt' 
Jbua,  another  phyfician  of  confiderable  note,  named  Ahu 
Zfid  AbtTalrabman  Henain  Ebn  JJhak  Al  Ebedi,  a  Cbrijlian 
Ukewifc,  flourilhed  in  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Motatuakitl.  Thii 
phyfician-  was  an  Ebadian,  that  is,  one  of  thofe.  ChriftiaH 
Arabt  Itnown  by  the  title  of  fervantt  if  G  od,  (for  that  the 
words  Al  Ebad,  or  Al  Ebadi,  import)  who  were  collected 
from  different  tribes,  and  fettled  in  the  Atabian,  Babylonian, 
or  Chaldaan  Iraky  not  far  from  the  cities  of  Hira  and  CSfa, 
Honain,  whofe  father  Ijhak  was  an  apothecary  in  the  city  of 
Hira,  hav'mg  in  his  youth  an  uncommon  thirA  after  know- 
ledge, went  to  tht  fchool  of  Tehya  Ebn  Mdfwiya,  a  celebrated 
phyfician  of  Baghdad,  for  inflru^lion  ;  where  he  continued* for 
fomc  time.  But  meeting  with  contemptuous  treatment  irbm 
Yahya,  on  a  certain  occaJiort,  he  retired  into  the  territoricsof 
the  Grtei  emperor ;  where  he  remained  two  years,  and,  du- 
ring that  term,  not  -only  learned  the  GTitk  language,  but 
likewife  made  a  fine  colleSion  of  books,  in  order  to  forward 
his  philofophical  lludies.  After  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
he  took  a  journey  into  Perfia,  from  whence  he  went  to  Bafroy 
a  city  of  the  Perfian  In'ik,  where  he  attained  to  great  fkil!  in 
Arabic,  under  the  direction  of // J^Wi/ £/«  ^^fTrri^,  and  then 
returned  to  BnghWd.  Here  he  foon  grew  fo  tamfius,  that  Ga- 
britl  Ebn  Bakhti/hua,  univerfalty  elleemed  for  his  knowledge, 
declared  to  Ttftf,  another  phyfician,  that  he  would  excel  in 
every  branth  oi  Staining  Sergius  of  Rafi'lain,  or  RAt  alttin,  the 
prodigy  of  theage,  who  tranfla ted  many  of  tbeCr^f;^ authors  into 
Syriac.  His  fame  foon  reaching  the  ears  of  Al  Motawakktl,  that 
prince fcnt  for  him,  atld  Was  fo  |)Ieafed  with  his  converfation, 
that  he  determined  to  fettle  a  penfion  upon  him.  However, 
as  he  had  refided  two  years  in  the  (iriik  emperor's  dominions, 
fufpffling  that  he  might  be  carrying  on  fome  finifter  defigns 
for  that  monarch,  he  was  afraid  at  firil  to  trud  him  |  and 
therefore,  in  order  to  try  him,  after  he  hud  ordered  him  to 
be  clothed  in  a  fumptuous  rote,  and  afligned  him  an  yearly 
appointment  of  50,000  dinars,  he  commanded  him  to  prepare 
him  a  fubtle  poifon,  with  which  hemight  deftroy  one-of  his 
enemies  iiv  f»  private  a  manner  that  no  sue  copl4  fu'pe£l  bim 
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M  bk  die  ludior  of  Us  drntb.    This  lAmam  nhSed  to  doj 

telltng  the  KheHf,  ttut  be  could  only  prepara  medicines  whkh 
wouu  be  beneficial  to  mankind  j  bowercr,  be  ailln'ed  dot 
prince^  in  ocdef  to  gain  time,  that  be  would  fiudjr  the  natwe 
•f  poitam,  if  be  could  once  undeHbnd  that  luch  a  ftorf^ 
-would  prove  agreeable  to  him.     The  KhaUfaot  bong  ^ile, 
cithir  by  pFomifiH  or  menaces  to  prevail  i^n  bim  to  do  iriat 
he  deTiredi  fent  him  immediately  to  piifon,  where  be  kept 
bim  confiiieti  a  whole  year;  after  the  end  of  which,  be  qr- 
dcred  him  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  threatened  him  wU 
immediate  death,  if  he  perfified  in  htt  rcfufal  to  obo  ba 
CDipmands.  But  he  Itill  remained  inflexible ;  which  {a  pfcifed 
\4l  Mitinvakiei,  that  he  bad  bim  be  d  good  courage,  and 
to|d  him  that  he  Ihould  now  repofe  the  greateft  con&Kooe  is 
bim>    Afterwards  demanding  of  bim  what  could  infpire  bim 
with  fuch  an  amazing  refolution,  whett  death  did  as  it  wcr 
ftare  him  in  the  face  i   *'  Two  things,"  replied  Hanrnm,  *<  ny 
>'  nligton  and  my  profcffion.     The  former  commaitda  me  to 
**'  do  good  to  my  enemies,  and  much  more  not  to  bnrt  ay 
**  friends.     The  lauer  was  infticuted  Iblely  for  the  benefit  aaJ 
**  advantage  of  mankind;  and,  at  my  entrance  upon  it,  I 
*'  took  a  fulemn  oath  never  to  be  concerned  in  any  nufchievoot 
**■  or  lethiferaiu  preparationi."     This  anfwet  cbai-mcd  tbe 
Xbaiif,  who  made  him  «  prefent  of  a  rich  veft,  together  witk 
a  very  cOnfiderable  Turn  of  money ;  fo  that  he  fieemed  to  be, 
for  fome  time,  one  of  the  happiellof  mortals,  aa  he  erjojtA 
{61am  I  &t%ie  of  jf I  A^ataviaiitl'tf mour.     However,  one  ifl 
TifuTty  a  Cbrijiiant  envying  hit  happioeft,  found  means  to 
«ccule  him  of  probneneii  and  infidelity  to  the  Kbat^^  and  to 
excite  die  fuperior  clergy  to  profccute  him  for  tne  bmei 
which  terminated  in  an  excommunication.    This  lb  aA&d 
Hentixy  that  he  died  fuddcniy  the  foUowii^  night ;  harin^ 
a>  vu  generally  believed,  put  a  period  to  bis  day*  by  pottu. 
He  left  behind  him  two  Ibns,  DawJMaH^i;  tbe  luter  of 
which  applied  himfclf  to  the  fludy  of  plulolbphy,  and  tranf- 
lated  Ibme  of  the  bcft  Greti  writers,  and  the  fonner  piadiU 
f^ylic,  after  hi»  father's  death,  amongft  the  lower  ibrt  <i 
people.    He  had  likewife  a  nephew,  named  jfHaiJb  Eht  M 
JJem^  who  had  an  excellent  talent  at  trtnflationf  i  iolbmiKh 
that  his  jtrMbU  vcrfion  of  feveral  Grtti  and  Syrinc  author*  bw 
been  juftly  admired  by  many  learned  men  of  the  eaft,  sod  by 
fbme  of  tticm  n-cn  akribed  to  H»wiii  lumlelf.     Tbii  ccle- 
bfaied  phyfician,  according  to  Ein  Shtbnsb,  tranOaled  tni9 
^rahi<  Eiielid,  and  Pttltmy'a  yfliHajefi,  which  were  afterwards 
revifed  and  corrcAed  by  Tbabtt  Ehn  K*rrv  the  SMmi.    Hi 
fchcJars  are  alb  faid  (a  have  ttanflated  into  the  fame  lai^rnage 
the  grei4«A  pan  vf  the  iroiksofG'A^x  sod //i^fnUKftaidi* 

bare 
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have  publifhed  this  verfton  under  their  aiafter's  name. '  Stuae 
wrrtten  likewife  anribute  tohioi  and  h'ls.fbn  t\ieArahi{  traitf- 
latioo  of  Arijietlt'i  AnalytUst  and  his  treatife  of  hterfrt- , 
iMtimt  intitled  hj  the  Jraht  AnoUtbica  and  Bari  Armrdat  \ 
^whicb  wordi  are  maoifeft  comiptiofu  of  die  Greek.  In  the 
Frtiith  king's  library*  N"  866,  fevar^  of  Hatimi't  pieces, 
nunely,  the  Kifaiat  Jl  Naik,  the  Hawaftii  MtJJaU  At  Ha- 
Mm  Hnaiiit  itc.  are  ftill  prcfcrved.  It  Nppears  from  £iit 
Shttiieb,  that  Htmain's  excomoiunication  by  the  patriarch  for 
Ilia  ineverence  to  certain  facrcd  piSures,  or  images,  and  conle- 
quently  his  death,  which  immediately  followed  that  tragical 
event,  haftpened  in  the  Kball/tit  of  At  Mt'lanuJy  and  the  year 
of  die  Hfjra  360,  or  a6i '. 

Th  I  reign  of  this  Khali/  'a  called  by  the  oriental  hiftorians  itaty  /re 
$ht  rdgH  t/prtdigia.  The  eanhquakea  in  various  parts  of  the  ^'i'ei  i« 
world  during  that  period,  and  theftrange  eSe&B  produced  by  '^'/ 
tome  of  the  dreadful  concuffions  attending  them,  already  taken  f"*'*"* 
notice  of,  have  been  confidered  by  thou  writers  as  part  of  ''"f- 
them.  Belides  which,  many  others,  uid  particularly  one 
is  the  country  of  KairwHn,  the  Cyrtimiea  of  the  antients, 
wherein  the  eaith  opened  and  fwallowed  up  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  pet^e,  aa  alio  another  in  Tanwh  during  which  a 
Urge  pkx^bed  fidd  was  carried  from  the  top  of  a  hill  to  a 
place  at  a  con&denUe  diftance  from  it,  without  lofing  an  inch 
of  ground,  have  been  menticmed  by  £in  JSzi.  We  are 
lUuwife  uifcHincd  by  Bin  Aiu't  ffexa,  that  a  flrange  bird, 
bi^er  than  a  raven,  perched  upon  a  tree  in  the  fame  countty, 
aiM,  in  the  beating  of  many  people,  diAin&ly  pronounced 
the  following  words.  Serve  ana  fear  God,  God,  God,  whidi 
it  repeated  forty  timet,  and  then  Bew  away ;  but  foon  after 
retwned,  and  pronounced  the  lame  words  forty  times  more. 
The  truth  and  reality  of  which  h&a  were  attefted  by  500 
ptribiu  who  heard  them,  and  were  brought  before  Ai  Mota- 
Vfakkel  for  that  purpofe.  Ebn  Al  Jala  alfo  writes,  that,  in 
KhUtufUxy  a  bird  placed  itfelf  upon  the  bier  of  a  man,  whom 
fbme  ai  his  neighbours  were  carrying  to  his  grave,  and  cried 
out  in  the  language  of  that  province.  Almighty  God  have 
mercy  upon  this  deadperfen,  and  all  that  aj/tft  in  hit  interment. 
The  water  of  the  "ngris  likewifc  at  Bogbd-'.d,  once  in  thia 
prince's  reign,  continued  for  three  days  together  as  yciluw  as 
netted  gold,  and  then  afTumed  the  cdour  of  blood,  which 
temained  a  much  longer  time.  Ac  Stwida,  a  fmall  town*  in 
Egyptt  it  hailed  ftones  c^  a  monftrous  fize,  every  one  of  whidi 
weighed  ten  Arab  pounds.  Nor  was  the  nature  of  thefe  Hones 
'  Al  Masddi,  Crco.  Aku'l.Faraj,  obi  Tup.  p.  i6z — 267. 
EvN  Shohmah,  I>'Hi«Bii..  Bibl:o(h.  oricm  arc./A«iua,p.  4;6, 
ctart.  Eia£,  p.  307, 
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lefs  wonderful  than  their  (izc.   For,  an  Arab  having  taken  ooe 
-of  them,  in  order  to  make  a  fire  with  it  in  his  tent,  fo  violent 
a  flame  immciliatcly  ifTued  out  of  it,  that  the  whole  tent,  and 
;  every  thing  combuflible  in  it,  were  conAimed  in  an  inftani. 
Some  of  thefe  Hones  are  faid  to  have  been  preferved  at  Kairiy 
or  M  Kabiraby  and  Bttlif  in  Gtorgia,  a  long  time  after.     A 
Ptrfian  author  reUtcs,  that  two  men  in  tgjpt  having  bcca 
>  ftruc|c  down  to  the  ground  by  lightning,  about  the  fame  tiuir, 
they  both  continued  black  from  head  to  foot  all  the  reaiatning 
pajtot  their  lives,  without  having  received  any  otbcx  dtunage 
therefrom  °. 
Ut  ijfscd       This  Khali}  iffued  at  leafrtwo  cdia*  againft  the  Cbrifitav 
i-uB  Mflj fettled  in  the  jt/e/?«m  empire,  as  has  been  already  obferved; 
agaiajt     ong  of  which  has  been  confidercd  as  the  effefl  of  his  rcfeitf- 
f£fChri-  ment  againll   Bakbtijbuaj  his  phyficlan,   who  profefled  the 
fltans.       Cir(/?/fl«  religion,  by  fome  of  the  caflern  writers  j  thoit^  he 
fcems  to  liave  petfccuted  the  foJlovcers  and  delcendants  u(  M 
with  a  much  greater  degree  of  violence.     In  bis  reign,  Tbta- 
philtis,  the  Grtek  emperor,  ordered  all  the  images  of  faints  is 
_  the  churches  to  he  deRrpyed  j  which  induced  Stfhraniui,  the 
pdtnarch  a^  ^Alexandria,  and  one  Abu  Karra,   an    Araby  n 
'  Write  in  defence  of  image- wurfhip;  though  others,  with  an  iri- 

.  vincible  Hrengih  of  reafoning,  maiiitained  the  contrary  op- 
,  nion.  The  former  of  thefe  learned  men  fent  a  letter  to  the 
.  emperor,  containing  the  reafons  that  obliged  him  to  difapprote 
of  his  conduct  in 'the  aforefaid  particular  j  which,  accord* 
,  ing  to  fomc,  had  fuch  an  ei^H  upon  that  prince,  that  he  im- 
mediately revoked  his  former  ediift.  Saphnnius  died  of  a 
. ,  <lropfy,  m  the  233d'  year  of  the  Hijra,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
■  one  .idichatl,  a  native  o{  Alexandria,  who  fat  in  the  pa^iir- 
chal.fee  there,  according  to  Eulychiuj,  about  twenty-four  yean. 
^  ,  The  fame  author  relates,  that  the  emperor  had  a  diftaile  givca 
.  him  to  images  by  the  pious  fraud  of  a  prieft,  who,  by  mean) 
of  a  leaden  tube,  made  the  people  believe,  that  the  brcafts  of 
an  image  of  the  virgin  Ma/y  dropped  milk  ;  which  pretended 
miracle  procured  from  the  populace  an  uncommon  degree  of 
,  reverence  for  that  image,  and  no  fmall  aceeHion  of  wealth  to 
the  priefl  himfclF:  but  the  impoflure  being  detef^,  the  em> 
pcror  was  fo  incenfed,  that  he  commanded  him  to  be  be- 
headed, and  forbad  his  fubjc^ts  to  worfhip  either  the  images 
or  pidlures  of  faints  ;  which,  tor  fome  time,  he  conTidered  as 
downright  idolatry.  To  which  we  may  add,  that  this  event 
fcems  to  have  preceded  a  few  years  the  Khalifs  firft  edifl 
■■  Abu  Jaafak  Ai.  Tabak.  Al  M4SIN,  GaBO.  Abu'l-Fa- 
raj,  &c.  ubifup.  Ebn  Jvzi,  GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  161— 
164.  £bn  Abu'l  Weia,  Ebh  Al  Jala,  Ahued  £bn  Uomak* 
U£a  Abo'aljaafak  Al  Kazwihi, 
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ag^nft  the  ChriJHans  j  and  that  not  long  after  the  emperor  had 
abolilbed  the  worlhip  of  images,  he  relapfcd  into  that  fpeciea 
of  idolatry.  This,  therefore,  being  fo  extremely  repugnant 
to  the  tumjand  genius  of  the  Mohammedans^  probably  excited 
the  Kbalif  to  difcover  an  i1I  difpofition  to  the  Chrijiiam  in  th« 
year  of  the //*;>«  235.  For,  the  difgrace  of  Sffito^j  hap-  . 
pened,  if  we  will  believe  Abu'l-Faraj^  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejra  244;  and  therefore  could  not  occafion  the  publication 
«f  the  aforefaid  edi^,  notwithflanding  what  may  fcem  to  be 
inGnuated  to  the  contrary  by  EutythiuSy  who,  perhaps^  indu- 
flrioufly  concealed  the  true  caufe  of  that  affair  *. 

With  regard  to  M  MttavjakktFt  perfon,  he  was  tall,  of  a  Dtfirip' 
thin  habit  of  body,  and  had  a  fwarthy  complexion.  He  had,  H^n  e/  At 
however,  a  handfome  face,  in  which  a  redditb  and  yellowiA  Moca- 
hue  appeared,  a  middling  beard,  and  eyes  of  a  larger  Ii2e.  As  wakkelV 
to  his  difpofition,  he  was,  H  ■vnmiy\xX\.K<iK  Abu  Jaafar  jilt^^'"^ 
Tabariy  extremely  afl^bJe,  munificent,  and  of  great  eonde-  "foSttt 
Icenfion.  He  was  alfo  a  vaft  encourager  of  learned  men,  in- 
fbmuch  that  prodigious  numbers  of  them  reforted  to  his 
court.  In  this,  he  followed  the  example  of  his  great  prcde- 
ceflbr  Al  Mamuny  ofwhofc  uncommon  paffion  for  the  fei- 
ences,  particularly  geometry  and  aftronomy,  the  following  re- 
markable inllance  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  CedrenuSi 
A  young  Grui  having  been  taken  prifoner  by  the  jfraii,  and 
brought  by  the  officer  whofe  flave  he  was  into  the  Khalifs  pre- 
fence,  that  prince's  geometricians,  who  likewife  then  appeared* 
immediately  entered  into  a  conference  wiih  him;  but  the  youth 
proving  in  knowledge  infinitely  fuperior  to  them,  they  afked 
him  whether  there  were  any  more  geometricians  at  Byinanliuin 
as  good  as  himfelf  ?  To  which  he  anfwered,  that  there  were 
many  there  who  vaftly  excelled  him,  and  particularly  his 
mafler  Lee,  then  in  poor  circumflances,  who  applied  himfelf 
folely  to  the  fludy  of  the  fciences.  The  ^hatify  extremely 
delm)us  of  having  fo  celebrated  a  mathematician  at  his  court* 
gave  the  Greek  his  liberty,  and  fcnt  him  with  a  letter  to  Let^ 
then  at  Conflantinapltt  or  Byzantium,  to  invite  him  into  his 
dominions  -,  offering  at  the  fame  time  to  load  him  with  pre-' 
lents,and  fettle  what  penfionhe  pleafed  upon  him,  if  he  would 
undertake  to  injlru^  his  fubjefts  in  thofe  fciences,  in  which  he 
fo  eminently  excelled.  This  letter  Lee  fhewed  to  Theoilijius  j 
and  he  immediately  communicated  the  contents  of  it  to  I^fii^i^- 
/»,whDthen  fat  upon  the  imperial  throne.  The  emperor,  be- 
ing by  this  means  made  acquainted  with  Leo's  uncommon  me- 
rit, conAituted  him  profeflbr  of  thofe  branches  of  literature  he 

•  D'HlKBII..  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Metavaiie/.  p.  640.  G«EC. 
Abv'i-'Faiia),  abifup.  p.a6z,a63  EuTitcH.  ubifup.  p.  448— 
451.  Abd  JaAfak  AlTasak.AlM^cih, ubifup. p.  151,  i$3. 
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was  maimer  of,  and  converted  the  church  of  ^t  forty  martyrt 
into  a  fchool,  or  ^mnafium,  where  he  exerdfed  the  great  ts- 
lenU  he  was  maffei  of  for  the  public  good.     A^er  this,  Jl 
Momun  fent  him  a  confiderable  number  of  geometrical  and 
aflrononucal  problems,  befidea  fsveral  relative  to  other  fci- 
enccs,  of  all  which  he  foon  received  from  him  a  moft  ac- 
curate and  fatisfa£tory  fotution.     This  fo  raifed  the  adrzn- 
tageous  idea  the  KbaJif  had  already  formed  to  bimfclf  of 
Lta'i  tranfcendent  merit,  that  be  Tent  an  embaflador  to  the 
imperial  court,  to  dcfirc  the  emperor  to  permit  that  learned 
man  to  refide  a  {hort  time  with  him.     For  which  favour  the 
embaflidor  offered  Ibiopbllus,  in  hti  mailer's  name,  a  lai^ 
fum  of  money,  and  to  enter  into  a  lafting  treaty  of  peace  and 
alliance  with  him.     But  the  emperor,  being  unwilling  that  the 
Arobi  fhould  make  a  figure  in  the  learned  world,  refbfed  lo 
comply  with  M  Mamun's  requeft,  and  created  Lea  bifbop  of 
ThtJhliHiia.     However,   this   fufficiently  demonftrates  ttiat 
Khalifs  thirft  after  knowledge,  and  confirms  the  charader 
given  of  this  prince,  at  leaft  in  the  particular  here  infified 
upon,  by  the  oriental  hiflorians  ". 
Same  far-     T«E  Kbaltf  Al  Mettrwakktl  reigned  fourteen  years  and  feven 
Mcr/tfT'i-months,  according  to  jlbu'l-Faraj,  or  fourteen  years,  nine 
eulerirt-  months,  and  ninedays,  if  we  will  believe  Euiythiut,  or,  laiUy, 
Uiing  h    fourteen  years,  ten  months,  and  three  days,  if  we  chufe  to 
im.        ■  admit  what  has  been  advanced  by  ytiu  Jaafar  Al  Tabcri. 
According  to  the  firft  and  laft  of  thefe  authors,  he  was  forty 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  but  Eutycbiui  makes 
him  to  have  been  forty-four  years  old  when  that  tragical  event 
happened.     Iri  the  tenth  year  of  his  Kbalifalf  he  made  Sal- 
mun  Ehn  J.arkiiii  patriarch  of  'JerufaUm,  who  fat  in  that  fee 
abourfive  years.     The  firftof  his  f^ijin  was  MobammtdEht 
JS^almulec  Al  7.iyat ;   after  whofc  death,  Mehammed  Eia  Al 
Fadl  Al  Jifrjatti  was  called  to  that  high  pofl.     And,  latlly,  Al 
feryam  was  fucceeded  by  Abttallab  Ebn  Tabya  Ebn  Ktaian, 
who,  as  fome  writers  will  have  it,  was  the  Khalifas  principal 
fccretary  of  ftate.     The  firft  employed  by  this  prince  in  the 
capacity  of  judge  was  Tahya  Ehn  A£tem,  whom  he  turned  out 
of  his  office,  and  deprived  him  of  all  the  money  he  had  thcreia 
acquired,   which  amounted  to  the  fum  of  ic>o,oco  dinars. 
After  Yahya's  difgrace,  he  advanced  to  that  honourable  tm- 
f\oyn\ent  Jaafar  Ebn  Mohammed  Al  Bar  hand,  and  then  faa- 
far  Ebn  Abdallab  Ebn  faajar  Al  Hefiimi.  He  removed  from 
tiwexalted  pofl  that  had  been  conferred  upon  him  AhmtdEin 
Davtd,  wiio  had  been  fo  inftrumennl  in  his  elevation  to  (he 
"  Abo  Jaafar  Al  Tabah,    Al  M*ictN,  ubi  fnp.  p.  is"- 
EoTYCH,  ubi  fup.  p.  454,  4^5,    Ism,  Abulfbd.  iochron.  ad  an. 
^^>  H7vGcoKC.  Cedren.  biftorisr.  caiDpead.p.  548 — 550. 
4  '     '  Kha- 
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JChaSfat,    The  lirftcaptainbf  his  guards  v^^JJhatEhnlhra- 

hiiHy  and  the  fccond  Mehammtd  Ebn  AhiaUah  Ebn  Th^er, 

-who  was  fern  for  out  of  Kberajan.     His  firfl  chamberlain  was 

J*^ny,  die  Turk,  his  fecond  Sa'idEbn  SdUhy  and  his  tiiirdBogdy 

or  Btga,  the  TurJt,    The  fitft  day  of  his  reign  was  Thur/day, 

and  Ae  laft  Weintfday.     The  inrcription  of  bis  fcal  was.  In 

God  »  mji  /ru/?.     It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Faiab 

£hn  Kbdiatiy  his  principal  favourite,  was  aiMinatcd  with 

Inar. 

SECT.    XXXII. 

IT  appears  from  what  has  been  related  above,  that  the  night  Al  Mon- 
M  Moltrwaihl  was  maflicred  the  affaiTins  faluted  his  fon  tafer/ff/w/- 
MohommedAbuJaafarAlMontafer,  or,  as  he  is  commonly  call-  '^  K*^* 
cd,  AlMontafir  Bi  tlib,  Khalif.  The  next  morning  the  new 
emperor  of  the  faithful  afTemblctl  all  the  great  ofiiceis  of  the 
court,  and  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  city  oi  Aiyaafaria^ 
built  by  the  \a.K Khaiif,viho  had  been  murdered  there,  and  or- 
dered jfhmedEbn  J!  Khas'ib  to  read  to  them  a  declaration  he 
had  caufed  to  be  drawn  up,  importing  that  he  had  no  hand  in 
his  father's  death,  hut  that  this  ought  to  be  imputed  to  his  fa- 
vourite/iifia/'  ELn  Khiikan,  whom  he  had  ordered  to  be  cut  to 
pieces  for  being  guilty  of  fo  black  a  crime.  After  which,  he  waa 
inaugurated,  and  all  the  perfons  of  diAinSion  prefent  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  him.  His  mother  Habajha,  one  of/lMe- 
tawaiifr%  concubines,  according  to  Abu  'Joafar  Al  Tabari,v/is 
of  Greek  extraflion.  Soon  after  his  inauguration,  hedemo- 
lifted  the  palace  Al'Jaafaria,  ere£ied  by  his  father,  and  re- 
tired into  Samarra,  or  Sorra  Manray,  where  he  refided  during 
the  remainder  of  his  fliort  leign.  Some  of  the  Afojlim  writers 
pretend,  ihii  M  Montajery  not  long  after  his  accelHon,  look- 
ing upon  a  piece  of  tapeftry  curioufly  wrought,  difcovcred 
thereon  a  petfon  on  horfeback  with  a  diadem  about  his  head* 
and  round  it  a  Perjic  infcription,  which  he  commanded  a  P^r- 
_/foa  then  belonging  to  his  court  to  explain.  The  PerfiaHf 
continue  thefe  authors,  would  willingly  have  evaded  obeying 
the  Khatifs  command;  but  finding  this  impraiii cable,  he 
told  Al  Mmtaftr,  that  the  horfcman  he  faw  was  Shiruyeh,  the 
ion  of  Kho/rA  Parviz,  who  flew  his  father ;  and  that  the  in- 
fcription was  to  the  following  cfre<5i':  /  om  Shiiuyeh,  the  fin 
ef  Khofru  Parviz,  wheJJna  my . father,  and  'reigned  only  Jix 
manthi.  Al  Miintajer  no  fooner  heard  thefe  words  than  he 
changed  countenance}  confidering  the  whole  affair  as  omi- 
nous,  and  amounting  to  a  prediiiSion  that  his  reign  (hould  not 
exceed  that  term.  Which  predi^on,  if  we  will  believe  the 
y  Greg.  Ab(;'l-F«liiaj,  ubi  fop.  p.  161.  £Iitych.  ubi  fap. 
Abu  Jaafail  AtTABAa.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  p.  iji.  Ism. 
Abulfed.  inchron.  adaa.  He].  147.  D'Hekb'ii..  Bibliocb.  orient. 
p.  641.  641.  f  f  2  ^  .■^'JtinM'-' 
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j4^alhi(b>rians,  met  with  ifulland  iblblute cooipletiofi.  Mm 
Othmm  Beer  Ebn  Mebamnui  Al  Aiaxeniy  a  celebraied  gnm- 
marian,  famed  forhis  flull  inthc^r^itf  toi^e,diedthe  prcfett 
year.  We  mull  not  forget  to  remark,  diat  /fl  MoaJar,  the  fin 
of  Mahtjmmti,  Khalif  of  Spain,  invaded  the  province  of  Alava^ 
where  he  overthrew  the  Chrijiian  forces,  and  brought  a  ^eat 
numher  of  heads  with  him  to  Cerduha  \  and  that  M  /tbhai, 
the  fecond  Aglab'iU  Etnir  of  Sicily,  who  was  fuccecdcd  by  his 
Ion  Abd'allab  Ebn  Al  Abbas,  ele^ed  by  the  people  Emtr^  till 
theJIT^i/i/'of  ^airwift's  pleafure-waskxiown,  died  in  the  year 
of  the  tieira  247  K 
ggff.  The  next  year, being  thei+Sthofthejl^/maira,  be^- 

eiii^i  bii  ning  March  7th,  862,  hiiga  Al  Kabir,  Bffga  Al  Saghlr,  Bagber, 
Irttberi  QtBager,  Wailf,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Turkijh  guards, 
fram  tbt  concerned  in  the  afTaflination  of  ^/ iW«/<ia'flWW,  held  a  coundl 
fMci£ion.  amongft  tlicmfelves,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  being  brooght  to 
condign  puniQiment  for  the  perpetration  of  fo  horrid  a  crime, 
refolved  to  oblige  the  new  Khalif  to  exclude  his  brothers  £ 
Mo'ta%,  or  rather  Al  Mo'tazz,  and  Al  Mowaiad  from  the  fuc- 
Cefiion;  being  convinced  that  either  of  thofe  princes  would  take 
vengeance  of  theih  for  his  father's  death,  if  ever  he  fhould  afcend 
the  Afo/Zfjw  throne.  But  the  ^AaAys  brothers,  having  becnap- 
prizedof  the  violence  with  which  they  were  threatencd,wentdf 
their  own  accord  to  AlMentafer,  and  refigned  with  a  good  g^race 
their  right  to  the  crown  after  his  dcceafe.  This  is  the  accoont 
of  the  aSair,  at  prefent  in  view,  handed  down  to  us  by  foiqe 
of  the  Perfian  hiflorians ;  tho'  the  Arab  writers  reprefent  this 
rcfignation,  or  abdication,  as  the  efFei3  of  compulfion.  Be 
that  13  it  will,  the  A^^n/f/'ttnmediately  notified  this  event  to 
Mahammtd  Ebn  Abitallah  Ebn  Thaher  Ebn  Hofiin,  the  ct»n- 
mandam  oi  Baghdad;  intimating  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
two  princes  thcmfelves  defired  to  be  permitted  always  to  fire 
a  private  life,  as  their  abilities  were  by  no  means  equal  to  the 

tnvernment  of  To  large  and  extenJive  an  empire.  Notwtth- 
anding  which,  he  confidered  the  Tiiriljh  officers,  who  had 
imbrued  their  hand^  in  his  father's  blood,  according  to  fome 
of  the  Arab  writers,  as  the  principal  authors  of  this  meafure ; 
and  even  told  his  brothers  themfelves,  in  the  very  prefenceof 
thofe  officers,  that  they  had  impelled  him  to  it.  'After  which, 
he  difpiitched  couriers  with  advice  of  what  had  happetted  to 
all  the  governors  of  provinces  in  the  empire.  Some  lufloriant 
*  Abu  Jaafar  ALTABan.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup,  p.  151, 
I  J  3,  154.  Grkg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  167.  Eutych.  obi 
(up.  p.  4^6,  457  D'Herbel  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  jVofl/o^,  p. 
6iz.  RoDERic.ToLETAN.bift.  Arab.  c.  xxvii.  p.  24.  Exccrpcex 
chronol.  univerf.  Ism.Aculfed.  ex  cod.  Arab,  MS.  Biblioih. 
Divi  Lauren;.  Elcurial.  Vide  ctiaai  Joah.  B/.pt.  Cakui:  ubi  fup. 
p.  iS.  report 
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report,  that  the  rich  tapcAry  above-mentioned,  which  threw 
^t  Mentafir  into  fuch  a  conAernaiibn,  was  found  in  his  fa- 
thcr'a  wardrobe,  and  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  antient 
■lungs  of  Perfta  \ 

Al  Montaser,  not  long  after  his  elevation  to  the  Kba-  A)  Mon- 
lifeU  faw  his  father  Jl  Metawakkil  in  a  dream,  who  re-  later  jC/a 
proached  him  with  his  parricide,  and  told  him,  that  he  Qiould 
not  long  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  wickednjefs,  in  the  following 
terms :  **  Mohammed,  thou  haft  killed  me,  thou  hail  oppreffed 
■**  me,  thou  haft  deprived  me  of  the  Khatlfati,  which  thou 
■•'  (halt  in  a  fliort  time  leave,  and  then  enter  into  eternal  fire." 
This  dream  fo  frighted  the  Khaiif,  that  he  immediately  awaked 
-in  the  utmoft  terror,  burft  out  into  tears,  and  made  the  palace 
ling  with  his  lamentations.  This  foon  brought  to  him  jib- 
J'ailah  Ebn  Amruy  to  whom  he  related  his  frightful  dream  ; 
who  told  him,  that  thefe  nocturnal  horrors  were  onlythe  ef- 
itSa  of  his  waking  thoughts,  and  bad  him  flight  them  as 
much  as  poffible.  In  order  to  which,  he  farther  advifed  him 
to  take  a  chcarful  glafs,  and  to  drive  away^all  penfive  thoughts 
by  a  round  of  his  favourite  diverfions ;  which  he  accordingly 
forlbme  time  attempted  todo.  But  notwithftanding  this,  he 
gradually  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy,  which  at  laA  put  a  pe- 
riod to  his  days  ;  tho'  he  died  of  a  fquJnancy  on  Sunday  the 
fifth  of  the  latter  Rabi,  according  to  Abu'l-Faraj,  after  he  had 
been  ill  only  three  days.  Some  authors  pretend,  that  he  was 
carried  off  by  polfon ;  and  others,  by  an  ulcer  in  his  head, 
caufed  by  diopping  fome  oil  into  one  of  .his  ears.  He  expired 
on  the  25th  day  of  the  former  Rabl,  if  we  wi!l  believe  Abu 
"Jaafar  AlTabari.  Another  writer  alTures  us,  that  he  died  of 
•  fever  ;  of  which  when  his  phylician  faid  be  could  eafily  cure 
])im,  he  replied,  /  grtetly  ftar  this  will  bi  the  loft  fuknefs  I 
ftvU  ever  have,  eis  i  fa^  a  ferfon  in  a  dream  laji  night,  wh» 
declared  to  me  that  J  Jboutddiesn  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  my  age. 
This  perlon,  at  he  found  afterwards,  was  nis  father,  whofff 
noAumal  apparition  to  him  in  a  dream  has  been  already  taken 
notice  of.  The  death  of  this  Khaiif  happened  at  Sarraman- 
raiof  where,  from  the  fixth  day  of  hb  Ihort  reign,  he  chote 
to  refide ''. 

MiRKHOND  writes,  that  this  Khaiif  was  extremely  liberal  Anmark' 
to  his  friends ;  of  which  he  gives  us  the  following  fingular  in-  abUfttrj 
fiance.   One  of  his  officers  being  returned  from  Egypit  where  y  -6i«. 

•.D'Herbkl.  Biblioth.  orient.  uU  fup.  A>u  Jaafak  Ai'T*- 
VAR.  AlMasih,  ubifup.  p.  1^4.  Greg.  Abu'l-Farai,  ubifup, 
p.  J67.  EuTvcH.ubifup.  p.456,457.  i>  Abu  Jaafak  Al 

Tab«k.  AlMakih,  ubifup.p.  154,15$.  D'Herb.  Bibl.  orient, 
sb)  fup.  Gkec.  Abu'l-Pakaj,  ec  Eutvch.  ubi  fup.  Ahmed  Hbr 
MoHAHMED  Abd'a^'JAAFah  Al  Kazwini,  Khohdbwik. 
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he  had  acquitte4  hitnlcU  pcrfis^ljr  well  in  an  office  be  ^ms  im- 
truflcd  with,  and  entertaining  hiE  mailer  with  an  aooouot  of 
the  various  adventures  he  had  met  with  in  that  counoy, 
amongft  nther  things  told  him,  that  he  had  brought  with  biip 
from  thezice  a  wounded  heart,  bccaufe  he  could  not  pttrcbafe, 
for  want  of  money,  a  female  flave  of  exquiftte  bcautjr  and  a 
moft  charming  voice.  The  KbaUf  heard  him  without  nuk- 
ing any  reply ;  but  being  determined  to  gratify  hitn,  he  g^fc 
orders  privately  to  the  governor  of  Egypt  to  buy  that  flavc^ 
and  fend  her  to  Semarra  as  Toon  as  poflible.  Upon  her  ar- 
rival there,  (he  was  immediately  conducted  to  the  palaccj 
tvhither  the  A'jfw/f/"  invited  the  officer  a  few  days  after,  in  or- 
der to  rally  him  upon  his  amours.  He  no  fooner  appealed  ia 
his  mailer's  prcfence,  than  he  heard  the  voice  of  his  beloved 
flave  in  the  next  room ;  which  put  him  infiantly  out  of  coiai- 
tcnance.  The  Khalif  aflccd  him  the  reafon  of  his  confufioo, 
and  whether  he  knew  the  voice  he  heard  ?  Upon  which,  be 
frankly  owned,  that  he  taolt  it  to  be  the  voice  of  the  beauti- 
ful Have  he  had  formerly  mentioned  to  him.  AlMenteftr  tbcR 
demanded  of  him,  whether  he  ftill  preferved  his  affcdlton  for 
her  ?  To  which  he  anfwered,  that  "  as  he  could  not  enter- 
*'  tain  the  leafl  hopes  of  ever  polTelltng  her,  he  ought  to  lay 
**  afide  his  paffion  for  her,  efpecially  as  fbe  was  become  hit 
"  maftei's  property."  The  Kbaltf  then  very  generoufly  &d 
to  him,  "  I  can  adure  you  with  an  oath,  that  1  have  purcbaied 
*'  this  beautiful  flave  in  Egypt  for  no  other  perfon  than  your- 
•'  felf,  and  that  I  have  only  call  one  glance  at  her  fmce  her  ar- 
*'  rival  in  the  palace."  Which  words  were  no  fooner  out  of 
his  mouth,  than  he  commanded  her  to  be  put  into  the  officer's 
hands,  adorned  with  all  thofe  jewels  he  had  given  her,  in  order 
to  make  a  more  valuable  preient  to  him  *. 
^plco/ant  It  was  in  this  Khalif  i  reign,  that  an  Arab,  feated  on  a 
»cc»TTtntt  little  hill  ii)  the  neighbourhood  of  Mttea,  held  unlawful  aflcm- 
inhii  blies  at  his  houfe,  in  order  to  debauch  the  youth  of  both  fexw, 
mgn.  ,  whom  he  fufFered  to  mix  together  promifcuoufly  there,  in  di- 
rect oppofition  to  the  Mohammedan  laws.  This  man  wat 
brought  before  the  judge  of  Mecca,  who,  after  he  bad  re- 
proached him  with  his  unparalleled  impudence  in  daring  t» 
be  guilty  of  fuch  lewdncJs  fo  near  the  holy  place,  began  im- 
mediately to  draw  up  his  proccfs  j  not  doubting  in  Htx  leaft  of 
the  truth  of  a  fa£l  which  was  become  fo  notorious  to  all  the 
people  of  the  territory  of  Mecca.  But  as  none  of  his  accom- 
•  plices  would  appear  againft  him,  the  judge  found  himfetf 

greatly  embarrafled  for  want  of  evidence.  However,  he  at 
laft  hit  upon  an  expedient,  which  he  thought  would  iri&Ilibly 
convi£t  him  ;  and  that  was  to  try  whether  any  of  thofe  public 
beafls  nude  ufe  of  by  the  people  who  fet  oi|t  «veiy  day  from 
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one  particular  place  to  that  part  of  the  mountain  where  this 
^cb.  lived,  would  of  themrclves  find  the  way  to  his  boufe. 
The  experiment  was  made  on  fome  aflcs,  the  beafls  princi- 
cipaily  ufed  in  this  countiy,  that  went  dire£lly  of  theii  own 
accord  to  the  fpot  inhabited  by  the  jfrab,  tho'  thb  was  of  it- 
•felf  extremely  difBcult  to  be  difcovered.  The  judge  having 
now,  as  he  imagined,  full  proof  of  his  guilt,  lent  for  the  exe- 
cutioner to  chaftifc  him,  who  immediately  appeared  with  the 
whips,  or  fcourges,  in  his  hand.  The  Arab,  who  did  not 
-want  wit,  at  the  fight  of  him,  bethought  himfelf  of  a  plearutt 
iort  of  finefle,  in  order  to  avoid  the  chaflireoicnt  with  which 
be  was  threatened.  Turning  himfdf  then  to' the  judge,  he 
faid,  ffbtn  yeu  havt  Jlay'd  me  altvt  with  your  whips,  yeu  wiH 
have  punijhed  only  ant  guilty  per  fen ;  but,  by  fiuh  an  aitittty  jtu 
ViiU  reJUSl  an  eternal  tgnaminy  upon  the  ivhole  Arab  nation.  Ftf 
it  vAu  be,  ever  Jaid  efthem  hereafter,  that,  when  the  evidtnee  »f 
vun  uuld  nti  be  produced,  they  admitted  that  af  ajfei.  •  The 
company  were  fo  pleafed  with  the  humour  of  ihe  man,  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  every  one  prefent  riiat  he  ought  to  be 
pardoned}  fo  that  he  was  infiandy  difmtlTed,  without  having 
any  puniflunent  at  all  inflicted  upon  htm  *. 

With  regard  to  his  perfon,  Al  Mantafer  was  of  a  middle  Difa-ip- 
ftatuie,  and  bad  very  large  black  eyes.  He  had  alfo  an  z<\u\~ lionef  bi/^ 
line  nofc,  ■  majeftic  mien,  a  large  beard,  was  extremely  fat,  f^fen, 
and  of  a  fair  complexion.  As  to  his  difpofition,  he  is  re-"*^'**- 
ported  to  have  been  naturally  brave,  prudent,  and  juft,  but  raSer, 
too  great  a  lover  of  money.  Some  of  the  Jrab  writers 
obferve,  that  he  had  a  tafte  for  poetry,  and  made  tolerable 
'  good  verfes,  a  fpecimen  of  which  has  been  preferved  by  Abu 
Jaafiir  Al  Taiari.  He  reigned  only  fix  months,,  and  had 
icarce  completed  the  2sth  year  of  his  age,  tho'  Eutychias  fup- 
poles  him  to  have  been  three  years  older,  at  the  time  of  hi* 
death.  Not  only  the  lower  fort  of  people,  but  even  the 
grandees  themfelves,  gave  out  publicly,  from  his  Rrft  advance- 
mem  to  the  MnJUm  throne,  that  he  would  not  reign  longer 
than  fix  months,  the  dme  that  ^&>t!yr£,  the  fon  of  Khefri 
Ptirviz,  furvived  his  fadier ;  which  renders  it  probable  that 
he  was  poifoned,  as  we  And  alTerted  by  fome  of  the  jfrab  hi- 
ftoriana.  He  favoured  the  houfe  of  Jli,  and  permitted  the 
Sbiitei  to  vifit  Jl  Hofeim's  tomb.  His  Fijtr  was  /fhmed  Eba 
Al  Khasib,  the  captain  of  his  guards  Mehammed  Ebti  Abifallr.h 
EbnThdber,  hU  jaAge  Jaafar  Jl  Abba^,  and  his  firfl;  cham- 
berlain Abu  Na/er,  the  Turi.  The  firft  day  of  his  reign  was 
either  Wedaef^  or  Tiner/day,  and  the  laft  Saturday.  Thein- 
fcription  of  his  Teal  was,  the  perftn  who  endeaveurt  to  avaii 
fior  necejfarily  takei  it  tt  him.  He  died,  and  was  interred,  at 
'  D'HlKiBL,  £ibU«;b,  orient,  nbi  fiip.  p.  632, 633.      O 
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Sarra  Manray^  and  had  a  more  beautiful  fepulchre,  ereded 
for  him  by  his  mother,  than  even  the  moft  famed  and  etnineix 
of  his  prcdecefTors  ', 

SECT.    XXXIII. 

Utisfue-  npHEdayafterv^/J/aato/CT-'s  death,  the  two  S<jo'f,  father 

"L\\J'^r  ""^  '°"*  Atamtjh,  and  the  other  principal  Turkifii  (A- 

Al  Mof-   ^CT%,  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  M  AdMavtal- 

"  "*■•        iei,  aflembled  in  that  pan  of  the  metropolis  denominated  £ 

fiarunid,  artd,  after  coming  to  a  refolution  never  to  veft  with 

the  imperial  dignity  any  of  that  prince's  fons,  left  they  IbouM 

be  called  to  an  account  for  their  former  villainy,  unanimouOf 

elevated  to  <\\e  Kbatifat  Abrrud  Ahu'l  Abbas  Ebn  M«bammtdEi» 

Al  Mo'ta/em,  who  was  fumamed  Al  Moftdin^  or  Al  Mofljk 

Si'llah.     This  ftep  was  taken  apparently  to  the  prejudice  of  Jl 

jHo'tazz,  fecond  Ton  to  the  Khal!/  At  Mslawaii/l,  to  wfaoo 

the  right  of  fucceffion  moll  evidently  appertained.     But  the 

^urk'ijb  faiSion  having  acquired  a  great  degree  of  power,  by 

■    the  credit  which  Begd  Al  KaMr,  Baga  AlSaghir,  Wafif,  Bag- 

her,  or  Bagery  and  their  other  chieft,  had  obtained  in  »11  the 

provinces,  they  carried  all   before  them }  infomucfa  that  M 

it/o'/azz's  party  was  intirely  borne  down,   and  Al  Meji^l*, 

whofe  mother  Mabdrlf^  or,  at  others  call  her,  Makbartk,  bad 

ferved  his  father  in  the  capacity  of  concubine,  foon  found  bim* 

felf  in  peaceable  poflcffion  of  the  empire,  and  was  univcHally 

acknowlegcd  the  fole,  true,  and  lawful  Kbalip. 

4it  Inifie-     The  cleaion  of  the  new  Khalif  happened  on  Mndaj  d« 

tual  at-     6th  day  of  the  latter  Rab't,  in  the  year  of  the  fJejra  24* ;  be 

''"v'i       being  then,  according  to  Mu  Jaafar  AlTahariy  about  38 

A^M  ^     y*"^"  ^^  "S^*  ^'"'  receiving  at  the  fame  time  from  the  elcfliOT 

UzlT '    **"'  '"'■name  of  Al  Mejla'in  Bi'llah.     As  foon  as  the  eleaion 

f^^a'ji       ^**  °^"*  ^^  appointed  Atdmejh  his  Viftr^  or  ffazir, and  /fbnud 

•f         '      Ebn  Al  Khastb  his  fecretary  of  ftate.     The  day  following,  he 

fhewed  himfelf  to  the  people,  in  his  imperial  robes,  who  were 

ranged  in  two  lines  to  receive  him.    But  the  Khalif  nofooner 

appeared,  than  there  fuddenly  llarted  up  a  body  of  50  hoife  and 

ioocfoot,with  their  fcymitars  drawn  in  their  bands,  crying*'''' 

with  all  their  might,  Long  live  Al  Mo'tazz !  upon  which  a 

very  fmart  confii<a  enfued.     But  Al  Me'taza^s  friends  being 

at  laft  defeated,  and  for  the  moft  part  cut  to  pieces,  AlMefio'i» 

was  fixed  upon  the  Mojlem  throne.     That  prince  no  fooner 

found  himfelf  without  a  competitor,  than  he  fent  to  prilbn  M 

'  AbuJaafarAlTabar.  ALMAKrN,iibifup.p.i3;,  Gi»c. 

Abu'l-Fara),  Eutych.  etABULFED.ubifup.  D'Hers.  cbi  fap. 

f  Kmondemir,  Abu  Jaapar  Al  Taiar.    Ai  Makim,  dN 

(up.  p.  155.  I  j6,    GhEc.  A-bu'l-Faraj,  ubifop.  p.  a68.    Etr- 

T^O-  "'''  "^"P'  P-  45^— 4S9- 


C  2."  ^e  HiJIory  of  the  Arabs.'  .    457 

MoUaxz  wA  jfl  Mewaiad,  ihe  Khaltf  jII  MetmvaiiePs  fona, 
About  this  time,  TaUb  Ebn  Al  Leit,  or  AlLii,  moved  out  of 
SejeftaH  towards  HtrAt,  with  a  confidcrable  body  of  troops  j 
and  the  people  of  Htm  3rovc  the  Kkaiifs  governor  out  of  the 
town.  The  prefent  year  lilccwife,  according  to  Abuifeda^  Begd 
M  Kahir^  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Al  Oh  At  Hamadam,  departed 
this  life.  We  mufl  not  forget  to  obfcrve,  that  the  citizens 
fiX  MtTida,  the  antient  £mtr;fo,  rebelled  alfo  this  year  againft 
Jlfehammed,  the  KhaUfoi  Spain  ;  who  marched  againft  them 
with  a  powerful  army,  obliged  them  to  furrender  at  difcretion, 
deflroyed  their  bridge,  dlfmantled  their  city,  forced  them  to 
fend  a  number  of  hoftagcs  to  Csrduba,  and,  in  ortjer  the  more 
ciK^ually  to  'keep  them  in  their  duty,  left  amongft  them  a 
detachment  of  his  troops  g. 

The  following  year,  being  the  24.9th  of  the/^ir/Va,  com- W/Tnr* 
mencing  February  24th,  863,  the  Greeks  overthrew  the  Arabs  kifh 
9tMarj  Al  AJkaf,  and  put  O/nar  Ebn  AbSallah  AlAktab,  their  '""ipi  *• 
general,  together  with  a  great  number  of  his  men,  to  the  fword;  *^'  Kha- 
which  enabled  them  to  make  incurfions  into  xheMeflem  terri-  lif'^^i^- 
tories,  aff  far  as  the  borders  oi Mtfipotamia.  ThcTurkijh  troops  ""!"  """ 
alfo  in  thcJfWf/'s  fervice  mutinied,  and  cut  to  pKccs  Atd/rujb,^'^' 
jfl  Mojia'in's  f^Jir,  sjidSeja'EbnAlHdtem,  another  perfon  of  di- 
ftinflion  belonging  to  the  court.     They  alfo  plundered  Atd~ 
fTie^'i  houfe,  and  carried  off  with  them  from  thence  an  immenfe 
treafure.     To  thefc  outrages,they  were  excited  by  ff^aiifini 
£aga,  their  leaders,  who  were  diflatisfied  with  Atdmefi's  con- 
du£t  j  he  having,  at  Icaft  as  they  pretended,  fet  the/T^i/f/'againll ' 
them,  and  excluded  them  from  afbare  in  the  adminiftration. 
Thefe  enormities  occafloncd  a  commotion  at  Baghdad,  where 
the  populace  alTembled  in  great  numbers,  burnt  one  of  the 
bridges  over  the  Tigris,  anddcmolifhed  the  other,  opened  all 
the  prifons  in  that  city,  pillaged  the  houfes  of  the  wealthieft 
inhabitants,  and  diftributed  the  money  that  fell  into  their 
.   hands  on  this  occaTion  amongft  the  forces  pofted,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiei^,  at  a  conliderable  dillnnce  from  the 
town.     The  troops  likewife  In  garifon  at  Baghdad,  inraged  at         ' 
the  Turkifi}  infolenccj  about  the  fame  time  committed  great 
diforders  K 

In  the  250th  jrar  of  the  Hfjra,  beginning /Ifiruurj'  13th,  Arehtl- 
864,  Yahya  Ehn  Omar  Ehn  Yahja^  of  the  houfe  vA  Ali,  af-  A'«. 
fcmblcd  a  body  of  troops  at  Cufa^  and  declared  his  inter.tion  brtait 
to  dethrone  Al  Mtji<tin,    Upon  advice  of  this  revolt,  the  <^  *" 
KhallfivMMohammedEhnAbiaikhEhnThSherEbnMH^jtln^^^ 

t  Khondbmii,  Abu  Ja*fa«  Ai.  Taiar.    Al  Makin,  et 
Gkec.  AEu'L-FAKAj,nbifup.  RodericTolitan.  ubifup. 

•■  KHOMDiMia,  Abu  JaaFar  At  Tabar.    Al  Makin,  uhi 
fop.  Grec.  Abv'l>Faraj,  ubifup.  p.  968.  Abulfed.  uUf<p. 
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with  an  'army  againft  Tahya ;  who,  coming  up-with  hint  not 
-fax  from  Cufot  attacked  him  with  fuch  braveiy,  tbat  he  put 
his  forces  to  flight.  Tahya  himfdf  wat  killed  in  the  a^ion, 
^d  his  head  fcnt  by  Mohammed  to  AlMafla^in,  wrho  caufcd  ii 
to  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  people  in  one  of  the  auA 
public  places  of  Sarra  Manray.  This  dcfint,  and  the  death  d 
Tahya,  extinguifhed  the  rebellion  that  had  broke  out  in  the^ic- 
bianlrai.  The  troubles,  however,  Aill  condnued  at  BagbJ£i\ 
Jxtthtr  Some  of  the  authors  followed  by  M,  D'HerhtUt  rdate, 
riheUUn  xbit  Qoe,  Hafan  Ebn  Ttzid,  aoQther  chief  of  the  houfc  of  ^, 
in  Tab-  rebelled  againfl  the  £^i&i>j^,  and  fcized  upon  the  provtaoe  of 
rcflan.  Tabrejidn,  the  fame  year.  This  ufurper,  according  to  thofc 
writers,  lemained  mafter  of  that  province  nineteen  wboJc 
years,  and  left  it  to  his  brother  Mohammed  Ka/eiit,  or  Kafioi, 
who  fucceedeil  him,  and  kept  pofleffion  of  it  eighteen  yean, 
without  any  moleftation  from  the  Khalifs,  This  ufurpn"  a 
called  Al  riafaji  Ehn  Zeid  Ehn  Mohammed  Ebn  Ifmady  b; 
,Abulfeda  ana  Abu  Ja^ar  Al  Tabari  \  the  former  of  whicti 
writers  places  his  defe^on  in  the  250th,  and  the  latter  in  Be 
251ft,  year  of  the  M^Um  lera.  About  this  rime,  the  people 
of  Himt  cut  Al  FaM  Ebn  Karaa^  the  Kbalif's  governor  of  tha 
city,  to  pieces ;  but  they  were  defeated  by  Mufa  Ehn  B^afi 
Kabir^  his  fuccellbr,  who  put  a  vaft  number  of  them  u  ibe 
iword,  and  laid  their  city  in  aflies.  The  preceding  year,  i&d 
Alt  Ebn  Al  Jahmt  a  poet  of  conCderable  note  ;  .as  did  aldb 
about  this  time,  Ai  Khali,  another  of  equal  merit.  The  M^- 
iems  reduced  the  city  of  Neetum,  the  Nat»  of  the  modens, 
called  by  the  Arabs  Natis,  m  Sicily  the  prefent  year  ''. 
Al  Mof-  In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  251,  the  firft  day  of  which  mi 
ta'iD  Jliti  coincident  with  February  2d,  865,  the  TUrii,  who  had  made 
/(  Bagh-  themfelves  maftcrs  of  all  the  forces  of  the  empire,  and  ti^ 
dad.  that  means  intircly  influenced  the  Khalifi  ccuiDctls,  were  di- 
vided into  two  powerful  factions.  Bagher,  or  BagiTf  one  of 
their  leaders,  having  had  fome  difpute  with  WaAf^  another  «f 
them,  applied  to  the  Kbalif  for  juRice ;  who  was  (b  far  fion 
complying  with  his  requcft,  that  he  openly  favoured  his  aiua- 
gonift.  This  fo  exafperated  Bagher,  that  he  a&mbied  his 
friends,  with  a  refolution  to  aflaiSnate  ffaiif,  and  depofe  di 
Mtfidin^  in  order  to  elevate  in  bis  place  another  Kbalif  thtt 
fhould  be  more  favourable  to  him. ,  But  this  coni^wzcy  being 
difcovered,  the  Jfifl/i/"caufcd  Bagher  to  be  airbed  in  cbeiiB- 
perial  palace ;  of  which  the  TurJt  being  apprized,  they  la- 
med lately  took  up  arms*  under  the  (vetcxtc^  delivering  tbeir 
'  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabar.  Al  h^AEiH,  ubi  fap.  D'Hautu 
Biblioth.  orient,  p.  631.   Greg.  Asu'L-FARAj.Dbifgp. 

"  D'Herbbl.  ubi  fup,  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Chron.  Sic  Anb, 
Cantabrigienf.  apud  Joan.  Baptist.  C*Rtis-<ibifvp.j),  6.  Pan. 
Clvvbr.  Sicil.  anti^.  lib.  h.  p.  357.  gn» 


C. «;  fhe  B0ofy  ^  ihe  AratB.  4^ 

^gsner^  out  of  hia  enemies  bands.  This  obliged  At  M^tTiu 
to  hold  an  extraordinatjr  council,  at  which  aiEflcd^^jl^and 
Soga,  two  of  the  Other  Turiijh  commanders ;  who,  being  in- 
tercAed  in  Bagbtr'a  deftrui^lion,  advifed  the  Khalifto  put  him 
to  death.  This  advice  was  readily  liftened  to,  M  Mofta'tm 
thinking  by  that  axecutjon  to  appeafe  the  feditious  fpirit  of  the 
.  7wr.(^iroldiery.  But  it  produced  a  quite  contrary  effeS.  For 
the  Turki,  being  rendered  more  furious  by  the  death  of  their 
chief,  pillaged  the  city  ofSarra  Masray,  and  threatened  to  f«t 
fretothe^kcetif/f^Ji/andiStf^tf.who  had  been  the  authors 
of  their  general's  death,  werejiot  immediately  delivered  into 
their  hands.  Thofe  officers  feeing  themfelves  reduced  to  fuch 
An  extremity,  could  find  no  other  expedient  at  that  critical 
jundurc,  to  Avoid  the  fury  of  their  own  troops,  than  to  carr^ 
off  their  isafter  with  tbeic  to  Baghdad;  which  they  accord- 
ingly did.  The  mutineers  being  informed  of  what  had  hap-  . 
pened,  repented  of  the  violence  tbey  had  committed,  and  Tent  ' 
deputies  after  jII  Mtfta'in.  to  intreat  him  to  return  to  his  capi- 
tal. But  Mahammid  Ebn  Md'allah  Ebn  Thaber,  the  com- 
mindant  of  Baghdad,  beiilg  extremely  pleafed  that  he  had  got 
the  Kbaltf  ia  his  hands,  and  hating  the  Turis,  as  did  alfo  bath 
the  garilbn  and  people  of  Boghdad,  received  them  very  il),  and 
ol>liged  them  to  return  to  Sarra  Maaraj  without  having  feca 
the  Khalif.  This  fo  irritated  the  Turis,  that  they  had  again 
recourfe  to  arms,  by  their,  own  proper  authority  depofed  Al 
Mi^a'ln^  and  plac«l  Al  Me'tazx,  Al  Mantafer'a  brother, 
whiom  they  took  out  of  prifon  for  that  purpofe,  upon  the 
iABfltm  throne.  Some  of  the  Arab  authors  call  Bagher  TaaZy 
and  inform  us,  that  he  was  maflkcred  by  fVaiif,  Bagd,  and 
other  perfons  of  djftinSion,  becaufe  he  had  pcSeffed  hlmfelf 
ofthe  imperial  palace  with  a dcftgn  toaflaf&nateboth  them  and 
AlMoftt^in.  This  year  the'Cirj?i«w  worfted  theyP/ff/tmi  in 
an  aiftion  by  lea,  oft  of  Syracufe,  and  toolc  four  of  their  fhips. 
It  was  with -great  difficulty  that  the  Khalif  Al  Mafia'in  made 
his  cTcape  in  a  fmall  vefTel  from  Sarra  Manray^  Tealed  on  the 
caflern  bank  of  the  Tigris,  to  Baghdad  '. 

The  Khalif  Al  Mo'tasa.,  after  he  had  fettled  himfelf  upon  Al  Mof- 
the  Mefltm  throne,  fent  his  brother  Ahmtd  Mbn  Mottmuakhl  ta'inV 
with  an  army tolay  (lege toSn^^i/iii^.  AbmidhegAnhii m«K\\ abdita- 
from  Samarra,  or  Sarra  Maaray,  on  the  23d  of  the  month  *''«»,  and 
Jl  MAttrram,  and,  upon  his  arrival  at  Baghdad^  befi^ed  the  dtaib^ 
place  in  form.   His  army,  according  to  Abufaafar  MTabari, 
was  not  extremely  numerous,  the  principal  part  of  it  confif^. 
ing  of  no  more  than  5000  Turkip  and  Faraonian,  or  Bgyp- 
'  Khohdbhir,  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabae     Ai,  Makin,  nbi 
ftp.  p.  156,  ij?.    Grbo.  Abu^-Faka;.  obi  Tup.  EvTTCH.ubi 

fup.  p.  ^8 461.  Chronk.  Sicul.  Arab.  Caniabrigienf,  et  C*- 
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ttan  horfe,  and  2000  MagrebiatUf  or  weffem  j^ah ;  thot^fc> 
if  we  will  believe  jibu'lfedtiy  it  amounted  to  50,000  ntca. 
M  Miiftctln  for  fome  time  defended   bimfelf   with   gicat 
bravery,  made  fevcral  fuccefsful  tallies  on  the  befi^ers,  aad 
deftroyed  aconliderablenumberoftheirmen.  Nay,bewouU, 
in  all  ptobabtlity,  have  forced  Ahmtd  to  abandon  the  fiegc, 
had  he  not  been  betrayed  by  thofe  in  wbom  he  was  obl^cd 
the  mod  to  confide.     For,  Matmmmtd  Ehn  Ab^atlab  Eit 
Th^ber,  the  commandant  of  Baghdad,  in  ordci  to  provide  fcr 
bis  own  fecurity,  though  t  fit  to  propdfe  an  accommodation  ts 
Ahmed;   which  was  at  laft  concluded  npon  the  foUowing 
terms,  vi%.  that  Mohammed  Ebn  Jbialiab  Ehn  Tbaber  AmnM 
remain  in  peaceable  pofieffion  of  his  government ;  and  that 
Al  Mcjta'in,  on  condition  his  life  was  granted  bim,  IboukI  ab> 
dicate  the  Khalifat,    Some  of  the  Arab  biftorians  rdate,  that 
idtAamrmd  Ebn  Abiallah  Ebn  Thdher  being  apprized,  that  M 
Aft/ia'in  had  engaged  Boga  and  ffasSf  to  affii&iate  him,  cxrac 
<o  an  immediate  refolution  to  defert  the  party  of  that  priace 
Be  that,  howevci,  as  it  will,  as  foon  as  At  M^taxx  had  figncd 
.and  ratified  the  aforefaid  treaty,   Al  Mtfia'in  forataJly  re- 
nounced all  pretenfions  to  the  Khalifat,  and  contented  him- 
felf  with  living  a  private  lifejn  the  magnificent  palace  of 
Hsjan  Ebn  Sohal  at  Baghdad,  which  was  affigned  bira  fat 
his  rcfidence.     This  happened  in  the  year  of  the  Htjri  ajj. 
He  was  afterwards  removed   to  Al  Hajan  Ebn  H'^abti't  pa- 
lace at  Bafra,  and  there  Uraitly  confined.     From  thence  he 
■was  fcnt  to  Wafet,  and  committed  to  the  ctdtody  of  AhmJ 
MbtiTolun;  who,  as  fome  will  have  it,  murdered  htm  by  the 
Khalifs  command,  in  the  month  of  Shawal,  the  fame  year. 
Others  affirm,  that  Sa'id,  Al  M^tazx't  principal  chamber- 
lain, difpatched  him  at  Kadeiia,  cut  off  bis  head,  and  hmne- 
diaCel)'  fent  it  as  an  agreeable  prefent  to  his  mafler.     And, 
laftJy,  others  believe  that  he  was  cut  off  by  Sa'id,  Al  Mi- 
ta^%  Vyir,  foon  after  his  abdication,  in  the  imperial  dty  of 
Serra Adanray.  Thofewho  make  Abmtd  Ebn  ToUn  his  execu- 
tioner relate,  that  his  head  was  tianfmitted  to  the  KhaBf  » 
SarroManray;  and  that  when  the  meflenger  appeared  with  it  in 
that  prince's  prefence,  he  was  playing  at  chefs,  and  would  not 
vouchfafe  to  look  at  it  till  he  had  finifhed  his  gamei  after 
which,  he  for  fome  time  beheld  it  with  great  p&afure,  and 
then  ordered  it  to  be  buried.    Al  Mtfia'in  reigned  three  years, 
nine  months,  and  3  few  days,  if  we  will  believe  the  Arai  hi- 
ftorians ;  tho'  his  reign  has  jikewite  been  extended  by  £tM> 
i/«m(r  to  the  length  of  almoft  four  complete  years.     Wilhrfr 
gard  to  hit  perfon,  Al  Ma^a'in  was  fat,  of  a  comely  afped, 
and  had  a  black  beard.     As  to  his  dtfpolition,  he  was  mild, 
■indolent,  extKmely  fearful,   and  intirely  govcmed  by  tbi 

people 
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people  ftbwit  him.  His  firft  Vljir  was  Aiamtjhy  and  his  fe- 
^'^217  of  ttate/ibmtdEbnJlKbeiib.  His  favourites  ^^it^and 
S*g£r  who  «t  lafi  defertcd  him,  had  an  -uncommon  afcendant 
onrer  4uxn.  '  His  general  Mabamnud  Eha  Ab^aUah  Ehn  Tbd- 
Str  abandonod  bis  intercfta  in  the  manner  ahcady  related.  His 
judges  Abmtd  Ebn  Abi^l Shawarib  AlAirurwi  and  Mohammtd 
£hH  Wattr  Al  Pyiftti  made  no  very  confiderablc  figure.  In 
tiie  lift  year  of  his  reign,  one  Sanitius  is  faid  to  have  been 
advMKca  to  the  patriarchate  of  yf/rxum^ia,  and  to  have  pr«- 
fided  oTcr  the  church  there  eleven  years.  In  the  firft  year  of 
his  Khahfaty  TbeaJerui,  called  by  the  Arabs  Al  Maklki^  was 
al^  conuitutcd  patriarch  of  Jirufaltm,  and  fat  in  that  fe* 
nineteen  years.  We  muft  not  forget  to  ob&rve,  that  Al 
Mtflt^in's  abdication  was  attefled  by  his  own  judges,  and  all 
the  principal  citizens  of  Baghdad'^. 

The  lame  year,  that  is,  the  252d  of  the  i/^^W,  Al  Ha/an  AnM' 
Sin  Zeid  Eba  Mehammed Ebn  Ijmatl^  of  the  poftcrity  of  Alt  tianinVwK 
Ehn  Abu  Taltby  rebelled  againft  the  Khalif  in  Tabre/tofi,  and  bieftia. 
madehimldr  mafter  of  that  province.     Seycral  fmartadions 
happened  bet  weenhim  zttdSalimanEbn  Abifallah,  MobarmiudEbH 
jfMallaby  7VJa6«-'i  lieutenant  there.  But  at  lafl  Soliman  intirel/ 
defeated  him,  put  a  vaft  number  of  his  followers  to  the  fword, 
..and  obliged  him  to  By  with  great  precipitation  intoDeylam  ». 

Not  long  after,  another  pretender,  an  Arab  of  Al  Thala-  ^nsihir  ilk 
llya,  named  Al  Ha/an  Ebn  Ahaud  Ebn  Ifinael  Ebnlbrahim^  one  l^ytam 
at  AIP9  defcendants,  fet  up  for  himfelf  in  Diylamy  routed  the  «»^Ara- 
forces  fent  againft  him,  and  poflefled  himfelf  (A  their  camp.  '"■• 
Not  content  with  this,  he  penetrated  to  Medina,  drove  the 
governor  out  of  the  town,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  open 
their  gates  to  him.     From  Mtdina  he  marched  at  the  head  of 
his  troops  to  Mecca,  and  befieged  that  city  two  months ;  but 
findinv  himfelf  not  able  to  carry  the  place,  he  retired  to  Jedday 
Alt  oil  all  communication  between  the  Miuam  and  thai  port, 
and  fo  infcfted  the  roads  that  it  was  not  fafe  to  perform  the 
pilgrimage  to  Meua.   However,  he  foon  returned  thither, 
■nalTacrcd  great  numbers  of  the  citizens  who  were  ailembled 
on  mount  Arafat^  on  the  ninth  of  Dhu'lhajja,  in  order  to  per- 
form their  devotions  there,  and  forced  many  others,  after  he 
had  plundered  them,  to  abandon  the  place  before  they  had 
gone  through  the  prefcribed  ceremonies.     But  death  foon  put 
an  end  to  all  his  towering  projefb,  and  difpcrfed  his  nume- 
rous followers  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  the  fainteft  traces  of 
this  rebellion  ever  afterwards  appeared  °,  SECT. 

"  Ab«  Jaafar  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makih,  ubi  Tap.  p.  157, 
158,  159.  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  etEuTYcH,  ublfup.  Kbonbb- 
HiR,  D'HuBBL.  ubi  fop.  p.  631,632.  "  Abu  Jaafar 
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AIMo'-    T  JF*ONtheahdicationof^/A/2/?«V»,  MiAammtd  Abu  J^ 

c/'ICbalif.acknovIedged  emperor  of  the  Moffems,  on  the  fourth  ofJt 
Moharram,  m  the  year  of  the  Hejra  252;  botH  tbc  7«ri( 
-  and  the  Arabs^  without  the  lead  fcru pic,  recognizing  bis  au- 
thority.   His  mother's  name  was  Fatiha.    When  he  was  fixed 
upon  the  throne,  without  any  datiger  of  a  competitor,  be 
called  his  brother  A  Mhtvaiad' again  to  the  fiicceffion';  tho* 
he  foon  after,  upon  a  bare  fufpicion  only,  deprived   him  of 
h'ls  right,  and  Tent  him  to  prifon.     'Tis  true,  jf/  AfauMiti 
had  a  flrong  party  in  the  empire,  that  would  undoubtedlj 
have  declared  for  him,  had  he  intended  to  undertake  any 
thing  againft  the  Khalif.     But  as  to  the  reft,  he  was  guilty  itf 
no  crime;  which  was  the  cafe  of  jfl  Mavjaffek^  another  of 
bis  brothers,  who  foon  after  fell  under  the  fame  difgrace  P. 
A  ariirt      The  news  of  Al  MowaiaiPi  confinement  no  (boner  tranf- 
Aii  Jfo/A>rpircd,  than  the  whole  body  of  the  Turkijh  troops  began  to  be 
tthefri-   ii)  motion,  and  gave  out  publkkly  that  they  would  rdeafe 
vattly       him.     This  fo  excited  ^/^oVuzz'sjealoufy,  that  he  ordered 
murdtrii  (jj^  (q  (^^  privately  murdered  in  prifon ;  which  was  done  in 
imfrijea.  fm-j,  3  manner,  that  no  marks  of  violence  could  be  dilcovctcd 
upon  him.     So  that  when  the  body  was  expofed  to  the  view 
of  the  judges,  doflors  of  the  law,  noblefle,  and  7urtifi  ot- 
ficcrs,   they  readily  agreed' that  this  prince  died  a  natunl 
death  q.' 
Tic  Hfoi       '^H£  Khali/,  upon  his  acceflion,  coafirmed  MehammedEb» 
Kbalif      Abd'alkh  Ehn  Thaher  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  territories  if^ 
cartjfts     figned  him,  and  the  government  of  Baghdad,  in  conformity 
/A* Turks  to  the  promife  he  had  made  him  before  his  elevation  to  the 
»ut  ef        Khalifat.     He  likewife  came  to  a  refolution  to  cut  off  the 
fi^T'         chiefs  of  the  Turii/h  foldiery,  whofe  exorbitant  power  had 
proved  fo  fatal  to  his  three  immediate  predeceflbrs.     But  he 
was  dilTuaded  from  carrying  that  defign  into  execution  by  Aff 
hammed  Ebn  Abiallah  Ebn  Thaber,  who  reprefented  to  him 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  it  in  Jo  Arong  a  tight,  that, 
inflead  of  punifhtng  ffaslf,  Bagher,  and  the  other  "TitrH^ 
commanders,  as  he  had  intended,  he  heaped  new  favoiits  up- 
on them,  and  gave  them  feveral  additional  employments,  that 
freatly  augmented  the  power  they  had  already  acquired.     He 
kewife  deprived  Texld  Ebn  A&d'allah  of  the  government  of 
Egjpi,  which  poft  he  had  enjoyed  about  eleven  years,  and  lent 
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JlifiaaLahemEhK  Khdiattto-pieftdcjOveT  flat  v>untiy  in  his  room. 
About  thii  time,  according  to  Abulfeda^  died  'Mohemmtd  Ebn 
Sajhar,  and  Mehammtd  Ebn  M  Metjhan,  oi  Bafra,  two  oi  Al 
JiaJkfoari's  dolors,  awAAl Mojit^'m  was  whipt to  death  by  Sa'ld 
Hhn  Sabel.  We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  the  Mejkmt 
retook  Neetumy  or  Ntto,  in  Stcifyt  after  it  had  fallen  again  to 
the  Cbri/Hans,  the  prcfcntyear  '. 

The  following  year,  being  the  253d  of  the  Hejra,  the  W«TitHc9 
Turkifii  troops  in  Sarra  Manray  mutinied  for  their  pay  ;  upon  '""''Vt 
which,  If^astft  their  general,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  fedition,  "f*' '"'  '* 
expofhilated  with  them  about  their  breach  of  duty  in  very  f'f'"        • 
{h<trp  terms.     But  this  waj  fo  far  from  producing  the  defired     "''f- 
efled,  that  it  proved  fatal  to  him.    Thofe  infolent  troops  firft         " 
gave  him  ill  language,  for  his  laudable  attempt  to  bring  thetn 
back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  by  words  only ;  and  then  fome  , 
of  the  moft  guilty  of  them,  ruming  upon  him  all  at  once,  cut 
him  hiibnti}^  to  pieces  *. 

Th  e  fame  year,  the  KhalifAI  Me'tazz  banilhed  his  bro-  AI  Mo'- 
ther  Jhmtd  Ehn  M  Metawakiel,  called   by  fomc  writers  Al  ta^z  t>a- 
Afevjaffei^  and  by  others  Abu  Ahmed,  to  fTifetj  or,  accord-  ?i*"  *" 
ing  to  Eutyihiuiy  to  Bafra,  becaufe  he  fcemed  to  take  to^   j 
heart  his  brother  Ai  Mowaiad'a  death.    He  afterwards,  how-  "*""■• 
ever,  permitted  him  to  refide  in  the  eaflern  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Baghdad.    The  famous  general  Mohammed  Ebn  Ab- 
ttaliah  Ebn  Tbihtr  departed  this  life  at  Baghdad,  the  14th  of 
Dbu'liaada;  and  the  following  night,  accordingto^^K  ?iii7- 
far  Al  Tabari,  there  happened  a  remarkable  lunar  eclipfe. 
The  Majltms  of  Sicily,  if  we  will  believe  the  Cambridge  Chro- 
nicntf  reduced  a  fecond  time  the  city  of  Ragufoy  the  prcfenC 
year  '. 

The  a54th  year  of  the  Hijra,  beginning  January  ifi,  868,  BogS 
had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  KhattfAt  Mo'iazx,.  Bega,  "btb 
the  TVri,  fumamed  the£/i^w,in  order  to  diftinguifh  him  from  "^'^ 
a  younger  officer  of  the  fame  name,  obfcrving  an  alteration  in  ™  ''^ 
the  £^///^s  condud  towards  him,  according  to  the  writers'''*'"^" 
followed  by  M,  D'HtrbeUt,  left  the  court  abruptly,  and  retired  ^f".y 
to  Maviftl.     But  he  was  no  fooncr  gone,  than  a  party  of  the 
Khalifa  guards  pillaged  his  houfe.     Upon  receiving  advice  of 
thb,  BagA  marched  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  he  had 
raifed  towards  Sarra  Manray,  under  the  pretext  of  chaffifmg 
the  leditious  Ibldiers  in  that  capital,  but  in  reality  with  a  refo- 

'  Ant.  Lo»  AlTawarikh.Khonuehir,  AbvJaafakAl 
Tabar.  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup.  A»olped.  ad  an.  Hej,  zjz.  Chro- 
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lution  to  be  revenged  on  the  Kbalif.    Tliat  pnnce>  wb«  iw 
cot  ignorant  of  the  Turk'i  ill  deGgns,  commanded  y^/  IfaOJ, 
the  Magrebiatt,  or  wcllern  jlrab  (fo  the  Jfrican  MoJUms  were 
called)  to  meet  him  with  a  powerfid  army,  and  give  him 
battle  wherever  he  douid  find  him.     The  Magrtbian  exe- 
cuted hrs  maftci's  orders  with  fuch  braveiy,  that,  after  a  fliarp 
engagement,  he  defeated  the  rebels*  and  toolc  Bagd  bimfelf 
prifoner.     The  news  of  this  fignal  viftory  no  fooner  reached 
Al  Mo'tazxy  than  he  dilpatched  an  expiefs  with  orders  to  M 
fValid  to  cut  off  his  prifoner's  head  ". 
Hoga-tbe        The   fame  year,  iccoid'ujg  lo  jibu  yaefir  jfi  Tatari  aad 
jauKgir      AbulftSa,  Al  M^taz.%  put  BagA  the  younger  alfo  to  death  at 
mlfafnt  U  Sarra  Manraf,  which  excited  great  murmunngs  amongfl  tb« 
diatb  bj    'X'urkip  troops,  and  paved  the  way  to  the  depofition  <if  that 
j^Kha-  prince.  Aho^t  this  time  d:izd  Abu' I H a/an  EbnMshammtdEt* 
*"•  AH  Ebn  AlHofiin,  one  of  v///'s  defcendants,  the  ninth  S^U 

Imam,  and  Maz^im  Ebn  Khakan,  after  he  had  been  two  yean 
governor  of  Egypt.  The  latter  of  thefe  was  fucceeded  in  his 
poft  by  his  ionAhTJud^  or  Mohammed,  as  he  was  by  ArjuzEin 
Olttgh  Ebn  Tarkan,  the  Turk,  and  //r/uz  by  Ahmed  Ebn  Tt- 
lun,  an  officer  of  Turkijh  extradtion,  then  about  thjrty-four 
years  of  age,  in  the  month  of  Ramadan.  This  jtbmed  wii 
born  at  Baghdad,  and,  by  the  influence  of  the  Turit  at  the 
MeJUm  court,  had  the  government  of  Egypt  conferred  uppo 
hiti),;  tho'  his  father  Tal&n  had  been  only  one  of  the  Kb^f 
JlMamiin's  Turkijh  flaves.  He  was  a  faft  friend  to  the  Ttaks 
on  all  emergent  occafions,  confidering  them  as  his  friends  and 
countrymen ;  thougli  he  is  faid  to  have  defpifed  the  barbarous 
cuftoms  and  genius  of  tha^  nation.  He  has  been  repiefenied 
as  a  perfon  of  uncommon  greatnefs  of  foul,  and  of  a  very  amir 
^le  charafler,  by  Ahu't-Farej  '. 
Al  Mo'-  The  next  year,  being  the  255th  of  the  Hijra,  the  Ttrkt 
tazzi//-  perceiving  every  day  that  the  Kha/if  was  refolved  to  get  rid  of 
ft/ed,MJ  them  as  foon  as  poffible^  they  were  determined  to  be  bcfore- 
fioTvii-  hand  with  him.  For  this  purpofc,  they  ele£^ed  Saleh,  the  fon 
of  JVaiif,  whom  they  had  formerly  alTaffinatcd,  their  genera).  ■ 
After  this  elet£tion,  they  marched  in  a  body  to  the  houfi;  of 
Ahmed  Ebn  Ifratl,  who  was  then  AlMo'tozx'i  f^fi'',  and  pil- 
laged it.  Not  content  with  this,  they  went  afterwards,  with 
their  new  general,  and  Mohammed  Ebn  Boga,  whole  father  had 
been  beheaded  by  the  Khalifas  order,  at  their  head,  diredly 
to  the  imperial  palace  ;  which  they  immediately  invefted,  and 
in  an  infolent  manner  demanded  their  pay.     The  KhaHf,  at 

"  Khondemir,  D'Herbel.. Bibl.  orient,  art.  Metax,^C^^. 

•  Abu  JaaFar  Al  Tabar.  Al  Masih,  ubi  fup.  p.  160. 
Grso.  Aeu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fop.  p.  369.  Abvlfed.  ad  an.  He). 
x;4.  EviiB.  RiNAUDor.  hift.  patriarch.  Alexandria.  Jacobiur. 
p.  jjo.  farif.  171].  tliat 
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that  time  net  being  in  i  condition  ctther-to  d&afj  4teir  ^ 
•Bafids,  or  to  refift  their  violence,  was  dragged  out  of  his  pa- 
kwe,  and  at  laft  conftrained  to  abdicate  the  Kbaitfat,  in  the 
fk«fence  of  Ebn  Ahi^l  ShtnvSrit,  and  other  proper  witnefleS} 
cither  on  die  td,  the  28th,  or  the  laft,  day  of  Ra;*6,  in  favoni 
f^Mebammtd  Abu  Ab£aUah  Ebn  Alff^athei^-wta  afterwards  aT-  - 
filmed  themmeoiAi  Mahtadi.  After  this  unexpected  re vo- 
ludon,  Ai  Jt^'taxz  was  fent  under  an  efcorte  to  Baghdad^ 
■mrhtTK  be  died  of  thirft,  according  to  Khandemir,  or  rathtr 
WM  ftarrcd  to  death  with  hunger,  if  wc  will  believe  the  Arat 
biflornina.  He  reigned  about  four  years  and  fcven  months,  if 
^we  compute  fn)in  his  public  inauguration  at  Sarra  Manrayi 
but  a  year  lefs,  if  we  make  his  Khaltfat  to  commence  imme- 
4iaAdy  after  the  abdication  of  Al  Majiitin.  His  funeral  fcrvice 
'vrsa  pciformed  by  his  fucceflbr  Al  Mut^adi.  His  prime  mini- 
flera,  or  Vifirt,  were  MthamtiudEbnJaafaT^  I  fa  Ebn  Farhanah^ 
Jhimd  Ebn  !frm^  or,  as  he  is  calted  by  Abujaafar  Ai  Ta- 
hmri^  Abu  Mohemmtd  Jaafar  Ebn  IfrSl  Al  jfibari ;  his  ge- 
nerals, Mabommtd  Ebn  AbtaUah  Ebn  ThShtr^  Selttnan  Ebtt 
AhtFallab  Ebn  Thabtr,  and  finally  Obti^alkh  Ebn  Abd'aliah' 
Ebn  Tb6b«r  \  his  diief  judge  Ahmtd  Ehn  Al  Hafan  Ebn  Abitl 
&}avnSrih ;  and  hb  chamberlains  fVastf,  Bega,  B^bac,  orBdi- 
A^,  and  SaUb  Ebn  ffasSf,  all  Turis ;  the  laft  of  which  had  the 
principal  hand  in  his  depofition,  as  well  as  his  deathj  that  foon 
after  followed.  As  to  his  perfon,  Ai  Me'tazz  had  an  elegant 
head  of  hair,  and  fo  handfome  a  face,  being  of  a  fiiir  com- 
picxjon,  that  he  has  been  reprcfented  as  the  moft  beautifid 
peribo  in  his  dominions.  Nor  was  he  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
ff  we  will  believe  Eutyehiusy  above  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
With  regard  to  bis  difpofition,  he  was  lb  attached  to  pleaTures 
of  various  lunds,  that  he  intirely  negle^d  the  government  of 
his  vaft  empire,  and  frequently  afied  beneath  the  dignit]f  of 
fait  fublime  ftation.  The  patriarch  Sanitiut,  or  Sanittus  ctm- 
Tcrled  fevo'al  unbelievers,  who  denied  the  reality  of  our  Sa- 
Tionr's  paffion,  in  this  prince's  reign;  which  gave  no  fmall 
pieafurc  to  the  pious  patriarch  of  Antiech,  according  to  fome  of 
the  Cbri/lian  writers.  The  fame  Sanitiut  lilcewife,  in  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  ^i&jm^/f^nT^/^r/,  was  at  the  expence  of  making  feveral 
fuhterraneous  aqueducts,  by  means  of  which  the  city  of  Alixan- 
4ria  was  plentifully  fupplied  with  excellent  water.  IFany  credit 
may  be  given  to  Eutychius,  the  Khallf  Al  Mn'iazz.  appointed 
BakbAi,  the  Turi,  to  prefide  over  Egypt ;  who'beftowed  bis 
dai^hter  in  marriage  upon  Ahmed  Ein  Taliny  and  cunftituted 
him  his  depu^  in  that  country.  And,  in  the  month  of  Ra- 
madan, according  to  the  fame  writer,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  1 
254,  Abmtd  ait£Ted  Egypt  ts  Bdibdi't  deputy  on\y ;  which  runs 
counter  to  what  has  been  related  by  Abu'l-Faraj  and  Alu 
MoD.HisT.VoL.il.                 Gg                   J4a/ar       • 


.  4^6  Tbe  nyiory  #/.  tht  Anbt.  B.  L 

Jaafar  Al  Tabari.     Ahulfeda  i^tea,  that  when  tbe  Tur^ 
militia  found  At  Ma'tazz  not  able  to  produce  tbe  money  de- 
manded of  him,  they  offered  to  accept  of  only  50,000  *£mAj  ; 
but  that  the  KhaUf  having  applied  to  his  mother  Kabibah,  m^ 
was  immenrely  rich,  in  vain  Tor  that  fmail  fum,  they  came  la 
.  t  refolution,  in  conjun^ion  with  the  FaraemiaitSy  or  £gyfti*K, 
.  and  the  Magrebiant,  or  weftern  Arabs,  to  depole  him.      After 
which,  continues  this  author,  they  dragged  him  to  his  cliaB- 
ber-Ooor,  beat  him,  expofed  him  without  the  palace  to  tlie 
burning  rays  of  the  fun,  where  for  fome  time  he  rcnuined  in 
exquifite  torture^  buffeted  hini  in  a  barbaroui  maoncr,  and 
Anally  obliged  him  to  abdicate  the  Khalifat,  in  the  preloiceof 
proper  witndies,  and  particularly  of  Ebn  Abu'l  Shan/erity  dtc 
Kadi  of  Baghdad.     Not  content  with  this  cruel  trcatmcat, 
they  permitted  none  of  his  fubjeds  to  bring  faim  any  nour^ 
ment  for  three  days  together,  hurried  him  into  a  fubtcrraneov 
vault,  out  of  which  inued  a  noxious  and  peftilentia]  vapoor, 
thjt  put  a  period  to  bis  days,  and  depoQted  his  remains  in  3 
tomb,  near  thofe  of  Al  Montaftr,  at  Sarra  Menray,  We  ttuA 
not  forget  to  remark,  that  Aid'allah  Ein  Abd'alrahmam  M 
Daraniy  the  author  of  the  Mejajftmian,  or  Cn-perealy  tradi- 
tion?, Abu  Omrin  Amru  Ebn  Babr  Al  Jabtib,  who  left  many 
learned  works  behind  him,  and  Mehammtd  Ebn  Ktram  JlSf 
je/ianiy  whofe  followers  not  only  admitted  a  rt/tmblama  be- 
tween God  and  created  beings,  but  declared  God  to  bcor- 
'  pereal,  and  from  thence  received  the  denomination  oSMt- 

jcjfemians,  or  Corparealijls,  died  the  prefent  year  ». 
Same  far-       Ebn  Shohnah  writes,  that  the  Atrdky  or  Turks^  tbe  Fs- 
thrrfarti-j-ainah,  Faraoniansy  or  Egyptiani,  and  the  Magartia,  Ai^n- 
alan  rt-  l,',ani,oiiKttiaaArabst2&  tbe /5fr;Vfl«A/e^!niu  were  called,  aflon- 
"!%*'    bled  in  a  body  before  the  imperial  palace,entered  it  by  ferce,aiid 
\-f'    jti-  dragg«l  -^Z  Ma'ta%x  by  his  feet  from  the  throne.  After  whicfc, 
'''•™*"the¥  beat  him  with  clubs,  and  expofed  his  bodyfttetcbodow 
p'tihah     "'  length  to  the  folar  rays,  then  extremely  hot,  in  order  10 
ar  Kabi-   fofc^  ^'"^  ''y  ^""■'^  barbarous  indignities  to  fign  the  refi^ittiaa 
hah,         they  had  caufcd  to  be  drawn  up  for  that  purpofe.     Tbe  &me 
author  relates,  that  this  Kbal'ifi  mother's  name  was  Kabtbtb^ 
•  and  not  Faiiha^  Fatthab,  or  Fatihat,  as  Erpemus  reads  it  in  tbe 
text  of  Jl  Alakin ;  which  imports  hamtlj,  or  ugfy,  and  was  giwn 
her  by  her  hufband  Al  Motmoaiiel,  by  way  of  joke,  (he  having 
been  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  women  of  the  n^.    This  lady 
amafiinl  vaft  treafurcs  during  her  hufband's  reign,  and  buried 
them  in  the  earth  after  that  prince's  death.     But  the  KiaSf 
Al  AMliidi,  after  his  accciUon,  obliged  ber  to  put  diem  ima 
*  Kmokoemik,    Abu  Jaafar  AlTabak.    Al  Maei*,  ri> 
Tup.  p.  i&o,  161.   Grbc.  Asu'i-Fa'raj,  ubifup.  Edttch.  obi 
lu^.  p.  462 — 466.  ABULrao.  ad  ann,  Z5J.  D'tUMEL.  BiUiytb. 
eii«ot.  ubi  fup.  lui 
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hia  hsuids.  This  writer  farther  relates,  that  thole  treafuret 
confifted  of  1,000,000  ^''urx,  tmakuk,  or  bufliel,  of  eme- 
ralds, and  another  of  pearls,  together  with  a  kilajah  of  rubies 
of  (he  colour  of  (ire.  Every  kihjah  contained  three  Arehit 
t>oi)nds  and  three  quarters,  and  every  makHk  three  kilajah' ti 
to  that  the  latter  amounttKl  to  eleven  pounds  and  a  quar- 
ter Arabic  weight.  Whenever  Saltb  Ebn  WaAf  mentioned 
this  princefs,  he  faid,  Kabbah  Allah  Kabihat,  i.  e.  Goo 
Kiakti  ugfyf  i.e.  curfes,  this  woman,  whe  bean  the  name  ofu^y, 
9ietvintbftaniing  Jhe  ii  extremely  beautiful.  For,  though  fise  wat 
wmftrefi  of  fuch  immmfi  treafura,  Jhefupred  her  fin  Al  Mo^- 
tazz  to  be  depofed  and  murdered^  reiber  than  part  with  tnly 
SOfOOo  d'lnirs,  which  /mall film  jviu/d  have  fatisfed  the  TuAittl 
Jeldierj  that  mutinied  ftr  their  pay.  After  Al  Mohtadi  afcended 
Che  Mofitm  throne,  Aiiifj&(7i&  quitted  SarraManray,  and  retired 
to  Mecca,  where  (he  curfed  &aleh  Ebn  JVailf  in  her  turn,  and 
■verted  her  complaints  againft  him  in  the  following  terms: 
Maiaifitrit  that  is.  He  hat  tarn  my  vail;  which  in  modeft 
language  imports,  He  has  mjejedme,  hi  has  killed  my  fin,  ht 
has  driven  me  from  my  native  country,  and  bos  at  iaji  tefi  mt^ 
in  order  to  fellow  a  common  projlitute  '. 

"We  are  told  by  fome  of  the  jlrab  writen,  that  the  Greek  Remark' 
emperor  Michael  was  affalBnated  in  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Mo''  able 
tazz,  by  his  general  Bafilius,  in  an  ifland  of  the  Prs^MfH,  whilft  tvtnu  im 
he  was  performing  his  devottnns  ;  and  that,  after  this  prince's  fbis 
death,  rtie  aJlaflin  mounted  the  imperial  throne.   The  princi-^{*"* 
pal  rcafon  affigned  by  thofe  writers  for  th jt  execrable  ai^on  is,  ^"£'' 
that  Bafilius  was  forced  by  the  emperor  to  marry  a  beautiful 
woman,  in  order  to  cover  an  intrigue  that  prince  was  carr}'ing 
on  with  her,  and  keep  it  firom  the  emprers's  ears ;  fo  that  not 
being  permitted  to  cohabit  with  her,  he  was  refolvcd  to  dilpatch 
the  perfon  who  had  made  fo  egregious  a  dupe  of  him.     The 
Arabs  fettled  in  Crete,  of  whom  we  have  already  given  fome 
account,  feem  to  have  made  a  dcfcent  about  this  time  upon 
?J6r«/,penetratjng  far  into  the  country,  and  committingevery- 
where  dreadful  ravages.     In  the  255th  year  of  the  Hejra,  Ebn 
SofiSn,  the  Mofem  Emir  in  Sicily,  was  murdered  by  an  Arab 
fuldier,  who  afterwards  made  his  efcape  to  the  ChrifiionSi 
mftcr  which,   bis  Ton  Mohammed  Ebn  Khafajah  was  elefted 
Emr  by  the  Sicilian  Mejlims  in  his  room.    This  eleflion  was 
confirmed  by  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Aglahi,  the  Khalifat 
XairwM,  and  the  EmJr  fo  confirmed  enjoyed  the  government 
of  the  Mofltm  conqueHs  in  Zicilj  two  whole  years.  The  Roffi^ 
a  barbarous  Scythian  nation,  feated  in  a  traft  to  the  north  of 
mount  TauruSy  and  the  ancellors  of  the  Ruffians,  after  having' 
reduced  the  city  of  Confantinople  to  great  flraits,  returned 
T  ExH  Shoknah.  Vide  ctiam  TfM.  Abvlfed.  ubi  fup. 
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hontSf  »ni  were  converted  to  the  Cbri^iaa  baA,  not  -bi  hon 

the  be%inaiaf^oi  Ji  Me'tax3,'$  leign  *. 

SECT.    XXXV; 

Al  Moh-  TIP  ON  the  dqtolition  of  Jl  Mt'utKx,  who  w»  oUi^  hf 
iidi^f  ^  the  7uri{(/&  troops  to  declve  himfejf  unequal  to  die  go- 
(vM>  bim.  Tcrnment  of  the  Mo/Um  empire,  Mabamxud  Ahm  Ab^aUmb  M 
IdAiadi  Ebn  Al  Watbek  was  laluled  Khalifa  Sarra  M^vaj, 
and  allthepeoplcof  that  metropolis  took  the  oatb«fsilk^pMHi 
to  him.  His  mother  Karb^  or  Karb,  <»k  of  Al  Wetbei^t  oono- 
biocs,  ie  fuppolcd,  or  rather  affirined,  to  have  been  k  Cbri/UMi 
■by  fome  of  the  Arab  hill(;riani.  M  JUi'tazx  himfelf  was  Ae 
fim,  tho'  this  ought  to  be  conftdeml  as  the  €&£t  of  caaipcjfio% 
who  acknowledged  him  KhaHf,  and  gave  him  the  furwuM 
of  Al  Mtbtatli  SiWab,  This  prince  has  been  reprelcntEti  hf 
the  MdJUm  writers  as  a  great  lover  of  juftice,  which  he  difln- 
buted  daily  in  perfon  to  all  his  fubjeos.  He  prohibited  ikt 
ufe  of  wine,  as  well  as  gaming  of  all  kinds,  fo  exprdUj  fi^ 
bidden  by  the  Karan^  and  banilhed  from  the  oauit  all  fitweo* 
foothlaycrs,  jeflers,  and  butFooas.  He  alfo  fent  away thebsni 
and  hounds  that  had  been  kept  by  his  predeceflbn  in  the  im- 
perial palace.  In  cnder  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  peofik^ 
ne  fupprefled  part  of  the  tribute  that  lay  fo  heavy  i^k»i  them  i 
infpeded  the  condud  of  the  judges,  as  well  as  the  puUic  ac- 
counts; and  fet  apart  two  days  every  week,  vix.  MmdayvA 
^bur/day,  for  the  hearing  and  redreifing  the  grievances  ofthit 
part  of  hisfubje^  which  then  appeared  before  him*. 
Jlfarthtr  Aftek  Al  Me'taz.z'a  violent  death,  hii  mother  KsbihtA  iak 
tu<»unt  »f  ^^  "'^  given  her,  tho'  on  condition  that  fhe  difcovered  her 
Sabihah.  immenfe  trcafurcs,  and  even  depolited  them  in  tlw  hands  of 
the  new  Khallf  Al  MehtaS.  The  money  found  thenein  ii 
faid  by  Abu'i-Faraj  to  have  amounted  to  1,300,000  Sain, 
Her  ion  Al  Mo'tazx,  in  his  great  diflrefs,  applied  to  bcr  fix- 
only  the  fum  of  50,000  dinars^  in  order  to  appeale  thenar 
bulent  minds  of -the  Turiijb  militia ;  which  Ibc  refiifed  hiin^ 
telling  him  at  the  lame  time,  that  (he  was  in  pofleffion  of  la 
muney  at  all.  This  afterwards  drew  upon  her  a  great  num- 
ber of  curfes  and  execrations,  one  of  which  has  already  bees 
taken  notice  of.  This  year,  TakSb  Ebn  Al  Ltit,  the  Sffth 
rian,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  provinces  of  K*rmm  and 

*  EuTYCH,  abi  fup.  p.^eo— 46J.  ALMAKiH.uWfap.  p.  161, 
161.  Abulpbd.  ubi  fup.  CtTROPALAT.  Gioftc.  Cedkek.  hifto- 
riar-compend.  p.5;o — ;^i.  Joan.Zobar.  Bnnal.  lib.  xvi.p.i6i. 

•  Abu'Jaafak  AlTab*«.  ALM*Ki>i,ubi  fup.  p.  i6z.  Eo- 
TYCH.  ubi  fup.  p. +66,  467.  Greo,  Abu'l-Faraj,  nbi  fop  p. 
970.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ubi  fup.  Al  Kor.  MoHAwyKD.  fur.  ti,r. 
L'HtRBiL.  Biblioth.  orient.  ait,Mobia4i,  p.  618. 
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.Firt^  and  ieasA  uqwn  th»  city  of  SMrix,  Wt  muft  not  for- 
get toobferve,  that  SJiir  ^SnSabel,  the  piittcipal  phylician 
ofthebti^'itilsa'ftaiilJtlhJir,  amanof  vaftenidmon,who  had 
difth^iBibed  hiaiictf  by  his  learned  writings,  and  particularly 
b^  a  book  treating  of  all  the  compound  medicines  ufed  in  ho- 
tfpttda,  and  prepared  by  the  apothecaries,  departed  diis  life,  in 
idle  month  of  Dhu'lhajja,  the  prefent  year  *. 

il*  tta«  beginning  of  ^lAlkbtadCi  reign,  towards  the  end  ti/fTht  Zeo- 
the  255th  year  of  the  Htjra,  the  Zenjians,  or  Zmjians,  a  people  jian*  mait 
of  Natia,  of  Elbitfta^  and  of  the  country  of  the  Cafrts,  called  «■  irra^ 
at  this  day  by  the  moderns  Zntf^jvAor,  according  to  M.  D'Htr-  ''"• '"" 
Met,  having  penetrated  into  Arabia,  advanced  from  riience  into  '**  Mof- 
tiw  neighbourhood  of  Bafra  and  C^fa.     jtbuifeda,  however,  'f™  •*' 
feeins  to  intimate,  that  thefe  Zmjians  were  original^  fcated  in'^'' 
the  diftria  called  i^/  Sabak,  or  the  fandy  traa  in  the  neigh- 
bouriuwd  of  Bafra  j  tho',  it  muft  be  owned,  Jbu  Jaafar  Al 
Taarfi  defeription  of  them  not  a  little  countenances  what  has 
been  advanced  by  M.  lyfhrbiUt,  in  relation  to  the  parental 
coontiy  of  thefe  barbarians.     I'he  chief  of  this  gang  of  rob- 
ber?, who,  according  to  fotne  of  the  4rah  hiftorians,  wert 
litde  bitter  than  wild  beafts,  M  Ebn  Mahammd  Ehu  Md!al- 
raJbman,  ons  of  the  dclcendants  of  jibttalkais,  gave  out  fdfely, 
that  he  was  of  the  family  of  jIU  Ebn  Abu  T&la.     This  made 
fuch  an  imprelHon  upon  the  ^iittt  in  thofe  parts,  that  they 
flocked  to  him  in  vaft  numbers  j  which  enabled  him  to  feize 
upon  the  cities  of  Ran^a  and  Bafra,  and  even  to  pafs  the  7i'- 
grisy  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  which  fpread  terror 
vAere-ever  it  moved.     This  M,  who  was  an  altrologcr  and  a 
^iu,  ai  well  as  an  impoflor,  began  iirlt  to  be  taken  notice 
of  in  the  year  of  the  Htjra  249,  and  at  laft  became  fo  formi- 
dable, diat  the  KbaUfa  forces  could  not  make  head  againll 
him.     He,  therefore,  reduced  moft  of  the  fortrelles  of  Irai, 
aada  oDnfiderablc  part  of  Arabia  \  in  the  pofleffion  of  which 
cdnquefls  he  maintained  himfelf  fourteen  years,  notwithfland- 
ing  all  the  efibrts  of  AlMshtadi  and  his  fucceflbrs  to  diflodgo 
him  from  thence.     After  he  had  difmembered  the  Khaltfat 
in  this  manner,  he  alTttmed  the  title  of  Saheb  Al  Zenj,  tbt 
fritut  tftht  Zenjians,  in  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  thofe 
barbarians,  of  which  the  greateft  part  of  his  army  was  com- 
pofed.     We  muft  beg  leave  to  remark  here,  that  Erfenius 
calls  diis  people  Ripi,  or  Rihans,  in  his  Latin  verfion  of  Al    , 
MaklH ;  and  that  this  mtftake  arofe  from  a  wrong  reading  of 
the  punduation  of  the  Arabic  letters,  as  the  forms  of  the  cha- 
ra^s  «f  the  word  Rih^  without  the  diacritical  points  of  th« 

^  Gti9,  AsuVFaaAJiubifup.  p.  269,  =70.  Isu.  Abvltbd. 
sbl  Tup. 
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firft  and  laft  of  ihem,  are  the  Tame  wuh  thofe  oTdie  lettsrs  C3MW> 

flituting  tbc  word  Zenj  ". 
71*/  ViGr      The  following  year,  being  thr'as^th  of  the  Htjroy  com* 
if  mar-      mcncinK  Decemher  Qth,  869,  snd  not   the  preceding  year, 
ArtJ.       as  we  hnd  intimated  by  M.  IXHeriiiUt,  who,  in  this  point 
perhaps,  has  followed  the  Ptrjtan  htftorians,  M4fa  Eb»  Btga, 
general  of  the  forces  of  the  Khalifat,  who  had  been  eropiUiyal 
in  the  expedition undenaken  ^gxiahMHafanEbnTexid,  bavii^ 
been  apprized  of  the  death  of  the  Kbeltf  Al  Ma'tmzatj  irb» 
had  been  cut  ofF  foon  after  bis  abdication,  returned  from  ?«• 
hreftan  and  Ray  with  his  army  into  Irak.     Soon  after  bis  ar- 
rival there,  being  informed  that  £a/r&£ifl^^fl/ was  die  new 
Khalifa  Vifir,  he  quitted  the  camp  he  had  formed  in  tbe  rwigfa- 
bourhood  of  Baghdad,  and  marched  dire^y  to  Sarra  Aitmrmji 
declaring  publtckly  his  intention  to  take  vengean^  of  thofe 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  revolt.     This  decltisticm 
tiras  chiefly  levelled  at  Salih  Ebn  Was\f,  who  had  been  prin- 
cipally inftrumentai  in  the  death,  as  well  as  the  depolition,  of 
Al  Mt'taxz.    SaUhy  confcioui  of  his  guilt,  and  not  havinea 
fufficient  nimber  of  troops  to  oppofe  Mufa,  bid  bimfelf  at.  Bb 
approach.     But  being  foon  difcovered,  he  was  bought  bcfcR 
the  general,  who  commanded  his  head  inunediatcly  to  be  ftrudc 
ofF;  and,  the  day  following,  it  was  carried,  by  Mujas  order, 
through  the  Itreets  of  Sarra  Manray ;  the  perfon  carrying  it 
at  Che  fame  time  crying  out  with  a  loud  voice.  This  a  the  &td 
of  a  traitor  J  mho  has  imirmd  bit  batuif  in  tbe  bbtti  $f  Hi 
fmertign ". 
f^  Eha>      The  murder  of  SaUh  greatly  incenfed  the  Kbatify  who 
lif  it  df    thereupon  came  to  a  rcfolution  to  reprels  the  infolence  <^  th« 
fvfid,  and  Turkijh  troops  ;  which  fo  excited  their  hatred,  that  Bamiidl 
Jaif-        and  M£fa  Ein  Boga,  their  chieft,  confpired  his  deftrufbon. 
This  conlpiracy,  however,  was  not  kept  fo  fecret,  but  that 
fooie  news  of  it  tranfpired  i  upon  which,  the  KbaU/orAavi 
Banklal,  who  was  to  have  a^ed  the  principalpart  in  it,  lobe 
put  under  arrell.     This  fo  exafperated  the  Turkic  that  tliey 
aflembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  about  the  imperial  pa* 
la,ce,  and  demanded  the  releafement  of  their  chief.     The 
Khalifa  far  from  being  intimidated  by  their  riotous  beha- 
viour, inflead  of  complying  with  their  demand,  ordered  Bit- 
Hal's   head  to  be  inftantly  cut  off,   and  thrown   amongft 
them  out  of  the  palace.     But  this  inftance  of  feverity  wu  fo 
far  frnm  appeafing  the  fedttion,  that  it  rendered  the  Turk 
more  furious  and  intra^ble ;  inforouch  that  a  fierce  confiiA 
'    *nu  Taifak  Ac.  Tabar.  Al  MAKii«,ubi  fop.  p.  161,16]. 
1  u.  Abclfbd.  abi  fup.  D'Herbel.  Bibltoth.  orient,  p.  618. 

, "    -A    u    jvAFAR  At.TA«na-.    Al  Makis,  ubi  fupt  p.  i6j. 
D'HsBBSL.  Biblioih,  orient.  «rt.  Mtbtadi,  otu  fop. 
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enfucd  between  them  and  the  Magrtbians,  who  de&hdsil  die 

JIC&zA/^  befisre  the  palace^  in  which  about  4000  on  both  fides 
weie  flain.  The  Turii,  however,  returning  to  the  charge 
vnth  X  bod^  of  10,000  men,  under  the  conduct  of  Tager^ 
B^nJiidPt  brothCT,  put  the  Magrebianiy  who  had  been  rein- 
forced by  a  body  of  FaraSnian  troops,  to  flight,  and  purfued 
jff  J^fdhta^  himfelf  into  the  houfe  of  Mobammtd  Ebn  Mar- 
da^.  Being  taken  from  thence,  he  was  conduced  to  that  of 
.Mmtd  Eba  Khakin ;  where  iomt  of  ^e  mutineers  began  to 
Jpit  in  his  face,  and  to  beat  him,  in  order  to  force  him  to  ab- 
dicate tbe  Kh^fat.  But  he  refufing  to  do  this,  they  barb»- 
joaSky  tramfJed  upon  his  privities  till  he  expired  ;  which  hap- 
prf«w<  on  the  i6di  of  the  month  Rajtb,  before  he  had  quite 
completed  the  firft:  year  of  his  reign.  Some  authors  relate, 
^at  jfl  MthtaJi  received  two  wounds  in  the  laft  adion  be- 
tween tbe  Turkifl}  Magrehian  and  Fareanian  troops  ;  and  that 
be  was  finally  dispatched  by  one  of  Pankiars  hlations,  who, 
after  bis  death,  dranit  a  draught  of  his  blood.  He  was  buried 
at  Sarra  Ma^ay^  and  Jaafar  Ebn  jibtTallab  Al  Hojhemi,  hJa 
judge,  faid  the  ^neral  Jervice  at  his  interment.  He  was  about 
tbiny-ciebt,  or  thirty-nine,  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  hii 
death.  With  regard  to  bis  perfon,  AlMi^tadi  was  of  a  mid- 
dle ftature,  (binewhat  bald,  and  of  a  fwarthy  complexion.  G 
He  had,  bowtver,  a  handfome  face,  a  portly .  gate,  and  a 
long  black  beard.  Ai  to  his  difpofition,  he  was  abftemious, 
devout,  a  lover  of  jufhcc,  of  a  fwect  temper,  and  exemplary 
life,  and  in  his  manners  greatly  refembled  the  KhaltfOtmr 
Mbn  Ai^alavx.  His  yijirs  were  Salth  Ebn  H^asif  and  Abu 
j/jriit  Ebm  Abmtd ;  his  judges  Al  HafanEbnAbu' i  Sbawarib  and 
'Jaafar  BbnAbialltthAlnafiitnu\  the  captain  of  his  guards 
i^ttiiallab  Ebn  Abd'aUab ;  and  his  chamberlains  BMtiM  and 
Mifa  Ebn  Bcgd,  The  firil  and  laft  days  of  bis  reign  wer^ 
fiufd^i  and  tbtt  infcription  of  his  feal,  Ht  wbt  tranfgrejjkt 
tb*  ntUi  of  JM^Ut,  er  ixceeds  wbat  is  rigbty  gots  ajlray  •. 

SECT.    XXXVI. 
A  Fter  the  barbarous  murder  of  Al  Mobtadi,  the  aflaffins  Al  Mo'- 
**■  created  Abmtd  Abu'l  AbkU  Al  Ma'lamed  Ala'Uab  Ebn  Al  tamed 
Afotawaiktl  Khalif.    His  mother's  name,  according  to  fome  enaud 
Writers,  was  Fjnan,  or,  as  others  affirm,  KyaSn.    He  took  for  Khalif. 
his  principal  counicUor,  or  ^//?r,  Abt^allab  Ebn  Yahya  Ebn 
Kbakany  who,  if  we  will  believe  Eutycbius,  had  ferved  his 
iiiiiKT  Al  Metttwakitl'm  the  fame  capacity  j  tho'  his  brotbet 
Al  Moviaffek  had  i:o  great  an  afcendant  over  him,  and  uled 
•  Aatr  Jaafan  AlTapak.  ALMAKiH.ubifup.  p.  163,  164. 
KBOKOiHiR,EuTycH.  nbi  fup.  Greo.  Aiv^l-Fakaj,  D'IIek^ 
iiV.  tf  liu.  AauLFSD.  ubi  fup.- 
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(be  audioftty  he  gave  him  in  fo  aUalute  x  manwr,  Ast  b« 
teemed  to  be  ma^  of  the  KbaHfrt.    Nay,  he  had  (b  *MKh 
iaAuencc  over  his  brotbtc's  councils,  that  he  excluded  MMt» 
tanui's  Ton  from  the  fucceffion,  and  caufed  bis  ovm  to  be  d»> 
vated  to  the  Mvfltm  thiotw  in  his  rooin,  as  wiU  be  foen  is  tlis 
fequel  of  this  biftory '. 
fiefrc         Thb  facBe  year,  that  is,  the  256111  of  die  HejfOf  AB,  at 
grifs  of     Al  Habiby  as  he  is  called  by  Abu  Jaefer  Al  Tahtirt^  prince  4f 
thtrtbil^    the  ZtHJwHt,  who  was  now  become  extremdy  fonsidsM^ 
Al  Habib.inadc  incuriions  almoA  to  the  very  gates  of  Baghtldd^  d>M*g 
irreparable  damage  whcre-ever  he  moved.  The  £2tf/(^  them* 
£>fe,  fent  yaiaHt  one  of  bia  generals,  with  a  confidcfaU* 
aimy  againft  him.     But  the  Zenjiam  oveitfarew  Mn  wtt 
very  gfeat  llaughter,  made  himfelt  mailer  of  twcnty-faur  of 
the  KmH/'s  Urgeft  Oiips  in  the  bay  of  Btijra,  put  a  raft  mim- 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  Obolk  to  the  fword,  and  feised  npM 
the  town.    Not  content  with  this,  he  fet  fire  to  it,  and  feo» 
reduced  it  to  afhes  ;  the  houfes  confifting  fn-  the  rooft  pait  of 
the  wood  of  a  certain  plane-tree  denominated  by  the  Jrmtt 
Saj.     From  thence  he  matched  to  AbiJAt,  which   likswife 
^rrendered  to  him.    Here  he  found  an  immenfe  treafufc 
in  money,  which  enabled  him  to  poirefs  himfelf  <^  the  wht^ 
o  pravince  tiiAhwdx.  In  line,  his  army  being  now  iacmted  to 

$0,000  ftrong,  the  grcateft  part  of  the  citizens  of  Bafra  aban- 
doned the  place ;  which  ftruclc  with  terror  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  adjacent  territories, and  even  the  coun  of  the£Aa^idclf8. 
Al  Habib     The  next  year,  being  the  ajyth  of  the  Htjra,  begisning 
csniinuei    Navmber  29th,  870,  Al  Habib  attacked  Sa'id  Elm  JfMfarS^ 
•viaerins  Dinan,  at  the  head  of  the  Kbaltfa  forces,  and  intirdy  de- 
117  (i;ji<4rfeatcd  him }  killing  many  of  his  men  upon  the  fpot,  and  more 
Z571         in  the  purfuit.  He  alfo  routed  feveral  other  armies  fentagainft' 
him  by  ^sKhalif,  reduced  Bafra,  and  put  ao,oooof  tbed- 
tjzens  to  the  fword,  before  the  conclulion  oi  the  can^ign. 
The  people  of  foledo  rebelled  about  this  time  againft  J/altm- 
trud  kbn  /ibd'alrahmdn^  the  KhaUf  of  Spain,  and  chofc  one 
Mohammed  Ehn  Lib  for  their  general ;  but,  upon' the  approaob 
of  the  Khalif  with  a  powerfu!   army,    they  thought  fit  to 
fubmit  to  him,  and  Tent  hoftages  for  their  future  good  beha- 
viour to  Csrduha.     We  muft  not  forget  to  remark,  that  Ama- 
j&r  drove  Ifa  Ebn  Sheikh  out"  of  Syria,  where  he  had  fet  up  f<w 
himfelf  agiinft  the  Khalif,  the  preceding  year ;  and  that,  about 
the  fame  time,  the  famous  Iimm  Jbu  AbiaUah  Mabemmid  Ebn- 
IJmailyiMxxa.mz.A  Al'Jofi^vs  deducing  his  origin  from  the  tribe 

'  Abu  Jaapak  AlTabar.  Al  Maein,  ubi.fup-  p^ifi^.i^. 
KsoNDEMiR,  Grec.  Abu'l  Faraj,  ItEutycr.  ubifup. 

«  Abu  Jaafak  Al  Tabar..  Al  Maxin,  ubi  fup.  EwrrcB. 
vbt  fjp.  p.  468,  469.  I^M.  ABULFED.adano.  356,  D^Hbkeel. 
.  Bibliodi.  orient,  art.  MalamiJ.  of 


C;  t.  9b  Hifhry  ef  the  Anba.  471 

of  Jtfith  in  Vimmiy  dio'  gcnerdy  nUed  jtt  BttH^,  Hei  U 
Mlur^k^  or  Kiartatii,  a  fmal)  town  about  two  parafimc' 
ftoa  SmHarimJ.  In  the  257th  year  of  the  Mtjr»,  Al  H^M 
Mim  Ztid^  one  of  AlPt  defcendanto,  «^o  had  pofibAed  Mmfeir 
of  Tiiir^iit,  fetzed  likewife  upon  yvrjiii  %  aid  7«Mt  Ehi  M 
£Mt,  the  Safenriany  made  himlelf  m^er  of  J9«/f^  and  CibAl^ 
Befere  the  clofc  of  die  lame  year,  died  Abu't  Aiiat,  a  ftmeua 
lErammarian,  known  by  (he  name  of  M  Rajajh-.  AMamaui 
Mim  Kkafajab,  Itie  Enir  of  Si«7r,  according  to  Ahniftduy  waa 
JBitfdercd  by  fomeof  his  eunticha,  who  were  afteimrds  taken 
and  pat  to  death,  and  fuccecded  by  Ahmed  Ebn  TaUH,  fent 
mvwbjAhbimmud  EbnAhtiud  AlAglabiy  tlttt  Kbalif  6!  Kair- 
vudn,  ftv  that  purpofe,  and  Malta  was  contpiercd  by  the  Siti- 
HoH  M»JUms,  the  prcfent  year  ', 

During  the  courfe  of  the  fonowing  year,  Al  Hahih^  the  nJhithg 
Ztf^ian  prince,  ftill  remained  vi£torious  over  the  Khalifa  jtar  ^^t. 
troops.  Al  Ma'iam*d,  fupported  by  his  brother  Ai  Mwto^ 
t^ek,  had  formed  a  defign  to  confine  within  narrower  bounds, 
at  letft,  if  not  diredly  to  annihilate,  the  power  <rf  the  Tunf^A 
Mdieiy,  v^ch  had  proved  fb  itxA  to  feveral  of  hb  predecef^ 
fbn :  they  having*  for  a  conftdcrable  time,  ^ven  law  to  the 
Khalifs,  and  elevated  or  dcpofed  them  as  dicy  pleafed.  But 
ahe  ZtHJiani  made  (o  rapid  a  progrefs  this  year  in  Perfia^ 
Arabia^  and  Irii,  that  he  was  obIt|ed  to  rufbend  the  execu- 
tion of  that  defign,  ai)d  even  to  &nd  the  Turti/b  troop?  to 
join  thofe  commanded  by  his  brother  Al  Mmiafftk,  in  order 
to  o^wle  them.  The  firft  of  the  Kbalifs  generals  over- 
thrown by  ^//biiJ  was  onc^A&<7mmf>J,whore  army  was  worft« 
cd  in  feveral  engagements,  and  at  XiSt  ijitirely  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  rebels.  This  year,  Al  M^tamed  called  his  brother  Ab» 
,Ahnud  Bbx  Al  Mstatoakkil  to  the  fucceffion,  gave  hint  ths 
fUrname  of  Al  Mewaffik,  together  wirii  a  moft  fimiptnoiii 
Veft,  and  appointed  him  to  prcfide  over  Di^ar  Rabjg,  Mav>fel^ 
At  Awaftm,  and  Egypt.  He  alfo  caufcd  his  own  fon  faafar, 
whom  he  fumamcd  Al  Mefaiuid,  to  be  publickly  declared  the 
heir  apparent  to  the  crown,  and  affigned  him  the  prefedure 
of  the  weft.  After  this,  he  fent  AlMwiafftk  and  Mtfitb^ 
with  a  numerous  army,  to  reduce  the  rebel  Al  Habib\  who, 
in  purfuance  of  their  orders,  came  up  with  him,  and  at- 
fkcked  him  with  very  great  bravery.  But  Mefteb  being 
killed  with  an  arrow,  Al  Me'tami^i  troops  were  at  Ian 
obliged  to  leave  the  field  of  battle  to  the  Ze/ijians,  and  it- 

*  Abu  Jaxfa*  AlTaiak.  Al  MAXiii.obi  fup.p.  t6;,  Etr- 
TTCH.  abifap.  Rodbric.  Tolbta^.  hi  ft.  Arab,  cap,  zxviii.  p. 
34.  Ism.  Abulfkd.  excerpt,  ex  cod.  MS.  BibliotI).  D-  LaureM. 
Efcur.  et  |0AK.  BATT.Cvavi.  ubifup.  p.  18.  Clir»n.  Sic.  Caiitt- 
brigieaf,  nbi  fup. 
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toe,  ifter  hinng  fuftained  a  very  coniidci^ile  lofi.     How- 
ever, Al  Iiikvjaffik  Toon  rallied   hia  forces,  that  were   pu 
into  diforder  by  the  death  of  Msfltb,  and  drew  them   up  ia 
fucb  wdcr,   that  the  enemy  durfi  not  renew  the  atxaA. 
Some  time  after,  there  happened  a  very  flui|>  aSbou  bcCweei 
the  KbttUf^a  forcei  and  the  rebels,  coounanded  by  Tabfa  Ehm 
A&htauiied  JI  Azriky  who  was  dangeroufly  wounded    aai 
taken  prifoncr.     Several  other  battlu  were  fought  betwecs 
the  contcndjns  pardea  before  the  cooddioa  of  the  cam- 
paign,  from  whence  no  great  advantages  accrued   to  either 
fide.    But  at  lafl  fome  contagious  diftempers  carrying  offcoa- 
fideraUe  numbera  of  Al  Mtvjajffti'i  men,  he  found  himfeif 
obliged  K)  i^ree  to  a  fort  of  truce,  or  ceHatioD  of  smuj  with 
the  enemy,  and  to  retire  to  ff^ifit,  in  order  to  lefrefli  kA 
repofe  his  troops.     As  for  Yabja  Ebn  Adebammtdy  who  had 
fallen  into  his  hands  before,  he  had  fent  him  under  an  cfbxte 
to  Sarra  Manray,   where,  foon  alter  bis   arrival,   be  re- 
ceived two  bundled  ftripes,  had  his  hands  and  feet  chopt  off, 
and  was  cut  to  pieces  by  a  detachment  of  the  Khalipa  guards 
The  body  was  afterwards  reduced  to  alhes,  and  tnrown  iota 
tbe  t'tgrli,  in  the  prefencc  of  an  infinite  number  of  fpeda- 
tors,  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  who  attended  the  execution '. 
ri(  war       I"  ^^  y**''  ^  ^  Ht}rtt  259,  commencing  Navemhtr  ythi 
twiinuei    S72,  the  war  ftill  continued  between  the  £^i^  and,// /£«M. 
hfwiin    M  Aiotuaffei.,  upon  his  anival  at  Baghdad,  unt  Mtbajmrnidt 
ti*%laiiiiuiia,mKAAlMov)alUdfWi\h&  powerfiil  army  to  a& s^ainfl  the 
mmJAl      ZtnjiaBi ;  but  he  could  not  hinder  them  ftom  ravagjinz  Ae 
Habib.     province  of  Jfnt/dt^  cutting  off  there  about  50,000  3  the 
Khalifs  fubje^*  and  difmantling  the  city  of  tbe  fame  name. 
However,  Al  Mitatntd  comroaodcd  AbialrahmoM  Eha  iAftk 
to  marcb  with  a  body  of  troops  to  AbwaZt  I^ak  Ebm  Dar^ 
with  another  to  Bafra,  and  Ibrahim  Ebn  SimS  with  a  third  la 
Dawrud,   But,  notwithftanding  all  the  Kialift  cfibrts,  or  n- 
ther  thole  of  his  generals,  his  forces  could  gain  no  confidv- 
able  advantage  over  At  Habli,  the'  feveral  butlea  were  fou^ 
About  this  time,  Taiub  Ebn  Al  Lat  made  him&lf  maftcr  ef 
Ni/ab^r,  and  threw  Mehanmtdy  the  Tbabtrim,  who  had  be- 
fore enjojed  the  fovereign^  of  the  province  of  Khtrajan  ondei 
this  Khatif,  with  all  his  fiunily  and  domcAics,  into  prifon. 
About  the  &mc  time,  died  Metsemmtd  Ebn  M&fa  Ebn  Sbattr^ 
one  of  the  mathematicians  employed  by  the  KbaUfAl  MamiM 
to  difcovcr  the  true  ambit,  or  circumference,  oif  the  earth. 
This  year,  a  body  of  the  Sicilian  Mefemi  feizcd  upon  tbe  city 
of  Saitmo,  but  were  fbon  after  all  cut  to  piece*  diere  K 

'  Abd  jAAfAi  At  Tabax.  Al  Makin,  olri  fap.  p.  i6;i 
t(6.  KHOHDtuia,  Abitlfed.  ad  aon.  2c8.  Eurvca  ubifnp. 
p.  46s,  469.  >  Abv  Jaa  fak  Al  Taiak.  At  Makik. 
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Thb  febUowing  year,  being  the  26otti  of  the  H^ra^  AeAJintit 
.^Tabi  cut  to  pieces  ManjuTf  the  governor  of  Hitk,  and  iub-jtar  it*, 
ftituted  Beifimtir  in  hii  room.     About  the  fame  time,  AlHa-i 
_/a»  Al  AJkari,  the  eleventh  Zhiite  Imam,  At  Hajan  Ebn  Sa- 
A^xb  Al  Zafermi,  one  of  Al  Shaftt^a  followers,  and  Hotiain 
JEtn  IJbak  Al  Ebadiy  a  famous  phyfician,  who  tranllated  the 
£limenfi  of  Euclid,  PteUny'iAlmagiJi,  and  feveral  other  pieces,  ' 
out  of  Grtti  into  /rabic,  departed  this  life.     This  year  the- 
JChaUf^s  generals  lilcewife  made  feveral  attempts  to  drive  the  ■ 
Zenjttau  out  of  the  MaJUm  territories ;,  but  without  cffe^ . 
For,  Al  Habii  vaMnVLiixi  himfelf  in  his  conqucfts,  notwith-  ; 
fianding  there  happened  feveral  vigorous  a£tioni  between  his  , 
croops  and  the  KiaHft  forces,  in  which  -many  brave  men  fell 
on  both  fides  1. 

In  the  261ft  year  of  the  H^ra,  beginning  Oiiabtr  i6th,72«MljL 
874,  Mohamnud  EbnWaJel,  who  hadltiUed  the  Aiflilf/'s  go- ra^r  ^. 
vernor  of  Fariy  and  afterwards  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  r^iimu  im 
province,  engaged  feveral  times  the  Ztr^ian  forces  command-  a6i. 
«d  by  Al  I&biby  according  to  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari;  but 
"with  what  fuccels,  we  have  not  been  told  by  that  author.   | 
The  Khalify  having  been  apprized  of  the  (late  of  affairs  on   t 
that  fide,  annexed  the  government  of  Fan,  Abwaz,  Bafra,  and   I 
Babrtiny  to  the  prefeaure  be  had  affigned  M6ja  Ebn  Bagiy   } 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  bpft  generals  he  had.   | 
JH&fa,  foon  after  his  nomination  to  that  fu^limc  poft,  difpatch-   1 
ed  Ab^alrabman  Ebn  MsJUb  as  his  deputy  to  Abtvaz,  and    . 
joined  to  him,  as  his  collegue  and  afBAai^,  Tijam  the  Turi,    | 
But  Mtbamined  Ebn  Wafel,  then  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ig    | 
Abtvazy  refufing  to  obey  the  orders  of  Abd'alrahman  Ebn  M»-    I 
fitb  and  Ti/ara,  a  fierce  confli^  enfucd ;  in  which  the  latter    | 
were  overthrown  with  very  great  daughter,  and  Abdalrabman 
Ebn  Mofitb  taken  prifoncr.     After  the  end  of  the  a£lion,^a--    \ 
bammtd  Ebn  Waftl  advanced  to  EJiakbr^  in  order  to  attack    '. 
MufaEbn  Baga'i  forces,  incamped  at  a  fmall  diltance  from  that    : 
place.     But  M&fa,  having  received  intelligence  of  his  defign,    , 
retired  at  his  approach ;  and,  finiting  that  he  could  not  take 
pofleffion  of  his  new  government,  nor  fix  his  deputies  in  the     1 
provinces  aiEgned  iheni,without  a  vaft  eflufion  oiMeJltm  blood,     J 
he  recalled  them  from  thence,  and  made  the  bed  of'^bis  way  to     > 
Stffrd  A/>»ir^.  After  which,  }lii^££^nyf^Z.»V,  who  had  be-     ! 
fore  difpofleifed  of  the  province  of  Kharajan  the  family  of     ' 
TbabtTy  that  had  for  a  conHderable  time  enjoyed  the  (ove-     i    , 
reignty  of  it,  made  an  irruption  Into  Ahvja^  defeated  Mobam-     \ 
mtd  Ebn  fVifel,  and  feized  upon  his  palace,  in  which  he  found     i 
ubifap.  p- 166.   Abolfbp. adae.  Hej.  3;9.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab,     i 
CantabrigicBf.  dIm  fup,  '  Abvlfud.  ad  an.Hcj.  260. 
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s  (am  of  money  amcunting  to  40,000,000  Mrhtwa.    Soac  1 
authors  write,  that  jII  Me'tamed  declared  jfoi^try  kh  In,  1 
the  beir  apparent  to  the  crown,  and  called  -^/  Mtn/mffti,  b  ] 
brother,  to  the  fucceffion  after  him,  th«  prefeiWj'ear.     Buta 
dkii  point  we  chufe  to  follow  Ahu  Jaafar  Al  Tahri,  who  ■ 
rf  a  contrary  opinion.     The  dynaft^  of  the  SammemoK,  n 
KbtrafgH^  according  to  Ebn  Sholntab  and  Abtt^eda^  coomxfr 
ced  the  prefent  year.     It  appears  from  AimVeda^  that  U*- 
hammed  Bin  Jbm*d  Bbn  AJohamtntd  Ebn  IbnAim  Etm  M^ 
UJfy  the  Kb»Efoi  Ktirvm,  died  in  the  former  'ftmiJa,  ife 
he  bad  reigned  twenty  years,  five  months,  ana  fifteen  dj^ 
Hm  was  fucceedcd  by  his  brother  Ibrahim  Ebn  jBmui  £fa  *t 
bammtdy  who  extended  the  M^m  conquefts  in  SUilj^  tni 
jilted  feveral  fignal  vt^ries  there  *". 
Vk^ttia-      ^"^  ncxtyear,  being  the  262d  of  the  Hejr«y  commendij 
rifVfc-«*  OSeAn-  5th,  87s,  the  rebel  YakUb  Ebn  AtLtity  called  K* 
i^kat  Ya-  E.bn  Lath  by  the  Ptr/ian  hilhirians,  being  grown  fbnnidrifc 
fcub  Ebn  by  the  acquifition  of  ^J^az,  and  a  confiderable  {art  of  ^'^ 
Al  Ldt;  at  icaik  of  Aijeiel,  or  Hht  Perfian  Irak,  inthout  having  <^a^ 
declared  againfl  the  Khalif,  pulled  oS  the  malic,  and  advaaoJ 
'  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  into  the  neighboLuiiood  of  ^^ 
dad.  In  order,  therefore,  to  put  a  (top  to  the  progrHs  of  fc  dm- 
eerous  an  enemy,  who  had  already  made  himfelf  nuStra 
fVdfetf  Ai  Me' tamed  fent  Al  Mawafek  with  the  forces  of  da 
empire  againft  him.     That  general,  in  purfuancc  of  hii*' 
dcrs,  advanced  firft  to  Baghdad^  whither  he  was  attended  by  ■h' 
KhahU  and  at  lall  came  up  with  Ebn  Al  Lett  at  a  village  ninri 
Jitiw.     Here,  after  a  bloody  engagement,  he  overthrew  Imb 
with  incredible  daughter,  plundered  his  camp,  and  purfuedhia 
into  Khwajan;  where  meeting  with  no  oppofition,  heeBina 
I^ifabur,  and  reteafed  Mthammed  the  Thaherjarty  who  bail  b<* 
detained  in  prifon  by  Yekub  Ebn  Al  Lett  three  whole  yearr.  nt 
for  Ebn  Al  L<it  himfelf,  who  was  the  firft  prince,  oTSiilta,» 
tfat  race  or  dymlty  of  the  Se^'artani,  he  made  his  efcipewi* 
great  dltTicuIty  after  the  late  Ccfeat ;  though  he  and  his  ftmi'j 
maintained  themfelvcs  feveral  years  in  the  pofleffion  of  m'^ 
of  the  conquefts  he  had  made.  The  war  waged  by  tfteiS*V 
againft  Ebn  Al  Lett  proved  a  fcafonaUe  iHverfbn  in  iannira 
jH  Habib,  who  routed  all  the  troops  fent  by  Al  Mi'lamJo 
reduce  him  to  his  obedience,  and  ravaged  die  dlfiiifl  of  ^'Ir' 
the  prefent  year  -. 
tut  art  The  following  year,  being  the  263d  of  flie  WiT'' * 

tvtr-        ginning  5c^/nnifr  24th,  876,  the  Kbattft  forces,  uodCTtfce 
■<  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabak.  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  166,169- 
D'HiRBSL.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  637,63*.   Gsio.  A»o'i.-Ft»»(. 
ybifup,  p.  ]7t.  EaNSuoHNAH,  Isu.  ABui^nD.  et  Joav."*^' 
Cakvi.  ubi  fup.  ■  Aav  Jaavak  Ai.  Ta»m.  Al  H'^'^ 
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conunand  <rf  AhnudEhn  Ltb£na,  gained  two  conftlferabic  «)-  thrvumh 
vaLiitages  over  ^/  Habilfa  troops ;  but  being  at  taft  drawn  into  Al  Habib. 
an  ambuTcadc,  the^  were  almoft  intircly  dcilroyed.     Jbmtdf 
Cheir  general,  himlclf,  with  great  difficulty,  made  his  efcape  ". 

Ik  the  l64tb  year  of  the  htjra,  commencing  Sepiemher  Tit  Anbt 
X  3th,  877,  the  Arahs  made  an  incutfion  into  the  imperial  ter-  matt  o« 
ricorio,  under  the  conduit  of  v/WaZ/aA  Ebn  Rajbid  Ebii  KAvj£s,  imitrJiM 
«nth  a  body  of  4C00  borie,  put  a  conflderable  number  of  die '""  '^ 
emperor's  lubjcfii  to  the  fword,  and  committed  dreadful  ra-  ''«P*n^ 
vagcs  in  the  provinces  through  which  they  moved.     But  the  '""'•'**'' 
Crtth  came  up  with  them  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Ba- 
danduB^  cut  the  greateft  part  of  them  in  pieces,  and  took  M' 
^aikb  EbM  Rajbid  himfelf  prifoncr.     Afttr  which,  they  Tent 
bim  under  an  efcorte  to  ConftatninfpU.    About  the  fame  time* 
^fmajir  tiieK/mlifi  governor  of  Damafais,  KdiSbahy  iheKbal^ 
^ie'taast's  mother,  Abu  Ibrahim  Al  Mtrzdni,  and  Tut^s  Ebm 
^id'slala,  two  fcholars  of  the  famous  AiSha/e'r,  departed  thi* 
life.     This  year,  a  detachment  c^  At  Habib't  troops  advanced 
to  SVaJtt^  drove  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  town,  and  dieii 
laid  it  in-affacs)  carrying  off  with  them  from  thence  an  im- 
.  mcnfe  quantity  of  fpoil.    One  of  the  Arab  writers  mentions 
feveral  fmart  engagements  between  the  Ztnjians  and  ihcKba-     . 
iSf*9  forces  after  that  tragical  event ;  but  does  not  inform  ua 
that  any  thing  decifive  happened  on  either  fide.     Jl^i/a  Ebm 
BegOf  the  bcft  of  the  Turiijh  officers  in  Al  Ma'tamid's  lervice, 
dying  about  this  time,  the  influence  his  nation  had  at  the 
Jitoflem  court  was  intirely  loft ;  infbmuch  that  the  Turktjh 
troops  now  intirely  obeyed  the  KbatSf'i  orders  independcntlf 
en  their  chiefs  P. 

The  next  year,  bring  the  265th  of  the  Htjra,  beginning  Ahned 
S^tmbtr  3d,  878,  jIbTtud  Ebn  Tol£n  rebelled  a»inft  the  Ebn  To- 
Xialif,  and  f^t  up  for  himlelf  in  Egypt.,    Having  Ambled  a  lun  nbf/t 
conflderable  force,  he  marched  to  /intmb,  and  beficged  Shi^,  "g'^^fi 
the  Kbaltfa  governor  of  HaUb,  or  AlfppB,  and  all  the  pro-  '*'  Kha- 
vinccs  known  amongft  the  Arabs  by  the  name  of  Al  Auaftm^  '"f* 
in  that  city.     As  the  befi^ed  found  that  he  was  relblved  to 
carry  the  place  by  alTautt,  they  thought  fit,  after  a  (hort  de- 
fence,  to  furrcnder  lo  him,  and  to  put  SimS  into  his  hands. 
.Ahmed  no  fooner  found  himfelf  in  pdfieffion  of  that  officer,  than 
be  tiruck  olF  his  head,  and  advanced  to  Alefpe,  which  opened 
its  gates  at  his  approach.     Soon  after,  he  reduced  D'tmifiik^  or 
Damafcui,  Hem,  Hamatb,  Kinnifrin,  and  Al  Raiia,  fituated 
upon  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Eupbrates.    This  rebellion  fa 
obifap.  p.  i6q.  Aut.  L^^bb  AlTawariich.  KuONDEMta,  Abui.' 
VED.  ad  an.  Hej.  161.  D'Herbei-.  Bibi.  oritni.  p.  638. 
"  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  AlM.kim,  ubi  Tup. 
»  Gaic.  A»h'l-F>raj,  ubi  fup,    Abu  Jaafar  Al  Taba*. 
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tx^ptnted  At  Mo'tanui,  tbst  he  commanded  Ahmed  to  he 
publickly  curfcd  in  al)  the  mofques  of  Bagbd&d  and  Irak  i  uri 
Abmii^  OQ  his  pan,  ordered  the  fame  folcma  malcdidkMi  ta 
be  thundered  out  in  ^1  the  mofqucs  within  his  jurifiiiffiaa 
againft  the  Khalif.  The  fame  year,  YaHh  Ebn  AlLeit,  havw 
fet  on  foot  a  powerful  army,  moved  a  fccond  time  towata 
Baghdad',  but  was  feized  with  a  violent  cholic  on  his  mards 
ef  which  he  died,  after  eleven  years  reign,  if  wc  willfoi^Mfe 
h  to  have  commenced  when  he  firft  entered  Ferfia  in  a  h(^3t 
manner,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Amru  Ebn  AlLdt. 
A  detachment  of  Al  Hahib's  troops  penetrated  into  Irat,  aoJ 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  four  of  the  KbaHfs  Qilps,  laden 
with  corn,  the  prefent  campaign.  They  aHo  advanced  to  ^ 
Nemania,  laid  (he  grcateft  part  of  it  in  aOies,  and  carried  ctf 
with  them  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  pnfbners.  They  likewife 
pollcllcd  themfelves  of  JarjaritfA,  where  they  found  maor 
prifoners  more,  and  deftroyed  all  the  adjacent  territory  wrtn 
fire  and  fword.  About  riic  fame  time,  died  Ibrahim  Ebn  Ham 
Al  Nifaburi,  a  celebrated  Mohammtdan  faint.  The  Mpfiem 
of  Sicily  fixed  themfelves  this  year  in  Syracvfty  and  Icixed 
upon  all  the  dependencies  of  that  place.  Tis  worthy  oMa- 
Krvation,  that  there  were  three  powers  at  this  time  in  the 
MoJUm  empire  independent  on  the  Khalifa  befides  the  houfe 
of  Agiab  in  Africa,  and  that  of  Ommijao  in  Spain  i  nameh, 
one  in  Syria  and  Egypt,  another  in  Kharafan,  and  another  la 
Arabia  and  Irak  1. 
Tht  Buft  In  the  266th  year  6f  the  Htjra,  beginning  Augufl  23d, 
mtrntraiit  879,  Al  Habib  reduced  R&mbormiiz,  burnt  the  natcly  mofque 
rw»"  there  to  the  ground,  put  a  vaft  number  of  the  inhabitants  to 
tbai  baf.  tho  fword,  carried  many  of  them  away  with  him  prifonen, 
pHtdm  and  acquired  an  immenic  quantity  of  fpoiJ.  In  Stdly,  Krif^ 
'"i'f  Vwaa  killed  this  year.  Al  Ha/an  Ebn  Al  Abbas  was  alfo  fart 
*^tlqra  f^Qjj,  Kairyjan  to  that  illand  in  quality  of  Emr  j  who,  Iboo 
after  his  arrival,  ravaged  the  Chri/Iian  territories  in  a  dreadfid 
manner.  AfebammedEbnJbd'alrabmtiaoTdeTcd  a  good  niimbo 
of  fliipi  to  be  condru^ed  at  Carduba,  or  Cardava,  StvilU,  and 
other  maritime  towns,  where  materials  for  fhipping  were  to  he 
fouqd.  But  thefe  being  afterwards  almoft  intirely  dcflroycdtiT 
tem[)efts  and  Jtorms,  the  failors  on  board  them  for  the  mm 
part  drowned,  and  Abd'alamid,  his  admiral  himfclf,  narrowly 
efcaptng  with  his  life,  that  prince  laid  alide  b  is  defign  of  mak- 
ing a  figure  by  lea '. 

AlMakih,  nbi  fup,  p.  169.  Khondeuik,  ABULFtD.sdao.  H^. 
264    D'Herbel.  Btblioth.orint.ubifup.  «  Gkic. 

Asu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabai.  AlMacib, 
nbi  fup.  p.  169,   170.    GoLri   not.  id  Alfragan.  p.  ici.    I)H- 
Abulfkd.  ad  an  Hej.  j6;.  Cbronic.  Sic.  CantabrigienlT  nbi  fitp. 
■  AsujAAFAaALTABAa,  ALMAKiHfUbi  fup.p.  i70.CbraD. 
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The  a67tb  year  of  the  Htjrot  commencuig  Augufl  ladi,  Tit.m£- 
880,  produced  fcvenl  actions  of  £dac  between  the  ZtHJiams  tmrj  *ff 
and  t&e  Khatlfi  troops.  M  Mowafftk,  attended  by  his  fon  raikni  rf 
jthi^l  Abbas  M  Mt'tadbtd  Briia,  took,  the  field  with  an  army  '^7"^ 
confining  of  fome  infantiy  and  a  body  of  teti  thouland  horie.  *^7* 
On  the  other  fide,  Al  Ha'bib  appearea  ,at  the  head  of  an  army, 
to  oppofc  him,  amounting  to  2a  hundred  thoufand  men.  But, 
Dot  with  Handing  the  ine(]uality  of  numbeti,  the  Arahi  orer- 
threw  the  Zmjiaiu  in  feveral  pitched  battles,  recovered  moft  of 
the  towns  they  had  taken,  tc^therwith  an  ioimcnfe  quantity 
offpoH,  and  relcafed  5000  Majkm  women  that  had  been  de- 
tained in  prilbn  by  thofe  barbarians.  After  thefe  vi3ories,  Al 
JHouicffti  took  poll  before  the  city  of  ^/  Mabiy'a,  that  had  been 
built  by  Al  Habib,  and  was  the  place  of  his  refidencc,  burnt  all  , 
the  Qtips  in  the  harbour,  thoroughly  pillaged  the  town,  and 
then  indrcly  difmantled  it.  Here  he  likewife  found  treafures 
of  exceeding  great  value.  After  the  reduction  of  Al  Mabiy'a^ 
he  puifucd  the  flying  enemy,  defeated  feveral  bodies  of  the  Ztm- 
jien  troops,  put  to  the  fword  £ba  Al  Sa'rab,  Ebn  JM,  and 
others  of  their  chiefs,  aild  advanced  to  Al  Mokbiara,  a  city  that 
had  been  Arongly  fortitied  by  Al  Habib,  As  the  Ztnjiott  bad 
colledcd  all  hit  forces  into  a  body,  and  was  polled  at  no  great 
diftance  A'om  the  town,  according  to  Abu  jaafar  Al  Tabariy 
with  an  army  of  300,000  men,  and  the  place  was  almoft  im- 
jM^nable;  Ai  Mswaffek  plainly  perceived,  that  it  would 
fuftain  a  very  long  fiege.  He  therefore  built  a  fDrtrefs  oppo- 
fite  to  it,  in  which  he  erefted  a  mofque,  and  coined  both  iir- 
bhta  and  (Abotj.  The  new  city,  from  iu  founder,  was  called 
by  the  Arabs  Al Moviafftkiay  and  foon  rendered  conCderable  by 
the  fettlement  of  leveral  wealthy  merchants  in  it.  By  thia 
means,  Al  Mnaaffik  thought  to  ftarve  Al  MakhtAra  to  a  fur- 
rcndcT,  and  a^ually  reduced  it  to  very  great  llraits ;  which 
occafioned  an  incredible  defeition  amongft  Al  Habib's  troops. 
However,  Al  Mmmfftk  havii>g,  with  his  battering  engines, 
made  a  pradicable  breach  in  the  walls,  took  the  place  by 
ftorm,  after  a  great  refUtance  on  the  pan  of  the  beli^ed,  in 
the  latter  'JsmMa,  and  gave  it  up  to  his  foldiers  to  be  plun- 
dered till  the  month  of  Sbaabin,  After  which,  be  put  to  flight 
Al  Habib's  numerous  forces,  and  difperled  them  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  Zenjiaa  found  it  impoflible  to  rally  them  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  Two  perfons  were 
ftruck  dead  by  lightning  by  Muhammtd  Ebn  Abii^alrabman'i 
fide  in  a  mofque  at  Cerdubay  and  a  general  earthquake  hap- 
Sic.  Cantabrigieof.  ubifop.  Ism,  Avvtriv.  excerpt,  ex  Cod.  MS. 
Bibliorb.  D.  Laurent.  Efcurtal.  ct  Joan.  Bapt.Carus.  ubi  fup, 

f.  19,    RoDERtC.  TOLSTAH.  ubi  fup, 

pcned 


4to  She  Si/hfy  ^  At  Artlto.  AL 

pKni  at  Sfam,  wfaofe  dpeadtul  concufto»  vtK  Mt  ia  Craj 

futof  tlMtcoonRy,  the  prefent  ykn  '. 

AI  Mow-      The  following  year,  being  the  268tfa  of  Ac  H^ra,  M 

affiik        MmtmfA  penetrated  a  feoand  dme  to  MM^^a^  AetnaliABri 

fdiai  i/^fr  agMi  the  fon&>tio(K  of  thtt  phce,  which  1m  cBnied  by  it 

mdtian-      fmit,  though  M  HMbii  and  his  troops  that  defrndeJ  the  tiom 

*<fj«  •w*r  difputcd  every  inch  »f  ground.     Tliia  jtax^  one  £</■  b^Ki  • 

AlHAhtbi  ,^M  againft  hb  mafter  ^.Urt^  ££ii  TaUk  i»  Efyft  <. 

rnxdiakti       I"  ^^  Z^gth  year  of  die  ■HejrA,  cownendng  ^n/p  sri^ 

iu  M^W  882,  jtiMtWMfftkixi»f^»AJiH*bib  widi  unparallded  hrvnr^ 

«  /fc'r^     and  had  inorely  defeated  him,  had  he  not  been  wDuAded  ii 

lim.        the  bmaft  b^  an  airow,  which  oUiged  bin  to  redre  outof  Ac 

heat  (rf  the  adioa,  and  to  found  a  ittreat.     However,  at  Cms 

at  be  was  cured  of  bit  wound,  he  advanced  a  third  time  t»  M 

Mabiftiy  made  hioifelf  mailer  of  that  mctrapoMs,  threw  dowi 

the  indls  that  bad  been  raifed  again  by  tbe  Ze^am  prina^ 

put  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  and  carried  •  viA 

iwnber  of  diem  away  with  bhn  into  captivity.  Tbe  Quae  y^, 

LUi  wtnt  ovdr  to  Al  Mtwafftk,  and  engaged  upon  oeitiift 

conditioni  to  aA  againll  hia  former  mafter  Atmud  Ebm  Tik 

Soon  after  which,  Al  Mnunffik  cauied  Abmtd  to  be  pahBcfclf 

corfed  in  all  die  molques  of  BegMM  and  Irat ". 

AIMow-      The  nextyear,  being  die  ayoth  of  the  HyVa,  begiiwiag 

tSe^pviijgiy  nth,  883,  ^/.44«t'<r{f«i  penetrated  »ain  toAiMMfs^ 

AIf^bibap,^gj  hmfclf  of  that  city,  demoliflicdi^/AiM'spKUce  tha« 

T*!**""" fciwd  opon  hii  family,  and  font  them  to  SarraMam-my ;  tha^ 

.     *,.     that  rebel  and  ufurper,  who  bad  made  fucb  haTodc  in  the 

trifmtr      A^'fl*"*  empire,  himfelf  fiiund  means  to  efope.     Howttcn 

mni  eat'i    ^  Mmaffek  purfued  him  into  tbe  province  of  jflntfaa,  aai 

tff  hip      intircly  defeated  the  Oianered  feroes  that  he  had  rallied  then 

^d.        Aa  for  Jl  Ifaiit  himfelf,  he  now  fell  into  tbe  hands  of  At 

vi^DTi  vrba  ordared  his  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  ouriDd  upoB 

As  peint  of  a  lance  thivegh  a  great  part  of  the  regiiHi  whofe 

Rpi^  he  had  fo  long  diflurbed.     After  which,  he  fant  it  hf 

his  fon  Al  Mt'tadhid  Bi'Ua  to  BagMAd,  where  it  was  ea- 

pofed  to  public  view,  and  then  fixed  upon  one  of  the  gatci  of 

the  city.  haAlHab'ii  (irft  appeared  inarms  againft  the  Jnwljf 

the  a6th  of  ftamaddn,  in  the  year  of  thcjHfjra  255,  andwia 

put  to  death  the  fecond  of  Safer  270,  he  reigitcd  over  the 

Ztnjiamit  that  had  rendered  tbemfelvcs  fo  formidable  to  tm 

•  Abv  Jaafar  AlTabar.  ALMAKin,ubifup.  p.  170, 171. 
IiM.  Abvlfed.  in  cbron.  ad  ao.  He}.  267.  D'Hesbel.  bibiicKh. 
orient,  ubi  fup.  Chronic.  Cantab rigienf.  ubi  fup.  Rodbric.  To> 
LETAN.ubifup.  <  Abu  Jaafab  At.  Tabar.    At 

Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  171.  EvTYCH.  ubi  fup,  p.  4.70— 473. 

■  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabar.  Al  MAKiii.ubi  Tup.  p.  171,  171. 
lurvM.  ubi  fuf,  p.  46S,  469.   Abvlfeu,  ad  ao.  269. 

Kha- 


3.  a;  fie  f^fiery  of  the  Arabs;  ^8i 

B^baHfi,  about  fourteen  yean  and  four  manh).  fiy  the  lift  ." 
bridory,  which  was  complete,  ^  ^ouitf^i  acquired  the  glo- 
rious title  of  Al  Nafir  l.idatllaht  or  ^/  Najftr  Lediniiiab,  that 
i  s,  the  prote3or  of  /^n,  or  Mokammedifm }  which  was  given 
him  by  the  KbahfAl  Mu'tamttL,  his  brother;  and  he  continued 
fto  govern  theXiieli/at  under  that  title  to  the  time  of  his  death". 

The  fame  year  died  Jhnud  Elm  TeUn^  on  the  i8th  of  Ahmed 
^bt^thajja^  or,  as  Ibme  will  have  it,  the  1 8th  of  Dbu'liaada,  £fan  To- 
in  Egypt,    It  has  been  obfcrved  by  Al  Mek'tity  that,  when  he  K^  £**•. 
'W9&  at  the  point  of  death,  he  lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and 
Aid,  *'  O  Lord  I  forgive  thy  fepant,  whofc  load  of  guilt  is 
*'  too  great  for  him  to  comprehend,  and  {hew  thyfclf  merdfiil 
*'  to  him  at  the  time  of  his  death."     He  left  behind  him  33 
ions,  one  of  which,  named  Khamarawiyab^  fucceeded  him  ia 
^ic  dynally  he  had  founded.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  a  ftrid 
obTerver  of  jullice,  and  of  fo  charitable  a  difpofltion,  that  he 
gave  away  every  month  in  alms  300,000  £nart.     He  diftri* 
buted  likewife  every  month  amongtl  the  ecdefiaAics  of  tiie 
beft  repute  looo  diadn,  and  fpent  the  (ame  fum  in  his  kitchen 
every  day.    Some  authors  write,  that,  during  the  time  he 
prcflded  over  Egypt,  he  fent  to  Baghdad,  to  be  diftributed 
amongft  men  of  learning  and  probity,  as  likewife  the  poor 
and  the  Gdc,  no  lels  than  2,260,000  dinars.    He  left  in  the 
treafury  at  )Us  death  10,000,000  ^nars ;  which,  confidering 
the  money  he  fpent  and  gave  away  in  his  life-time,  was  a  pro^ 
digious  ftun.     His  feivants  and  Haves  amounted  to  7000,  hia 
horfcs  to  the  fame  number,  his  mules  and  camels  to  8ooo« 
and  his  war-horfes  to  300.     All  this  was  hia  own  peculiar 
property,  and  bore  no  relation  to  the  public.     The  revenue 
of  Egypt  in  his  time,  if  we  will  believe  jfbu  Jaafar  Al  Tahari^ 
did  not  fill  fbort  of  300,000,000  £nan,    NotwithAandtng 
hu  good  qualities,  be  is  reported  to  have  been  extremely 
cruel,  and  guilty  of  a  vaft  eSlilion  of  human  blood  ;  having 
either  put  to  de^,  or  ftarved  in  prifon,  at  leaft  18,000  per- 
fons.    Seventeen  foni,  and  as  many  daughters,  not  thirty- 
three  fons,  as  fome  writers  affirm,  furvivea  him,  according  to 
AMl'Farej.     At  Hafan  Ebn  Zeid,  one  t^  Ait's  defendant), 
who  hid  reigned  near  twenty  years  in  Tabrffian,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  brother  Mobammtd  Ehn  Ziid,  Mahamitud  £6* 
Ifiiak Ebn Jaafar  AlSagattiyU^A  DavidEbn  Ali  AlEifabdni, 
a  celebrated  Imdm,  who  denied  any  al&miUtion  of  Goo  to  cre- 
ated beings,  died  likcwife  this  year  '.  2h 
'  Abu  jAAFiia  AlTabak.  Al  Makik,  ntn  fup.  p.  171,  tf^' 
Gtto.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubiftip.  p.44t.  Euttch.  ubifnp.  p.468i 
469.  Abulnbd.  ad  an.  370.  D'Hibbei..  Biblloih.  orient,  ubi  fop. 
■  Abv  Jaafab  Al  Tabar.   Al  Makih»  ubi  fup.  p,  173., 
Gtio.  Abu'l-Fara],  ubi  fup.   Eutych.  ubi  fup.  p.  472—47$. 
MtD.HiiT.VoL.il.                  .Hi                   D'Hbr. 


4l2  n»  ISfimj  V  '^  AtaU  BlI: 

76/Khi-      Ir  tfie  271ft  yeic  of  ^i^Vo,  conaMMtae  jtew ^  ' 

Xififirtti  884,  a  fiwirp  am  bloody  eagageiKcm  happeaM  between  ikc 

Mfeatid    KhaHfi  farces*  corainanded  by  M  MaoMffdti  fon,  and  tkife 

i/  /i^  aff£  KbMKarawiyah,  who  lud  made  «rv  iiruptioi  into  Sjm 

Khama.    Tbi*  battle  w»  fought  between  M  Rami*  a»t  Z)/Mi&^  a 

lawi/ah.  J)amafait.     Khamarawifai  was  cha^jed  fo  body  in  1^  k- 

giami^  of  the  adioD,  that  his  awn  b<^sn  to  give  way ;  1901 

which  he  fled  with  great  ipree'nwUtioii  even  to  tbc  bordcn  gf 

Egypt*  taking  for  granted  that  cveiy  thing  waa  lcA>    &<  bii 

troops,  not  having  been  ifipiieed  of  tbeir  ^eral'i  ffighi,  tf- 

terwaids  rallied,  and  gained  a  comfA^c  viS<»y.     TbiiRiT, 

died  Tiiran  Bint  At  Hafrn  Bin  Sabtl,  the  wife  cflbtii^ 

M  Mam^  aa  we  leam  ham  A^  y<"^^f  ^^  Tai«ri  1. 

Natbiitg        Th£  bikiwing  year,  being  the  272^  of  the  A^«,  p^ 

rtmark-    ^uced  no  memorable  event  in  tbc  Mtfitm  empire.    Smm- 

abhbap-  mwm^  having  won  the  hearts  of  his  fubje&bykiimada' 

fntJtht   gentw  admiaiSralioa,  though  he  was  now  but  twta^-t» 

/t/lnuing  years  of  age,  and  ke^  on  foot  a  lar^  body  of  tioopi  ifaa  he 

yt^r.         couJd  intiicly  depend  upon,  Ai  Mtwaffik  found  it  impgfllr 

to  make  any  impreffion  upon  Egypt  the  prctcnt  yeai;    B«fac 

the  condunon  of  it,  a  perlbn  of  difiinSion  wat  tent  b»t^ 

imp^i^  court,  to  rzofom  the  Syracufans  that  had  been  t^ 

[nUbnen  by  the  African  Mafimt  about  fix  or  fevea  yew  ^ 

fore  '. 

Mohim-       During  the  whole  courfc  of  the  273d  year  of  the fljrt 

med  Ebn  the  Kbtdlf  AiMt'tamid  gave  himfelf  up  intirdy  to  iDtWoa 

Abd'al-     juij  ^afure ;  16  that  Ai  M-noafftk  abne  held  the  icioi  (f  ikc 

nhmia     Mojem  empire.    However,  he  could  neither  regain  ii«- 

*" !"       flKt  nor  Egypt.    Abu  Dawd  Saiiman  AI  Stj^ani  and  M>in^ 

«'P»"'-        a«J  Ein  r^zid  Ebn  Majab  AI  Kawmi,  two  faiw"  i«* 

authors,  as  alfo  Khaltd  Ebn  Abnudy  who  had  been  goww 

of  Kbtrafinj  departed  this  life,  the  prcfcrt  year,    ^^f^ 

fiime  time,  died  MthammedEbn  Jb^eb-abman,  the  ^^* 

Spain,  at  Cirdube,  in  the  6oth,  or,  according  to  AkWr 

who  ftiltt  him  the£ffHV  of  ^ii«/ij(ia,in  the65th,  jw««^ 

age,  and  the  55th  of  his  reign.     B^ng  walking  in  '"*'?r 

gardens,  a  little  before  his  death,  one  of  the  fofdio*^" 

guards  faid  to  him,  "  What  fine  gardens  are  d>efc  dat «    ; 

••  walk  in,  how  beautiful  is  the  prcfent  day,  and  *'?*''. 

•'  ligHtfuI  age  would  this  be,  were  it  pofiHc  lo  »™'^i?'J 

•«  anefted  by  death  !"  To  which  the  JCiwa/"replied. "  1*" 

D'Herbel.  Biblioth.  orient,  nbi  fup.  Not.  MS.  ad  G(tg-  A""^  1 
Faraj,  p.  272.  apQd  Jo^n.  Swibtohom,  A.  M.  Oxoa.  Arti"  1 
PED.  inchroo.  adait.  Hej.  270.  »  Abv  Jaaf**  A''^^    ) 

*?'•  ■  EwTTCH.  obi  fop.  p,  476— 479.  Cb*  **    I 

CantabrigienT.  ubi  fup.  u  nt 


**  ut  miftaken  in  ihf  laft  remaik ;  Jince,  had  It  not  been  for 
•«  death,  I  fliould  never  have  fwayed  the  MoJUm  fceptre  of 
**  Spain."  He  left  thirty-three  fons  behind  him.  Jl  Men~ 
dery  his  ruccefibr,  one  of  them,  was  at  the  baths  of  Al/ntria 
^vhen  the  KbalifvxfinA ;  but,  upon  receiving  advice  of  bis 
father*!  deceafe,  he  poAed  away  with  all  poffible  celerity  to 
Cfdnhttt  and  afi:ended  the  throne  there  in  the  43d  year  of  his 
^e». 

The  next  year»  being  the  274th  of  the  Htjra,  the  KhaltfAn  aOrM 
jil  Mt'tanti  purlucd  the  fame  courfe  of  life,  and  left  the  go-  htt^ttn 
vemment  of  the  Khalifat  intlrely  to  his  brother  yfl  Mowafftkjht  Cbri- 
Tbis  year,tbere  was  an  a£bon  in  Sicily  between  the  Chrijtiam^^''^* «"' 
and  liie  African  MifUmty  as  we  learn  from  the  CambTtigt''*'  Mof- 
Cbrmacan ;  but  whether  or  no  any  advantage  accrued  from'""*- 
thence  to  dthcrof  the  contending  parties, we  are  not  certainly 
inforned  ''. 

In  the  275th  year  of  the  Hejra,  Khamarawiyah  received  ad-  fti  iranf- 
vicct  that  one  Mohammed  Ehn  xiiwadad^  called  by  fome  au-  aaiem  af 
thors  Aht^l  Sej,  had  talccn  poft  at  Damefrus  with  a  powerful/^/o/- 
■miy;  upon  which,  he  allcmbled  all  his  forces,  and  made^i'^'V 
the  ivoper  difpofiuons  for  a  march,  in  order  to  attack  him^'^* 
This  year.  At  Mnva^ek  fent  his  fon  to  prifon,  and  confined 
him  there,  till  he  was  feized  by  that  ficlcnefs  which  pat  a  pe- 
riod to  his  days.  About  the  fame  time,  Abu  Sa'id  AlHefiin 
Mhtt  AlHafan  Ebn  AbdaUab,  a  famous  grammarian  and  phi- 
lologer,  departed  this  life.  The  machine  of  government  at 
Sarra  Manraj  was  moved  in  the  fame  manner  this  year  as 
the  preceding.  Al  Mondar  behaved  with  great  liberality  and 
munificence  to  his  fubjeds  in  Spairty  and  even  remitted  the 
taxes,  or  tenths,  paid  by  the  people  of  Carduba ;  notwitbftand- 
ing  which,  they  rebelled  againA  bim.  This  fo  exafperated 
him,  that  he  icfolved  to  uke  vengeance  of  them  for  their  in- 
latitude,  as  well  as  their  disobedience.  But  he  died  on  hia 
inarch  to  their  city,  befort  he  could  cany  his  defign  into  exe- 
cutioo.  He  reigned  only  two  years,  and  left  fix  fons  and 
feven  daughters  behind  hun.  However,  the  army  ele£)cd  Ab- 
tallabf  his  brother,  in  prejudice  to  his  dJeft  fon,  to  fucceed 
him.  As  iboo  as  the  people  oi  Carduba  were  apprized  of  this, 
they  opened  their  gates  to  the  new  Khalif  and  met  with  a 
favoarid)le  reception  from  him.  After  which,  he  buried  his 
brother,  the  deceafed  Khalifa  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  hia  high 
rank,  and  prefided  above  twenty-five  years  over  the  Mifkms 
in  Spain  c. 

'KnoHiiBMia,  Ropsaic.  Tolitan.  obifnp.    Abulpeb.  in 
cfanKi.adaB,Hij.  373.  *•  Kbondbmir.  Chronic  Sic  Canta- 

brigieiif.  ubi  fop.  '  Evtych.  ufci  fup.  Advi-fid.  adan. 

Hq.  175.   RoDcaic.  ToLBTAN.  ubi  fup.  c  zxix.  p.  ij. 
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jbijibafi       The  following  year,  bcine  the  276th  of  die  Hejra^  Kba~ 
»/ thtytarmaratuijah  Ebn  ylfmedEbn  Teiwi  led  nis  arm]?  againft  Jdehtam- 
276.         r>ud  Ebn  Dlwadid,  or  Jbu'l  SAj,  and  overdirew  him  in  a  ^cat 
battleat   :i Bathnta,  not  ht  horn  the Qity  of Dama/eia i  after 
which,  he  advanced  to  y//  Rakia  upon  the  Et^rata^  and 
made  himtelf  maftcrof  that  place.     Having  annexed  fererd 
large  provinces  to  his  former  dominions,  and  left  fome  of  hk 
friends  that  he  could  confide  in  to  prefide  over  them,  be  re- 
turned into  Egypt,  the  principal  part  of  hif  empire,  ^^tdt 
now  extended  from  the  Euphratis  to  the  borders  of  Nuhia  and 
EthUpiat   The  fitics  ^  Ltflon^  SevlUe,  &c.  in  SpMn,  rebdied 
this  year  againll  /fbd'allah  Ebn  Mehammtd  Ebx  AbJ'alrabiniit, 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  there,   at  the  infligation  of  Oaur 
EbnAlHafaa,  who  headed  the  troops  of  thofe  rebellious  otiOL 
But  Abd^aliah  having  aflembled  s  numerous  army,  in  fxrAavt 
reduce  diem  to  his  obedience,  they  thought  lit  to  lay  down 
their  arms;  upon  which,  ^^i'ii//ii;&  received  them  into  favour, 
and  pardoned  Omar  Ebn  jH  Ha/an,  who  had  firft  excited  dietn 
to  a  revolt.     The  civil  difTenfions  and  intefHnc  brotb  tlm 
reigned  in  Seville^  which  had  occafioned  no  fmall  effii6on  of 
blood,  greatly  facilitated  the  fubmillion  and  redu^on  of  ihic 
jjace.     About  this  time,  died  Abialm&c  Ebn  MohammtiA 
Rakajhi,  and  Jbd'ailab  Ebn  Moflem,  a  celebrated  Mtbammt- 
<i!i7«  author.     The  jfjrican  M»pems  ntiie  themfelves  mafleis 
of  an  imperial  fleet,  and  put  5000  imperialifts  to  the  fword, 
SitMtiazza  in  Sidiy;  after  which,  the  inhabitants  of  tbattown 
fied  to  Rtggio  in  Calabria^  the  prefcnt  year  ■<. 
Jrthtl-        The  next  year,  being  the  277th  of  the  Hejra,  Al Mta- 
lin  in       affek  piefided  over  the  Khalifat  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  bad 
Spain.       done  the  preceding  years;  j^  J^«Varn«^  not  concerning  him- 
felf  at  all  in  the  affairs  of  government.     Omar  Ebn  jti  Htftn 
rebelled  again  in  Spain ;  cutting  off  the  heads  of  feveral  com- 
mandants of  towns,  and  committing  other  outrages  in  varimn 
parts.     However,  he  was  at  laft  driven  by  Abialleb  out  of 
the  Mojlem  territories,  and  obliged  to  fly  to  the  Cbri/Hans  for 
refuge  i  when,  in  order  to  ingratiate  himfelf  the  more  with 
them,  he  is  faid  by  R^deric  to  have  been  baptized,  and  made 
,  profeflion  of  the  Chrijiian  faith.     We  are  told  by  the  Cam- 
bridge Chroniceft,  that  the  Sicilian  Moflemi  fell  upon  the  Afrx- 
cam,  and  cut  to  pieces  Al  Tiwali,  one  of  their  chief  com- 
manders, in  March,  this  year  •. 

'  D'Herbbl.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  638.  RoDBxte.  Toletai. 
ttbi  fup.  Chron.  Sic.  Cant,  et  Joan.  Baft.  CARutv  ubi  fop.  p.  7. 

■  Khonoemir,  RoDiRic.ToLBTAH,  It CJuoaic. Stc Cuiabr. 
«t.jaA».BAPT.CAiLV3,  obi  fup. 
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Thi  following  year,  being  the  278th  of  the  Hejra,  begin-  Al  Mow- 
ning  April  15th,  891,  AlMoviaffek  B^i:ahie^zcXeA  this  life  at  •Stk.  ditt. 
Sarra  Manray,  on  fVtdnefday,  the  z  i  ft  of  the  month  Safari  and 
"was  fuccecded  by  his  fon  Abu'l  Abbas  £in  Al  Mtmisfftk,  fur- 
named  Al  Mo*tatUd  Bi'/lah,  in  his  poft  of  prime  miiiiltcr,  or 
f^ifir.  With  regard  to  his  charafler,  Al  Mnuaffek  has  been 
greatly  celebrated  by  the  Arab  hiftoriuis,  who  reprefent  him 
as  a  pnfon  of  fuperior  m^nanimity,  naturally  brave,  liberal, 
and  thoroughly  vcrfed  in  the  art  of  government.  He  uled  to 
fay^  *'  I  always  behold  my  friends  in  the  fame  light  as  my 
*'  brothers,  and  would,  if  it  could  be  done  with  fuSicient 
"  prc^riety,  copfer  upon  them  the  fame  appellation."  Al 
Mt'tatUi  Billob  had  as  great  an  afccndant  over  the  Kbalif  as 
his  father  1  lb  that  it  is  no  wonder  he  Ihould  be  able  fo  cafily 
to  exclude  Aljaafar,  Al  Mt'tame^s  ion^  from  the  fuccelGon, 
and,  after  his  nominal  mailer's  death,  to  fix  himfclf  upon  the 
Alifltm  throne  '. 

Thb  Karmatiata^  a  feft  which  bore  an  inveterate  malice  7"^/  Km- 
againft  the  Mehammtdam,  began  firft  to  raife  difturbanccs  in  matiHDf 
tbc empire  this  year.  Their  origin  is  not  fo  well  known  j  but/f/'^f'^ 
Che  common  tradition  is,  that  a  poor  fellow,  whom  fome  call  ^'fl'^'>'- 
Karmata,  came  from  Khiztflan  to  the  villages  near  Cifa,  and  ff "w  "<- 
there  feigned  great  fan£»ityand  ftriftnefsof  life,  and  that  God  f*^^ 
had  injoined  him  to  pray  fifty  times  a  day ;  pretending  alfo  to  '    "" 
invite  people  to  the  obedience  of  a  certain  Imam  of  the  family  ° 
of  Mtbammtd:  and  this  way  of  life  he  continued  till  he  had 
made  a  very  great  party,  out  of  whom  he  chofe  twelve,  as  his 
apoftles,  to  govern  the  reft,  and  to  propagate  his  doflrincs. 
He  alfo  alTumed  the  title  of  prince,  and  obliged  every  one  of 
his  earlier  followers  to  pay  him  a  dinar.    But  Al  Hatdam,  the 
governor  of  the  province,  finding  men  neglefted  their  work, 
and  their  hufttandry  in  particular,  to  fay  thofe  fifty  prayers  a 
day,  feizcd  the  fellow,  and,  having  put  him  in  prifon,  fwore 
that  he  fliould  die  {  which  being  overheard  by  a  girl  belonging 
to,lhe  governor,  (he,  pitying  the  man,  at  night  took  the  key  of 
the  dungeon  from  under  her  mafter's  head  as  he  flept,  and, 
having  let  the  prifoner  out,  returned  the  key  Xo  the  place 
whence  (he  had  it.     The  next  morning  the  governor  found 
the  bird  flown ;  and  the  accident  being  publickly  known  raifed 
great  admiration,  his  adherents  giving  it  out  that  God  had 
taken  him  into  hcann.     Afterwards  he  appeared  in  another 
province,  and  decUrcd  to  a  great  number  of  people  be  had  - 
got  about  him,  that  it  was  not  in  tht  power  of  any  to  do  him 

TEuTrcu.  abifep.  p.47S,479.    Gkia  Abo'l-FaKaj,  ubi 
fap.  p.  271,  Aau  Jaafak  Al  Tabak.  Al  Makini  ubi  fup,  p. 
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hurt;  notwithftandmg  which,  his-counge  falling  bim,  lie  re- 
tiro]  into  Syria,  and  was  not  heard  of  any  more.  During  liii 
abode  in  that  country,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  etitertuned  bf 
,  «  man  called  Karmatieh,  from  whom  hit  name  Karmata  «« 
derived.  Others,  however,  rdate,  that  the  Kermatiaitt  vm» 
very  clofe  and  in  exceeding  fmall  charaftera,  contmy  to  the 
manner  of  AiiArabAfefiemt,  amongft  whom  the  C4ficx^an3a 
l^evatlcd,  who  ufrd  large  letten,  and  left  a  cnnfid^blc  fpace 
iietween  their  lines ;  arS  thn  from  thic  cuftom  tbcy  derived  te 
name.of Karmtttiani ;  Ktrmath yor Karmat,  amongft tlie Awfc, 
denoting  that  manner  of  writing.  Be  that,  however,  at  k  ^D, 
this  fed  continued  and  increafed,  after  the  foundered  it  iffip- 
fKarcd;  pretending  that  their  raafler had  manifcfied  himmfto 
be  a  tnie  prophet,  and  had  Idttiiem  a  new  law, wherein  be  hid 
changed  the  ceremonies  and  form  of  prayer  ufed  by  i^KAfafemt 
and  introduced  a  new  kind  of  faft}  and  thatbe  had  alio  allowed 
them  to  drink  wine,  and  difpenfcd  with  feverd  diings  con- 
manded  by  the  KorSn,  They  iilcewife  turned  (he  precepts  of 
that  book  into  allegory ;  teaching  that  prayer,  was  die  fyinbd 
of  obedience  to  their  /wn,  and  fafUng  that  of  f^ence,  or 
concealing  theu*  dogms  from  Grangers.  They  alfo  bdievH 
fiirnication  to  be  die  fui  of  infiddity ;  and  the  guih  thcnof  tt 
be  incurred  by  thofe  who  revealed  the  myfleries  <tf  their  n£> 
gion,  OS  paid  not  a  blind  t^dience  to  their  dtief.  Tbey  ae 
faid  to  have  produced  a  book,  wherein  was  written,  amoovl 
Other  things,  /« tbt  namf  if  the  m^  mtrdfid  God.  A1  m- 
laj  Ebn  OthmSn  if  thi  twon.  ofS^iiant  faith,  that  Chrwt 
appeared  to  him  in  a  human  farm,  undfaid,  *'  Thou  art  thth- 
•*  viiatian:  thou  art  tbt  ^monfiration:  thtu  art  tht  eamd: 
*'  thou  art  tht  beaft  :  thcu  art  John  the  fm  e/'Zacfaarias  :  lAn 
art  the  Holy  Ghost."  The  (eA  of  the  Karmatians,  ac- 
ccnrding  to  fomc  writers,  fitft  began  to  appe&r  in  the  KbtSfit 
of  Wariiw  Ai  Rejf^d,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  in  that  tiM 
Afarmtn ;  but  their  leader  having  then  feon  difappeaied,  thn 
kept  themlelvcs  concealed ;  neither  acknowledging  any  parti- 
cular Imim,  nor  any  other  chief.  £hn  Shohnah  relates,  thtf 
diey  firft  excited  fome  commotioM  in  the  villages  and  town 
near  Ci/a,  in  the  275th  year  of  the  Hejra ;  and  that  tbej 
were  headed  by  a  man  named  Ker/a,  who  often  twanged  fas 
fituBtion  and  place  of  abode,  and  was  fb  effe£luaily  ctmceakd 
by  his  ftJIowers,  that  he  could  never  be  difcovered  by  any  of 
i^cKhaiSfi  officers  who  were  fent  in  qncft  of  htm.  gim- 
dfmir  writes,  that,  in  many  paitieutan,  tUs  fed  agfced  wiA 
that  of  1/mae!  Elm  Jaafar  Al  Sadek^  the  fixth  Imam ;  that 
they  did  net  Temple  eatmg  many  thiiu;i  forbidden  by  the  AA. 
hammtdaH\vni  and  that  they  believed  angch  to  be  die  fiiendi, 
direflon,  and  guardians  of  mankind^  and  evil  demom  Saai 
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■Boft  invetente  enemies,  (hat  were  continaaUy  meditadag 
Cfaeir  ^i^xvSbou.  The  Karm^iinis  pretend,  thu  Christ 
repealed  co  che  ■bove-mentioaed  AiFaivj  Ehn  OtbmSnt  tint 
tte  pc*jec  bdbne  liin-T&  ought  to  be  performed  widi  two  in- 
^eBicvkdons,  and  that  before  fun-fet  with  two  more ;  aod 
tint  they  ought  to  fad  twice  a  year,  v/z.  oq  die  days  Mihijditt 
or Mibrjim^ -and  ^/ Mrifz,  that  »,  the  i6th day  ofdw  Ptrfiaa 
month  Mibr,  and  the  firft  day  of  the  year.  From  the  year 
«f  the  l/ejre  K76,  the  Karaatiatis^  under  Teveral  leaaen, 
raive  almoft  contiiiual  diftvrbance  to  ,  the  Khtiltfs,  and  tlieir 
ASebammedaii  fubje£ts,  Ibr  feverat  yean ;  commitdnc  great 
dhbrden  and  outrages  in  ChaUea,  Arabia,  Syria,  mA  Mejip*' 
tamo,  and  at  kn^h  eKablifliing  a  confidcrable  prindpaiityi, 
dw  power  whereof  was  in  its  meridian  in  the  reign  of  Aiu 
I>heiHry  famous  for  his  taking  of  Meeea,  and  the  indigiuties 
by  him  ofiered  to  lAx  temple  there,  but  which  declined  loon 
«Acr  his  time,  and  came  to  nothing.  Mmtaff'tk  died  of  die 
Icprofy,  or  ckpfaantkilis,  according  to  AMftda  and  Jbu'l- 
Faraj^  a  little  before  the  KMrmatians  b^;an  to  difturb  the  re- 
aofe  of  the  M«flem  empire.  He  could  not  forbear  faymg,  in  > 
nil  laft  illae6,  that  of  100,000  men,  whom  be  commanded, 
not  one  was  as  miferable  as  himfelf.  After  that  general's  de- 
ceafe,  bis  fon  /tbi^l  Abbas  Al  M^tatUJ  iaccetded  him,  with 
the  ttnanimouK  approbation  of  all  the  ofliceis  of  the  aimy^wbo 
likewife  acknowleged  his  right  to  the  crown  after  Ai  Mo'ts- 
m£dy  by  the  ej^irefe  command  of  the  KhaUf.  We  muft  nat 
forget  to obferve,  XhM  Ahmtd  Ebn  MtbammeJ  AlT^bi,  fx\ivx  • 

or  ^ief  of  the  Kanaatiaiis,  t^ligcd  every  one  of  his  fubje^tt, 
or  followers,  to  pay  him  yearly,  by  way  of  tribute,  xdinar  s. 

The  next  year,  being  the  279*  of  the  Hejra,  commenc-  'TbtXtOi- 
ing  April  3d,  892,  the  KheUfAl  Me'tamtdA'itd  at  Baghdad,  Uf  Al 
Ae  igth  of  Rajtb,  being  then  about  fifty  years  of  age.     The  Mo'ta- 
Jay  before,  he  had  drank  to  great  excels,  and  at  ni^t  eaten  »i^  diu, 
a  much  larger  fupper  than  ufual;  which  proved  fatal  tahifn* 
as  before  morning  he  expired.     Some  of  the  authors,  bow- 
ever,  fiirflowed  by  M.  D'Herbtlet,  rdate,  that  he  died  of  « 
j<iuinancy,  and  that  he  was,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  fifty 
years  and  fix  months  old.  This  Khaltfww  extremely  anached 
to  his  [Jeafures  {  fo  that  be  left  the  management  of  bis  affairs 
ifltinly  to  others.     He  was  pafionately  fond  of  mufic,  and  not 
unacquainted  with  letters.  Hequitted  thecityof^'arra^dffni^, 
and  fuced  his  refidoict  for  fome  time  at  Bepidad;  tho'  he  was 

I  GtBO.  AivVPasa],  ubi  fgp.  p.  274,  27;.  Abu  JaapaK 
Ac  TaBak.  AlMaxik,  ubifup.  p.  174,  i;j,  iji.  EbhShoh- 
MAH,  Abulfsd.  inchrDQ.  ad  an.  Hq.  Z77.  KnoHDEMia,  Not. 
MS.-  ad  Greg.  Abu'l-Far^,  p.  376.  apiid  Joan.  SnriNTOK.  A.  M. 
OxomiMs.  D'Hiaiit.  Bwioth.  arieoL  an.  Canmub,f.  (56,357. 
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buried,  according  to  the  befl  of  the  Arab  writers  3X  6ie  ftc- 
mer  df  thofe  places.  During  the  CDUife  of  tventy-thiee  ycaa 
reign,  Al  Mnaafftk  and  bis  fon  Al  Mitadtd  depnTcd  him  ab- 
foluteiy  of  his  authority,  leaving  him  only  ^le  bare  oanacii 
Khalif;  infomuch  that  when  he  once  afked  of  his  brother  300 
dindri,  that  fmall  fuin  was  refufed  him.  Howerer,  the  Aiif- 
Umt  in  general  were  very  well  pleafed  with  Al  Mavaaff^t  a4> 
mi n titration.  Al  Mt'tamed  was  a  little  fwarthy,  of  x  good 
Aature,  had  a  comely  face,  a  lai^  head,  a  kw  beard,  aod 
a  forehead  %  little  pitted  with  the  fmal]  pox.  Both  hia  hair 
and  his  beard  were  greyer  than  ufual  in  one  of  his  age  He 
loved  gaming  and  cheaiful  converfation,  as  well  as  eatii^  and 
drinking,  to  a  great  degree ;  whence  'tis  no  wonder  he  i£o*U 
have  been  toO  indolent  to  apply  Jiimfelf  to  the  a&ira  of  go- 
vernment. In  this  Khalif 's  reio;n  flourilhed  Jaefar  Ebm  M^ 
bammed  Abu  Maajhar  Al  Baliit,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  Aliumafar,  Al  Mawa^ei'a  aftrok^er,  who  attead- 
cd  him  when  he  beficgcd  a  body  of  the  Zenjiam  troops  in 
Bajra.  This  Abu  Maajhar,  when  he  lived  at  Bmghdid^ 
was  an  enemy  to  Abu  Yufif  Taiii  Ehn  IJbai  M  Ka£, 
and  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  people  of  that  city  ^inft 
him,  becaufe  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  i^ilo^ifay. 
But  Al  Ktndi  havipg  found  a  perfon  who  prevailed  upon  bin 
to  learn  arithmetic  and  geometry,  which  he  left  for  the  fake  0^ 
,  aftrology,  before  he  had  made  a  very  contiderable  progrefe  tm 
them,  he  ceafed  to  perfecute,  or  ^ve  any  farther  molcflatkn 
•  to,  that  celebrated  fcholar.     Ahu  Aiaafitar,  a  man  of  fine 

para,  and  an  excellent  dirpofition,  arrived  at  great  flcill  ii 
afh-ology,  tho'  a  ftrangcr  even  to  the  rudiments  of  that  ait 
when  he  was  forty'tcven  years  of  age,  and  wrote  fcveral  trea- 
tifes  upon  it,  held  in  vw  repute  amongft  the  Arabs.  The 
Khalif  Al  Majfieti  ordered  him  to  be  fevcreiy  whipt,  becanfe 
an  event  that  he  had  foretold  adually  came  to  pafs;  which 
not  a  little  chagrined  him.  He  lived  to  be  above  lOOyeanc:^ 
^e,  and  died  at  Waftt.  He  was  accufed  of  drunkenneb,  aad 
ceneraily  troubled  with  an  epileptic  diforder  at  the  fiill  mooiL 
With  regard  to  Al  Kendi,  he  was  of  noble  extra^on,  and 
kom  at  Bafra.  His  father  IJhak  had  been  governor  of  C*/5i 
in  the  Khalifalt  of  Al  Mebdt  and  ffarUn  Al  Rafted.  This 
TokAb  Al  Ktndi  was  fo  lingularly  well  verfed  in  phytic,  natural 
philofopby,  aiithmetic,  dialei£bc  or  logic,  miuic,  geometry, 
and  aflrenoDiy,  and  wrote  fo  many  famous  books  in  moft  of 
,  thofe  fciences,  that  he  infinitely  excelled  all  the  MoJUms  d 
his  age  in  the  knowlegc  of  thofe  branches  of  literature,  and 
was  the  only  one  of  them  that  merited  the  honourable  ritic  (^ 
philufopher.  Kofta  Ebn  Luka  Al  Baalirii,  a  Chrijlian  philo- 
£)pher,  and  his  cotemporary,  rendered  himfcIf  exceeding  ft- 
3  mous 
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■nous  bjr  travelling  over  a  confiderable  part  of  Ae  imperial 
Scfritories,  and  purchaluig  of  the  Greekt  a  multitude  of  booiu, 
^vhlch  he  brought  with  him  firfl  into  Syria,  and  afterwards 
into  Irak,  where  he  was  employed  in  tranflating  fome  of  the 
snoft  ufehil  of  them  out  of  Grttk  into  Arabic,  Several  pieces 
written  in  a  compendious,  though  mofl  excellent,  method 
by  this  learned  authorwere  extant  in  the  days  ai  Mu'i-Faraj. 
vfe  are  alfa  told,  that  Sinhartb  invited  him  into  Armtnia^ 
-nrhere  he  kept  him  till  his  death,  and  afterwards  erected  over 
him  a  maufoleum,  or  ftately  monument,  in  order  to  dcmon- 
-Arate  to  future  ages  the  high  r^ard  be  bad  for  him.  In  hne, 
he  was  looked  upon  as  the  greateft  fcholar  of  the  age,  and  fa- 
mous for  cxpreGSng  his  vaft  fiow  of  fentiments  in  a  concile 
and  eng^ng  manner  ^. 

It  appears  from  an  oriental  hiftorian,  that,  in  the  reign  of  An  infer}' 
this  Khaitf,  and  the  year  of  the  Htjra  276,  there  were  ^und  ptiam  im 
in  a  place  oi  Syria  called  Ttl  Shmfy  that  is  to  fay,  tbt  lover'i  tmiatvm 
biil-,  as  alb  Ttl  Alfekiah,  thf  hili  ef  ctntradJs,  feven  tombs,  cbarman-t 
every  oiw  of  which  contained  a  body  extremely  well  preferred,  ^/^vertd, 
wbofc  (hroud  fcemed  quite  new,  and  emiued  a  very  grateful 
odour.     Amongft  thefe  feven  bodies  there  was  one  that  had 
belonged  to  a  young  man,  whole  viTagc,  and  particularly  the 
lips,  appeared  as  frefh  as  ihofe  of  a  living  perfon  who  had  juft 
drunk  a  draught  of  water.     Near  thefc  tombs  a  flone  was 
difcovered  that  greatly  lefembled  one  of  tbofe  which  arc  ufed 
to  fharpen  or  whet  any  iron  inilfument  upon.     This  ftone 
exhibited  an  infcription  drawn  up  in  characters  that  nobody 
could  decipber ;  tho'  the  Khaiif  ordered  a  large  number  of 
men  of  all  nations,  fe^s,  and  religions,  that  lived  vrithin  the 
limits  of  the  Aiefltm  empire,  to  be  alTembled  for  that  pur- 
pofc. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  KhaHfat  of  Jl  Mt'taratdy  Stepheh  g^^^l 
was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Antiecb,  and  died  on  the  very  day  rtimu-i- 
of  hii  confecratioD.     He  was  fucceeded  by  Tadds,  who  fat  in  ai/t 
that  lee  twenty  years.    In  the  tenth  year  of  his  reigii,  Eviia  i^nti, 
Ein  Manfur  was  advanced  to  the  patriarchate  of  jtrufaUm,  wethititr^ 
and  prellded  over  the  church  there  twertfy-nine  years.     Mi-  >'  "un- 
khaiytl  Ebtt  Saeam,  the  patriarch  of  Jiexaadria,  died  in  the  "'«*', »'» 
256th  vcar  of  the  Htjrat  was  buried  in  the  city  of  Bfirab,  and  'f''  Kh«- 
fucceeded  by  another  vl/fV^f/,  of  Greek  extiadion,  who  con-  '''""'''S"* 
tJnued  patriarch  of  ^i£cMn^/tf  thirty-four  years.     BaJiUuSythe 

*  Aau  Jaavak  Al  Tabari,  At  Maeik,  dIm  fop.  p.  17;. 
EvTYCB.  obi  fap.  p.  478,  479.  Gaio.  Abu'l-Fasaj,  ubi 
fup.  p.  27a,  273, 374.  IiM.  Abulped.  iachfon.  adao.  HCJ.Z79. 
Not.  MS.  ad  breg.  Abu'I  Faraj,  p.  S74.  apod  Joan.  Swimto- 
yuu,  A.M.  OxoRiiHi.  D'HEaBBuBiblotli.  orient,  art.  A/o'- 
tetuj,  p.  638.  .  1  Takikh  Al  Abba*. 
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Grnt  cmperAT,  likewife  died  in  tUs  prince's  miga ;  tvUiA 
ma^  nhy  for  hn  fon  Z,m  to  the  imperial  tfarone,  Who  ka 
been  digmlied  by  Eutychib  wkh  the  honourable  tide  of  a  -mit 
mtn  and  a  phimbpber.  In  ttie  8th  year  of  wtf  Mtl'lmmed,  <f 
die  263d  of  the^nr,  Sa'idE^  Batrii,  nrfao  hhd compkci 
the  6otb  year  of  his  see  wben  he  wu  promoted  to  die  p^n- 
ardiol  fee  of  ^AMmlnd,  and,  after  that  crent,  affianed  tkc 
nasra of  AniiEvtychiuty or  E/tjfiKuty-wtabom.  BafiStaie- 
■  paited  this  life  in  the  259^1  you-  of  the  Htjra,  according  H 
ibme  authon  oted  by  Ai  AiaUn,  and  his  fon  L*»  afcendcd  At 
imperial  throne  the  fame  year,  AlM^Umitti  pnndpd  co»- 
fcliors  were  ftKceffinly  Abia&ab  Ein  KbSim,  StUm^m  £fa 
Wahti,  Al  Haftn  Eht  MakhaUeiy  three  tisica,  S0 W  £i«  AiA- 
balUd,  and  Ahu'lfikar  Ebn  Ifnuul Eba  MUtci  hit  judges^ 
Hafm  Ein  Sahal  Ein  Mitl  Skawirih  and  jSnmd  Ebn  M-.  «rf 
hta  diamberiains  MAfa  Ehi  Btg^  and  hie  brether  ^«^- 
The  iolcriptton  of  his  feal  was,  H^fy  is  ht  wbu  rvaioa  m- 
^u^imfrtm  amthtr  maifstxcii^  K 
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Al  Mo'-  'T'HE  Eune  day  that  Al  MHamtd  died,  AbtCl  Mbis  AbmJ 
tad«d/r«-  ■■•  Al  Ma'tadtd  BfUab  Ehn  At  Mowaffek,  in  confequence  of 
tlaimtd  his  having  been  called  to  the  fucceffion  after  that  prince,  wu 
£halif.  laluted  sSallf.  His  mother's  name  was  DarSr,  or  Derar.  Sfa 
had  been  one  of  his  father  Al  Mnuaffel^i  concubines  ;  bid  ID 
what  country  Ihe  originally  belonged,  we  have  not  been  txM. 
A  profound  tranquillity  toolc  place  throughout  the  empire,  im- 
mediately after  his  acceHion ;  To  that  there  was  a  v^  {Jcnty 
of  provisions  and  neceflarics  of  al)  kinds  in  every  proviocc. 
Some  writers  pretend,  thai  Al  MiftaJedj  before  his  clerjttiae 
o  the  Kbailfat,  faw  a  perfon  in  a  dream  plunge  his  hand  into 
he  Tigrb,  and  inftandy  pull  it  out  again ;  upon  wTiicb,  that 
river  was  immediately  dried  up,  as  tho'  he  held  all  the  water 
of  it  in  his  hand ;  which  when  he  opened,  it  returned  to  its 
former  courfe.  TTiis  perfon  then  aftcd  him  whether  he  ltne» 
him }  and,  upon  his  anfwering  him  in  the  negative,  dilcovcied 
himfelf  to  be  Alt,  dcfiring  him  at  the  fame  time  to  he  kind  to 
his  family,  after  he  had  afcended  the  Mofltitt  throne.  AIM*'- 
tadeJ,  continue  thefe  authors,  promifed  him  he  would,  and 
was  afterwards  as  good  as  his  word.  For,  the  defcendants  of 
that  cflehrated  Imxn  enjoyed  a  large  Qiare  of  this  prince's  h' 
vours,  duriiw  the  whole  couriie  of  his  mat  '• 
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Tn  B  fame  year,  KhamMrnoiy^  Ein  /S>mid  Ei»TiStii  feM  Tht  Kha- 
^)«  Hofiin  E*K  Ah^aUah,  commonly  oriM  Ein  ^l  Jttffat^  n  I!f  ilt. 
4iia  embcMor,  frith  vcty  vsluiMe  prdents,  to  ftie  Mtfiem  ma*Ji 
«eiKt,  hi  order  to  prepofe  k  match  between  his  dsiighter  Ke-  Elumut- 
■^irmbmla  and  ^  Mt'todei'i  imM;  but  the  iT^*/;/,  hanng  wiyahV 
probttdy  received  a  pleifiag  acoeunt  of  the  y^tmg  \aA\'t,'V"*^ 
c4iaiai8,  deminded  hef  in  marriage  for  himfelf.   10  thi«  Khit-  '■  ***»^ 
fnarawiftS  not  only  gaw  his  confent,  but  teftified  liltewtfe  hit  "V* 
approbetion  of  hie  minifter's  condud  in  tranfftorti  of  joy. 
About  the  feme  time,  died  N^ifi-y  or  Neffir,  Al  Smnain,  m 
Kttrafuni  and  Mu  IJa  Bin  MthtnmudHbn  Ifa  Ebn  SawJa, 
a  celebrated  Imam,  and  the  author  of  the  gnat  colleAion  (riT 
-traditions.     ^b^alUh  Eia  Mthatmmd  Ehn  Ah^simhmSn  go- 
verned hie  fubje^  with  great  lenity  and  jiiftioe  ^is  year,  and 
<he  remaining  part  of  hii  reign,  in  Spain  ™. 

The  foKowing  yew,  being  the  iBorh  of  the  Hifm,  died  Al  l*o*- 
Jaafar^  the  Ton  of  Al  MaUtmifd  ;  and  Hamdin  E^n  HamdUn  taAed 
£bn  Al  Hirelh  Al  Ta'iabi,  one  of  the  Arab  Em'm  fettled  in  mtinfre- 
£>iyar  RebiM,  and  Ae  adjacent  terrttorica,  either  dire3Iy  n.paratwKt 
voltcd  againft  the  Kbaitf,  or,  by  joining  a  hody of  Cunb,*''*^* 
gave  umbrage  to  him.  That  prince,  therefore,  towards  the  "■o'™'! 
dofe  of  Hex  year,  fet  a  conliderable  anny  on  foot,  \r  order  to 
reduce  him  ". 

In  the  2Sift  year  of  the  Htjraj  beginning  March  itth,  anJgt/M 
894,  the  Aii^ycantetoanopcn  rupture  with //<nnAi)r.  Bt'ti^im* 
ing  informed  of  his  hoftile  intentions,  and  of  the  jundion 'of  biibaub, 
his  forces  mth  a  body  ofCurdi,  he  advanced  to  Mawfel  at  the 
bead  of  his  troops,  and,  in  his  march,  defeated  a  large  body 
of  the  enemy,  killed  a  great  number  of  them  upon  the  fpot, 
and  drove  nwft  of  the  reft  into  the  Zai,  a  river  that,  at  a 
'  fmall  diftance  itamMawfel  and  Ha^txa^  unites  its  ftream  mth 
that  of  the  lApii ;  who,  not  being  able  to  reach  thtt  oppo- 
fite  bank,  were  all  drowned.  From  M*nM  he  marched  to 
AiareMi,  or  JUaradln,  a  place  of  fome  flrength  belonging 
to  Hmmdiit,  in  which  he  had  pollod  his  Ton  with  a  garifon  to 
•defend  it  (  who  fuirendered  to  the  KhaBf  at  di&retion,  the 
day  after  be  prcfented  himlelf  before  it.  Al  Mt'tadidy  hav- 
ing poflefled  bimfelf  of  this  fortrcfs,  ordered  every  thing  va- 
huUe  in  it  to  be  carried  out,  levelled  it  with  the  gnnind,  and 
titen  returned  with  his  army  to  Baghdad.  In  die  mean  time, 
HamddH  thought  fit  to  retire  to  Heftinla,  a  large  cityex- 

fiip.  p.  176, 177.  EuTTCH.  nbi  fup.  p,  478^—^81,  Ism.  Abul- 
rED.  nbi  fbf .  D'Hekbbl.  Biblioth.  orient,  art.  Mtlaibii,  p.  634* 
63J.  "  Ab0  Jaafab  AlTabak.  AlMakih,  ubi  liip.  p. 

I77.  Jim.  ABUiriD.  Gaeo-.  Abu'l-Faraj, etEurrcH.  obi  fup. 
Roc.  TolitaH.  nbi  fup.  •  Abu  Jaapae  Al  Tabar. 

Ai.MAKiB,etGKta.  AboVFara),  u'bilup. 

tremely 


Igi  The  Htfiory  a/"  thi  Arata;  B.I 

btmttf  well  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  gartibn  of  ttn  tbcm- 
fand  men,  commanded  by  Sbadid,  one  of  bis  ftiend).    How- 
ever, the  Khaitf  found  means  to  make  him&U'  maficr  <^  dai 
foftrefs  alfo,  and  to  get  Hemdan  into  his  hands.     Some  >■• 
tbors  write,  that  HamSan  had  three  fons,  Al  Hafein,  AheCaliak, 
vaA.Dttvji\  and  that  the  JT&i///' gave  .^///'^/ii  the  commaod 
of  a  body  of  his  troops.     Be  that,  however,  as  it  will,  jA- 
J^allahJhuU  Hija,  tiamddiC%  fecond  fon,  was  one  iA  die 
Kbalif  AlMa'Siafia  generals.     Some  writers  make  Saifii'i- 
dawla  the  fon  of  this  Abd'allab,  and  others  of  Hamdan  him- 
himfelf.     He  was  born,  according  to  Aliu  Jaafar  Al  Tahmit 
the  preceding  year  *. 
Thi  Eha-      Thi  next  year,  bane  the  aSld  of  the  Hejra,  comnwnc- 
\iS marrit  >Bg  March  2d,  895,  fUiamarawiyab's  daughter  Kara&fda, 
Ketral-     attended  by  a  fplcndid  equipage,  was  fent  by  b<r  father  im 
kida,        BagbJad,  in  the  month  of  Ai  Moiiarram,  and  received  by  the 
Khamaia-  Khaitf  himfelf,  her  future  fpoufe,  at  tlw  gates  of  that  dty j 
wiyah'j     from  whence  be  conduced  her  to  tbe  imperial  pa)a<x  there, 
Jaagbitr.  ^jt^  great  pomp  and  magnificence,  the  24th   of  the  bOa 
Rain.     About  this  time,  died  Abu  Haiifa  Ahmed  Ehn  Dtud 
Al  Dainawari,  the  author  of  a  natural  biDory  of  plants,  M 
H^r»tb  Ebn  Ahi  OJama^  tbe  author  of  the  MafiiaA,  or  bodj 
of  traditions,  and  Abttl  Aina  Mabamttud  Ebn  Al  Kajt^  a 
difciple  of  the  famous  Al  Afmai.    The  fame  year,  Kbamart- 
wiyab  was  af&i&nated  by  one  of  his  domeftics  in  bed,  tbe  jj 
o£  Dhu'lhajjat  at  Damafcui ;  after  which,  the  army  fubftiuitcd 
his  fon  'Jaijby  or  feijhf  in  bis  room.     As  foon  as  this  prince 
had  mounted  tbe  throne  of  Syria  and  Egyptj  the  troops  de- 
manded  his  uncle's  head  ;  which  he  thereupon  <»xlered  to  be 
cut  off,  and  thrown  to  them,  without  delay.     In  a  Ihon  time 
after  his  acceiBon,  he  quitted  the  city  of  Damajati,  wbere 
his  father  had  fixed  his  rcKdcncc,  left  a  governor  there,  awl 
returned  with  all  pollible  expedition  into  Egypt '. 
Tbftran/-     The  z83d  year  of  the  Htjra  proved  Utal  to  Jalfiy  or 
»ait%s »/  'Jitjb  \    who,  together  with  his  mother,  was  madacrcd  by 
theytar    the  foldiery,  after  he  had  prefided  about  eight  months  ova, 
283.  Syria  and  Egypt.    After  his  death,  the  mutineers  demoliflxd 

his  palace  in  Mefr^  and  placed  his  brother  Harun  Ebn  Kbtf 
fnaravjiyah,  a  child  of  ten  years  old,  upon  the  throne.  This 
happened  in  the  month  of  Rajeb.  The  Kbalif  Al  AWtadtd^ 
having  received  advice  of  Har&n's  acceflion,  wrote  him  a  let- 
ter, wherein  be  acquainted  him,  that  he  had  confened  tbe 
"  lidem  ibid.  Ism.  ABUi.FED.iQchron.adan.Hg.aSi.  Vide 
eiiam  Grec.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  Tup.  p.  305,  ct  alibi  pafl*. 

f  Abu  Jaafar  AlTabar.  Ai.  Makin,  Eutfcm.  etGitic. 
J^bu'l-Pakaj,  ubi  fup.  Ism.  AfiULFED.  in  chron.  ^^.  Hej. 
282. 
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prefedure  of  Egyf*  upon  him,  and  tmpored  on  him  an  annual 
tribute  of  1,500,000  dtn&rs\  which  Harin  promUed  to  pay 
h\Tn   out  of  the  public  revenues  of  Egypt.    The  Sctavit  or 
Sclavonium,  according  to  Abu'l-Faraj,  either  this  or  the  fbl- 
to'wing  year,  made  an  irruption  into  Thrace,  put  a  raft  num- 
ber of  people  to  the  fword,  befieged  Conflanlmeplt  itfelF,  and 
ravaged  all  the  country  about  that  capital.     TTie  Grtek  em- 
peror not  being  able  to  make  head  againft  the  barbarians  with 
his  ovra  troops,  continues  this  author,  armed  t\\cMoJUm  tlaves, 
or  prifbners,  on  this  occarion,  in  order  to  make  a  vigorous  fally 
upon  the  bertegeFs,and  drive  them  from  before  the  town.  Whidi 
having  done,  principally  by  the  bravery  of  thofe  Haves,  he 
again  difarmed  them,  and  difpcrfed  them  over  the  provinces 
of  the  empire ;  fearing  left,  if  they  remained  in  a  tx>dy  with 
their  arms,  afVer  they  had  fo  diAinguiOied  thcmlclvci,  they 
might  meditate  fomc  enterprize  againll  him.   Soon  after  this,- 
a  cartel  was  fettled  between  the  Chriftians  and  the'  Mojltms^ 
who  were  continually  making  incuriions  into  each  others  ter~ 
ritoriea,  for  an  exchange  of  prifoncrs  :  by  which  means,  2504 
MoJUtnSt  men,  women,  and  children,  recovered  their  liberty. 
The  fame  year,  that  is,  the  283d  of  the  //-yVu,  a  phantom, 
or  apparition,  frequently,  for  a  confiderable  time,  prefented 
Hfelf  before  the  Khaltfy  notwithftanding  all  the  doors  of  his 
palace  and  his  apartments  were  {hut,  in  dilfercnt  manners, 
poftures,  and  fhapes.     Sometimes  it  would  appear  to  him  in 
the  habit  of  a  merchant,  at  others  in  that  of  a  foldter,  and 
at  others  in  that  of  a  dervife.     Its  vifage  alfo  changed  its  co- 
lour often ;  for  fometimes  it  was  white,  and  incirded  with 
rays  of  light,  at  others  brown,  and  at  others  pale  and  wan. 
The  fame  of  this  apparition  was  foon  fpread  over  the  city  of 
Baghdad,  and  people  realbned  differently  upon  it.    Some  took    ' 
it  to  be  die  devil,  whom  the  Divine  Juftice  fent  to  this  prince 
.   to  torment  him.     Others  believed  it  to  be  one  of  thofe  wan- 
ton fpirits  called  by  the  Jrahs  Jin,  or  Gtnii,  which  partici- 
pate both  of  the  nature  of  fpirits  and  that  of  men.     Others 
inbgined,  that  it  was  an  angel  fent  byGoD  to  reform  diisprince, 
and  difpofe  him  to  forfake  the  vicious  habits  he  had  contrafled. 
But  the  moit  fenlibte  part  of  his  fubjeds  apprehended,  that 
thefe  pranks  were  plaid  by  fome  of  his  domelHcs,  affiftcd 
herein  by  a  pcrfon  well  verfed  in  the  occult  fcicnces,  in  order 
to  carry  feme  delign  he  had  formed  into  execution.    Ncver- 
thelefs,  the  truth  of  the  hd  could  never  be  difcovcred} 
whkh  excited  the  Khali/to  a(e  feveral  of  his  domeftics,whom 
he  fufpedcd  of  having  a  hand  in  this  affair,  ill  on  that  ac- 
count    About  this  time,  died  at  Maniij,  or  Jlifpe,  AlWm- 
Hd  Ebn  OitSdah,  and  M  Eht  Al  Atkts,  Wo  celebrated  Arat 
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foets.  This  year,  a  Uuce,  or  cd&tion  of  amast  in  Sial/ 
was  agreed  upon  between  the  ChriJIiaxi  and  tiie  Mtfieaa  4. 
ttvtral  Im  the  year  of  the  //{/'m  2841  b^imui^ /Witarj  Stii, 
mMmJtrfui  897,  a  wonderful  phaenomcnon,  or  mher  fevcral  fuch  ^le- 
/£.«»«■  nomena,  were  feen  in  Egypt.  On  ^0^  Tburfiaj^  or  -^fi*^ 
mtBA  in  fitn-dajy  which  this  yuu-  fell  on  the  28tb  of  the  former  tUH^ 
^yP'-  a  high  wind  aroTe  towards  the  evening,  which  blew  till  mi^ 
night ;  when  on  a  fiuidcn  it  became  fo  daik,  the  night  hasiig 
been  pretty  light  before,  that  not  the  falntcft  traces  d[  ai^ 
viHUe  objoS  could  be  dili:erned.  This  thick  daikncfe  vai 
Atccecded  ^  a  ftorm,  or  t«inpeft«  much  mate  violent  tlm 
the  formsr  wind,  which  threw  down  a  vaft  number  of  boltfe^ 
and  did  incredible  damage.  Eturing  this  florm,  a  lai^  qouH 
tity  of  a  fort  of  red  fand  fell  upon  people's  heads  in.  tfacit 
boufesv  to  their  great  terror  aad  aftoniflimenc,  and  the  wixJe 
henufphjerc  feamed  to  be  covered  with  pillan  of  fire.  Tha 
contuiusd  till  towards  the  approach  of  the  morning,  wken  ^ 
fcmpeft  fomewhat  abated,  and  the  heavens  appeared  of  aa 
exceeding  red  colour,  which  they  communicated  to  the  earth, 
mountains,  trees,  men,  and  every  other  obje&  of  fi^it,  far 
the  fpace  of  two  hours;  the  wind  blowings  all  the  time  ^ 
tremdy  frefli.  Then  this  fiirprizing  ledncfi  turned  into  1 
yellowilh  colour,  which  continued  till  itoan,  and  wai  fiicceedcd 
by  a  thick  black,  cloud,  that  remained  till  the  middle  of  ib 
next  day  \  fo  that,  for  a  day  and  an  half,  the  face  of  dc 
heavens  was  totally  oblcurcd,  this  cloud,  and  the  afirft^ 
pbxnomena,  all  diat  time  abfohitely  intercepted  the  Uk 
lays.  After  the  dilSpation  of  the  thidt  black  doud,  the  boi- 
fieroui  weather  above-mentioned  immediately  cealiid.  Aj  tfac 
ted  meteor,  or  vapour,  'here  mentioned  not  a  little  xt&ttUta 
that  feen  by  the  writer  of  this  hiflory  at  Qxftri,  Dtamia 
cth,  1737,  which  the  famous  Dr.  Hallty  told  him  he  nem 
fvfi  any  celcftlal  appearance  like,  thiou^  the  whole  coidt 
of  his  obfcrvations,  nor  ever  met  with  an  at-mnnt  gf  ai^ 
Cmilarto  it  inhiftory ;  we  thought  oui  curious  readers  vwld 
not  be  difpleaCed  to  &id  the  preceding  article,  cjtuafled  iam 
Eutychiuij  infcrted  in  this  place  '. 

<  EwTTCK.  ula  fnp.  p.  480-^^433.  Aatr  Jaafai  At  T«- 
>AR.  Al  Mkkin,  ubi  fup.  p.  177,  178.  Ism.  Abvlpfd.  ra  chrak 
ad  an.  Hej.  283.  Greg.  Abu'l-Fahaj,  nbifup.  p.  277.  JXHti- 
BEL.  BfbJioth.  Diient  ubi  fup.  p.  634, 63;.  Chronic.  Sic.  CaMabri- 
gieBf-  ^«d  Joan.  B»pT.  Ca»us.  ubi  fap.p.  7. 

'  EuTYCH.  uhifup  p.  480 — 49;.  AlMakih,  ubi  Atp.  p.  ila 
Fhilolbpli.TraiifaA.  for  the  years  1737, 173S.  vol.  kL  p.4j74jt. 
-  See  alio  tha  Philofoph.  TraDla&.  abirdged,  ftam  the  year  1 7]!  n 
the  year  1734*  by  Johh  MAii.TY»,f.  R.  S.  p.  527^^39,  Iii»d. 
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nTcu  &ine  yev,  fome  of  the  ^r«i  aftrolt^cts  prediQcd  %  Otbtr  «c- 
geoeral  imindattODi  which  {hould  be  occafioncd  bv  a  long  farrMMf 
courfc  of  coiuituial  rain*,  and  by  which  Jidefipolamia  and  all  tbiijmr. 
the  neighbouring  countricB,  except  the  territory  of  Bagbdady 
flbyHiM  be  laid  under  water.  But  the  reverie  of  this  happened. 
For,  \ij  rca&w  of  a  long  luuatemipted  droi^ht,  the  watert 
of  the  Ttffisy  and  othor  r^ven,  were  lower  than  ever  had 
been  known  in  the  mcnnory  of  man^  inlbmuch  that  they  fre- 
quently ofiered  up  prayers  to  heaven  for  rain,  in  the  public 
mofques*  at  Baghdad.  About  this  time,  the  Khalifa  excited 
tbereto  by  his  aSe^oa  for  Alt  and  his  defcendants,  would 
have  ifliied  an  order  to  curie  publicldy  the  name  of  Moavn- 
yah  I.  of  the  houTe  of  Otnmjahy  in  all  the  mol^ues  of  the  em- 
pire, for  the  Iblema  eulediaion  that  prinot!  caufcd  to  be  pub- 
lilhed  againft  AH  and  bb  family.  But  QhtiiaUab  Ebn  Seli- 
ma/tf  his  Vijir^  dUTuaded  him  from  this,  by  rcprcfentii^  to 
lum,  that  it  would  malce  him  incur  the  hatred  of  a  very  con- 
fidetablc  part  of  his  fubjcSs ;  and,  by  nifmg  the  credit  of  th« 
race  of  Alu  then  difperfed  all  over  the  empire,  would  makt 
tbem  lift  up  tbctr  hauls,  and  perhap*  enable  them  to  embar- 
xaSa  his  afiain.  Befwe  the  condufioo  of  this  year,  the  Kar- 
tnathtmy  a  led  of  which  we  have  already  given  our  leaders 
fame  account*  b^anto  be  in  motion  '. 

Xh£  fcdlowing  year,  being  the  285th  of  the  H^rcy  com-  ni  Ear* 
meticii^  Jamiary  26,  898,  one  Abu  Sa'id  appeared  for  the  matiau 
firfl  dme  at  the  bead  of  a  body  of  Karmatian  and  Arab  troops  ctmmit  tt^ 
in  Bahrtin.    Having  taken  fevcral  towns  in  that  provina,  hejiilititt  !m 
advanced  to  Ai  ^ijK  and  even  threatened  to  pay  the  MejUm*  Bahreu, 
a  vilic  at  Bajra.     This  induced  the  Kbalif  to  iurround  that 
city  with  a  wall,  which  cofl  him  14,000  dmers.    About  the 
fame  dme,  died  Ibrahim  Ebn  IJhaky  a  famous  traditionift  of 
B^bdad.    An  a^on  happened  this  year  in  Sialy,  the  confe- 
quences  of  which  are  not  known  '. 

Ths  286th  year  of  the  Htjray  beginning  %)»fary  17th,  jj,  yhg; 
899,  produced  feveral  military  operations.     'The  Kbalif  Al  Hf  reJaea 
Me'taded  laid  liege  to  Amid,  or  Aotida,  a  city  of  Mtftpotamay  Amid.  ^ 
.  feated  upon  the  Tigrit,  with  a  powerful  army.     For  fome 
umc.  Aimed  Ebn  Mebamuud  Ebn  Shaikh,  who  commanded  in 
Ac  town,  defended  it  with  great  bravery.     But  Ai  Mo'taded 
having  by  the  application  of  his  catapults  thereto,  made  a 
prafiicablc  breach  in  the  walls,  and  being  upon  the  point  of 
carrying  the  place  by  florm,  the  commandant  found  himfelf 
■  Greo.  Abu'l-Pakai,  abifup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  in  chton. 
•daiLHej.  184.  KnONDEMit,  D'HsasEL.  ubi  Tup.  p-6};. 

'  Greo.  Aau'L  Pa«aj,  ubt  fop.  p.  178.  Ism.  Abolfed.  ad 
M.  Kt),  18$.  Chronic.  Sic.  Guaabngieof.  ubi  fup.  Golii  not.  ad 
Alfngan.  p.  96, 
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obliged  to  rurrcnder,  on  condition  his  life  fhould  be  granted 
bim.     Kinaifrin  alfo  and  ///  Avjdftm  fubmittcd  to  the  KhaUJ. 
After  which,  he  took  Ebn  Shaikh  into  favour,  gave  him  t 
fumptuous  vcfl,  and  carried  him  with  him  to  BafbdAd-^, 
VZfKar-        The  fame  year,  ^^u  Sdid  Jl  Hammi,  with  a  body  of  tbe 
atatiana     Kartrtotiait  forces,  penetrated  into  Tamama,  and  laid  ficgc  to 
fmttratt    Hajr,  the  capial  of  the  diftrifl  of  the  fame  name.     But  as 
^f  ' ''     the  place  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  rendered  altnoft  tmpfK- 
*'"'*'      nable  by  its  fituacion,  he  found  himielf  obliged  to  draw  off, 
and  abandon  the  fiege.     However,  after  this  reptdfe,  he  (at 
down  before  At  Ahja^  a  town  about  two  miles  north-weft  of 
Hajr,  and  ravaged  all  the  adjacent  teritory  j  which  enabled 
him  to  form  again  the  fiege  of  Hajr,  and  cany  it  oa  wiik 
more  vigour  than  before.     But,  notwitbftanding  all  hit  cf> 
forts,  he  could  not  make  himfcif  nuftet  of  that  fortrefi  tlsit 
campaign  ^. 
nrKha-     'The  ^ii«/^  receiving  advice  that  tbe  £(7rffia/id»fbadovcr- 
Hiprtfaru  fan  a  confiderablc  part  of  Arabia  and  Irik,  pUlaging  all  the 
'•  "f"      country  through  which  they  moved,  and  putting  sul  the  Mtf- 
^^"      Um  they  could  meet  with  to  the  fword,  affembfcd  a  con&de- 
rable  army,  to  Hop  their  farther  piogrcfs ;  which  he  cadend 
ta  advance  towards  the  frontiers  of  tbofe  provinces,  thca^ 
none  of  the  troops  of  which  it  was  compofcd  could  enter  up- 
on ai^ion  this  campaign.     About  this  time,  Al  Ata'tadd 
granted  Hariin  Sin  Khamarawiyah  Ebn  Abmtd  Ebn  Tolun,  at 
his  requeft,  the  perpetual  prefedure  of  Amaftmty  and  Kiwai- 
r'm^  which  he  annexed  to  that  of  Egypt  and  Syria^  on  cowt 
tton  that  he  p»id  him  an  annual  tribute  of  45,000  dinen. 
About  the  fame  time,  died  Aht^l  Aibas  Mtbamnud  JhTalkb 
Ebn  Zeidf  a  celebrated  grammarian  and  philologer,  who  wrote 
a  great  number  of  excellent  books.  Another  battle  was  foi^ 
this  year  in  Sicily,  the  particulars  of  which  have  not  been  handed 
down  to  us  by  any  hiflorian  ii. 
Bit  firm      The  next  year,  being  the  287th  of  the  ffe}ra,  AIAhiet  Eiu 
*"  •*""  Omar^  the  Kbaitf'i  gcnerd,  tAok  the  field  with  a  poweiftJ 
tbrtwn      arniy  again H  the  ^orflidt/dni,  who  continued  ftill  to  makcter- 
nuii  vety  ^.^jj^  havock  in  Arabia  and  Irak.    That  general  foon  brou^ 
^Sapfbttr    '^'"  ^"'"^  Al  Hamani,  who  commanded  them,  to  a  genml 
*      '  aiSion ;  wherein  the  Khaltfs  troops  were  overthrown  trith      1 

■  Abu  Jaafak  Al  TABAk.  Al  MAKi»,ubifap.  p.  178.  Go- 
Lii  not.  ad  Aifragan.  p.  239 — 241.  Isu.  Abvlpei>.  uhi  fop. 
D'Hekbel.  fiiblioib.  orieDt.  ubi  fup. 

"  Aev  Jaafar  Al  Tabak.  AlMakin,  ubi  fup.  Golii  oDt. 
ad  Aifragan,  p.  g6, 97.  See  alfo  Mr.  Sale's  map  of  Arabia,  [ve* 
fixed  to  his  prelim,  difcourfe.  '  AanjAArAaAL  Tabu. 

Al  IMacih,  ubi  fup.    Euttch.  ubi  fup.  p.  480 483.  Chio- 

ntc  Sic.  Arab.  Cantabrigient  obi  iiip. 
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ereat  flaughter,  and  700  of  them,  amongQ  whom  WWjffjMAt 
ICAn  Omar  himTcIf,  uken  prifoncn.  Itie Karmatiaii  genenl, 
howrever,  iitmiSKd  Jl  Jbi^i Elm  Omar,  on  condition thit  he 
■Cbould  reprefent  to  the  KhaHf  the  ^tal  ccHireqiienccs  of  conr 
tinuing  the  war  againfl  the  JCarmatimu,  who  were  inured  to 
all  kinds  of  hardfhips  sind  fatigues,  and  would  therefore  alwayt 
prove  fitperior  to  the  forces  of  that  prince,  to  whom  they 
virere  refolved  jierer  to  give  quarter ;  u  likewife  to  endeavour 
to  prevail  upon  him,  by  all  proper  motives  that  he  coidd  think 
of,  to  ddlft  from  that  war.  This  he  accordingly  did,  and  it 
had  fuch  an  «SeSt  upon  the  KbaM,  that  he  tent  no  forces 
againft  them  the  following  Tear,  we  muft  not  forget  to  ob- 
ferve,  tbat  Aht^l  Ahh&$  itnaed  a  conliderable  bod^  of  Mafltm ' 
troops  from  Africa  2tJUaxara,  oiMazaria^  in  Sictiyf  the  a4th 
of  y^h*  *c  prcfcnt  year  t. 

The  following  year,  beii^  the  288th  of  the  Hejra,  cova-Thtn- 
mencing  Dtcember  26th,  900,  the  plague  made  fuch  dreadful  «Mri«Jilr 
havocfc  in  AJherbijAn^  that  the  living  were  not  fufficient  to'vnri^ 
bury  the  dead ;  infomuch  that  they  were  obliged  to  leare  them  '*'J'«r 
expoled  on  the  highways  in  great  numbers.     About  the  fame  *^** 
time,  the  Grttii  made  an  irruption  into  Kei/4m,  ravaged  it, 
and  carried  off  about  15,000  Mafitms  prifoners.     The  whole 
hemifpfacTC  was  filled  with  thofe  meteor*  called  falling-fian, 
the  ninth  of  Dht^lbajjoj  from  midnight  till  morning,  to  the 
vafl  fuiprlze  of  the  beholders,  in  E^t.    Abu  Sa'ia  Al  Ha- 
maTii,  the  Karmatiatt  general,  took  Hajr  in  Tamama,  ha^ng 
ftarved  the  garifon  to  a  furrendcr,  and  forced  them  to  feed  up-     ^ 
on  dogs  and  other  undean  animals,  either  the  beginning  (^ 
thia,  or  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  preceding  year.     After 
he  had  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword,  and  diftributed 
every  thing  valuable  belonging  to  them  amongft  fais  tfoops,  he 
abandoned  the  town.     Abu'l  Abhds,  with  the  African  troops, 
took  Paltrme  Septembrr  8th,  90 1 ,  and  maflacred  a  great  num- 
^r  of  the  citizens  at  the  redu^ion  of  that  place  *. 

The  next  year,  being  the  289th  of  the  Hejmy  b^inning  ^^  'V^ 
Deetmber  i6th,  901,  Al  Mo'tadedj  receiving  advice  that  a/'W'^* 
body  ^  the  Karmatian  troops  had  taken  polt  in  the  neigh-  Karmt- 
bourhood  of  Ca^ff,  f«it  a  detachment  of  his  forces  to  rccon-  ""*  '-^ 
noiuc  them.     The  officer,  who  commanded  the  detachment,'""* 
was  To  lucky  as  to  furprize  one  of  their  parties,  and  to  carry 
off  one  of  their  principal  chie^,  whom  be  immediately  coa- 

'  Khohdiuir,  Abu  Jaapas  Al  Tabak.  ALMAKiN.nbi 
fop.  p.  178, 17$.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Cantab rigienf.  ubi  fup. 

'  Gkeo.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  p.  278.  Eutych.  ubi  lup.  p. 
494,485.  ALMAKtN.ubi  fup.  p.  178 — iSi.  Chronic.  Sic.Caota- 
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du£ted  to  the  imperial  palace  at  Baghdid.  As  (ban  xi  As 
Karmatian  was  brought  before  the  Khalifa  that  prince  afkcd 
him  whether  they  beheved  that  the  fpirit  of  God  re&ded  b 
their  bodies,  or  not?  To  which  he  made  anfwer,  Suffn 
tilt  fpirit  of  Goji  fiauld  rtjidt  in  uSywhai  bttrt  dots  ibis  tajci' 
ar  if  the  fpirit  »f  the  devil  jhouldhavt  taken  up  bis  refidoKtin  b, 
tfvihat  advantage  is  this  to  you?  AJind  pur  own  kufinefs,  ani 
(Ottcern  yourfelf  net  with  ether  men's  affairs.  "  What  Aea,' 
faid  the  Khalifa  <'  do  you  think  of  me  wid  my  dignity  in  par- 
"  ticular?"  The  Jfamitffwn  boldly  rq)licd,  Yostr  ancefiat  K 
Abbis  was  alive  at  thi  time  of  the  propbefs  dtatb,  andja  id 
be  either  afpire  tB  tbeK.\\jA\ia.t,or  had  he  it  offered  him  iyamtf 
the  Companions  ?  ff^as  net  Abu  Beer  unanimoujfy  eUSeiki 
fueceffar  f  After  that  prince's  dtceaft,  Omar  vms  caUtd  t»  lit 
fuaijfon,  not  the  leafl  mention  having  heen  made  in  bis  friA- 
ce^or's  will  e/'Al  Abbas.  Gvkk  rtosmnated  fix  ftrfins,  a  Suit 
before  he  expired,  to  ele/i  a  new  Khalif,  tvitb»ut  feradlti^ 
AI  Abbas  to  be  one  of  their  number.  What  title ^  tbere^,  at 
yau  have  to  the  Kha\lf3ty  when  your  great  anee/lorA.\Aibas  him- 
felfwas  excluded  from  that  high  dignity  by  the  ComI'ahIosi* 
Al  Mo'tadti  was  fo  incenfcd  at  this  infolent  dilcourfe,  thattc 
inftantly  ordered  the  executioner,  then  prcfcnt^  to  disjoiK  A 
his  bones,  to  cut  off  his  hands  and  hb  feet,  and  iuolly  u 
•  (hike  qff  his  head  '. 
7i«Kha-  The  fame  year,  the  Kbalif  Al Mo'taded  died  »t  Bagh^ 
lifAl  Mo'-  the  Z2d  of  the  latter  Rabi,  after  he  had  oUiged  his  fubje&  U 
taded  dies,  take  an  oath  in  favour  of  his  fan  Al  Meilafi,  whom  he  htd 
''  declared  his  fiicceflor.    Some  authors  relate,  that  his  dcai 

wasoccaGoned  by  immoderate  coition,  andothentbatbewn 
pgifoned  by  Ifmael  Ebn  Matec.  He  reigned  about  nine  yean 
and  nine  months,  and  died  either  in  the  47th,  48th,  osAk 
50th,  year  of  his  age.  Hisjudgev/^u  Omar  faid  the  prayn 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  when  he  was  interred.  As  to  hBper- 
fon,  he  was  lean,  fwarthy,  of  a  properflature,  juft  b^aning 
to  grow  grey,  had  a  handfome  face,  together  with  a  long 
beard,  died  black,  and  was  of  a  flrong  robuft  «>n&tttidaa. 
With  regard  to  his  difpofition,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  a  pcriin 
of  great  fagacity  and  penetration,  to  have  been  ihorougbir 
ver(<:d  in  the  art  of  government,  happy  and  expeditious  in  hii- 
ting  upon  expedients,  at  all  critical  conjunfiutes,  and  a  prinn 
of  great  juflice  and  moderation.  On  fomeoccafiuns,  how- 
ever, he  was  rigorous  and  fevere  in  his  punilbments,  wfakk 
made  him  feared  by  his  domeftics,  though  on  others  his  lenitr 
was  unparalleled.     He  was  alfo  naturally  brave,  an  encou- 

■'  Crfo.  Abo'l  Fara),  ubi  fup.p.  178,  175.  D'HntBEi..Bi-     1 
blioth-  orient,  obi  fkip.  p.  635.  | 
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rager  of  learned  men,  and  fometimcs  extremely  liberal,  though 
he  has  been  reprefentcd  by  Eutjcbius  and  Ahu'l-Fartg  as  a 
lover  of  money.  His  experience  and  excellent  genius  for  go- 
vernment rendered  him  every  way  qualified  ifx  the  fiiblime 
poft  he  fowonhily  filled.  In  fine,  if  we  wjll  brieve  fome  of 
the  eaftern  writers,  he  excelled  all  his  prcdeccflbrs  of  the 
houfe  of  Al  Abhiiy  except  iheKbalif  jflManfur,  in  the  happi- 
nefs  of  hU  admin  illratian.  But  the  true  dirpofition  of  this 
prince  will  more  clearly  appear  from  the  following  inftances  <Mf 
his  afie<9ionfor  thedefcendantsof^//,  as  welt  asofhisjuftice, 
feverit^,  and  niodcrajtion,  which  have  been  recorded  by  the  ori- 
ental hiftoriam  ^. 

The  provoft  of  Baghdad  having  one  day  flopped  in  the  A  »•-" 
hands  of  a  merchant  the  fum  of  ^0,000 dinars.  Cent  by  Ma-fl"^**/ 
hammti  Ehn  Zad,  prince  of  Mazanderan,  or  Tabrtft&n,  of  the  *"  "f"' 
race  of  AH,  to  the  chiefi  of  the  defcendants  of  that  Imam,  ac-  "f*^- 
cording  to  annual  cuftom,  refiding  there  j  they  immediately  car-   f^^* 
ried  their  comjJaint  to  the  Khallf,  That  prince  very  gcnerou/ly  '' 
gave  them  the  money  that  had  been  feizcd,  and,  in  order  to 
juftify  this  afiion,  which  appeared  Grange  to  the  Sannttet,  or 
orthodox  MiRtna,  who  coniidercd  the  followers  of  AH  as  he- 
redcs,  he  related  to  them  the  following  dream  °. 

**  I  thou^t,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  formerly  faw  in  a  dream  a 
**  man  ftanding  at  the  end  of  a  bridge  that  I  was  to  pafs,  who 
*<  ieemed  at  fim  to  have  an  intention  to  oppofe  my  paflage; 
*'  but  afterwards,  all  of  a  fudden,  he  approached  me,  and 
"  prerentedtomeafpadethathe  held  inhishand  jcommand- 
*'  ingmeatthe  fame  time  to  break  with  it  thegroundonn^ich 
**  we  flood.  I  obeyed  his  order,  and  after  I  had  given  fome 
**  ftn^ces  with  the  (pade,  he  told  me  he  was  AU^  and  that  as 
**  many  of  my  fons  fbould  enjoy  the  Khalifat  as  I  had  given 
•*  fhokes  upon  the  around  with  the  fpadc.  Then  he  injuined  * 
**  me  to  be  kind  to  his  family,  and  particularly  thofe  meniT 
**  bers  of  it  that  lived  under  my  government.  In  confc- 
**  quence,  therefore,  of  the  promife  I  made  him,  as  well  as 
**  in  point  of  juftice,  I  ought  to  reflorc  the  30,000  dinart  to 
**  the  defcendants  of  that  iTtiam,  to  whom  they  properly  be- 
•*  long  ■',•* 

The  fcverity  of  this  Khalifoa  fome  occafions  was  exceed-  fiw  in- 
ing  great,  as  will  appear  bum  the  two  following  examples,  ^narw  »/  • 


'  Abu  jAAFAa  Al  Tabak.  AlMakin,  ubifup.  p.  179,  1 
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Ism.  Abulved.  inchron.  adan.Hej,  289.  Greg.  Abu'l-Para';,     ■'' 
ubifup.  p.  279.  EuTVcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  4S6,  4S7.  Khonpbhib, 
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*  MoHAHUtD  Ebn  Abd'alwahed,  in  Tarikh  Al  Abbas. 

'  Idem  ibid.  Ahmed  Ebr  Mohammed  Ab^'aljaafar  Al 
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A  fbldier  having  once  by  force  picked  fome  Inmcbes  ct^a^' 

t^icexxainMoJlem's  vine,  the  man  immediately  carried  hUctw- 
plaint  to  the  Kbaltf;  wbo  commanded  both  the  ioklier  a^ 
his  capuin  to  appear  before  him,  in  order  to  receive  the  po- 
nifltment  he  fhould  think  fit  to  infliS  upon  tbem.  !>oiiie  d 
the  people  about  him  demandtv  what  dime  the  capoin  b(l 
committed  i  be  anfwereil,  "  I  law  him  kill  a  man  unjufitf  a 
*'  my  uncle's  reign,  and  then  made  a  vow  to  punifb  bioi  fat 
**  fo  enormous  a  crime,  if  ever  the  Khalifat  fliould  &II  im 
*'  my  hands,  and  he  Ibould  be  fixind  guilty  of  any  otha 
?  fauk  •." 

.  An  caftcm  writer  relates,  that  a  merdiant  having  loit  cw 
of  the  principal  lords  of  the  K/>al!fa  court  a  large  fiim  (/ 
money,  after  he  had  applied  for  the  payment  of,  it  levenf 
times  in  vain,  and  given  it  up  for  loft,  refolved  to  tronUe  him- 
felf  no  farther  about  it,  but  to  quit  the  court,  in  order  ed 
go  a  voyage.  This  defign  he  communicated  te  a  frieri^ 
who  advifed  him  by  all  means  to  have  recourft  VO  Sheiih  Khti- 
alb,  for  the  recovery  of  his  money.  The  Sbeiihf  uptu  dc 
application  of  thcTe  two  gentlemen  to  him,  for  his  affiflaiKcio 
this  affiur,  went  dire^y  to  the  lord,  and  no  fooner  repreteaui 
to  him,  with  a  tone  of  authority,  as  he  very  wdl  knew  bow 
to  do,  the  iniquity  of  his  conduct,  than  he  paid  the  nKTcban: 
the  fum  he  was  indebted  to  him.  The  great  reputatiooi  > 
rather  authority,  of  this  Shtikb  Kha'iatb  was  acquired  bf  > 
very  lingular  action,  an  account  of  which  has  been  prefemd 
by  one  of  the  orientid  biflorians.  A  Turk  attempting  to  rarili 
by  force  a  girl  in  the  city  ofBagbdad,  fhe  found  herfelf  oUig^ 
to  call  in  all  her  neigblwUrs  to  her  help.  At  the  cries  of  ibii 
girl,  Sbeiib  Kha'tatb  ran  to  her  relief,  and  begged  the  Thri  m 
the  moft  preffing  terms  not  to  offer  her  any  violence.  Buttbf 
•  brute  was  fo  far  from  paying  any  regard  to  his  intreadcs,  that 
he  infulted  him,  and  treated  him  in  a  veiy  injurious  mv3act> 
The  Sheikb,  not  being  able  to  think  of  any  other  expcdiem, 
to  prevent  him  from  accomplifhing  his  wicked  deilgn,  rinuDt- 
cd  the  minaret,  ta  fteeple,  of  the  great  molque,  and  fron 
thence  called  the  people  together  to  prayer,  though  it  was  ^ 
out  of  the  ftatcd  times  of  prayer,  in  order  to  excite  the  M^- 
Urm  (b  aflembled  to  fuccour  the  poor  girl,  and  deliver  her  t^ 
fedually  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ihfolent  Titri,  The  Sit^, 
having  been  apprized  of  the  action,  but  being  ignorant  (/ibe 
motive  to  it,  commanded  the  Sbeiib  to  be  brought  beftn 
him,  and  fevcrely  reprimanded  him  forconvcning  the  peofle 
to  prayer  at  an  unlawful  hour.  Uut  being  afterwards  iubmM 
of  the  whole  affair,  he  onjered  the  7uri  to  be  puntfhed  ic- 
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cording  to  his  demerit,  and  at  the  fame  time  conunanded  the 
SAfiiiyia<Aen  ashelhould  fee  any  violence  or  injufltce  com- 
mitted, to  pubtiffa  it  in  the  Time  manner,  that  by  this  means  . 
Che  a«tthar  of  it  might  meet  with  the  treatment  he  defcrved. 
'Xwras  ttU  a&on  ^at  gave  fo  great  a  degree  of  credit  to  the 
Sbeikb  Kba'iatb,  that  there  was  no  pcrfon  in  Baghdad,  neither  * 
great  noT  final),  who  did  not  pay  the  htgbeft  regard  to  his  ad< 
monidons,  for  fear  he  fhould  aHemble  the  people  a«  before, 
make  puUic  the  crimes  he  was  mHing  to  expofe,  and  bring 
the  authors  to  condign  punilbmentiiar  them ', 

Another  author  relates  a  h£t  of  this  Kballfy  that  oaiSmuctter  • 
curious  readers  will  not  be  dtfpleafed  to  find  inferted  here.  Be-  rimark- 
ing  dcfirouB  of  borrowing  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  of ahU  par- 
one  of  his  fubjeds,  who  had  been  reprcfented  as  in  very  af-  titnUrt 
fluent  circumfiances  to  him ;  the  man  (aid,  as  foon  as  he  was  rtUiU^  19 
brought  into  his  prefence,  Tate  as  mncb  tf  mj  money  as  jwii""- 
fUaJt.    '*  But,"  replied  the  Khalifa  "  what  fecurity  do  you 
*•  require  for  it?"     God,  returned  the  man,  has  trufttdjvu 
woitb  tbt  gtvo'iimtnt  »f  hit  lands  and  hisftrvafdi^  tf  which  yeu 
bavt  Jhmm  jturfilf  werthy  by  your  exctUtnl  adminiflratian ; 
and^U  Ibi  afraid  te  trujl  you  with  my  mmty  f    Thefe  words 
(o  affected  the  Kballf^  that  he  is  faid  to  have  fhed  tears,  and 
to  have  told  the  man  that  he  would  not  finger  a  dirbem  of  his 
money,  but  that  if  hereafter  he  flioutd  boome  indigent,  all 
the  public  revenues  of  the  empire  fbouM  he  at  his  fervice. 
This  was  the  more  remaikaUe  at  that  time,  as  he  was  in  - 
great  want  of  money  to  pay  the  forces ;  which,  in  another 
reign,  might  have  produced  very  dtlinal  eSt&t.  He  alfo  cafed 
the  people  of  the  burden  of  fome  of  their  taxes,  and  remitted 
tbe  tribute  pud  by  the  inhabitants  of  Meaa  and  Medina.  Be- 
fides  which,  other  inftances  of  his  preferring  the  welfare  of 
his  futneSs  to  pecuniary  confideratioiu,  even  when  he  ftood 
in  need  of  money,  and  his  finance*  were  at  a  pretty  low  ebb, 
have  been  handed  down  to  ui  by  fotsc  of  the  bcfl  oriental 


With  regard  to  ib»  Kba6fs  lenity  and  mildnefs  to  his K/^/? 
fervants,  on  fome  occafiona,  a  very  remarkable  ftory  of  him  "  bitftf^ 
has  been  preferved  by  MtH-Farej.     Jbttallab  Ebn  Stiimin'"''^*'  i 
Ehn  ffabfb,  'hb  yifitf  being  oiM  day  with  bim,  a  fervant, 
whilft  he  ^ideavoured  to  drive  away  the  flies  with  a  fly^flap 
in  his  hand,  ftruck  off  tbe  Khaltft  cap ;  which  greatly  con- 
founded the  fijir.     But  the  KhaBf,  unmoved  with  the  acci- 
dent, only  lai<i,  Tlat  bty  it  txtteMHg  tartUfs.    This  lb  afio- 

'  MohahmidEbm  AsD'AiwaHBD,  ioTakikh  At.  Abbas. 
■  Abd  Jaafar  Al  Tasak.   Al  Makih.  nbi  fop.  p.  179. 
Ism.  Asulpiv.  m  chron. 
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niflied  the  Vifirt  th&t  he  could  not  forbear  UWrw  profirafee  «• 
the  ground!,  and  fayingi  O  tmpertr  »f  ibtfthhful  f  it  it  ptf- 
fihh  ihtre  jhould  be  ft  tmth  knifj  in  ft  grtat  a  priitct  ?  The 
Kbdif  iK^vtA^ "  What  other  notice  ought  to  be  taken  of  fiicb 
<'  an  accident  u  this  f  I  knew  that  if  the  poor  boy  had  doM 
"  this  defignedly*  he  mufl  have  been  out  of  his  feafea  ;  vtA 
**  certainly  where  no  ill  is  intended,  no  aBaaa  oug^  to  be 
*'  imputed  to  any  one  as  a  crime  '■." 

Other  authors,  however,  relatC)  that,  at  certain  inter- 
vals, he  v^as  cruel,  and  took  sreat  delight  in  fpilling  hunnn 
blood  ',  infomuch  that  he  punlJoed  with  death  the  mcS  trifing 
faults.  The  fame  writers  alio  afirm,  that  whcncvo-  any  ct 
his  domeQics  incurred  his  dilplcafure,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
buried  alive  ;  which  made  them  all  to  ftand  in  the  grcatcft 
awe  of  him.  In  fine,  from  what  hat  been  oblerred  of  tUi 
Khalif.  it  clearly  appears,  that  di&ercnt  authors  have  rqwe- 
fented  him  in  different  lights,  at  leaft  as  inconfiftent  wkft 
himfelf,  and  a^ing  differently  at  different  dmes  ;  fo  that  ve 
mufl  confider  him  on  certain  occafions  as  adorned  vHth  ime 
of  thofe  virtues,  the  exercife  of  which  appears  mod  amiable 
in  a  very  great  prince,  and  on  others  as  deformed  by  their  op- 
pofite  vices  '. 

Hie  principal  counfellors,  or  Vifirsy  were  ^bu'l  Saiar  £i» 
Ifmael  Ebn  MMec,  Aid'alkh  Ebn  Seliman  Ebn  f^abth,  A- 
ttud  Ebn  Al/u'l  /libat  Ebn  Mohommtd,  Abu  Harim  jtW^it- 
pud  Ebn  Ab£ala2Jx  M  Stlwi,  and  Yuf*fEbn  Teiai,  who  fuc^ 
'  ccffivdy  governed  the  Majlim  empiie  under  tbe  Khalif,  ffii 
chamberlain  Zaleh^  and  his  freed- man  BadaTy  enjoyed  Uce- 
wifc  a  confkderable  fhajc  of  his  favour.  The  infcription  rf 
his  feal  was,  NtctJJity  taket  tnvay  all  chtict  andfru  vnU.  Tbe 
iirll  day  of  his  rtign  was  Tuefday,  and  the  )afl  M»nday  \  the', 
with  regard  to  the  precife  duration  of  it,  authors  are  oot  po^ 
fi^lv  agreed  "t. 

In  the  firll  year  of  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Mo'tadtdy  Sinumy  «r 
Sim'an,  Ehn  ZarnM  was  cunftituted  patriarch  of  Aniiacb,  and 
preTidrd  over  the  church  there  twelve  years.  In  the  Tear  of 
the Htjrai&i,  or  of  Christ  894,  according  to  the Corjfl** 
writers  followed  by  Al  Maiin,  the  emperor  Lu  married  bii 
fourth  wife  Znty  who  brought  him  a  fon,  called  Cgnfisw- 
lint.  This  marriage  being  the  fourth,  which  was  then 
held  unlawful,  gave  nfe  to  great  dlllurbances  and  divifions 
in  the  church  of  Cen/lantin»flt,     Fur,   Nialaus  M^laot 

^  Grco.  Abu'l-Fabaj,  abi  fup.  p.  279.  •  ^se  J**- 
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\X.  xkkax  tirae  patriarch,  not  only  declared  againft  ^  mar- 
'Lage,  but  excommunicated  the  emperor;  who  thereupon,  . 
ifcer  having  earnellly  be^;cd,  but  in  vain,  to  be  reflorcd 
•jo  the  communJoD  of  the  church,  confined  the  patriarch  in 
a.  monaftery,  and  placed  one  Eutbymlus  Synetllus  in  his 
room.  Sodie  of  the  clei^  adhered  to  Nialaus^  and  other* 
Co  Eutbymus  i  which  occafionvd  a  fchifm  in  the  church.  How- 
ever, the  pope,  or  bifhop  of  RatiUy  Michaii,  or  Mikhdiyel^ 
patriarch  (rf  Jflexam^ia,  Mliai,  or  Eylia,  Ebn  Manfilr^  patri- 
arch of  ytruJaUnty  and  Simeon,  or  Sim'an,  Ehn  Zamai,  pa- 
triarch of  Antioch,  by  their  legairs,  or  nuncio's,  whom  they 
lent  to  Coiyiaatinople  for  that  purpofe,  if  we  will  believe  Eu- 
tycbimt^  declared  for  the  legality  of  that  marriage,  and  were 
joined  herein  by  a  confiderable  number  of  the  Greek  bifhops. 
But,  for  a  ^cher  account  of  this  a&ir,  we  muft  beg  leave 
to  refer  our  curious  readers  to  the  Roman,  or  CanJientinopoU- 
tan^  hiftory,  to  which  it  more  properly  belongs '. 

DuEiNC  the  Khalifat  of  Al  Mo'taied,  feveral  learned  men  Smerai 
were  not  only  countenanced,  but  carefled,  at  the  Moflem  court,  liamtd 
Amongft  thefe  may  be  ranked  the  three  fons  of  Mufa  Ebn  ""*  encan- 
ShSier^  Mohatnnud,  Ahmtd,  and  Al  Hafan,  who  excelled  in  ragidin 
various  branches  of  literature.  As  for  MUfa  Ehn  Shaitr  him-  '^j_;°"' 
felf,  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  robber,  or  hiehway-  '*'?™ ' 
man,  in  hii  earlierycars }  but  he  alterwards  became  reformed,''"^''* 
and  was  one  of  the  greaccd  favourites  of  the  Khaiif  Al  Ma- 
ra&n.    After  his  death,  that  prince  committed  his  three  fons, 
then  very  young,  to  the  care  of  IJhak  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Moja'biy 
urho  placed  them  under  Yaiiya  Ebn  Abi  Manfur,  in  the  uni- 
vtt^ay  d  Baghdad.  However,  their  circumftances  then  were 
narrow  enough,  as  the  pcnfions  fettled  \>'j  Al  Mam&n  upon 
his  favourites  were  but  fmalt.     Abu  "Jaafar  Mobammtdy  the 
cldeft  of  them,  made  a  very  confiderable  progrels  in  geometry 
and  aflronomy  t  though  afterwards,  applying  himfclf  to  mi- 
litary atlaln,  he  had   a  command  given  him  in  the  army, 
which  he  kept  till  the  Turks.,  becoming  maflers  of  every  things 
filled  it  with  officers  of  their  own  nation.     Ahmed^  the  fecond 
of  Mufa'&  fons,  was  inferior,  in  point  of  learning,  to  his  bro> 
thcr  Mohammed ;  but  he  had  the  bell  mechanical  head  of  any 
man  of  the  age.     Al  Hafany  the  youngeft  fon,  was  extremely 
fond  of  geometry,  and  of  fuch  prodigious  parts  as  could  be 
equalled  by  none  of  thofe  of  bis  cotcmporaries.     For,  what- 
ever knowledge  he  had  came  to  him  by  dint  of  genius,  and  as 
it  were  by  inlpiration,  not  having  been  acquired  by  labour  and 
fludy.    When  he  had  read  only  the  fix  iaSi  books  of  the  EU~ 
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MMff  of  Euclid,  wil  twee  of 
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widi  not  having  gi  <aiif  Jl 

Mam&tt.    Howevt  o  what 

he  advanced  in  this  particular,  feems  to  have  blamed  him  for 
his  want  of  application,     Mihammtd  Ebn  M£/a  ioftnidedB 
his  houfe,  or  fchool,  at  BaghJad,  the  fiunous  Tbairt  Ebn  Kwrrm, 
the  Saiian,  who  was  bom  at  Haran,  or  Harrdtiy  in  Jifefiff 
temia  ;  and  introduced  him  to  the  KbaUf  Al  Mt'taAd,  who 
C(»ifulEed  him  as  his  aftrologer,  honoured  him  with  a  gneas 
degree  of  familiarity  than  even  his  Vijir  hinifeif,  and  took  n 
inconceivable  liking  to  him.     This  Thdbet  Ein  Karra  Eim 
Mirw&n  compofed  fcveral  excellent  treatifes  upon  mathcou- 
deal,  phyfical,  and  logical  fubje^.     He  likewifc  virrote  fcae 
books  in  Syrlac  upon  the  Sahian  religion,  containing  an  accfooot 
of  the  Sabians  method  of  wrapping  up  and  burying  their  dead, 
of  their  clcanneli  and  undeanneS,  of  the  animals  ther  look 
upon  as  proper  or  improper  for  facrifices,  of  their  ftateJ  tiroes 
of  public  worfbip,  and,  in  fine,  of  all  their  rites,  prca^ts, 
and  inftitutions.     But,  as  we  have  already  obliged  our  readm 
with  a  full  and  ample  account  of  all  thofe  particulars  in  an- 
other place,  we  fliall  not  expatiate  any  farther  upon  them 
here.     Mmti  EhH  Mthammtd  Ein  Merwim  Ebn  Al  Tijtk  A 
Sarkbafi  likewife  flouriflied  in  this  reign.     He  was  vMo  aa 
eminent  Mejhm  philofopher,  and  penned  fcveral  exceUent 
pieces,  full  of  various  kinds  of  erudition,  that  prevailed  bodi 
Mnongft  the  Arabs  and  the  antients.     His  knowlege  was  voy 
cxtenlive,  his  parts  admirable,  his  lanjniage  copious  and  cle- 
gant,  and  his  flyle  extremely  neat.     He  had  firft  been  pre- 
ceptor to  the  KbaHf  Al  Mo'iadtd,  and  afterwards  his  bkA  in- 
timate companion  and  friend ;  infomuch  that  he  commuiii- 
nted  all  his  fecrets  to  him,  not  excepting  even  thofe  (^fisie, 
and  confultcd  him  upon  the  moll  important  points.     He  ii 
called  by  fome  writen  Aid'allab  Ahmid  £hn  Mobammtd  Eta 
MtTVian  Al  Saraihfi,  having  been  born  at  Sarihes,  or  Sarakbi, 
a  city  of  the  province  of  Khtrafan,  which  alfo  gave  birth  to 
ieveral  other  learned  men,  and  is  faid  by  them  to  have  dediaiej 
one  of  his  moral  treatifes,  intitled,  Adah  Al  Nefts,  to  dx 
Khali f  Al  Mi' faded,  his  pupil,  who  was  a  great  encouragcr^f 
learned  men.     Another  of  his  compofitions,  being  a  com- 
ment upon  the  Ifagsge  of  Parphyryy  has  been  mentioned  by 
thofe  authors,  as  having  the  title  of  Ifagogi  prefixed  to  ic 
This  piece  of  ParphyryJ\i3  likewife  been  commented  upoo,        | 
and  tranllated  into  Arabic,  by  Alhira'ddin  Al  Baberi;  a  fine        ' 
copy  of  which  performance  is  preferved  in  the  Frtnd>  king's 
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Wraxy,  N^  908.  We  hue  tUb  an  JrMc  verfion  of  Ae  If*- 
logm  of  Ptrfhjry,  in  verie,  written  by  Ibrahim  Al  Majiaba- 
litrit  which  bean  the  title  of  T^rr^A,  becaufe  the  laft  conlb- 
ttant  of  every  liiime  is  the  letter  T.  This  poem  is  Ijlcewiie 
intitlcd  Mewztn  Al  Jidixan,  that  is,  7he  ivetght  of  thi  ba- 
lat%£«.  The  word  i^iSm^  which  in  its  proper  fignification  de- 
notes a  bela*ci-,  in  a  figuiative  one  is  t^en  for  hgic.  The 
^rahf  generally  divide  their  fyftcnis  of  logic  into  ten  chapters, 
one  of  which  comprehends  the  Ifagoge  of  Porphyry.  The 
philofbpher  Ahmed  Ebn  Mohammed,  named  fometlmes  Abti'l 
jithas  JlSarakbfi  Al  Thabib^  of  whom  we  have  been  fpealc- 
ing,  ^eatly  excelled  io  this  art.  .B^t  this  Ahmed's  learning 
nras  greater  than  his  prudence.  For,  he  once  revealed  a  fc- 
cret  the  Khali/  had  intrufted  him  with ;  which  fo  provoked 
that  prince,  that  he  immediately  ordered  him  to  \x  put  ro 
death,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra  286  •». 

SECT.     XXXVIII. 

L,  Mo'tadbd  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  Kafim  Ebn  Ah-  Al  Moe- 
tCttUah  Ebn  Solimdn  Ebn  Wnhtb,  his  Fifir,  who  fuccccdcd  "fi/«<-- 
.-ftfEbn  TakHb,  caufed  Abu  Mohammed  Al  AJoffafi  BPllah,  "'^'  ^1 
his  fon,  to  be  proclaimed  Khalifat  Baghdad.    He  alfo  wrote  Mo^" 
to  the  new  Khali/,  who  was  then  at  Al  Rakka,  u[5on  the  Eu-  'jj^jf^ 
pbratts,  dedring  him  to  teium  as  foon  as  polfibic  to  his  capi- 
tal, in  order  to  take  the  government  of  the  empire  upon  him. 
A»  foon  as  Al  Meifafi  received  advice  of  his  fathei's  death, 
he  obliged  all  the  forces  he  commanded  at  Al  Rakka  to  take 
the  oath  of  alWiance  to  him,  and  pr^d  away  with  the  utmofl: 
celerity  to  Bagiddd,  where  he  arrived  the  8th  of  the  former 
Jemaaoy  the  prcfent  year.     Upon  his  arrival,  he  was  inau- 
gurated with  the  ufual  formalities,  and  acknowleged  emperor 
of  the  faithful  by  all  his  fdbje£ts  there.     His  modier  Bakbta- 
jairtaby  called  by  fomc  writers  Khddt',-  and  by  others  Hthac,  or 
Hibaea,  was  the  daughter  of  AlKafemEbnAb^allah  Ebn  Saliman 
EbH  H^aheb,  the  prime  minifter,  or  Fijtr.     This  we  find  af- 
ferted  by  Eutychlui,  though  the  contrary  feems  to  be  intimated 
hy  Abujaa/ar  AlTabari  i  who  relates,  that  this  ^/ A^a/im,  in 
Al  Ma'tadti%  life^time,  formed  a  dcfign  to  exclude  Al  Me£!afi 
ifora  the  fuccelEon,  to  which  was  privy  only  Badar-,  or  Badir^ 
who  had  a  vaft  afcendant  over  that  Khali/.    Al  Kafem,  there- 
fore, continues  the  fame  authi>r,  being  afraid  that  Badar  would 
difcover  the  whole  affeir  to  Al  Mi>£lafi^  infpircd  the  Kho!}/ 

"Grig.  Abu'l-Faraj,  obi  fup.  p.  279 i8j.  D'Hbkbel. 
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with  faitimcats  by  no  memt  fiivow^le  to  him.     As   BmJm 
then  rcfided  in  Aijthalt  or  th«  Ptrfiau  Irai,  at  Come  diftaacx 
^m  Baghd&d,  and  confequctitly  WW  incapable  of  obvut* 
ing  the  ill  impteiBoQs  made  oil  tfac  Khaiif^  ralod   hj   ha 
enemy's  infinuationt,    ^  Keftm  ea&ly   prevailed   upoo   ^ 
MoBafi  to  fend  aa  army  againtl  him.      But  before  this  mcA- 
ftire  wu  a3iial)y  purfiied,  the  Khalif  found  means  to  Imbe 
the  gr«ate{t  part  of  Badar'i  troops  to  dclert  him,   by  privately 
dillributine  very  confkderable  fums  of  money  amungft  tben; 
which  obliged  that  commander  himfelf  to  retire   to  If^tt. 
Al  MtlUiJi,  having  been  informed  of  what  bad  happer^ 
moved  at  the  head  of  his  forces  to  attack  him.     But,  befen 
hoftilitics  commenced,  Al  f^"/""  fcnt  Al  Htram,   the  ;iniH 
eipal  judge,  to  Bajar,  to  olnr  him  a  pardon,  provided  he 
would  fubmit  to  the  Khali/,  and  lay  down  hi*  Anns.      Thii 
being  accepted  by  Badqr,  upon  the  terms  pfcfcribcd.  he  )m- 
mediately  difbanded  his  troops,  and  fct  out  with  Al  Harem  {or 
BaghMd.  Of  which  Al  KMfim  having  been  apprized,  be  &iita 
perfon  to  takeoff  his  head  upon  the  road;  which  being  don^ 
and  the  head  brought  to  Baghdad^  Al  M»£lafi  returned  to  l» 
capital  in  peace.     This  article  renders  it  improbable,  if  we 
admit  it  k>  be  true,  that  the  nev/Kbali/'s  mother  was  AlKaJnlt 
daughter ;  as  it  cannot  well  be  fuppofcd  that  the  Viftr  wouU 
have  entered  into  any  Icheme  that  had  the  lead  tendency  to 
forward  the  exctuTioa  of  his  grandfon  Al  MaBaji  from  the 
MojUm  throne  ". 
Tht  Kar-       The  fame  year,  the  Karmaiians,  under  the  command  of 
inatian*     Yal^a  Ehn   Zairuna,    advanced  to  Rufi/a,    and    overthtew 
mait  mn     Sbair,  the  DeyUimite,  who  was  fent  againll  them  by  the  Kha- 
irnipiien    /,y^  \q  t^c  neighbourhood  of  that  city.     Shatr  himfelf  wii 
hua  Syria.  juJlcJ  in  the  action,  and  his  forces  utterly  difperfed  j  afta 
which,  the  rebels  burnt  the  great  mofque  at  Riifafa^  and  n- 
vaged  all  the  adjacent  territory.     From  thence  they  nardied 
into  S^riOf  routed  Harun  Ebn  Khamarawiyah  Ebn  Almud  Eht 
TolHti'i  forces,  under  the  condu^  of  Ta'j  £in  Ho»^,  or 
7aga}  Ebn  Jof  Al  Fargdni,  as  he  is  called  by  Eutyibiui,  and 
It  lall  laid  iiege  to  Damajius.     But  HarutXy  having  fejit  Btir 
Al ydmiimi  with  a  reinforcement  into  Syria,  after  thejundiaa 
of  thofe  troops  with  the  army  commanded  by  Ta'j,  his  forca 
atucked  Yabya  with  fuch  bravery,  that  they  intirely  dcjeatid 
him,  killed  him  upon  the  fpot,  with  a  vail  number  of  his 
men,  and  forced  his  camp.     This  blow,  however,  did  not 
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dlfikcarten  the  Karmatiant ;  who  thereupon,  defied  his  brother 
^i.Hefe'ut,  then  ttot  above  twenty-two  year*  of  age,  their  gene- 
ral, m  bis  room.  Al  Hofiin,  having  biecn  joined  by  a  body  of 
auxiliary  troops,  penetrated  to  Htmt,  and  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  that  city.  From  thence  he  moved  towards  Damafiut,  in 
order  to  form  a  fecond  umc  the  Ikge  of  that  place ;  but  the 
inhabitant!,  br  paying  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  lay  afide  that  defign.  He,  thcrrforc,  retorned 
to  Ji^KS^  from  whence  he  advanced  to  Ht/nah  and  Maura, 
or  Udearrtty  neac  two  days  journey  from  Kianifrin,  fcized  upon 
both  thofe  cities,  and  put  the  greated  pan  of  their  inhabitanta 
to  the  fvrord.  Thole  oiBaelkec  he  ferved  in  the  fame  mail- 
lier.  But  Satamyeby  a  town  in  the  dilhifi  of  Hems,  or>  as 
othera  will  have  it,  in  that  of  Hanrnb,  being  a  place  of  con- 
fiilcrable  Arength,  he  was  obliged  to  promife  the  people  of 
it  their  lives,  and  the  fecure  poReffion  of  allthelr  cne&e,  be- 
fore he  could  pcrfuade  them  to  furrender  it  to  him.  Notwlth- 
ftanding  which,  he  had  no  fooner  entered  the  town,  than  he 
ordered  them  all,  without  dtftin6Hon  of  fcx  or  age,  together 
with  their  cattle  and  domeflic  animals,  in  open  defiance  of  tlie 
capitulation,  to  be  put  to  the  fword  ». 

It  muft  be  here  obferved,  that  xhis^lHefiia,  now  at  the  head  ^'/  ">■• 
of  the  Karmatiani,  pretended  to  be  /fbmed,  the  fon  of  Mo-  '•''^"^^ 
bamnud,  the  fon  of  I/matl,  the  fon  of  faafar,  furnamed  Al^f  div*- 
Sadiiy  or  tht  Jufi^  the  fixth  Jmam;  and,  in  order  to  render-^^'"^ 
thit  the  more  credible,  he  (hewed  a  mole,  or  wart,  on  his     "^*' 
faire,  which,  as  he  affirmed,  refembled  that  of  his  father  Mo' 
hammed  in  the  fame  place.     Hence  he  had  given  him,  byway 
of  derilion  or  ridicule,  the  furname  of  Sabei  At  Samah,  and 
the  general  that  commanded  under  him  ^M  oi  Saheb  jf I  Khali 
the  words  Samah  and  Kbal  in  Arabii:  denoting  the  fame  thing.^ 
^bout  two  years  before  this  irruption  of  the  Karmatians  into 
Syria,  M  Ebn  Jhd'ala^x  Al  Bagavii  died  at  Mtua.     After  . 
the  furrender  of  SaUimiyab,  Al  Hofiin  deAroyed  a  great  num- 
ber of  towns  and  villages  in  Syria,  killed  many  of  the  Kba- 
lif'i  fubjeds  there,  carried  others  of  them  into  captivity,  and, 
in  fine,  laid  the  mod  confiderable  part  of  that  fine  country 
waftewith  fire  and  fword  P. 

A  little  before  this  time,  the  African  Mtjltms,  having  equip-  7S#  mli- 
ped  a  mighty  fleet,  reduced  che  ifland  of  Ltnaias,  and,  ravag-  '"^  f: 
m^  without  controul  the  coafls  of  Afta,  threw  the  imperial  city  '^"•m 

•  Abu  Jaafak  AlTabar.  Al  Maein,  ubi  fup.  p.  182.  Eu- 
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bifaMtn  itfelf  into  a  great  conllcrnation.  The  Areh  fleet  in  this  es- 
th*  Mof-  pedition  was  commanded  by  Leo  Triptlites,  a  renegado,  wrlu 
Veaamxd  made  h'tmfelf  mailer  of  TheJJalonicat^zutan^  to  pieces  cfae 
'^'  greatcfl  part  of  the  garifon,  and  taking  ChatsJUuiut,  tbc  ion 

Greeks,    perial  governor,  prifoner.  However,  the  place  was  aftcrvrxHi 
redeemed  with  a  lai^e  Turn  by  Simetny  one  of  the  cmperar'f 
tecrctaries,  who  was  on  that  account  raifcd  to  the  rmnk  of  pa- 
trician.    Leo  then  failed  to  Crete,  and  dilbibutcd  part  of  the 
plunder  he  had  met  with  at  Lemaos,  which  he  abandoned  feon 
after  it  fell  into  his  hands,  Tbtffahnlea^  ind  on  tbe  coaflx  flf 
,         JJia,  amongft  the  Moflems  there.    After  which*  be  Rtuncrf 
borne,  without  having  fuftained  any  confidcnble  lofi.     TIk 
emperor,  not  being  able  to  make  head  anunft  the  Afmficma  by 
fea,  fent  jfndrenicus  Ducai,  and  Eufiathnu  jirgyrvj,  into  tbe 
Eaft,  in  order  to  atuck  them  by  land }  which  they  did  v'lA 
great  fuccefs,  having  gained  feveral  victories  over  them.  Tbii 
we  learn  from  the  Grtei  writers  only,  not  die  leaft  mcotioii 
being  mode  of  fiich  an  eaftern  expedition  by  any  of  AeJt'^ 
biftorians  9. 
n*  Ehs-       The  following  year,  being  the  290th  of  the  H*fr^,  a»- 
Hfi/rrcet  ijieoclng  December  ^th,<)02,ths  KbahfjflMe^afi^aJnyfx, 
mei  able  i»  one  of  his  commanders,  with  a  body  of  lo,ooo  men,  to  at- 
w^ttlhi  (j^j£  tt^  Karmaltani.     As  foon  as  that  general  came  up  witfc 
Kuma-     j|^^  rebels,  his  men  immediately  threw  off  their  cloaths,  ard 
''        charged  them  with  great  fury.  But  the  Karmatitmty  animated 
by  Al  MotavJik,  who  commanded  them,  routed  the  KheUfi 
forces,  and  cut  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  them  in  pieces; 
M  A'x  htmfetf,  attended  by  the  Qiattercd  remains  of  his  ara^ 
with  Krcat  difficulty,  making  his  cicape  to  /tieppoj  whitberbe 
wascTofelypurfuedbyj/i'jl/iiWu'fi,  who  laid  ficgc  to  the  town. 
But  the  inhabitants,  fupponed  by  jfl/fz's  troops,  repulfed  his 
in  all  his  attacks,  and  at  laft  forced  him  to  abandon  tbe  fit^ 
The  Kbalif,  receiving  advice  of  what  had  happened,  retind 
to  Al  Raiia,  and  fent  feveral  other  bodies  of  troops  aftcrwaids 
againll  the  KarmatianSy  but  without  cf^d.     This  enabled 
Al  Hofein  to  ravage  the  provinces  through  which  be  moved 
without  controul '. 
7he  Chri'      It  feems  to  appear  from  fome  of  the  Greek  writers,  that,  i 
AiiniiV   little  before  this  time,  iiic  MoJUms  invaded  the  imperial  terni»> 
vaJt  the    ries  with  a  very  numerous  and  formi<JabIe  army ;  which  c^if «l 
Moflem    the  emperor  to  difpatch  Uimerius  and  AndroHinis  Dutat  ^ludi 
urtUt.      them.  They  were  both  generals  of  great  courage,  experience, 
''"•  and  conduA,  continue  ttwfe  authiHS;  but  a  fatal  mifiutderfliiMl- 
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ing  between  them,  which  was  owing  to  the  malicious  intrigue* 
of  one  Samsnai,  put  a  Hop  to  the  progrefs  of  their  armi.  But 
the  particulars  of  this  expedition,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  for- 
mer, have  been  palled  over  in  (ilencc  by  both  the  Perfian  and 
jirab  hiftorians '. 

The  next  year,  being  the  291(1  of  the  Hijra,  beginning  The  Kha- 
Nevgmier  24th,  903,  the  Khali/,  having  been  informed  that  liPj  "v^ 
yf/  Hafiiit  had  pillaged  fcveral  parts  of  Syria,  and  put  the  reft  *vtr- 
uiMler  contribution,  took  the  iield  with  an  army  of  100,000  ^'**"*' 
■ncn,in  order  to  reduce  him.     He  advanced  firft  to  JlRaiiCy  Kaf"»-  ' 
upon  the  Euphratu^  and  from  thence  detached  Mtbamrtttd  "■"•• 
Ebn  Saliman,  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  to  go  in  quelt  of 
the  rebels,  who  retired  at  his  approach ;  but  at  laft  he  came 
up  with  them,  and  attacked  them  with  fuch  bravery,  that  be 
intirety  defeated  them,  without  having  fudaincd  any  conlidcr- 
ablc  lofs.    A  great  number  of  the  rebels  perlthed  in  the  ac- 
Uon>  and  fia/tin  himfelf,  together  with  the  general  who  a^led 
under  him,  and  360  of  his  men,  fell  into  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  KhaHfs  officers,  who  conduced  them  under  an  cfcone, 
as  prifoners,  to  Baghdad.     It  appears  from  /fbui/eda,  who  ia 
Aa  particular  has  followed  Sharif  Ai  Abtd,  an  author  that 
lived  before  him,  that  the  battle  was  fought  at  a  place  called  . 
Ttnnnt.    After  this  vi^iVj  which  was  complete,  and  gained 
in  the  y  ift  year  of  the  Htjra^  if  we  will  believe  Abu  Jaa~ 
far  Al  Tahan,  and  not  in  the  Z90th,  as  is  fuggefted  by  M* 
D'JJtritlat,  the  Khallf  entertd  triumphantly  his  capital,  and 
ordered  the  hands  and  feet  of  all  the  Karmat'ian  priftners,  noC 
excepting  thofe  of  Al  Hafein  himfelf,  to  be  firft  cut  off,  and 
afterwards  their  beads.     Our  readers  will  not  be  furpriced, 
that  we  fljould  prefer  the  authority  of  Aiu  Jaafar  Al  Tabarif 
ftikd  by  Mr.  Ocklty  the  Livy  of  the  Arabians,  in  the  point  be- 
fore us,  to  that  of  any  other  writer  followed  by  M.  D'HerbeUt, 
after  we  have  informed  them,  that  the  French  author  himfelf 
aflcrts,  in  the  moft  politivc  and  express  terms,  that  the  Tarikb 
of  jibu  Jaafar  Al  Tabari  is  allowed  by  the  Mchammidata 
themfelvcs  to  be  the  very  bafis  and  foundi^on  of  the  Mojlem 
hiftory  '. 

Thb  fame  year,  according  to  Abu'l-'Faraj,  thc7«r*i  made  Ti^Torki 
an  irruption  into  Mawara'lnalv-  with  a  prodigious  army;  no  mah  am 
lels  than  700  officers  of  fuperior  rank  havi'ng,  amongil  the  inuftiom 
reft,   pitched  their  tents  Jn  that  province.     However,  the'i'oMa- 
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Kbaltft  forcM  fell  upon  diis  vift  muItiOMle  earijr  in  tfic  tnam- 
ing,  put  them  to  flight,  and  matlc  a  terrible  flaughter  of  cbem. 
Soon  after  which,  the  Grttis^  according  to  this  author,  estcr- 
ed  the  J^aJUut  territories  with  an  army  oF  loOtOOO  men,  di- 
vided  into  ten  bodies,  which  burnt  (everal  towns  and  viilagn, 
carrieil  oAF  a  pretty  large  number  of  prifonen,  and  tfaoj  re- 
tired of  their  own  accord^  without  having  done  any  thing  very 
eonfiderable.     Thii  may  poffibly  be  the  expedition  mendcMieJ 
in  the  preceding  page ;  but  that  it  really  is  To,  we  muft  not  pte- 
fiimc  to  aflert.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  will,  as  it  has  been  but  jnft 
Uken  notice  (^hy  Abu'l-Paraj^  who  has  fczrce  touched  npofl 
any  parlicutais  relating  to  it,  we  can  fay  nothing  farther  of  it 
here.     Jhu'l  Abb^  Mmtd  Ebit  Tahya  Ebn  ZeiJy  a  famcn 
grammarian  and  philologer  of  the  univcdity  of  CAfa^  departed 
this  life  the  prerent  year,  at  Baghdad.     It  appears  from  .^W- 
fida^  that  Ibrahim  Ebn  Abnud  Ebn  Mtbammed  Ebn  Unim 
Bin  At  Aglab^  Khaltf  of  Kairwan,  died   in  the   montii  of 
Dbu'Uaada,  in  Sicily,  the  prefcnt  year.    The  l>ody  was  camtd 
«ut  of  that  illand  to  A/rica,  and  interred  at  Kairwan.    Tbti 
&tv^m  was  a  perfon  of  great  penetration,  famous  for  Ma 
wonderful  memory,  extremely  devout,  charitable  to  the  poor, 
and,  in  fine,  one  of  the  beft  and  moft  excellent  princes  of  tfac 
family  of  Al  Agiab  ". 
7j«Mof-      If  we  will  believe  Eiitjthiui,iiKM9pmu  *oo^  Selmds^rm 
lemt  taie  the  iUmant,  in  tiie  month  of  the  latter  Jiabi,  either  this  ortbt 
Sckucia.  pnceding  year,  and  fent  a  vaft  number  of  the  ensmy,  wbat 
ihej  had  made  prifoners  on  this  occafion,  in  the  month  of  ^- 
j*i,  into  Egypt.    The  fame  audtor  writes,  that,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  the  KhaHfat  of  Al  Mtffafi,  the  NiU  did  not  rife  abore 
thiitoen  cubits,  notwithftanding  the  prayers  of  the  Cbriflitaa^ 
Jtvu,  and  Mthammedam,  to  implore  m>m  heaven  a  fanhff 
increafe  of  the  waters  of  that  river.     About  this  time,  one 
Eytiet  or  it/iof,  was  conltituted  patriarch  of  Anttocb,  and  te- 
nained  in  that  fee  twenty-eight  years.  Befides  which,  nothing 
maMrial,  as  far  as  can  be  colle^d  from  the  Arab  writeis,  hap- 
pened in  the  Moflitn  empire,  the  prefentyear  "■. 
Tht  Kha-      The  zgld  year  of  the  Hejra^  in  a  great  meafure  ctMsd- 
lif* /er<«  ^^"*  with  the  gosih  of  the  Chrifian  ara,  proved  fatal  to  die 
tttiaatr      houfc  of  TtlAn  in  Syria  and  Egypt.     The  Khali f  Al  MtSaf, 
Syria  and  flufhed  with  the  good  fuccefs  that  had  attended  his  arms  the  pre- 
Egypt.      ceding  campaign,rcro!vedtoattcmpt  the  intirereduAion  of  thofe 
provinces.  To  this  he  was  farther  excited  by  the  great  lofs  fuf- 

■■  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj,  ubi  fup.  Ism.  Abvlfed.  excnpt  ec 
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ained  by  HariiB  Eba  Kiamtnumjiyah  Etm  Abmtd  Ehn  TeMit  \a 
he   Karmatian  war^  two  or  'three  years  before,  wherein  all 
n'ls  beil  commanders  weie  cut  off,  and  the  flower  of  his  forces 
paiflied.    He,  therefore,  itrA  Mohammed  Ebn  Seiiman  with  a 
powerful  army  to  make  himfelf  mafter  both  of  Syria  and 
Egypt  J  who  nrft  attacked  and  defeated  a  large  body  of  the 
iCarTiiatian  troops  near  Htms,  and  took  700  of  (hem  prifoners. 
Soon  after  which,  one  of  his  parties  came  up  with  AlNajim^ 
the  general  that  commanded  them,  who  had  made  his  efcape 
out  of  the  battle,  at  a  village  called  Al  Dalta,  feizcd  him,  and 
brought  htm  to  Mahammed  Ebn  Saiiman,  who  (ent  him,  toge- 
ther with  the  700  prifoners,  under  a  ftrong  efcorte,  to  the 
Khalifa  then  ztAlRakie.     Upon  their  arrival,  that  prince  or- 
dered dtem  all  to  be  conducted  to  Baghdad;  where  AIN^mit 
was  firfi  tortured,  aod  afterwards  beheaded,  and  the  others 
ptit  to  deo^,  without  mercy.     The  bodies  of  AtNijem  and 
ike  other  principal  Karmatian  captives  were,  after  thele  cxe- 
cutioos,  hung  upon  gibbets  ervdtcd  for  that  purpofe  wnthouc 
the  gates  of  the  city.     From  Hems',  which  after  this  vi^oiy 
fanniediately  furrendered  to  him,  Mohammed   Ebn   Soiimam 
marched  to  Damafcus ;  the  gates  of  which  city  Badr  Aifa- 
maMtf  Harin's  commandant  there,  opened  to  him  at  his  ap- 
proach.     After  the  furrender  of  Damafeus,  Mohammed  led  his 
army  through  Paieftint,  in  order  to  reach  with  all  poffible 
expedition  the  borders  of  Egypt.     Harun,  receiving  advice  of 
Afcbammed'a  marcJi,  advanced  with  his  forces  to  the  frontiers, 
to  difpute  the  paJTage  into  his  kingdom  with  him.     By  the 
advice  of  his  generals,  hetookpoll  in  a  place  called  AlAhbdsta^ 
in  that  part  of  Egypt  known  fay  the  name  of  Al  Huf,  where  he 
waited  for  Mobamnud  Ebn  Sehman,  In  the  mean  time,  tiamia- 
nus,  or  Damlfin,  a  Greei,  the  Khalif's  admiral,  appeared  with 
that  prince's  fleet  of^the  coafts  oi  Egypt,  and  laruled  a  body  of 
troops,  that  routed  a  large  detachment  of  Harin  Ebn  Kha- 
marawiyab'3  forces  at  7aiiMah,  Shaibin  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Ttlun^ 
imagining  that  a  favourable  opportunity  now  offered  of  fetting 
up  for  himfelf,  aflaffinated  his  nephew  HarUn  Ebn  Khamara- 
toiyab  on  Sunday  the  l3th  of  the  month  Safar,  and  for  fome 
days  was  confidered  as  the  fovereign  of  Egypt.     But  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  having  an  utter  averfion  to  the  aflaflin,  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mohammed  Ebn  Soliman,  preffing  him  to  haAen  his 
march,  and  affiiring  him  that  they  were  ready  to  fubmit  to 
the  Khalif,  provided  that  prince  would  taL:e  them  under  his 
protcdion.     Mohammed,  having  granted  their  requeft,  and 
fcnt  them  fuch  an  anfwer  as  fatisfied  them  in  every  particular, 
entered  Egypt  the  28th  of  Safar^  without  opp(rfition.     After 
which,  he  advanced  with  his  atmy  drawn  up  in  order  of  b^ttla 
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to  AlXsyah,  at  2  fmaD  difiann  froio  MtfrfVihttc  be  waa  mm 
by  ShaibAM  hiairdf,  and  feveral'of  his  bnithrrs,  who  fubroind 
to  the  Khaltfi  upon  which,  an  unlimited  pardon  and  an- 
ncHy  were  granted  them  by  M^icmmtd,  in  his  mafter's  name, 
both  fof  their  lives  and  effe^.     However,  that  general  a- 
dered  all  the  officers  and  fecretarics  that  had  been  in  the  &!■ 
vice  of  the  liimi]^  of  tel^n  to  leave  Egypt,  and  retire  win 
tbeir  efleds,  the  poileffion  of  which  was  fecurcd  to  tbcm,  u 
Baghdad,     As  for  Mahammtd  \um(Afy  he  cxaSed  of  chofe  ti 
whom  he  bad  granted  the  Khaltfi  protedion,  and  otfaen, 
the  Turn  of  1,000,000  dinars,  remained  fix  months  at  the  bcii 
of  the  adminifiration  in  Egypt,  and  then,  after  he  bad  fabib- 
tuted  in  his  room  ffa  Jl  N^Jheri,   to  govern  the   province 
went  to  Irak.     Here  he  alfo  collet^cd  another  Turn,  drawn  ocr 
of  various  provinces,  amounting  to  1,000,000  dinars^  ibr  die 
ufe  of  the  Khalif.     But  that  prince  having  been  ittfbnnett, 
that  Mohammid  had  imbczzled  a  confiderable   part  of  tk 
public  revenues  of  Egypt,  and  amafled  to  himfclf  vaft  fitmi 
of  money  there,  put  him  under  arrefl,  and  even   loaded  faun 
with  irons,  in  order  to  oblige  hioi  torefijnd  what  he  hadpv- 
loined  in  that  opulent  country.     After  Mobamme^s  arrivi  ii 
Irak,  Alchamined  Ebn  AH  Al  Kha'.lj,  one  of  HatAiCs  cm- 
nianders  in  Syria,  who  had  remained  for  fome  time  with 
Mohammed  Ebn  Soliman  there,  revolted  againft  die  Xic^, 
and  polled  himfelf  with  a  body  of  troops  he  had  aflemUcd  t. 
j^/JiafR^,  threatening  to  make  an  irruption  into  Erfpt.    The 
news  of  Al  KhaUj'%  dcfign  reaching  the  cars  of  Jfa  AIM- 
Jheri^  he  and  Al  Hafein  Lbn  Ahnud  Al  Mader&ni  put  thcm- 
fclves  at  the  bead  of  the  farces  in  E^ypt,  and  advanced  ts> 
wards  the  frontiers,  in  order  to  meet  him,  and  give  him  baolt ; 
but  receiving  advice  of  his  approach,  and  being  informed  that 
his  army  was  mucli  more  numerous  than  had  before  been  gi- 
ven out,  they  retired  with  great  precipitation  t»  Al  Fi/~1, 
Not  thinking  thcmfelves  fafe  there,  they  fied,  after  a  Ibot 
ftay,   to  Aljiza;    burning  two  bridges  in  their  flight,  (0 
prevent  Al  Khalij  from  coming  up  with  them.     In  fine,  tb^ 
were  ftruclc  with  futh  tetror,  that  they  never  continued  long 
in  one  place,  but  moved  about  the  country  ai  if  they  bad 
been  purfued  by  an  enemy  of  fuperior  Itrength.     This  threw 
the  inhabitants  of  ^/ /*«;?<;',  now  intiicly  abiidoned,  andltft 
without  a  governor,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  adjacent  diibid, 
into  fuch  a  confteniation,  that  Al  Khalij  leized  upon  M<jr, 
which  be  entered  un  Thursday  the  i6th  of  Dht^Uaada,  ibt 
priffent  year,  without  oppolition,   and  rc&ded  there  e^ 
months.  Afttrthecxpirationof  ttutihortterm,hc  wasdnRa 
out  of  Egypt  by  the  Khalifa  troops,  »  will  more  clearly  1^ 
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>car  from  out  enuoKratioa  of  th«  principal  tnutCiAkUB  of  the 
ollowing  ytar*. 

The  next  year,  beine  the  293d  of  the  Htjra,  comratac-  And  it- 
ing  NevtTuhtr  z4,  qoj,  M  Me'itafi  Tent  an  amy  into  Egypt,  ftft  Mff- . 
Lifider  the  command  of/i^^f,  hia  freed-'man,  and  BaJr  Al  Fail  i^^f^i 
jfamdtni,  to  reduce  the  rebel  Mohammtd  Sin  Alt  Al  Khalij.  ^^  Aii 
T"he  Kbfillf'a  forces  found  him  pofted  near  Al  Foftat,  and,  4.'  ^*"* 
aftu:  a  Iharp  engagement,  intirely  defeated  him.     Al  Kh&Uj  "J  "*^'' 
himfelf,  however,  found  means  to  make  his  cfcape,  though 
he  wa>  Ibon  after  taken  out  of  ^e  lurlung-placc  where  he  had 
lain   concealed,  and  brought  to  Ifa  Al  NAJhtri;  who  fent 
faim,  with  a  great  number  of  rebel  officers,  in  the  month  of 
Rajeh,  to  itic  Khali f  at  Baghdad.    Upon  their  arrival  there, 
^l  Mit'eiap  ordered  them  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  thrown 
into  prifon.     He  alio  recalled  Fattc,  'after  he  had  made  a  tri- 
umphant entry  into  AlFtftat,  and  appointed  Jfa  Ebn  Mabam^ 
ntsd  MNiiJbtri  tQ  preside  over  the  province  of  Egypt  r. 

The  fame  year,  the  Karmatiam,  under  the  command  oiTbt  Ka^ 
2akr£tui  Ehn  Alabruna,  feized  upon  Adhraii  and  Bafra^  piJ'  matiani 
lagcd  thoJe  two  cities,  and  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword.  ""^  *^ 
After  which,  tUly  advanced. to  Damafiut,  flew  Saleh  Sbn^"'^ 
Fadl,  rite  governor's  deputy  there,  ana  plundered  the  adja-  '^"f"^ 
cent  diflria.     But  they  were  repulfed,  in  a  fally,  by  the  gari-  ""I'™ 
Ibn,  who  drove  them  ftora  the  place,  after  they  hao  dellroyed  '"V"*' 
abundance  of  their  men.     Notwithllanding  which,  Zairilna 
maniicd  to  Tiberiat,  called  by  the  Araht  Tabariyah,  where  he 
was  met  by  Yuftf  Ebu  Ibrahim,  with  a  body  of  the  Khalifa 
forces,  who  gave  him  battle,  intirely  deflated  him,  and  pur- 
fued  him  into  the  defart  as  hiaaAl  Sawaii,    Here,  boweve^ 
ZatriSna  waited  for  Tufi/f  overthrew  him  in  his  tiim,  with 
very  great  flaughter,  and  made  himfelf  mal^r  of  his  camp. 
The  place  where  this  batde  was  fought  is  called  by  fame  au- 
thors Sabiam,  and  laid  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kadifia^ 
a  city  of  the  Bahjlmian  Irai,  about  fifteen  parafangs  off  C^/a* 
Be  tliat  as  tt  will,  lb  uncxpcdcd  a  blow  as  this  could  not  but 
greatly  cmbarrals  ihc  Khalifs  affairs.     About  this'time,  dieS 
Ahm/d  Eba  Tahya  Ebn  IJbak,  the  Raivandian,  who  wrote  a 
pax  number  of  impious  books,  according  to  Sbahah'ddin,  at 
Rahabah.     We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that  the  Grtekt 
invaded  the  Mejltm  territories,  took  the  city  of  Cyrrhuty  or 

■  EvTVCH.  obi  fop  p.  49O— 499.  Abu  Jaafah  Al  Tabar. 
Al  Makin,  ubi  T^ip.  Ckec.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  ubi  fup.  p.  283, 
184.  Iiu.Abulfed.  inchron.  adan.Hej.  zgz.  '  Eutvch. 

nbi  fup.  p.  498,  499.  Abo  Jaatah  Al  Tabar.  AlMakin,  et  . 
Gteo.  Asu'l'Fara],  ubi  (up.  D'Herbbl.  Bjbl.  orieat,  ubi  Cup.  ^ 
p.  S9»- 
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KuTui,  burnt  the  great  mofque  there,  mailacred  moftofir] 
inhabitants,  ind  carried  off  the  reft  with  tbem  piiibnen,  i 
prefenlyear  •. 
Tif  Kar-  The  following  year,  being  the  294th  of  the  Hijrt,  4 
matiani  Karmatiant,  who  ftitl  remained  in  the  dcTart,  fell  upon  a  o 
fb(ndcr  a  ravaa  going  to  Mtcea^  plundered  it,  and  put  about  20,ccc 
tnrwem  pilgrims  to  the  fword.  This  fo  inraged  the  KbaHf,  dial  k 
""'""  ■"  immediately  fent  IVasif,  one  of  his  generals,  with  a  cw&i- 
rabie  body  of  his  troops,  to  take  vengexnce  of  them  hi  i 
""^"j't  daring  an  aflVont.  fVailf^  in  purfuance  of  his  orders,  Im 
"t'^h  ^""^  "P  *''^'  them,  and  attacked  them,  loaded  and  tiia«' 
f.p  moded  wlih  the  fpoils  they  had  taken,  Co  opportunely,  ik, 

/'Bot         '^'^^  ^"  obftinate  refiftance,  he  put  them  to  the  rout   Z*- 
™  '        iruna,  their  chief,  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  adion,  iodiid 
of  a  contufion  he  had  received,  that  hurt  his  brain,  find^ 
after  ;  notwithftanding  which,  IP'ajff  fent  his  body,  taaU 
by  hif  wife,  domeftics,  and   a  great  number  of  Kvmtbm 
prifoners,  to  Bagh^d,    Upon  their  arrival  there,  thcbo(|i, 
preceded  by  lakr&na'i  wife,  was  carried  in  triumph  (tnxigi 
the  principal  ft reets  of  the  city,  and  all  thcprironetsptRiDi 
cruel  death.     This  year,  Ifntatl  Ebn  Ahmtd  Al  SaaiB,  ^ 
Kbaltfoi  the  Tranfixana  and  Khtrafda,  died  at  Saka^ 
The  laft  dtfeat  fo  humhled  the  Karmaiiaiu,  that  theyiWwl 
attempt  to  difturb  therepofeof  the  empire  for  feveralytai". 
th  Kht-      In  the  255th  year  of  the  Htjra,  beginning  OSiitr  ink, 
Jif  Al         907,    the  Khallf  Al  MoRcfi  departed  this  lifi:  at  B*^ 
Moa^a     Some  authors  relate,  that  he  died  the  13th  ot Dbu'lkasiaM 
Jiti  at       others  the  13th  of  Dhu'lhajja,  after  he  had  reigned  ejtteii 
Saghdad.  yearsi  fix  monthE,  and  twenty  days,  or  fix  years,  nine  moidi. 
and  two  days.  With  regard  to  his  age,  the  Arab  writen  Hkrt^ 
differ;  fome  of  themmakinghim alittlcabovethirty-ooe,a>> 
othen  thirty-three,  years  old  at  the  rime  of  his  deitli.  ^ 
was  fliott  of  ftature,  had  a  handfome  fece,  large  eye),  J"'' 
long  beard.     He  was  likewifc  religious,  muniftcent,  indhul 
anatural  averfion  to  the  etfufion  of  humanblood;  Avm^^ 
{band  it  abfolutely  nccelTary,  on  fome  occalions,  tDpiiniD>'(~ 
bellion  and  other  capital  crimes  in  a  proper  manner.   H(  W 
behind  htm  immenfe  riches,  and  a  numerous  army;  tbn'k 
could  not  re -smiex  to  the  entire  ail  the  provinces  tha W 
been  loft  by  fome  of  his  predecelibrs.   He  bore  an  uncomoM 
affliaion  for  the  family  of  M  Sin  Abu  TaUb,  as  hii  f"*" 
had  done  before  him.     His  principal  favourites  vaeJl^"'    , 

'  Abu  Jaafar  Al  Tabax.  Al  Makih,  gbi  fnp-  F' ''*- 
CHerbki..  BIblioih.  orient,  ubi  Tup.  p.  592,  et  alib.  Gm 
Aati'L-FAKAT;  abifup.  p.  284.  Aaulped.  adan.  Hej.  iS!-'''^ 
tii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p.  ij],  a^3,  et  alib.  >  Am  J»'' 

FAR  Al.  Tab.^r.    Al  Makin,  ct  DIUreel.  nbifpp.  Aw^ 
»»''.id  an.  Ilej.  294.  i"    ! 
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ZhnAlHofiin  and  Battt,  his  frced-man ;  his  V'tfin  MKaftmEhn 
^biFaHah  Ein  SollmAt  Ebn  JVabtb  and  the  above-mentioned 
41  Aibar  Ebn  41  Hojein  Ebn  Aj^b ;  his  judges  Tufif  Abu  Ha- 
'em  Ebn  YakQb,  AhuOmar,  and  AliEbts  Abu'lShmoareh;  and 
■ai  chamberlain  Haflf  Al  Samarkandi.  The  jnfcription  of 
lis  feal  was  Ali  the  fan  of  Ahiazo  puis  his  truji  in  God. 
The  famous  phyfician  !!//(/',  fiirnamed  ^/5ai<r,that  is,  tht 
watchful,  or  the  vigilant,  and  Al  Kas,  that  is,  the  elder,,  or 
the  antient,  flourifllcd  in  this  Khalifs  reign.  Some  authors 
relate,  that  he  feldom  flept  above  fbur  hours,  and  fpent  all 
the  reft  of  the  night  in  ftudy ;  from  whence  he  received  the 
a(ipcllation  of  Al  Sdher.  Others  fay,  that  he  was  deprived  of 
his  natural  reft  by  a  cancer,  and  derived  from  thence  the  firft 
c/  his  furnames ;  and,  in  contirmation  of  this  fentiment,  it 
clearly  appears  f^m  fome  of  his  works,  that  he  was  troubled 
with  fuch  adiforder.  About  nine  months  before  jtlMoifaJTi 
d^th,  IfmaelEbn  Ahmed  AlSammam,  the  fovercign  of  ^«- 
vuard'lnabr  and  Kherefdn,  departed  this  life  i  as  did  Maham- 
mtd  Ebn  Nafr  Al  MeHizi,  a  celebrated  author,  the  preceding 
year,  at  Samarkand.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obferve,  that, 
according  to  Ae  eaftem  hiftorians,  Al  Mandar  Ebn  Mehatn- 
med  Ebn  Aitfalrahmatt,  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary  by  Riderlc 
of  Taleda,  died,  the  i6th  of  the  month  Safar  this  year,  In 
Sftain  b. 

S  E  C  T.    XL. 

UPON  the  death  of  Al MaUaf,  Jaafar  AbuH  Fadbl  AlAndhfye- 
Maktader,  fumamed  -Bi'Uah,  tn  common  with  his  tvoceeMbf 
unmcdiate  predcceflbrs,  afcended  the  Mafkm  throne.  He  was  Al  Mote- 
inaugurated  at  Baghd^  the  very  day  on  which  his  brother  j^/t'der 
M»£ta^  died  J  being  then,  if  we  will  believe  Abu  Jaafar  ^/B.'ilah. 
Tabari,  not  quite  ^urteen  years  of  age.     Hia  mother's  name 
was  either  5«Y,  or  Sha'b,  and  his  own  at  large  Jaafar  Abu'l 
Fadhl  Al  MektadtrBtUah  Ebn  Al  Mo'taded.    T-his  year,  Abu 
Safr  Ahmed  Al  Sammdni  fuccceded  his  father  Ifmael  Ebn  Ah- 
tned  Al  Sammdni  in  the  fovercignty  of  Khorafan  and  A^civa- 
rffhahr ;  as  did  Abdallah  his  brother  Al  Mandar  in  that  of 
An^htfa,  or  Spain.     About  a  month  before  the  laft  event 
banned,  died  Abu  Jaafar  Muhammei  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Na/r 
AlTtrmedi,^.  famous  £«.ffn(><[heologcr  of  the  fe&  of  Al  Shdfe'j. 
An  Emir  arrived  in  Sieiiy,  from  Africa,  with  fome  Majlem 

■  ■*  Aatr  Jaafar  AlTj<ba».  Al  Makin,  uW  fup.  p,  184,  ifij. 
Khondemir,  Abulpeb.  in  chron-  ad  aon  Hrj.  195.  Vide  etli>m 
BuTVCH.  Gmc.  Abu'l-Fak;ij,  et  D'Hebbel.  ubi  fup. 
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troops,  in  the  mondi  of  AC>f }  ind,beingrciflfaKedbf  aho^ 
of  the  Sicilian  forces,  niKle  him&lf  miter  of  7>«rnlw,  di 
Ttammauum  of  the  anticnts,  called  by  the  jb-tikt  Txknii^ 
the  firft  of  j/uguft^  which  happened  to  be  on  StmJ^^  the  pi- 
loitveBT*. 
Al  Moru-     Tub  next  year,  being  the  296th  of  dw  HmVtCoamatc- 
di  Ebo  Al  iif  Sttttmber  30,  008,  Al  ylUat  Ebn  Al  Hofiim^  Al  Mihf- 
Mo'tazz    ^'i  yi^^  and  Fatu,  were  cut  to  piece*   by.  Ae  MJiaj, 
iV^W     commandtdby  ^/y«/<(>i  £^n  A«iuito,whoaflemUedBi 
mTii         tumultuous  manner,  the  twentieth  of  the  forma  Rdiy  wi. 
^°r'"^     not  content  with  that  outrage,  afterwards  depofed  the  JEk^ 
l^f"''       himlcif,  whom  they  defpiled  on  account  of  his  tender  igt 
Tf'iJ^"'  '^'^  Afofim  throne  being  bv  this  means  become  VKMit,  tk; 
*.™?    phoeA  thenon  AiJ'allab  Ein  Al  Mtuax,  furramcdi^*m 
"r^  '^  Al  MinaJx  Si'Hah,  who  appointed  Mehtamntd  £A>  Dni 
'        his  f  j^.    But  Al  Mortal  being  immediately  dcfind  If 
many  of  thofe  who  slfifted  him  in  his  cicvatioo  to  the  Xb- 
t^att  Al  Mtittedtr'i  forces  pioved  fuperior  to  tiioft  cf  tk 
new  Khttiif,    and   intirely  difperfed  them.      Howckti  Jl 
Mtrtadi  made  his  cfcape  into  the  dcfajt,  after  hs  had  m^ 
ed  about  twenty-four  houn,  triiere  he  bky  a  ihort  tineat- 
ceakd.     But  being  Ibon  taken,    he  was  inftantlj  bMM^ 
to  Al  Moktader ;  who  ordered  him  to  be  ftranglcd,  togtikr 
with  Mohammtd  Elm  t>awd  Ebn  Al  Harah^  bu  f^,  ud 
S(nwi?rj£'4»/y/i/fl/S*,  who  had  concealed  him.    Afttr** 
executions,  AlMtrtad^t  body  was  carried  out  of  the  infcn' 
palace,  and  interred  in  a  fpot  of  ground  oppoTite  to  bit  o*« 
houfc,  the  3d  of  the  latter  Jini;;  AlMiAtadtf's  adherents  gno; 
out  evcry-where,  that  he  died  a  natural  dath.  AlMvw,*- 
the  time  of  his  tragical  exit,  Is  Taid  to  have  been  about  ^9  or j» 
.     yearsof  age.     Duringthii  fkieof  O(»)fuiion,  lben»b««-   | 
mitnd  great  dilbrdcrs  at  Baghdad -,  but  the  ringlcadcniMn  J 
foon  after  fctzed,  and  brought  to  condign  puniflwK^  f^ 
all  commotions  appeafed,  both  there  and  in  every  otbcf  p** 
of  the  empire.  As  for  AlHtfiin  Ehn  Hemddti,  Hmm^  ^^ 
been  the  diief  author  of  the  late  revolt,  and  ^e  imoop^  ^ 
menter  of  all  the  difiurbances  conletjucnt  tbereupcni,  ik 
Kba^fy  athis  brother  iirni/ffrsinterceffion,  did  notonlyF- 
don  him,  but  likcwife  made  him  a  prefcnt  of  a  fiunpnw 
veft,  and  conferred  uponhimlikewifethegovenuDentof£^ 
and  K4flfon.     This  year,  there  foil  fuch  an  inusenfe  i)iu^ 
of  foow,  in  one  day,  at  Baghdad,  that  !t  was  four  fixe  it^ 

«\Aeo  JiAFAR  ALTuBAr.  AlMakib,  Ifii.  Asbi"* 
Greo.  Aau'L-F*iiAj,  et  Eotych.  ubi  fop.  lyHERBtL,  BibW- 
orient,  an.  M^tuUr  Bi'lieb,  p.  590,  Chionic.  Sic  Aab.  (W 
rigieof.  ubi  fup. 
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n  every  part  of  the  diftriA  of  that  metropolis ;  which  \stihn 
lad  never  been  known  in  the  memory  of  man.  This  was 
oUo^evd  by  a  mofl  fcvcre  froft ;  during  which  the  cold  was  To  . 
ntcrkf-a,  that  it  deftroyed  moft  of  the  paliO'trees  and  vegetables 
n  the  territory  oi  Baghdad .  Nay,  not  only  water,  vinegar, 
ind  all  odier  liquors,  but  likewife  eggs  of  every  kind,  were 
Tozen  up  by  it,  and  rendered  unfit  fiar  ufe.  It  appears  ftom 
Eutjchius,  tnat  Abu  AbttaUah  Al  Atthlafeb  BrUtA  defeated  the 
KhaHf't^  Kairwan's  foifxi,  and  drove  the  family  of //^;M 
irom  thence, thcprefent year ;  uponwhich,/#i(Mj^,orMwfr, 
7:iySdat'aUahEbnAbittliab  Ebn  IbrahimEbitAbnudEinAte^m- 
mtd  Ebn  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Aglab,  the  head  of  that  family,  fled 
into  Egypt,  where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  Ramadarif 
and  fcam  thence  retired  to  Al  Ramh,  in  which  city  he  fpent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  Aiu  Abttallab  Al  JHehtafeb,  hav- 
ing thus,  by  the  expulfion  of  the  Aglabiuif  made  himfeff 
mafter  of  JCairwin,  placed  Aba  MtbMmnui  Obeifallchy  one 
of  AtPt  defccndtnts,  uporf  the  throne  there,  and  obliged 
all  the  fubjeds  of  that  Khelifai  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him.  This  revolution  in  Africa  occaiioned  an  infuiredion  of 
the  Sieilian  Mojkmt,  under  the  condu^  of  Abi/l  Fawares^ 
a^iDft£6ii  Ziy^y,whom  they  forced  to  abandon  Sicify,  the  firfi 
of  AprH,  909,  and  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Africa.  It 
muft  be  remembered  here,  that  the  unfortunate  prince  AlMar- 
tndi  Elm  Al  Mo'taxx  was  eftcemcd  by  his  cotemporaries  for 
bis  wife  fayings,  his  even  temper  and  tranqullli^  of  mind, 
his  love  of  divine  knowFedge,  and  his  fine  poetical  compofi- 
tions )  and  that  fome  of  his  verfes  have  been  prefervcd  by 
Abu  Janfar  AlTabari '. 

The  following  year,  being  the  a97th  of  the  Hejray  Ifa  Al  Uok- 
EbnMehammed  AlN6Jheri,  Al Moktadtr's  governor  of  Egypt^  ii,tbi 
died,  the  lOth  of  Shaaban,  at  Al  Fefidt ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  Ehalif  ^ 
news  of  his  death  arrived  at  court,  ^cKhalifftat  TaHn  Al  Sjixwiot 
Harari  to  prefide  over  that  province  in  his  ftead.     AbUli'tfdt 
Kafim  "Janeid  Ebn  Mobommtd  Al  Siifi,  the  famous  Imam  of  *"  <*■' 
the  SSfi't,   died  the  prcfcnt  year.     About  this  time,    Lta  V*P' 
was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Jerufalim,  ai!d   fat  feventeen 
vesTS  in  that  fee.     This  year,  Abu  Mehammed  Obei^aliah^ 
thi  founder  of  the  'dynafty  of  the  Fatemiteiy  aflumcd  the 
fumams  of  Al  Ahhdi,  and  greatly  extended  his  conqueAi  in 
Afrita.    Najr,  he  vifited  the  Agkbitt  territories  in  Sicily^  and 

'  Gkiq.  AivY-Pakai,  ubi  fup.  p.  385,  2S6.  Aav  jAArxa 
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exaded  an  oath  of  allegiance  of  the  Adf/kiu  fcttlol  thcK 
He  alfo  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  grandees,  whom  be 
convolced  foon  after  his  arrival  in  the  ifland,  aad  aMtds 
their  deliberations.     WhilQ  he  relided  in  SieHy^  M  JJa^ii 
prince,  or  rcgulus  of  Sejihujfa,  who  }iad  refufed  to  leco^iu 
his  authority,  was  brought  before  him,  and  put  to  death  bfb 
order.     After  he  had  fpent  forty  days  in  this  part  of  hii  do- 
minions, he  returned  \q  Africa.     He  likewife  cau&d  uu^ 
account  to  be  taken  of  all  his  fubje^  properties  and  cfit£), 
'    during  his  refidcnce  at  Raiada,  or  Rakiada,  the  feat  of  tix 
later  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Al  Aglab^  and  fent  ofEccn  lo 
colled  the  uibute  demanded  of  them.     At  die  fame  time,  !^i 
difpaiched  governors  into  all  the  wcftem  provinces  confliffl- 
ing  iheKhaiifat  of  Kainuani  and  in  particular  ^/fla^fii 
Ahmtd  into  Sicily,     Tho'  Abu  Mohammed ObtHalkh  tflimni 
the  furname  of  Mebdi,  or  diriSar  ef  the  faithful,  jtt  tlf 
Mojlemt  bclieye,  that  this  tide  is  properly  applicable  to  kk 
but  the  twelfth  Jmamt  vho  is  to  make  his  appearance  it  l^ 
end  of  the  world*. 
Amihers         In  the  298th  year  of  the  H^rOy  Al  Mobdi  took  t^wobin- 
nvi  agreed  ftlf  the  title,  or  appellation,  of  empertr  of  tbt  faithful,  ah 
abiut  the   gave  out  that  he  was  defcended,  in  a  right  line,  fran  -S 
irigin  of     £!,„  ^i,„  f^leb  and  Fatema,  the  daughter  of  MebammX  Fm 
AlMohdj.  which  reafon,  the  Arab  writers  caU  him  and  his  ddceniwa 
Fdtemites ;  though  fome  of  them  have  banded  down  ts  in  i 
far  dii^rent  account  of  this  ufurper's^  origin,  as  will  berealitr 
be  moie  particularly  obferved,     He  was  bom,  as  (bine  ffH 
have  it,  at  Salamiyah,  or,  as  others  with  more  pittbabilitjiK- 
lieve,  in  Irak,  about  the  269th  year  of  the  Heyra ;  and  baik 
tcity,  from  him  denominated  J^/JAWia,  wherein  hesfttr- 
wards  fined  his  refidence,  the  prefcnt  year.     Before  the  t»- 
clufion  of  it,  ^cording  to  Eutychius,  he  likewife  put  to  deaii 
Abu  AbitgUah  Al  M^afib,  his  general;  but  for  what  tiiiK 
thts'punifhment  was  inflided  on  him,  we  have  not  benb; 
that  annalift  informed  '. 
He  cBtti-       The  next  year,  being  the  299th  of  the  Hejra,  the  jM^ 
nun  lit-    At  Moktadtr  having  been  offended  by  Ali  Ebn  MtbnauiM 
ttrUv       FarM,  removed  him  from  the  poll  of  yifir.    This  hjppeid 
tvtr  th*    in  the  month  of  Dhi^UiaJia  ;  foon  alter  which,  the  £^f 

•  Abv  Jaafas  AlT/ba*.  Ai.  Makib,  nWfop.p.  iSj.  t-i- 
TYCH.  ubi  fup.  Iiu.  Abulpid.  ubi  fup.  Ai.  Kadi  Sbabam'k- 
Did  Ebn  Ani'LDAU  AlHamani,  tn7'<iriii,fen  biftor.caitit^ 
tKoJftr,  ID  Bibliochec.  ETcurial.  D'Hekbbl.  Bibltothec.  oricaLp- 
342.  VideetiuD  Mahcuu  CoBELiuM,  apad  Aaguftia.lBr9i* 
An'>al.  Panoroi.  torn,  fecund.  &  Joan.  Bapt.  Carvs,  p.  19. 
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ixcM  him  into  prifon,  and  appointed  jIJi  Ebn  MohoTnmtd  (or  h»tift  ef 
ither  ^bu  M  Mohammed)  thn  Obeid'allah  Ebn  Tahya  Ebn  AlAglab. 
haiart  to  fuccced  him.  This  V'tfir  was  furnamed  Dakia. 
edraboy  that  'K,thepcrfin  beating  his  brttijif  bccaufe  he  always 
f>[>carc<l  in  that  attitude,  whenever  any  petition  was  put  up  to 
ioi.  j41  Moktader  was  now  wholly  governed  by  his  women 
nd  eunuchs.  Mu'l  Hafan  Mohammed  Ebn  Jhmid,  COia- 
aonly  <:.aWti  Ebn  Kifan,  who  was  extremely  well  veried  both 
n  the  grammar  taught  ai  Cufa,  and  in  that  which  prevailetl 
.t  Bajra,  and  IJhak  Ebn  Hmain,  a  celebrated  phyfician,  died 
iie  prclent  year.  About  this  time,  the  Mafitna-,  under  the 
command  of  Damiaa,  the  Emir  of  Tyre,  and  Lea  of  Tripoli, 
mib  a  (I«et  of  300  fhips,  committed  dreadful  ravages  on  the 
zoafts,  and  in  the  iflands,  of  the  £gian  fca,  and  utterly  de- 
[catetl  the  Greek  navy  in  d  fea-iight  near  the  ifland  oi Samas\ 
Himeriui  himfelf,  the  Greek  admiral,  having  with  much  diffi- 
culty elcaped  to  Mitylene.  I'he  famous  LtKotenut  was  at  that 
time  governor  of  Samoi  \  but  he  could  afFurd  Himeriui  no  con- 
lidcrable  alliitance  in  this  naval  engagement,  MMthdiGoa- 
tinuet)  vi£tuTious  over  the  partisans  of  the  houfe  of  Jl  Aglab, 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prefcnC  year  %. 

The  following  year,  being  the  300th  of  the  Hejra,Hab'  Hii/arttt 
hefaby  one  of///  Mohdi'i  generals,  overthrew  the  Khalifi  andir  ibt^ 
fbiccs   in    the  neighbourhoud  of  Barka,  and  made  himfclf  ctjnmand 
mafter  of  that  city.     After  the  reduction  of  Barka,  then  ex-  '/Hah-, 
treniely  populous,  fltuated  between  Tripoli  and  Egypt,  Hab-  ''"'■'' 
hafab  marched  dirc£lly  xa  Alexandria,  defeated  another  of  the  J"™* 
Kbalift  armies,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  to  cover  the  ^XP*' 
place,  and  then  entered  the  town  without  oppofition.     One 
of  bis  detachments  lilcewife  reduced  Al  Faywii,  taken  partis 
cular  iiotice  of  by  Abulfede,  and  //  Bamaja.     Al  Mthdi^ 
receiving  advice  of  the  great  fuccefs  that  had  attended  his 
arms,  fcnt  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  commanded  by  his  foi^ 
AbulKdfm,  to  the  viflorious  troops  that  had  in  a'nAnner 
conquered  Egypt.     Al  Maktader  alio,  being  informed  of  what 
had  happened,  difpatchcd  Al  Kafem  Ehn  Santa,  with  a  body 
of  auxiliary  troops,  to  reinforce  his  army  in  Egypt,  and  to 
drive  the  rebels  out  of  the  weAern  provinces'^  who,  upon  hii 
arrival  at  Aiyizah,  or  Al  Jiza,  was  joined  by  great  numbera 
of  the  KhaUfi  fubje£b,  that  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts, 
Al  Mailader's  army,  therefore,  in  Egypt,  after  the  junftion  of 
the  forces  commanded  by  Taitn  (ori  according  to  Eutycbim, 
Tuiii)  Al  Harari,  the  governor  of  that  province,  vid  At  ' 
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KAfeyn  Ehn  Sama,  confifted  of  an  hundred  dioiifind  dTcfinc 
men.  Habbafab,  haring  been  acquainted  that  the  Kiaif\ 
ttoOfi  were  in  motion,  advanced  at  die  head  of  his  n; 
to  give  them  battle,  and  at  laft  came  up  widi  thetn  b  it 
iOand  denominated  by  the  Arabt  Ari  AlKbami\*.  Hock 
attacked  them  with  unparalleled  brifay,  nutwUhftia^^ 
theit  force  wat  much  fuperior  to  his  t  but'  the  ap|Hoad)  of  dn 
night  obliged  the  generals  on  both  lidci  to  found  a  mnx. 
The  afiion,  therefore,  wu  by  no  means  decifive,  thoajSo- 
tremely  bloody  \  Takin  and  Al  H^frit  haviog  loft  in  it  %DfiK 
men,  and  Habbafah  iq,ooo.  The  latter,  however,  M 
riot  renew  the  hght  the  next  morning,  but  flolc  off  io  & 
n!ght|  and  found  himfelf  obliged  to  return  home ;  (b  that  ilx 
J^allf'a  troops  remained  malterS  of  the  field  of  battle,  ad, 
in  e&&,  gained  a  viSory,  as  ibey  forced  riie  enemy  to^ 
ion  Egypt.  The  great  church  m._AUxanJrie,  caHed  byttc 
Arabs  Al  Koifariay  pr  Cafarea,  that  had  fiinnerly  \m  i 
pagan  temple,  ereiSed  in  honour  of  Saturn  by  the  baa 
Gtopatra,  queen  of  Bgjpt,  was  fet  on  fire  the  third  ofSiaii; 
though  it  does  not  appear  from  Eutychha,  who  mentieiBts 
»ccic&nt,  that  it  was  then  intirely  confumcd.  The  iinKja, 
died  jfbd'allab  Ebn  AbiaQab  Ebn  tbiber  and  AhiiMhi 
Al  Msftdar  Ebn  Aiehgmmtd  Elm  Abialrabtadth  of  the  luxt 
of  Ommiyab,  who  fwaycd  the  Mefitm  fccptre  in  Sfeia.  Tbr 
former  of  thefe  was  a  brave  experienced  general,  of  onrfia- 
pAte  Ikill  in  the  art  of  war,  w4io  had  diffinguiflied  himftifa 
many  aSiont  of  eclat ;  and  the  latter  was  fucceeded  t^  b 
brother  JbialrahtniH  Ehn  M  Mtniar  Ebn  MtbammiiSh 
Ab^alrahmdn,  who,  according  to  Abu  yaafar  Al  TfliaritH 
^med  the  tide  of  emptrtr  af  tbtfaitbful  in  Spain.  J^^ 
ftiles  this  prince  the  lord,  or  Emir,  of  Andalufia-,  u^  °^ 
him  AbfPallflb  Ebn  Mahammed  Ehn  AbttatrahminBnii^ 
fiam.  He  alfo  relates,  that  this  Abdehabman  was  ftirtj-m 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  that  he  was  gref-(P| 
pf  a  middle  ftaturc,  with  a  reddllh  beard,  which  be  *» 
blacic,  and  of  a  fair  complexion  j  that  he  reigned  alnwcu 
years,  and  h>d  eleven  fons,  one  of  whom,  named  ,Vibi^ 
Al  MaSul,  he  caufed  to  be  put  to  death,  for  fome  criW" 
had  been  guilty  of;  and  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  /H^ 
man,  this  prince's  ion.  We  are  afl'jred  alfo  by  ^c*'' 
Totedt,  that  this  Abttalrabmiin  was  the  fon  oi/^ahamuit  ^- 
fttUah  Ebn  Al  Mondar's  fon,  and  confequently  his  p™*''^" 
iwr's  grandfon ;  that  he  was  twenty  three  years  of  age  w'W 
his  grandfather  died  ;  and  that  he  governed  the  Aj**  * 
$fain  about  fifiqr  years  *.  Tb' 
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rpHE  nexfyear,  beine  ibe  301ft  of  the  Hejra,  Abu  Sa'id  Abu  Skid 
Al  Hamam^  the  Karjnatian  general,  who  made  ait  irruption  Al  Ha- 
Into  Yiamama^  and  tooic  Hajr  and  M  Jhfa,  in  the  reign  of  the  ii"^! '' 
Khalif  At  Wtaded,  wai  ailaffinated  by  one  of  his  domeflics '^.^n«N 
in  a  bath,  and  ruccredcd  in  the  command  of  the  Karnmilan  'jt  «"^ 
forces  by  hU  fon  itf'irf.     The  new  general,  inunediately  after-^"™'" 
hi«  deaion  to  that  hieb  poft,  ordered  the  flelh  of  the  aflaffin,  '*'*'. 
who  murdered  his  fattier,  to  be  torn  off  widi  pincers,  till  he  ^TT" 
expired.     The  Kha&f  Al  Mtktadtr^  being  ofiendcd  at  Ae  jc,— ... 
coivdu^  of  Abu  Alt  AUhamnud  Ein  Obtid'aUah  Ebn  Tefya  (uh/mym 
S^  Khaiam,  his  Vifir,  deprived  him  of  his  office,  and  ad-  jU^,^ /^ 
vznccd  to  the  fublime  poft  of  prime  miniBer  Ali  Ebn  Al  "Ja- 
r£b  in  his  «MHn.     Abnud  Ebn  Ifmatl  Al  SammJini  was  killed 
by  hia  guards,  the  22d  of  the  Utter  funada^  and  buried  in  the 
city  of  htkhara.    This  year,  being  the  feventh  of  Al  Ahi- 
taaer's  reign,  jtbumi  Gebrut  was  conftituted  patriarch  of  Ah' 
xanArioj  according  to  fomc  Chri/iian  writers  followed  bv  Al 
AfoHn,  and  fat  in  that  fee  eleven  years.     Tkefe  authors  like- 
wife  relate,  that  Kefmi,  or  Cffmai,  was  Otadc  patriarch  of  the  * 
ytutbita  there  about  the  fame  time,  add  pnfided  over  thole 
of  that  communion  twelve  years.     Abokt  this  lime,  died  At 
Kadi  Abu  Ah£aUah  Mehammed  Ebu.Ahmtd  Al  Mfcri  Al  Tbt- 
iifif  and  Mthamnud  Ebn  Taiya  Ebn  Nabada,  the  author  sf 
Ae  Cbrenicm  of  Esfahin.    Amran^  the  M9jl§m  prince  of  M 
J[henui  was  murdered  at  Paltrmt,  yanuarj  ■X'jthf  and  Ktrhab 
appointed  Emir,  May  liHi,  the prcfcnt  year  i. 

The  fallowing  year,  being  the  3oad  of  the  AfrVa,  Hat- Ti*  Ul*'' 
iffiihf  or  Habafah,  returned  with  a  numerous  timj  of  Ma-  grebiana 
p-ebiantf  or  weftern  Arabs,  into  Egypt,  and  poflcfled  himfelf  '^vadt 
of  Aiexandria.  He  alfo  defeated  a  body  of  the  Khalifa  forces,  ^XP*- 
commanded  by  Munts,  or  Munat,  and  killed  7000  of  them 
upon  the  fpot;  though  the  remainder  found  ineana  to  throw 
lieinfclvcs  into  the  city  oi  AUxandria,  that  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  Magrtbian  troops.     Soon  after,  J/h)i«  deprived  TffMw 
of  the  government  oi  Egypt ;  and  DacaAlAvtar  was  fent  firom 
Baghdad  to  liicceed  him.  Kerhabt  or  as  he  is  fomctimes  called 
Ebn  Kerhab,  fitted  out  a  fleet  that  deftroyed  a  fquadron  of  fliipi 
fent  by  Al  MihM  to  the  coafl  of  Shify,  under  the  condud  of 
Abu  Khazlr,  his  admiral,  who  was  JcHled  in  the  afiion,  ac- 
cotdin^f  to  the  Cambridgt  Cbronietn,  this  year  K 
Aau  jAAr*a  Al  Taiaii.    Al  Makim,  nbifup.  p.  i89.   Iiu. 
^Abclfeb.  ad  anil.  Hcj.  300.   Rodekic.  Toi-stan.  ubi  fnp.  p. 
^S-  '  EuTYCH.  ubi  fup.  p.  ;o6,  507.  Abulpid.  ad  ana. 

H«]-  301.  Chronic,  Sic.  Cantabrigienf.et  J« ah. Baptist.  Carus. 
ubi  fup.  Al  Makin,  Saracen,  bift.  1.  K.  cap.  xix.  p.  i8t.  196. 
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Aithtl-  Ik  the  303d year  of  the i/yVtf,  beginning  7""'^  i?*,  915,  1 
Urn  tx-  Ho/tin  Ebn  Hamddn  rebelled  ogainft  the  Kb/>lif  id  Mtjifaa- 
tingaijhd  miHf  defeated  an  army  fcnt  againll  hiin,  under  the  commud 
IB  Mefo-  pf  Jfl  Rattk  the  Fifir,  took  all  their  baffiage,  and  even  thie«- 
!»*""'••  ened  the  imperial  city  oiBaghdM  itfelL  But  he  was  at  lift 
overthrown  by  Munas,  or  Munei,  the  eunuch,  the  befi  ge- 
neral Jl  Maitader  had  ;  who  took  him  and  his  fbn  Jb^el- 
wahdb  prifoners,  and  condu£ted  them  under  an  cfcorte,  opoa 
a  camel,  with  oblong  caps,  or  turbants,  upon  their  heads,  ami 
-  velb  of  red  hair-cloth  on  their  bodies,  through  Ai  Mtntiftl,  id 
Baghdad;  where,  immediately  after  their  arrival,  they  vet 
thrown  into  prifon.  This  year,  as  it  fhould  fcem,  the  AV* 
/fffu  made  an  irruption  into  the  imperial  terricortea,  under  ne 
condu£:  of  Damidn,  Emir  of  Tyre,  and  attacked  a  fbrtie6 
called  Strohelen  ;  which  they  would  undoubtedly  have  takca, 
had  not  Darnita  been  furpnzcd  by  death  whilft  he  wascany- 
ing  on  the  fiege.  According  to  .  'bulfida,  the  Greeks  likewife 
penetrated  almoU  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Mtjepotanas^  and 
afterwards  retired  into  their  own  dominions,  with  maay  pi' 
fonera,  and  a  vafl  quantity  of  fpoil,  the  prefent  year.  Stxa 
after  which,  Abu  Mi  Mohammed  Ebn  Abd'ahuekAh,  the  Mt- 
tazalite,  and  Abu  /ibd'alrahmdn  Ahmed  Ebn  AH  Shoaii  M 
Naifawi,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  book  of  traditions,  de- 
parted this  life;  and  the  latter  of  them,  who  died  atAixOy 
was  buried  between  the  mounts  A/ Sa/a  and  Al  Altnsl 
'  However,  the  emprefs  Zat,  who  had  taken  upon  her  tk 
admi nitration,  in  order  to  employ  the  whole  llrengih  <' 
the  empire  againft  the  Bulgarians,  fent  yaannei  HeJoB 
and  Michael  Toxaras,  as  her  embafladors,  to  the  KheSfi 
court,  to  conclude  a  peace  with  that  prince.  Thefe  pw- 
bably  were  the  embafladors  faid  by  fome  of  the  Arai  W- 
ftorians  to  have  arrived  from  ConjlantinafU  at  Baghdad,  in  tbt 
304th,  and  by  others  in  the  3~5th,  year  of  the  Hejm,  iBi 
to  have  been  received  by  the  Khailf  Al  Mahader  with  the  *• 
moft  magnificence.  The  terms  of  the  pacification  beiDgtt- 
fted,  and  the  treaty  figned,  the  imperial  miniflers,  who  M 
been  treated  with  uncommon  marks  of  diftinition  at  the^ 
Um  court,  returned  home.  About  the  fame  time,  M'S^^ 
Armenian,  invaded  the  J^#/Vm  territories,  advanced  as  fu  S 
JUaro'Jh,  plundered  all  the  neighbouring  diif  ri3,  and  caint^ 
off  with  him  a  vaft  number  of  prifoners.  Ebn  Kwb^t  ^ 
Einif  of  tbc  M^tm  conquefls  in  Sieiljt  loft  3  confidcnUe 
fleet,  that  he  had  fitted  out  agjtinA  the  Chrtfiiam^  this  yeu  '- 

'  GRBc.ABo'L-FARA],ubifap.p.  286,  287.  Gsoac.  Cem" 
ubi  fup.p.5i2.  EbNSHOHN^H.  Ism.  AiuLFED.  adana-Hij 
IQ\.  Chronic.  Sic.  Arab.  Caat.  el  Joah.  ?apt.  CaRw.  nW  fu? 
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The  next  year,  being  the  304th  of  the  Hijra,  the  KhaltfTht  Kha- 
removeJ   AH  S-bn  Mekammed  Ebn  At  Hofcin  Ebn  Al  Farat  13f  ^- 
Irom  the  office  of  Vifir^  fent  him  a  fecond  time  to  prifon,  finii 
after  he  had  filled  the  poft  of  prime  minifter  about  3  year,  ar.d  Ahmed 
appointed  HamedEhn  41  AHas  to  fucceed  him.     It  muft  he  a^l-*' 
remembeied  here,  that  AH  had  been  difmifled  from  the  afore-  ^.  ^g' 
laid  employment  in  the  aogthycarofthe  Wr/Va,  andfuccccdcd    " 
by  Abu  Ali  Mohammed  Ehn  Obeid'aUah  Ebn  Yehya  Ebn  Kha- 
iat^    who  incurred  Al  Moktader'a  difpleafurc  in  301.     Upon 
^vhich,  AU  Ebn  Al  Jardh  was  advanced. to  the  dignity  of 
Vffir^  and  deprived  of  his  fublime  office  by  the  Khali/ m  303. 
After  which,  AU  Ebn  Mohammtd  Ebn  Al  Hofeln  Ebn  Al  Fa- 
rAt  held  a  fecond  time  ihc  reins  of  the  empire  about  a  year. 
The  Sicilian  Mafiims  dcpofed  Ebn  Kcrhab  in  the  month  of 
'July,   and  lent  him  b^cic  to  Africa,  where  he  and  his  fon  af- 
terwards died,     jibu  Hu'id  Al  Da/y  arrived  likewife  in  SUiljy 
with  a  large  body  of  troops  from  Africa^  in  order  to  bring 
the  Siciliam  back  to  a  fenfcof  their  duty,  the  J  ^th  of  Augit/i. 
the  prefent  year.     Al>out  the  fame  time,  AycATufef  Ebn  At 
Ho/tin  Ebn  Al  Rdzi,  and  Al  Hoftin,  one  of  Ali'&  delccndants, 
vrho  had  expelled   the  Sammanmnt  out  of  Tahre/idn,  in  the 
the  year  of  the  Hejra  301  °. 

The  following  year,  being  the  30sth  of  the  Hejra,  com-  An  tw 
XOKTicia.^  J  line  7.^1)%,  917,  thv  Greek  emperor  fent  an  tm- b4ij/y  fivm 
baflyto  the  j*/»/2fm  court,  in  order  to  fettle  with  the  Kkalifs  tbtGraik 
minillers  a  truce,  or  cefTatiun  of  arms,  and  a  ranfom  of  pri-  emfnar 
fbners.     TTie  two  embafladora  had  firft  an  audience  of  the  "rrivu  «# 
Fifir,  and  afterwards  of  the  Kballf.  The  ftrft  of  thefe  treated  '*'  Mof- 
ihcm  with  great  marks  of  diSinSion,   being  moft  richly  1™"  ""t* 
dreHcd ;  and  the  Utter  received  them  fitting  on  his  throne,  and 
furrounded  by  his  guards,  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and  magni- 
ficence.    He  alfo  agreed  to  the  emperor's  demands,  and  fent 
Munttf  one  of  his  moft  experienced  generals,  to  condufl  the 
cartel  for  the  redemption  of  prifbners  on  the  part  of  the  Mof- 
ItmSf  and  gave  Aim  1 20,000  dinars  to  redeem  theKhaSfa  fub- 
jefis  that  had  been-carried  into  captivitt  by  the  Grtekt.    Eba 
Stabnah  writes,  that  the  imperial  embaUadors  arrived  at  Bagb-  • 

^ad  the  preceding  year ;  that  the  Kiallfs  palace  was  adorned 
on  this  occafion  with  the  mqll  valuable  furniture  b^onging  td 
it,  and  all  Ibrta  of  arms  difpofcd  in  a  proper  manner ;  Sat  his 
guards  w^e  ranged  in  order  of  battle,  to  the  number  of 
160,000  men,  and  received  their  pay  out  of  a  golden  purfe  1 
diat  40,000  white  eunuchs  and  30,000  black  ones,  tt^ether 

'  EuTTCH.  obi  fup.  p.  {06,  {(ty.  Abulfed.  ad  aon.  Hej.  304. 
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with  700  uQicrs,  or  door-kccpcrs,  )p|>eared  upon  die  vnraa  ' 
and  at  the  gntes  of  the  palace ;  that  an  iiiHiute  number  of  vet 
fels  upon  tbe  Tigris  prerentcd  them&lves  to  their  vk»,  vid 
made  a  molt  brilliant  appearance ;  that  tbe  palace  wai  hia; 
within  and  without  with  iz,ooo  picctsof  iilk,  seolmicados, 
and  12,500  pieces  of  rich  tapenry  of  admitable  wotiman- 
fliip,  and  almoft  ineftimable  valuej  that,  in  the  middle  cf 
the  great  faloon,  there  was  exhibited  a  tree  of  maffive  geU, 
which  had  eighteen  principal  branches,  on  which  there  li- 
tered  a  great  number  of  little  birds,  made  likewife  of  hU 
and  jilver,  that  warbled  their  notes  with  mod  ddts^tfui  hr> 
mony';  and  that  the  Gr/^  embalTadon  beheld  tbcK  (otmcf 
grandeur  with  prodigious  admiration.     About  the  fame  tine, 
jtbu'l  Hija,  with  his  brethren  and  domcftics,  was  delirad 
out  of  prifon,  where,  by  Al  Maktader's  order,  he  had  has 
confined.    The  Sicilian  Mojhmt  difcovering  no  incliniL-aDia 
fubmtt  to  Jhu  Sa'id  MDatf^  he  entered  the  port  ofP^mm 
with  his  fleet,  landed  a  body  of  troops  there,  and  laid  £ege» 
the  town.     The  Sicilians,  however,  having  made  an  illincc 
with  EbnAlifVavia  Al Saariytaihtta  reinforced  brhim,^ 
fended  the  city  wlih  great  bravery  till  the  i  zth  of  Mareb,  tto' 
they  labouied  under  fuch  a  fcarcity  uf  prOvilions,  tbu  n 
sunce  of  fait  was  fold  for  two  tariesj  or  lartns.    Bu^  nK- 
,   ,        withf^anding  this  vigorous  refiftance,  the  troops  in  girifan 
found  themfetves  obliged  to  capitulate  then,  and  to  v^ea  Aor 
gates  to  the  vii^ors,  after  they  had  granted  diem  their  rno, 
and  the  fecure  poflcflion  of  all  their  properties  and  cfiedi '. 
7ht%hi-      NoTHiKG  material  happened  in  the  ^^i  empire  ditring 
^^*/        the  courfe  of  the  306th  year  of  the  Hejra  -,  at  leaft  nothknj 
^^-        maicria!  has  been  mentioned  as  then  happening  there,  byite 
**"  '        heft  MoJUm  hiftorians.   This  year,  died  the  celebrated  /was. 
J^titfwr-  j^^'i  ^^^^  Mmfd  Ebn  Seraib,  a  follower  of  jfJ  Sbafii,  m^ 
C      ■        Al  Kddi  Mehammtd  Ebn  Mar/an  Al  Dhebbi,  commonly  ciW 
^^cggM.     ^/^^^i;^  a  famous  ^w«^>w  hiftorian.     The  Kba/lf  <>l  K^ 
tcin's  forces,  and  his  fleet,  returned  home,  in  the  aotubii 
Stpumber,  after  they  had  made  one  Salim  Emir,  or  viceKi^,      ; 
of  the  jWo/7f/nconquefts  in  Sici/y.  Some  of  that  Khaltfi!^'^* 
of  war,  with  a  body  of  land-forces  on  board,  alfo  furprizeil  Ac 
city  of  Reg^io  in  CaUibriot  towards  the  conclufiofi  of  the  |X^ 
fent  year  °. 
^f^  In  the 307th  year  oftheHrjra,  Aiu'l I^/eM,ton  ofriieM 

*"*"      R'Umite  Khalif  of  Kairwan,  or,  as  he  is  called  by  the  Ont     '■ 

*^SJ|W-  0  Gaec.  A.«u'l-Fabaj,  obifup.  p.  187.  Ebb  Shohnih,  Ij* 
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bwi^^s  Cbrmcn,  the  StUan  of  Africa.,  invuled  Egjpt  with  u 
«rcny  of  ioo«ooo  men.    The  Megreiian  foices  at  firft  met 
'vrlcb  extraordinary  fuccels,  and  over-ran  a  vtry  conliderable 
p«rf  of  that  fine  country.     They  made  themfelvcf  maAers  of 
^ig3e«n4tia^  Al  Fayiim,  Al  Baim/fa,  and  the  jflc  of  A!  AJhma~ 
rjin,  and  even  penetrated  into  M  jizah^  where  the  Kbalifs 
army,  under  the  command  of  Mutus,  had  poded  Ufelf,  ia 
ordcc  to  Qppofe  them.     In  the  mean  time,  Al  Maitadir,  hav- 
ing received  advice,  that  die  enemy  had  a  flroiu  f<]uadron  oa  ' 
tKe  coaft  of  Egypt,  off  Rt^Jbid,  or  Rafcttay  conMing  of  lOO 
Oiipa,  fent  a  powerful  fleet,  under  the  conduct  of  T'^^jnai^  his 
admiral,  to  attack  them.     Thamai,  in  purfuance  of  his  orders, 
at  lafl  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  fell  upon  them  with  fuch 
fury,  that  he  either  took,  funk,  or  burnt,  almoft  the  whole  Ma- 
erebian  fleet ;  though  his  naval  force  did  not  conftll  of  above  50 
mips.     The  SUiiian  and  African  prifoners  taken  by  Thamai  in 
this  a<9ton  were  fpared  i  butthe  others,  amounting  to  about  594 
mej],  wereallputto  the /word.     After  the  deflrudlion  of  thif 
fleet,  Abu'l  Kajim  retired  from  Alexandria  to  Al  Fayiim,  aai 
kft  in  the  former  of  thofe  places  only  a  garifon  of  300  men; 
of  which  Thamai  having  been  apprized,  he  in  a  few  days  ap> 
pcared  with  his  fleet  before  the  town,  and  carried  off  the  re- 
mainder of  the  citizens  to  an  ifland  in  the  NUt,  called  the  iilaad 
of  Abuiair.  Thif  he  did,  in  order  to  prevent  Abu'l  KSftm  from 
meeting  with  any  entertainment  at  Alexandria^  in  caje  he 
fbould  think  fit  to  return  thither  from  Al  Fayiim.    It  appeara 
from  FutycbiiUf  that  above  200,000  of  the  miferable  inbabl- 
lants  of  that  city  had  perifhed  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  caow 
paign.     About  thi*  time,  a  period  was  put  to  the  power  of 
the  Edrifiiti,  in  the  weflern  part  of  Africa.  A  truce,  or  cefla-  * 
tion  of  arms,  was  concluded  between  Saltmi  the  Emir  of  £i> 
eifyt  and  the  people  of  TatrmitWy  the  Tauromemum  of  the  an- 
tients,  called  by  the  Arabs  Tairrtnlitt  a  little  before  the  end  of. 
this^ear  P. 

Thi  308th  year  <tf  the  flejra  was  rendered  famous  by  the  TivMs. 
intire  defeat  of  the  Magrehian  army  in  Egypt.    Jldunei,  v^/grebiain 
Moitader's  general,  having  come  to  a  rtfulution  to  give  the  Jt/eatid 
eocmy  battle,  quitted  his  fortihed  camp  in  Al  yizab,  advanced  ly  tb* 
into  uic  nei^ibourhood  of  Al  Fayiim,  and  aiuckcd  Su'i  Ka-  hJiallf*/ 
/«n's  forces  with  fuch  bravery,  that  he  overthrew  them  with  '  ••/»■ 
very  great  flaughter.     He  alio  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  theii 
baggage,  as  well  as  of  ail  the  plunder  they  had  acquired. 
This  blow  intircly  ruined  Altu'l  Kafem's  afFiiirs  in  Egypt^  acd 
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oblifcd  him  to  fly,  with  the  Shattered  remains  of  his  armj,  to 
Kmnt/aii,  in  the  month  vf  Dhu'lhajja,  the  prcfcnt  year.  A5 
for  Mutui^  he  remained  about  two  monihs  in  the  oeiehbgcr- 
hood  of  Al  Fay&m,  after  the  fignal  viflory  he  had  cK<tziiied, 
and  then  returneil  to  Baghdad.  But,  before  hit  deparmre^fae 
appointed  Htlal  Ebn  Badar  to  prefide  over  the  province  cf 
Bgypt,  that  he  had  wrefted  out  of  the  enemy's  haitds  1. 
AI  Hal-  The  next  year,  being  the  309th  of  the  Hejra,  bcglmig^ 
ISj  txe-  ■*%  i2th,93i,  /fhuMo^ithMHBfiinElmManfurJflliailajWK 
tMiia^  put  to  death  at  BaghdM.  This  extraordinary  peHbn  has  bcra 
Baghdad,  confidered  in  difierent  lights  by  the  MoJUmi;  fomcof  iheiD 
having  looked  upon  him  as  a  fort  of  divinity,  and  others  as  a 
juggler  and  impuftor.  We  are  told,  that,  in  fummer,  be 
could  make  winter-fruits  appear  before  any  number  of  Ipec 
tators,  and  fitmmer- fruits  in  winter ;  that,  by  fVrctching  ovt 
bis  hands  in  the  air,  he  could  make  dirhims  fall  upon  tie 
ground,  with  this  infcrtpiion  upon  them,  Allah  abed^  Thar 
ts  hitaatGoD  i  which  he  called  tht  dirhcms  o/gmniptteiue;  Atl 
he  knew  every  particular  tranfaSion  in  private  families  ;  and 
that  he  could  even  penetrate  into  the  moft  fecret  recefin  of 
mens  minds.  A  perfuafion  of  fuch  furprifing  abilities  as  tlx£ 
could  not  but.  gain  him  a  vail  number  of  difciples  and  Iti- 
lowen  amongft  the  vulgar ;  nor  could  even  feveral  6o&on  cl 
the  law  themfelves  for  fome  time  tell  what  to  make  of  him. 
Some  writers  inform  us,  that  he  frequently  failed  for  fercrd 
days  together ;  and  that,  when  he  broke  hit  faft,  he  only  took 
three  mouthfuls  of  bread,  and  a  little  water.  Widi  rc^rdto 
the  place  of  Jl  HalUfs  nativity,  authors  are  not  perfefily 
agreed  ;  fome  afTerting  that  he  was  bom  at  NtSiur,  otben  at 
JMJrrf,  others  at  M'^lakan^  and  others  at  AiR^.  He  came 
from  Khorcjan  into  Ir&ky  and  went  Arorn  thenire  to  Mtaa, 
where  he  lived  a  year  in  a  cave,  or,  as  fome  will  have  it,  ia 
a  place  called  AlHtjra,  which  was  always  open  at  top.  fk 
was  fecn  upon  mount  Abu  Kehah  Handing  with  his  l»re  fen 
on  a  Hone,  and  his  head  uncovered,  being  at  the  fame  time  io 
a  violent  fweat.  After  his  return  to  Baghdad,  he  was  much 
talked  of  there;  maiiy  pretending,  that  the  Deity  refided  ii 
him,  nay,  that  he  was  God  himlelf.  The  Fijir  HameJim- 
ing  been  told,  that  he  had  ratfed  feveral  people  from  the  dewl, 
fciit  for  him,  in  order  to  interrogate  him  about  his  pretcofioa. 
Upon  his  appearance  before. the  Fifir,  he  difclaimcd  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  the  power  of  working  miracles,  and  ^tt  refi- 
dcncc  of  the  Divinity  in  him  }  faying,  that  he  had  noihiog 
extraordinary  in  him,  and  that  he  worshipped  God  like  otlia 
men.     Named,  therefore,   muft  have  immediately  difinificd 
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Vtm,    had  not  otic  of  his  books  been  produced,  wherein  he 
maintained,  that  *'  if  a  Ahjltm  could  not  go  in  pilgrimage  to 
'•     A^^eca,  he  ought  to  perform  all  the  prefcribed  ceremonies 
'<    in  fbme  convenient  room  at  home,  fitted  up  and  fet  apart  for 
'*   that  purpofe,  on  the  9ih  and  loth  of  Dhu'Ihajja,  feed  and 
■*   cloath  thirty  orphans,  and  afterwards  give  each  of  them  feven 
<'   dirbems;  and  that  if  he  did  this,hc  would  from  thence  reap 
*■*■   all  tlie  benefits  and  advantages  accruing  to  all  Miflems  from 
««   a  pejformance  of  the  aforehid  pilgrimage."     This  pofuion 
beli>g  manifeflly  repu°;nant  to  what  has  been  advanced  in  the 
Koran,  the  doctors  of  the  law  unanimoufly  judged  vf/i/nJ^' 
•VfOTXhj  of  death ;   which  decifion  being  confirmed  by  the 
Kbatif,  he  was  executed  in  the  following  manner.     Firjf,  he 
received  looo  ftripcs,  without  uttefing  fo  much  as  a  groan  t 
then  one  of  his  hands  was  cut  off,  then  one  of  his,  feet,  af- 
terwards the  other  foot,  then  the  other  hand,  and,  laflly,  the 
fatal  ftroke  was  ^ven  him,  which  put  an  end  to  his  pain. 
After   his  execution,  his  body  was  burnt,  the  afhcs  of  k 
thrown  into  the  TtgrU,  and  his  head  cxpofed  to  public  view 
in  the  market-place  of  Baghdad,    The  Kadi  who  condemned 
jll  Hailoj  was  Abu  Omar,  who  pailed  fentence  upon  him,  not 
only  becaufe  he  endeavoured  to  propagate  a  tenet  fubverfive  of 
the  Afehammtdan  faith,  but  likcwife  becaufe  he  fathered  fo  pn- 
nic'ious  anotionupOn  the  irreproachable  do3or^//f^»£aii&-  ' 
Uriy  in  none  of  whofe  vorks  it  was  to  he  found.     It  appcan 
from  fome  good  authors,  though  he  denied  this  to  the  kifir, 
that  he  was  thoroughly  infedteowith the  biafphemous opinion! 
of  Che  SAJisj  and  even  fcrupled  not  to  aRert,  Chat  God  had 
taken  up  his  habitation  in  him.     Mu'l  Hofeia  J!i  Ebn  Ifa,  s 
famous  and  learned  do£tor,  who  difputcd  with  him,  found  him 
perfcfUy  illiterate,  according  to  Abt^l-Faraj^  and  reproved 
bim  iot  his  great  vanity  and  impiety.     Abul  Hafan  Ebn  M 

2tndi,  if  we  will  believe  the  fame  hiftorian,  faw  fevcral  of 
sjtlggting  tricks,  and  particularly  the  appearance  of  a  beau- 
tiful garden  exhibited  by  him.  Some  Jrabic  verfcs  attributed 
to  him,  that  have  been  preferved  by  yfl  Afailn,  feem  to  pqint 
at  the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  natures  in  Christ  ; 
which  may  have  induced  fome  of  the  Majltim,  as  We  find 
hinted  by  Khondemir,  to  have  taken  him  for  a  ChriJIian  \  tho', 
after  all,  as  has  been  obfervcd  by  M,  D'Htrbttoti  tlicfe  verfes 
might  only  Contain  certain  exprel&ons  of  the  Mahtimmtihn 
myllical  theology,  by  which  the  Mojlem  enthufiafls  underdood 
the  intimate  union  of  the  divinity  with  the  heart  of  man  de- 
tached from  the  love  of  worldly  things,  and  tranfportcd  beyond 
itfelf.  It  may  alfo  be  farther  remarked,  that  the  ShiiUs  h-ave 
entertained  the  moft  extravagant  fancies  of  their  Imami,  and 
applied  paniculaily  to  AH  fevcral  things  which  are  faid  in 
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Scripture  of  Christ  ;  and  that  itiofl  of  the  other  M^^mwirJm 
fe£b  are  tainted  with  Ae  fame  inadncfe;  there  bdngfomxl  nusj' 
amongft  them,  and,  amongft  the  Siift  erpeciall}'j  who  prrtenrf 
to  be  nearly  related  to  heaven,  and  boaft  of  flnuige  revdaiioMC 
,  before  the  credulous  people.  ='  Mattcra  are  come  to  that  paJi*" 
fays  AlGhfliali,  *'  that  fome  boall  of  as  union  with  OoD,  nd 
^  of  difcourfine  familiariy  with  him,  without  the  uitcrpo&- 
**  tion  of  a  veU,  faying,  It  hath  been  thus  faid  to  os,  and 
"  we  have  thus  fpokcn ;  affeding  to  imiute  JltfofeirtjflHatm, 
**  who  was  put  to  death  for  feme  words  of  this  kind  iiaercd 
■*  by  him;  he  having  (aid,  as  w"  proved  by  credible  wit* 
*'  ncfTes,  lam  the  truth;  or  Abu  Yasld  Al  Baflatm-,  of  whoa 
*'  it  is  related,  that  he  often  ufed  the  exprcffiun,  Stihdaifi  e. 
**  Praife  be  unte  mi !  But  this  way  of  talking  is  the  cuife  of 
**  ffreatmifchief  amongft  the ounmon  people}  iiifamucfa  thtf 
**  htifbandmen,  negle^ng  the  tillage  of  their  land,  have  pic- 
**  tended  to  the  like  privileges ;  nature  being  tickled  wkb  dif- 
**  courfes  of  this  kind,  which  fiimifh  men  with  an  excnJefar 
*'  leaving  their  occupations,  under  pretence  of  purifying  tbeir 
■*  fouls,  and  attaining  I  know  not  what  deuces  and  coodi- 
«  tions.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  to  hinder  the  moft  finpid 
■<  fdlows  from  forming  the  like  pretenfions,  and  cxichiif  at 
••  fiich  expreffions :  for  whenever  what  they  fay  is  dented  to 
^  be  true,  they  fail  not  to  reply,  that  our  unbelief  proccedi 
**  from  learning  and  logic ;  aSrming  learning  to  fc«  a  nil, 
<*  and  logic  the  work  of  the  mind :  whereas  what  they  td 
**  us  appears  only  within,  being  difcovered  by  the  lisht  of 
"  truth.  But  this  is  that  truth,  the  fparks  whereof  ban 
**  flown  into  feveral  countries,  and  occafioned  great  mifcbiefsi 
**  fo  that  it  is  moie  for  the  advantage  vi  God's  true  reli^ca 
**  to  put  to  death  one  of  thote  who  utter  fuch  things,  than  id 
••  beftow  life  on  ten  others."  Tajfddtm  AH  Ebn  Ahmed  £ 
Baghdedi,  who  died  in  the  674th  year  of  the  Hejra,  has  wiit- 
ten  the  life  of  AbuMghitb  /flHifiin  Ebit  Manjir  Jt  Hali^,  d 
whom  we  have  here  been  fpeaking,  under  the  tide  of  dUiUr 
AiHailaj,  Al  Ghaxali  Itkewife  and  Ebn  Khaleean  have  been 
very  prolix  on  the  aftions  and  b^aviour  of  this  extraordintrr 
petibn.  M.  D'Herbe/et,  in  the  account  hc'has  given  of  ii 
JJallijj  truly  calls  GojjaJh  Ad£n  Ebn  Hemam  Addiw,  i*' 
named  Kboii^mir,  the  abbreviator  of  Mtbammed  Elm  Eair 
Kbsvjand  Shah,  commonly  going  under  the  name  of  Aiirk- 
hmd;  though,  in  anuther  p^ce,  he  wrongly  intimates,  ttut 
Kbendemir  and  Khowand  £^d^ were. the  very  fame  pcrfoa; 
which  fall*  very  little  fhort  of  a  deaf  and  exprcfs  contntdic- 
lion'.  Thi 

'  Greg.  ABtrVFAtAj,  DlHfup.p.287 — 289.  Al  Ma  kin,  obi 
fop. p.  182,189.  Krondbuik,  Ai.Ckazali,  apodPoco^aa^ 
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The  fame  year  in  which  AiHalloj  was  executed  ^t  Bagh-Ytkin 
ddd^  that  ii,  the  309th  of  the  Hejra,  Yak'in  Jl  Harart  wa.i/acce*Jtd 
deprived  of  the  goVn-nmeiM  oF  tgjpt,  and  Ai^  Funui  np-  fy  Abu 
pointed  to  futcttd  him  in  that  polt.     The  new  governor  did  i'Snui  <• 
not  remain  above  five  days  in  his  office,  having  been  depafed  '^<g*- 
\vtrinn  that  term,  in  orJer  to  o-.ake  way  forliis  prcdeceflbr '"'^'*' 
yaJkim^aiTaim.    TheKbaiif,  however,' foon  removed  raitn,"/^iyf^- 
and  lubftituted  in  his  ruom  Helal  £bn  Ytzid  '. 

Thi  followina  year,  being  ihe  3io[h  of  the  Hcjre,  Abu  Abu  Ju- 
'Jaefar  Mthammtd  Ebn  Jorair  EU  Ahwayyad  Al  Tai/arr,  the  'ar  Al 
aucbof  of  the  hiftory  we  have  for  ihc  moft  part  followed  here,  Tabari 
depAited  this  life  at  itg^At^ai^.  He  was  an  /^u/n  of  great  piety,  ^"■ 
as  well  as  of  molt  exccnfive  reading  and  erudition.  Tiye  Moflems 
call  his  valuable  work  A.  7<iTikh  ^1  Tabari,  and  have  it  in  fuch 
high  cftecm,  that  they  loolt  upon  it  as  the  bafis  and  fuundatton 
of  sll  their  other  hillories.  EbnAlJUxiviittes,  th>t  his  hiflory 
at  firft  confiHed  of  a  great  number  of  volumes,  and  that  the 
cupica  we  now  have  of  it  are  only  an  abridgment  of  a  larger 
work-  Eia  Ai  Seiii  rt]itei,  that  Abujaafar  AlTubari  hay- 
ing afked  his  friends  whether  they  cuuEd  take  any  pleMtiire  in 
reading  a  hiltury  of  every  thing  that  had  happened  in  the  world 
to  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  they  made  anfv/er,  that  thc^ ' 
Ihould  reiy  willingly  read  fuch  a  hiftory,  ifit  could  any- where 
be  found :  upon  which,  this  author  having  told  them,  that  he 
had  a^uajly  compiled  30,000  leaves  upon  that  fubjei^,  ibey 
immediately  replied,  that  their  whole  life-time  would  not  be 
fufficienC  to  read  over  (o  voluminous  a  work  in.  Whereupon, 
A/  Tabari  aiTured  them,  that  he  would  abridge  it  as  much  as  he 
could  for  their  u!c  t  and  this,  Jays  Ein  Al  Sobki,  is  the  abridg- 
ment that  ft  ill  remaihi  in  our  hands.  £bn  Shehnah  writes,  that 
this  hillory  began  with  the  creation  cf  the  worlJ  ;  that  Abu 
Jaafar  At  Tabari,  who  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  Hijra 
224,  was^  a  ftrenuous  defender  of  the  Koran ;  and  that,  not- 
withftanding  this,  he  was  looked  upon  as  an  herctjr,  or 
Shiiu,  at  heghdad.  The  laft  of  which  articles  is  confirmed 
by  Aiulftda ;  who  fays,  he  was  ccnlidered  as  heterodox  by 
thepopulaceof  fi«jil'ii(.'<^,  ixcaufe  he  made  not  the.lealt.mep- 
tioD  of  the  famous  Abmtd  Etn  Hanbal,  in  the  tnatife  he  wrote 
uponthe  controveriies  nf  the  Failns,  learned  inierpreters  of  the 
law,  or  maftcrs  of  jurifprudence.  The  Ti^tkh  of  41  Ta- 
iari  has  been  uanilated  into  Ftr/u  by  Abu  Ali  Mahammid  Al 

in  not.  ad  fpec.  hin.  Atab.p-aG?.  ut  &  ipfe  Pocdck.  ibid.  Aav'b 
Hasan  Ebn  Ai.  Jondi,  apud  Greg.  Abu'l-Faraj.  nbi  fup-  T*- 
jo'ddin  Ali  £bk  husaa  A\.'&KQHt,h\Jt,\a  Al  AkbharAi  HailSj. 
Edm  Khalecan,  Ebk  Shornah,  AauLpio.  id  aan.  Hej.  309. 
D'Hea.  Bib.orini.Brt.tf(i//a^',  p.42],4i4.art.£j/W<tni,p.i9i,i93. 
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TM,  who  fervet!  fome  of  the  SairmdmMH  parinct*  in  the  c^tdn 
tiiV'tfir,  in  the  time  of  AfanfurElinNiib,  and  ifce  35ld  Jtai 
the  /fe/Vii,  according  to  M.  D'HtrbtUt.  The  lame  hifto^ha 
air6  been  tranflatcd  into  Turkijh  by  an  uncertain  audur,  ai 
many  copice  of  this  verfion  are  to  be  met  with  amoittB  dK 
Turks.  Aku  Mohammed  AUaOah  Ehn  Mtbammti  Ai  Ar^ 
obhecd  the  world  with  a  continuation  of  the  Tartii  of  i(T* 
tari,  and  publifhed  it  under  the  tide  of  Stlat.  Ahu'lHajnMt- 
hammtd  Ebn  AbiahnaUc  MHamadim,  who  died  inAeyeaci 
AeHejra  521,  has  written  another  fiipplement,  wbcrdaht 
has  brought  the  hiftory  of  which  we  are  fpeaking  domi  Id  kt 
own  times,  jtiu  Jaafar  is  faid  hy  Jbulftda  to  have  been  boi 
at  ytmu,  or  Jnul,  the  capital  of  Tahrtfiim,  and  from  thoice  » 
have  derived  the  furname  af  AlTahari.  M.  lyHmitka 
inconHflent  with  bimfelf,  when,  in  one  paSige  of  hit  booki 
be  ^ettsj  that  Ai  Tabari  concluded  bis  hitloiy  with  dtc  300^ 
year  of  the  Hejra,  and,  in  another,  that  he  has  piefenwttk 
j/rj^/r  verTes  fpoken  by  MHaSaj  atthe^ace  of  excoitioaiii 
tfatfear  of  the //<;>ii  309.  vf^u^iiff  relates,  that  thef^ 
of  M  Taiari  concludes  with  the  year  of  the  H^ra  301.  Hmt- 
ever,  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  our  author  caoxaKi  b 
trork,  which  he  began  at  tbecieationof  the  world,  tatbi^^ 
of  Al  Hallaj'i  execution,  if  not  in  a  manner  to  the  tttjut 
Of  his  own  death.  Abu'l  Ahbh  Abmd  Ebn  A4*kmmiS)» 
Sahl,  a  do^or  of  great  repute  amongfi  the  Siifo,  and  /Wa 
Bin  HaruH  Al  Harrani^  a  celebrated  pbyfidan,  diad  lt<  p" 
ceding  year.  We  muft  beg  leave  to  oUerve;,  that  aa  iofm 
MS.  copy  of  the  Tarikh  of  AbuJaafarAlTabari,  in  (A)  A*. 
,  ( A}TheMS.  ( I )  referred  to  by  ofAl  MaHi'i  hiftoiy,  tnatld 
Mr.  Ofjj^^iinoc  properly  apart  intoZ^fu  by  ErfiaiWifi^ 
k{  thtfarlih  of  A/ Tabari,  bat  lilhed  after  hit  deitk  by  G^ 
only  A/  MaiWt  abridgment  of  ends  with  the  lift  afJUlM 
putofthatvaluaUework.Aithe  itr  {2)  Ae twesty-ti|JicUa>^ 
diacritical  poinU  an  preferved  oF  the  banfe  of  iff  Mbii,  ^ 
in  thisbeautiraliniaurcript,  any  died  ia  tha  year  of  litBf* 
fetfon  tolerably  well  verlcd  in  511J  wbercai  the  O^M*^ 
the  Jrabie  language  may,  by  m  goei  on  to  bit  (bo  and  ^mp0 
IllCflancc,  not  only  oblige  the  Ai M»fier^iJ,»xidiin¥Ai(^ 
'  learned  world  whh  a  aiuch  more    Kbalifi  of  that  lioe,  u^  "<'' 

CorreA  and  accurate  Lati»  ver-  WtLh  Renn'dJiM,  or  H'tt'^ 
fion  of  part  of  Al  Maih'i  a-  the  fourth  of  ifae  ^V'^ 
bridgment  than  lhatof£r/Mfi»,  TwrUfi  {i),  Mamliii,'»'\«i«^ 
which  i>  a  veiy  indifferent  oae,  in  the  year  of  ibe  Ibjr*  ^A"? 
but  likewile  with  a  coniinaatiOB  years  after  tke  farfrt  ^  ■*' 
of  that  TcrGon.     For,  that  part    tbemfclvd  maftf  rs  ofBtiUM 

.    It)  Lfd-iMSS.mm.ii4.A.    ■  {»J  Crw.  >4i.V./>n5,  «  *)t.*f 

f'  167.  377.  Wf-  U)  A.4W.  -rtW  A.K.W,  Ai74«ii-f*. 
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.ccordiii^  to  Mr.  Oddty^  h<u  a  place  affigned  it  in  the  BaMtl^ 
ibrary  at  Oi^ard '.  I 

In  the  311th  year  of  the  fl^Va,  the  ^A«^ removed  ^/ii/7J,Kar- 
F*/i  TtTudixotn  the  government  ai E0it,  and  appointed  ^ii>- maiiau 
w/rf  Etn  Kei^alag  to  prefidc  over  that  province;  but  he  hcntokt 
nade  way  for  Yakin  At  Harari,  who  was  again  pufat  the  head  Bafnu 
>f  tl>e  admiDiftratiun  there,  and  continued  to  govern  the 
Egyptians  till  the  death  of  M  Moktadtr.  The  fame  year,  Ahu 
^dhet  Sellmin  Ebn  Abu  S/i'td  Al  JannSH,  who  fuccteded 
^13  brother  Sa'id  in  the  cominand  of  the  Karmatian  forces, 
and  pretended  to  great  fldll  in  the  occult  fcicnccs,  pepe- 
rratea  to  B^/ra  with  an  army  of  107,000  men,  made  hini- 
fclf  maiter  of  that  city,  put  all  the  inhabitants  that  fell  into 
his  hands  to  the  fword,  burnt  the  great  mofquc  there,  and 
thoroughly  plundered  every  fiart  <rf  the  town.  However, 
being  apprehcnfive  of  a  vifit  ftom  the  KhaHfs  troops,  jftcr  he 
had  polMed  himfclf  of  it  fcventeen  days,  he  thought  fit  to  , 
abandon  the  place.  The  Kbaiif  cariftitntcA  Alt- Ebn  Mm^ 
(or  Afebammtd'^  Ebn  AlFar&t^  whom  he  delivered  out  of  pri- 
fon  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  latter  JSn^/,  the  third  time,  his  Vifif, 
jibu  M^sammed  Ahmed  Ebn  Al  yarairi,  a  doilor  held  in  much 
efteem  amongft  the  Siljis,  and  Ibrahim  Ebn  Al  Sari  Al  Zajjdjf 
a  IVmoua  grammarian,  departed  this  life  the  prefcnt  year. 
It  appears  from  Eulychius,  (hat  the  Mopems  demolilhea  the 
Afehhite  churches  oiSt.  Cofmas  and  St.  Cyriacus  in  AlRand^t 
two  others  in  ^alm,  A^ieien,  or  Afialan,  and  Cafarea,  g^id 
another  in  Tamt,  or  TinnU,  a  very  antient  city  of  the  lowel 
J^/,  which  were  all  afterwards  rebuilt  by  ^/AfciMiirr'sorder» 
in  the  latter  JomMa  and  Rajtb,  the  prefcnt  year ". 

Thb  next  year,  being  the  3i*th  of  the /fr/ra,  AbuThaher  AboThi- 
fell  inwithacaravanof  pilgrims,  on  their  return  from  Afttca  to  ii"«r- 
BagSHd,  in  a  place  called  Al  Naher,  otAI  Nahr,  attack'ed  their  '«'^'  '^ 
efcorte,  commanded  by  Abu'l  HtjS  Abd-altahEbttHamdinAbu  f'"^'^'  * 
Saif<^dAaivla,thKgovemotofAlMav}fil,DiyarRabia,Dinatu^r^''^'''^^-i 
a  city  about  forty  parafangs  of  CSfa^  and  at  the  fame  dilVance 
from  Mar&ga  in  Adherbijdn,  and  Al  "Jih^  in  the  Perf^m  IrAi^ 
intirely  defeated  it,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  greatclt  part  of  the 
KImH/'s  troops  of  which  it'  was  compofed.     As  for  Aiu'i 

t  Al  MAKiNrabi  fup.  Ism.  Abulfed.  sd  an.  Hej.  310.  Ebx 
Al  Juzi^  Ebm  Al  Sobki,  Khondemix.  Vide  etiam  D'Hexbel. 
BibUoih.  orient,  an.  Tariib  Jl  Tbabar!,  p.  866,  867.  et  Golk 
Bot.  ad  Alfragaa,  p.  19^.  OcjctEv*!  hifi.  of  the  Sarac.  vol.  ii.ln* 
trod.  p.  3^  ^o.  ■  At  MaKih,  ubi  fup.  p.  189,  190.  lau. 

Abulfeo.  ad  ann.  Hej.  311.    Eutyc'h,  ubi  fop.  p-sii.sijt 
5'4i  S'S-   GoLii  not.  ad  Alfragan.  p>  140,  141, 144, 147,148, 

"^  .1 

L  1  3     .  HIjt, 


53  a  .      .  ^e  Hiftery  of  the  Arabs.  B.I. 

}iija  himfclf,  he  was  taken  prifoncr  in  tbc  adioa,  which  n 
extremely  flurp,  toget|ier  with  a  very  confiderablc  numbei  cc 
his  foldicrs  and  officers,  who  all  fell  into  the  enemies  hands. 
After  which,  the  rebels  plundered  the  caravan,  and  cazried  off 
moft  of  thb  women  and  children  belonging  to  it  into  capd- 
vi^.     The  Aicccfs  /fbu  TMber  had  met  with  on  this  occafioo 
excited  him  lo  advance  lo  Hair,  where  he  took  poll,  ^pithoui 
any  obflruf^ion  from  the  Khahfs,  forcct,  which  were  too  vt^ 
to  oppofe  him.   Muft  of  the  people  that  he  permitted  to  make 
their  efcape  died  of  thirft,  and  tlie  fatigue  they  were  obl^gpl 
to  fuftain,  in  the  defart.     The  Karmaiiau  general,  who  w« 
tx  this  dme  not  above  nineteen  years  of  age,  is  faid  bf  the  au- 
thors foliowed  by  Al  Makin  to  have  made  2120  men  aiMl  fity 
women  prifbners,  and  to  have  acquired  a  booty  of  i,ooO:,oco 
4i«4ri  \a  monty,  together  with  itll  the  rich  effcfts  and  ptan- 
fions  of  the  caravan,  worth  at  leaft  as  much  cnore,  in  i^ 
fucce&ful  expedition  "■ 
AbaThi-      The  fame  year,  Atu  Thahir  releafed  Abu'l  Hijof  and  oianT 
\itx/tndi    of  the  other  priloners,  and  Tent  an  embaflador  to  BagUM. 
aa  tmbaf.  The  purport  of  this  miniller's  commiffion  was  to  dcdic  Ji 
"n  °Cj«j    Mektadtr  to  grant  his  mafttr  the  fovereignty,  or  at  leaft  Kt 
Baghdad,  maitc  him  perpetual  governor,  of  Befra  JiniAbtodx ;  but  iha 
the  Kbalif  peremptorily  refufed.     However,  as  he  wat  not 
ablc'to  reduce  the  rebels,  he  treated  the  emtuHador  wA 
marks  of  diflinflion^  and  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  Aunptuaag 
veil.     About  this  time,  an  infurrcdion  happened  at  Dtmai- 
euty  wh^ein  the  MoJIems  demolilhed  the  large  and  beautiM 
church  of  St.  Mary  there,  on  which  there  had  been  laid  oa   , 
200,000  dinars^  and  carried  offal)  the  facred  veilels,  and  oAtr 
ornaments  belonging  to  it,  of  almoft  ineftimable  v^Jue.  They 
alio  plundered  feverat  monalleiies  and  nunneries  in  titx  A* 
AiiGt,  and  particularly  a  nunnery  near  Si.  Marys  chutcb.    I 
They  likewife  pulled  down  the  church  of  the  Ntftsrima,  md    | 
many  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  MeUbites,  in  the  momb  of 
Rajtb.    The  Khalif  put  Ali  Ebn  Mabumnud  Ebn  Al  FvM, 
his  yifir,  and  his  (on  Al  Mthfin,  to  death,  in  the  ronner  RtU, 
this  year  '. 
Hi  tmiti        The  following  year,  being  the  313th  of  the  Hejra^  Sn 
4mJfH-      Thahtr  advanced  to  Cu/ii,  pillaged  the  town,  put  many  of  tbc 
hga         inhabitants  to  the  fwoid,  and  carried  moft  of  the  t^  iniD 
COfa,        captivity.  He  likewife  took  away' with  him  fronl  thence  4CCC 
pieces  of  rich  coloured  ItufF,  or  filk,  and  3000  camels,  bc&let 
feveral  other  effie&  that  he  found  in  the/place,  of  very  con- 
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fidcnble  value.  About  the  Tune  time,  Ab^allab  Ebn  Mt' 
hammd  Ebn  Khak&n^  AlM»ktaiet*9  Vtjk,  wrote  to  Mi  Ebn 
Ifa  at  Micca,  ordcrii^  him  to  repair  immediately  to  Egypt, 
and  inquire  into  the  flate  of  afttirs  there.  Jii,  therefore, 
in  ptirfuancc  of  the  order  be  had  received,  entered  Egypt  -in 
the  beginning  of  Rajtb,  and  exa^cd  tribute  of  all  the  reli-  - 
gious  fettled  in  the  lower  part  of  that  trad  going  under  the 
n^tne  of  Ji  Stfld,  particularly  of  the  bifbopi  and  monks  in  the 
monaficry  c^^fiu).  Many  of  thefe  religious,  thus  harafled, 
retired  to  IrSi,  and  carried  their  complaints  to  the  Khalif; 
who  thereupon  commanded  the  tribute  that  had  been  impoied 
upon  them  to  be  remitted,  removed  the  yifir  from  bis  office, 
9.nA  appointed  Ab:^l  Abbas  Ahmed  Ebn  Abd'allab  Ebn  Abmtd  At 
Kbaslb  to  fuccecd  him.  About  this  dme,  Nhtlast  patriarch 
qf  Confiantjaapie,  died,  when  he  had  occupied  that  fee  thirty- 
three  years ;  after  whom  came  one  Supbeit,  an  etmuch,  ndio 
prelided  over  the  church  there  three  years.  A  furprHing  me- 
teor, refembling  an  exceeding  large  and  bright  Itar,  or  comet, 
of  a  very  red  colour,  moving  with  great  velocity  from  north  to 
caft,  followed  by  a  terrible  flame,  and  attended  with  an  iniinite 
qumber  of  fparks  ilTuing  from  it,  about  thirty  lances  long,  and 
(wo  broad,  appeared  in  Egypt,  on  the  fifth  of  the  latter  Rabi^ 
at  fun-fet.  This  meteor  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  fiery 
ferpmt,  and  continued  about  three  hours ;  afizr  \^ich,  not 
the  faintefl  traces  of  it  were  to  be  Teen.  About  this  time  died 
jfli  Ebn  Mahammed  Ebn  Baflxrr  Al  Zahtd,  and  Abiallab  Ebn 
Mebammti  Ebn  AbdalazJz  Al  Bagtnvi,  in  the  io2d  year  of 
his  ace.  We  muft  not  forget  to  obfcrve,  that  a  general,  called 
Mas  adj  came  from  Africa,  and  roolc  the  cafile,  or  citadel,  of 
Si.AgaAot  in  the  lurtgdom  of  Na^es^  cither  this  or  the  pre- 
ceding year ''. 

In  the  314th  year  of  the  Hejr^y  the  Grttis  penetrated  to  Tbt 
MalaiUi,  the  Mtliuntof  the  aritients,  fituaicd  on  the  borders  Greeks 
of  Armenia  and  Cappadecia,  toolc  it,  flew  part  of  the  inl^bit-  '«^' Ma- 
ants,  and  nlade  il'avcs  of  thci  reft.'    However,  after  they  had  *"■*■ 
remained  there  a  few  dayst  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
abandon  the  town.    The  Kbalif  Al  Moktadtr  commanded 
Yufef  Ebn  AbWl  Saj,  the  governor  of  y^oKr«'iy'unj  to  advance 
to  Wiftt  againft  the  KannatiaiSy  the  prefcnt  year.  About  the 
fame  time,  Na/er,  or  Najr  Ebn^   Ahmed  I  Sam^ni  pofleSed 
himfelf  of  the  city  of  Ray ;  but  foon  after,  being  feizcd  with 
a  violent  illncfs,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  ruinqwOi  that 
place,    "tiie. Cambridge Chra^ctn  fi^ms  to  intimate,  that  the 
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cilimbeirlain  (B)  of  the  Kb^  sf  Kairvi^a  aide  Oftr  ib 
ytir  fr»iii  jffri^a,  and  roduced  th^  FbnnHs  of  Btr^elmi  hi 

dieparticiilaraoF  this  a^onais not  known  ■. 
Tit  Chri-  Soue  of  the  Gmi  zuth«s  itlite,  that  the  Mtpm  ianM 
ftiuis  the  Qhri/Han  tdritbriet  fevenl  years  before  the  zfeit&idinu))- 
f ^'"  A^'titm  of  die  Grvfix  into Oi^lpAaSKtili  tnd  that  ^eioKmi Cbub, 
ftf/  aJ-  ^(  imperial  generkl  in  thoft  pirta^  not  ontj  drayt  Anti  birt 
^^''"g"  with  gren  lofs,  but,  having  bcfieged  Undta^cd  dii  dtyof  M- 
t^*^'  /fMKf,  reduced  Uie  adjoining  bountry  to  the  form  of  a  pnmKt.  < 
a^trlinf  This,  however,  was  perhaps  the  expeditiori  placed  in  ibe  31411  1 
totht  t/oiTot  iimlfijrii by  JiJMaiiK.  It  fcems  to ^mear likniifc 
Greek  ^""^  Zenans,  that,  aboUt  thia  time.  Let  of  TripeU^  the  JJl^ 
•uriitri.  ^itural)  wu  defeated  by  the  Chri/lian  fleet  near  ibe  Hbti  d 
i^mmsi  and  had  aUnoft  all  his  fekmen  cut  to  pieces,  at  to 
fliifs  funk.  But  we  find  hot  the  leaft  mention  of  iheJt  tmf' 
a£lion«  in  a^  of  the  AnA  hiflorians  *. 
ni  Karr  The  next  year,  being  die  315th  ai  the  Hejra,  coiMinc- 
naiians  iftg  MarA  8th,  927,  ^Ju  rj!u^/  Ebn  Aim  Sa^J,  the  XMM- 
mait  a  tbian  general,  overthrew  the  Khaitf^  forces  wi^  fOJ^ 
fartbtr  flaughter,  and  took  Tufff  Ehn  Aiu'l  NaM,  vrhotsoamiM 
^-^•/i'-them,  prifoner.  He  allopoficffed  himfrff  of  th*ti^ofC(*l 
'"'  and  tven  threatened  to  penetnite  to  Ba^dJld ;  which  Altti  tk 
inhabUantsof  that  capital  with  the  mmoft  terror  andcdttr- 
nation,  'iipvrtmx,  Al Miktadett  taki}^  jdOjOOoA'a^li* 
M  Ae  trcafury,  and  being  fiipplied  by  his  mtHJier  whb  JOiVM 
fflbre,  raifU  a  body  dF  tcCjco  hone,  whlcli  be  ftnt  te  *1 
dgainft  the  Karmatiam.  Sut  tte  g»i)«rld  wht»  cAMttoM 
^ttm,  not  having  teen  able  to  bring  the  tn&tiy  to  O^t 

'  Ai.  Macin,  Dbi  fop.   EUTTteH.  nbifipt  f.  $14,  jtj.  b*- 
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per  name  of  the  Khatifai  ti>>r-  Dor  any  of  either  kiJ  ?^ 

iuSn,  wtoat  that  tirtc  was  Jtu,  ^fori  or  fucixflon.  crcrwottT 
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t*e  (bkiabr^Utki  or  fome  fdtK  at  Amm  ()}.  Who  n^iU  ■"    ' 

officer,  of  the  Khalifi,   in  the  correfied    this    Lmi'f  n'^    | 
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retomtd,  afterthe  condufion  of  the  campaign,  to'  BajhtlUi 
without  hsTuig  eficfied  any  thing  confiderable.     Thit  fo  ani-  . 
mitfad  jAk  Tidbiry  that  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  bis  fbrCeA 
CO  Aniir^  thon^  be  Ibon  thought  fit  k>  retire,  withtwt  hav- 
ing Attenpted  anr  thing  aninft  that  place.   As  Atihir  was  not 
above  tfcn  paralangs  ci  BcghJid,  the  Khaltf  conGdered  tb* 
Ktwmatialii  retreat  fh>m  thence,  in  tbc  prefent  ftCuatton  of  sf- 
StktSy  as  equivalent  to  a  victory  ;  and  therefore,  with  his  mo-- 
dier  and  rifir,  returned  God  thanlu,  in  the  moft  Idemn  man- 
ner, foriti  an(^  even,  by  way  of  farther  aclcnowlcdgment  to 
the  gnat  arbiter  of  events,diftributcdainong(t  the  poui  of  Aa|^- 
dad  no  lela  than  fifty  thoufand  dinArt.  After  which,  MuTbeiitr 
appeared  with  bit  army  before  Hit,  orHtit,  a  l!roiig  caftle  on 
the  noTthetn  bank  of  the  Euphraltit  about  twenty-one  para- 
fang*  above  ytniar^  bordering  on  the  dcfarts  of  j//  Jaxira  % 
but,   apon  takine  a  view  of  it,  he  retirsd  with  precipitation  tt». 
Hajr.     This  foraired  the  drooping  fpirlu  of  the  Khalifa  that  . 
he  onleied  a  tecond  thank%iving  for  fb  aufpiciout  an  erfcnt^ 
and  a  farther  diftribotion  of  100,000  dtrbimi  amongft  th« 
poDC     Abulfrda  relates,  that  jibu  Tbihtr,  with  a  fmall  body 
of  trocwi,  cDnliiKng  of  only  800  foot  and  700  horfe,  over- 
threw ruMEbnAbuHSAj,  probably  the  TufifEbn  Abv'lNa- 
Mf  of  M  Makln,  at  the  head  of  40,000  men,  when  he  thought 
himfclf  fo  fw-e  of  conquering,  that  he  had  ordered  hit  fecre-    , 
toy  to  write  a  letter  to  the  KhaUf,  notifying  the  vrdoiy  hia 
troopi  had  gained  over  the  rebels,  before  die  beginning  of  tha 
aftlon.     In  this  battle,  ru/</£in  .^7%  himfelfwai  taken 
pr)fbf]*r,  and  afterwards  put  to  th^  fword,  hy  the  Karmatian 
«Mral ;  who  found  an  immcnfe  quantity  of  wealth  at  Cifa^ 
iefealed  anodier  of  the  Kbalifi  armies  commanded  by  M&* 
ntij  ratxged  all  that  part  of  Irei  bordering  upon  the  Eupbra' 
fn,  and,  ^^r  having  thrown  the  citizens  of  Bagdad  itKo  ai^ 
kwxpreffiblc  panic,  returned  laden  with  fpoil  to  H<gr-     Ab~ 
ftdtaimdn  Al  Nmfr  Ein  Mohanmti^  cf  the  houfe  of  X}m* 
miyahf  the  f  mir,  or  lord,  of  Andalu^^  or  rather  the  Khal^tA 
SftriMy  according  to  the  fame  author,  reduced  alfo  the  city  <4 
X*l*de,  and  deftroyed  a  confiderable  part  of  it,  after  It  had 
rtbtHed  agunlt  him,  and  fuftained  a.  very  long  fiege,  the  prefent 
J**t.    MAut,  one  of  Ji  Maktadtr'i  beft  «%cers,  btving  en- 
Httabwd  a  ftif[Hcion  of  that  prince's  finitlcr  intentions  towardi 
bin,  rtfufed  for  fbme  time  to  go  to  the  imperial  palace,  at 
(tR  KhaHft  mvitation ;  bat  at  Taft  he  was  prevail^  upon  to 
lepair  thither,  and  kifs  his  hand,  by  the  troops  that  promtfed  to 
fcttXWl  bkn.     AboBt  this  time,  according  to  the  CambrHgt 
ChnmaHt  ^^HAjtb,  or  chamberlain,  of  thzKhaitfoiKair- 
Vidn  aaoA  upon  a  fort  of  a  truce,  or  ceflittion  of  arms,  with 
tbc  Caabriant.  after  he  had  taken  from  diem  Ar«>  or  l/r-0, 
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the  Vrta  of  the  antients,  denominated  by  the  modetTis  X)rjm  i 
upon  which,  they  )ert  in  his  hands  as  hoft^cs,  fays  the  writer 
or  that  Chrcnicen,  Lto,  bifiiop  of  Sid/j,  and  the  pFcfei5^,  or  go- 
vernor, ofCahkria.  This  aflair  being  terminated,  the  Kb^Bf 
of  Kairtuan  dtfpatched  Al  Bahami  arid  yfl  Ktl/baMt,  two  ^*a- 
dees  of  his  court,  cajled  by  that  writer  Sbtiihs^  mth  £i« 
S^em  intn  5i<r(^,  to  mut^  the  inhabitants  of  that  iAiBd  for 
fome  difturbances  that  had  happened.  We  muft  rot  forget 
to  obferve,  that  the  Dtylamitts,  the  liift  of  whofe  princes  wa 
Wajh&dan  Ehn  Al  Marxaban,  who  fixed  his  refidence  at  Sh^ 
reftan,  began  to  make  a  figure,  according  to  ^/^l&iiti,  in  tfac 
year  we  arc  now  upon  b. 
AbaTbii'  The  following  year,  being  the  3t6th  of  the  Htjrm,  jBm 
her  lakii  thihir  feized  upon  the  town  t^RaSaia,  and  put  a  vaft  number 
Rahnba  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword.  He  alfo  made  himlcK  oidkr 
««^Kar-  of  Xariis.-a,  or  Karktfya,  in  Mcfofntanua,  and  aftenraids  le- 
kiiia.  tff^  xo  Hiijr,  in  Temataa,  where  he  chofe  for  the  moS  pan  » 
refide.  Here  he  built  a  palace,  to  which  he  gave  the  oamc  of 
Hajra.  The  ATiff/jydirmifled  firft  from  hia  employment  JWt 
Jbhai  Ehn  AlKhasib,  his  Vifir^  and  afterwards  AH  Ebm  Ij«  £im 
Alfarahi  his  fucceffori  fubflituting  in  the  room  of  the  bsei 
Ahu  Alt  Ebn  Mchammed  Ehn  Ali,  commonly  called  Ehi  M*- 
ilah,  about  the  middle  of  the  latter  Rati.  After  the  redaaoa 
of  Rahaba,  Abu  7/roh/r,  according  to  AMil/idoj  nude  huafelf 
mailer  of  Al  Rakka  upon  the  Eufhratti^  and  treated  the  in- 
habitants of  that  place  in  a  cruel  manner.  He  likewiie  pece- 
trated  to  Siajar,  the  Singara  of  Plalimy^  a  confidcra.ble  dty 
of  iVteftpetamia^  in  the  province  of  Diyir  Rabtat  which  int- 
mediiteiy  fubmitced  to  him.  About  the  lame  time,  if  we  will 
believe  this  author,  Mnrdmvtj  Ebn  Zajjtr,  or,  as  he  is  caBed 
by  Al  Matin,  Merdaviij  Ebn  Ramaz,  \he-Dejhmiu,  hxmg 
cut  off  Aifar  Ehn  Shiniyeh,  his  maAer,  who  had  feized  npoa 
yarjan  the  preceding  year,  fubdued  Kaxtuin,  Raf,  Hamiadt^ 
Dinazvar,  or  Al  Deinawar,  Kininuar,  YaxJejerd,  Xe^t, 
fCtl/hJn,  Ei/ahan,yariadi6nf  and  the  whole  mouniainoui  le- 
gion of  Tairtjlan.  The  dynafty,  therelore,  of  the  Dtylamta, 
according  to  Abu'.feda,  commenced  the  prefent  year.  The 
fame  hiftorian  farther  relates,  that  yahantitt  Curcitat,  who  pre- 
sided over  all  the  imperial  territories  extending  from  the  H^- 
Ufpant  ti  the  frontiers  of  the  MaJUm  empire,  obliged  the  dti- 
zciis  of  Akhlath  and  Btdln  in  Armenia,  at  this  time,  to  at& 
croffci  upon  the  fpots,  in  their  refpe^ive  principal  mofques,oa 
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Chrnnic.  Sicul.  Cai^tabrigienf.  ubi  fup.  Jqah.  CAKits.  obl  fnp. 
OoLU  rot,  ad.Al/ragan.  p.  1x4,  itj. 
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>hid\  the  Cbrifiian  pulpiu  had  fonneily  ftood ;  and  that  tha 
iAfrdh  ylhu  Avianah  Taiui  Ebn  IJbak  Ebn  Ibrahim  Al  Eifa- 
ayni-t  author  of  a  Mafnad,  or  bod^  at  traditions,  drawn  up 
ifter  the  manner,  and  upon  the  principles,  of  the  Sainb  ^ 
MtJItm  Ebn  MHtjaj,  died  in  the  year  of  the  Htjra  316.  A 
>ody  of  Hk  Kiali/^  Kairtvan's  [orcest  under  the  condu^  of 
\n  African  general^  named  ^^n,  took  the  fortrefs  ofZan^na, 
:>r  rather  Zaraiway  in  the  njonth  of  Sbaaban,  according  to  the 
Oambri^t ChrtnitasitXias  year  c. 

In  the  317th  year  of  ihc  htjra,  beginning  February  i4th,AlMok- 
929*   A/  Maktader  was  conftrained  to  abdicate  the  Khalifat.  tadcTM 
AdtineSy    his  genera),  who  was  greatly  cfleemcd  by  the  fbl-  dtfafei, 
dicry,  having  conceived  an  invincible  averlion  to  him,  en-'*^'''' 
teredthc  imperial  palace,  withaparty  of  twelve  horfe,  the  14th  ^"^ 
oS  Al  Mebarram,  plundered  it,  and  carried  AL  Meiiadtr,  ^''z!  n 
gethcr  with  his  mother,  aunt,  children,  wives,  and  concu-  v™" 
\>inet,    prilbners  to  his  own   houre.     The  next  day,   the'^***" 
faldiers   faluted  Mobammtd  Ebn  At  Ms'tadtd,  furnamed  Al 
KiobtTy   KhaUf,    Upon  his  elevation  to  the  Mejkm  thronCi 
the  new  Khakf  made  Abu  A&  Ebn  Moklab  his  Vifir^  and 
B&ruk,  or,  as.  others  will  have  it,  Abttallah  Abu'l  tiija  Ebn 
HamJan  Abu  Saifa'ddawla,  his  chamberlain.     When  the 
imperial,  palace  was  pillaged,  Al  Mtiiadtr's  mother  loft  fix 
hundred  tboufand  dinars.    After  the  late  Khalifi  abdication, 
letters  were  CAit  into  all  the  provinces,  notifying  Al  Keher'a 
acceffion ;  and  people  entertained  hopes,  that  the  tran<)uillity 
of  the  empire  would  be  fettled  upon  a  lafting  foundation. 
But,  the  third  day  of  the  new  Khal}f%  reign,  the  troops  af- 
fembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  with  great  infolence  demand- 
ed their  pay,  cut  in  pieces  Baruk  the  captain  of  the  guards, 
drove  Ebn  Msilab  the  Fifir  out  of  the  palace,  and  placed  Al 
Aloitadtr  again  upon  the  throne.     That  princ^  no  fooner 
found  himfeir  repoflefled  of  the  Khalifat,  than  he  fent  for  his 
brother  Al  Kaher,  forgave  him  what  was  paft,  exprefled  an  in- 
violable attachment  to  his  intereib,  recalled  Ebn  Msklaby  and 
ordered  him  to  communicate  to  the  provinces  the  news  of  this 
laft  revolution.     According  to  Eutyehiui,  not  only  Mtlnts, 
but  likcwife  Abt^l  Uljd,  Ndzuky  and  other  principal  com- 
manders, contributed  to  the  abdication  of  Al  Moktadtr,  and 
affifted  at  the  inauguration  of  Al  Kdbtr.   However,  continues 
the  fame  author,  the  body  of  infantry,  called  Al  Mufafioy  two 
days  alter  that  event  han>ened,  Hew  Nixuk  and  Jbu'l  Hijd, 
and  brought  about  the  leftoration  of  Al  Mektadtr^  without  any 

*  AlMakiN)  nbi  fap.  p.  193.  !»■■  AaoLriD.  ad  ann.  Hq. 
]i6.  GoLiinot.  ad  Alfragao.  p.  961Q71  2;;,  a^6,  &c.  Gutych. 
ubi'fup.  p,5i8,;i9.  Chronic.  Sicnl. Caiuab.  ubi  fup. p.  9, 10.  - 
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cenTilcriUt  cflFoflwi  of  htuMA  Mood.  Jha^Ut  fA^m,  tkm 
Al  Mtkadir  had  rehdirtd  biififelf  tatacta&j  Wagr««aUe  M 
the  arn]j>,  bf  permitting  kis  «r6fnen  and  cuniicbs  to  goMfs 
vrith  an  afafehite  fwt^f,  atid  to  fltete  Ms  fubjads  ifi  a  Mfl  at- 
bitrary  an4  op^re^e  manner.  He  alb  (eemi  to  iatfame, 
that  MSHtiy  amtrary  ts  hi»  ^mn  ift^iBaden,  irn  fbrt«<l  by 
tttt  foldteit  to  concur  wiA  them  in  ih*  violatt  meftfaret  «fck* 
were  at  taU  time  purfiied  ;  b«t  tdkt  aftolrwaHs  thn  gcBatd 
not  a  little  contributed  to  Al  Ahktaitr*^  ft-tfabUAuAenl  opM 
the  J/oy&ff)  thl-oh«.  About  this  tim^,  Eijp*  vha  inMkJ 
with  fuch  rWarms  of  locufb,  Uiat  Ikcy  diAened  tte  «k,  h- 
tercepted  the  jblar  itys,  and  devoured  every  tfauig  gm 
in  all  thofe  paiti  of  that  frui^l  coumiy  which  tlifcy  t»- 
veifed.  The  falne  year.  Aim  ThAer,  ttte  KmrmMitm  MsenJ, 
and  prince  of  Hajr,  entered  MectaitiA  his  troops,  btM  t 
great  number  of  the  pilgrims,  on  die  8th  of  Dtitlbmjjm,  b 
the  temple  there,  demolifhed  the  flnall  bnUdiitg  and  cdpoh 
rtiat  covered  the  well  Zm%emj  Mid  f^mfHeita  the  Cmt». 
May,  we  are  totd  by  AM/tda,  that  they  liDcd  thia  well  iM 
tlw  carcal^s  of  thofc  going  in  proccfllon  round  tli«  OitM, 
<#hoiti  they  had  maiUcred,  amongft  Which  was  that  «f  EM 
At  Afof^Seb,  the  prince  of  Mtxa,  himfetr.  Alitor^  «iMi 
ptifanatioris  by  them  ofirred  to  that  ctlibratM  pbte  rf  * 
Mbjkm  woifhip,  they  took  away  the  fiimous  Mkc#  jtar, 
of  which  We  have  formerly  ^lv«n  our  rcadtfs  a  fiiU  od 
ample  defciiption,  and  coula  not  be  prffviiled  u^on  fcr  Me 
or  money  to  reftore  it,  though  Onti  Tah^m,  in  6ifc  ant 
of  the  pedple  of  Mttca,  offered  no  Itfe  than  5000  ^h^i  fct 
h.  However,  afterthty  had  irtpt  it  above twetny-tWanat, 
'  feeing  they  cdaid  not  thereby  draw  the  pilgrifflj  fmta  Mam, 
tftcy  Tent  it  back  from  Hajr  of  their  own  acctird  ;  at  Ae  fiae 
tiMe  banCeritig  its  devotees,  by  teStng  thtai  it  was  not  de 
true  ftone :  but,  as  it  is  faid,  it  was  proved  to  b«  tKi  cemHtt- 
Aft,  by  its  ptcuKar  ^aKty  of  rttimihing  on  wdter.  The  Af* 
tMtitrti,  howtiVer,  Whfl  was  ferit  to  take  away  <ht  guWcB^wet, 
in  pipe,  that  catricd  the  farn-W«er  from  the  top  of  the  Cw. 
broke  his  neck  hi  the  attempt.  We  mrfft  beg  leave  ft>  it- 
matk  here,  that  EutjthhaxLiRi  Ahm  thStrr  Mn  $d?IM  AIJ^ 
niU  t  thbagh  h6  has  httti  mdrt  pro[Krly  nirtied  S»HmSn  Ik 
AH  Se'id  Al  Jann&hi  by  AhtiiMa.  Th«  firfi  of  rttofe  m- 
ttxAs  a)fb  hiforms  m,  that,  bcmre  h«  irdtiAccd  to  Aftrw,  he 
incatnptd  in  a  place  going  under  tht  nittre  6f  Ti^jM^^  *\ 
fMnll  diflance  from  Bagh^d,  and  had  ftveral  cnjagenitaft 
with  the  Khalif's  forces ;  after  which,  he  flopped  up  all  & 
wt:11s  between  that  capital  and  vlfttM,  not  peftnWing;  Oe  a- 
ravaifs  6f  pilgrims  t6  pifs  t6  thfe  latter  of  thofe  ^ies,  ci- 
ther ftom  Mefipetamii  di  thtrafan.    Thie  ftUtt  ntittr  atlb 
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•\ace>,  duu  ttiis  jUymmeii  btf(tb«Kd  iA  idfinitfe  numbtr 
f  |>c!0^c  both  within  and  without  the  COahl,  ai  alfo  in 
AC    ftrMtt  of  j(&a«  1  infomntK  thA  t^tt  WtU  ZemxOn  wtt 
illfej  With  dekd  bodiM,  a«  well  w  nmllft  of  the  houfet  of  th'« 
awhs  Uid  the  wayi,  valtks,  deArt  ptacMt  f^f.  In  the  neigh^ 
x>uitidod  of  it.     And,  to  <7owi>  all  (Nell  misfdrtunes.  If  vtf 
tcrfon  efcaped.  out  of  the  city  with  his  eStSs,  ht  wii  cut  to 
!>ieces  *lid  plutiderbd  ^  the  jfmii  thtmfelvn,  who  were  af- 
(^mbled  in  eonfideiablfr  numbers  not  far  from  thb  gates  for  - 
that  t>uttMle.     Sottie,  bfiwtver,  fled  to  JvJda,  and  made  theit 
Mtttfic  by  fea.     As  the  Karmatian  general  carried  off  all  die 
rich't'drniture  and  uftnAls,  both  of  gokl  and  lilver,  belonging 
to  tb* Temple  of  Mtcca,  held  in  fo  bt^  a  venentiAn  aniongll 
tht   MohmUhedaHi,  c^cpt  the  fpout,  or  pipe,   above-men- 
t'A*ie^^  the  (poil  he  acquired  on  thii  occafion  was  of  im- 
ntthfc  value:    b«fides  which,   he  met  with  a  coAfRlertible 
bbcAy  In  the  town ;  aa  he  gave  the  place  up  to  his  troops 
h*  te  plundered  for  fet'en  days  together.     After  he  had  com- 
mined  theft  depredations,  be  abandoned  Mecca,  ind  ordered 
tht:  ^iltage  th2t  had  fallen  into  his  halids  to  he  cOrtduded  tt^ 
Hmjr.      IX  has  been  already  obferved,  tbit  Atu  TMrer,  to 
whom  Eutychius  gives  alfo  the  name  of  SvUman  Ebtt  Al  Ha-^ 
fdHt  attacked  the  city  of  Bafm  with  his  forces  in  the  yeat  of 
the  Aitjr''^  31  Ii  carried  it  by  aQault,  put  a  great  number  of  the 
ihhlbiCanta  to  the  fword,  am)  then  of  his  own  accord  retired. 
AH  *fcich  events  the  laft-mentiMied  author  reema  to  place  ei- 
flier  indie  312th  or  313th  year  of  the  Bejr-a;  tho'  itmuftbe 
owned,that  he  To  huddles  things  together  were,  that  we  cannot 
fiUitly  depend  upon  him  in  this  particular.     This  year,  a  very 
flitip  debate  Was  carried  on  at  BaghdM  between  Abu  Becrjn 
Mtrttiy  ot  Al  MarwaTJ,  the  pritKipal  of  thofe  who  were 
fbUoweri  of  the  famous  Ahmed  Ebn  Hanbal,  widi  his  adhe- 
rents, and  lAe  members  of  another  k6t  in  that  metropolis^ 
Concerning  tlie  true  import  and  meaning  of  a  controverted 
fnllage  in  die  Koran.  The  former  inferred  lirom  it,  ^at  God 
Wduld  htlvkfitr  place  Mobaiimed  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory 
Jhear  bimfelf ;  and  the  btter  only,  thatOoD  would  accept  of 
die  ptophet*!  Jnterccffion  for  all  true  Mofiems,  at  the  day  of 
Judgment  '  The  minds  of  the  difputants  on  both  ftdea  werft 
^  Itgitatcd  and  inflamed  on  this  occafion,  that  many  murdert 
were  committed ;  infomuch  that  the  city  of  BagbJad,  for 
i^me  months,  became  a  fcenc  of  blood  and  confiifion.  About 
Ac  fame  tirte,  Nti/r  Ebm  Ahmed  Ebn  Nafr  Al  Bafri,  a  fa- 
nmu  poet,  Aimamed  Al  KbabaMitiu,  departed  this  life.     It 
Might  to  be  here  remarked,  that  Eytidt  or  EUas,  ^  patriarch 
«^  Antitehf  died  on  Saturjay,  the  1 3th  of  the  latter  JomSAat 
iftei  he  had  At  in  the  pitduchal  fee  tfiere  twefl^-t^^t  years. 
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It  appesu^  Fropi  the  Camirijge  Cbrtmenty  that  Sate,  tMic  d 
the   Khalif  of  Kairwdn's  generzls,  maide   an  incuriioQ    intf 
Itafy,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  borders  of  die  Launr  I 
bard;f,  that  ii,  Campania,  the  duchy  of  Benrventt^  and 
'  neighbouring  tra^l,  with  a  body  of  the  MegreUen  trttopt^n 
oiany  prifoners,  and  agreed  upon  another  ceflaiion  of  i 
i^ith  the  Calabriani,  the  prefent  year  ■*. 
Thttrtwk      The  ncxtyear,beingthe3i8thof the/£7>*,  5afijMi  £h\ 
maim,  ef  jfl  [Jafan  Ebn  MokhalUd  was  appointed  by  the  KbaliJVa  Fifir. 
■ /""^    That  prince  likewife,  about  the  fame  time,  coDferred  mpaa ! 
3''-  Nafero'ddnwla  Ebn  Abu'l  Hiji  Ebn  Hamddn  the  govenuncDt  '. 

of  Amid,  Diy&r  Beer,  and  Majafartiny  or  Adayy/tfaraiim  \  ot> 
dering  him  to  pay  annually  a  certain  fum  of  money  into  (fee 
exchequer  M  Baghdad.   About  the  fame  time,  the  bodj  of  in- 
fantry, termed  by  the  Arabs  Al  Mofifia,  being  grown  ex- 
tremely infolent  hnce  the  reltoration  of  die  Kbmlif  jB  iM- 
ieder,  were  firft  expelled  the  city  of  Baghi&d^  then  that  d 
ff^&ftU  and  at  laft  totidly  difperfol.     This  year,  SMn  made 
an  incurTion  into  Calabria,  took  a  foitrefs  in  thst  proruKC, 
named  Term^h,  and  carried  with  him  into  the  Aft/Urn  uni- 
tories  12,000  prifonera,  without  hav'^ig  fuOained  any  cogfide- 
rablc  lofs  *. 
Mirda-         The  following  year,  being  the  319th  of  the  Hejra^  Qia- 
wij,  tht    iaUab  Ebn  Mchammtd  was  nominated  by  the  Kbaltjlta  w&  ia 
ting  ef     the  capacity  of  yi/tr.    He  did  not,  however,  continue  longtn 
Deylam,  that  lublime  pod  to  which  he  had  been  advanced  ;  Al  Haja 
txtnds      £i„  Al  Kafem  Ebn  Okti^aUah  Ebn  StUm^  Eb«  fPiibtb  bw 
Hi  tea-     appointed  to  fucceed  him,  before  the  end  of  the  month  Sbinm. 
fvefit.        About  the  fame  time,  died  Ahu  Bar  Al  Nabraw&niy  a  noctd 
poet,  who  wrote  fome  celebrated  elegiacal  verfes  upon  a  ou ; 
being,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  about  an  hundred  years  oU. 
This  year,  Mardawij  Ebn  Ramai,  or  Mardawij  Ebn  Zajjirt 
the  king,   or  prince,  of  Dtylam,    made  himfelf   mailer  at 
Hamad^y  violated  the  women  there,  and  put  30,000  of  d* 
inhabitants  to  the  fword.     The  KhaliJ,  receiving  advice  of 
the  havock  he  had  made,  fent  an  army,  under  the  ciHnmand 
of  liarun  Ebn  Arub,  to  reduce  him  ;  of  which  the  DfyietuU 
being  informed,  he  advanced  at  the  head  of  hit  tnxips  to 
attack  the  Khalif  s  forces,  engaged  them  between  Htniiai^ 
and  Kazwin,  and  overthrew  them  with  incredible  fbughteti 

'  AlMakin,  ubifup.  p.  193,194.  Grid.  Abu*l-Paka],  abi 
fup.  p.  189,  190.  Eqtych.  ubifitp.  p.  jiS— 51$.  AHUEnCii 
YujEP,  Isu.  Advlfed-  Poc.  not.  in  fpec.  HiiL  Arab.  p.  119. 
D'Herbel.  Bibliojh.  orient,  art.  ^JM  Ti«bir,  p.  40.  Ct)roa.S)C. 
CaDtabtigienf-  ubi  fupL.'  <  Al  Makih,  ubi  fup.  p.  194. 

EuTvcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  522, 513.   IsM.  Aeulfid.  AQuonic-Si^ 
,     Camabfigienf-  ubifup.  "''     ■  ' 
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fter  which,  he  ravaged  the  country  as  far  as  HahvJin,  and 
le  frontiers  of  /rii,  and  at  laft  carried  ihc  city  of  Eifahan 
•y  aflault.  But  of  the  great  exploits  ofMardawfj  Ebn  Ra- 
ijto,  as  well  as  thofe  ^  the  other  Deylamiu  princes,  our 
coders  may  expci^t  a  particular  arid  circum&antial  account 
n  another  part  of  this  worlt,  to  which  it  will  more  properly 
Mflong '. 

In  the  326th  year  of  the  //^'ra,  commencing  7<j;i.  r3th,7J/  Kht- 
J32,  the  Aifwi/^/. t/oi/flAr  was  killed  at  BaghdU;  ofwhichlif  Al 
u-agical  event  lame  oftheorlentalhinorianshavc  handed  down  ^^oktader 
to  us  the  following  particulars,     Mints,  the  Khalifi  general,  "  ^ilUimt 
having  entertained  a  fufpicion,  that  his  mailer  intended  to  ^S'*'™' 
thro^w  him  into  prifon,  left  the  court  in  difguft,  and  retired  to 
Al  Mawjil.  Soon  after  his  arrival  there,  he  aflemblcd  a  body  of 
troops,  with  which  he  marched  direfUy  to  Baghdad.  ,  Al 
MoktadtTy  having  received  advice  of  his  approach,  led  his 
forces  out  of  the  city,  in  order  to  give  him  battle.     A  fierce     ' 
confiifi  enfued  between  the  contending  parlies,  in  which  the 
KbaUfvm  killed,  ftript,  and  had  his  head  cut  off  by  one  of 
the  barbarians  in  Muncs'%  army,. who  immediately  brought  it 
to  his  general.     The  body  of  that  prince  was  buried  by  a 
Curdt  *ho  palled  by  it  foon  after  the  end  of  the  aftion,  and 
faw  it  liC  njjted,  and  expofcd  to  public  view,  on  the  field  of 
battle.     In  this  manner  fell  Al  Moktader^  on  Wiinefday  the 
18th  of  ShauiAl,  foon  after  he  had  complet;ed  the  38th  year 
of  his  age,  and  had  lac  upon  the  Mejltm  throne  about  twenty- 
five  years.     He  conferred  upon  Abu  Fadl  Ebn  'Jaafar  Ebn  Al 
Farat  the  office  of  Vifir,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  latter  Rjabi. 
After  his  deatht  his  head  was  carried  on  a  lance,  in  the  midft 
of  a  vaft  crowd  of  people,  through  the  principal  ftreets  of 


This  affair,  however,  has  been  more  particularly  related  thii  tra,- 
by  Abulfida  and  Ahu'l-Faraj.   Thofe  authors  write,  that  jW«- ^iVa/ 
iwj,  being  greatly  difplcafed  with  the  Khalifs  condu<5f,  retired  *vnt 
towards  Al  Mawfil  j  of  which  that  prince  being  apprized,  he  "Wr/^f- 
wrote  to  the  head  of  the  family  of  Hamdan^  who  then  go-  ""^''.^, 
verncd  the  people  there,  and  commanded  him  to  oppofe  the  "J^  \iy 
rebel  with  all  his  forces.     The  prince,  or  Emir,  of  Al  Maw-  ^buHeda 
y^A continue  they,  having  received  the  Kha'uf\  letter,  immc-^.    *. 
diateljr  drew  together  an  armyo;  33,000  men,  with  which  he  p^^j 
advanced  towards  jl^ifu»,  thenaitended  by  only  a  body  of  800 
hi»re,  in  order  to  attack  him.     That  general,  however,  hav- 

'  EirrrcH.  ubi  lap.  p.  511— J15.  Ai.  Mkkih,  obi  fup.  p. 
191,192.  Isu.  Abulfcd.  adano.  Hcj.  319.  D'HEas.  Bibtioih. 
orient,  art.  D/An,  p.  295.  tttrt.  Mardavigt,  p.  55^. 

t  AlMakih,  ubifup.  p.  194.  EuTVCH.  ubi  fup. p.  iz^-^ij, 
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lag  prq^tbl;  been  reinforced  by  (bme  ^(b  troaf»,  iva^ied  ^ 
bim  ijpon  4  fpQt  Qf  grouod  at  a  rmall  diftaace  from  MM»m- 
filt  engaged  him  wuh  great  br^veiy,  and  at  lafl  put  hioi  to 
flight;  ^rter which,  he  inadehintfelf  niffler  of  a]}  cbcDwps   < 
V«l  villages,   as  welJ  a$  all  the  ricbes,   belonging  to  dfe 
defcend^nc^  qf  lifimddn.     This  vi^iy  had  fucb  an  ^k&    I 
,        upon  the  minds  of  the  foldiery,   that  a  very  confiderxUe    | 
part  qf  the  fCbalif%  forces  cantoned  in  Sjria  aqd  Egjf^t  *nd 
even  at  Baghdad  itfelf,    dcferted  him,   and  joined  Mimes  \ 
which  enabled  th»  rebel,  after  nine  months  preparadom  at 
M  Mawfil^  to  march  through  Te(ril,  ^t  the  head  of  a  niuBc- 
rous  army,  to  Haghdad.    Upon  lus  anival  there,  he  pitched 
his  tents  before  the  gate  ^/ £i&OffifliAj/ii,  and  immcdiatdrto- 
vefted  the  town.     M  MBktader'%  friends,  finding  their  inaf- 
tei  and  themfelves  upon- the  point  of  being  clofcly  befi^ed, 
perfuadcd  the  Khal'tf  to  go  out  qf  the  city   in  jCfeBt^imifi 
clokc,  preceded  by  the  dQ<ttars  of  the  law,  and  other  perfan 
of  note,  with  copies  of  the  KQ^an  open  in  their  hands,  ino*- 
derto^eWhimfelf  to  the  rebels;  imag^ing  that  the^  wouU 
be  touched  with  teverence  of  his  perfon  at  fa  aiiguA  a  ^b^ 
%nd  bs  thereby  the  more  readily  induced  to  return  to  a  feiA 
«f  thdr  duty.    At  fitfl  be  Itooa  upon  an  enivncc,  witb  bq 
attendants,  and  feemcd  unwilling  to  fight  i  but  the  Gg^alal 
Uft*  by  hi^  oi^er,  being  given,  a  general  afHon  iDuncdiately 
cnfued.    The  flower  of  nis  troops  having  already  defencd 
him,  41  JUfilader's  men  were  foon  put  to  ffight,  and  he  hio- 
felf,  with  feveral  of  the  run-aways,  endeavouring  to  retttmiM; 
the  town,  furroundcd  by  a  party  of  the  MagrMan  faldioii 
onft  of  whom,  after  a  profufion  of  the  oioft  opfirobrious  laa- 

Oe,  ran  him  through  with  his  fword,  and  the  others  li- 
ly difpatched  him.  After  which,  they  cut  off  bis  head, 
and  cwTJ«l  it  upon  a  pole  to  the  rebel  general,  th«B  at  jflX'- 
Jbidia,  who  had  not  been  prrient  in  the  a^on.  The  Aiegrt' 
biant  likcwife  inurely  flrippcd  him,  not  leaving  him  fb  muck 
as  his  breeches  on  to  cover  thofe  parts  which  nature  commands 
us  to  conceal,  and  buried  him  in  the  place  where  be  f^ 
When  Jl  Mektadir's  head  was  brought  to  Mvnes,  at  ibe 
fight  of  it,  he  is  faid  to  have  wept,  and  to  have  difcoTHtd 
ftgns  of  the  moll  unfeigned  grief.  He  al(b  polled  a  guiirf 
upon  the  imperial  palace,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  plu- 
dered,  and  commanded  his  men  not  to  offer  the  leafi  vicjence 
to  any  of  the  late  Khalif's  family  or  domeftics  there  *. 
Thidr-  MiRKMOND,  the  P«r^3n hiftorian,  bas  given  us  a  longde- 
nrnfioKct  tail  of  the  circumftances  attending  this  pnnce's  death,  bhA 

*■  Isu.  Abulfed.  in  chron,  ad  son.  Hq.  J^o.  Ohq.  Atv'fc- 
Fakaj,  ubifup.  p.  s^o,  a9i<  . 
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%    -vrhich  have  beui  omiucil  by  the  Jrai  writen*     ^l  M»i-  aittmUng 
tdmWy  accoiding  ta  thii  audur,  bavjng  caufcd  bU  brother  MM  Hak< 
Zaber  to  be  impriliuisd,  far  the  part  ht  bad  aded  in  tho  Utetader'r 
evolt,  which  teroiinated  in  the  elevation  of  that  prince  to  the^'^'^ijAf 
%Afitm  throne,  though  he  fat  not  above  tvo  day*  thereon,  re-  ""d'H  V 
blvcd  at  laft  to  put  htm  to  death.*   ^/ZiiW,  having  been  in-?^"j" 
ormed  tsf  his  brother's  delign,  eiigaged  i  Barhv^an,  oiA/a-^' 
^rebjam,  oiEcer,  who  was  an  excellent  horfeman,  and  intirely 
u   his   devotion,  to  alliil&aate  hinl.     In  order  to  %ffe&  this 
«rtth  the  greater  facility,  he  procured  the  affiftance  of  Muntty 
the  eunuch,  who  wai  not  a  little  difatieded  to  the  Kbalif,  and 
■who  confequently  came  into  /ii  Kabtr'a  oieafures  with  un- 
common  alacrity.     The  Megrthistty  charged  with  thi&  com- 
tniSoo,  Ibught  all  opportunities  of  killing  the  Khalif;  and 
oiM  day  obfW  ving  bim  feated  in  the  place  called  Sbamifuiia,  to 
fee  fome  feats  at  arms  and  horfe-rsccs  there,  he  prcfciied 
himfelf  before  him,  in  order  to  be  a^lmitted  to  part^i^e  of 
tkoft  divcrfions ;  when  be  performed  hit  part  with  fu  mtKh 
dexterity  and  addr^,  that  the  Kbaitf  made  him  repeal  it  &- 
veral  times,  and  commanded  his  guards  to  retire,  that  he 
]ni£ht  have  a  more  free  and  extenfivc  view  in  the  place.  The 
A&grfiiait  thinking  that  a  proper  opportunity  of  carrying  hi* 
dei^  tnlo  execution  now  oiHered  idelf,  immediately  turfivd 
his  harte  towards  the  Khalify  ruflted  upon  bim  in  an  InOan^ 
and  thnift  his  lance  into  bis  brcaft  with  fuch  force*  that  h«, 
i«ll  from  his  feat,  and  foon  after  died  of  the  wound  be  thca 
received..   As  Iochi  as  the  officer  had  given  the  blow,  he  rode 
dir«£Uy  to  the  prifon  where  Al  Kahtr  was  confined,  in  wder 
to  deliver  him  from  dicnce,  and  put  him  in  poi&ifioa  «  the  . 
Kbaltfat.    But  paiEng  throi^h  the  marlcet^place,  he  met  w 
&^  loaded  with  thorns,  which  the  people  of  that  country  mAe 
ufe  of  to  luat  tbcir  ovens.    At  this  the  Aiegrtiiqn't  borie  took 
fright,  and  ran  with  bis  maffair  againft  a  butcher's  ftall  with 
fuoi  viglence,  that  a  hook  belonging  thereto  fluck  faft  in  his 
chin  I  the  horfe  being  by  this  means  deprived  of  his  rider, 
and  leaving  him  hanging  theroon.     Soon  after  this  accident^ 
a  parly  »f  the  Kbtlift  guards,  vAiO  ohferved  what  had  been 
<U>n«,  and  doTaly  purfued  the  aflaffin,  came  up  with  him.  made 
a  ftraof  the  thorns  on  the  als's  back,  and  burnt  him  therein. 
ThU  is  the  account  of  Jl  Mtilatttr't  death  pteferved  by 
MriA»nd,  an  iuthor  of  ^od  repute  i  though,  for  feveral  ' 

reifoni,  we  prefer,  as  mote  coHfonaat  to  tru^ii  ^  relation 
of  that  trascal  event  handed  down  to  us  by  the  jlrt^  hilto- 
<iat»ci(«dDcrc  '. 
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IStftffin,  With  regard  to  his  pcifon,  Ai  Maitader  hail  i  loond 
tharaStr,  handfome  face,  and  the  tiair  of  his  head,  as  well  as  bisttean), 
atdtbf  was  exceeding  gray ;  (hough  be  bad  but  juA  complcated  die 
irtattffi-  ^Sch  year  of  his  age  at  tbe  time  of  his  death.  HehadEke- 
ehf/bii  ^ife  y„y  gQod  eyes,  was  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  a  fair  con- 
<»mt.  ptexion.  As  to  his  difi^ofitioii,  he  was  religious,  ddigbced  in 
giving  of  alms,  and  taltcd  often.     He  had  many  (cOTtariet, 

faveiaors  of  provinces  and  cities,  and  couofellon,  or  fij&i. 
omc  of  the  women  and  girls  belonging  to  the  cowt  had  a 
freat  hand  in  the  ailminifl|;ati»n,  particularly  a  girl  named 
amik,  who  was  fo  thoroughly  verfed  in  all  the  wei^s 
points  of  the  Mohammidan  law,  that  both  the  judges,  in  die 
determination  of  criminal  caufes,  and  the  dj^rs  of  the  law,  la 
thm  moft  important  decifions,  found  theoifelves  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  her  for  her  aj£ftance.  ,  Al  Mektaitr  reignd 
twenty-five  years,  and  created  twelve  principal  counfcUon,tir 
yifirs ;  which  cannot,  with  truth,  be  faid  of  any  of  hii  pre- 
decellbrs.  From  the  t'mie  that  the  Karmatians  tool:  himt, 
and  canied  frftm  thence  the  celebrated  black  fiant^  to.ibeJa/ 
of  this  prince's  death,  not  a  fmgle  Moflem  performed  the  pd- 
grimage  thither  \  which  never  happened  in  the  reign  of  anjaf 
the  preceding  Khalifs.  At  MsHadtr  is  faid  to  have  given  vk^ 
to  the  poor,  and  appropriated  to  charitable  ufes,  above  levei^ 
millions  of  dinars.  He  alfo  dillributed  a  vail  numba  tf 
•jewels,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  moft  precious  ungucnu, 
and  above  fixty-three  grains  of  civet,  amQngll  the  girls  ths 
he  kept  for  his  own  ufe,  and  fome  other  favourites  tbathni 
an  uncommon  afcendant  over  him.  His  fijirs,  or  irexn, 
Ibme  of  whom  had  diffiu'Cnt  names,  or  furnamcs,  a%Mil 
them  by  different  authors,  were  /fhu'i  Abboi  Ebn  At  Halt*, 
AH  Ebn  Ahmtd  (or  MahaiUmtd)  fometimcs  called  Ahiil  luj^ 
Ebn  Al  P(fr6s',  AbuH  Kafem  Al  KhdkAni,  Mohammed  Ek»  A- 
d'altah  Ebn  Kfidiin,  Aii  Ebn  Jfa  Ebn  Aljar^^  Abu  Ali£i* 
Mab'ammtd,  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Ebn  MtkiA 
Ahmed  Ebn  Abd'alhh  Ebn  Ahmed  Al  Khauby  Soliman  EkM 
Hafan  Ebn  Al  MokhalUd,  Obtid'allahEbn  Mohammed  At  ^f 
ddni,  Al  Hofan  Ebn  Al  Kafim  Ebn  Obiidalleh  Ebn  SoSmit 
'  Ebnffabtb,  Abu'l  Fadl  Ehnjaafor  Ehn  Al  Fardt,  who  re- 
ceived from  his  mother  the  denomination  of  f^R  Khaiziriu, 
and  Al  FadlEbn  Jaafar  Ebn  AlKaran.  The  moftfainous 
of  his  judges  were  J'"/^  E.b^  Yakib,  his  fon  Mohammi, 
Abd'aUah  Ebn  Abu'l  Shaworib,  Mohammed  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebt 
IJhak  Al  BahluK  Omar  Ebn  Mohammed  Ebn  Tufef,  Al  Hehu 
Ebn  Alt,  and  Omar.  Ebn  Al  Hafan  Bin  Abu'l  Shavjorii.  Hu 
chamberlains  were  Saws,  Al  Ma^a/i's  fcrvant,  N>./r  Al  K*- 
furi,  Yakib  Al  Mo'tadedi,  and  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mohammed  Eb» 
Reyei,    The  infcriptlon  of  his  fcal  waSj  Praij*  be  to  GoD, 
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F«  Mvbtm  •  na  ttbtf-  iting  is  fittdlary  and  tubs  it  thi  erfdtBf  ef 
lit  things.  That  this  Kbahff  in  whofe  reign  the  twO  Ortek 
empcron  Let  Snd  AUxandtr  died,  was  a  prince  of  great 
iuAice  and  moderation,  appeara  from  hit  remtffion  of  Uiff 
:rlbute  iinpofed  up«n  the  Cbriflian  btfhops  and  religious  iir  , 

Bgyft  by  Jli  Ehn  Ifa,  his  governor  of  thdt  country,'  as  «eU 
u  ham  Icveral  other  things  we  have  related  of  hioi  here ;  aad 
particularly  from  the  order  he  ilTued  to  oblige  his  MoJUm  fub- 
jefla  to  rcbuiki  fcveral  churches  in  Egypt  that  his  officers  had 
lemolrflied  there.  We  are  told  by  Ai  Maitn,  that  a  Grttk 
pinnace,'  fent  \3j  the  emperor  for  intelligence,'  and  to  difcovef 
%  proper  place  for  landing  a  body  of  troops  in,  was  taken  by 
iome  of  the  jl/0/Ef^guard-fliips  ftationed  in  the  mouths  of  the 
J^iU,  in  the  314th  year  of  the  Htjra ;  and  that  a  man,  #htf 
by  bis  drefs  feemed  to  be  a  pcrfon  of  diftin£tion,  was  found 
therein,  wh6'  confefled  that  he  was  a  fpy,  and  declared  t\M 
the  Chrijiians  would  Toon  appear  on  the  coaSt  with  a  fleet  of 
1000  fail,  and  »  numeroiu  body  of  land-forces  on  btiard,' 
in  order  \o  make  a  defcent.  This  news  not  a  Httle  alarmtid' 
the  governor  of  £j;)^r,  whothercupon  fcnt  for  a  rsinfbrcc-' 
in«nt  from  Syria,  and  took  all  other  neceflary  precautions  to' 
render  abortive  the  enemy's  defigns.  But  the  Cbrijiian  fleet 
being  Iben  after  {battered  by  a  flornr,  in  which  were  lofi  Aovtf 
300  Ihips,  and  all  the  foldiers  and  failors  therdn  droWncd  ;- 
die  Grtth  found  thcnifelves  obliged  to  make  the  belt  of  their 
way  to  ^tr  own  ports,  and  thereby  delivered  the  Egyptiatts, 
whotn  they  bad  ftruck  with  fuch  terror,  from  all  apprehen- 
lions  of  the  invalion  with  which  they  had  been  threatMed  >^. 

Beforb  wfe  toncludc  what  we  have  to  fay  of  the  RhallfSfvtral 
M  Mthadety  it  may  not  be  improper  to  touch  ujion  the  cha-  iiornti 
racers  of  tWo  of  the  moft  Icarnbl  men  that  flourifhcd  in  his  ""^ A"* 
reign.     The  famous  Mohammed  Ehn  Jdber  Eh  SinSn  Ahu"^'^''' 
AlnCaUak  Al  Htirrani,  a  native  of  fi<rtAi,  or  5tfH^«,  oncof^^'^°''' 
the  dependencies  of  Harran,  and  thence  commonly  called'  ^,*'' 
Ai  Baitini,  or  A&atitii,  fo  jnfHy  celebrated  for  the  accurate"'^"" 
aftrononiical  obfefvations  he  made  at  Araila,  or  Aracea,  that 
a,  the  city  of  Ai  Reltka  upon  the  Euphrates,  departed  this 
life  in  the  3r7th  year  of  the  htjra.    This  great  math*-- 
maiician  and  pliflofophcr  profeflcd  the  Sabian  religion,  Whkh 
chiefly  prevailed  at  the  time  of  his  birth  In  the  city  of  Harrin,- 
and  all  the  adjacent  tra6t  belonging  to  ir.   And  for  this  reMon' 
it  i»,  that  his  tables  are  called  the  Soiian  Tables.    He  began 
his  oUervaitons  In  the  year  of  the  Hejra  264,  and  concluded 
them  in  306  j  thou^  the  fixed  ftars  arc  placed  therein',  ac-  ^ 

^  Ax  Makim,  obi  Tap.  p;  195—198-    EuTrcK.  nbi  fop.  p. 
514-^527.  Gboko.  Ciobkh.  St  Joan.  Zokak.  uht  lup. 
MoD.HiiT.  Voi,.U.  Mm      '  cording 


J  46  ^he  fiijiory  ef  the  Arabs.'  B.I 

according  to  thclrfituation,  in  thcjearzgg.  In  the  ^ic&yat 
of  the  Htjra,  according  to  Abiil-Faraj,  died  Abu  Btsr  Jd»- 
hammidEbn  Zacaria^  2.tchariah,  or  Zacarlas  jflRAzif  a  pofeo 
extremely  well  verfed  in  all  kinds  of  antient  Icamuigi  thoi^ 
he  excelled  moft  in  phyfic,  and  is  {tiled  the  phoenix  o(  his  age 
by  that  writer.  However,  Ofiiba,  the  author  of  The  Liia 
of  the  Phyficiani,  quotes  two  writers ;  one  of  whom  pbccs 
the  death  of  Al  Rdzi  either  about  the  year  of  the  Htjra  290, 
or  a  little  after  300,  and  the  other  in  the  year  310,  or  32:1. 
Abuifeda  relates,  that  he  died  in  the  31  rth,  and  Ebm  Shabad 
fixes  his  deceafe  in  the  310th,  year  pf  the  MeJUm  zn.  Li 
bis  younger  years,  he  gave  himfelf  up  intirely  to  mufic ;  bst 
afterwards  applied  himielf  to  the  fhidy  of  philolbphy,  with  fa 
much  fucccfs,  that  he  made  a  wonderful  pr<^;re&  in  every 
branch  of  it,  and  compofed  a  great  number  of  bo(Az  botb 
upon  phyfical  and  philosophical  fubje£ls.  He  firft  prefided 
over  Ae  hofpital  either  at  Raj  or  Jan^fibia-.,  and  after- 
wards for  a  time  over  that  at  Baghdad,  He  got  wcbi  or 
pearls,  in  his  eyes,  by  immoderate  eating  of  beans;  and, 
towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  lolt  both  of  them  by  catandL 
He  would  not  permit  an  ooilill,  who  came  to  coucfa  Ma 
eyes,  to  touch  them  with  his  infirumcnt,  becaufe  be  conU 
not  tell  of  how  many  tunides,  or  little  coats,  ibe  m 
did  confift  i  faying  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  not  (b  deo- 
rous  of-rccovering  his  fight,  as  he  had  already  feen  enoi^  d 
the  world  to  make  him  naufcatc  and  abhor  it.  We  are  toU, 
that  he  fpent  almoft  all  his  time  in  writing,  either  adveriariaor 
^ir  co{Hes  of  books.  He  is  faid  to  have  penned  twelve  [nece> 
in  alchymy,  wherein  he  afTerted  the  poSibility  of  a  tranfaivti- 
tion  of  metals,  and  to  have  underftood  allrology,  or  tbe  «t 
of  prcdiding  future  events,  from  the  afpeds  {^nd  conSjm- 
tionsof  the  celellial  bodies.  He  was  Uberal,  munificent,  aaJ 
courteous  to  all  men ;  as  likcwife  extremely  charitable  to  tk 
poor,  when  they  were  fick,  not  only  giving  them  his  advise 
as  a  phyfidan,  but  fupplying  all  their  wants  in  the  tnc^  ampk 
manner.  Some  authors  relate,  that  he  was  one  of  the  prin- 
dpal  phyficians  of  the  Khaiif  Al  Mektadtr-,  qnd  at  the  top  <i 
his  profeffion  when  he  was  not  above  forty  years  of  age.  Thii 
IS  the  doAor  who.  in  the  fchools  of  phyfic,  is  commonly 
called  Rha^et,  or  Rbazis,  a  corruption  otRJzii  which  fur- 
name  he  derived  from  the  city  oi  Ray,  where  he  was  bom. 
He  has  by  Tome  been  accufed  of  Pyrrbanifin,  or  Saftici/m,  be- 
caufe he  did  not  fufltcicntly  undcritand  AriJietU  in  many  par- 
ticulars. M.  D'Hlrlnloti)i\n'k.^,  that  he  was  the  aumorof 
the  piece,  intituled,  Ekhtiarat  Al  Nnjumiah,  which  has  been 
abridged  in  Ptr^  under  the  Mc  of  Haiiam  /ftaiaimahy  in  tbe 
French  king's  library,  N^  890,  and  not  Fakbte'ddtn  Etn  Omw, 
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Ls  fbme  fuppofe.  AlSMzi  alfo  wrote  a  comment  upon  Ari-- 
latins  treatife  T<fi  ipjuiiriid^,  De  Inttr^ttatitmt,  called  by  the 
Arabs  Bari  Arminias,  that  is,  the  ieei  vf  interpretation,  ac- 
cording to  fome  of  the  caftern  writers,  ^l  Ca'bi  is  reported 
Co  have  told  AIR^,  that  he  demonftratcd  himfelf  to  be  ig- 
norant of  phylic,  by  his  not  being  able  to  cure  his  own  eyes ; 
CO  be  aftrangerto  aftrology,  by  not  forefeeing  the  misfortunes 
cbat  <:ame  upon  him  ;  and  to  be  unacquainted  with  alchymy, 
by  bis  poverty.  But  all  the  fa£^s  here  mentioned  are  looked 
upon  as  envious  falfhoods  by  Abiit-Faraj.  BakhilJhUa  Ebn  Ta- 
hya  and  Siniit  Ebn  Thibet  Ebn  Korra,  the  Sakian,  and  father 
oS  Thibet  EbnSen&n,  the  hifbrian,  were  likewife  two  of  the 
Kbalif  Al  Mfiteder's  principal  phyficians,  and  in  great  favour  ■ 
with  that  prince.  But  of  the  latter  of  thcfe  we  fliall  give  a  - 
more  particular  account,  at  the  conclufion  of  our  biftory  of  ^ 

the  following  reign  '. 

SECT.    XLI. 

A  Ftbk  the  death  of  Al  Moitader,  Mints  propoCed  thatAl  Kilter 
^^  prince's  fon  Abu'i  Abbdt,  who  had  been  his  pupil,  to  t\\e/ueeeidi 
grandees  of  the  court  for  Khaiif.    But,  in  oppofition  to  this:^''  bro- 
motion,  Ijbak  Al  Nubaihti  thought  ^t  toobferva,  that  the  late'*""  Al 
KhaUfAiMahadtrhid  been  intirely  under  the  managcmcntand  Mokia- 
dire^on  of  his  mother,  his  aunt,  and  his  fervants  j  that  thev  '^"' '"'" 
fhould  be  again  in  the  fame  fituaiion,  if  a  minor  afccndcd  the  •^'i^'"'-. 
throne  J  and  that  therefore,' as  they  now  wanted  a  prince  who 
could  govern  both  himfcif  and  his  fubje^ts,  they  ought  tocaft 
their  ^es  upon  Abu  ManJ&r  Mebammed  Ebn  AlMo'taded,  fur- 
named  Al  Kahtr  Bi'llah,  as  the  moft  proper  perfon  of.  tha 
houfe  of  Al  Abbas  to  be  advanced  to  the  KoalS/iit,  Munet,  for 
fome  time,  fliewed  himfelf  extremely  averfe  to  the  elevation 
of  Al  Xiher,  as  being  perfectly  well  acquunted  with  the  cruel 
and  avaricious  difpofition  of  that  prince.     However,  be  fuf- 
fcred  himfeTf  at  taft  to  be  perfuaded  by  Al  N&bakhti  to  concur 
with  the  other  great  officers  in  the  election  of  the  new  Kho&fy 
aSifted  at  his  inauguration,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
him,     Al  Kdber^  upon  his  accelTion,  conferred  the  office  of 
H^eb,  that  is,  chamberlain,  or  mafter  of  his  chamber,  up- 
pn  BaEiy  ordered  all  Al  Mtitader's  children  and  domeflics  to 
be  brought  before  him,  and  caufed  them  to  be  tortured,  to 
fctfce  them  to  confitis  what  Turns  of  money  his  prcdeccflbr  had 

'  GtEo.  Abu'l-Fakaj,  obi  fup.  p.  291—293.  lau.  Abul* 
FED.  inchroa.  adan.Hej.  317.  OsAtBA,EBH  Shohhah,  D'Hik* 
BiL.  Bibliotb.  oricDt.  art.  Batan,p.  193.  teait.SaKi,  p.  712,713. 
yide  tciamGOLii  not.  adAlfragaa.  p.  zij,  214, 151,  2;i. 
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di0n})«^  waongA  tlwm.    He  >1&  put  his  motbcr-iM-ira 
Sbm'h^  or  5«y;  to  Ae  rack*  to  oUi«  ber  to  pnduce  •*>•*• 
matfidvr  pf  her  m«ii^  fad  her  j«wen,  ^i&er  Ike  YoA  «k|>rfipd 
>         it  hJA  ban4>  all  hri  rich.  ckatlUi  kcr  Mofl  valiuMc  fivsilBiT, 
and  ol^r  cffeSa,  »m^  ioo,ooo  liwio-i.     Uovewcr,  flic  per- 
fiftcd  in  the  declaraticn  flie  had  mide  upon  oath,  that  flie  had 
nothing  ntmaining  in  her  pQ&JBoo  of  any  real  vnhtc  ^  tbciagh 
tsf  o  penoni  aflcrtuig  the  contrary  ippcaml  as  cvtdencei  >0'>A 
hn.     Thil  fb  inraged  tiw  Khalifa  that  he  commanded  hci^ 
tboitgh  dien  very  infirm,  and  even  Gck  of  the  dropfy,  to  bt 
ftript  Rilndi  and  hung  up  hy  the  heeb,  with  her  hesd  do«*> 
wards,  ki  fuch  a  poflure  that  her  urine  ran  all  over  her  body. 
Nay,  he  it  laid  not  only  to  have  czpofed  ta  public  vicw^bn 
even  to  h^ye  kicked  and  beaten,  thofe  pMts  that  modeAy  ii- 
J9ins  hqr  fex  to  cottccal.    In  the  midfl  of  her  toRufos,  how- 
ever, flie  had  courage  enough  to  tell  him  that  flie  was  hi>Hi»- 
ther,  and  to  reproach  him  with  ingratitude ;  (he  having  oocc 
.  diverted  ibt  Khalif  Ai  MaktadUy  her  fbn,  from   his  reGJa- 
tion,  when  he  had  determined  to  put  him  to  death.     Tkii 
monfter's  own  mother,  according  to  fome  of  the  eafieni  wri- 
ters, was  named  Ftniin.  He  is  faid  to  have  mw&cA^bmnmtdEh 
M  Kaftm  his  Vifiry  foon  after  he  took  the  government  «pM 
him ;  though  feveral  authora  make  Ebtt  Maklah  his  ftrfi  /^. 
Two  perlbns  of  (fiftindion,  caRed  Ebn  Salma  and  EH  M- 
dijOy  were  fent  W  the  KbaHf  of  KatrwdH  this  year  to.  £ui^ 
to  nutliS:  the  M^fitnu,  probably  for  the  depredations  they  con- 
Bibtcd  in  th&  tSmJHan  territories,  there.     About  the  &ae 
lime,  died  4^u  Amru  Mthammtd  Ekn  nfif,  the  learned  £tf 
oi  Baghdad  A^'l  Hafm  Ebn  Satihy  one  of  the  fblbwenef 
die  famous  M  StM*,  and  A^  Noaim  jfbd'aimalec,  a  leaiwd 
and  religioiis  AA^  of  die  Cartie  fe^     Al  KSber  B?lUi  ms 
created  lOai^  at  BagUAti  the  28th  of  S&nod/,  the  prtfitf 
jwar  '^ 
Ml  nil  if    Thi  fclhjfring  year,  being  the  321ft  of  the  HjtVh,  Ijm- 
/fDtral «/ niog  Jan,  ifl',  93},  and  not  the  322d  of  thattcra,  as  wem 
Msftat    advanced  by  M.  D^litrMn,  Al  K^tr^ve  the  charge  of /jfi* 
mew         to  the  famous  Bin  JUtkioh  (if  he  had  not  that  honourable  potf 
eonferred  upon  him  the  preceding  year);  who,  according  tbaa 
eaftem  writer  of  good  repute,  firfl  formed  the  beautiAJ  diar 
rader  now  ufed  by  the  Arabs  from  the  Cufic.  About  this  tinte, 
Ibe  XiwA^Comnuirded  Ahmed  Bbn  Al  MtSlafi  to  be  confiiKd 
in  a  bow  by  himfelf,  where  he  foon  pined  away  with  ^icC 

*>  Gaio.  Aiv'L<FAiiAj,abifup.  p.  393, 194.    EuTTcg.  ^ 

fup.  p.  st6t  ssy-    At  Makin,,  ubi  fnp.  p.  198 100.   Iik, 

Aavirrin,  aaaa^Hej.  }ao.  Khompeuii^  CbfOR.  Sic.  Caatafar. 
tihi  fup. 
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Sht^i,  or  80%  Al  Moitadtr'i  mofter,  died  rfiU  J^af,  aft*  ^ 
KAher  had  thoroughly  pillaged  her,  Itiipt  her  of  all  h«r  pofief- 
ficHis,  And  treated  ner  in-a  moft  barbarous  mmner.     This  afid 
oCher  inftaims  of  his  avarice  and  crsehy  fo  alienat^  the  afl%c- 
tions  of  Baliky  Ali  his  foti,  EbH  Meklab,  Ahmtd  Rbn  ZtfrVa:,  flnd 
Afi^t,  who  wu  at  firft  inclined  to  favour  Ahru^  Abu'l  Aibdt 
Si-It  AlMaktaier'i  preTenfions  to  the  Khuhfat,  from  Ai Kahet^ 
thsc  thfcy  confpired  agamft  htrn,  and  came  to  a  refoTutlon  n>  de- 
pofe  him.     But  T-dbarlf,  or  T^f/n/,  Al  Saccari  having  foutid 
means  to  convey  himlelf  into  the  palace  in  women't  doaths, 
ndtwithftand'mg  the  confplratDn  had  poflefietJ  thtmfelVtS  bt  afl 
the  avenues  to  it,  aii(!dircovercd  rhewholt  affair  td  the  Ai'Aiifi/; 
that  prtnct,  thus  opportunely  informed  of  the  d'efign,  by  th*    • 
affiftance  of  the  dependents  of  yufif  Bbn  SuU  S/ij,  got  Balik, 
his  (on  AH,   MirifSt  and  Ahnted  tbn  Zairae,  into  his  hands, 
and    ordered  all  their  heads  to  be  cut  off.     As  for  Ebn  M»- 
it»h,  he  made  his^fcape  talf^Afit,  where  he  kept  hlmfelf  con- 
cealed riH,  by  the  affiRance  of  SimS,  the  chi*f  of  the  Turkijh 
mititia,  or  rather  the  leader  of  thef  attif^ns  of  TufefEbit  Abu'l 
&ify  he  Wught  abont  a  new  revolution  ac  the  Moflim  court. 
Hb  w«»  fiicceeded  by  Ahu  Jaafar  Mohafb^ld  Ehn  Al  Kafem 
bt  the  fi*ii(he  poft  of  Vipry  or  IVatlK     The  fatae  yeir,  To' 
Mh  Jit  Hkrari,  the  governor  of  fp-;'/,  whoni  we  have  already 
fit  ofert  mentioned,  died  at  Mrfrt  or  Al  PaflAt,  aftd  wras  fuc- 
CWded  by  Ahu  Btct  Mabamm*^  Bbn  Ta'j,  or  Titt^-,  Airnamed 
M  Akb^i^  at  he  vraa  ftwn  aftftr'by  Ahmid  Ehn  Kelgatag.   Ebn 
Sakma  and  Ebn  Aldi^a  refumed  this  ynr  to  Africa,  but  met 
with  a  wfy  Indifferent  recftptron  froftv  the  tbmf  of  Xdit'wia ; 
that  prince  being  highly  dHfileafcd  With  theii*  conduct.    About 
this  time,  according  m  Aialjida,  commefieed  the  dynafty  of 
Ac  SittjMsy  which  Was  fatmded  by  one  SS'^ya-,  a  Deylamittt- 
of  royal  cktrafHon,  fiirnaMtd  Afm  S/iaja.     Aiu  Beer  Mi' 
,    bmnuuj  Eht  iH  Hcfriit,  comittonly  known  by  thfi  name  or 
Atmame  of  Ebn  XJ^/M;  a  CcleWaied  poet  and  philologer, 
who  wrote  a  great  number  of  leamerf  books,  but  was  too 
much  ^ven  to  Wine  and  mufic,dlcd  in  the  itionth  ol  SbaabM, 
hftlng  at  the  time  of  his  death  about  ninety-eight  years  of 
•age ;  a9  dW  Kfccwift,  on  the  fame  day,  Abu  Wjktm  Ebn  Ali, 
a  jiHtaztilkt  fopbiS,  01' nietaphyflcian,  born  in  the  year  of 
tht  hg'ra  247.     Both  of  thefc  learned  men  were  interred  in 
the  commen  burying-  place  at  Baghdad.    Mohanmcd  Ebn  Yu- 
fif At  Earbiti,  fo  denominated  irom  Farbgr^  a  town  in  the 
^niierf  <^ Bii^ra-,  planed  by  fome  of  the  eaflern  writers  at 
a  fmall  diftancc  ftotn  the  Oxut,  where  ha  was  born  ii^  thf 
year  of  the  Htjra  231,  (who  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
famous  AlBokbi'iri)  and  Aha  faafer  Ahmid,  Ebn  Mobfmttmt 
Al  Azdiy  the  principal  of  the  kit  of  Abu  HanSfy  in  Egypt^ 
M  m  3  twu 
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two  men  of  grcaC  piety  and  erudition,  alio  deputed  tb 
life,  the  prefent  year.  We  muft  not  foi^et  to  obfcrrc,  ibit 
the  Khali/yil  Kiher  commamled  the.  heads  of  the  ccofpn- 
tors  to  be  cxpofed  to  public  view  in  all  the  prindp^  SattB  oi 
Baghdad ".  ' 

Al  Kaher  The  next  year,  being  the  322d  of  the  Fitjra,  conuneac- 
Wdiftfid,  jng  Dcctmbtr  22d,  933,  Ebn  Moilah  excited  the  S^mu  and 
Hajarians  toarcvoh  againfl  AlKaber^  by  inlinuatingtotbc: 
leaders,  that  he  had  broken  his  word  wi^h  regard  to  £«ii(, 
his  fon  Jliy  Ahmed  Ebn  Zairac,  and  MuneSy  whom  ht  kiJ 
put  to  death,  after  he  had  proroifed  them  their  lives,  andakcE 
them  under  his  prote^ion;  that  he  had  ferved  maoy  oda 
perfons  of  tranfcendent  merit  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  ihit, 
in  fhott,  they  ihemfelves  had  great  reafon  to  be  afraid  i 
his  perfidioiis  conduct.  Secret  conferences  were  likewx 
held  between  him  and  Sima,  general  of  the  Siijiem  at 
Hojar'tam,  who  had  all  the  Turiijb  militia  at  bis  dcvocioi); 
whom  he  fomctlmes  vilited  in  women's  cloaths,  foatettna 
in  the  habit  of  a  common  be^ar,  and  at  others  in  dUif 
a  blind  mendjcantj  wherein  the  plan  isf operations  reltfiKU 
the  depofition  of  the  KhaUf  was  gradually  fettled  aoJ  1^ 
julled.  Not  content  with  this,' he  alio  made  a  prdcK  10 
Simp's  allrologer  of  200  din^i,  and  another  to  bis  inteijnsr 
of  dreams,  engaging  them  thereby  to  aflifl  him  in  the  eKcn- 
tion  of  this  plan,  and  by  their  predi^ons  and  interpntauiii 
to  infpire  the  general  himfelf  with  fuch  fentimenci  u  mi^ 
impel  him  to  a£t  with  vigour  in  the  affair.  Xhe  fonns  i^ 
thefe,  therefore,  alTured  Siitia^  that  bis  horofcopeiDdicacdi 
violent  death  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Kbalifi  and  the  In- 
ter, that  his  dreams  pointed  out  to  him  the  fame  thing.  IV 
fo  alarmed  and  terrined  Sima,  that,  in  his  defence,  be  reU*d 
to  drive  JlK&hir  from  the  throne  as  foon  as  pcrfEbl<;Oi 
which  the  Fifir  being  informed,  he  fent  SalAm,  or  S^lSmt,  it 
Kbalif'i  chamberlain,  and^,  hisphylician,  toap[H-iz«bia<' 
the  danger  he  was  in.  But  ^/JCiaur  having  fpcnt  tbcgrett^ 
part  of  the  night  in  caroufmg,  and  being  then  allecp,  ■¥■> 
their  arrival  at  the  palace,  they  were  not  pumitted  to  letliiB 
Soon  after  this,  the  Sdjiani  and  Hajariam  forced  their  nf 
into  the  palace,  pofleQcd  ihemfelves  of  evaj  apartment  t]wt> 
and  by  the  noile  they  made  on  this  occafion  awaked  bini 
when,  being  Aruck  with  terror,  he  bid  bimfclf  under  dienofi 

,  "  Gkeo.  AbuVFakaj,  ubt  fup.  p.  19^ — 298.   D'Heuii- 

Biblioth.  orient,  p.  233,  589,  &e.  Ebn  Khalecan,  Al  Mai'i'. 
ubifup.  p.  199.  Abulped.  in  cbroo.  adano.  Hej.  311-  £» 
Shohhau,  Chronic.  Sic  Canubrig.  &  Joan,  Baptist.  Ctui' 
nbi  fop. 
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«>r  conrine,  of  a  bagnio,  where  he  for  a  (hott  time  lay  coa- 
^=ealed.     But  the  rebels  Toon  difcovcrcd  him,  took  him  frooi 
whence,  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  hit  eyes  with  a  red-hot  iron* 
Khrew  him  into  prifon,  and  plundered  the  city  of  BagbJ^.    A 
Imie  before  his  depofitton,  he  put  to  de»th  Iji^ii  Al  Nui/aihti, 
-who  had  been  fo  inftruMental  in  his  etevation  to  ihtKbtflifat. 
^l  Kaher  was  depofcd  on  Wedntjdayt  the  fixch  of  the  former 
Joimda^  after  he  had  reigned  about  one  year  and  fcven  months, 
and  was  fucceededby^ffffUf^/f^uV^^^^i  Ebn  Al MtktadtTyim- 
xuaited  AlJUdi,  or  AI  HAdi  Bi'ISah;  he  himfelf,  according  to 
^I  jt/ai/)),having  been  the  fiiH  who falutedbim  Khalif.  How- 
ever, if  we  will  believe  Abulfidoy  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
«ipon,  by  any  means  whatfuever,  to  abdicate,  before  proper 
witnefles,  the  Kbaii/at.    AlKahtr  remained  in  ablate  of  con* 
finement  till  the  latter  Rabi,  in  the  year  of  the  Htjra  333, 
^vhcn  the  KbuHf  Al  Mottaki  releafed  him,  and  fent  him  home. 
After  he  had  recovered  his  liberty,  he  was  reduced  to  fuch  ex* 
trcnie  poverty,  that  he  found  himfetf  oblieed  to  beg  on  Fridays 
9t  the  door  of  the  great  mofijuc  in  Baghdad.    The  Ton  of  Abu 
^ufa  A(  HAfiitmt  once  gave  him  a  thoufand  Mrhems  there. 
Another  perfon,  according  to  Al  Makin,  at  a  certain  time  faw 
him  in  rags  addreffing  himfekf  to  the  people,  that  l-e  for  ted  to 
tbe  mo(<)ue  of  Al  Manfir,  in  the  following  terms :  "  Remem- 
**  ber  him  who  was  formerly  your  Khalif,  and  is  how  reduced 
**  to  the  aecel&ty  of  afking  you  for  almi."    He  died  citbct  in 
the  338th,  or  the  339th,  year  of  the  Hipa  \  being  then,  «- 
cording  to  fome,  fifty-two,  or,  as  others  will  have  it,  fifty-five, 
jcarsofage;  and  was  buried  in  thehoufc  of££»7^«r.  He 
was  ra{b,  cruel,  avaricious,  end  a  perfon  of  a  very  iniquitous 
condu^     His  Wa^trs^  or  Vifiriy  were  Bbn  M*klab,  Mehem- 
nua  EbH  Al  Kafm  Ebn  Abd'allab,  Ahttud  Ebn  Aitfallah  Al 
Hafatut  and  ifa  j  and  his  chamberlains  Ba  ik,  Ali  Ebn  Ba- 
lii,  an4  Salanta  Al  Tttiini,     The  firft  d^y  of  his  reign  was 
Tlfttr/day,  and  the  lift  IFedru/day ;  but  the  infcription  of  hit 
leal  has  not  been  handeddown  to  us.    We  mufl  beg  leave  to 
remark  here,  that  Sa'id  Bin  Batrik,  a  native  of  ^/  Fajiait 
was  conllituted  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  and  received  the  name 
oiAnba  Eutycbius,  the  8th  of  Safar,  the  preceding  year,  be- 
ing the  321ft  of  the  fl>/>fl,  and  the  firft  of  .///ifwi'ir's  reign. 
He  was  at  firft  a  phyfician,  of  the  MtUhiu  perfualion,  and^ 
at  the  time  of  hit  promotion,  about  fixty  years  of  age  », 

■  Gkec.  Aiu'l.Faraj,  ubi  Tup.  p.  198,  t^q.  Al  Makik^ 
«bi  dip.  p'.  199,  aoo.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ad  aon.  Hej.  }i>.  Ebn 
Khohhah,  Khohdsmia,  EtJTrcH.  ubi  fup.  p.  s^^i  S*7<  53"> 
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Some  far.  Mi?K*iOND  writes,  tHatthc  Khaltf  jfl  KShtT  owed  hJs  aA- 
ibtr  par-  vanccmcnt  to  Miints,  the  eunuch,  who  had  bcca  bis  mfi* 
liculari  andgovernort  but  thaj  he  foon  forgot  his  obligations t6th>l 
Ttlating  genera],  and  ordered  him,  together  with  manj'  other  (crvanti 
/B  Al  Ka-  of  the  Khallf  Ai  Maktadtr^  to  be  put  to  death.  TTie  &iM 
her,  author  likewile  obferves,  that  M&nti  was  a  per&n  of  an  «tn> 

wdinary  fize ;  and  that  his  head  was  lb  largr,  that  bis  brant, 
being  taken  out  of  it,  after  it  had  been  cut  <d^  w«igitw4  in 
founds oi  Baghdad;  upon  which,  a  Pw-jffaM  poet  tlioiight  6l to 
remark,  that  the  larger  any  head  was,  the  greater  number  of  !■- 
firmities  it  was  fubje&  to.  After  this  execution,  coRtinues  ite 
hiflorlan,  the  dependents  and  domeflics  of  l^/^£'/j«y/A«7J^ 
fxcited  a  tumult  in  Baghdad,  during  which,  tlicr  t^jkcd  of 
placing  .^iu  Jh/iud  £in  Jl  MaSfafi  upon  the  Mtflem  thraae. 
Al  KaheTy  having  been  apprized  of  this,  commajidcd  -Ma 
Ahnudto  be  brought  before  hini ;  and,  after  having  fen^  faia 
into  the  Haram,  the  moft  retired  part  of  the  palace  where  At 
women  lived,  ordered  him  to  be  nailed  with  four  naik  to  tiK 
wall  of  one  of  the  chambers  there ;  tho',  according  to  (otne  ef 
the  Arab  writers,  this  poor  prince  was  only  immured  In  tte 
place,  where  he  foon  after  ended  his  days.     Whilft^jsJt- 
mtd  was  in  this  wretched  fituation,  AiKuber  feat  for  one  ^ 
TahyOy  a  man  of  the  gown,  who  was  veir  rich,  and  toM  fain 
he  wanted  300,000  dinars.     Abu  Tahya  declared  to  the  Xi»- 
lifi  that  he  was  not  able  to  fupply  him  with  (b  large  a  fan. 
Upon  which,  that  prince  faid  to  him,  "  Abu  Abmedy  idw  it 
«  within  here,  aflured  me  that  you  could,  and  he  would  ad- 
<*  vife  you  to  do  it."     Abu  Tahja  then  ftepped  into  theroon 
where  Abu  Abmid  was  confined,  and,  to  his  tnliDite  fiirprize, 
faw  him  there  nailed  to  the  wall.     This  fight  (Iruck  him  with 
fuch  terror,  that  be  immediately  fumiflied  ^  JCs^  with  tte 
.    money  demanded  of  him,  and  by  that  means  maiDtaiaed 
htmfdfin  the  poQ^ffion  of  all  bis  dignities  and  employ 
,     mentsP. 
Ifa-Ebn         Amongst  the  learned  men  that  flouriflied  in  Al  Kaba't 
Yufef        retgn,  we  may  rank  Ifa^  already  mentlonod  here,  and  Samm 
Ebn  Al    -Ehn  Th&btt  Bbtt  Kerrah^  likewile  taken  notice  of  above,  bodi 
Attar  aW  of  them  phyficians  to  that  prince.     Ifa  was  the  foa  of  one 
Senan        ^ufift  who  went  under  the  name  of  Eon  Al  Attar,  and  was  a 
EbnTba-  g^at  favouriteof  the  SAw/f/'hchad  the  honour  to  ferve.  Sudi 
bet  Ebn     confidence  did  Al  K&htr  repofe  in  Ifa,  (hat  he  frequently  fcnt 
^""^       by  him  his  commands  to  the  A'yfr,  and  imparted  many  fecreO 
^ff'  ,      to  him.     As  fot  Sttim  Eba  Habit,  he  likewise  had  good  in- 
~^  V',    tereft  with  his  maftcr ;  but  was  not  lb  much  efleemed  by  him 
frm^jpai    ^  ^^  j^^  ^^^  Yuftf  Ebn  Al  Atttr.    However,  the  £6«ff/, 

r  KkKKHOKD.  Vide  etiaa  Ai  Makiv,  ulu  A^.  p.  198, 199. 
b«ii^ 


r. «;  TV  fiijhry  «f  tht  Arabs.  "Ssf 

'Cing  nowsitd then  not  9  little  plnfeiiwithhisfXinvcTfrtioo^ 

re^ed  him  to  embrace  i^atntnt^Jtn  \  wbich*  for  Ibme  tintf  j 

ic  {Hfly  refufed,  but,  as  he  was  extrcB)^  afraid  of  jHM^ 

•er'»  ferocity,  he  at  lift  agreed  to  do  it,  uid  accor(lin;|lT  pro* 

cfied  himfelf  a  Mojkm.     After  which,  he  coittinijed,  i:ijliiz 

I  certain  term,  in  the  Khalifi  fervice  \  Init  being  often  teir^ 

ied  by  Jl  Kobir'i  commands,  he  found  himlclf  obliged  to  fljr 

nto  Khorafattj  from  whince  tit  afterwards  returned  to  Bagb~ 

iad,  where  he  died  in  the  331ft  year  of  the  Htjra.  The  fol- 

owtfienitn7Aiiryliasb«aaU)ld.of  dw&MEft^  jHi^t-Far^, 

Th9  XMl/'fUici  comaunded  him  to  eicanuna'the  phyficians 

»f  MfgMidi  in  cvder  to  difoovtr  tbir  abilities,  and  &«  whs* 

htg  ot  ua  they  inpafed  upon  hit  fwbje^    Soon  afar  he  bad 

«ceivcd  tbii  order,  a  porfofi  ef  gravity  and  a  w>y  cood  al^ad, 

»Ratdu^  well  dre&d,  came  to  him  no  be  MTM^inod  j  npaq 

vfaich*  SfitM,  baring  firft  paid  his  NrpeAi  to  hiip  in  a  pmfMr 

manner,  defiicd  him  to  give  a  specimen  of  his  Sk^  In  phyfic, 

\bA  to  niune  the  do&r  whu  had  Inflrufiad  bin  in  tine  aiC, 

Upon  thia^  tbq  other  tqak  *  paper  out  of  hia  llecve,  that  con" 

taiiwd  IB  it  I  ceiCain  aumbef  of  iuun,  laid  it  down  befcra 

Stnew*  ui4  fraakly  told  him  tjut  he  knew  nothmg  at  all  of  the 

f^atteri  th«t  he  ceuU  aeither  write  par  read  j  but  thi^,  a«  h«- 

fupported  himTctf  and  hia  fiunily  by  his  pra£tiee,  he  bcraed  he 

'VfQuld  notniinbitn,  byeeUingthetruihtotheA^itf^  lo  ibi* 

StmSm^  who  could  not  forbeaf  Imping  at  what  he  heaid,  t*-, 

plied,  !)>*'  ^*  would  not  cxpde  him,  pzmided  he  wonld  pro- 

mife  aev^  to  attend  a  patint  who&  diftempei  he  did  net  vn- 

dffrfland,  ami  thu  he  would  nciAer  piefiizibc  pblebMomy  bod 

cathanica  in  any  cafts  but  fcxih  as  we^e  peifedly  well  Icnown 

to  him.    mua  the  doAoc  readily  agMod  to,fhy)f^atthc&me 

&ne,  that  be  never  ventured  heysnd  onymcl  and  a  julep, 

whan  he  picfciibed  to  hia  p^tic^tat   and  immediately  left 

him.    The  next  day^  a  young  phyfidan  of  an  agrqeable 

mien,  in  a  neat  and  decent  drc6,  waited  upon  Smajt,  who 

alked  him  to  whom  he  was,  obliged  for  hit  knowkge  in  the  - 

artheprofcfiad.  The  other  anfwered,  "To  my  father."  <' Who^ 

*^  is  your  £ithei  i"  faid&juie.  ^Thc  do^i',"repli<d  iJieyotui|c 

man,  ^ who  was  with  you  yf  flccday."  "  A  noUe  doflor,  truly^ 

replied  Sain.    ^^  D»  you,"  co^inucd  hr,  *^  pc«fcribe  in  thft 

'*  &ine  maoRCf  }**'  ^  Ahfays,"  reti»ned  like  young  phyGFim. 

"  Take  care  then„''  Cud  StnAit,  <<that  jou  go  on.ea  you 

"  have  done,  improve  in  your  profeffion  as  your  &ther  does, 

"  tbathemayhaveafoaas-Kke  hini(i«4herthan^0£a^MW, , 

u  Dr.  Ptaxk  has  e-anf^ed  the  ongina)  Jra^e  here)  a»  poT- 

"  fibte.''    All  S(iM-i  works  are  held  in  ^eat  cfieem.    its. 

was  m  excellent  aflronomcr,  and  one  who  had  rendered  hnp- 

[clf  famous  throughout  the  eaft.    Nor  it  this  to  be  wonderetf 
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ati  fii>ce  the  Saiiansj  whale  religion  both  be  and  bis  anceficn 
profcHed,  cultivated  the  ftudy  5  afiroaom;  Above  aaj  otte 
fed  or  nation,  during  the  period  we  ire  now  upoo-  As  tbt 
KbaUf  Al  Kghir  obliged  Senan  to  embfRce  Mtbaaiiudijm^  be 
has  been  furnanied  Al  Kabcri^  or  the  KaberiqSf  b;  tome  ti 
the  (iilcotal  writers  1. 

SECT.    XLII. 

AlRa^H  A  FTBSthedepofitionof^JEji&Kr,  ha  nephew  MK*lJUif 
fTMlaim-    -f^  AhmtdEbn  AlMthada;  fumuned  AlRAdi,  or  AIRH 
<^Kbalif.  £i'/£i)j6,  wastakenoutoftheprifon  whcrehehad  beencoafincd 
by  that  prince,  and  placed  upon  the  Mt/ltm  tiuone.  XhEs  hip- 
pened  on  the  lixth  of  the  former  Jornada^  the  voy  day  hn 
unde  was  depoled.    The  new  Khalifa  mother  was  dciKw- 
nttcd  TaMni,  accordine  to  Al  Maitn.    Upon  his  aoorCon, 
AU  Ehn  I  fa  pedtionod  Tai  die  poft  of  l^tfr ;  but  the  new  Khmilf 
told  bim,  tluit  Ehn  Mtktab  was  better  qualified  ta  take  i^na 
himfelf  the  government  of  the  empire,  in  die  prefent  oinczl 
lituation  of  afiairs ;  and  therefore  he  conferred  upon  hun  thK 
arduous  charge.'  About  this  dme,  MeriavAj  Ebm  Ramd*,  Ac 
kingtorprince,  of  Z)^^n,  overthrew,  in  fevend  engagcmcMj, 
Mttbcan  Ebn  Mali,  took  Amid,  or  Amedt  in  Mff^Hamu,  and 
pofielTcd  himfelf  of  the  province  of  Tein-i^ ;  Malahar  ^s, 
the  Khoitfi  lieutenant  of  Kbarejm,  not  being  Mc  to  soke 
head  againft  him  there.     It  appears  from  fomc  of  the  eafieni 
writers,  that  Al  Kehtr^  a  little  before  he  wai  deptdcd,  ^aMtd 
to  MardavA)  Ehn  Ramkx.  the  invcfUture  of  Atfjr,  MariA^ 
Zanjan,   and  Ahhar,   upon  condition  that  he  reftoreJ  the 
city  of  Esfahdfi,  from  whence  bis  brother  ffiefmaiin  had  dii- 
ven  the  famous  Alt  Abu'l  Hcfait  Arnado'ddmula  Ehn  Biijt  ■ 
litde  before.     With  this  propofal  Mardawij  imntedimir 
doled,  and  recalled  his  brother  from  Eifaban  j  but  fbon  aAcr 
reed  vine  advice,  that  v/^^o^^  wasdepofed,  and  hisnqihr* 
Al  JZM  advanced  to  the  KbaH/at,  he  fent  M^afmaitH  witii  iS 
poflible  expedidon  to  fdzc  again  upon  that  city,  and  ufexn 
to  himfelf,  without  delay,  the  powffion  of  Ray ^  Alnoi*,  uA 
Fan.    He  alfo  condudcd  a  trea^  of  peace  widt  Amtiit- 
dawla  Ehn  BSija;  the  principal  amdc  of  which  was,  dot 
each  party  flioiild  keep  pofleffion  of  what  he  had  made  hm- 
ftJf  inaAer  of.    It  aj^ears  from  Abulftda^  thar  Jtanita  Or- 

^  Gkeo.  Aau'L-FAaAj,  obi  fup.  p.  299 — 301.  Bdm-Ci- 
•TBL.  lex.  heptaglot.  in  voc.  STVi  p-  Ji57-  Lond.  1669.  Nol 
MS.  ad  Greg.  Aba't-Piraj,  ubi  fup.  apad  Joankeu  Swintokuh, 
A.M.  Oxonicnf,   D'Hekviu  BtbUoth.  orieni.  an.  £na«  fcrfiu- 

iiii,  p.  804.   ■ 

aui. 
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auiSy  the  imperial  general,  invaded  the  Msfiem  temtories,  and 
tootc  the  city  of  Makiia,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  liege,  the 
firft  day  of  the  latter  JomSda,  the  pre  lent  year.  After  the 
Airrender  of  the  place,  he  fciit  a  detachment  of  his  troops  to 
condufi  the  MaJUm  garifon,  that  had  made  a  brave  defence, 
to  one  of  the  Kbatifi  fortrelTes,  and  raduced  a  large  extent 
of.  territory  to  the  obedience  of  the  emperor.  Aha  Mabam- 
nud  Obtid^aUah  Al  Mobdiy  the  hill  of  the  F^emilt  KhaUft 
of  Kairwm,  died  the  I4ch  of  the  former  Rati,  after  he  had 
reigned  twenty-fbui  years,  three  months,  &n4  fix  days,  the 
prcientyeari  Wing  at  the  time  of  his  death  (C)  about  fifty- 
three,  or,  according  to  Abulfida,  fixty-thrce,  years  of  age. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Ion  Abu'i  Kajtm  Mubammtd,  fur- 
named  Al  Kaytttty  who  was  created  Khaliftt  At  Mohdioy  titt 
day  bis  father  expired ;  though  the  Me^mi  of  Siciiy,  for  near 
Cut  months,  heard  nothing  of  this  remarlcable  event.  Nay,  if 
v/c  vhll  believe  Abulfedoy  the  new  Kbalif^  for  reafons  of  flate> 
concealed  bis  father's  death  a  whole  year.  About  the  fame 
time,  Abu  All  Mubamnui  Al  Rudbiri  and  Al  Hsfiin  EbnjO- 
dtaUiub  Ai  Na/pij  (or  the  weaver),  two  of  the  principal  Sifat 
as  well  as  Jbu  Neaim  Al  Jorjani  Al  A/larabidi  and  Mabam- 
MtdEbn  All  £bn  Jaafar  Al  Katt^i,  a  celebrated  fcht^  of 
MJonaid^  two  very  learned  men,  departed  this  life.  Wear* 
tola  by  Abuiftda  and  the  Cambridge  Chronhim,  that  Abu'l  Ka- 
Jtm  feat  a  body  of  his  troopa  into  lialyt  that  reduced  the  city 
of  Gtiua,  and  made  a  ddtent  upon  the  illand  of  Sardiniay  the 
foUowinK  year '. 

'  Ai.Makih,  nbifup.  p.  toi,  aoz.  Greq.  Abu'l-Faia},  ubi 
fop.  p.  301.  EiTTYCH.  ubt  fup.  p.  528,  J29.  AeuL^iD.  ubi  fup. 
D*Hbkbil.  Biblioih.  orient,  p.  555.  Chrou.  Sic.  Caot.  p.  10. 
Joan.  Baft.  Ca«ui.  Saracecic.  rcr.  epit.  p.  99.  Panormi,  i/20. 

(C)   Erftnim,   in  his  Latin  affirms  the  fouoder  of  the  dy- 

▼eriion  61  Jl  Mekrn,  makes  Jl  Ki&y  of  the  Faitmim  to  have 

JI2i£/(  tohavebe«n;3  years  old  been  barn  in'  the  year  of  the 

U  the  time  of    his  deceafe  ;  H^ra  269,  and  conlequently  to 

whereas,  according  to  thcori-  havebeenabouififty-Ehrceyears 

gioal  ArtAU,  both  in  the  Oxf^d  old  at  the  time  of  his  dedrb. 

maadcript,  and  that  which  he  Notwithftanding  which.  Abut- 

traidlaud,  thii  prince  was  only  fida  (4)  ackd  Ebtt  Shabnab  (;] 

thirty  years  of  age  when   he  makethe  jaadyearof  the  A^/. 

died.      Howerer,    it    muft  be  r«,  in  whkh  he  died,  to  hare 

owned,  thu  Al  Makia  (3),  or  been  coincident  with  the  63d 

rather  tbe  hillorian  he  follows,  year. of  hii  age. 

(4)  JVr.  4h»lfii. «/.  «r*  H7. 


,;Gt.>i:)'^lf 
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Bkvori  wc  condnde  our  Mcoant  of  At  tnnOAon  of  Ac 
jre&r  of  the  H^ra  322,  it  ihhA  be  obfaved,  thu  the  f—iw^i. 
or  rather  infuiwusi  Mabaimui  Bbn  M  Al  Shahtagimy  fb  de- 
noHunaRd  from  Sh4lMegM,  a  biwn  ie  tbc  territory  ef  Wl> 
yW,  the  place  of  hii  natiTitf,  vn  cnidfied,  tofeiitci  wiA 
IbrMm  Bin  Jiu  Am»  om  of  hie  dird|de9,  lor  U>e  bapni 
opiniaiu  he  maintaiiied.  -Thii  impoAOT  bdd,  Atf  as  mndi 
(^  the  Deity  rcfklKl  in  creaCed  beings,  and  pxrticularij  mo. 


I  agtsi  1 

excellent  of  mortals,  nay  tbat  he  was  either  Qod  btmfeK;  v 
«t  leaft  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nanire,  and  extreaaefy  Ae 
bin.  ^/  Sbalmag4Mi,  with  many  of  his  foUowera,  fceptht■^ 
Icif  for  fome  tiine  concei^d ;  but  at  taft,  is  lA>c  moatfa  <f 
$hauf3i,  this  year,  he  came  out  of  his  liutine-|Jaoev  wei  a- 
favoured  to  poifon  the  Blinds  of  the  KhattTt-  fuh^Sts  wiA 
his  impious  tenets.  Being  brw^ht  before  f  fo  i1ftf^i>iV.  upsa 
whom  AlRSdi,  at  Sm^tt  perftiaiba,  had  conferred  the  jA 
of  U^atir,  be  denied  the  eiroiteous  opiniom  I^  to  liit  cftaf^ 
tbou^  he  owned,  that  his  ft^owera  afl^tedGoD  toknc 
taken  up  hii  refidence  in  him.  Ehn  M§kiah,  not  fttisfied  irM 
what  he  ^cged  in  his  defence,  fent  him,  far  farther  cyaim- 
nation,  'to  ue  KhaHf;  lirabim  Ebm  Abu  jfwn  and  Milmm- 
jntd  Ebn  jfiJui,  two  of  his  difci[de$,  at  the  feme  tiine  Ultai- 
ins  htm.  Upon  the  appcarancAof  diefii  impoftars  Mok  Ac 
Khalif,  he  commanded  Ebn  Abu  Awn  and  Ehn  Mib  te  beit 
jfl  Sbahnagim  with  their  fifts,  though  they  had  not  fcf^U 
to  attribute  divinity  to  him  j  vAiVsh  the  latter  of  tbem,  with 
no  fmall  rchifiance,  did,  though  the  other,  inffead  vi  Am^ 
it,  Ufied  his  head  and  bis  beard,  crying  out,  **  My  S19- 
*'  poner,  my  Lord,  andmyGodI"  Ai  ^ImttgAii  wasd^ 
zflud,  whether  he  had  not  a  little  hefore  denied,  that  he  em 
arrogated  to  himrdf  divinehonours  f  to~ which  he  anfweiedia 
the  affirmativc,and  fecmed  to  blame  Ebn  Abu  Atun  for  hiso- 
tiavagant  condud.  However,  being  at  hit,  on  a  certaiadif, 
exammed  by  all  the  great  dofion  ofthe  lav,  he  was  by  thn 
judged  worthy  of  death  j  and,  in  conlequenceof  tbc  feuttatc 
Chen  pafled  upon  him,  be  was,  vntkEbitAbuAuMi  excotfed,  ia 
the  month  of  Dbu'iiaada,  at  BagUid.  After  the  tmamea, 
the  bodies  of  both  of  than  were  reducod  to  aflies,  in  oHcrta 
uilfirc  the  populace  with  the  gteatcr  ^horrenc*  of  ihctr  im- 
piety. For  a  more  partieular  account  erf'  all  the  bMphemovs 
tenets  propagated  l^  Al  Sbahnagim  and  his  followers,  u  weS 
aa  the  Sii/iit  who  weie  at  leaft  very  dcaily  related  to  ibem,  we 

mil 
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nuft  bcgkavetorefer  our  ciirioiuiudsn't6  the  Mitbon  cited 
■ere  '. 

In  the  ytat  of  th«  Htjra  323,  bninaiag i>rMn&(r  tlib,Tit prin- 
>34,  Mardaui^  Ein  Ram^  or  £in  Ztajj^,  the  lung  oiDtf-  tifal 

am^  wbohadniadehimlclfauflcrof  ^7*^ '°^°'^^^'*^''^ 
acent  itrovinccs,  was  ailkffinated  by  fbmc  of  the  Turit  in  faw'^.r^'- 
"ervico,  an4  fucceedeJ  by  hii  brother  ff^a/maiUt  WafiaMim^ot  3'3» 
Wajbmailr.    Sut  of  this  we  ihatl  give  our  readers  a  more  par- 
ticular and  orcumftantial  account  hereafter.     The&BMyeart 
.^iiu.  'Tbeh4T^  the  Karmetian  geoeial,  and  prince  of  Hajft  pluo* 
deredacaravaa,aadputagrtXiHimbcrofpilgrtinttothefiron}. 
^u  Jldeba^iaud  Na/ir»'ddawia  Eb»  Aittaltab  Eb*  Haati^ 
likewile  deiivered  up  to  bii  brother  Aii  jfWl  Ha^it  Saifr'i- 
da:%uia Mt^irkin^  or  Majy^firai'm^ and  H'tyjar B$tr^  the  pte- 
fenryear.   fAio'aX.'CsiKiimaVkiaty Anadt' ddmela AU EhKh&^ 
pofle0()d  himfeif  of  Eifabta^  and  prcpofcd  aftcnvards  to  re- 
duce to  his  obcdicBce  Hamadiiit  Ksmm,  KaPin^  Karajf  M 
M^fy  Kaxudttt  Ktnitwar,  and  all  the  territories  of  fvafmm- 
iiit.     In  the  month  of  cither  the  ibrmer  or  latter  Jaat^da,  l^ 
troopK  mutinied  at  BeghdM,  broke  (^ea  tb«  boufe  of  £to 
J^ik&,  ^i  ^ddb's  IVaxlr,  Md  obligsd  hjjn  aad  his  foa  to  if 
over  the  ?Vjfrt>  int»  the  wellcrn  towtii  dionghi  the  comai»- 
don,  jaifcd  by  theai  on  this  sccafioBt  waa  afterwards  a^- 
peaJsd.  '  TYk  fame  year,  died  Ibrahim  Ebn  Mohamiud  Ebm    ■ 
Arafithy  commonly  allied  Nefibuyahn  dsJccnded  from  the  fa- 
mous jt  Mehaliib  Ebn  Jhu  Safra,  who  had  fbrnierly  betn  tha 
JCinJi/'s  governor  of  Kbtra/dm.    He  bore  the  chan&tr  of  a 
moft  celebrated  grainnuiriai),  and  was  born  in  the  year  of  ttw 
Hejra  244. '  Jbu  Bier  Mthammed  Ebn  Ta%  or  Aiehainaud. 
Ebn  Tagajy  furnamed  Ai  Aibjhtdf   fuhjugated  aUo  Egyft^ 
which  be  entered  in  the  month  of  Ramada/ty  and  annexed 
it  to  dtc  opulent  province  of  Syria,  which  be  had  befbce 
wiefted  out  of  the  KliaHfs  haiids.     Several  violent  fltocin 
of  an  canhquake  were  felt  in  Effpt,  the  third  of  Dhu'liaada, 
fixui  a&er  Atba  Tbf«iqfyi,  or  Uttpliin,  who  had  been  with 
Jl^nts,  the  eunuch,  at  Bagbdddy  ywaa  conttiwted  patrtoiehi 
of  Antieck  in  Syria.    About  the  fame  time,  many  c^  ihofe. 
lacteon  called  yi»!//B^^izrf,  of  a  very  remarkable  lundr  Uker 
mfe  appeared  in  Egypt.     This  year,  the  followers  of  the  fa- 
iious  Jbintd  Ebn  Hanbul,  who  vmre  now  become  very  nume- 
rous, nilcd  agreatcommofion  in  Baghdad,  entering  people'^ 
houles,  fpilling  their  wine,  if  they  found  any,  beating  die 
fingiiig-women  they  met  with,  and  bredcing  their  inftmmenta 

'  Itw.  AiDLFiD.  nbi  fup.  ALSnAHKisTAH.  apudPocock.  in, 
»«.idfpec.  hift.  Arab.  p.  z6;.D'HEaBEL.  ubifup.inart.  Htiitm 
buxiikb.    See  allb  SIls'i  p rclisi.  difc.  p.  176, 177. 
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to  pieces ;  inromuch  that  a  fevere  tAtSt  vas  publUhed  ag^inft 

them,  before  Act  could  be  reduced  to  their  doty.     We  mv^ 

not  forget  to  obferve,  that  RtrtdAJh^  ^eMoJUm  governor  of 

TabtrnAn^  or Tasrmiita,  died  there  the  preceding  year;  nor 

diat  the  Cantbridge  Chrpnkm  mentions  a  dreadful  tcmpcft  aod 

inundation,  as  happening  at  Palermt  in  Skily,  and  deftnurii^ 

many  men  and  houfes  there,  in  that  we  are  no^v  upon  *. 

Al  Bidl        The  following  year,  being  the  32+th  of  the  Hejroy  cofn- 

tnatita    mencing  itf^w,  30th,  935,  the  Kballf  yf I  RaSy   finding  him- 

mnifitr     felf  pr^ed  on  all  fides  by  (he  ufurperi  who  had  difmeinfaeterf 

JiiftHtr  t»  the  Mejkm  empire,  and  reduced  to  great  ftraits  by  the  inca- 

to  Vifir.   pacity  of  his  ^jfr,  created  Ahu  Btcr  Mahatnmtd  Ehn  Rayei 

Emr  Al  Omrd(D),  oraffigned  him  the  charge  of  fomntoK^ta 

ef  ctmntandanttt  which  the  title  of  Emir  AlOmrS,  tfait  b, 

VM  Emir  of  Emiri,  or  the  fupreme  Emh-y  imptvts.     This 

great  officer,  or  rather  prime  miniller,  was   trufted  with 

3)e  admintftration  of  all  military  aSkirs,  and  had  the  iirtoe 

.    nam^menc  of  the  finances,  in  t  much  more  abfblute  and 

unlimtted  manner  than  any  of  the  KhaSf^i  Fifiri,  commhied 

to  him.    Nay,  he  officiated  iotxHa^Khalif'm  the  great  tnofqoc 

at  BagbJad,  and  had  his  name  mentioned  in  the  public  divine 

fervice  throughout  the  empire.     In  a  word,  Al  Radi  was  in- 

tirely  governed  by  this  Abu  Beer  Mohemmtd  Ehn  Rayek  and 

'his  Secretary,  infomuch  that  he  could  not  takeout  of  chetrea- 

fuiy  a  fingle  dinS.r  for  his  own  ufe,  without  their  penniffion. 

As  for  Ehn  Meilah,  who  was  a  perfon  of  confidcrable  alMli- 

ties,  though  not  equal  to  the  poft  in  which  he  had  beea 

placed,  the  Khalif\ck  him  for  feme  time  in  poflefllon  of  the 

chai^  of  Vijir  \  but  at  laft,  on  account  of  his  fbuffling  and 

pragmatical  di^ofition,  he  found  himfclf  obliged  to  difmifshim. 

Ebn  Rayek  came  from  IV&jet,  over  the  people  of  which  city  he 

!  thenprefidedasf>ovemor,orratheTfovereign,thc25thofZ)««'A 

bajjoy  to  Baghc^.  Soon  after  which,  he  appointed  Abnud  Eh 

■  AlMakin,  ubifiip.  p.ioi.ioj.  Gneo.  Asti'L-FftitAj.dii 
liip.  p.  ]oi,  301.  EuTTCH.  ubi  fjp.  Abvcpbd.  ad  ann.  Hcj.  jij. 
Chronic.  Sic.  Arabic.  Cantabrigicof.  p.  10, 1 1.  Joah.  B*rT.  Ca< 
Aus.  ubi  fup. 

(D)  That  the  name  of  tbii  r«i(<  language  Hencetbe  wotd 

great  officer  was  £iii!r^/ Omr^,  0«rra,  the  plural  of  £ar7r,  iigt- 

and  not  Emir  Al  Omara,  as  we  ven  ai  a  title  (7)  to  all  die  no* 

find  it  written  (6)  by  M.  D'Hir-  bility  of  the  £rft  rank,   in  ibe 

ieloi,  mill  be  acknowleged  by  empire  of  tbe  M^ti,  or  Jlli;- 

every  one  who  is  not  an  iniire  hal,  and  in  7artarj. 
fliangct  to  [be  geniaa  of  the  A' 

(6)  Cl-B^M.  aii/U'i  «-<'»/./. -oj.  (7)  FrtfirU  HtftrjtfNtii 

Sbfb.p,  ec.  L'.nJ.  174-1. 
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fit  ofCii/ahisfecrctarYofflate.  ^Au^ci/aTeUtes,  that  the /£}•• 
iriam,  with  Al  Madheffer  Ebn  TAHt  at  their  he^d,  depofcd 
ihn  Jt^eilaf),  and  after  tiim  jfli  Ehn  }fa,  M^alrabm&n  Ebn 
'foy  juid  Ahit  Joafar  Ebn  Al  Kaftm,  whom  they  had  fuccef- 
iv«ly  appointed  to  officiate  as  f^i^,  within  the  Tpace  of  a  flew 
nonths.  He  alfo  writes,  that  Ebn  Reyei,  who  had  afliimed 
o  himfelf  the  rovereieniy  of  ffifet  and  Ba/ra,  Al  Bartdit 
ivho  had  feized  upon  Ahvidz,  and  the  other  governors  of  pro- 
vinces, having  rcfufed  to  fend  their  refpeftive  tributes  to  Bagb- 
dady  the  JtTi^^/'s  trcafury  was  quite  exhaufled,  infomuch  that 
he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  employ  Ebn  Rayei,  who  had 
SLmaflKl  confiderable  iums,  as  ther  Emir  Al  Omrd  \  which 
put  the  government  of  the  MaJUm  empire,  without  any  re- 
Ari^ion  or  refcrve,  into  his  hands.  The  fame  author  like- 
wiCe  intimates,  that  he  difarmed  the  Sdjians  immediately  after 
bis  arrival  at  Bagbddd;  which  infpired  the /A7/ar/«»i  with  an 
averiion  to  him.  Mohammed  Ebn  Tagoj,  and  fome  of  hia  ■ 
officers,  aJTembled  i  body  of  troops  at  Barka,  whither  they 
hud  been  obliged  to  retire  out  of  Egypt,  with  which  they 
returned  to  Altxandria,  drove  the  garifon  of  that  city  to  the 
river  oi  Rajbidy  purfued  them  thither,  and  intlrciv  defeated 
them.  Many  of  the  Egyptians  were  killed  in  the  a^ion* 
and  moft  of  the  reft  taken  ptifoners ;  after  which,  the  citizens 
of  Altxandria,  that  had  been  forced  to  abandon  the  place,  re- 
turned home.  About  the  fame  time,  Al  S4di  gnntei  the 
invcfliture  of  fj};^',  in  the  fullefl  and  mofl  folemn  manner,  ., 

to  Al  Akhfiidy  and  recalled  Ahmed  Ebij  Keigalag  from  that 
country.  This  year,  Adaiiddavala  Abu  Shajff  Fatiaihofrii  Ebit 
Rttno'ddauda  Al  Ha/an  Ebn  Buiya,  afterwards  lord,  or  king* 
of  Ptrfia,  was  bom  at  Esfabin  j  and,  before  the  clofe  of  it» 
hajaxa  Al  Barmaii,  defcended  from  Tahya  Ebn  KhSled  Ebn 
S^rmei,  or  Barmac,  extremely  well  verfed  in  various  parts 
of  learning,  Abd'allah  Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  Msbammtd,  furnamed 
Ebm  Al  MoJUJi,  the  author  of  a  great  number  of  books  of 
good  repute,  and  the  Imim  Abd'allah  Ebn  Mohammed  Al  Nl- 
JiiAriy  a  follower  of  the  famous  Al  Shafe'i,  born  in  the  238th 
yearof  the^fl'ra,  departed  this  life.  An  eaft-wind,  that  blew 
with  great  violence  in  Sitily  the  iithofyH^,  utterly  deftroyed 
the  vintage  there.  From  this  time  the  office  of  Vifir  became 
only'a  nominal  poff,  the  Emir  Al  Omra  continuing  to  go< 
vern  the  £!WF/>(  with  an  abfotute  fway,  till  the  power  of  the 
Stijiikians,  or  oriental  Turkt,  began  to  decline  at  Baghdad  '.  ^ 

'  .  *  KnoHDauiK.  Vide  etiam  Al  Makin,  Gaio.  Abu'l-Faraj 
EuTiCH.  Ism.  Abulfed.  ad  aim.  Hcj.  314,  Chronic.  Sic.  Can* 
tabfipenC  &  Joah.  Bapt.  Caiii;».  ubi  fup. 
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^m  imita-    .  Thi  next  year,  being  the  32 ^dt  of  the  M^m  wa,  £im 
rim  trta-  Rejiky  wfcd  poJfcl&d  tfie  charge  of  EtrJr  Ai  OmrA,  and,  ia 
tjttmhd  COiil^qtieiice  thcroof,  bad  thcintiredire&ion  of  the  ftat)e,q»- 
aiwtb     ducfcd  a  trdaty  of  peace^  with  Ahu  thihtT^vnnex.  of  the  ttx. 
Ab«         ffwHio/ji,  who  had  made  himfclf  majier  of  Ctf/fl,  bynonwaiu 
.Thaher.    gloriouj  to  the  Khalif.  For,  the  principal  aitide  of  this  trtaijf 
was,  tbat  fin  ii'd^fi  fiiouM  remit  the  Karmatian  from  &(»- 
ij^  the  annual  bni  o{  120,000  din^i.    However,  jAh  TU- 
ter,  ia  conllderation  of  this  tribute,  enga^d  oevcf  for  tbe 
fatnte  to  moleft  the  caravaDs  of  pilgrims  in  their  paflase  c 
Mtcca  u. 
'Al  Baridi      Th£  lafne  ye3^  £^  J?<7^i,   and  the  ICbaitf  in  peribo, 
tttatut     HUrc!hed  with  a  powerful  army  to  Wdftt,  in  order  to  (bw 
trihutarj  froBi  thence  the  rebel  ^«  M^allah  Al  BariMy  who  had  festd 
<*/^        upon  that  city,     Al  Baridi,  findlnz  himfslf  not  in  a  condi- 
Khalif.     tion  td  make  head  againft  the  Kbalifi  forces,  pur«haM  1 
,  ifCaCe  of  Al  SMi,  by  ftthmittiiig  to  pay  a  monthly  tribote  of 
30,000  dinSri.    But,  after  the  Khatifs  departure  to  B^ 
did,  he  rebelled  again,  took  Bafray  together  with- the  ^- 
firii^  belonging  to  it,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  grew  more  power- 
ful than  he  was  before  *. 
jdlBaridi       This  rebellion  greatly  embarraJBng  the  KhaHfs  aSika, 
it  driven  .  the  icene  of  it  being,  in  the  very  neighbourhood  of  A^Mii^ 
/hmVfi-  £tn  Raytk  fetit  Tahcam,  the  Turk^  with  a  numerous  amy  ts 
fet.  Ah-   extiitguilh  it^  and,,  if  polEble,  to  get  the  author  of  it  into  b 
wfiz,  i«^  hands,     Bw  At  Baridiy  finding  himfelf  not  in  a  conditioo  to 
Bafrm,  <w«oj,pofc  Taicartiy&ed  at  his  approach ;  upon  which,  ^^^  Jb- 
A^aAa'd'  ^^'^  *'*^  Bafra,  immediately  fubmitted  to  the  Khafff'a  forces, 
dawlaV    '  ^"^  ^^^  ^^y^  appointed  Yaocam  to  prefide  over  Abtudx  in  i}iia- 
^^^^        lity  of  governor,  who  thereupon  engaged  himfelf  to  pay  an 
annual  tribute  to  the  Khalif  oi  38,000  dittars.    After  Jtl  &t- 
riit  had  been  driven  from  IVejtty  Akiuiz,  aai  Bafra,  he 
took  fan£luary  at  Amada^ddawta  AH  Ebn  B^jyt^s  court  %  iriia 
lent  his  brewer  Mit%!ui'ddawla  Abnud  Ebn  BiSja  with  hin, 
attended  by  a  ftrongbody  of  troops,  to  diflodge  }1iiEkwjii  fixn 
bis  new  acquiTitlons,  ^e  following,  year..    The  Moflemy 
about  this  time,  plundered  the  church  oA  thtrefitrrrSiait 
fenifaUm,  and  reduced  a  confidcrable  part  of  it  to  aflta; 
one  ChriJl^eTy  a  native  oi  AJkalm,  or  AfiikeUn^  being  then 
the  patriarch  there.    The  fame  year,  died  Ah^aiUtb  Rtn  Mh 
hamrud  AlKharrat^  a  grammarian,  who  wrote  a  pm^  laf|gt 
commentary  upon  the  Ker^.     An  infurrc^oA  happened  xt 
Gergenii,  the  Agrigentum  of  the  antients,  in  Si{il</,  April  17th, 
when  the  people  of  that  city  aflemUcd  in  gnai  auaiticn, 

-     ■  Kqondemik  8:  Al  Makik,  ubiffipd.IiM.  Abvlfid;  inckr. 
ad  an.  Ut'y  315,  ■  Al  Makih,  obi  fup,  p.  204. 
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drove  Ebn  Hmran  Uoni' Co iaia-BtUotlay  called  by  the  Arabt 
Ka'iat-jilBeUut,  and  pillaged  the  garifon  of  that  place.  Ai 
Mtnir  Sd/tm,  receiving  advice  of  what  had  happened,  marched 
againll  the  Infui^nts  with  an  army  c^ Sicilians  and  Cettamians^ 
or  Cata/niani,  a  very  powerful  and  wwhke  Afab,  or  Mserijht 
nation, and  laid  iicgctoA/riiA,oiO/rabf  of  which  theGergen' 
tiiui  being  Informed,  they  advanced  to  the  bcfiegers  camp,  en- 
gaged the  Emir'siorcea,  on  Saturday,  Junm'^,  and  avcTthrtW 
[hem  with  incredible  (laughter.  A  prodigious  number  of  the 
CottamianSy  together  with  Abu  Dtk&k,  their  general,  perifhed 
in  the  a^ion.  After  this  defeat,  they  made  excutHons  as  far 
as  the  gates  of  Peltrma,  and  even  attempted  to  form  the  liege  of 
that  city.  For  which  purpofe,  they  advanced  to  a  pljce  go- 
ing under  the  name  of  Mtiid  Balii^  not  far  from  the  town  j 
but  were  repulfcd  by  the  inhabitants  of  PaUraw  with  very 
confidcrable  lofs ;  wbo,  being  fupported  by  Al  Emir  Salem  Ebn 
Al  Rajhtd,  and  Al  Malmun  Ebn  Mufa,  purfucd  them  as  far  h 
Marm'ia,  and  put  many  of  them  to  the  fword.  This  Emir  had 
been  appointed  governor  of  the  Mofiem  conquefts  in  Slci'.y  by 
Al/u'lKafem,  o^AlKayem,  theKhnIifoi  Kairtuan,  and  grievuully 
opprellcd  iht  Sicilians,  particularly  xhsGergntints,  who  could 
not  bear  his  yoke,  and  therdbre  expelled  the  MeJUm  garifon 
out  of  their  city.  This  fo  enraged  the  ^(Vowi"Aa/(/;  that  h^ 
Cent- an  army  to  reduce  them;  which  (hut  them  in  on  all  fides^ 
cut  off  all  communication  between  them  and  the  other  Siei- 
tiani,  and  reduced  them  to  very  oreat  ftraits.  However,  they 
found  means  to  apply  to  the  Grtti  emperor  for  aiCftance, 
who  thereupon  fcnt  a  body  of  his  heft  troops  to  their  relief) 
which  enabled  them  to  repulfe  tlie  bcfiegers  in  all  theiK  af- 
faults,  to  dcittoy  vail  numbers  of  their  men,  and,  in  fine, 
to  fuftain  a  Iharp  and  vigorous  fiege  four  whole  years  '. 

The  provinces  of  the  Khalifat  at  this  time  were  divided  in  7iie1L\it- 
fuch  a  manner  amongll  divers  princes,  that  the  Kha/ifpc^'  Vifatthii 
felled  onlyan  appearance  ot  pre-eminence  in  dignity,  which  ''^"f 
r.-garded  more  the  affairs  of  religion  than  ihofe  of  the  ftatc      V^ 
This  will  be  fufficicntly  manifcfl  from  the  following  lift  of  the  fW'M'^"  "f 
tyrants,  or  ufurpers,  who  had  fct  up  for  themfelvcs,  in  diffe-     */'j^ 
rent  parU  of  the  Msflem  empire,  at  the  commencement  of  a"-o'^ 
'the  year  we  are  now  upon.  "Baghdad 

«  AuMaeih,  ubifup.  Eutycu.  ubi  fup,  p-528— 531  Isie. 
Aeu^.fer,  ul>i  fup.  Cbronic.  Sic  Arab  Cancabrigienff  p.  11,  la. 
Joan.  Baft.  Carus.  ubi  fup,  p.  99, 100.  Al  Kadi  Shahabo'd- 
dinEun  AuiLRAM  AlIIamawi,  tn  bill,  ciii  liC.^/n«^dr,con- 
fervai.  in  Eiblioth.  Efcucial.  &  Lat.  rcddic.  a  M:irco  bobclio.  Vide 
ciiam  ALiOUiTiN.  iNvfc.  annal.  PaDOrm.  lom,  ii, 
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ThS  cities  of  fF^ety  Bafray  and  C&fa^  with  the  idt  of 
ttie  Arabian  Irii,  wete  conJucred  as  the  property  or  peot- 
liuin  of  Ein  R^eiy  the  Emir  yfl  Otnrd  i  though  Al  Bart£ 
fnzed  upon  them,  in  the  bestoning  of  the  pment  year. 

The  :  countrv  of  Ears,  Farftfllity  or  Perfia  propaly  £> 
called,  wai  poflcfled  by  jmatle'ddawla  Ali  Ebn  B£ya,  the 
firft  prince  or  chief  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Buiyaiu^  who  bcltl 
hii  reridence  in  the  city  oiSbirax. 

Pakt  of  the  trad  denominated  A  J^bai,  together  widi  die 
remainder  of  the  Eerfian  Irai,  which  is  the  mountwioutpatt 
of  Etrjia,  and  the  country  of  thpanclent  Partbiaas,  recc^razcd 
(or  their  mailer  R§emi'ddau)lty  or  Rutna'dJav/iay  Al  H^m 
Ebn  B^yia,  the  brother  of  Ama^ddaviUt  Ali  Et^  Bwyoy  win 
rcTided  at  Etfaban. 

The  otner  part  of  that  country  waa  pofle&d  by  JVajma- 
iiriy  fyajhrnaiin,  or  Wafitmakiry  the  DtjlaimUy  the  brotfac 
of  Mardawij. 

DiVAR  Rabia,  Diyir  BtcTy  Diyar  Modary  and  theckt 
of  Al  Mttwfily  or  Moful,  acknowledged  for  their  fcx/ctoffa 
the  HattuUatites,  or  the  princes  of  the  race  of  HotkAox. 

Egypt  and  Sjptm  no  longer  obeyed  the  Khalifsy  but  anljr 
MAammti  Ebn  Ta'jy  or  Tag^y  lurnanicd  Al  Akhflud,  who  had 
been  formerly  appointed  governor  of  thoTe  provinces  bj  the 
UmKbalifi. 

Africa  had  been  ful^ugated  by  the  FetemiUSy  who  bxl 
chafed  from  thence  the  A^abitei,  governors  of  the  city  oi 
Kairwdn  and  Its  dependencies  for  the  Kbalifs.  The  mafier  rf 
that  country  at  thU  time  was  AlKajtm  Ada'!  Kafim  Ebn  Oim- 
J'aUab  Al  Mebdi,  whofe  fuccellbrs  founded  a  new  KbaH/tt  ia 
Eg^t. 

Spain,  or  at  leaft  the  MtJUm  part  of  it,  was  governed  by 
Abialrab?naHAlNaJrEhnMehamitt*dy  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyab, 
who  (iwn  after  this  time  afliiqied  the  title  of  fnuir  Al  A^bw 
nUy  princty  king,  or  emp€rfr,  of  tbtfeitbfuly  which  was  pea- 
liar  to  the  Khaltft. 

Th£  Mejlttn  pravincea  in  Sidljy  except  the  city  of  Gtr-^ 
gtntiy  whofe  iidubitants  had  expelled  the  Magrebian  garilba. 
had  for  their  inunediatc  governor  Al  Emir  SiUm  Ebn  Al  Ra- 
/hid,  wW  was  the  KbaHf  of  Kairwan's  lieutenani  there. 

The  MeJUm  territories  in  Crete  ovrnei  for  their  fovereigii 
one  who  probably  wai  a  dcfcendant  of  ApothopfuSy  or  AU 
Kabs,  the  Spanijh  Afagrebian  admiral,  who  reduced  that  iflaodi 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  812. 

The  provinces  of  Khorafdn  and  Afmvara'lnabr,  or  thi 
Treafixana,  were  under  the  dominattoo  ot /U Na/rEin  .{baeJ, 
of  the  dyiuAy  of  the  Sammdmant, 
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Tmk  provipces  of  TabTtflan^  Jtrjdn,  or  GeargSafia,  and 
■faaiandtroH,  had  kings  of  the  hrft  dynafiy  of  the  Z>i7/ii- 

Thb  province  of  J&rmSt  was  occupied  by  jftit  All  Ma- 
ammed  Ebn  Ej&d,  or  ESai^  Al  Samminiy  who  had  made 
I'lnardf  DiaAer  of  it,  before  the'commencetncnt  of  the  prcfcnt 
•ear.  ' 

ANDj.laftljf,  the  provinces  of  Tamama  and  Bahrein^  \a- 
;1uding  the  difthit  of  Hajr^  were  in  the  po0elfion  of  Abu 
ThAhtr-^  HcxKarmatlan, 

Mencb  it  appears,  that,  in  the  325th  year  of  the  Htjra, 
:he  Khahf  Al  RMi.,  or  rather  Abu  Betr  Adtbammed  Ebn  Rajei, 
the  Emtr  Al  OmrA,  Wept  polleffion  of  only  the  city  of  Bagh~ 
dad,  and  its  dependencies ;  fcarce  even  the  very  Ikadow  of 
(overeignty  remaining  in  any  other  part  of  the  empire  to  him, 
*T"a  true,  at  iirft  the  name  of  the  Khalifffti  revered  by  the 
princes,  who  had  fet  up  for  themfelves,  in  all  the  provinces, 
mentioned  in  the  mofques,  during  the  bme  of  public  feivice 
there,  throughout  the  empire,  and  impreft  upon  the  current 
coiii'  But  their  veneration  for  him  being  gradually  diminilhed, 
the  princes,  or  Enurt,  confidered  him  only  as  the  great  Imom^ 
or  (overeign  pontiff  of  the  religion  of  the  MeJUmSj  who  had 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  perfonn  divine  fcTvice,  harangue 
the  people  in  the  great  mofque  at  Baghdad,  and  decide  certain 
points  of  right ;  in  the  lall  of  which  particulars  his  power  w«9 
likewife  very  much  limited.    *Tis  alfo  true,'  that  the  fame 
KbalifSt  in  procefs  of  time,   fliook  off  the  yoke  of  thefe 
Emrit  and  allerted  their  indepcndencv  on  them.     But  not- 
m^^anding  this,  their  power  gradually  declined,  and  wu 
fcarcc  the  uadaw  of  what  it  had  formerly  been,  from  the 
period  we  are  now  upon  to  the  taking  of  Baghdad  by  the  Tar- 
Ian,  or  Afeguls,  who  tntirely  abolifhed  the  Khalifat ". 

In  the  326th  year  of  the  Hejra,  beginning  Ntv.  8th,  937,  Ebn 
Ebn  Mottah,  who,  after  the  amotion  oi  Abiatrabman  Ebn  I/e  Moklah 
and  AlFadl Ebn  Jaofar horn  that  poft,  had  been  re-eftabliflied  iirtmvid 
in  the  charge  oiViJiry  wrote,  on  the  part  of  the  Kha&fAl  RM,/^"  '^. 
a  letter  to  Tahcam,  the  Turk,  telling  him  that  now  it  was  time  f^.^ 
for  him  to  advance  to  Baghdad  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  '^ 
in  order  to  deliver  the  Khalifat  from  the  tyrvmy  of  Ebn  Rdjei, 
and  to  occupy  his  place.    But  this  letter  having  been  inter- 
cepted, Ebn  Raytt  iikortred  to  the  Kf>al{ft)\e  ireafon  of  the 
FifTf  who  had  dared  to  write  fuch  a  letter  to  Yahtam,  without 

V  AlMakir,  ulrifap.  p.  203,  204.  MiaKuoKt),  Khonde- 
MiK,  Ebh  Shohhah,  Abd'l-Fakaj,  Isu.  Abv'lfio.  Euttch.  - 
Ckrovc.  Sic.  Cantab.  Gioro.Csdbih.  Joak.  Zonak.  Rodiric. 
Tql^ar.  D'Hikiil.  Carvsiu),  aJiii^iK  fcriptor.  plonm.  paff: 
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his  mailer's  Icnowledgc,  and  even  againft  his  exprefe  ordtn- 
£in  Mokiah,  upon  his  appealing  before  the  Khaltf,  at  &ift 
denied  the  faS;  but  the  l«tterin  his  own  h ahd- writing bcit^ 
produced  againft  him,  he  was  found  guilty  of  what  bad  been 
laid  to  his  charge,  fent  immediately  lo  prifoti,  broughtaftn- 
wards  to  his  trial,  and  condemned  by  the  judges  to  have  bis 
right  hand  cut  qS,  for  having  committed  fu  heinous  a  ciime. 
When  feiitence  was  pronounced,  he  complained  bineity  ot 
the  feverity  of  it,  and  of  the  iniquity  of  cutting  off  the  nght 
band  of  a  man  who  "had  invented  the  mod  beaudfiil  chaia^ 
that  had  ever  been  in  ufe  amongft  the  Arabs,  had  writien  fc- 
veral  copies  of  'ia&Kw&ny  the  boot  held  in  the  highrftvoK- 
ration  and  efieem  amongft  the  Alojkmt,  in  lb  elegant  a  nun- 
net  that  they  paiTed  for  mafter-pieces  in  the  art  cf  writicg 
and  had  finally  been  yifir  to  three  fucceffive  Kbalifs.  Nor  H 
he  content  himfelf  with  bare  compLilnCs.  He  inveighed  I*;- 
tcrly  againft  the  judges,  Ebn  RSjek,  and  the  Khalif  \i\aSA. 
Wherefore,  the  executioner,  in  purfuance  of  the  fenltwt 
that  had  been  pafled  upon  him,  did  not  only  deprive  him  <i 
his  right  hand,  but  lilcewiie,  fome  days  afterwards,  cut  on 
his  tongue.  After  which,  he  was  confined  in  one  of  it* 
dungeons  belonging  to  the  imperial  palace.  Jl  Mak\;  or 
rather  his  tranflator  fr^mui,  relates,  that,  having  no  fcr- 
vant  allowed  him,  he  drew  water  out  of  a  well  (£j  tbtt 


{E)  The  paffagehere  Teferred  note  on  E-pnlvi't  triTifii'-'**  rf 

to  in  AlMsiln,  YelaltamakaU-  ibefe  words  of  ^/A/dii*.- "Hk 

£itif#i/dr^,ha9been  traoflated  by  "  nonfigniGcant  vocet  AnbcR 

fr^cniuf/'AiiintauEemillicapud  "  videotur   polius  idem  rucN 

"  eani  fuifle  puccumi''  whereas  "  quod  apud  Ahul Pbarep'{n- 

it  ought  to  have  beeo  rendered,  ftiiis  Aiul-Faraj )  "  deeodea*— 

"  Aiunt  autem  magnam  cum  "  MagnaqucmireriaaSiQ^)^ 

"  prehendtlTe  miferiam  (vel  an-  "  donrc  moreremr."    Anditat 

"  gaftiam)"  in  conformity  to  ihisobfervation  i»juft,a»wdli> 

the  parallel  palTage  in  Abut-fa-  '  our  tranHation  of  Che  (aTeffOl 

rai(B),  Wttlabaka  fliaha  JhaidU  wordi  of  Al  Maiit,  feemi  mbe 

tla  eat  mat,"  Et  magna  eum  pre-  clearly  evinced  hjAba'tfediiiV,, 

"  bendic  miferia,  donee  morere-  when  he  relates,  "thatwfi* 

"  tur."    Which  paflage» imply,  "  Mtilab'^oKhtnAiitnuva 

that  Ebii  ISilab  wat  reduced  in  "  added  a  diarrbcca  i  of  wliicl, 

prifon  toafiateof  greacmifery,  "  not  being  allowed  the  de  ot 

and  continued  in  fucb  a  ftate  to  "  a  fervanc,  he  uisEitABivp' 

-the  lime  of  hit  death.  l/it.Gnifi  "  rifhed.  "      Chher  a/guBwU 

(9)  has  the  following  maiginal  might  be  offered,  wotiUditU- 

(8)  Grtl-  AU-t.FartJ.  viifuf.p.  J03.  (5)  ^1  MtHn.  t:f.Svt- 

Armi.  L^r.  ptr  Tbim*!*  Erpaium,  nm  ainetjl.  MSS.  Ci>il.  Q*:fii,  f.  !=!■  " 
BitUBOI.  Oun,  t.  J.  4.  art,        (la]  {».  ^>' jiU.  m  cb,«i.  aiu.  E-r  y-^- 
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vas  by  hint  with  his  left  hand  and  his  mouth.     He  died, 
iccordin^  to  Ai  Moliin,  in  the  month  of  Shawal  329,  or, 
vs  jibu'ljeda  will  have  it,   in  the  year  338,   and   was  no 
cfs    than  three  times  Imeiredi  tirlt,  in  the  prilbn  where  he 
lied,  afterwards  in  his  fon  Abu'l  Hufnn's  houfc,  and  laflly  in 
his  own.  He  is  faid  likewife  to  have  written  three  copies 'of  the 
Kordn  that  in  beauty  furpalTed  all  the  reft,  and  to  have  per- 
formed three  times  the  pilgrim^e  to  Mecca.     It  has  alfo  been 
remarked,  that  when  he  beat  Utn  Sibud  for  reading  to  him  in 
&  carelels  manner,  that  reader  wiflied  he  might  lute  his  hand ; 
^i^hich  afterwards  came  to  pafs.     We  are  informed  by  Abu*l- 
Farajt  that  Ebn  Moklah  wrote  a  letter  to  the  JfAa/j/himrelf, 
adviung  him  therein  to  difmifs  Ehn  Riiyet,  and  all  his  adhe- 
rcntB,  and  telling  him,  that  this  would  bring  into  his  culfers 
3,000,000,000  din&n.  But  the  )ibahf,  continues  that  writer, 
comnnunicatcd  the  contents  of  this  letter,  in  which  Ehn  Mo- 
klah likewife  prefled  him  to  confer  the  poftoffrnfr  AlOmra 
upon  Tehccim,  to  £tn  Ri'iytk ;  which,  at  laft,  proved  the  total 
tuin  of  the  yifir.     A  rpecimen  of  his  poetical  performances, 
which  were  tolerably  good,  has  been  prefervcd  by  At  Ma- 
itn.     Notwiihftanding  what  has  been  here  ohfcived,  a  cer- 
Uin    writer  afirms,  that  not  Ehn  Moklah,  but  his   brother 
jlbiallab  Al  Hafan  was  the  inventer  of  the  modern  Arabic 
chaiaSer;  though  this  was  brought  to  a  greater  degree  of 
perfie£tion  by  Ajt  Ebn  Bewab^  who  flourifhed  in  the  follow- 
ing century,  and  reduced  to  its  prefent  form  by   Taki'it  Al 
MtftiijiTfii^  fecretary  lo  ^c  Kbakf  Al  Ahjic.fem^  the  laftof  the 
Khal^s  of  the  houfc  of  Al  Mbet  '.  .  . 

The  depofitton  and  iinpriJbnni£nt  of  Ebn  Mailab  for  theVahcam 
prcfctit  occafioned  a  fort  of  calm,  though  Ebn  RCyct  was  by/''^"  "/«" 
no  means  hereby  fecurcd  iti  the  poflbffion  of  his  charee.  For,  Baghdad, 
Tabcam,  refolving  not  to  lofe  the  opportunity  offered  him  byond/ereet 
ihe  treafonof  the  A'yJr,  advanced  at  the  head  iif  his  lioops  into'*''''"'' 
the  itrriiory  ti  BaghiL'J,  overthrew  the  Khaliff.  forces  under'".'""''. 
the  command  ai  Ehn  Kayek^^nd  nude  himfelf  maiier  of  tliat^J^^'f 
capital.  This  obliged  tbn  R.ljek  to  betake  himfeU*  to  flight,  "'  ""*''*■ 
and  to  abandon  the  poft  of  iw.r  AlOmiS,  which  was  im- 

*  ALMAKiN,  ubifop.  p.  105.  Gbeg.  Aku'l-Far/j,  ubifup. 
p.  50;.  Abo'i-fed.  in  ehron  ad  an  Hcj.  j::6.  Eb»  Kiialelan, 
D'He^bel-  BibiiQih,  orient,  an.  Mtclah,  p.  589,  550.  &  an. 
RaMii,f  705.  Videetiam  Geo»g.  Jac.  Keh«,  in  monarch.  Afia- 
lico- Saracenic,  fiat.  fi-c.  p.  5.  Lipfis,  1 72+. 

mitiprereribedusin  this  part  of  r/«werfionof//.Ha)ii»  herefub- 
our  worlc  permit,  infupportof  mittpd  to  the  conjideraiioo  of 
the  etaendaiiau  of  Erptiim's  La-    the  Larncd. 
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mediately  occupied  by  Yabfam.  The  Kbalif  faimfelf,  bow- 
ever,  gained  nothing  by  this  chir^ ;  fiill  living  in  an  inrira 
dependence  on  his  mtnifter,  and  even  without  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  authority.  The  af&Irs  of  the  Kcrjnatians  ibis  year 
were  in  a  very  declining  condition,  infomuch  that  Ahu  Thiktr 
found  it  extremely  di^cult  to  maintain  himfclf  in  the  poftf- 
fion  of  Hajr,  We  muft  not  forget  to  obfcrve,  that  Aitn- 
xidddivla  Jbmtd  Bin  B&iya  took  Jtbfuti  in  the  bt^innil^  <rf 
the  campaien,  and  put  Bafra  once  more  into  (he  hstdt 
of  Al  BarUt ;  though  he  could  not  poffefs  himfclf  of  MS- 
fet.  Here  Taham  ftill  kept  bis  ground,  forced  Aftexx^i- 
iavjla  to  rcEire,  and  afterwards  drove  Ebn  RaytJt  from  BMgb- 
4^d.  Upon  Yahiom's  expulfion  of  his  predeceflbr  from  the 
Khall/'s  councils,  after  he  had  remained  in  the  fublimc  pol 

i  of  Emir  Al  Ornrd  one  year,  ten  monthSj  and  fixteen  itfi, 

he  himfclf  immediately  entered  upon  that  charge,  and  made 
Mohammed  Bin  Yahya  Ehn  Shtrazid  his  fecretary  of  fl«a. 
This  year,  theSidliant,  under  ihecondu&of  £*£«  AlSaUpi 
and  JiuT4r,  revolted  againft  AlBmirSilem ;  but  were  rounJ 
by  him  S^t.  17th,  though  he  loft  one  of  his  principaJ  c^cxn 
in  the  aflion,  named  Ahu  Nattar  Al  Aftvady  who  feeiraCD 
have  been  aiMMriJhoi  MagrtbiattKxaiSion.  Seva^  vf 
the  ringleaders,  that  fell  into  his  hands,  the  Entr  otdendbi 
be  imp'ded  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  to  deter  others  tmoi 
joining  the  revoltCrs  ;  but  this  levcrity  produced  a  qurtc  con-  ' 
trary  cffc^.     For  the  Sicilians,  being  ezafpcrated  at  SaUidt 

T  '  cruelty,  aJTcmblcd  a  numerous  army,  and  engaged  die  ii»- 

grcbian  forces,  commanded  by  the  Emir  in  perfbn,  O&ttr 
^tb,  with  very  great  braver)^;  but,  after  an  obftinate  diljwte, 
they  were  intircly  defeated,  and  purfued  as  far  as  the  gaKs  id 
PaUrma,  which  the  viaors  eijtcred  without  oppolition,  and 
immediatclyformcdihcfiegeofthecitadelthere-  Aii^lKt^twt, 
orAi  Kaycm,  the  Khali  f  of  Kairw^hAvin^  nce'ivcd  livifxol 
tfi's  rebeil:on,  fcntAVW.-/ with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  adrongbody 
of  land-forces  on  board, to  extiiiguifh  it.     KbatU  foon  anivcf 

r.  on  ihe  coift  of  Sicily,  made  a  dcfcent  with  his  troops,  took 

I  o  FcHion  of  the  city  of  PalnmBy  Oil.  23d,  and  imirely  diA 
ni.in"Jcd  i: ;  which  fo  incenfed  the  Gtrgtntints,  that  they  lal- 
lie.i  tiijon  the  Khaiifof  Keiriu&n^s  troops  with  fuch  courage, 
that  thcv  put  them  to  flight,  killed  many  of  them  upon  the 
f:!ot,  amongft  which  were  Ehn  Ahu  Harir  and  Ali  Bbn  Aht/I 
tlsj\-i,:,  SAi'em's  fon-in-law,  two  officers  of  diflinSjon,  and 
difpcrfcd  the  reft  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  could  never  after- 
wards rally.  But,  notwithflanding  this  blow,  Kbalil  cont'i- 
nued  the  fiege  of  Gergeiiii ;  though,,  for  the  fpace  of  eight 
months,  he  could  make  little  or  no  imprcSion  upon  the  town. 
Jt  rnui^  be  remcn^bered,  that  lli;  Mofitmt  concluded  a  treaty 
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of  peace  with  the  Gretis,  by  one  article  of  which  a  mtltutl 
rel»fe  of  ptifoners  was  agreed  upon,  the  prcfcntycar  \ 

In  the  327th  year  of  Oic  Hejra,  the  Khali/ yfi  R^t  with  The  Iran/' 
a.  powerful  army,  commuKied  by  Yabcam,  marched  againft  a£liim  af 
Mafirt'ddawla  Ebn  Abialiab  EknHamd^y  who  prdidcd  over  thtyearef 
the  people  of  Diyar  Ratla,  Diy4r  Bter,  and  Jl  MawfiU  or  'i*  Hejra 
J^eftd,  overthrew  him  with  very  great  (laughter,  and  putfucd  S^?" 
him  to  the  gatei  pf  Al  Matujil ;  to  which  city  he  afterwards 
laid   ficgr,  and  obliged  Na/trg' ddawla  to  fly  XaAmtd;  but 
^vhilft  the  Kbali/v/»s  engaged  in  this  expedition^  Ebn  R&ytk 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  in  the  neighbour- 
hood oi  Baghdad;  of  which  }^i6f0fn  being  informed,  he  con- 
cluded a  peace  with  Na/era'dda%ulfl  EbnAbaallabEbn  HamdaH, 
on  condition  thM  he  paid  him  an  annual  tribute  of  500,000 
dinars.    In  order  to  pacify  Ebn  Rijek^  he  alfo  put  him  in 
pofleffion  of  Harrin,  Al  Roha,  or  Edtja,  AlAtui/em^  Kmni/- 
rm,  and  feveraldiAriSs  bordering  upon  the  Euphrafis.    This 
year,  Aiu  ThSher,  prjnce  of  t)^  Karmatians,  peimitted  the 
caravans  of  pilgrims,'  togethn  with  the  efcorte  that  attended 
them,  to  pafs,  for  the  ^''1^  time  llnce  the  year  319,  out  <^ 
Syria  to  Attaa  ;  though  he  obhged  them  to  pay,  for  this  per- 
miffion,  the  fum  of  15,000  Mn^t.    Omayyah  Ebn  l/bek^ 
according  ts  ^«'^i/o,  rebelled  ^\iA.Ah£akabm&3t  AlNafr 
Bbn  Mobommed^  the  ^mjr,  of  lord,  of  Andalit/ia,  in  the  city 
of  Sbanlarfn^  the  prefent  year,     Ebn  J/bai,  being  fupported 
by~a  body  of  GaUiei/tn  troops,  defeated  a  Mejkm  arinyt  that 
was  fenc  againft  him ;  but,  in  a  fecond  engagement,  be  was 
overthrown  by  Ab£airahmhtC%  forces,  and  loft  the  greateft 
part  of  his  men  ;  which  obliged  him  to  fubmit  immediately, 
upon  the  terms  prefcribed,  to  the£»rfr.     AbiaWabmanEbn^ 
Abu  Haiem  Al  Ra^i,  the  author  of  the  piece,  intituled,  Al 
Harje  via  Al  Tadito,  and  Abt^l  Danya  Otbm&n  Ehn  Al  Kbat- 
tab  Al  AJbajjs,  two  famous  traditionifts,  as  lilcewife  Mobam- 
jiud  Ebn  Jaafar,  of  Jaffa,  or  Jsppa,  a  celebrated  author, 
and  Abu'lKa/em  AbiaUab  Ebn  Ahmid  Ebn  Mabm£d,  com- 
monly called  Al  A/ani,  the  Mitazaliu,  who  entertained  fe^ 
veral  heterodox  tenets,   died  before  the  clofe'of  this  year. 
About  the  fame  time,    Khalil,  the  Magrriian  general,  who 
commanded  the  Khalf/  of  Kfiirtviin's  forces  that  carried  on 
the  fi^c  of  Gtrgtnit^  returned  with   the  greateft  part  of 
his.troops  to  Paltrmf,  where  he  exafied  a  large  fiim  of 
money  of  the  inhabitants^  by  way  of  muldl,  or  fuie,  whicll 

•  AlMakih,  nbifiip.  p.  305,  aotS.  Ehn  Shohhah,  Grco. 
AbvVFaraj,  ubt  fup.  B'Hbubkl.  Biblioth.  orient,  p.  70$. 
hu.  Abu'lfbb.  ubi  Cup.  Chronic  Sic.  Cantabrigienf.  p.  la,  13. 
Jo*H.  Bapt,  Cakits,  vbifup.  p.  100.  Paaoroii,  ijao. 
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he  fcnt  imtnediately  to  Africa.  Tbis  enabled  the  Kbatij  » 
order  him  frmn  thence  a  reinforcement  j  arter  the  arrival  ol 
which  in  SUilyy  he  took  jHuibar,  or  Euttrta^  Ai  Sirity  the 
Affsrui,  OJ  AJforium,  of  the  antieats.and  the  modern  Atjrff,  at 
Afaro^  JJklafinah,  or  Sdafrmim,  and  Kalbarab,  all  o(  them 
pLccs  of  confiderable  ft[eng<^-  He  alfo  advanced  at  the  bead  (A 
his  army  to  Cilata  BellouO)  lo  form  the  ficge  of  thai  t<j»n; 
of  which  the  Gfr^«n//««,  to  whom  the  prdervarion  ofthatibr- 
trc£  was  ot  the  ucmofl  conlequence,  receiving  advice,  thej-  tsfl 
upon  the  befiegeis  with  liicb  tu>7>  *^^'  '^^y  P"'  ^  gT^^  tuimhci 
of  [ticiii  tothefword,  and,  istheCamhrlagtGbroniconfeeaaa 
infinuati;,  forced  the  retl  to  abandoji  the  lictjc.  "Tkas  iCtioB 
happoied  on  the  lOth  of  yuiyt  and  prov«l  fu  fatal  to  cbe  Ma- 
"     grebian  troops,  that  ti«y  durft  not  appear  again  in  the  ncit^ 

Bbn  bourhood  of  Ci/af 2  i?f//af/0  before  the  coaimcacement  o^  the 

Rayelf  ii   following  campaign  ". 

4*fiaied        The  next  ycar>  being  the  328ih  of  the  Htjra^  Ahm  Bi^ 
/'  'A     ^^^"'"'^'^  ^^"  ^>'*  "^^^  himfelf  mafter  of  H^mSy  DmtMJ- 

^khfliid.  ^j,j^  j,„  j  yii  ^g^ia  .  after  which,  he  penetrated  (o  Arijh  ifl 
Egypt'  But  here  Mohammed  Al  Akhpiid  Rln  Tagaj  n«i  hiia, 
and  gave  him  battle,  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Rf 
tnadan.  Ebn  Rayck's  troops  behaved  with  fuch  biavery  in  uX 
beginning  of  the  aiition,  that  they  bore  down  all  befoic  ttcB. 
and  forced  the  Egyptians  evcry-where  to  give  .way.  ijut,  in- 
{lead  of  following  their  blow,  and  purfuing  the  Eugitivts  nita 
the  ardour  they  ought  to  have  done,  they  amufed  iheraielves 
with  plundering  their  camp  ;  upon  which,  a  body  of  Ai  Akh- 
fi/id's  troops  that  had  been  placed  in  ambufcade,  and  obleneJ 
thedifonler  they  were  in,.rufhedout  upon  them,  and  char^ 
them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  Toon  put  them  to  flight.  1  he 
grcatel^  part  of  E^n  Rdyci's  forces  were  killed  upon  the  fpot, 
and  the  rell  of  them  fo  eficciuaJly  difpeifed,  that  they  could 
never  afterwards  rally ;  Ehn  Rdyek  himfelf  not  having  beeo 
able  to  make  his  tfcape  (o  Vamafcm  wtth  above  70  men. 
After  this,  EinRcytk  Jefeatid  Abu S'afr  (F),  Al  AkhJI-idS  bra- 

iher, 

<>  Al  Makin,  ubi  fup.  p.  106.    Tim.  Abu'lfeo.  ad  an.  H^. 

JZ7.  QbrQn.  Sic,  Arab.  Caniab.  ct  Joan.  Baft.  Caivs.  ubifup. 

(F)    Aha  N<i/r  himrdf,    ac-  ry  for,  his  brother's  diath.   To 

cording  to  Ahul/ida,  was  kilted  which  tbis  author  adds,    thu 

in  the  aflion  (  which  fo  alTefied  Ehn  Rayei  fent  his  owo  fonM- 

f.!-n    Siiytk,    that    he  fent   an'  Kabim  to  Al  Akkjbid,  and  de- 

cmbafTy     to    Al    /tkhjty,     to  fired  that  prince  to  faciifice  huB 

ciity  10  that  prince  his  com.  to  the  maTiei  of  his  brother,  if 

piimeniK  of  condolence,   and  to  he  thought  proper.  Bat  AIJU- 

fljrure  him,    that    he    had    no  /Ad,  continues  itr,  wa  h  bi 


har.d  in,  and  wa;  extremplv  for-     from  being  afled  by  aoy  vin. 

didire 
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ther,  in  the  month  of  />^«'/^ff>;i/<7,  and  put  avail  number  of  his 
men  to  the  fword.  This  vi^ory  was  foon  followed  by  a  peace 
between  Ebn  Rkftka.n^  At  Mhfi>id,  \ij  th^.principai  aiticles  of 
which  tjie  city  of  AlRamla  was  ceded  to  AlJkbfiAd,  upon  con- 
dition that  he  paid  to  ^'^n£J/eithe  annual  Oicn  of  l40tOOO^'- 
nart ;  and  the  latter  of  thefe  Rmin  remained  in  peaceable  poC- 
feiHunof  the  remaining  part  of  S'^Wfl,  which  he  had  before  in 
■  great  meafurc  icduccii  byfiirce  ofarniE^ 

This  year,  Al  Sabkan  was  tilled  in  that  part  of  Syr'ta^  or  . 
Al ShSni^  called  by  theArats  Tha^ur;  whichfeefna  to onfwcr  to 
the  Syria  Antlacktaa  oi  the  aritients.*  About  the  fame  timC)  * 
di«ti  Alobammtd  Al  Caiini,  one  of  the  lma»uan  Imams,  gene- 
rally dcnoDiinaUd  Ebn  Sbamiiii/,  Al  Mokri  Mobammtd  Ebn 
jibmtd^  and  Abu  Mohammed  Al  MoTtatJhy  a  dodlor  of  tike.  ' 
S&fii  J  as  alfo  Abit  Bur  Mfhamrtud  Ebn  Al  Kaftmy  going  for 
the  moft  part  under  the  name  of  Ebn  Al  Amharik,  a  cele- 
brstted  grammaFian,  and  the  author  of  the  book  intituled,  Ki~ 
tHh  Al  Wa<fi  n/a  Al  Ibtidai,  a  piei;e  held  in  good  eneem 
%inon^t  the  Mofltms,  who  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  Hejra 
27  I .  Abu  Omar  Abmtd  Ebn  AU  Rabbih  Ebn  Jam^  Al  Cor- 
tbobi  lilccwifc  deputed  this  life,  before  the  dole  of  the  year 
we  arc  now  upon.  His  grandfather  "Janib,  who  was  a  native 
ot  C»rduha,  is  laid  to  have  been  firft  one  oiHiJhum  Ebn  Ab- 
d'alrabmin'f-  Haves  ;  tliough  he  had  afterwards  his  liberty  given 
bim  by  t'ait  prince,  who  was  the  fccond  Emir  of  the  houfe  ^ 

of  Ommiyah  that  prefided  over  the  Mejkms  iu  Spain,  As  for 
Abu  Omar,  he  was  one  of"  thofe  learrjed  men  who  fpcnt  their 
time  chiefly  in  forming  volumes  of  the  traditions  that  had 
before  been  only  committed  to  memory.  The  book  that 
bears  the  title  of  Jl  Ac4,  or  41  Akd,  one  of  the  moft  excelttnt 
of  its  kind,  is  a  proof  of  his  fmgular  m^rit.  At  the  lime  gf 
his  death,  be  was  about  eighty-two  lunar  years  of  age  ''. 

It  appears  from  fome  of  ihe  authors  followed  by  Al  t.'ailn,  Sa'id 
that  Sa'id  Ebn  Batrit,  known  dfo  by  the  name  of  Ania  En-  Ebn  Ba- 
lyibius,  an  excellent  jphyfician,  and  a.  native  of  ^V  Fajiut,  whotrik.  #r 
« had  bern  advanced  to  the  patriarchate  of  Alixar.dria  in  32i,Huty- 
died  the  piefcnt  year.     This  author,  who  wa^  a  AieUbite,  be-chius, 

diet. 

'  AlMakih.  ubi  fup.  p.  106,  207.  ItM.  Abu'lfcd.  ad.an. 
Hej.  32S.  EusiB.  Re  MAUD.  hilt,  patriarch.  Alcxandrin.  Jacobi- 
taT.p.343.  Parifiii,  r7i3.  "  Isii.  Aair'ti  eb.  ubi  fup, 

&6ine  fenlimenti  on  this  occa-  with  the  higbeft  marks  of  dj- 

£on,  ihat  \it  maAe  MtKabem  a  Ainfiion,  and  at  lall  fent  him 

prclcDt   of  feveral    fumptium  bacic  loaded  with  honours  to  liis 

(DUCln,  or  doke:,  ireaud  liim  father  in  Syria  Ci  1], 

(11)  IJiK.  Al-lf'i,  it  itnn.  tdan*.  Hij.  jig, 

9  gan 
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gan  his  innats  with  the  creition  (^  the  worU,  and  bcn^ht 
them  down  toiheyeu  of  the  Hejra  22y,  Thii  woric,  intiluW 
Hadhm  M  Jawhar,  a  contexturt  afgtmi,  or  aflrh^  efftmrby 
has  been  publifbed  with  a  Latin  verikm  by  the  famous  Dr.  i*#- 
ccfi,  profrabr  of  the  Htbrna  and  Arabic  umguagei  ui  the  atd- 
verfity  QiOxferi,  where  it  was  printed  in  the  year  of  our  I>osd 
1656.  We  are  told  by  M.  RtnauJet  (G),  that  it  is  incofli- 
parably  better  than  any  general  htftoiy  to  he  met  with  atnongft 
the  Orientals ;  and  that  it  has  been  followed  ncA  only  by  the 
Cbrijiian  writers,  but  likewife  by  jUMatrixi-,  and  otber  JA- 
haitmudan  author*.  Emyehius  is  alfo  faid  to  have  compel  a 
phyficaltreatife,  that  bore  the  title  of  Arf>(7iyf/ri&/^^,  and  to  haw 
been  extremely  well  verfcd  in  all  the  branches  of  literatore  tbe» 
in  vogue.  Anodicr  piece  has  likewife  been  aiciibcd  to  him  rf 
the  controveriia)  kind,  which  was  written  againd  the  Egyftigi 
heretics,  who  gave  him  no  fmall  trouble,  during  the  time  tlat 
he  fat  in  the  patriarchal  fee  of  JitKandrta,  which  was  fera 
years  and  fix  months.  He  was  at  laft  attacked  by  a  diarrhoa, 
which  Ironi  the  beginning  he  judged  would  prove  fatal  to  him, 
and  therefore  removed  to,///xftRi/rti3,wherehe  died  on  AftwJiff, 
the  laft  day  of  the  month  Rajtb.     His  brother,  Jfa  Ebm  £r> 

(G)  Our  learned  and  polita  upon  any  bnt  fome  fewof  Ui 

reader)  witTnot  expeft,  that  we  own  nation.     Thia  indiuiei  « 

&ouId  htrc  give  «aj  formal  aD'  ncannefi  of  foai,  which  caaaot 

fwer  to  the  fiilfe  and  iii;urioiM  fail  of  drawing  down  ofioa  Am 

re£eftion   thrown  out  by  M.  WriterthecQOteoiptofaUaaiaf 

Riimudot    againfl   Mr.    Sft^a,  real  learning,  who  muQ  be  >&d 

whom  he  rcprefenU  at  indrel^  by  moreeIeTUcdrcntiincnts,aad 

unacquainted  with  oriental  hi-  indued  with  a  more   geocrou 

llory,  and  to  hii  unpolite  treat-  turn  of  mind.     But,  noivith- 

ii)cnt  of  the  great  Dr.  Ptcad,  Handing  the  high  notion  he  ta- 

to  wkim  he  sffefia  to  Ibew  an  tertained  of  his  own  fupcrior 

apparent  difrcgard,    almoS    as  abilities,  with  regard  to  ^n| 

often  ag  he  fpeaksofhlm.    For,  literature,  which  difcovcnicJclf 

in  Older  to  expofe  fuch  treat-  in  almitft  every  page  of  ite 

meni  of    thofe  Ihlning    oma-  book  here  referred  to.  wvie  we 

meots  of  oriental  literature  ai  difpo(edtorecriBiiBate,weniigW 

ibij,    'tis    fuflicient    barely   to  very  julUy  remark,  that  Icskc 

mention  it.      We  mull,  bow  any  piece  of  the  fame  fixe  a. 

ever,  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  bonnds  mttfe  with  inaccundM, 

M.  Raiauttef  treitt    the    very  not  to  by  egtt^ooi  Uoi^eri, 

learned  yai  huialfm  in  much  than    the    perft^nance   be  fb 

the  tame  manner  1  and  that  he  highly    valued    himlclf   opoa 

Icarce  ever  beJlows  encomiums  (12). 


(11)  Knaui.  bij}.  fgir,.rct.  AUxjp.I.i„.J^,-J>!l.  f.  347.  348.  S  mliU  ff. 
r^rijii,,  mi,  r„lt.n,mRr',aui.fgru,.tdh-fi.p-,r.4lu.  7«.  ©  7i-. 
C-io.  frtfti.  tdlfm.  AU-IJU.  Jt  •«.  is"  «i.  ['/!.  I4>bimmid.  Si.  /  i>-i*. 


.OCH^I. 


5]].  Ic  alib. 
pnefit.  ad  Ei 
RiNAVD.  hifl 
fiiM,  1713.  I 
C*»VJ.  f  rfffa 
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